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ERIC STARVO GALT 1 
SA HENRY A* SNOW 
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John Willard - FUGITIVE; 
(FNU) GALT. 
DR. MAR'l'IN LUTHER KING, JR,;- CR - CONSPIRACY 
VICTIM 

REFERENCE: Memphis telephone call, 4-4-68, and other 
num0rous communications. 
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No lead:El &ire bieing set fortlm illll t1h'11~~ rep@rt WJ,~ 

all lb.\ave ~eel!ll lm~lllldli:eid &»y tel®pllli@lllle @r teletype d\\llriID1g 
pr@gress of the illllV®~tig~ti@IDl. 

".rw(() c@pies are lbeillllg furllllislhled ~uxili~rJ @f fice~ 
wllliclbl lbiave cond1!llcted intellllsive il!llveisti,gfa!.ti@l!ll i,m thi~ lll!ll<!ll,tter 
for tllleir illllf@rlll!llatio,m. 

Oll.ll.e extr1Bl. copy @f tlbiis report i~ beii@g furl!lis!med · 
to the llellllllphi:Ei Office m~rked OVJBrold for 'tU!o So Att©1t'!Ill®;y'9 
llellllllplhlis 9 °0 to be relea~ed Ollllly upo,m Bll.llreau al!Jltlhlori ty. 

Allll attellllllpt has beellll llllll~de to limit tlbie v@11lllllllll® of 
reportillllg JmereiD and the lh!ul!lldred~ of neg~tive c@llllt~cts 9 

which were llll!l~de during ~11 ~h~ses of the investig~tion9 
~re not being included b\\llt the n~me~ 9 addres~es ~lllld the 
re~soltil for coltiltacting these llllllllmerous individu@l.ls lhi~ve b®efil\ 
recorded tllll the Birllllllillllgh~llllll file in this llll!lattero 

Beginnimig at the inc@pti.on of this illllv®stigifilti@im 
@llll the night of 4/4/68 9 ~11 logic~l CI 9s altild PCiijs ~lllld , 
other confidential sourc~s aw@l.il~ble to the Birmingh~m 
Office and throughout it~ territory have ~e®ltil coltilt~ct®do 
No positive results resulted◊ 

On 4/8/68 9 SA ~EMRY AG SNO~ cont~ct®d BH 36~-C 9 

a reliable coltilfidelriltt~l source wh@ is employed ilril tlhi.® 
Delivery all.1ld Moll1ley Ord~r ~partme~t of ~EBTERN UNION ~t 
Birm.ill.1lgham. CI was reHijue~ted t@ check ~-ll1lY av~ilalbll~ l"ecord~ 
which might reflect~ ~esterll.ll. UllJlion m@llll@Y @rder lblei!!'llg 
received during the pertill1lellllt period wlhi.eltil OALT purclhi.~~ed 
the 1966 Mu:st1i1mg f@if $1 9 ~M:MLI.Ql0. CI reported that all 
records pertaillllillllg to lll!ll@llllef orders received lr»y 11\lfil:!)~ tel"ltil U!!ili@JL\\, . :, ' 
for tlnle m@ltiltlhi. of Aug@st 9 1961 9 had beemi forw~:ird(!;ll@ to ti.bl® : \ 
M&lin Office of Western tt.JID!ion. &)lt Mii1mrme~pc0li~, iMimimie~@'it~ }) ''t 
or »llliglhi.t pos~ilblly be iltil the itttl~nt~ 9 ()'11Jlcr»rgi~~ Are$. Of.fie~. 
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Those Agents of the Birmingham Office who are 
f&1miliar with matters relating to the Ku Klux Klan, hate 
groups, and bombing suspects, thoroughly reviewed the 
voluminous files relating to such matters in the Birmingham 
Office for any logical suspect whose identity might be 
reflected therein. This file review did not produce positive 
results, but all bombing suspects were eliminated during 
the period of the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KINGs JR. 

A second subject~ (FNU) GALT, is being carried in 
the title of this report to include that individual as a 
subject of the Conspiracy violation of the Civil Rights Act, 
upon which the complaint and warrant were issued at Birmingham 
on 4-17-680 The identity of (FNU) GALT is unknowD to the 
Birmingham Office but mention of him was made by subject 
ERIC s. GALT at the time he exchanged weapons at the 
AEROMARINE SUPPLY COMPANY. 

