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~~ SYNOPSIS: 

APPROVED 

lltil view of the larg@ volume of correspondence in this case, 
no att®mpt ha~ b@en made to reference any particular communi-
ie;atioin. 

B®~au$e of the urgeltil~Y of this matter, leads for 
othe~ offi~e~ aJf® being set out by telephone or teletype, 
a@d it would ~@,rve no purpose to $et out leads for other offices 
ilffi this ,repo:irt. 

The information included in this report has been 
carefully reviewed, and negative interviews have been eliminated 
whe~ev~r it was believed possible to do so without giving the 
appea~alill~® that less than a complete and thorough investigation 
wa~ ~oltil<dlu1;t®d • 

A ~opy of this report has not been designated for 

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

COPIES MAl;)E: 5 _ ure 
3 Atl 
3 - Bi iIDlgham 
k- ~kS<OJill 
@= oo Ange le~ 
3 = Mobil@ 
3 - N~'!W Orle:an~ 
1 = St • Loui~ 
5 Memphis (44=1987) 

1/ 
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the USA, Weste~n Oistrict of Tenne~~®@ 1 Memphis, Tenne~s~e, 
but extra copies are being maintain®~ in the Memphis Office 
and will be made available to the T!JSA when so directed by 
the Bureau. 

LEAD: 

THE MEMPHIS OFFICE: -=---~ 
!,a~!. ,MEMPHI~L TE~~~!l~: 

Subject. 
Will continue efforts to identify the Unknown 
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T?I 

• • UNI.TED STATES'DEPARTMENT OF- JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUR'EAU OF INVESTIGATION 

- SA JOE C • HESTER 
4/17/68 

ME 44-1987 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT, 
also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, 
Harvey Lowmeyer, 
John Willard; 

Olrice: MEMPHIS 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

At about 6:00 PM on 4/4/68, while standing on second 
floor balcony outside room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 
Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, victim was struck in 
right side of face by a single bullet. Autopsy report indi­
cated that "the severing of the spinal cord at this level 
and to this extent was a wound that was fatal very shortly 
after its occurrence." This investigat:j.Qn, predicated 
upon a specific request from the Attorney General of the 
UoSo, disclosed fatal shot was fired from the bathroom of 
a rooming house located at 422½ S. Main Street, Memphis, 
which bathroom was located at the rear of the rooming 
house 9 and which had a window overlooking the Lorraine Motel. 
(Crime scene diagram included in details.) On afternoon of 
4/4/68, Unknown Subject rented room 5-B at 422½ s. Main 
Street and paid one weeks rent. After hea~ing rifle shot 
at about 6:00 PM on 4/4/68, other tenants in rooming house 
observed Unknown Subject flee from rooming house carrying a 
large package which.was subsequently abandoned by him on 
sidewalk in front of Canipe Amusement Company, 424 s. Main 
Street, fro~ which place he was observed to .flee in a white 
Mustango Found abandoned in front of 424 S. Main Street 
was 30-06 Remington model 760 rifle, serial number 461476, 
a small plastic suitcase containing nudlerous articles, 
undershorts» a tee shirt, binoculars, and a brown and green 
pedspread in which all of these items were partially wrapped. 
Investigation at motels in the vicinity of Memphis, Tennessee, 
to locate an individual driving a white Mustang, disclosed· 

Tliis, document contains neltltef recommendations nor conclusions ol:any· lcind. It' is tlie property of#,e FBI, and is a 80,an to your agency, 
ihmd/or its contents are not to ·be dist,il>uted outside yo11r agency. 1e-7•&211-1 aP• 

•w 41111 11 II 
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that ERIC S. GALT, 2608 Highland Awenue, Birmingham, 
Alabama, had spent the night of 4/3/68, at the Re~l Motel, 
3466 Lamar Avenue, Mem.phis, TEnanesseHt, i.!Old was driving 
a Mustang with Alabama license 1-38993. Investigation 
disclosed binoculars abandoned by Unknown Subject were 
purchased afternC>On of 4/4/68 9 from RALPH M. CARPINTBR, 
sales~an, York Arms Com.pany 9 Memphis. Gilletteshaving 
kit abandoned by Unknown Subject determined to have been 
purchased Oliver; Rexall Drug Store 9 Whitehaven1

, Tennessee. 
Autopsy findings set out. IN VlBW OF THI CRIMI FOR WRICH VNSDB 
BB ING SOUG~, HI SHOULD BB _ OOHS !blllb ARJ!ID DU D.lNGli\6US. ' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



■DIii - -
• • 

ME 44-1987 

I. 

II. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PREDICATION . • • . . . • . . • • • . • . 

INVESTIGATION AT CRIME SCENE AND VICINITY 

A. Illustrative M~teri~l o ••• 

1. Diagram of Crime Scene 

2. Composite Photograph, 
410=424 South M~in Street 

3. Rooming House Floor Plan 

4. Map of Memphis 

B. Persons at 
South Main 

. ' . 

. . 

l. j) landlady, 
to Unknown Subject 

• • 

• 

• • 0 e • 0 • • 

3. WI ,, tenant 
u ject flee 

7. 

8. 

w o observe 
from house 

tenant who 
Subject f _,ee 

, tenant • 

tenant who observed 
ect prior to shooting •• 

Inter iews- with other ten~nts 
who b~d no pertinent ob~erv~tions 

• • 

• • 

Page -
2g 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

8 

9 

17 

20 

22 

29 

30 

32 

34 

--------------.n----- --------.,..-----ITT ------.._........-
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



---------

-
• • 

ME 44=1987 

c. 

D. 

-

1. Persons in immediate vicinity of 
victim at inst~nt Qf shooting: 

a. MARRELL 

• • 

b. . . . 
c. 

d. SOWM . . . . • • • 

e. 

f. 

g. 

.. ,.ollcct~?.,~l!'l=l¼'<l~~-

cha.mbermtaid. 

2. Owner and Employee~ f Lorraine 
Motel: 

b. o • e • e 

d. 

Persons at Canipe Amusement Company, 
424 South Main Street •••••••• 

1. ,CAll:121,~.,,beard lh1known 
p bu~dle t@ ~idewalk. 

, @bserved fleeing 
<1;'1"j1/''!':il•~i•" 

. . 

. . 

. . 

G 6 0 $ $ 0 $ 0 $ • ♦ • 

-

Page -
41 

42 

48 

50 

51 

55 

58 

60 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

71 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



_ 1-,11 --
• • 

ME 44-1987 

TABLE OF CONT~Nr§J,..._E©ll'.ll.tinued 

Page 

!L ULIUS 1• cbSlerved 
t&Ull.g . . . . . . . • 75 

4. EDWIN interview to 
in estimating 

time . • . • • ,, • . . . . 78 

E. Persons rat No. 2 Engine 'll!Se, 
474 South Main Street . . . . • 79 

l. Lt. JUDSON GHO officer 
-t mpany • • 80 

2. Patrolmiul.\ :, second 
offic u:sement 
Company . . • . . • 83 

3. Patrolman . . . . • 87 

4 .. . . . • • . . 89 

5. observing 
oting . . . . 91 

6. Patrolman . . . . • 94 

7. WILLIAM B was obsierving-
v·i'.~:fi\f""~ - ·- shooting . • . • 97 

8. .. GROSS • . 0 • • 99 
"I',,.,, 

F. • • • 102 

l. CHARLES H., 
·-Mus-tfff;'"",i : . • • • • . . . • 103 

2. . • .. . . . . . • _ 104 

3. E~lZA81T., .ob~ervEHi white 
"'i'ustang~ 5~2 • . • • . . • • • 105 

2c 

IE -2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-•we: 

• 
ME 44-1987 

III. 

Page -
observed 
el!lill • • • • • • • 106 

5. -~• ob~erved evidence 
~as abando~ed ~n sidewalk 

by Unknown Subject • • • • • • • • • 107 
I 

G. Persons at Jim'$ Grill, 418 Beuth 
Main Street. . • • • • • • • • • • • • • 108 

1. Witnesse~ can testify to' n~ 
pertinent facts. • • • • • • • • • • 109 

OTHER PERSONS WHO HAD CONTACT WITH 
UNKNOWN SUBJECT ..•.•••••• " . . . . 
A. York Arms Company 

1. Interviews wit 
CARPENTER. 

MEREDITH 

Identi ied binocular~ sold to 
Unknown Subject ••••••• 

b~ Identified photogr~ph of 
Unknown Subject and furnished 

• • 

• • 

117 

117 

118 

118 

signed st~teE nt • • • • • • • • 121 

B. 

2. Other Employee~ at York Arms 

Oliver Rexa1ll 
Tennessee 

1. 

Store, Whitehaven, 

Clerk, sold Gillette 
@ U~know~ Subject on 

1968 ••.••••••• 

124 

124 

125 

126 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



_JIii_,, 

I I 

-= 

• 
ME 44-1987 

IV. 

C. Rebel Motel •••••.••••••• ·· • 130 

1. Data r®g~rding Unkn@wn Subject's 
Registration .•••••••• . . 

2. Interview g b~dspread ••• 

T:ER, Desk Clerk, 3. 

4. 

5. 

