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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April 161 1968 

CHA RLE'S ELVIN STONE , 584 Ore hard. Drive, Memphis $ 

Tennessee, was interviewed at-the Number Two Engine House 11 
Memphis Fire Department, 474 South Main ·Street. STONE advised 
that he is a member of the Memphis Fire Department, and has been 
in this employment for the past t.hree years. He stated that he was 
on duty at the Firehouse on April 4, 1968, and was a witness 
to the shooting of. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING. He stated that at 
approximately 6:00 p.m. on that date, he was in the rear looker 
room of the Fire Department, and was looking out the back 
window across the street to the motel where DR. KING was staying. 
He advised that DR. KING was standing on the balcony outside 
of his hotel room, and was talking to another individual below 
the balcony. STONE stated that there was another man standing to 
the right of DR. KING, and. a number of other individuals located 
in the courtyard directly below the hotel room of DR~ KING~ 

STONE stated that as KING was talking to the individual 
below him., a shot rang out, and DR. KING .fell ove.r backwards. 
ST~NE stated that he was stunned for a few seconds, and after 
realizing what had happened, ran inside to t~e center of the 
firehouse, and told both the other firemen and the police 
officers that were in the firehouse at that time that DR. KING 
had been shot. At first the officers thought that STONE was 
joking~ but one of the other firemen came rushing i:n saying the 
same thing. At that instancei all of the police officers 
rushed out of the firehouse in an attempt to cut off the area 
in which the shooting occurred. STONE stated that at approximateiy. 
ten seconds later, he wetrt out the side door of the Fire Department» 
and proceeded towards Mulberry Street, the street on which 
DR. KING's motel was located. STONE stated there was mass 
confusion at the hotel as people were rtu:.in.ing to see what had 
happened, and the only ones he saw on the street at that time 
were the police officers who were converging on the area,. STONE 
stated that he did not notice any white man in the a:rea 
immediately after the shooting nor did he notice any individual 
wearing a white hood. STONE stated that after a few minutes. 
he walked to the front of the Firehouse, but stated that he did 
not observe a1:1y white Mustang .on Front Street or in that vicinity .. 
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STONE also advised that he did !!.1lot notice a Mustang of 
that type near the Firehouse at any time during that day. 

STONE stated!. that with him in the locker room·at the 
time of the shooting were Lieutenant LOENNEKE and Fireman KING1 
both members of the Fir•e Department, and a Negro police 
office1• 1 Officer RICHMOND. STONE stated that all of these 
individuals were: watching the ::hotel :room at the time DR. KING 
was shot, and all saw the actual shooting. STONE stated that 
from the sound of the shot, he thought it came from the parking 
lot located north of the Fire Department, but that :l..t could 
have been slightly further north. 

STONE advised that he was unable to furnish any positive 
information concerning the indi·vidual who fired the shot killipg 
DR. KINGo 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 15, 1968 

:Mr. GEORGE. Wo LOENNEKEi 1390 Smythe, Memphis, 
Tennessee, was interviewed at the :Memphis Police Departmenti 
and furnished the following information: 

LOENNEKE ... sta,ted that he is a Lieutenant at the 
M:emphis Fire Depart:me~t » and is regularly assigned to Fire 
Station Number 2, loc~ted at 474 Sciuth Main Street. He advised 
that he was on duty at this location on April 4, 1968. LOENNEKE 
stated that at approximately 6:00 p.m. on that date he was 
standing, looking through a peephole in a newspaper, which 
had been placed over the window on the rear door of the fire 
station. He stated that he was in the locker room at the 
rear of the station, and with him was a Negro police officer 1 
Officer RICHMOND, and another fireman named WILLIAM KING •. 

LOENNEKE went on to state that as he approached his . 
locker$ which was to the right of the window, Off_icer RICHMOND 
called him and said 2 ''DR. KING is fixing to leave his·· hotel 
room." LOENNEKE stated that he then asked Officer RICHMOND to 
let him look at KING, as LOENNEKE had not seen DR. KING foD 
approximately two years. While LOENNEKE was looking through the 
peephole of the wi.ndow, he saw. DR. KING standing and leaning 
against the rail, looking down to the parking lot, saying 
something to another Negro male. Individuals by the name of 
BABY JESUS and·· Reverend BEVEL were standi.ng to the extreme right 
of DR. KING. LOENNEKE stated that as DR. KING turned slowly to 
his left to say something to the individual below was when the 
shot was fired. LOENNEKE advised that it appeared to him as 
though DR. KING was looking at something or someone that fired 
the shot. LOENNEKE irommediately turned to POlice Officer RICHMOND, 
and stated, "DR. KING has been shot." He stated that Officer 
RICHMOND went in a $tate of shock at the sound of this news, 
and did not take any i;mm.ediate action. 

LOENNEKE stated that he then ran through the apparatus 
floor, telling other police officers that DR. KING had been shot. 
He then went through the 1 u n~hroom of the engine house telling 
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the officers JJrli that location that DR. KING bad been shot~ 
All police offi,cers, upon hearing the i!leWs that DR. KING had 
been shot 3 immediately rushed out the door and proceeded in 
all directions in order to surroultld the motel in which 
DR. KING was stayi~g. 

LOENNEKE further advised that after he informed the 
police officers that DIL KING hadl been shot, he went out the 
front door of the station onto Main Street, but d\id not 
observe anyone ruirrning 011 Ma:i.n Street or any pedestrian traffic 
whatsoever. In addition, he stated that he did not see a white 
Mustang on Main Street after the shooting nor did he hear the 
sound of a,:u automob:i.l.e leavirig in a huri•.ted manner. 

LOENNEKE stated tha.t while he was looking through the 
peephole., both be.fore gln'Jd immediately after DR. KING had been 
shot, he did not see any person ou Mulberry Street weari·ng a 
light jacket or pull-over shj_rt with a hood on it. He stated 
that just pr·ior to the time DR. KING was shot, two Negro females 
were standing on the second floor balcony, a short distance from 
DR. KINGQ LOENNEKE advised that at the time DR. KING was shot, 
these women started hollering :i,n excitement, and appeared to be 
in a state of shock. He stated that ooth women, after realizing 
what had happened 1 then. began to attempt to admiuister help 
to DR. KING. He also advised that there was a white man, without 
a suitcoat and wearing black horn-rimmed glasses, who approached 
the body of DR. KING, and then left to obtain .mo1·e towels,., which 
were being used to stop the blood coming from. DR. KIN,,,~.n:oµy, 
LOENNEKE stated that he had seen this white man previtb'~a:3!:t".ll:.1.at 
date with DR •. KING, and assumed that he was in DR. KINlt~st,pa}:tfty. 
Approximately thirty seconds after t;he shot had been f:i,'t-e'Ci: 1r 

a Negro male appeared on the balcony 1 and started taking · 
photographs of DR. KINGijs 'body. LOENNEKE thought this odd at 
the time because the individual made !JO attem.pt to assist 
DR. KING, but was more concerned with the taking of the pictures, 

LOl:i~NNEK.E further stated that at the time the shot was 
fir.ad 9 he ffill&:tW only one man in the courtyard or pa.::rki.ng lot 
beneath DR. KING's balcony, a:nd this man he assumed was 
DR. KING!~ personal chauffeur. 

LOENNEKE advised that:, to the best of his knowle~ge 1 the 
shot that was fired came f1•om the, left of the firehouse a~d 
from a position which could. no,:t. pe seen from the window fro~ which 
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he was observing DRo KING. He stated that ~:t no t:i,me. did. b.e 
see a wbi te ·male ru!lllnilnlg from tbe area, EUl!d could furn i$h no · 
positive information cor1cernirng a poss.ilble suspect in 'this murder~ 

' ' I ' ' 

WENNEKE advised thn•(~ he was amable "to furnish a11y 
additioirutl informati'.on at t:hd.!S! ti.me. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4~/_1_5_/6_8 ____ _ 
l 

·-
P~t~olmal!ll. EA~NEW ~o Oi~~Tt ~@mphi~ Poli~e 

ID®pa~tm@nt, hom® a~d~®~~ 4264 Dun~ St~®®t 9 Hem.phi~, T®llllnessee, 
a<dlvi~®d d follow~~ 

OIDl. Ap~i 1 4 9 Jl~68 9 !hl® wa~ a~~ig@®dl to a Tact Unit 
whi©!hl i~ al!ll. @m®ifg®IDl.~YUIDl.it. That UIDl.it ~oD~ist~ of 3_auto­
mobil~~ with fou~ poli~® offi©®~~ iIDl. ®a©h automobil®. 
The automobil®~ ~ol!ll.~i~t®~ of both H@mphiffl Polic® Officers 
allld Shelby Cou!IDty Slh~ififf u~ Of'fi~® lD@puties. DuJrillllg the 
day of April 4, 1968, th® m@mb®~~ of that emergellllcy squad 
did challllge cars f~om tim® to tim® $@ that at different times 
«:lluril!ll.g the <dlay h®, hillilll&'§l®lf, wa~ ~idiimg with dliffe!"en.t 
police officer~. Th@y W®W® doing thi~ ~o that the members 
of th® Shelby County Sh@wiffv~ Offi©® di~ l!ll.ot feel that the 
Memphis Police lDepa!"tm@nt @id not want t@ wowk with them. 
Sho!"tly b@fowe 6g00 PM, Ap~il 4 9 19~8 9 th~ 3 ~ar~ making up 
th® em®rgen.cy ~quad O!" Ta©t Un.it pa!"k®~ in. the driveway 
of the fiJr® station. at ~ain and E. Eutl@~ St~e®t~. That fire 
~tatiol!ll. is locat®d ~outh of th® woomin.g hous® from which 
th® shot which killed ~©©io!" MA~TEN Ltl1THER KENG, JR., was 
b@li®v@d to~® fiw@~. A f@n.~@d in. pffki~g lot is located 
between. the fire ~tatiol!ll. al!ll.~ that buildillllg. The 3 vehicles 
maki~g up the ®llilll@!"g®n.©y ~qu~«:ll W®!"® puked facing Main 
Str@@t. Two of th@_ v@lhricl@~ W@!"® ~id@ by ~i~~,, a~d the 
thilt"d V@hicle wa~ di~@©tly b@hiim«:ll Olm@ of tb® 2 car~ which 
f ac@<dl (Q)IDJ.to Mai im Stlf®@t .• 

Be was ~ittiimg iim the loung@ of the fire station 
~t Main. aimd E. Butl®lt" St:it"®®t~ ~ho:irtly b@folt"@ 6:00 PM 
w@adi~g a ~ew~pap®lt" wh@im h® h®a~~ ~attliimg of the plate 
gla~~ win.~ow bebiim~ him. Th® l@u~g® alt"®a ©f that fire 
~tatio~ is on. th® south ~i~® ©f th® buildilmg. He does not 
~ecall h®ariimg almy ~hot b~t ~~ly th® ~~ttling of th@ plate 
gla~s wi~dow,, a~«:ll imm®~iat@ly tb®lt"®~ftew the othe~ members 
il!ll. his ®llilll®~g@~cy ~qua~ b@gaim ~un.lmi~g out of th® ·~o:irth side 
of th® fi~@ ~tatioim b~ildin.g. H~ wa@ out after th~m a~d 