An extra copy of this report is being maintained 
in the Birmingham Office for delivery to the USA~ Birmingbamj 
upon receipt of Bure~u authority. 
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On Apri.1 10, 1968, .. Jtr. BlJGiH EGER'rttN, Po~rtal 
Inspector, Birming!Htrn, wa:B e:;onfidentially advised of' 
the neoeias:J,ty fc,:ir determ,:ining a:ay fo;rwa:wding addre~~~:s 
left in ei 't;he1· the South Hi~blands Branch of the P'C~,i.: 
Of:fic~ o:r ·the Bi;rrningham B:w~anch in the· n.ame$ !'llU:C ~o 

GALT, HARVEY tOW~EYER or JOHN WU.JJLA.RD. J:r ~ EGERTON' ~;~2; 
ale:o r<Eilque~ted to deteI"ffline, if poars:!ble, tb~ identity 
and pre~erit dispQ~ition of a package and letter shipped 
f ro:m !Blome company in Chi cftgo, U. li noi s , to Mi~. ERIC :S. 
«}ALT, 2608 High land .A venue , Bi,rmi, ngham. He was further 
requested to :review -~be snbscribe:rs o;f ~Jl Po5t Office 
boxe$ 1n the main Birmingham stat;i,on and the So~J.th High,~ 
lands ata tion. 

On the same date, Mr. ~GER1'0N advised that 
he c:;ould locate rm forwarding addresses for any of th~ 
thr,ee i ndi vi duals :mentioned,. He ~tated that it i~ 
imposs--ible to detEn:1nine the date or di$posi tion of any 
package del:ivered tQ 2608 Hlghlan,d Avenu.e, unles~ it wa<g 
regi~tered or COD, which would h;we required a t9ignat1mite. 
He sa:td tha i; any letter~@ deli. v1111J:red to ;th:t s addres~ and 
not claimed would be :r,e,tu1"ned to the :sender, if one wa~ 
;indicated, and, if not, wcn1ld be returnE!d to the dead 
letter station at ei tht&.Jt' :Mempbil!S, ·Tennessee, O:t' the ci t:1 
in which po:stJnarked. 

01' too saitt*:' dri te 9 Mr. EGER"l.ON ad-vi ~ed that b~ 
checked the carrie:ir 'for this part:lcula:U;' addre@iis to 
determine th~ idt;:i:1dti't:y of people moving away from th.ii$, 
address dur;ing UM3 pertinent period. He determined that 
on Ootobttr 4, 196'1, )h:1

• SAM J. SCRI'VER moved f1°om 2608 
Highland Avenue t(, 1805 ·p1 n.§.~ Street, Ta;ir,r,ant, Alabama .. 
On October 18, 1967, :Mr,. WU.,Ll.AM Eo W!L,KINSON moved f:ir@m 
2608 Highland Avenue to 1805 Pl ni;on Str~et, 1~arra1.ort. 
D~eembe:r 26, 1007, Mr. CJ:EOR(tE DWIGHT PARK 1noved from 2608 
Highland Avenue to the YMCA, Birmingham. 

On Ap:ri l 11, 1968, M:r. EC'¾EiiTON advis~d thia:t; lH@ 
again checked with two carriers, .&tr .. R. H. WYNNJ!lJ and 
Mr. w. M. VES'l~, and le~rned that bis carriers' book &e;howt,, 
that ERIC s. GAI./f was not~d a8 no longer liv:ing SJ.t 2608 
Highland AveQU~ as of October. 28, '1967. M:r. E~1EJl{l\''('i1if f;~J.t.td 
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that this indicated tbat QALT bad received mail on 
October 28, 1967t or sportly before, and it was returned 
to the carrier on October 28, causing him to make this 
notation in his book. 

On the same date, ¥r, EGJRTON advised that he 
had checked a11 box holders, preeent and fQr the past 
two years, in the So1,1th Highland$ Branch, and had not 
found one in the Qame of GALT, LOWMEYER or WI~LARD. He 
stated that be would personally chec~ all the box holders 
in the downt9wn b~anch, but that this would take more time. 

E 
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• FD'-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April 12, 1968 

On April 12, 1968 9 Postal Inspector Hugh Egerton, 
u. s. Post Office Building, Birmingham, Alabama, furnished 
to Special Agent Lawrence G. Gettings two copies of a 
Mail Arrival Notice. The Article Number, as it appeared 
on the Mail Arrival Notice, was partially obliterated; 
however, it appeared to be 67623.66. The name and address 
which appeared on the notice was Eric· Galt, 2 6 08 Hi.9 Ave. 
The Mail Arrival Notice reflected that the article was 
mailed.and insured at Chicago, Illinois. The notice was 
signed by R. Cherpes on 10-4~67. The name of the postman 
who delivered the package, as it appeared on the Mail 
Arrival Notice, was not legible to the naked eye. 