~"'tll''fflrn"d\iwn/ Subject • • 
i 

c ham'lbe .'t"ma id * • • • • 

oyees who 
tinent information. 

, customer in 
ril 3, 1968 •.• 

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE AND PHOTOORAPHS. 

131 

133 

134 

135 

136 

142 

144 

A. Evidence Abando~ed by Unknown Subject . 145 

1. Remington rifle. 145 

2 .. 145 

3. Binoculars 146 

4. 

5. All other items •. 

148 

145-147 

B. Currency Obt~ined from Landlady at 
422i South Main Stre®t . . • . • • • . 147 

C. Bullet Removed from Victim . . 

E. 

F. 

Rebel Motel Regi~tr~tio~ Card in 
Name of ERIC S. GALT .••.•. 

Laundry Mark De~cription 

Victim's Clothing . . . . . . . 

-

. . . 

. . 

., ii-

149 

150 

151 

152 

IPW 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



·1# 

C 

ME 44-1987 

G. 

H. 

I. 

J. 

Window Sill from Bathroom at 
422½ South Ma:hi Street • • • • • 

Crime Scene Search at 422½ South 
Main Street • . e $ - • • • • • • • 

Search fer Latent Prints at 422½ 
South Main Street •••••••• 

Soil Samples: 

• 

• • • 154 

• • • 156,157 

• • • 156 

l. Vicinity cf 422½ SCPuth Main Street. 159 

2. Vicinity of Rebel Motel 

K. Phot@graphs (Descriptive Listing): 

l. Vicinity of Crime Scene 

2. Body of Victim e • • t • • • • • • 

161 

163,166, 
167,168 

165 

3. Aerial Photograph~ of Crime Scene. 171 

L. Latent Fingerprints • • • • • • 

V. AUTOPSY FINDINGS 

• 

A. External Examination of Body 

Gross Descripticn of Organs • 

Microscopic Summary •••• 

D. Final Pathological Diagn~sis 

E. Autopsy Report 

. . . . . 
• • • • • 

F. Charts Showing LoeatiQn of Bullet in 
Viet im e O fJ e e O Cl • e $ " • it e $ Cl 

2f 

-

172 

174 

175 

176 

178 

180 

181 

182--186 

I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



■1-■ = 

• 
MB 44-1981 

This inwestigation w~s predicated upon receipt 
of a specific request from th~ Attor~ey General of the 
United States on the night of April 4, 1968, that the Federal 
Bureau of I~vestigation conduct ~n investigation into the 
murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTDR KING, s., at M.empbis, Tennessee, 
oirn that date. 
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INVESTIGATION AT CRIME SCENE AND VICINITY 

Set forth @n the four pages which follaw is 
illustrative mate.riiial which relates to the general area 
of the cr,ime scene ~nd particularly to the rooming 
house at 422½ South lMf?!ll.:hil Street (where the Unknown 
Subject occupied Ro@m 5-B and from which rooming house 
the sbot was fired) ~~d Canipe Amusement Company, 424 
South Main Street (in fr@nt of which numerous items 
were found and which were reportedly dropped or thrown 
down by the Unknown Subject as he ran south on the east 
side of Main Street). The illustrative material is as 
follo_ws: 

l) A plan view diagram of the crime 
scene area 

2) A composite photographic front view 
of the e~~t side of 410-424 South Main Street 

3) A floor plan diagram of a rooming house 
located @n the second floor of two 
separate buildings over 418-424 South 
M~in Stre~t 9 the address of this ro&ming 
house bei~g 422½ South Main Street 

4) A map of part of the city of Memphis, 
Tennesse~ 9 showing the relationship to 
the crime ~cene of York Arms Company, 
where Unk~@wn Subject purchased binoculars 
which wer~ later recovered; Oliver Rexall 
Drug Store 9 where the Unknown Subject had 
purchased a shaving kit which was later 
recovered; and the Rebel Motel, where tke 
Unknown Subject was registered o.n the night 
of April 3, 1968, under the name ERIC S. 
GALT. 

11111 ·,pe: & 
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PARKING 

. AREA 

4J$fa) Jf_&@.14® "'"-:·c, .:.;,-;,-,,-. - ~- -.-,,, __ _ 
0 Bathroom Window, N. wing of rooming house .Q 
0 Point where Dr. King was shot 

424 - Canipe Amusement co. 

@422½ - S. entrance(stairway)to rooming 
hous,, 2nd floor 

422 - Cohn_and co. 

@N. entrance (stairway) to rooming house, 
2nd floor 

420-418 -/im's Grill 

Indicate'~ 2nd floor area of rooming house 
from 418-424 with two entrances marked 

A a1.1d B 

© Sp_a{e for 3 cars between fire plug and 
d,,tiveway 

~Concrete retainer wall 

-/1.:'o' White Mustang seen here .about 4:00pm • 
: 

1
~and later · 

2·,l.CI White Mµstang seen here between approx. 

1
~4:45 pm and 6:00 pm 

·-~----------~-·------! 

✓ 
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I, 
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I 
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• FD-302 (Rev. 4•15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date April 8, 1968. 
-----'-"'--~-.L.---'--"'"-· -

• 
Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Resident Manager, rooming 

house located at 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, 
was interviewed at Central Police Headquarters, Memphis, 
Tennessee,.Police Department, at which time she furnished 
the following information: 

Between 3:00 P.M. and 3:30 PoM, on April 4, 1968, 
a white male knocked on the door of the t!iecond floor of the 
rooming house and asked Mrse BREWER if she had a room* She 
replied yes, and this individual then asked if he could see 
it., _Mrs., BREWER showed him Room No., 8, which is located in 
the southwest pa.rt_ of the building, and the indivi_dual put his 
head into the doorway and after looking, stated that this. 
·would not be satisfactory as he did not need a stove and 
refrigerator but only wanted a sleeping roo~$ Mrs~ BREWER 
then showed this individual Room 5-B, and he put his head in 
the doorway of this. room and said it would be fine.. At this 
point the individual asked where the bathroom facilities were 
loqated, and she pointed to the bathroom located in the 
nor~heast portion of the hallway which is located in the same 
hallway as Room 5-B. She and this individual then returned 
to her office. The individual stated that his name was JOHN 
WILLARD and that he wanted a sleeping room for one weekv 

WILLARD then asked her how much the room rent would 
be for one week, and Mrs~ BREWER replied $8.50~ WILLARD then 
put his hand into his rigkt trou~er pocket ~nd withdrew a 
twenty dollar bill and two quarters and handed the money to 
her. She gave him change in denominations of one ten dollar 
bill and two one dollar bills. When WILLARD·arrived at the 
roont,ing house, Mrs. BREWER did not not,ice any -luggage in his 
POS$ession, nor during the brief conversation with WILLARD 
did he volunteer any information concerning his home residence,, 

.line ~f business, or mode of transportation. WILLARD was not 
required to sign any type of register, and the only written 
r~col'"d maintained of the transaction was a receipt for the 
$8,50, which was made out in the handwriting of Mrs. BREWER. 

Mr$. BREWER was unable to state if WILLARD returned 
9-

On __ 4/_5/_6_8 __ at __ M_e_m-=p,_h_i_s....,, ___ T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e __ File # _ _,M:::.:e::::m=-p=h=i=s"--'4....,4,._-_,,l,._,,9=8,._._7 _ __, 

SA ROBERT F • _ BQYLE: j ap 4/8/68 
by ----------'------------Date dictated-------'--------

-..... 

Thie document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, j 
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2 

to Room 5-B or if he left th~ building at any time after 
renting Room 5-B, Mr~. BREWER did not again observe WILLAR~ 
after ·he rented the room. 

Mr~. BREWER•~ hu~band returned home from work at 
5;25 P,M. on April 4 9 1968, and at that time Mr. and Mrs6 
BREWER·commenced their dinner. After dimmer Mr. BREWER 
then turned on the television ~et and was watching the 
"RawhideH television progrwn 9 and Mr~ .. BREWER did the 
dinner dishe~. Shortly after completing the dinne~ dishes, 
Mrs. BREWER also ~at down to watch the uRawhide~' television 
program. Within a matter of a couple of minute~ 9 Mrs. BREWER 
heard what ~he thought to be a gun shot coming from the back 
of her rooming houseo Mrs. BREWER believed that this must 
have been around 6;00 PoM• o~ April 4 9 1968. She advised 
her husband that she thought it was a gun shot. Her husband 
to9k time to put on hi:!5! slippers and both of them then 
proceeded to the southeast exit of the building. Upon 
arriving at this point,Mro BREWER attempted to go out the 
back door; however 1 a law enfor@eme:mt officer was in the bac.k 
of the building and instru@ted both Mr. and Mrs. BREWER to 
close the door and return to their apartment. Mrs. BREWER 
did not hear any noise such a~ someone running through her 
building after hearing the gun shot 9 and the only noise she 
oould rec~ll hearing was a lot of hollering and screaming 
near the ba~k of her building toward the Lorraine Motele 

Mr~. BREWER examined ca~h that ~he had on hand 
and determined that she hadl. three $20.00 bills in.her 
pos~ession$ She was unable to ~pecifically pinpoint which 
$20.00 bill was furni~hed to he~ by WILLARD for payment of 
his room rent. Mr~. BREl'ER made available the following 
described twenty dollar Federal Re~erve Notes~ 