, «.)l!ll tb® out~ide of tlhl@ buiLd!in.g h~ '\11'!'1a~ ~uirp~i~®«ll to fill,')),«:! 
that the othe~ m~b®lt"~ of his em®~g®im©y ~quad w~~e ru~lllling 
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towall"©! tlht1ei:a:> ®llilll®:Wg'~ll'll©Y V(\;\)Jbd.«::llBl~. mrie ran to Mulbe:!l"ry Stweet , .. 
but did ll'llot ~roo~ MulblBl:wry St~®et a~ tlhel"e is a high re­
taill')).i!ll!g wall at Mulb~:wry StlJ."eet. As Jhe arrived at Mulberry 
St:w@~t. 9 otl.me:!f llllil<emlb<eJr8 of Jhisi c.emm<e11rgem1~y gfj\quad hardl gone beyond 
th~ ~~tai!ll!i!ll!g wall 9 had ~lJ."oss~~ Mulb~r~y St~s~t, and were 
WJ.t tlhle lL01t"1rainie Motel. PJ!01l'Aey W(§l):r'<ei cmllill'lll out that Doctor 
MAl/!!N lLtl!TDR l!OING llun<dl biei(f),rn lilhot aimdl tlrnei llhot was believed 
to hav~ come f~om mn apartm~ll'llt or roomi@I hous~ north of the 
fi~e ~tatioll'll. ~e th~n ~all'll back to th$ ~mergency vehicle 
whi~h h~ had p:w~viously b~e!ll as~igIDJ.ed to park9d in the fire 
~tation driv~way facin1 Main Str~~t 9 and ash~ got into 
that v~hi~le~ Patrolmall'll E. !6 OOUGLAS al~o g9t in~o the 
urmU: with him, ru11d Patrolm.alnl DCH11GLJfiS ill11ml\edia:Jtely :~egan 
putti!tllg out a ra«1lio blt"oad<eat&it tJ!ur\t MARTIN LUTHER )lr'.[NG 
h a<dl b<ei@!ll ~hot • I •• ,,, 'c 

l.!Ie dMSJ not lt"ecalJl. ~eeiing any offitC<el' near Canipe•s 
.Amu~emeIDl.t Ceimte:ir, 424 Mai).Th Street 9 at the time he'~nd Patrolman 
DOUGLAS got ilnlto their em®rgeln!~Y unit. After Patrolman 
DOUGLAS radioed the me~~age that KING had been shbt 9 they 
th~IDl. drove their em.erg~IDl.~Y Ulnlit out oIDl.to Mai~ Str~et 9 but 
iIDl.stead of tu:wroiiimg north towar<dl the building; wher~ the shot 
whi~h hit Docto1t° KING wa~ believed to ltuave been fired, 
they tl!Jl:it"!l'll.e<dl south ol!ll Maimn Stire®t 9 <eil.fcled aroumil 'Jhe fire station 

. the:rre, 31.!rll.d drove 11:.mto Mulbe:it":t'Y Street aI!lld i1.lll fll."O!l'h'j!;' of the 
Lor~aine Motel. They stopped mome!l'll.tarily in front of the 
Lo~l.fai!l'll.e Motel o!l'll. Mulberry Street and the!l'h proceeded o~ 
dow!rll. Mulberry Stlfeet to the !rll.@xt street which is Huling 
Ave!l'll.ue, a).Thd they went west O!l'll. Huli!l'll.g Ave!l'll.ue and around to 
Maillll Street where they parked their IBlmergency unit in front 
of the building i!l'll. whi~h the ~hot which hit KING wa~ 
b~li~ved to hav~ been fi~ed. He a!l'll.d Patrolman DOUGLAS got 
out of that emeJfg@IDl.cy unit ~nd took a positiol!ll ac~oss the 
~t~@®t f~om that buil~i!l'll.g on Mai!l'll. St~~et to watch for any 
~u~pe©ts who might come out of the building. He estimated 
that it took he .a!l'll.d Pat~olma!l'll. DOOOLAS f~om 2 to 3 minutes 
f:ll'om the time Doctor K!CNG wa~ shot umrttil they made that 
©i~~l~ arou~d the blo©k and ~a~ back to tbeir po~ition in 
fro!l'll.t. of the buil~bl.ng ol!ll Main Stlt"~et. 

He was d~ess~d in dark blu~ trouse~s, a ~oyal blue 
~hi~t, a da~k blue ti~, and a blue st®el h@lmet. Be does 

95 

I 
• I 

. ' 
I 
I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



lll\@t ~®©all alll\f@lll\® illl\ t~® a~®a wlbi@ mig~t b@ dl~@rib®(dl a~ 
W®~~imig a liglblt ©@l@~®(dl iLUJPl)Pl®Jl" ga~llllil®lll\t 9 @~ W®alrilll\g alll\Jtll'd!Iiig 
wh.i©h might r®~®mbl@ a lblo@~. H@ d@®~ lll\@t ~®©~11 alll\y officers 
ill'll a@y of tlbi@ po~itiofil\~ alollllig Mailill St:t'®®t imi. f~©lll\t of tlhlat 
buildil!'llg l!'ll©:ll:'tlbi of th® fi~@ ~tati@lll\ wlbl®:t'® h@ h@l~ a pooiti@)]_\ 
aft®?' th.® ~lbiootilll\l' Q JB.l® ~oo~ nMJJt Ii:'®© ~11 P~t:ll:'ol1ull.m1 OOLLARHITE 
or alll\f otlbl@~ offi©®:ll:' ~Ulll\lll\illl\g p~t Uo So Fixtl!.lm"®~ m~mem1t~ afte~ 
th® ~hootill'llg. H@ do®~ lll\@t :t'®~all ~®®illl\g ~lll\J offi©®~ lll\Gar· 
C~!Iiiip@ 0

~ Amu~®m®lll\t Celll\t®:t' 9 424 Mailll\ St:t'®@t 9 imm®diatdy ~ft®~ 
tlble-~lblootilll\go Silll\©@ he alll\d th® oth@~ M®mphi~ Polic@ Offi©~rs 
W®~® i~te~©ha~ging ©~?'$an~~®~® ~witclbling off to ri~e 
with m~mbe~~ of th® Slbl~lby Co~~tJ Sberiff 0

~ Office Deputi~~ 
illl\ th®i:t' 3 ®llllil®~g®lll\©J W®lblicl®~9 th® o~ly p~~~Olll\~ he©~~ ~~©all,' 
a~ b~ing int~® ~~®rg®lll\©Y vebi©l® ~hi©h he wa~ a~~ign~d to 
~t tlbl~ ti~® of tlbl@ ~hooti~g w@~@ Pat~ol~an E. E. DOUGLAS 
a~d Lie~t@lll\~~t J. Ee @OODJLEYe 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 15i 1968 

WILLIAM BISHOP KING 3 1'776 West Lloyd Circle, Memphis, 
Tennessee 1 was interviewed at the Central Police Headquarters, 
and. furni.shed the following in:fO:Tt'lrmlillL tion :· 

K:X::NG advised he wij,,s r1;?gula1"'.ty asslgned to 
Numbe1· 2 Fire Stationt :Mah1 :and. Butle:t."~ Memphis, and! that on 
April 4, l.968i he had :reported to work at 7:00 a.m,, and was 
to work until '1~00 a.lQI., Ap:riJL 5, 1968. Hei a.dvisedl th:Rt chtri:ntf 
this work shi.ft, two off:ice:it•s of the M.em.phi.s police force had 
been on location i.r~ the fiire station condurtinq' a su:rveilla.nce 
of the KING party f1°om a door to the rear ©Jf the fire station,, 

KING stated that he occas.ionally looked through holes 
torn in a newspaper which was beiIDJg used to cover the rear 
door and to cover the surveilling officers during this period. 

KING stated that he had been at the window observing .for 
approximately ten mi.nutes at the ti.m,e DR. KING was shot. He 
advised that during this five or ten milrnute period that he 
observed,DR,, KING came out of his motel room; and stood ·, 
on the balcony for approximately th:ree ml:i1u.1tes prior to the 
tJ.me he was shot. He stated that an individual was standing 
on the balcony with DR. KING, and that DR. KING appeared to be 
talkin~ to someone in the courtyard, At this time, KING heard what 
sounded to be a shot 1 and he noted DR, KING fall on the balcon.y. 
KING advised that he thought that it was a r·ifle shot because the 
sound had a zinging tone to it. Immediately DR., KING fell 1 

confusion broke out in the motel. KING advised that he kept his 
eyes on the balcony, and did not actually look around the area, 
and that he, him...:;elf t was in a stunned state. At this tim.e, 
someone else in the f:irehou.se made the statement~ uLet me see t '' 
a.nd he, KING, moved a.way .from the door, and this person moved 
to the door. KING could not identify t:his person 1 and advised 
that he moved back into the firehouse proper. 

KING stated that at the time he was observing the 
motel, that a Negro offi.cer :1 a CI-IARLES flTONE $ and Lieutenant LOEN:NEKE 
were also at the window. He stated that he could furnish no further 

On __ 4~/_1_3~/_6_8 __ at Memphisw Tennessee File# __ 4_·4_-_1_9_8_7 ___ ~--

SAs EDVlARD l\L QUINN 
SHIELDS W o SMITH / SWS: jms '4/13/68 

by ----------------------Date dictated_..:_:___::__ ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

= . .. 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I . 

HE 44-1987 
2 

-\ ' _t ' 

~ames of individuals who might possibly have bee~ observing 
the motel at the t:hue DR. KING was shot. 

KING advised that he thought a shot came from his left~ -~: 
allld that at the time he heard the shot, that KING fell approximately_ 
the same instant; however, KING stated he could not see any -~ 
buildings to the left of where he was standing nor could, he. see, 
the open lot to the left of the. fireh,mJse. KING advisee!: thia,t he 

I did not see· anyone outside the bui1di,ng, other than those' pe:r•son:s 
in the KING group,prior to the shot. He also advised that 
:following the shot, he did rAot see any policeman or any other 
ilildividll1al in the street before he moved away from the window. 

, I 

',, .,• ,, I.: 

KING a4vised that he could niot identify any otl.l,er 
perso1r11s who111 h.e·~ad see1Ill O!l] th~ balcoirny either prior to or 
folloWililg the shooting of Dlt'~ KING as he was not 1 familiar• with 
these illldividuals by name. He does recall seeing a Negro wQman 
in the doorway of the motel room two doors down from the room 
of DR., KING iJMitediately after, the shooting. He also reca13ied 
th.at the individual stmndinff by DR. KING at the time, of· the 
shot waij crawling: arotnld on the balcony attempting- to aid 
DR. KING. He advised that his· v'iew was restri~te4 t.o·-e:tther 
side, and that :·be~au.se of the' manner· i.n which the holes··:•were- placed, .. ,· 
in the newspaper 9 he could only see str·aight ahe~d to the motel. 

KING could furnish ~o further information concerning 
:i.ndividuals who migh.t have •been in or around the motel at 
the time of the shooting, and could furnish no information 
concerning any automobiles outside the fire station as- hii;J had 
not gone out of the station immediately following the sho.oting. 