' .... 

On 4-12-68 at Birmingham, Alabama File# 44-1740 

SA Lawrence G. Gettings:rlg .,_ i+-12-68 
· by ----------------~-__::.__::. ___ Date dictated----------

This docume~t cont~ins p.either recommendatio~s n_or conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; 1t and 1ts c(i)ntents are not to be d1str1buted out-~ 
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Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

~N!D STATES DEPARTMENT OF J!TICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SA HENRY A4 SNOW 
April 17, 1968 

I 

Office: BIRMINGHAM 

Field Office File #: BH 44-1740 
,1 Bureau File fl.: 44-38861 

Title: 

Character: 

Synopsis: 

ERIC STARVO GALT; 
(FNU) GALT. 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER _KING~ JR. - VICTIM 

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

Murder weapon, a Remington 30.06, Model 760, Serial 
No. 461416, was one of a shipment from Remington-Arms 
Company, Bridgeport, Connecticut, to Wimberly-Thomas 
Hardware Company, Birmingham,·and sold on 8/31/66 to 
AEROMARINE SUPPLY COMPANY, Birmingham. Employees that 
concern recall an individual, who was later identified 
from photograph as ERIC s. GALT, had first visited 
Aeromarine Supply Company on two occasions Friday, 
3/29/68, when he purchased a .243.caliper Remington 
rifle, Model 700, which was equipped on that date with 
Redfield scope 2x-7x; paid cask and gave name HARVEY 
LOWMEYER, 1907 South 11th Street, Birmingham" On 
following day, Saturday, 3/30/68, same individual 
returned after telephonic contact and e~changed this 
rifle for the murder weapon, a.Remington Model 760 1 

30.06 caliber, to which scope was attached. Investi­
gation at address given, 1907 - 11th Street South, 
and all surrounding neighborhood revealed that LOWMEYER, 
or any individual possibly identical, was unknown as 
residence occupied over thirty years by elderly mother 
of local attorney, w. A. JENKINS. Records Jefferson 
County Department of Revenue, Birmingham, revealed 1968 
Alabama license issued to ERIC s. GALT, 2608 
Highland Avenue, Birmingham, for 1966 Mustang two-doori 
VIN 6T07~190647. Previous registration for this car 
was to WILLIAM D. PAISLEY, residence - 701 South 48th 
Street, Birmingham. PAISLEY advised he purchased car 
from local Birmingham dealer on 12/15/66 and sold same 
,to GALT on 8/30/67 for $1,995,00 cash, paid in front of 
local downtown bank after GALT had visited his residence 
and

1
inspected car on 8/29/67 in response to newspaper ad. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

" 1· 
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Synopsis~ (continued) 

Investigation determined GALT'. rented room at rooming 
house operated by PETER CHERPES, 2608 Highland Avenue, 
on the southside of Birmingham, on 8/26/67. Maintained 
room until approximately 10/7/67 when departed for 
unknown destination; had in possession the 1966 Mu~tang, 
which he kept parked in center median of the avenue and 
apparently used same very little. While·there, GALT wa~ 
tu1employedj claiming he was on vacation and did not 
a.:ssociate·with other roomers, all of whom are being 
contacted. Shortly prior to departure from rooming 
house, received package later determined to have been 
shipped from a photographic company in Chicago, which 
contained a camera and other equipment. A ftairu:lard 
Oil. Service Station on Highland Avenue determined to 
have been source of S & H Gr.een Stamps distributed 
during period 9/8-22/67, which were recovered from 
GALT~s effects in abandoned Mustang at Atlanta, Georgia. 
Also, a dry-cleaning ticket recovered at Atl~nta 
determined issued by neighboring cleaning establishment 
on Highland Avenue, Birmingham, under name GAULTo. On 
8/28/67, ERIC s. GALT rented safe deposit box #5511 
at Main Office, Birmingham Trust National Bank, and 
record reveals entries to box after that date on 
September 5 1 21 and 28~ 1967. Box surrendered to b~nk 
12/13/67 after receipt of letter from GALT enclosing 
both keys, stating he no longer needed a:s had moved. 
Letter believed postmarked Baton Rouge, Louisianao 
GALT determined to have enrolled for five weekly clas~es 
in dance instruction at the ContinentaL Dance Club 
Studios, Graymont Ave. 1 Birmingham, on 9/12/61" Gave 
same roon1ing houfSe address on reg is tra t ion card. 
Operators of that establishment and persons who att~nd~d 
classes with GALT unable to furnish pertinent background 
information regarding him. Extensive investigation 
conducted in effort to secure further information re­
garding GALT during his period of residence at ro9ming 
house and also on the days he apparently returned to 
Birmingham to purchase rifle. This encompassed numerou$ 
neighborhood investigations, contacts with boarding 
houses, hotels an9 motels, financial ins ti tuti.ons / 
airlines, taxicabs, bus stations, automobile insurance 
agencies, libraries, laundry and dry-cleaning establish­
ments, divorce records, barge line operators, and all 
other similar investigative phases, which did not produce 