(1) Serie~ 

(2) Serie~ 

(3) Serie~ 

Mr~. BREWER 
of WILLARD: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 

1963-A 0 Serial No. Fl4002844A 

1963-All Serial No .. Hl6164663A 

1963 9 Serial No. F06445143A 

furnished the following description 
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White 
Male 
Approxim~tely 35 years 
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Height: 
Weight~ 
B@ild: 
Appearance: 

5 V ll 9v tO 6 W 

180 po1U1nd~ 
Medium (carri~d weight well) 
Real neat lookingp clean 
:shaven o 

Mrs. BREWER ~tated that WILLARD appeared to have a 
smile or a sneer on his face during their entire conversation; 
did not appear as though he wa~ the outdoor~ type; was 
wearing a dark sport jacket or short jacket 9 as he did not 
have to pull the j a(:lket back when he r~ached his right hand.· 
into his pocket for hi~ money; did not notice any rings or 
watches; paid no attention-to hi~ ~hoes 9 pants 9 ~hirt, 
or whether he had on a tie 9 but wa~ quite po~itive that he· 
did not have a hat; did not give the appearance of needing 
a haircut 9 nor wa~ he we~~ing a mu~tache or any long sideburns; 
paid no particular attention to hi~ teeth while ~e was talking 
and did not particularly notice about any part of his face, 
including nose 9 mouth 9 ear~ 9 chin 9 or eyebrow~& 

Mrs. BREWER claim~ that ~he did not particularly 
look at thi~ individual a~ ~he did not like the smile or 
sneer that'he had on his faceo 

Mrs. BREWER did recall that when ~he pointed out 
,the bathroom facilitie~ to WILLARD 9 ~he told him that everyone 
in the area of hi~ room wa~ u~ually quiet but that the guy next 
to him u~mally drink~ a little bit. Mrs0 BREWER claimed that 
WILLARD thein :statedp 11u1 take a beer cmce in awhile myself.u 
Mr~. BREWER claim~d that ~he told him that wa~ all right as 
long as he ~tayed in hi~ room and kept quiet. 

Ml'~. BREWER wa~ unable to state wh®ther any of the 
other roomers at b~r rooming house had an oppo~tunity to 
either ob~erwe or have any contact with WILLARD, nor was she 
able to furni~h any additional info:irmation ~oncerni~g 
WILLARD'S a~tiviti~~ during the brief period that he residea 
at her rooming hou~~. She claim~ that ~he doe~ not believe 
that ~he would recogird.~e 'thi~ individual again from a 
photograph or if $he had an opportunity to ~ee him in person, 
but qualified thi$ by stating that ~he probably would be 
able to recogni~e him from the ~mile or ~neer that he had on 
hi~ face if ~he were able to ob~erve that in the future. 
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She claimed that WILLARD did not volunteer any 
information concerning hi~ per~onal background or volunteer 
any information concerning hi~ reason for being in Memphis. 
She claimed that WILLARD 11 s ~peeclra w&:si "ju~t like the rest 
of us around herei 9~ and that hi~ vocabtUllary and accent were 
not out of place in her roo~ing hou~ee M.rs. BREWER recalled 
that when WILLARD first looked in Room 8 9 he remarked that 
he only wanted a sleeping room a~ he would not be in the 
room in the daytime 9 ju~t at nighto 
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• FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ 4_:_/_1_3_;_/_6_8 ___ ~ 

Hrs. fflAH (BES~lE) BUOR, Room 2, 422½ South kin 
Street, ~emphis, Tellllllessee, w~o Jml.~ages the roomilllg house at 
this address afill.d who has beeltl interwiewed previously by Agents 
of the FBI, tele:phollli©ally ©ontacted the FBI Offi~e on April 10, 
1968, at which time she re.q@e~ted to be col!lJl.t·acted by an FBI Agent. 

Mrs. BREDR wa~ C<r>llltacted by SA FRANKLIN L., JOHNSON 
allld Lie~tenalllt W., S. SCEULTZ 9 Bomi©ide Bureau, Memphis Police 
ltllepartment, at which time she advised that she was beginning to 
receive mail from illldiwiduals UllilkllloW~ to her~ S~e displayed an 

mvelope postl!Ul.rked April 7 9 1968 9 at Niagara Falls, New York, 
bearing the return ~ddress 9 Hrse Z~CC0 9 518 Ferry Avenue, 
Niagara Falls, New York, il!ll which w~s lo©ated a one-page hand­
writtel!ll letter, whi~h letter referred to l!llewspaper publicity 
idel!lltifying :Mrs. BREDR as operatilllg a l),Vflop house,,. the writer 
of the letter referring to the fact that :Mrs* BREWER should 
H'buy some paintu $l.l!lld ending by stating 9 °91' 11 bet you even have 
cockroaches? '' 

A second envelope was postmarked April -7, 1968, at 
Des Moines, Iowa, which contained a printed religious tract 
and-neither the enwelope fill.Or the tract idel!lltified the sender~ 

·-On.,1,;he occasiOD.tOf:tlblis COl!llttiil.©t With ,ll"Se, BRJWER, 
she furnished the followilllg i~fo~m~tiolll: 

Sh~,,,tated slme wanted! to poi~t o\Ult that she 
has previo~sly forgotten to adwi~e officers of the 
Police Departmel!llt and mx Agents th~t at the time she 
r~:nted Room 5-B tom stralllger ~sing time :n~e of JOHN 
WltLARD on April 4, 1968, there was a small~ cheap 
che$t of drmwers, blond in colo~ 9 in. f~omt of the east 
~ind.ow on the south Wii.ll of Rocom 5-B, whereas after the 
$hooting of Dr. KING and ~hen ~he ne~t saw Room 5-B, . 
that chest ot drawe~s was sitting ~gainst the we~t wall 
of that room and tb~~e was~ ch~ir sitting in.front of 
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that window. She stat@d sh@ W$~ p@inting this ~ut since 
this would indicate th~t th@ @ccupant ~f the ro@m 
definitely handled this chest @f dr~wers. 

Mrs~ BREWER stated that since interviewed 
previgusly, she had been trying to think of anything 
else which might assist in identifying the guest wbc 
used the name of JOHN WILLARD. She st~ted ~s she has 
discussed the matter with her husband and thought more 
about it, the one thing which impressed her most about 
the appearance of this individual was the fact that ~hen 
she first cracked ~pen the d@@r t@ her r@@m after this 
man kn@cked, she @bserved that he w~s standing at the 
door with an unusual smile on his face. She went on to 
state that she would describe the smile as a "sneer" or 
a nsmirk .. " She stated that she caKll.n(O)t be m@rce specific 
other than t(O) state that she was impressed by this 
expression @n this man°s face, as th@ugh he were trying 
to smile for no reason. She st~ted that she did not 
interpret the smile as an effort to be flirtatious. 

She alsc stated th~t her initial impression 
of this man was that he did n@t 91fit in'~ with @th.er 
tenants in this rooming h~use. She p@inted out that this 
r@oming house is l@cated in a p@@rer secti~n @f town 
where mwst of the tenants ~re @l~~~ people @r@the.rs 
with limited income,~ number @f wh@m are alc@h(O)lics, 
and this man was clean and neatly dressed, givilt!\g the 
impression that he c@uld obtain lodging in nicer 

. surroundings • 

Mrs. BJEWER at this time attempted to rec~ll 
the words used by this person. .Ais she recalls, when she 
went to the d@@r and cr~cked @pen the door, le~ving the 
chain fastened, the man'iSl firliSlt w@rds were,•'vDo you have 
a ro@m for rent? 9t She answered i!!')). the tiffirmative and 
~sked him whether he wanted a r@(O)m by the week or by the 
month. He replied, as nearly as she e~n rec~ll, by 
stating simply, 0 By the week. ffi At this point she 
unfaliSlteDed the ch~in which secured the partially opened 
door and walked directly to R~(O)m 8 loc~ted in the south 
wing of this ro~ming bouseo She st~ted th~t the man 
foll(O)wed her to the room ~Jr)).d lw@ked inside the ro~m but 
never actually entered the room, at which time his word~, 
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~s ne:lllrly $.$ she ~~n re©@JL1 9 we:ire 9 r~11~Jl.l 9 I d@ltll't rmieed the 
st@v® ~nd l"efriger$t@r ~i!.lilc~ I w@@ 0 t b~ d©illllg $.~f ©@oki~g. 
I w~s thinld.ng m@r@ @f ~ ~l®epillllg r@@llllll .. vo 

At this p@illilt K~~. BRE~ER @~pl~iIDled that the 
@inly v~©fa.IDlt nsl(!;leping l"@@llllllv~ (©r lt"@@m with !.lil@ St©)Vel $Jnd 
refriger$tor) which ~he h~d in @ithelt" wiroig @f the 
r@@ming h@u~e W$~ R@@m 5=B i@ the n@~th wi~g. She 
theref@re immediately W$lked from R@@m 8 i@ th~ south 
wing ~cro~s the e~clo~ed W$ln~y whi~h c@~!.li1~©ts the 
so~th wiIDlg to the n@rth wiltllg @f the r@@ming house, 
~!lild thereafter to R@@m 5=B. Ag~in ~h® w~lked in front 
@f the m~n. As so@n ~s ~h® @pen~d the d@©r to Ro@m 5-B, 
the man immediately st~t®d that he w@uld take that r@~m. 
She then walked to her r@@m in the so~th wing @f the 
building 9 followed by the ~nk~@wn m~n, wh@ p~id her 
$8.509 ~s outlined previ@u~ly by her 9 for the rent of 
R@@m 5-B for one week i~ ~dv~nce. 