'.,, ' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _4_/_1_5_/i_6_8 ____ _ 
1 

Pat:ir©lman WliLLIJ~ E. ~~O~S 9 M~mphi~ Poli~@ Depa:il'."tment~ 
ltn©m® ad~:W®l§3~ 4728 Ti!.i!.tWll'il®:!r' ~ M~phi~ ~ a@lvi~@I@! a~ followws: 

On Ap:iril 4 9 1968~ h@ wwa~ ~~~ig!ffi®<dl to ©!Ill@ of 3 
~m®:irg~!Ill©Y U!Illit~ ,<Whi~h msi'k@ up ww1lui,it, i~ <r::iill.ll@(!l] a Ta~t Unit fol" 
~o!Illt~ollillllg a!Illy digtwrba!Ill©e~ Wll'hi©h might O©~Ur i!Ill M~phi~. 
Tho~® 3 ®m~~g~!Ill©Y Ullllit~ ~~e ma~® up of 4 m®!Illvea~h of both· 
Memplmi~ Polic® Offi~@:ir~ a!Ill~ ID®p~ti®~ of th~ Sh~lby Cou!Illty 
Slh.'i@Iriff ff~ Off ice. lDU:i!'."i!Illg tllll<e;i <dlay ©f Ap:wil 4 1 1968, the men 
~~~ig!Ill@~ to tho~® W!Illit~ ~ha!Illg@d fwom @!Ill@ ©a~ to th® oth~r. 
Fo~ that r@a~o~~ ~@ ~<O®~ !Illot :ir~c~ll ~ho W1Ya~ i~ th~ @m®rg@ncy 
v@hi~le with him ~u:iri~g th~ lat@ aft~~~oo~ of April 4 1 1968w 
@x~@pt P~t~olma!Ill BILL DU FOW {pho~~ti©). 

SbOJJ:'tly b@fOlt"® 65 iO(() PM~ April 4' 1968 9 the 3 
®m@rg@~©Y u~it~ pa~k~~ at th~ fi~@ ~t~tio~ at Main a~d 
E. Butl~~ St~e~t~w Memphi~ 9 ~o that tb~y might tak~ a ra~t 
b~@ak. Si~©~ bi~ wif~ ha~ ju~t gott~~ out of th~ hospital 9 

b@ Wll'@~t to th~ t@l~pho~~ i~ th@ fi~® ~tatio~ to ©all a~d see 
boww ~he W1Ya~ f@~li~g 9 a~ th® ot~@:ir m®~ w~~~ taki~g th@ir ~est 
b~@ak. That fi~® ~tatio!Ill i~ locat~d ~outh of a buil~ing 
o~ Mai~ Str®et i!Ill wwhich a ~hot wwhich kill@d Docto~ KING i~ 
b~liev~d t@ illav@ b@@!lil f ilr'®©l. :&@t\'lW@@!Ill thei fir~ staitioim and , 
that b11.11ilcdliIDJ.g iill a f~IDJ.c~ i~ paI"lld~g Jloit 'With a gat~ i~ fl!:"oimt,. 

I 

A~ h® Wll'a~ talki~g wwith hi~ wwife, h~ ~aw th~ oth~r 
llil~!lil i!Ill lrrdl.~ em(\:lrg@lTil.cy U)l'!),i t b®ga,)l'!), :WU!ll\lTili1!:llg ollllt of the f iire 
~tatioIDJ.. He do~~ not ~®©~11 h@ariIDJ.g alTI!y ~hot 9 but he kim~w 
~<Om®th:ing waf§1 Wlt"Ollllg' :m~d h@ illilm~(d] i~t®ly told !Ai~ wwif ei heltua~ 
ttO l®aV@ aIDJ.dl WlOUl!dl ~~ll h®ll" lat~ll". H~ raim out of th®J f i:ire 
~tatio!lil aft~r th® othe~ m~!Ill aIDJ.cdl tu~IDJ.®d ~a~t o!Ill~e out~ide the 

fi~~ ~t~ti,rm, a!lll(!;!i h~ raIDJ. 11:owward Mulb@r:wy St:ir~et. :a~<dl th((;!) Lo:rraine 
Moit(®l o Sincfll a lhdl.gh :Jt"(elta:i,lllli!Illg wall :i~ locat(e)d at Mulbe:r,,ry 
Str~®t j lllia fil\@\l'@:IT' ©l"OSISJ~<dl that :r'®lit a:ll.IDJ.i!tllg w:al l O:lr M!ulb~:irry 
St~®~t, but wwh®~ h~ arriw®d at that poifillt ~om~ of the other 
poli~e offi©er~ who ha~ ~ros~~~ Mulb@r~y an~ wwho w~~e at the 
Lorraillll® Mot~l ©all®d out that Do~tor KING h~d b~~!tll ~hot and 
th~y b~li~v~d t.h~ shot ha~ ~om@ from i!Jllll.~ buil~i~g ~orth of 
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thee :fit'e st&ii tion. H® l"~n brrilck ·(thur@Tll!rgltil th~~.t pe:M!lllsfilqgew~y 
wlbii~h i~ b<eitwe<rHil the fi:r'ia ~t~iti@n iind tlb!re fel!ll©~d in 
l10t just noirth of the :f':irl/ill st$.ltion toi 11/Jl!mi)lli St1°<®~t. W'll:llen 
he $11!''1~:ived ~t !M!!iin Str®~t» he, .re~?&lls tlhl<eit'~~ W~!''«® 2 M~mphis 
Poli©e Off ice rs rand 11\l!io l!ll. Dcep11.rty Sh~riff ii.lre~dy on Mraiill'!l 
Sit:Jr.<.!'!98'11: ilrll f:ri:oont of th~ b11Jlild:hi\[g Wlh\<$:ll,"(~ tlli.e :slbl@'t WIJAS believed 
to ll:iut.ve been fired :fr@mv ll'M:llW(£:))Ver 9 ihl®!l C[fll.llllll<Olt identify ei'thE!lll." 
of thos~ 3 officers. H® took up~ p@~ition in front of 
C,anipe Amus®>ment C®ll:l!ter ~:t 424 S. JM[wi.in Strei<l:llt" Miemphi~. He 
r~ctu~lly stood on Mii!!.in St:r·~®t in :front of' tlhlrmt doorwliy. 
Aft(l;;lr he took up his posi ti.(Hllv he rec~lls se~in.g (al satclhvel 
fii!,nd & riflei i.n the doorw~.y in front of him. Tlhtose items 
were lying 0>n wh~t 21ppeared to be ia\ grerwn pieiee of cloth 
m.(lllte:iri&lll which ~ppe101red to be a bl~nk®t or biadspreiri1,.d. :H<e 
did not touch 8:lny of thal'lt mlll1t~;i.t"i&i.\l v no:r did Ihle go :rneall.r it 9 

but hie did w&ltch it from his po~ition. 

Shortly after he ·(took up lbd.s position p wbi~h w2a\s 
witbin. 2 or 3 mim1tes w.fter he re~illlliWed the report that Doctor 
KING had been !ihcrt ~ lhe rem~in®d $1'\t ·th~t spodt: until 'the in­
vesti.g~tion wias complet~d. Imm~di&llt~ly fflft~r he took hi~ 
po~i tion, a oth~r m~mber>s of tltlfii f;Jmerg(!!J)niey squWl.d c!alm~ to the 
p~rking lot 9 which WllS b~tw~@n ·tlhle bu.ilding in whistllh h@}) WflUJ 
'ti'ilen &1:1Jtanding ~nd the f'ire ~tS!J,tion. 'T'hos~ offit,;i~r~ wia1rt into 
thri't p~rking lot r,1uud S~&ll,:t>Ch~d, it ·tt!hlorou,i;lhlly for anyonl!'IJ who 
might be hiding their~i!l'!l~ inoludini ~. cl.11,nnp of buslhl~s loc~·ted 
1t tll1l.e> b~ck of the pea.rkiira1 lot flt the r~t1a1inin1 WW!ll. After 
tb~y fo1J.md !l'ilO (U'b.e h1dirmg in, tlhl~tt ~l"i)W\ p thill!Y fJ(\'l).me IO!Ut 9 lo~ked 
the g~t~ cm the pil:irldrag l(l)'t, 81.\tM.i the 2 mint &®toad there to 
~;\.l!lU'.0d tln\i,t g!S!.t<!9l. 

Attar be bad ~taod at bi■ position far a sbart 
tim~ P aril individual~ who ~pp1iJL",fUl\tly w1s tlhl~ op~r~toir of 
C&i-ni.pE» Amu:s!IJ)mt.ent Center$ c,im~ ou1: !li!ndl info:rmi&?Jd h:li.m th&'rt he 
h~d b(f;l)en ordered to the M®m.p!mis Police S·it~t:ioin to mak@1J 1fk reiport 
@f wh,11rt he hllld seen. He inf@.rmeid! th~t :iJldiwic:h.ui£lll ·tlilia1t lhvie 
©011.dd not lelive tbe IJU'."6llll. until h® (GROSS) hf11\cll cl~&U'.'ed it with 
his sup@ll':i,or o:f'f it'llt:U:". After iM? ~Jl~&11r~dl it w:i tlbl his superior 
o.ff:ic~rt ~e told! th® indiwidu&11l to go &1\h~i:id. t'Jr'hllllt min then 
got int(l) bis pick-up tru,~k wlllidhi W$~ pmi,:rk~d on M~i.n St:rr.eet 
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b~tw~e:n the buildiirng he wa~ ~t~llll.dillll.g i:n f~ont of altild the fire 
~tatiollll. allll.d d~ov® away, appa~e:ntly to the police ~tation. · 

G~OSS advi~~~ that he ob~erv~d Illll.~pecto~ N. E~ 
ZACHARY 9 l&M~miphi~ Pol i(Ce D,eipa:ir.'ibm@J1fil.t Holili© i(dl~ Squad, altild 
a:n«:rt.Jm~r officer o:f t:rtA~ Hiomii~i~e Sq\\uullp llll.a!ffll\@ uiTukirn©IWirn, ~~.me 
to th~ iE!l.ll;'fHil. :lli.)Illitll coll~\tS'ltti'll<dl tlhl<t.~ ~atcb~l i rif' l® o IEU!'ll(dl greein 
C l«:rlth ·'il!Ult~rial wh:i<elhl he lhl~©l be~llll. straillll.©lillll.g i.ID1 fro1mt of. He 
)ThO!t~d tlhl~y ©lid IrnOt tou©lm any of tlhlo~e i tieinw.~, but Uil!Bd hand­
k@r.-chi,efs to pick it up. T!hley plac®«it tlme r:if le and the 
$atch~l iirn the g:reel!l\ cloth material, th®Irn th~y picked up 
th~ g:reel!l\ cloth contailrd.l!l\g the (rither i tern.~ a:n<dl took it all 
to poli©® headquarters. GROSS ob~erved thi$ from a distance 
of approximately 10 to 15 feet. 

Ollll. April 4, 1968, h® wa~ weuill'!lg dark blue trouser~, 
a royal blu~ ~h.i:irt 9 a da:irk blue tie, am:! a blue steel helmet~. 
He does l!l\ot :ir~call al!l\yol!l\® in the a:irea who might have been 
wea:rriirng al!l\ upper ga.ir'm®llll.t which miight be described a~ 
white or light colored, and who wa~ wearing an item of ~loth­
il!l\g which might be.de~cribed a~ a hood. He does not recall 
~®®ill'ilg Patrolmim DOLLA!BUIT.I or any otb®:ir police off icew. 
:!!."Unll'iliirng on Main St:JJ:"eet l!"llea:ir .. the U., So; Fixture:s. off ice 
moment~ after the shooting. 

Be ::u.ivi~ed when t~e 3 em@l'l;'gem::y un:1 t~ i puked by. the · 
fire sitaticm shortly befor'e 6 ~oo PM! 9 April' 4, 1968, they parked 
il!l\ the fire ~tation d:iriveway fa~ing th~ Uirnit~ toward south 
Mail!l\ Street. Two emergEn.m<CJy umli t&S w~r~ pa:!l"k~<dl Side by side 
al!l\d th~ thi~d unit wa~ park@d dire©tly behind ~ne of the front 
two.· He ~u~mi~ed that if the per~on who ~hot Doctor KING 
had fired the ~hot ·f:irom the bui,ldillllg mto,rth of the fire 
station Ollll M:a.iim Str~et ~ and that il\1\«llividual bad then run 
out of the buildilig O!J)J,to Main Street i!Ulld Auld ,,;tdrned !iloutrai.- on 
Main Street, the fir~t thillJlg that illildividual would have seen 
would hav~ b~en 3 poli~e cars in the driv~way of the fire 
~tatioirn~ Although tho~a 3 ~m~~gen~y polic~ v~hi~les w~re 
U)lll,\IIUUl!imed; he fe43Jl~ tlhuiit i,~ pos~ibly what Jaappell'il~d in this 
in~tan©'l;11 aimd that i~ willy th{}) ~u~p~~t <dlropp®id the rifle, 
~at©hel and green cloth blanket o~ bed~pread, whi~h was in 
front of th~ Calrnipe · Amu~enu~Irnt Cel'lilter at 424 S. Main Street .. 

,, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date 4/6/68 

Mr• CHARLES HARDY HJIILEY, Advertising Layout 
Department, National Food Company, 1797 South Florida . 
Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, fu:r.ni.shed the following information: 

Mr. HitlRUY said that he parked his car a little 
south of the Canipe Amusement Comp~ny, 424 South Main Street, 
Mempkis, Tennessee, at 4:45 p.m., on April 4, 1968. He said 
that his car was facir:g in a northerly direction and was 
immediately behind a white Mustang vehicle of an unknown year, 
which was immediately in front of the Canipe Amusement Company, 
a;uaLEY said he saw one white male in the Mustang car but could 
furnish no physical description of the man as it was too ~ark 
in the man "s car to enable him to get a good look .at the man. 
Mr. R.DLBY stated that he looked at the license plate of the 
Mustang. and believed it to be an Arkansas license with the 
first two i.et ters being "'AL. u: · Mr. H:UBLBY said he 'could not 
be positive of the two letters ''AL'·' on 'the license, but he 
believed these letters did appear on the license. 

Mr. H:uRLIY said that he could furnish no further 
information regarding the white Mustang.and its lone occupant 
as he, Mr. Hlf.JRLIY, drove away at 4:48 p.m. on April 4, 1968, 
and the man was still in the car when ,1.he left. 

,: ,1\ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 4/5/68 ------'--,-~...,...,...-
PEGGY JANE HURLEY11 customer services, Seabt"ook 

Wallpaper Company11 421 South Main Street, Memphis, advi,ed 