a• 1111 
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Synopsis: (continued) 

additional evidenceo On 4/16/68, a photograph forwarded 
to the Birmingham Office by the Los Angeles Office of 
ERIC S. GALT was exhibited to three witnesses at AEROMARINE 
Supply Company, two of them stating in their opinion same 
was identical to the HARVEY LOWMEYER, purchaser of the 
murder weapon. On 4/17/68, AUSA R. MACEY TAYLOR, 
Birmingham, authorized the/filing of a complaint charging 
ERIC STARVO GALT with Conspiracy to violate Section 241, 
Title 18, USC, and,recommended bond in amount of $50,000. 
On same date, SAC JOSEPH H. GAMBLE filed the compla:i.n t 
before USC MILDRED F. SPRAGUE, Birmingham, and warrant 
i$sued, which is being maintained in Birmingh~Ui1 Office. 
SINCE SUBJECT IS CHARGED WitH .MURDER BY USE o::' A HIGH­
POWERED RIF'.LE. ,HE SHQULD ~ CONSI:QERE.P ,ARMED AND E~]'REME!.i.X 
DANGEROUS. 

- p -

DETAILS: !_T BIRMINGHAI!!. 2• ALABAMA 
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JENKINS, Mrs.~ ARTl!UR, SR. (Virginia B.) ... 38 

JONES 9 CU • • • • • • • • • • 130 

JONES, 

KEEF, 

KELLY/} 

(American Leasing) . . . . . 

KLYC E & & I) O e, O O C> ,& $ ft e QI e & 4J 4 fl • e Cl 

KLYCE j TE & O 8 fll O ft o· ft • $ <9 ~ ,t tJ r. ~ ti • ~ 

KOPP, ICl:IAEL • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

DORIS 

LEWI • 

LIBERTY TORS. 

LOWME~RVEY 

. . . . . 

131 

39 

65 

130 

130 

122-125~ 

105-107 

127 

133 

~8 

126 

MANASCO, 116, 117-119 

135 

• 11111 ••• 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



,I 

I 

4 

BH 44-1740 

NAME 

McCLI 

• 
I N D E X 

H. 

127 

42 

83 

MYERS, 

MYERS, c. 

100, 101, 102 

91-99j) 102 

OOOM., ill • " ~ • o • " It e- e ti It o • • & 130 

PAISLEY, WI D. • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • 48, 50 

PAISLEY 9 liam D. • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 56 

PAISLEY, WIL DAVID •••••••••••••• 59 

PAISLEY, DAVID, JR* • • • • • • • • • • • • 52 

PHILL 
I 

(Standard Oil Service Station) ••• 140 

PENID s ,:, . e ~ • • e, 6 & 0 • • (b e $ <& • ~ ft 134 

POPINK , CK • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 40 

REEDY, ~ATHERINE. • . . . . . . . . . .. 

RODDAM~R • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

88 

130 

RUFFIN, EY . . . . . . . . . . 130 

# 5517 (BTNB) . 82 

. CHRIS .••.... 39 

47 

127 

(VIRGINIA) • • • • • • • • • 37 

SMITH, 87$ 94, 95 

■,::: IC 
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BH 44-1740 
M,E 44-1987 
B'J\S :mas 

2. 

3. 

,J 

4. 

5. 