Mrs. BREWlffl ~t~ted th~t m@~t @f the rooms in 
this ro@ming house @~n b® ~e©ur~d only with the use of a 
p~dlock, ~nd ~fter showing this individu~l R@om 5-B, she 
removed the padlock fr@m the do@r and t~@k the padlock 
with b<er to her r©l@m. She st~ted it is fill.®ce~s@lry that 
tenal!llts put up~ d~p@sit if they ~ecure th~ p~dl~ck, but 
thi~ ten~nt did n@t i~quire ~~ to h@w he c@uld look the 
d@or and did not request th® p~dl@ck and~ key. She ~lso 
~dded th$t she did IDl@t expl~i~ t@ him the meth@d @f 
locking the door @r th~t it W$S nece~s~ry th~t he put up 
~ deposit in ord®r t@ @bt~i~ the p~dlock. 

She ~t~ted ~t thi~ poi~t th~t she had been 
~omewh~t unnerved wh~~ ~h® fir~t l@@ked ~t this m~n, at 
which time he had the u~@~u~l ~mile@~ his f~ce, @r 
appeared t~ be niiin®erifillgn ~t lht~I'~ ~E1ld tlhl~i!:"®~ft@r she made 
~ point of having as little to d@ wit~ him as p@ssible, 
alw~ys walking in fr@~t of him ~ID!d ~voidi~g ~11 
unnec®s~ary c@nv~rs~ti@~ @r d~~li~g~ with him. 

Mrs. BREWER, W$~ ~~ked wh®th~~ ~h@ now feels 
that ~be could ide~tify thi~ m~~ if sh~ ~e~~ him ~gain. 
Sh@ ~t~ted that sh® th@l!.l!.ght ~h® might b~ ~ble t@ ide~tify 
thi~ man if sh~ ~e®~ him ~g$i~. ~he ~t~ted th® m~n used 
n@ ~l~ng or U~@S@~l ~xpr@~~i@M ~@d ~h@ ~@@ld ~@t ~SS@ciate 
hrisis !lccent with alll:il.Y pw,rticul~r &ll,il:'@~ 9 iiiddiIDlg he lbl~d Ja(l) 

p~rticul~r ~cc~~t. 
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She also st~t@d th~t she ls p@sitive she has 

never seen this m~n b@f@re. She p@l~ted out th~t she has 
@nly been\handling the re~t~l @f th® r@@m~ ~t this 
rooming hGme since March 12 9 1968, however, and she 
w@uld have no way @f kn@wi~g whether he stayed ~t this 
rooming house pri@r t© th~t time. 

' She stated th\at at the time sh~ beJ~mi..me the 
landlady at this rooming house, R@@m 5=B was occupied 
by an elderly man by the name @f COMMODORE STEWART. 
This man was ill as of J!mrch 12, 1968, and she believed 
that it was on M~rch 12 9 1968 9 th~t he was taken t@ a 
Memp~ts_ hospital. A c©~ple of days l~ter, probably on 
either March 13 or 14~ 1968 1 thi~ m~n died. The room 
had not been rented from that time until the time the 
stranger usim1g the n~me of JOll!N w:u.J.oAJRD rented this room. 

She"under~tands that~ Dumber of different 
person~ have acted in the capacity of rental agent for 
this rooming house in recent month~, including Mr. 
WYATT MADOOX, who is now a clerk at the Tri-State Hotel 
looated nearby, Mr. MADOOX never having lived in this 
rooming house, however, and apparently having acted as 
rental agent for only a short period @f time. Another 
i~dividual wh@ handled the rent~l @f r@@ms in this 
ro@ming house was Ho R& THOMPSON 9 an @ld drunk, according 
to other tenants, wh@ never lived i~ the r@@millll.gh@use. 
OBe other rental ~gent ~t this r@@mil!'l1g h@u.me prior to 
the time Mrs. BREWER ~ssWBiled these d~ties w~s w. v. 
SADONS, Wh@ she UTiilderstan~ is l!'il,@i)'-'~t the M~dis@n H@tel 
in Memphis. She is sure that lll". ~AMMONS was the rental 
agent in J~nuary 1968 9 based on ©@pies @f receipts in 
her receipt b@@k. She rec8itlled that M'r. SAMMONS stabbed 
his wife while he w~s rental agent at this r@@ming h~use 
and the matter received publicity. 

Mrs. BREWER advised that m@st of the occupants 
@f r~oms in this r@@ming h@u~e ~re m@re ~r less permanen:».t 
ten~~ts, although she d@e~ occ~siorn®lly re~t ~ vac~nt 
ro@m to transients for o~ly @ne night. 

Mrs. BREWD ~dvi~ed th~t there ~re 10 separate 
apartments or r@@ms in th® s@~th wi~g @f this ro@ming 
house and six sep~r~te ~pi~rtmel!ntiiS! or r@@~ in the north 
wi~g. The six rooms in th@ ~@rth wing ~re referred to as 
1-B, 2-B, etc., where~s the r@@ms in the ·south wing h$ve 
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no lett~r @f tlhle ~lph~b®t f@ll@wi~g tlhl® r@@m ~11lll!imb~r. 
She furni~hed the f@ll@wi~g ill!form~ti@~ ©@@c®~~i~g ta® 
statll.ffll of the~e ro@E a~ @f April 4, 1968 9 whe~ t~e ~~ 
u~ing the name JO§ WILi.ARD ©heck~d i@t@ R@@m 5=B: 

SOUTH WING: 
.......... :r:trmT%T ,,. 

(Rooms are numbered i@ ~ c@unt~r-cl@©bi~~ @~d~r 9 

st~rting with R@@m N@. 1 i@ tlhle ~@~thw~~t c@r~®r @f 
this wing of th® r@@mi~g h@US®o) 

R@om l - Vacant 

R@@m 2 - O©cupied by~. a~d. M:ir~. BREOR ~~d 
ref ~r:!red t@ 131~ tlhle 0 @ff i©®. iv 

R~@m 3 = @ccupi®d by Mr0 BERTIE L. REEVES 9 ~~ 
(f;>Jldelt"lJ m®,ll! who i$ :t'~tb0 ®d !!!l!lld wlhl@ iitpp®$:il:"$! 
to be re~~@n~blJ JI"~~p@mibl®. She stated 
th~t Ml'. REEVE~ C®,lllll\G ©~t @f hi~ r@~m ab@ut 
the ~~m® time~~ Mr. @,fil\d Mr$)o ~REWER ~fter 
~ll lme~rd wh1llt tmiey bel i,@ved t@ be @, shot 
~b@ut 6:00 Pom•p April 4, 1968. 

Room 4 - O@cupi~d by HOWARD VANCE 9 ~fill @ld@r m$ll'll, 
chr@@i~ ~l©@h@li© 9 wh@ w@rk~ ~~ ~ h®,@dyman 
®.t Jim'~ Glrill l@cw.t~d fil\te&urby9 bllllt Wh© as 
~f April 49 1968, w~~ k@@Wll'll by ME'S. BREWER 
:t~ lhll!lve beieltll drunk ft!;»l" tw@ d~ys. Mir~. 
BREWER ~t~t@d ~he kltllew th~t VANCE w~~ in 
hi~ r@@m ~~ @f 6:00 p.m., April ~ 9 1968, 
b1ll!t she al~@ kll'lle'\'ll!' tl:l\[lt he lll~d, beeim @ltll a 
tw@=d~y dru~k ~~d th~t he·did llll@t ~@me 
©ut @f il\is r@om$ 

R@@m 5 - Occupied by T. Lo D~SER 9 ~ m~~ 75 to 80 
ye~r~ @f ~g@p wh~ h~~ b@®llll ill ~®C~~tly, 
wh@~® h®~ri~g i~ very d®f~~tiv~, ~m who 
wa~ in ~i~ r@@m $~ @f th® time @f the 
sb@@ti~g. Mr~0 BREWER ~dd®d 9 h@w®v~r, 
t~~t du~ t@ Mw. USSR'~ $g® ~~d hi~ 
physic~l ~nd me@t~l ©@~diti©~r Mr. MESSER 
~till d@@~ ~@t u~d®r~t~~d w!M.t ~ct~~lly 
@ccurr@d ~@d ©@~ti~u@~ t@ ~~k Wh$t ~11 the 
e~~it®m®~t w~~ ~b@ut wh@@ p@lice @ffic~rs 
$@d FBI Ag~~t~ ~@@~ti@@®d @©©~P~llllt~ @f the 
Dijl,ildillllg. 
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R@@m 6 = v~~~~t. M~tt by tb® ~~me @f SAWEL WILSON, 
wh@ sh~ u~derst~~ds h~d bee~~ ten~nt for 
s~veral m@~ths 9 v~c~ted tbi~ r@@m @n 
April 3 9 JL96S., 

Reem 7 - ~cupied by FRANK M. ORLEY, ~~ elderly 
m~~ Wh© i~ $ chr@~i© alc@h@liCg Wh@ w~s 
~ls@ drunk ~~din his r@@m ~s @f the time 
@f the sh@@ting. She sta~~d that ORLJ:Y 
did net ©@me @ut @f his room ~round the 
time cf the sh@@ting. 