that at about 4:45 p.,m., 11 April 4,. 1968, one of the gix-ls .in 
the front showroom called to her.and told her that her hu~band 
was waiting on the street from her .. Upon hearin~ this she went 
to tlle showroom and told the girl that was not 'her h\!Sbcilnd,' s 
wh;.t~ Falcon but it was a white Mustang .. A few minutes later 
M'rf 10 • HURLEY stated that her h\\iilsba~d did pull lllp i:n their w,hi te 
F~i,p'on and parked behind the ~bite Mustang w~ich was·par~d in 
~t~'bt ofCa.nipe•s Amuse$ents directly across the et:a;-eet., She l~ft 
work, ~r,~sed the st•reet and proceeded home with h~r husbanci. 
She said that when they arrived home they heard on the news t~cll~ 
MAR1IN LUTHER KlRG had been shot at the Lorraine Hotel, and th~t 
the suspect had·gbtten away in a white M~stango $he said that she 
and·~hei huspand 'began to talk abo'llt. the white Mustang whioh was 

~. parked right in front of her husbanu•~•car when he picked ~er 
' up oil Main Street.. She ~aid her husband told hex- that h• noticeQ 

that this Mustang had Arkansas license plates on it. He also 
said, that he noticed a white man sitting in the MustangG He•said 
he was ,wearing what appeared to be a dark suito Mrso IWR~Y 
stated she did remember a man sitting in· ttbe car when 1,1he left 
work, but she could not dete?."ffline what kind of clc>tn.es 'he wa, 
wearing or wliat color hair he/hado 
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ELIZABETH COPELAND,, cu,tomer servic~s, .;,~e1ahroe]tj 
Wallpaper Company, 421 South Maia Street, MemplHs.t advisedJ that 
at about 4:45 p .. m., April 4, 19680 she saw a white car.pttll up 
and park ~cross the streeto She said,tbat she called to PEGGY 
HURLEY to: tell be~ that he: husband had arrived as he usu.ally , 
did at this time aailyo When PEGGY came to the front sb~r~if 

=--

:she looked out the window Md told her,, ELIZAB~ COPllittMllh · · . 
that the car acr~ss · the street was not ber h\lSilhancU s'··:Jla~oraa l!>11t 1\f'as a 
Mustang. She state~ she looked again at the.car and saw·e'ner(j was a 
white man with dark hair s.itting in the driver's.seat. She-•dded 
that she believed the man was wearing a dark colored coat. Mrs. 
COPELAND stated Mrs.,' HURLEY'S h~sband pulled ~p in a few· mi-.Qt.•• ' 
and then proceeded te leave with his wife .. At 5:20 Mrs 10 COP$~_ 
stated that her husband who :normally_pickeq her up daily -attemptimf 
to park a<;:ross the street,,,::. b~t the c•rb was completely filled with 
vehicles, and he had to. double park next. to -· the white car which .. __ . ---· 
she thought was a Mustang., · She said when her husband arrivea she· 
left work, crossed the street and got in her husband's car and 
left for home. She advised when she went to get in-her husband's 
car she noticed that there was no one_sitting in the white Mustang. 
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'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ___ 4_/~7_/_6_8---,..-~ 

Mrs. FRANCES B. THOMPSON, Bookkeeper, Seabrook Wall 
Paper company, 421 South Mai:n Street, -.phis, Tenne$see, advised 
that she finished ,work on April 4,' 1968, at approximat.el,,y 4·:30 
p~m., and was in the company showroom at. the £ront of t~e store 
waiting for her daughtero She said that at about 4:30 or 424,5 
p.m9, she saw a white automobU• drive up and pa~k across the 
street from her in frc;,,nt of- Canipe• s Amu.s~e:nt company, 424 Sou.th' 
Main Street, Mrs. THOMPSON said she thought the car belonged · 
to PEGGY HURLEY'S husband and that he had come to get PEGGY: however, 
PEGGY looked and ~aid that this car·was a MU$tang and that Mr~ HUJU:Y 
would be driving a Falcono 

Mrs. THOMPSON said that her aaughter picked her up at 
approximately 4:45 pomG, and the two of them left the a~eaG $he 
said that when she left at 4:45 p,offio, there was a whit~ male 
sitting in the front seat of the white Mustang. Mrso THOMPSO~ 
was unable to furnish any other information concerning this 
individual .. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ------"'4...,./_7,_,,/,...,6..,8.,.__ ___ _ 

DAVID HARRISON OWENS, Credit Manager, Seabrook 
wallpaper Company~ 421 South Main Street, Memphis, advised that 
on April 4, 1968, in the afternoon, he was working in thewareho~se 
at the rear of the storeo , He stated that at., 6:'00 p.m., he went 
to leave the building in order to go home and he noticed that 
there wex-e policemen everywhere and there was a great deal of 
noise in the stieeto 

He said he saw a lot of polic~men in front of the doorway 
at Canipe's Amusement Company and he assumed that there had been, 
a robbery at canipe•s Amusement Company. He stated that he saw 
several policemen looking down at an object whi~h was lying on 
the sidewc:1.lk in front of the doorway at canipEi' s Amusement 
Company and it appeared to be a large canvas object about twelve 
inches high and five feet longo MrQ OWENS said that the object 
reminded him of a large mailbag. He said that when he went 
to leave the store with Mr. COOKSY and Mr~ HOLT, they were 
questioned by policemeno and were giv~n permission to leave the 
area, which they dide 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _ ....... 4't',,,-l,1;-l-,,5,.,...1v6e9-----

Mr .. GEORGE ROWLAND HARDING 0 Room 3, 386½ South 
Main Street, advised that he is unemployed and that he is 
living at this rooming housf! at the present time. Mr. 
HARDING stated that on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, he went 
to Jim 8 s Grill located at 418 South Main and ordered a bowl 
of chili and a quart of beero 

He further stated that he sat in the last boot'h 
w i th a person. by the neime of HAROLD PARKER who works for 
Yellow Cab. 

Mr. HARDING stated he was in the grill when a police 
officer came to the door and instructed everyone to stay in the 
grill~ He said he learned later that MARTIN LUTHER KING had 
been shot~ He said he feels certain he heard a ·shot, but did 
riot realize it was a gun that was fired at that time. 

Mr. HARDING explained that he had been sleeping 
most of the.day and when he awoke he was hungry._ He said he 
had been drinking heavily before he went to sleep and, therefore, 
was not too aler.t when he walked down to Jim 8 s Gri 11. He stated 
he does not recall seeing any cars on the street either being 
driven or parked and does not recall seeing any people on the 
street before he entered Jim's GrillQ Mr. HARDING advised ~e 
cannot furnish any additional information concerning the ~ctivities 
that took place in the immediate vicinity of Jim's Grill at 
the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was shot~ 
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Mro ROBERT D0 WHEELER 0 908 Emery Street, Memphis, 
advised that he is employed as a driver of a lift truck for 
Me E0 Cartery 415 South Front Streetg Memphis. 

Mro WHEELER advised that he got off work at 5:00 
p.moo and walked to Jim 8 s Grill located at 418 South Main 
Street@ Memphis. He stated that prior to going to Jim's 
Grill hit,was waitingmthe ;or:ner of South Front Street and H'uling 
Street to get a riae home~ He said that when he was unable 
to get a ride he started walking dciwn the east side of South· 
Main Street. Mr. WHEELER stated that when.he was almost in 
front of Jim's Grill he was told by someonea probably a Memphis 
Policemanor a Deputy Sheriffq to go inside of Jim's Grill ancl 
stay there and then the door was locked. 

He said he was walking alone and was not aware of any 
activity in the immediate area at that time. He said some time 
after entering Jim 0 s Grill he learned that MARTIN LUTHER KING 
had been shot. Mro WHEELER stated he did not hear the shot ana· 
he did not see anyone runninge walking or carrying anything in 
the immediate areao He said he does not recall any cars parked 
in the immediate area and does not recall seeing any car drive 
away while he was walking down South Main Street from the 
intersection of Huling and South Main to Jirn°s Grill~ 

Mr~ WHEELER advised he cannot furnish any additional 
info:rmation concerning any activity that took place in that 
immediate area at.the time MARTIN LUTHER KING,was shoto 

Mr~ WHEELER said the above activity took place on 
April 4, 1968 .. · 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Mr~ FRANKLIN WiltSON RAY 0 JRs 0 3639 Allendale Road, 
Memphis/? advised he is ernploy~d a~ a $\alesrnan by the Tayloe 
Paper Company, 420 South Front Str~et@ Memphis¢ 

Mro RAY advised he left work approximately 5:30 p.m., 
on April 4~ 19680 and walked alone directly to Jim's Grill 
located at 418 South Main§ Memphi~o He stated he walked east 
on Huling Street toward South Main and when he reached the 
corner of Huling and South Main he walked diagonally across 
the street to Jim 0 s Grill~ He ~tated he does not recall 
walking past any car~ other than STEVE CUPPLES 0 1959 white 
Chevrolet which·was parked across the street from Jim's Grill. 
He sai~ he recalls there was a line of white cars parked at 
the curb near the entrance to Jim 0 s Grill¢ 

He said he waSJ not aware of any ·activity in the 
neighborhood and that he was playing pinball machi~e and shuffle­
board machine when a deputy sheriff came to the doer and 
advised that no on·e was to leave until further notice@ He 
said shortly thereafte-:r an indiv~dual who he believed to be 
with the police department came to the door, ·requested that 
each one put their nain}e an.d addres11 on a sheet of paper 
and it was at that time he learned that MARTIN LUrHER KING 
had been shot. He ~aid h~ doee not recall looking out 
the window while playing the pinball machine and shuffleboard 
machi:Re, but a.is soon as the depU,ty sheriff entered he recalls 