6. 

tEGEND OF LOCATIONS VISITED BY ERIC S. GJ\LT 
DEPJCllrED ON c'ITY MAP OF BI:RMI;N<}HAM ALABAMA --•-r--,------•"""'"i-'--"""'' ___ .,. __ , ___ ~~K----- --- ,,. __ :J ..... ,_., .. ...,...._.., - ,.,..,.._,_...,.._ 

Fictitious address 1907 11th Street South 
given by GALT at time of purchase of rifle. 

Location of Aerom~rine Supply Company, 5701 
Airport Highway, where rifl~ purchased. 

Rooming house operated by Mr. PETER CHERPES, 
2608 Highlapd ~venue, where GALT resided 
from Aug"Qst 26, 19~7, to about October 7, 1967. 

Main Office of Birmingham Trust National Bank, 
112 North 20th Street, where GALT maintained 
safety deposit box from August 28, 1967, until 
_cancelled by bank on De9ember 13, 1967. 

Location of ,Continental Dance Club Studios, 
731½ Graymont Avenue, where GALT enrolled on 
Septem~er 12, 1967. 

Residence address of WILI.IAM D. PA ISLEY, 701 
South 48th Street, whe~e GJU/r answered news:p~per 
ad to purchase 1966 white Mustang on August 29 1, 
1967, and sa lf.~ consummated :f;ollowing day. 

NC1I'E: The addre$s of ~rbe Gun Rack, 1507 31st Street, SW, 
and Lopg-Lewts Hardware Company, 201,4 2nd Avenue North~ 
Bessemer, Alaba:n1~,, are located severial miles southwest of 
the area depicted on the map and not readily shown. ThEH~e 
stores of interest due to descript:ion of indivich1al, possibly 
identical with GALT, furnished ty salesman as exhibiting 
uni1sua 1 interest in g\ms and their b;i llistics. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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COMJ?OSITE DESCRIPTION GIVEN BY WITNESSES; 
ARTIST 9 S SKETCH; AND DATES ERIC S. GALT 
KNOWN TO ijAVE BEEN IN BIRMINGHAM: 

Race: 
Sex~ 
Age~ 
Height: 
Weigh.ti 
Eyes: 

Hair: 

Complexion.: 
Characteristics: 

Clothing: 

Residence: 

Occupation: 

White 
Male 
32 - 3~ 
5 0 8 vv - 5 t 10 ti 
165 ... 175 
Blue; large pupils; habit of 
staring.fntently while 
conversing;others say looked downo 
Medium brown~ not parted, 
combed :Oack, rather short 
with some "ripple wave 00 as 
appeared to have formerly 
been short crew-cut. 
Medium to pale ·· 
Meek; mild-mannered; quiet; 
non-smoker but occasionally 
user of alcoholi possibly 
beer and/or Vodka. 
Neatly dressed on occasion~ in 
business suit, white shirt and 
tie; other occasions, sport_ 
clotheso 
Rooming house - 2608 Bighla~d 
Avenue, on south side o~ 
Birmingham, Alabama. 
Unemployed while in Birmi~g~am; 
read newspapers and ' 1relaxed O 

0
~ 

Knowledge of Gun: Witnesses at AEROMARINE SUPPLY 
COMPANY stated subject did not 
appear to have any knowledge 
of high-powered rifleso 
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DATES AND LOCATll:tONS GALT JKNOl'N WHILE AT BIRMI_NGHAM:, 

August 29 1 1967: 

September 12, 1967: 

October 3, 1961: 

October 3, 1967: 

Rented room at 2608 Highland Av~~~e~ 
Birmingh~mp in bo~rdi~g ho~~e 
operated by PETER CDRJ?IS. 

Rented safe deposit box #5517 at 
~ain Office of Birmingham Trust 
National Bank i~ downtown Birming~am. 

Replied to newspaper cl~~sifi~d ad 
f_or purchase of 1966 white JMlustang 
from local re~ide~t~ WILLIAM D. 
~AISLEY, at ki~ reside~ce a~d ~~le 
consummated in downtow~ Birmingham 
the following d~Ys 8/30/67. 