Room 8 - vac~~t. (This i~ the r@om whi~h Mrs. 
BREWER first sh@W~d. t@ the .mamt l!ll.~iIDJ.g the 
n~me JOHN WILLARD.) 

Room 9 - Oc©upi~d by &ROW CARTER,~ m~n 55 to 60 
ye~rs of ~ge, unempl@yed, wh@ receives 
welf~re ©h®ck~· ~nd wh@ ~~s a physical 
afflicti@n. (She $t~ted o~e @f hi~ h~nds 
is d@f@l"med @r '~dr~Wl.lll. up .. 00

) She stated 
this m~~ ~l~@ drink~ consider~bly. She 
d@es l.lll.@t believe h~ w~~ home at the tim~ 
@f the ~h@@ting. 

Room 10 = Occupi~d by LEONARD UTON 9 $ge 60 to 65 9 
who she u~der~t~l.lll.d~ t@ b~ ~ l@ng-time 

NORTH WING: 
-,,:rm, mm:eem:rre 

resident ~t thi~ r@@ming h@~sei who reportedly 
formerly worked @n ~ riveir boa,i. She ~tated 
it is her impressi@~ that he W~$ in his 
room ~sleep ~t the tim~ @f the sh@@ti~g 
~nd that he to@ h~d b~en drinkil.lll.g. 

(R@oms on north wing ~r® nlWlillb®red 1-B thr@ugh 6-B 9 

reading from west t@ e$~to Th@~~ d@or~ h$ving numbers 
@$V@ numerals only @n th~m~ but ~11 of th® t~n~nts 
underst11nd that the d@~igw.~ti©n @f vv:e~v r~fers. to the 
rooms in the north wing.) 

R@om 1-B - (l©c~ted we~t ©f &i. n~rth-~@lllth h~llW®'Y 
whi©h C©lll.lll.®©t~ t@ ®n ~ncl@~~d w~lkw~y 
c@nne©ting the two wing~ @f th~ r@oming 
h@~~®) ~©~upied by lM:ir'~o JE~SIE Le LEDBETTER, 
~ wid@w wh@ ~h® und~r$tand~ h~s r®~ided ~t 
tb,i@i$ ~ddr@~~ f@.'if ~@m® 8 t© 10 ye~rs o Mrs. 
LEDBE°.!Mr1D i~ ~:' @l@1mf oo@t~. , 
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R@om 3-B - Va©aimt. 

R@0>m 4-JB - ~cupied by W:U~I~ AHCB!il!TZ, empl@J<ed : at 
Du.vall Traimsf~r C~*pany. Mrs. BllDR 
later le!irlmiH!ll. 11 that , Mr. A:NCimTZ 
r<ep@rted.ly ,aw , the 11aim ruimimiimg d4'»Wn. tllae 
hall, #'@ll@Willllg the sh@@ting l!ll.l!lld bad SOM 
c@imversati@n with him. 

' 

R@@m 5=B ""' R@@m @ccu.pied by ''the man uidng name,. 
U'OD WILLARD :-aimd which r@@m htiil.d not·:,. 
been :rented since f@rme:r tenant, 
00:MMO:OORE STDART, died about Marca 13 
@r 14, 1968. 

R@@lll 6~B ... O©cupied by lir. aimd Mrs.. CHARLIE STBPHDS. 
Mr. STEPHENS is an unemployed tub~rculosis 
pati~•t a~d his wife is presently conti~ed 
to he:r bed. 
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1 

WILLIAM CHARLES ANSCHtr.fZ, 422½ South Maino Apartment 
4B 0 Memphiso advised. that he is employed by the Firestone 
Tire and Rubber Compalt'Ay 0 1054 Firestone Avenueo Memphiso 

He returned home from work about 2i30 pom•o 
April 4., 19680 Miss JESSE LEDBETTER0 a neighbor in Apartment 
l:8 0 ,came to his room to watch televi~ion.. They watched television 
throughout the afternoono 

On two occasion.$!\ during the .afternoon., ANSCHTrrZ ti"i·ed 
to get into the bathroom at the end of the hall to pour out 
some water he had used to wash disheso Each time someone 
was in the bathroomG The ~econd time ANSCHUTZ went to the 
bathroomo another neighboro CHARLIE STEVENS of Apartment 6B, 
told ANSCHUTZ that a new tenant who rented Apartment SB 
was in the bathroomo ANSCHUTZ did not know the exact 
time of his attempts to get into the bathroomq but he indicated 
these attempts were only a few minutes apart. He does not know 
how long the new tenant was in the bathroomu but it ~eemed like 
a long time to him& 

Later ANSCHUTZ heard a shoto He had been watching 
television for some time 0 but he did not have any idea what 
time it wase He got up and went to the dooro As he opened 
it a man came down the halle ANSCHUTZ thought the man came 
out of Apartment 5Bo but he ~ould not tell for sure. 

The man was running and a~ he passed ANSCHUTZ's 
dooro he held his hand and arm ~ver his fa~e so ANSCHUTZ 
could not get a good look at himo As the man passed ANSCHUTZ, 
ANSCHUTZ saido !@I thought I beard a shot! 00 The :m.an answered., 
•
0Yeh.., it. was a shot .. 10 

The man was carrying $Omething under his armo It 
appeared to be so~~thing long and was wrapped in what looked 
like a blanket. ANSCHur'.ll?Z thought it might be a gun. 
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ANSCHUTZ khew that the shot had been fired nearby, 
but he could not tell if it came from the bathroom or from 
apartment 5B. He had never seen the man or talked to him 
until he saw the man running down the hall. He thinks the 
man went down the stairs to Main Street, but he did not follow 
him. 

Afte:t-i-tlle man had run down the hall, CHARLIE STEVENS 
came out of his apartment, and said he had also heard a shot. 
ANSCHUTZ went into the bathroom, and looked out the window. A 
police officer in the backyard yelled for him to get away 
from the window. ANSCHUTZ heard a girl say that the shot had 
come from the window. 

After leaving the bathroom, ANSCHUTZ went to the 
other side of the roominghouse, and told the landlady, 
Mrs. BREWER, that he had heard a :shot. Then he went back to 
his room to watch teleiision. To the best of his knowledge, 
ANSCHUTZ cannot remember the man having any.other luggage, etc., 
except the object that was wrapped up in the blanket. 

ANSCHUTZ describes the man as follows: 

Height: 
Build: 
Age: 
Clothes: 

6' 
Slim 
30 9 s 
Did not seem to be wearing a 
coat. 

ANSCHUTZ did not ~ee the man's face because the ma~ 
covered it with his arm. and hand. ANSCHUTZ does not think he 
could identify the man if he saw him again. ANSCHUTZ said he 
had not been drinking at all during the afternoon. He had to 
stop drinking for health reasons. 

ANSCHUTZ advised that JESSE LEDBETTER is a deaf mute. 
She can read and write and can speak ·sign language. ANSCHUTZ 
does not know if she saw the man when he ran past the door. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date __ 4_/_10_/_6_8 ____ ~~ 

Mr. ClflfARLIE QUITMAN STEPJimNS, Room 6-B, secoijd floor, 
422½ S. Main Street, furll'llished the following information to · 
Lieutellll.allll.t J. D. HAMBY, Homi~ide Bureau, Memphis Police 
Department, and SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON: 

Mr. STEPJH!ENS 9 who stated he is 46 years of age, 
and his wife occupy 2 room illll the no:irth w:illng of .a roo!lllillll 
house, the address of which is 422½ s. Main Street. This 
~ooming house actually cover~ the second floor of 2 
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENSi room being located in the 
north. ·building ill'll the southea~t corner of the )l!lOl"th building. 

Sometime in the late afterllll.oon of April 4, 1968, 
he and his wife were in their :room. His wife, who has 
Jrie<eently been in the hospital for an extended period of 
t,.ime, was in bed iltll their combination of living-bedroom. 
He was in the kitchell'll, which is east of the living-bedroom. 
He was repairing a radio on a table located at the north 
wall of the kitchen. Immediately nonh ·, of him is a common 
bathroom which is located at the east el!'lld of an east-west 
hallway in the north building. While he was repairing the 
:radio, he heard ~hat he i!il icertaim1 was a shot, and he ;is · ,,.. .:' 
certain that shot came from the bathroom from a point 
within just a few feet of where he w~s sittill'llg. He has no 
way of kn.owing the time but can only ®stimat® it was sometime 
between 5~00 and 6!00 PM. 