looking out the window and saw STEVE CUPPLES 0 1959 Chevrolet 
parked across the street and J'I~Y WALKER!s white Fairlane 
Ford parked just south of· the entrance of Jim 0 s Grille He 
added he also saw JOWERS 1 Cadillac parked directly in front 
of the entrance of Jim@s Grill .. 

Mr" RAY stated he was concentrating on.playing the 
pinball machine and shuffleboard machine and was not aware 
of any activity in the immediate neighborhood" He·said it was 
not until sometime later that he learned MARTIN LUTHER KING 
had been shot. He stated he did not heat the shot and cannot 
furnish any infq'rmatio:n concerning the. activity in the neighborhood 
such as people walking or running, cars parked or being driven or 
any other act::ivity c · 
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4/7/68 
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l 

' 
ROSIE LEE DABNEY, waitre~~j Jim 9 S Grill, 418 South 

Main Street 1 Memphis 9 advi~ed that on April 4 9 1968, she came 
on duty at about 3~00 p.m. She stated that everything seemed 
normal up until about 6~00 p.m. when she heard that a shooting 
had occurred, She added that sihe saw nothing _out of the 
ordinary, and could provide no further information. 
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Da~ April 15, 1968 

Mr. HAROLD E. PARKER, 1054 Meada Street, Memphis 1 

Tennessee, advised he is employed as a driver for Yellow Cab 
Company, 581 South Second Street, Memphis, Tennessee. · 

Mr. PARKER advised he got off of work at approxi.mately 
4:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968. He stated he left the cab he 
was driving at the gas pump at approximately 4:00 p .• m., checked\ 
in with his day's proceedings·, and then left in his 1959 white 
four door Rambler, License Number, Shelby County AS 613lt which is 
his personally owned auto. He stated he drove this car to .the 
area of Jim's Grill, which is located at 418 South Main Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee. Mr. PARKER stated that it is his estimate 
that he arrived at approximately 4:15 to 4:20 p.m. at Jim's 
Grill. He commented that when he arrived, he drove past the, 
Grill, and parked near the intersection of Huling Street and 
_South Main Street. He said he does not recall what cars were 
on the street at that time, but does recall specifically that 
Mr. JOWERS' Cadillac was parked almost directly in front of 
Jim's Grill. He explained. that Mr. JOWERS owns and operates· 
Jim's Grill. Mr. PARKER stated he cannot recall what other 
cars were on the street or what other cars were between his 
1959 Rambler and JOWERS' white Cadillac, but believes that there 
was at least one, if not two, cars between his and. JOWERS' car. 
He stated he has no idea as to the color, make, or model of the 
cars-between his and JOWER8 1 car. 

Mr. PARKER stated he was in Jim's Grill having his 
evening meal of chili and beer. He said he was sitting in the 
last booth in the Grill with a person whose name he knows as 
GEORGE HARD;ING. He stated he does not know HARDING's occupation 
or his address$ but commented that HARDING frequents Jim~s Grill 
quite regularly. Mr. PARKER added there were a number ot 
people in the Grill during the entire time that he was there, 
and that. there were several young men playing the shuffleboard, 
ping-pong machine, and the jpltebox. He said he was not aware of 
any activity outside of Jim's Grill until a Deputy Sheriff 
entered Jim's Grill sometime after 6:00 p.m., and told everyone 
in the Grill to r~main there until they were advised they.could leave. 
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• 
Mr. PARKER stated he stayed in his booth the entire time, 
and did :nQt l<0ok out the Win'ildow at any time until he left .. 
He said ~ was not aware of what occurred out in the street, 
and in the i.mJm1ediate area until Mr. JOWERS asked him if he had 
heard, .the snocting. He stated he told JOWERS he had not· h,eard 
any shooting, and was shortly·th.ereafter advised that MARTI~ LUTHER 
KING had been shot. He stated he definitely ~id not hear' 
any shot fired while he was ill:'ll Jim's Gr:111. 

Mr. PARKER stated he did no't notice any new faces 
in Jim's Grill while he was there, but commented the only 
i.ndividual he actually knew was GEORGE HARDING, who shared the 
booth with him. He said he knew there were a number of regular 
customers in Jim's Grill, and these were• young men who are employed 
by the'Tayloe Paper Company, but 'he is completely unfamiliar 
with their names.· / 

Mr. PARKER sta tedl the cmly car he can remember Qn the 
street in front of or in the immediate area of Jim's Grill 
when he entered Jim?s Grill was Mr. JOWERS' white Cadillac. 
He stated he cannot recall any individual or individuals either· 
walking or running in the immediate area of Jim 9s Grill when 
he entered to have his meal. He stated he can furnish no 
information whatsoever concerning the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING on April 4, 1968. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date Ap:r:iJ 15 3 l 968 

Mr. JIMMIE RICHARD SANDERS, 1687 Childers Street 
(Frayser), Mem:t')his 1 Ten.nesse~,. .advised he i.s em.ployed at 
Wood Parts, Inc. 9 1590 Texas Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 
Mr., SANDERS stated that on the evening of April 4, · 1968, he , 
left his place of business at 1 Wood Parts, Ince at approximately· 
4:00 p.m., and took a bus to the Arcade Restaurant, located at 
the corner of Ca

1
lltlf1.m Street and South Main Street, Memphi.s ,. · 

Te,1:n:llessee, which· 'ii approximately one long block from Jim's 
Grill, located at 418 South :Ma.in Street, Memphis, Ter:messee. 

,, __ 

Mr. SANDERS stated be walked from the intersection of South Mai1t1 
Street and Calhcm)nl Street to Jim's Grill, and arrived at 
Ji.m's Grill at approximately 5:00 p.m. He stated he was aloiru~,.. 
alnld entered Jim's Grill for his evelrJJi:ng meal,. He stated his 
reasQn for eating at Jim's Gri.11 was bec:EU.llse he had rented a 
room. at 390½ South JM!aiirA Street for three O:t"_four days, which is 
iirn the im.riiediate area of J'i.m's: Grill. · ·· .,._ 

',f, 

. Mr. SANDERS s~lted he sat in a booth fo_r a while 
and at the counter for a while, ordered his evening meal, and 
had several beers. · 

Mr. SANDERS advised that while he was eating his 
.m.eal, he recalls that at approximately 6:00 p.ms a Deputy Sheri.ff 
came to the door of Jim's Grill and ad.vi.sad everyone in the • 
Grill to remai.n there until advised they could leave. Ite said 
that at the time he had no idea as to why everyone was tqld to 
stay. He said sometime later everyone in Jim's Grill learned 
'that MARTIN LUTRER KING had been shot that evening from somewhere 
in the immediate area o·f Jim's Grillo Mr. SANDERS stated he 
did not hear the shot that was fired that killed MARTIN LUTHER 

-....,; KING, and added he was not aware that KING was stay~ng i:n the 
immediate area of Jim's Grill. Mr~ SANDERS commented he did not 
go to the window to look CH.rt after the Deputy Sheriff i.:nstructed 
everyone to stay in the Grill. 

Mr. SANDERS advised he was not aware of any cars or · 
people cm the street when he walked from the intersection of 
Calhoun Street and South Kain to Jim's Grill. He stated he is ~ 
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certain there were ma:ny cars both parked a!lld being drive:tll on 
South Main S'.treet, and that there were likely many people 

-

walking in this area, but added he was not aware of any particalar 
individual or any particular car in this area. Mr.: SANDERS 
stated he cannot furnish any information whatsoever concerning the 
shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
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OTHER PERSON~ WHO HAD OOJ.NffAC? WITH UNKNOWN SUBJECT 
-'ll;;r:;r"J ....-:0:TMM "l;n:¢t;l(I"" ~~--~!l\Clf'~ =m . m,,:m rzme::i ~:q;rmr:rrr,( 

.. ·· YORK ARMS COMPANY 
,;:c 162 S • Ml/U:N STREET 

!EM~![l,S 2,,. 1~-~~SI_,!, 

(Thi~ se~tion of the ~~po~t pe~tains to the 
pu~cha~~ of binocula~~ by the Unkno~n Subject 
on April 4~ 19689 at York A~m~ Company, and a 
~ub~equent inquiry that ~a~ made in the 
immediat~ vicinity of York A~m~ Company.) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 5, 1968 

· .\ Mr, .. RALPH. MERJi.::prrH CARP.ENT1'JR: · · · , tl:.1:t~~DUtbin ::J,t.i'ifet, 
· Memphts· VJ.'e:rmessee,.:':tel~'p:t)one 685-5618-:i v::t~ed that··he·~is ·n 

·,.,salesman. at•: .. the York .. ,Ar.ajs Company>loc~h)tj11rl.t::;')62 -South Mnin 
St ,reet · Memph iCl ,. · ,. ': · '·· · \ ' ,,. · . .;,' ·.' .... - ··.. · 
>. • 'j : ' : ~ •: • P, ,•I• ;C,: :i•_ ; •<t ' o :•' '.\'\)\/ --, ' i,,, ' ' ' ,/ () • 

... ,,. Mx\, ,:·CARPft,NTIER :t;"e,,calls,1 that-. yeS/t~t~JaYiJfi:A.P:t;.,;.1;,f,~ ,, .,LAH:3, 
· .: he was· in ,,the:•' a bove,.:.me nt ,;(bned s:to1~e: · t~. -lk:i.. ri,g:~•t o,',~qne''.1,;iof,~tlw : 

other sa let~mcn in· -the stori:.:1 )fhen. :an .,indi. vid'i.ia. 1:r,_ffnte:t:el:f?:nnd 
subsi::)quent ly bought. from hin{" a pair•·: of· Buslm~-11:)bi~j'ocu'.la;rs,/,'.,_i.; 
Thi.Hi indi vic.hta l.::;f):nt~.;red•t.the./s t.~1re2;,t'i t abo,ut ·'/4/00 . ir.11.'.tbe\',:'· ", . 
rdternoon: ' MI'; : CltR:P:EN'.rF:_R'' e.~~:i.mlll;(~_ei,;tt hist_td}<.b,.~> th(? COX'l;(=:l_C t . 
ti.me and,,:'_ in pii.r.t, ',¼i'ba.~~$':fl;J::iis/ est.i!i,i~ t~,, :19p :- t~~e·i:::eac,t;~·tha t?r·'· 
th0r0 were,. pickets,;:p,i:a,~j.ng1¥·,!ri :!,t,:_:r;i11t);oflJi;tq,e•store'1 at·: that 
t :line, - . M.t~,_;',' C~,RPEN,1'E~"1,.,:c..~ 11~'.~t hat· ,:,a~~~- t h~_,lig,ijttnd ~,;¥,i,f¢t.l,lil l ,~12,:i~opeded 
furtbei,:,·.intotthe\stqr,tr~lie tU;rned ·,to,; this ,·•ind:i. ~.i,dua 1 a.nd ·a.~ked 
:if he could tbe --of,·_ ~H~sista.nce The '!individual a ted .that: he 
w:ished "to p~rcJ:1as'e)'s

1q~ej:bJ,.n , ,~. la.~)1fa.nd M.~tr, . NTEi:if.'to,ld~)ii/h __ 
h:im that he ·was about ·01'.lt~,'(.)f"itbinoculars a·, ·, df;thcf~· · 'h,,,-::. 

~ ,, '',» . . ,,,,, .,/1• ' , .~< ::J ' \' ' 

only ones he;;. hiu:l~,,in' ·:stocl!;.':,we.1\e,~~a·:t-;;·'pai:r sel' .. . . .()'Qfl;and ·. · 
anot:h~:r :tr selli.~g_·~.p1;?'.,ninefy-so1~e,;'.d?l~");'.f~t::i'.::,::1~7~!:le,,;~indiv~~.u~_:l 
r:1tn ted thn t he :bEl.lie.ved'l(/these .. ;.were ·\too 1,h:igh,,,~prJ.ced - for him, :· -
and then Mr,.;. CARP}i;N'l'ER- reca,~;,Je.d .. th.a t,i;,.t,l,'1e.re . migl:!t. be a cheaper 
p:1 ir of b:l.noc~l:frs · in 1·the ".w:;ndow~.1:and't·a:~,Vis~ct. th~t:Lndi, viduaJ. 
t t would f in~r out. fy1,r.,i. CAR~J~:r,trEn,:th~_re.upon·:went· to 
tho d:iGplay window in the\front. o_:t:;,:.:,UHf:);-,·sto:t'e and determined 
th;;\ t ti.Jere was on c:Hspla.y·:.!tcpah• of' BushlHlll binoculars 
sc•LU.ng for $39,95, He br.ought··uH?se·bi.no<*lars bac.k to 
tho customer and exp ined. lbat they wereta~Japanese~tmport 

bettE;r qutility, '1'he · indi.vidual see:med· to· in¢!icate>that 
he either recognized the 'riam·e or that .. he ·agreed'· that'Ltherc 
y;~:te s?me good ~apane~e :i.mp~ir~.i¥, .. / The:;:,custo,J1~e,¾ftaised{'.th~ . 
b:i.noculart.:i to Jns. eye,s ~uid ;_1n ~P~,e~.:~~ ... ~-J?~I'v,; t,,, . .nqw. x;~.9a

1
11Jt9 

by Mr c . CARP1I:N'l'ER ,:,.fi.n,d ic_at:~d . that •;tlfeS .. ~,l~,birib, _f-l}ii;~,\S.1(;\: 
t,ccC:! pt 1:\ i'> lG ;_ .:': ._ :! •• .. - !'','":' ,,1,. ·'~: · · · :- '. · ,/·. ,,, , .. , :r'.•," ' 

. · i Mr. CARPl!;N'l'F;R :r(?qa_lls.~1.th 
:Lns tr·uct.fons 1were}in ,:the tti,x:: ., and::4 
that tho.re· W.1$1'0.;. iri.~,t :t;;ucti,oxis in ·''.'th 
nee.dect;rJo·~.h~:: known.}toJope,,:tfa.:t;,~;_th_e· 

::-•- , ' ~ "· ... ·. ~''.· ' ,, ' -~ ' 'J:•~1.))it1./~~l{ii 

',,;ii·:,,,' 

'•' 

ROBF:J.t1r W. GOO . 
by SA'· RALPH J .::> LIEW 1)/ac 

. ,.., _ .. ., ; . . ·.~:·-.:· J·'~: . \:\,:.\~11 ;_·, 
This document contains ntiitneil.·r~com . ifations nor qo:iiclusio 
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just place them to the eyes and adjust the eye pieces. Mr. 
CARPENTER recalls that he wrote on the box in which he 
placed the binoculars the price $39.95 and the amount of 
tax which was $1.60 and,added the two figures for a total 
of $41.55. He placed the sales slip and the box with the 
binoculars in it in a gray paper bag which bears the name 
of York Arms on its side. The binoculars were in a leather 
er similar type carrying case* The store does not record 
or maint&"ain serial numbers for th®se binoculars and it is 
not known what, it any 1 serial number wwas on this par'ticular 
pair of binoculars. 

Mr. CARPENTER stated that the binoculars were 
Bushnell brand and were 1 by 35 size. 

Mr. CARPENTER described the customer as follows: 

Race: 
Sex: 

· Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 

Eyes: 

Complexion: 
Build: 
Scars and marks: 
Regional accent: 
Dress: 

White 
Male 
26 - 32 years 
5 feet 11 inches 
160 pounds to 175 pounds 
Black_or·dark brown, neat 9 

combed straight back and not 
parted. It was neither very 
long nor shaggy. 
Color not recalled; no glasses 
worn 
Ruddy 
Medium 
None recalled 
None noticed 
Dark suit, not known whether 
or not pants matched coat, but 
recalls pants did not contrast 
with coat; color of shoes not 
known but not in sh&u•p contrast 
to other clothing; ~o hat worn; 
white shirt with noticeably wide 
space at the. col,:lar, neat looking; 
dark tie with light stripe which 
covered entire tis 9 which was 
tied in a long slender knot which 

.. , did ll!Ot fill the space between 

-

th~ collars; tie was noticeably 
pulled to one side, not in keeping 
with g~nerally ~eat appearance of 
customer; no jewelry remembered. 
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Facial characteristics~ 

• 
Average fullness; ll:l!Ot~ing 
regarding th, eyes 9 . nose, 
elBl.rs· or. .o.ther f ea tu.res ·· 

·noticeable. Customer 0s 
hands were ne:at, thougla 

. nothing outstanding.was 
· . noticed about them.~, 

Mr. CARPEN1'1ER recalls that the individual re~ched 
into his righ,t f'ront pants pocket to get the money with wflich 
to pay for tne.biDooular•. The money was·net in a billfold 
or a money clip. The customer withdrew two $20 bill~ from 
a roll which ~ontained s,veral other bills 9 at least two of 
which Mr. CARPENTER believes were $20 bills. The customer 
also took a ;.$1oOO bill from this roll and then reached into 
his other front pocket with bis left hand and .secured two 
quarters and a,nic~el, making a total of $41 .. 55 for the 
paymento After purchasing the binoc~lars, the customer 
walked from the store and Mr., CARPENTER told him to ''hurry 
back" or some .• similar parting fS!tatement, and the customer's 
reply is not ~~called, if any was made. Mr. CARPENTER.does 
not know whi.ch ,direction: the customer took after leav:j.:ng the 
store~ ,, ·! 

... M~. CARPENTER d:~e-, ~ot recall ever having seen 
this indiviqµairi before in,. the store or elsewhere,, but · feels 
relativ~;ly ... certain that i,:f h~, sees. him again he would be 
able to reco~~ize him. · 

The customer, •hile in the store, 
see any other '1merclu,ndise 'such as rifles or 
ammunition of any ~ind~ ~nd ma~e no inquiry 
any other merchandise. · · ' 

did not ask to 
guns or· .. 
at all concerning 

Jl 

Mr. ','CARPENTER stated that when the customer entered 
the store CARPENTER was near the front of the store talki~g 
to Mr. VERNON YORK. Further back in the store he believes 
CHARLES GIBSON was near the cash register, and Mr. HUGH 
BADDLEY, a clerk, was also somewh~re in the store. He believes 
also that possibly Mr. CORDRA YORK, JR., may have been in 
the store, but he does not know-whether or not any of these 
individuals took notice of the customer. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date __ 4_/_1_6_/_68 ____ _ 

SAC ROBERT G9 JEH~EN fi.ltild SA RALPH Jo LIEWER contacted 
RALPH Mo CARPE!frBR, an employee of York Arl!llllS Compfi.ltilJ 9 162 South 
Mailtil Street, Memphiso Mr. CARPEffER was informed of the identity 
of SAC JENSEN and he has previoll1ls ly 'been_ interwiel/led by SA LIEHR., 
He was t~ld we had ~ltil additioltil~l_group of photogrfi.phs we would 
like him to view$ He w~s told thfi.t ltilO signifi~fi.nce·sho~ld·be 
attached to th~ seq~ence or arrangement the photographs might 
be ixn whem,, he· saw them. Tlmei!e photographs ver<e l~id oVJrt; one 
after anothe~, on the second floor away from bystaltilders and ~th.er 
employees in the York Arms Comp~:my. 

CARPENTER spent at least tw@nty minutes reviewiq 
carefully efi.ch of the photographs. Ee e~press@d some hesitatiollll 
f'o:r a time between a photogl"aph of one RICHARD SHITit and the 
photograph of ERIC $ 9 GALT~ No names and no identifying dati 
o·f .. ali\J lid:md were furnished to CARPlUfTIR illll conne«:rtiollll With !'mis 
study of th@se photographs$ He did state in connection with a 
photograph of SMITH that he thou1ht this was a lo~al Memphis boy 
whom he might ha.we seen~ He turned this photograph over and did 
reject the photoiraph as IDlot lbleilt!ll identibr11 to tfule one to·· whom 
he sold ·the bi':moculars. 

He studied er1refully for approximately fi~e min~te~ 
the photograph of. BRIC s. GALT and •a.de comments c.oncerni,n.g .the 
appea.raimce of GALT. He stated th~ hair wms generally similar 
to the customer but tbowght it might be just a little bit longer 
than when_ the customer had beeltil in the store on April 4~ H~ also 
said that he recalled.the customer he waited on did not ~awe 
heavy, bushy eyebrows but they were more like the ey~br@w~ in ~he 
photograph of GALT~ He also stated he had no rec~llection of 
seeing ijALT's teeth and thot11ght he had a smile when he waited on 
himg CARPENTER also said be had ~o indepen~ent recollection of 
GALT• s ears ®1.ppearing as they did illl tb.e plbl.otogl"aph ~ bt11t he t_hen 
said he did not notic~ them partic~larly. He did f@rl'l'!lish the 
following ~tatemelllt regardiroi.g his ideimtifica\tioil'A of the phcrtograph 
of ERi C S • GAL/'f: 
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:ME #44-1987 

'•April 16, 1968 

'"On April 16, 1968 9 JC , Ralph M Cal.rpernrter was shown a group 
of 5 pbo.tograpb.s by Special Agent il!ll Charge Robe:r>t G Jensen 
and Special Agent Ralph J Liewer. After careful stwdy of 
each of these pictures I placed my name on tme back of the 
pict11.1ure \Whi@lm I f'®el most res@mm1l:»led the ma:im ''\Who bo1lllgfmt a 
set <ti»f binoc1111ars from .Ille @im April 41:, 1968 ti.t York Arms P 

162 So. Mailll St • ,, ll®~ph:ls 9 Temnmi.esse~ .. · I wa~ · not f@ri.mished 
any names or any deBcriptiwe ~at~ ~®gar~iag ~i.my of the 
photographs sh.own •. I was also· ~old that no sig1t1ificairnce 
should be attached to any seq~enoe or arrangement that the· 
photographs were shown to me. I did turn one photograph 
over as I tho~ght I recognized this to ~ea local Memphis 
boy. I did not however reeogai~e bim as the persoD to whom 
I sold the binoculars. 

"In choosing the pl:».otograp!n I was gudded by my beimt :fr@!!Collee­
tion. I re~ember that the mam who bouJlbl.t the b.iinoc11.lars. 
did not have heavy eJebrows amid were about medium like the 
ones in the photograph selected by me. I did not sell any 
other binoculars on April 4, 1968 

"My signature attests that I am in agreemem.t with 
the information set forth on page one and page two of this 
statement. 

/s/ Robert G Jensen 
SAC, FBI, Memphis 
April 16,, 1968 

/s/ Ralph J. Liewer 
Special Agent FBI 
April 16,, 19689

·
9 

/s/ blph M. Carpenter 