Upon hearing this shot, he walked out of the kitchen 
through his living-bedroom and opened the door leadillllg onto 
the hallway and observed a man runll'lling west down this hallway 
airu:!I this man. was carryill'llg a la!"g® bamdle of some kind. He 
~ould estimate that this bull'lldle or package was at least 
3 or 4 feet long and 6 to 8 inches thick. Although he saw the 
man and the bundle only mom.entarily, he gaill'lled the impressio~ 
that the bul!'lldle was wrapped in scamethin.g, po~sibly a newspaper. 
This man coll'lltinued running to the end of the hallway turning 
left (south) and apparently theweaft~w ran down the st~irways 
onto the street, although h® could not actually see the man 
goi~g down the staiwway. 
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It illllllmediately o~~u~~®~ to Mr. STEPHENS that 
this was the so® man h® had S®®D ®a~li®lr in the afternoon, 
possibly arou!nld mid-aft®ll°DOOl!l\ 9 sta!1llding at the door to 
room 5-B whi©h is l~cated imm®diately w@st of Mr. 
ST,EPHENS '1 livi!1llg-lb>®dlt"oOm. l!l[@J stra:tt®d that al'O'll.ll)lll!d mid­
afternoon he had se®l!l\ a man with Mlt"s. BREWER standing in the 
hallway at the ®!1llt:Wa!1ll~® tio iroom 5-:B looking into room 5-B. 
He saw the ma!1ll's left side. Th® man had !1llothing in his hands 
at the time. He assumed this was somme 1!1\®W gue~t looking 
at a room. 

Mil". STEPl!lIENS stated that he a!1lld his wife remained 
ilnl their room the iest 'Of th@ aftelt"m1oon. He pointed out that 
he 9 M:r. · STEPHENS 9 ' is a, «lli~abled vet®J:ran who ha~! been treated 
for tube:irculosis 1 ' althd 'he spen«i1s most of his tiDJle in his r<>01'!S 
~1th hi~ wife whoi Ht'" also i,,11 an<dl who at pi>esent is a bed 
pa:lt ient • 

Sometime after seeing thisaan with Mrso BREWER, he 
heard someo!1lle i!1ll room 5-B and as~umed the man hehad seen 
had rented the room next door. He state~ tlbat he recalls 
on i!everal different occasion~ hearing footsteps in this room 
and also leaving f:rom this room pa~t his (Mr. STEPHENS 9s) 
room and into the ~ommon bathroom at the east e!1lld of the 
hall. He was also very much awar~ that whe~ the pe:rson went 

flrom :room 5-B to the bath:room 9 that pe:wsoID.\ r<emained in the bath­
room, for a coEllSid®l'abl® period of time. He poillllted out that 
thi~, i~ pa.Jrticula~:l(y noti<Ceable siID.\~e. this is a commoltl bathroom, 
~hi~h must be used by 'ea ID.\umber of «iliff®reimt ite1rumits. He 
also specifically i®called that OID.\ly on o~e occasiollll did 
he hear the commode b®ing flu~h@d alllld h® was tbe:refore curioµf . 
8,$1 to why this pe:w~ol!l\ waSil Sp@!1ll<dlimig so l!llllll~h time illll the bathr~om. 

He stated that oID.\ th® la~t o~~a~iollll that someone 
went from llllUmb®:w 5=B to th@ batlwfoom prior to the time he 
heard the shot, he would ~~timat® that that per~on remainep 
ilnl the bathroom for at lea~t 20 to 30 mi!1llutes. During 
this pe:wiod he hea:w<dl imo- imoi~~s coming f:wom th~ ba:tthroom. 
He al~o ~pecifically :w~call~ that during this ~am® period, 
Ml!:'. WILLIS ANCHt:JJ!Z (phoim~tiC)9 who ©CCUpie~ room 4-B, immedi­
ately w~~t of 5-B wh~re th~ !1ll®W t~~a~t appar~imtly was located, 

----..-1'"', __ .. ,..w••---•----• ----------.,---.---•--111~1111111""11"1 _________ ._M!i~il■IIJ,& ___ IIIW.---. 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987 
3 

• 

had knocked o~ Mr. STEPHJ!ffl!Sij~ d©or a~d somewhat angrily 
i~q~ired a~ to who was stayi~g i~ the bathroom so long. 

It was at the end of thi~ latter period of time 
that Mr. STEPHENS heard the above described shot which he 
was certain cue from the batlhur>oom. He stated that immediately 
after the shot wa~ fired he heard some people located across 
the stree\ east of the buildi~g where he lives, screaming. 
Due to the excitement of the moment 9 the fact that people 
acro~s the street i~ the vicinity of the Lorraine Motel 
were scremllll.i~g, and the fact that his hearing is not the 
best 9 he did not hear any a~ditio~al noise~ coming from the 
bathroom. Be pointed out that h~ would expect to hear a 

nscu.ff le u comillllg fr.om the bathrioom if th!Ei muull in the bathroom 
had fired the shot that killed MA~TIN LUTHER KING, but he 
camiot recall hea:wing ~u<CJh a vo~cuff le o 

00 He ~tated that he 
simply has no way of knowing whether th® man came out of the 
bathroom 9 went into room 5-B and then rallll out of 5-B down 
the hall toward the front of the buildil!llg 9 or whether the man 
in the bathroom ran dire©tly from the bathroom down the 
hallway toward the fro~t of the building. He ~tated he did 
hesitate a few mom@nts after hearing the shot and hearing the 
screami~g outside before h® went to the door and looked down 
the ball to ~ee the ma~ ru~~ing ~arryi~g something in his hand. 

Mr. STEPHENS advi~ed that the only people in the 
north building of thi~ rooming hou~e at the time of this 
in©ident were (1) Mr. STEP!mMS, (2) Mr. STEPHENS 9s wife, 
who was in bed and who wa~ never in a positio~ to observe 

. a~ything, (3) Mr. WILLIS ANCEUI {phonetic), above,in room 
4-B, who came out of his roQm a~d wa~ ~een by Mr. STEPHENS 
at the same time Mr. STEPHENS ~aw the ma~ ru~ning dow~ the 
hall, ( 4) Mr~. J'ESSJ[E LEDB111:TTEJR 9 a <dleaf and dumb lady who re• 
sides in Jroom 1-B towa'.l!:'d the :fro~t (west) of th~i11l!i\@rth wing 
or n~~th buildingp and (5) the u~know~ man who had occupied 
room 5-B who was runni~g dow~ the hall a~ previously stated 

Mr. STEPHENS ~tated that Mr. ANCHUtZmade some rema~k 
to the ul!ilk~ovn man who was ru~ning dow~ the hallway and the 
unknow~ ma~ apparently made som~ kind af ~eply. 
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Mr. STEPlBIENS advi~e~ th~t wherea$ he could hear 
footsteps in 5-B and ©ould hear footsteps between 5-B and the 
bath~oom, he .at no time heard any conve~sation in 5-B, 
and he is certain that ther~ was no conve~~ation in 5-B 
from. the time the new tena~t checked in until the time 
he heard the $hot. He stated he never heard any noise or 
footsteps which would indicate to him there was ever more 
than one person in room 5-B. He pointed out that whereas 
his hearing is not too good, it is very easy to hear noises 
in the adjoining roolWl!l of this ~ooming house and he definttely 
can hear n.ornu1J.l conversatio)l'l), coim'dl!llg from that room. Mr. 
STEPHENS stated that whea he saw the new tenant with Mrs. 
BREWER standing in front of 5-B 9 he only saw the left side 
of the new ten.ant, and when he saw what he believes to be the 
same man running down the hallway carrying something, he only 
saw this person from the rear. He pointed out he never saw 
him directly in front 9 but based upon his observations he 
would describe this person as follows~ 

Name ~ 
Race: 
Sex~ 
Age~ 
Height~ 
Weight: 
Build~ 
Posture~ 
Hair ~ 

25 

Ullllknown 
White 
Mal(!tl) 
woiIDl hif§!l 30 Vs. " 
5 g 10-1!9' 
165 poul!ll.ds 
Av®:irage 
Ma)l'l), stood erectly 
Desc:iribed as sandy, also 
<d!esc:iribe@ as 1'<da:irk blon.d" 
~"having the appeara!filce of 
Ul!ilwash®d ~a11MJ ~ 
Further ~e~cribed larline 
as :ireceding on left side 
(and pre~umably on both sides) 
makillilg it appear he would haYe 
q'p~ ak~ 11 ol!il either side but 
with full thick hair toward 
t~® fro@t center of his head 
b@itwee~ the peak~. Hair 
comb@d straight back. Normal or average haircut. 
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Bare headed, wearing dark 
suit 
ClealDl shavelDl, neat appearing 
individual. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ 4..c.../_7-=-/_6_8 ___ ~~ 