It sillould be moted tb.at thei miamme ,vERIC S,,. GALT09 

was .not furnished to CAUEffER,,. nolr. '.'ll!il.s. he , in, .a. p.os:i:tiolll.l to 
read the name Wh4Hl he 1SJigll!led the bil.ek of the pb.otogr&ph\,., Bis 
concluding .remarks, which were Dl(ij).d.e !lil.t approximately 11:20 a,m. ,·: 
4/16/68, were to the effe~t that 9 vvx don 9 t owl!l a $1lmi t. I . · 
suppose I will ~ave to buy a SIW.it so that I can go t0 col!Art. 0 
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1 _,. Da~ April 16. 1968 

on· April 16, l968, a group of ftve. photographs were shown 
to RA):,PH M. CARP~NTER, an $mploye~ of Yorlt Arms, 162 South Main 
Street, Mempb;is, ',\'eq,n~~eee ~ The photog.raphs th~ t were shown to 
him are thQS~ of: 

JOHN ID:WA~ ?HONAS, MeJnpbts Poltce Department No. 32206 

TllEODORI JOHN A:t)ANK, FBI No. 3 871 0SQ 

CLIN';l'ON 9M3LE GIBSON, Mein.phis Police Dep~.rtment No. 91407 

ERIC GALT 

RQ8ERT PlERC~ S~ITH, also 'known as Richard S~ith, 493 Howard 
St-rt;,e~-. Whitehaven. je,inesasef!, USAF No. 14702464, date .of 
birf;ql 

~------~ 

On 
4/16/68 M~m~q~s, T~nn~ssee Mempnis 44-1987 

-~~-,-,----1;\t ~------~----~-Fil(,')#--.-,,,,-,--~---~--~ 

This ~pcµment containJ ~ei~he,; reqommend~tions nor conp)l!SiQns of th~ FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
y~ur ag~µcy; it llnd jts pont~nt!f are nqt to be distributed oµtside youi: ageµcy. 
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Th• foll~wing investtgatiQn was conducted by 
$,A. RALPH J •. LIEWE~ and SA ROBiRT W. GOODWIN at •Memphis·, 
tennessee, Q' April 5, 1968: 

' 
Ml'f CQRDRA YORK, JR., 1374 East Crestwood, . 

M•'1Piti,,. T,run11ssee, advi~!.d th•t hca is one of the o"'ners 
of the i(c,rk ·~- Oo•pa.~}' r~'t 162 Soqth Ma1JJ Stree~, . Memphis, 
and ,i, dQ,s not recf.\11 ·:•·te.ing an in~U.vidua1 come into·-~1:11e 
f4! t¥>:re in th~ $:l:te rnoorn of "rApri l 4, 1968, an(! purchas~ ,a 
pa:trr <,f. binocu;ars from J,fr. ~LPH CARPENTER, one of tbe 
sa1es1J1en at the stqr•. , ,; · 

. . •r~ ;tQRK state~ thait &Dy money takfn from Sllch a 
customer woµJ~ _by this t~llle -.1rve been transf,rred t·f>._.the 
bankin&t i1u1titutton uaed ::,_y tbe stere. ' ' ~t ' 

Mr. · YORK stated·, tlu~t the Yor~ A~• 1 Company ··does 
not band le _the ,Remingt~:n •·1,"'•e )&aster model 760 rifle at 
th;i.s t4m• anc:hhas pe>t ha~clled it for the past t'fl() or three 
years._·. ae. star~,~ t~at tile store has two other branches in 
the c,tr and ,;~e ieJ certaill that :nceither of these sto:r1es 
~as ha!ldle~ -thi• partic;:uJar, mode_l · e,,f Rf>Dlington · ri:Cl~-' in 
the p,a•t ,sevetal years; ,fwe,ver, .to make sure ke woulct, c:;ontae.t 
tbese,. ster•s and in the t,vent :._tbey bad handled t~i• 1r,• 
fece111';,ly •!!W.~~lf ;ii iJJUQe«u.a te Jy· .. e•n1:.~ct. •. the FBI~ 

, 'I' ' ' ' • 

Mr _:;·:YORK advised tba t Jllr. CUltLES GIBSON, a .. 
sales~~ for ... ~he store• ts 'now o,t of the stor~ and . ,,. 
,navatlable tdr intervie9. He stated Mr. VERNON YORK 
ha!II le f 't :for . ~n ext,~de1uli :t:f isbing ., ~rip in Flo~ ida. . . .:r ,ti 

.. .· . M,;i •.. HUGH BAD:O~Y, ~.537'. 11torth Parkway, Memphis, 
TEtru1••••e • adifised that he :ts 'Ii' cI,rk in the Yor~ Arms 
Qompany, 162 Soutb Mai, Street. Be advised that he 
'rec•lJ• thJt sometime on tbe afternoen of April 4, 1968, 
sale~man RALPH CAaPENTER went to the store's display 
window a•d brqught back• pair qf binoQq~ars which Mr. 
BA~DLEY believes CA~PENTER eventually sold to a cust~mer 
at that time. Mr •. aA»»LEY stated i;hat he does not recall 
the custom•r •~d eanrtH:»t deecri.b~ him. 
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c_ ____________ ~_ll ___ ___ll __ llllDllll!IIIIIP _______ .__ 

OLIVER REXALL DRUG STORE 
4115 HIGHWAY 51 S 
!!_HITEHA Y!!f, TENNESSEE _ 

(This investigation pertains to the purchase 
of a Gilletie $having kit t which was abandoned 
by the Unknown Subject, and which was identi­
fied from the price sticker appearing thereon 
as having come from the Oliver Rexall Drug 
Sto~e .) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 
Date ----------. 

Mrs. PEGGY BURNS, 4802 Rickard, telephone number 
397-0033, advised she is employed as a saleslady at the,. 
Oliver Rexall Drug$tore in Whitehaven. Mrs. BURNS stated that 

,,:she recalls selling a Gillette shaving kit, which was in a 
clear plastic container, to a white man a little before noon 
on April 3, 1968, She stated th~t this shaving kit contained 
a safety razor, shaving lotion, shaving cream, hair tonic, 
and deodorant, which is all manufactured by the Gillette Company, 
and was in a clear plastic co:ntainer,approximately four inches 
by .six inches. .., 

Mrs. BURNS recalled that a white man came into the 
Oliver Rexall Drugstore ,shortly before noon, April 3, 1968, and 
asked her for a razor. She said she pointed out where the 
razors were located in her store, and directed him to that area 
of the store.. She advised the white man walked down to this 
area, and picked out the Gillette shaving kit, and brought it 
back to the ca$h ;•register, where., she was located. . Mrs.•· BURN'S said 
she could not recal 1 any other i tem.s which the white m,an ., 
purchased in her store. She cbuld not recall how he paid f.or 
this purchase/ and did not recall anything he said while h~ was 
paying for the item. 

Mrs; BURNS stated that she got the impression from the 
white man's activities that he was a stranger in the area, and 
she said sne does not believe he has ever been in her store before. 
She said she:is'sure that she has never seen him prior to th,e · 
time he approached her, and she furnished the following d~scriptioll 
for him: · 

Race: 
Age: ' 
Height:. 
Weight: 
l,l~~r.:. 

Eyes: -
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White 
45 
507n 
165 pounds 
Black - could not.recall 
he combed it or anything 
about his hair 
Color unknown 

how 
fu:r;-ther 

4/ 4/68'' · Memphis, T'ermessee 44-1987 
On ----,---at --------'-,.------File # ---"----.--.,,.,----~--~~ 

SA ORVILLE V. JOHNSON / jms 4/6/68_ 
by -------;~---------------'--Date dictated-----~-~-
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your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

ww .. 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I 

ME 44-1987 
2 

-

Remarks: 
Dress: 

= --

Had a friendly smile 
Blue suit 

No further descriptive information recalled; recalled 
seeing no scars and marks. 

Mrs'~ BURNS said she got the impression that this 
man _was alone·, and she believed he left the store by himself. 
She advised she could recall no further information regarding 
this man's description or his activities while he was i~ her 
store. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _ _::404--/-=l--=-2.,_/--=-6--=-8 ____ ~ 

, ;_:~:,,,-:, ,, ','. 'S.-.... , · ,' · ~: .• ..,_~t;?,;.J.,;r.i,~,;!f,,.\'•, .' . :· :· ' · ,r ,. 

Mrs • PEGGY BURNS, 4 802 Ric kttrd · ]Joad•-, Wh±1;eha:,r;e,n:.t Terrne.$see_, 
was interviewed at her residence, at which time she furnished 
the_ following information: 

Mrs. BURNS stated that regarding the individual who 
purchased a Gillette Travel Aid Razor Kit at the Oliver · 
Rexall Drugstore, where she is employed, she further remembered 
that this individual was wearing a dark blue suit,.which appeared 
to be a normal business suit. She believes that when this 
individual made the purchase, he already had money in his 
hand when he approached the check-out counter. She could not 
recall the denomination of a bill which he gave her. After 
careful consideration, she believed that he was between 35 and 
45 year_s of age, and was approximately 5 w 10" tall. To the best 
of her ~nowledge, this individual came to the store on 
Wednesday, ~pril 3 1 1968- She said she came to work on Tuesday, 
April 2, 1968,, at noon, and is positive this individual did not 
make the purchase on that date. 

She does not recall recently selling one of these 
Gillette Razor Kits for several weeks. She cannot recall making 
a request for this item to be re-stocked on their· shelf in the 
check-out book, which is·maintained in the drugstore. She 
stated this book is used for the purpose of replenishing stock 
when a particular item runs low on a particular shelf. She 
advised she did not work on Thursday, April 4, 1968~ She does 
not know which cash register in the store that she rang up the 
sale on, but believe·s it was the front register because she had 
given this individual directions when he f~rst came into the 
store, and at that time she was at the front cash register. 
She believes there were three or four other customers in the store 
who were total strangers to her. 

She advised tq.at during this particular V{eek, they had 
a one cent sale, which was advertised in the HWhitehaven Press 0 

newspap~r-.. As a result of this sale, their volume of business 
picked- up, and attracted .many people other than regulal;' customers. 
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To the best of he·x- recollection, this individual 
appeared to be an ''office worker type, v, and appeared to be 
a very average type individual. The suit he was wearing was 
very neat, and looked to be very expensive. She noted that 
while this individual was in the store, he did not hesitate 
in that he obtained his purchase, paid her, and immediately 
left. 

Mrs. BURNS viewed the three artists' conceptions, 
at which time she stated that no~e of these individuals were 
familiar to her in any way, and does not believe that they 
appeared to resemble the individual who made the pur~ha~e in any 
way. 
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REBEL MOTEL 
3466 !AMAR AVENUE 
,MEMPHIS,'TENNES~~ 

(This section ot the report ·reflects interviews 