CHARLES STEPHENS,, Apartment. 6Bu 422½ South Main 
St.reetb Memphisu advised that on the afternoon of April 4, 
1968 9 he was with his wife at the above addresso He stated 
that at about Jg30 pom*u ~ft the above dat~, be began working 
on a ta.ble·wodel radio of his which was itl fteed of repairo 
He said he took a radio to the kitchen.~ placed it on the 
table.which was against the wall that wu -ajacent to the 
bathroom which was used by all tenants• ~is flooro As he 
was working on his ra~iO he could hear the man in the next 
apartment to.him, Apart11ent SBu l~ave ~is room several times 
and go i~to the bat.bro~~$ Mro STEPHE,ltfS stated that he knew 
it wa, the aan who ha4 j~st checked in to Apartment SB that 
afternoon because he ~o\lld. hear the door of Apartment SB 
open and then footsteps would go doWD the hall to the bathroom, 
the bathroom door would open and then closec 

Mr. STEPHENS said that during these various trips that 
the individual in Apartment SB made to the bathroom he failed 
to flush the toilet or t.o run any water with the exception of 
the last time he was in the bathroom. At this time he flushed 
t.he toilet.. He stated that t.his bndividuai seemed to be spending 
an undu~ length of time in this bathroom. At about 6:00 p.m., 
cm April 4, 1968 11 Mr .. STEPHENS heard a loud no•ise which he desc~i:bed 
as sounding like a gunshot. 0ome from the bathroom. Upon hearing 
thi!.Sl noise!) Mr., STEPHENS mn from the ki t.chen where he was repairing 
his radio to his doo~ that led to the hallwayo H~ stated this i$ 
only a distance of ~out. 10 t.o 12 feet.., Upon opening the door 
he saw a man leave t.he bathroom carrying a package of about th~e~ 
feet long and wrapped in what appeared to be newspaper. Be saw 
the man run down the hall and then turn left. as if he were trying 
t.o leave the apartment. buildingo Ast.hi$ was happening WILLIE 
ANSCmffZn who lived in Apartment 4Bo came out of his apartment 
and went to the pat.hroomo ANSCHUTZ tmen told STEPHENS to loQk out 
of his windowo STEPHENS said.that he then looked out of his 
kitchen window which faced the Lorraine Hotel and saw a lot of 
policemen scurrying about and pe@ple running' scre~ing in the 
vicinity of the hotel. 

27 
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Ml'. ITEPDNS ~t~t~d tut th~ m~n who was in 
Apartment 58 had ~he~ked in ~bout 3:00 or 3:30 p.m. on 
April 4, 1968. Be st~t~d he \W~s ~u:we of t~is because be had 
heard the la~dlady showing him the ~partment at that time« Be 
stated he glanced o@t of his door and got a fairly goQd look at 
the m~n who he desicrilblieiidl as beilllll a \Wb.ite !UJ.le; 5' 10-11°; 
weighing 165 po~nds; ~l~~der b~ild; ~~ddy @omplexion; sandy 
hair; had a long 9 sha~p pointed mo~®; wearing what appea~ed to 
be a dark blue or bla~k ~uitp \White shirt and dark tie. 

Mr. STEPDNS stated that the ma~ w~o he saw running 
o~t of the bathroom ©lo~ely re~embled the•~ who had checked 
i~to ApartmeDt SB. H® s~id he ~o~ld on.11 s~e the man who ran 
from the b~throom from b~hin.d 9 b~t his general build, hair 
~olorin.g .·and clothes ~ere the s3ll.me ~s the iruiividu.al i:n 
Apartment 58. 

·Mr o STEPHENS de~c,r~.J»~d the imvrlli widua 1 he saw ru,nning 
ol!llt of th'e bat~woom as foll@~s: 

~Cf 
~e~ 
.Height 
Weight 
Build 
Complexion. 
Hair 
Clothi~g 

White 
,Male 
5'10-11" 
165 
Slel!:ll.der 
Ruddy 
Sa~dy, ~lightly o~ dark side 
W~a~imig d3ll.rk ~~it 

Mr~ STEPHENS .3ll.dded tlll!ro. t he h3!1d miew~r 'met th~ man who 
checked ·in.to Apartme~t SB, talked to ~im, or knew kis nme • 

... 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date ____ 4-=-/_6..,_/_6_8~-~ 

Mrs. GRACE HAYES STBPJH!il.N~, Ap~rtment 6=B, 422! 
MaiIDl .Street, Memphis, Tennessee, f~rnished the following 
inf or111Mtt ion: 

Mrs. STBP:HD'S s~id th@ht she was in bed all day 
on April 4, 1968, as l!llhe lbi$.S ftllee!lll ill for several months. 
She advised that she he~rd a noise, which sounded like 
a firecracker at 6 p.m., April 4, 1968. She said the noise 
oo~nded to her as if it ©ame from the yard on tbe east 
side of her apartaimeimt. She S$l.id she did irnot think anythin.g 
aoout the imoise as it was coaon for trains to set off 
firecrackers on the tr~cks·o!lll tm. east side of her 
apartment. Mrs. STBPDJNS said sh® heard soft footsteps 
~oming from out of the b~throom, which is located adjacent 
to her apartment, and proceed i!t!lg . rapidly down the hallw&l'!y 
toward the eirntrance to the apartme1n1t lhluildiirng., 

Mrs. STBPHBNS s~id she then he~rd screaming 
and yelling from the east side of her apartment Dear the 
Lorraine Hotel at 406 Mulberry Street. Mrs. STEPW$NS 
said she did ~ot get out of bed at any timtei on April 4, 
1968, and did not see anyone leave the apartment bathroom 
and knows nothing el:se rel~ting to the abovementioned noise~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4_/_l_0_/6_8 ____ _ 

Mr. BDTIE L. EmEVES, Eo@m 3, wouth wing of rooming 
house located o~ seco~d flooJ1", 422½ s. Main Street, Memphis, 
fur~i~hed the,followi~g i~foJl"matio~ to Lieutenant J. D. 
BAMBY, Borniicide Bureau, Memphi~'Polic® 1Depa:irtme»1t, and 
SA FMRLIN L. JOHNSON. MJI". REEVES 9 \i!Who advised he is 74 years 
of age, retired, foFm~rly a @Jl"agli~® operator, railroad 
fireman a~d hotel clerk, advi~ed h® ha~ Jl"esided at this 
address for the past 8 years. 

He stated that sometime i~ the late afteJ1"noon of 
April 4, 1968 9 exact tim® ~ot re~alled, h® was in his 
room whe~ he heard a sh@t. Be immediately walked out into 
the large hallway at whi~h time th@kndlady, Mrs. BISSII 
BREWER, and her husband FRANK, who oc~upy room 2, next 
door· to his room, als·o c ae out of theiir room. The 3 of them. 
proceeded east down the large hallway or lobby of this wing 
of the roming house to the east door. A~ they walked 
down the hallway they heard screams coming from across the 
street to the east of this building in the vicinity of tae 
Lo:mraine Motel. ijpon arriving at the rear (east) door, 
poli~e officers in the area iMtru©ted them to get back 
inside and they did so. 

Mr. REEVES advised he did not ~ee anyone leave the 
buildiDg and does not know who fired the ~:hot and has no 
way of knowing the exact looatio~ of th® shot which he 
heall."d. 

He advised that ®arli®r i!Wl th@ afternoon of April 4, 
1968, and pell"b.aps aroulli!d 3 :OO P .,lM! .. 9 h® had returned to his 
room. after goillilg to Jim ~.s Cafe looated llil@a?'by. As he approache<J 
his room, he ~aw a strange man stallildillilg at the door of the 
lar».dlady ts room.. Th.is man th@reaftenr left from the vicinity 
of the door to the landla~y's room allil~ walke~ north across 
a hallway to the lli!Orth vi~g of th.i~"ro•i~g house. He 
pointed out that the roomimig house located on the second 
floor is 'actually looated in two ~iff@ll"®nt buildings, but 
there is an enclo~ed· walkway toward th~ fr~~t ofthese two 
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secolllld floor cal!ll walk from the l!llorth buildillllg to the south 
buildiq. The rooms illll the ID!(()rtlhl 'bMildil!llg have a non 
l!llumber, such as 1-B, 2-B alllld so forth 9 whereas the rooms 
illll the south buildillllg have l!llO letter of the alp~abet follow­
illllg the room l!llumb~rs. Thi$ l!ll®W t@l!llallllt walked ·through this 
enclosed walkway from th® ~outh to the l!llorth building 
where the ''B 9

' r>oomms are looated. He did .llllot see him again. 
He pointed out that he ollllly ~aw this man trtfiD. ,the rear · .. 
alllld right side as the mallll left the lal!lldlady's door and wal~ed 
north to the north buildillllg. 

Mr. REEVES 'turni~hed th@ followi~g description of 
the man seellll by him: 

Name: 
llb,ce g 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Buil;d: 
Hai:ir> : 
,D:ire~s: 

Gelllle:iral Appearallllce~ 
Miscellalllleous ~ 

31 

Uimklll\~l!ll 
White 
Male 
25-30 
s 9 11 °~ to· a, 
165-175 pOUlilHd!S .-
Ave:irage' . 
Dark, full head of hair 
Bare h~a<ded; iilli1 dark. suit~ ·· 
dlid ID.lot ~e~ .. ~hirt or tie· 
0°Pl"etty lf/l(l)at oi 

llbr. REEVES stated that 
this mallll defilfllitely was ~ot 
©arryiimg anything when he 
saw him al!lld'the man did not 
say alfllything when he was in 
the mmrrs preselfllce. 
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FD-302 (Rev_✓,4-15-64) 

/ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 

FRANK BREWEl 9422J South Main Street, Apartment 2, 
Memphis, advised that \is wife~ BESSI~ BREWER, i.s the 
landlord of the roominghouse at 422½ South Main, Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

BREWER works at Velsicol Chemical Corporation, 
1199 Warford, Memphis, Tennessee. He arrived home from work 
about 5:30 p.m. on April 4p 1968. He immediately sat down to 
eat supper. His wife told him that she had rented 
apartment 5B that afternoon, but she did not mention anything 
about the person to whom she rented the room. -

BREWER finished his supper and sat down to watch 
television. He figured the time to be just about 6:00 p.m. 
He heard a loud noise that ~ounded like a gun, but he · 
thought it must be a firecracker. He got up and went to the 
door to see what had made the noise, He opened the door that 
leads into t,he hall. He heard people behind the roominghouse 
yellingj ''Oh_ God, help me! 9t He al:sio heard some firemen from the 
nearby fire station running toward the Lorraine Hotel, and 
one of them said, "Someone has been ISlhot," 

BREWER ran to the back door and wa){.out on the back 
porch. It took him two or three seconds to urilock the door 
and get· it open. BREWER figures that the time elapsed from 
when he heard the noise until he stepped onto the back porch 
was about 15 - 20 seconds. 

As he stepped out on the porch 9 a uniformed officer, 
possibly from the Sheriffus Office 9 ran into the backyard of, 
the roominghouse and yelled to BREWER 1 '

0Get back in the house 
and lock the door. 0

' BREWER thought he was from the Sheriff's 
Office because he was wearing dark green pants and a tan shirt. 
As BREWER started back insides another officer yelled, "The shot 
came from there, 0 and pointed toward the north.east corner of the 
roominghouse. BREWER thought the officer was pointing toward 
either the windows on the northeast corner or the roof. 
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BREWER came back into the apartment house and 
locked the door, He looked out the window and saw two 
policemen on the roof of the building that faces Mulberry Street, 
and is just northeast of the building at 422 South Main. 

BREWER went back to hi~ apartment and sat down. 
He did not hear anything until WILLIAM ANSCHUTZ, who lives 
in apartment 4B, came to BREWER'S door and yelled, "The guy 
that rented the room ran down the steps, and had something 
wrapped up that looked like a gun. 99 

· BREWER did not go out 
to look for the man, 

The police came to the door within a minute or two, 
and officers were there the whole night, 

BREWER and hi~ wife have lived at 422½ South Main, 
Apartment 2 9 since March 12 9 1968, BREWER never did $ee the ma~ 
registered as JOHN WILLARD 9 and, thusj could offer nothing 
concerning WILLARD's appearance, BREWER examined the rent 
receipts dating back to January 27 1 1968~ and could find no 
record of a JOHN WILLARD living here before April 4, 1968. 

----------- -- -~- -~7•c---------------- --IT--~-~------------.--~-----~ 
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FD-302 (R<;v• 4-15-64) 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/6/68 Date ____________ _ 

1!r. BOWARD OONNitE VANCE, 422½ South Main Street,: . 
Apartment 4, S@ttth Wi\oll', Memphis, Temnessee, furnishea the 
followimg imf@rmatiom: 

llr • VANCE said lhle Wl!JJ.S ' 11 int@:d.ca ted'' f@r tb.e twe 
days ~f April 3 and 4, 1968. Be said he went to the bathroom 
twice on April 4, 1968, at 9 ~-•· and at 3 p.m., and did 
m@t see anyome @r bear any@me on th.ose two occasi@ms. 
VANCE said he lives alone im his r@@a. Re said he w~s 
completely unaware of amy actiwity outside of his r@@m 
f@r the tw«> a'l®ove-•111ti@Dlilld d®.tes. 

4/5/68 at ,,emplhlis, TemililleiH§ll®E!l 

SAS STEPlH!D g\ DARLXNGTOJM 
alQ!d JOHN W. BJ.Ula . SJM!D':llllillh/wp 4/5/68 

by -------------'------------Date dictated---------
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date --"-4,__/=--11=/'--6'-8"--___ ~ 
l 

Mr, J. L. MESSER, 422½ Sout~ Main Street, Apartment 
5, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the following information: 

Mr. MESSER 9 speaking in a very loud tone, stated 
that he was extremely hard of hearing and was almost deaf. 
He stated that he did not know anything had happened that 
was out of the ordinary on April 4 9 1968, and that he was in 
his room the entire day. He stated he did not know anything 
had occurred until that morning, April 5, 1968, when Mrs. 
BREWER told him tha.t someone had been killed. Mr. MESSER 
stated that he has been having trouble with his baek and 
that ke spends most of his time either in bed or sitting down 
in his room. 

He stated he could furnish no information in this 
matter. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 

1 

FRAN~ M. MARLEYj 422½ South Main Street, Apartment' 7, 
advised that he was home all day on April 4, 1968. He 
heard a loud noise about 6:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968, but 
he had been drinking heavily all afternoon, and he did not 
get out of bed to see what was happening. 

He, did not see the man who rented Room 5Bt and 
he did not hear anything unusual after he heard the ·loud 
noise. 
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Ollll April 5,, 1968, all'll @ffort was made by 
Lieutenant J-. l) .. BAMBY, Homicide Bauri:eau 9 and SA · 

, FRAma!H L. ~to intervi<etff Mr. FRANK MILLARD MARLEY, 
~hi te male,· 81, years old 9 ten.ant imi. :iroom 1' south wing 'Af 
roomiimg house secomid flo«:>r, 422½ s. Maiim Street, Mempl:l:t.s, 
Texullessee. Extreme d1ff iculty was experienced ··1n an effort 
to interview Mr. MARLEY 1i'ho stated he is 81 years of age~ Mr .. ~, 
MARLEY :stated he had': 111eard a shot sometime late in the ,, 
afternoon of April 4, 1968, at which time he stated he was 
standing om the back · porch ( loca:ted at the. east end of a 
large hallway in the celnl.ter of the south building or sou~h 
wing of the rooming house at this address)., Be, sta,ted tkat 
he was on the back porch to hang out some clothing~ Be 
pointed out some itms of clothing in water in a wash pan., 
It was noted these.items of clothing had not been wr~ng oui 
and were still in. the wash water. 1 

· ·"' 

Mr. MARLEY related ~everal different ~ersions 
as to what h~ had ,een aID.lCti w~ere he had been located.a at 
o]Ple, poi1at stating thew~. were. 3 men i~volved in t,he shooting 
9£. MARTXN LUTHER KI)NfG a~d that he had see.n one ~f th~m . 
sliding down a banl:t. east of the above mentioned back portion 
whereas the other 2 had ~un west out of the building, At 
thiis, point, he sta:ttceid that he was in the hallw~y. when the 
2 men ran west and· one of them told him 0 get the hell out 
of the .way. 0 He also stated at one poin.t that one of the men 
rultll.nin.g west had a;: ~9y'a'.!lllkee brogue l)<~ al!lld at another point 
stated o~e of them lboked like a!lll llllldiaa~ 

During eff6lf'ts to interview Mir. MARLEY• Mr"' FRANK 
Bl!UWER, husband of the landlady of this building, Mrs, 
BESSIE'BREWER, advised Lto J. Do HAMBY and SA FRANK.L. 
JOJBINSON that Mr. MARLEY is a complete alcoholic, stays drunk 

, all the t.ime 1 alnld he personally knows that Mr. MARLEY was ' 
pas:sed out in his room at the time Mr.~ BREWER_, Mrs~ BREWER,, 
and another tenan.t Ml'. BERTIE REEVES heard a shot around 
6t00 PM, April 4, 1968. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

! Date _4--"'--'/'-7-'-"/_6~8'--__ ~__,..-

HAROLD CARTER0 422½ South Mains Apartment 911 advi~t!'cf,;-, 
that he arrived at home. about 4i30 Peffioo on April 4, 1968. 
He ~nt. to his room and he was still there when he heard 
a shot about 6i00 PcMe He $t,ayed in his room until the 
police came inside about 10-15 minutes latero 

CARTER did not see the man who rented Apartment SB, 
and he did not notice anything unusual before or after he 
heard the shoto He does not fe~l he h~s anythi~g that \«>uld 
help-in the investigation of this caseo 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 4/7/68 

l 

ALFRED W. EATONg 422t South Main Street, 
Apartment 10~ advise~ that he had been in and out of the 
apart~ent most of the day on April 4 1 1968. He had been 
drinking that afternoon 9 and was taking a nap when 
he was awakened by a loud noise and some commotion outside 
the boardinghouse. He got out of bed, and looked out the 
back window of the house. He saw someone covering up a 
body across the street. 

EA'ION did not see the person who rented 
Apartment 5B in the roominghouse. .He also heard nothing 
in the other wing of the building (where Apartment SB is 
located) after the shot was fired. 

EATON s~id he went back to bed shortly thereafter, 
and did not know what actually happened until the morning of 
April 5, 1968. . 

\ ' 
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