with employees and customers at the Rebel Motel •. It was 
at, ·this motel that the Unsub spent the night of April 3, 
1968, using the name ERIC S, GALT.) 
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On 

by 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date __ 4_/1_2_· /_6_8----...-----,--

Miss ANNA CHRISTINE KELLY, Manag,r, Rebel Motor 
Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avell'Jlue, advise~ that her records reflect 
the following: 

At 7:15 on April 3, 1968, ERIC S. GALT, 2608 
Highland Avenue, Birmill'Jlgham, Alabama, registered in room 34 
and departed on April 4. He stated on his regiatratioll'Jl card 
that he was driving a Mustang bearill'Jlg Alabama license 1-38993" 

Miss KELLY stated that the individual would have 
had to have left the hotel by checkout time, which was 1:00 PM, 
or his registration card would have reflected he was charged 
for two days lodging instead of oll'Jle day. 

She further advised that her records reflect the 
following: 

On April 3, 1968, ANDY GAST, Route 6, Fremont, 
Ohio,. registered in Room 35 a~d departed on April 4. WILLIAM 
HESTER, 109 Forest Avenue, Troy, Alabama, registered in 
Room 35 on April 4. Leonard E. Day, 5607 Highway 61 South, 
Memphis, registered in Room 33 on April 3. L. No PAGE, 
1282 Abbe Road, Sheffield, Ohio, registered in Room 34 ·at 
8:30 PM on April 4. 

Miss KELLY furth~r advised that room numbers 33 
and 35 are ~djacent to Room 34, and that the only occupant 
of room 34 since ERIC s. GALT checked out was L. Ne PAGE. 

Miss KELLY stated that she could not remember 
ERIC s. GALT, a~d in fact the only occupants of the hotel 
which she ever became familiar with were the people who were 
steady customers of the hotel. She stated that SARA LOVINGS 
would have cleaned 1:he room immediately after GALT checked 
out of the hotel. 
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Miss KELLY m~de available ERIC s. GALT's registration 

card te Special Age~t i~ Charge ROBERT G. JENSEN for s~bmission 
to th.~ FBI Laboratory. 
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On 

Date __ 4_/_8_/_6_8_. ----
l 

lliss AdA C:mtll'.ST!NE :KELLEY p O>Wlliler, The Rebel 
Motel, 3466 Lam~r Avellilue 9 Hemphis 9 T~llilllilessee, furllilisbed the 
followillilg illilfolt"11m\ati©llil~ 

liss DLLEY stated that a check of her records 
reflected llilO> losS;, of iii.Rily bedspreads similar to or :ldelliltical · 
witb the Ollile lefttby the suspect Ollil S. Kaiim Street 1 Remphis •. 
Niss DLLEY further advised that her records failed to 
reflect the llilames HARVEY LOWIIEYER allild JOO WILLARD for the 
date~ .llarch 15 1 1968, to April 8» 19680 •1ss DLLEY said 
tbat·;her records reflected the. fact that ERIC s. GALT, 
2608 Highlallild Avelliluev Birmiimgham» Alabama, registered . 
April 3~ 1968 9 ai.md cbe~ked out April 4p 1968. She advised. 
that GALT was. <h'.' iv ii.mg a ltus ta!!llg of uimkllilOWll'll year and ullilkllilOW!l'll 
©c»lor and had~··ti~ liceme !!lllUlmlb>er 138993. · 

llis~ KELLEY said that a JERRY GOALSBY, Route 4P 
Ripley 

9 
llississippi 9 r~gistered at heir mot.~},. April 3 ». 1968, 

aimd .checked ou't April 4s 19680 Sbe stated that· GOALSBY. 
w~. drivi!!llg a Ford vehicle but did ~ot kllil@W the year l.mor th~ 
icrolor.. ·. · · · , · , . · . , • · · · · · · · 

~ " , ' { 

. :. ; .. , l:ELL:IY .. advised she was u·lilabll½lll ··to. reca·11 GA-LT·· O!.°. 
GOALSBY ai.md could !!llot. furllilish. a physical. d~scriptiollll. . 
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l 
Date __ 4_/1_2_/_6_8 ____ _ 

!Mtrs. HEDiftTA DG!ii'M.ASTER, Desk Clerk, R@beil 
Motor Hotel, 3466 Lau Avenu@ 9 advised that ~he wa3 on duty 
on April 3, 1968, from 3~00 PM to 10g00 PM that day. She 
~ai~ ~he could not ~@member regi~tering ERIC s. GALT in 
Room 34 on April 3 9 but upon reviewing GALT's regietration 1 

card, said that she did regi~ter him i!fA Rom 34.1 at 7 ~15 PM. ,., 
on April 3. Sh® ad~ed ~h~ is ~!Wr'~ of th~ time b®~ause a~ · 
~ he regi~tcers a f@CU~~t iIDJ. tlh!@ Jhlot®l ~he look~.· b~~k at t!l'lle «slo©~ 
which ts o!fA the w~ll b®hin~ her am write~ th~ time oIDJ. hi~ ·. 
r@gistr~tion @$lr<dl., Thi~ i~ don~ :re>©utinely b~©iiUSe it iB a, 

· b.4Jlt®l policy to allow th\® f@CU~st~ 15 mi1lll.ute~ f,r@m till® time 
th®y lf®li~t~lf.' to dwrai«.ll@ if tb@ly ~till wa1lll.t tlb~. hotel :it"oom o 

If within tlmialil tim<e the:, dl@ci«.il® tllll$.t <dlo ,mot w~llllt the !u»tel , 
re©!®! their m@ll'll®Y 1~ ~~funde<dl. She stated ~he w~ot~ th® arriwal 
time a~ 7gl5 PM ol!l GALT'~ regi~tr~tioll'll car«.ll& 

She $aid th~t ~h~ ©oul<dl not remember ~nything 
c@n«:~r!ri!.ing GALT. She c@-ul<dl ll'.ll.@t <dl~i!i<eribe him er remember 
what ki!Dld of car h~ was ~riving. 

Mlt"s. HAGEMASTER W~$ 2h@Wl!l aim utist 9S ©O!m©eiptio,m 
d~~wi,mg drawn in Binimigham, Alabaa, a~d ~aid that the 
individual. in t.be «.llrawimig wasi not ·i!Dl alr!I:, way failiar to her= 

134 

On 4/11/68 File # ME 44-1987 

by _S_A_Jf_O_lffl __ w_ .. _B_A_UE_ll __ l_b_~ ________ Date dictated _4_/_JJ._l_/i_6_.8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



---~ __ __1 ________ c__ ___ __. ___ ,,.,,."'"'-------•1w--i.....-llll1U ___ L __ 

I ,,\ 

FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

~EDE'-RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/12, /681 
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Date ---"--· ,--------
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. ~~R~ • LOV.lNGS , 3230 10JeD11oor at , ,llo:kd ~· · M~•phis • ;,)iltd.d ,.i" 
Rebel· Mo~C)r Hot®ll ,· 34~6 Lbar Aveln\ue, . was cont,aeted at 1. ,her· ·. 
home am».d. ad.vised•. that I she was olll! (hatr at th<e lu*el oim April 4. 
She satd· that ~he wemrtt illl!to Room 34 olrll. Ap~il 4 0 i ;afte:ir :t·he . 
oocup·ant' had che©ked o,i.;t of :tne hotel~ so she ©ould clean 
the r1oom. · She srtated·1 that: slhte could not :irem<emb1SJi· what. tim, , 
she w~~t irito the room 9 but she beli~wes i~ to ~e ioo the 
ewrly put Jof the aft<elf!!'J.!«?Orm. Sb® ilta1ted. that ilil®tbll:i.mg ·-was 
left 1ml Room 34 by the o©©UJIM&.llllt or, s1t11e would lb.a·ve ?'1$l!ffilemberedl 
·takimig it 'to '(the idlesk. ~lerko She''.addedl that sll'h@ c@ul<dl. EAot·. 
:w@memoo?> eve;ir s@@imi.g th® oc©upaimit, of R«:»©m .34, aimd sib.@ paid, · 
~«$ att@xmtioin t~ th~ cars that w@r@ pfflt~ im.1 tb.~ hotel l'ot, .• 1 .. 1 

sn, \'1!7$1.S SJhOW!Pl. aEA u-tist 's <CO!m©@p1); ioxm ~aw:tIDJ.g' which 
was <dfara,vllll .at' BimiEAgham, Alab~m,ua, almd she stat@\dl th.at :t'i1\e . ·• 
i1mdividual •in th~ drawilmg, did EAot look f oiliar> ,to he:ir,· •. 

I, 

1' 

135 

On 4/11/68 File # ME, 44-19~'1 . 
~ 

' ! 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conciusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and :is loaned to 
your age11;cy; it and its contents are .not to ,be distr~buted outside your agency. · , . : I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



l 

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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1 

Mrso SADIE MOORE; Maid 9 New Rebel Motor Hotel, 
340·0·tamar Avenue, Memphis, Ten:nesaee~ ad.vised that she is 
responsible for the servi.ce to the rooms ori the east side 
of the hotel. She stated that she very seldom notices people 
who check into the east half'of th~ hotel. She cannot remember 
anything corice:r.ning ·the i.nd:i vith:Utl who checked into Ro«:~m 
Number ·34 on the evening of April 3, 1968, and checked out 
the following day. She further stated that· she cannot 
remember seeing any Mustangs on April 3 or 4 9 1968, and, in 
fact, ·she is not familiar 'with the various makes of cars, and 
pays no attention whatsoever to them or their license plates. 
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l Date _._4_/1_2_/_6_8 ____ _ 
:1 

IVAN B. 0869 2569 Faxoim, De~k Cl~rk 9 Re~@l Motor 
Hotel, 3466 Lamar,, __ wa~ ci.tmta~te«ll at his pliu::~ l!'.»f eB.ployment 
pd advised the followiimg: 

Re was oim duty :at the Reb®JL Motor JBioil;®l f;iomm 10 :OO PM 1 , 

April 3, 1968, to 6:00 A~, April 4, 1968e He said that as 
a nightly routiime he tours the hot@l grou!tll.ds ho~rly for security 

meek. D-a.1:ring his ho1U1rly tours @IDJ. April 3 and 4 » he imot iced 
a white Mustang with Alabaa liceimse pl~tes park~@ i!tll, front 
of Room 34. Be added that he was positive that this Mustang 
wasr' parked in firoimt (Q)f 34 lllWlh.®rai h@ <etallllil@ on <duty at 10 :00 
and it was there during each of his hourly rou~~~ u~til 6:00 
on April 4 9 1968, wh~~ h® wa~ relieved by Mll:'. SAJM1 EWSONo 
He stated that h® ~ev~~ ~aw th~ oc©upa~t of Room 34 ~u~i~g 
his shift. 

On April 3 a~d 4 9 1968 9 Mro WEBB wa~ ~how~ a~tist's 
conception d~awing~ d~awn at Birmi~gham, Alabamaj a~~ Memphis, 
Tennessee, and he stat~d that th® ~~awi~g at ~emphi~ looked 
familiar to him but he could ~ot i~ a~y way i~e~tify amiy 
individual from it. 
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Date _...::4.c.../=12:::c..!...../6=8:;::__ ___ _ 

.Mtr. VltC::1'0~ lDU!?llU,TT 1 O~iml61t' 9 JEeb@l lM!oitoir Hot®l, 
3466 Lamar Av~nue irm M®~phi~. E@ ~~vis~~ t~at h~ i~ u~ually 
in the hotel lobby fir@~ 1~00 PlM! to 5~00 PM ~a©h @ay. E® 
stated that he wa~ irm th~ hotel o~ th~ afte~)Thoorm of April 3 
and 4, but he knew ~othi~g of armyon~ who ©~~©k~~ i~to ~oo~ 34 
on April 3 9 1968. E~ sai~ that after a gu@~t ©h®~k~ out 
of a room. the maid~ will go i~t~ th~ ~oom that~-~ @ay and 
clean it. They will ~mpty all t~as~ firom th~ ll"OWS into the 
trash ea~a at the f~o~t of th® hotel. He ~aid that th®se 
cans were pick~~ up ~Y the ~a~itatiorm d~pairtme~t on April 7, 
1968. 
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