Period during which S & B Green 
Stamp~, which were found in GALT 9 ~ 

abandoned Mustang im Atlanta, were 
distributed to customers at 
Standard Oil Servic~ Station, 
2188 Highland Avenue~ Birmingh~mo 

GALT enrolled for 5 weekly cla~s~~ 
in dance instruction at Conti~ent~l 
Dance Club Studio~ 1 ak~ Friends~ip 
Clubi Birmingham 9 giving residen~e 
addre~s as 2608 Highland Avenue» 
Birmillll!gham" 

Dry-cleaning ticket, which had bee~ 
recovered from GALT 0s effects ~t 
Atla~ta, identified~~ having ~ee~ 
iss~ed on this d~te for the pre~~ing 
of a coat at Mayfield Clea~er~, 
2222 Highland Avenue, under name 
GAULT" 

Records of Superior Bulk Film Compa~Yv 
Chicago, reflected ~hipme~t of photo• 
graphic equipment and c~mera to GALT 
at the Bighl~nd Avenue rooming ho~s~ 
address. 

9 

• IL! ::a 
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October 4, 196'1~ 

October 18, 1967i 

October 22, 1961: 

November 20, 1961: 

December 13, 1961~ 

( 

March 30, 1968~ 

I i 
I 

I 

l -·· 

- -
• 

PETER CJBLERPES, opera tor of ro@ming 
house, ~608 Highland Avenue, signed 
f@r pack~ge addre~~ed to GAL'lro 

GALT wrote typewritten letter from 
his rooming .house at Birminglhtam to 
the S~perior Bulk Film Company, 
Clbl.ic~glQl 1 returni,mig one camer?il wlh\iclbl. 
!hlad 11:»eeim delivered al@mg wltlht ©ther 
ph@tograplbl.ie eq@ipmento 

Approximate date of GALT 0 ~ departure 
from .his Birming~am rooming .hou~®~ 
and no f1U1rther corre~po~dence re­
ceived from- lhtim by PE'lrEU C~ERPESo 

Letter from Superi@r Bulk Film Comp~~Y» 
Chicago, r~turned :from tlhle r@@ming 
house address at Birminglhlamo 

Records of Superior Bulk Film Company~ 
Clhlicago 9 reflect typewrittel!ll letter 
from GALT reque~ting a refund on t~~ 
returned camera be ~ent to him at 
Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico, 
Hotel Ri@o 

Record$ @f the film company at,Chicago 
reflect letter from GALT advisiDg ~e 
had n@t received his refund and re­
q@e~ting same be sent then to 1535 
North Serr~l!l.\@ 9 Los Angeles 1 Californiao 

GALT 0 s safe deposit ~ox 1 Birminglhtam 
Trust Nati@n~l Bankv Birmingbamw 
cancelled a~d found empty upon r~ceipt 
of letter en~lo~ing key~, believed 
mailed i~ Lo~i~i~nao 

~AL'lr purchased @ne rifle from AEROBR!NE 
Supply Company~ Birming~am 9 and h~d 
~cope mmlnted o 

GALT returned above gun to AEOOMRENE 
and traded ~ame for th~ murder weapono 

1.0 
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:.)-302 (Rev •. \ 1~-b',) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ___ 4.c....._/_l_l,:._/_6_8 ___ _ 

JOE F~ BIDDLE, ~a~~g@~, Sporting Good~ D~p~rt= 
m~n.t 9 Wimberley-Thoma~ Hairdw11it1rci Company, 1809 Fir~·t 
Awen1l!le, South, Birmingham, was contact~d at approxima:t~ly 
S:30 a.m. and advised that he had already been contact@d 
by the man from ~emington-Arm~ Company in Bridgeport, 
Coil!rn~cticut, arnd had been advis~d by him that R~miimt.rtt:<0.nni 
30.06 rifle, serial number 461476, bad been sbipp~d to 
Wimberley on March 30 9 1966 9 und~r R~mington i~woic@ 
D.um1iber 55868. 

by 

Mr. BIDDLE stated that this order wa~ r@~~iv®d 
~nd wa~, in fact, a shipment of 418 gun~ of variou~ typ®~. 

He consulted bis record book 9 caption®d D~ily 
Report of Sale of Guns and Pistols, and determin~d that 
Remington rifle, caliber 30.06 9 marketed under Remingt@~ 
symbol nU1'1ber 9684, serial ,number 461476, had beern ~old (('l)n 
August 31, 1966, to .Aeroirull.rine Supply Company» 5701 Aidl:'/PJ©:i-r't 
Highway, Bi;rmi.ngham. 

File# 

SA NEIL P_.__.fillA_N=A=B=A=:Ns~...,_,:j""'m_l ________ Date dictated -~4=/_.,,l=l=/__,6"-"~"'----
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be 

1
distributed gutside your agency. 
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-
1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4:;_/_11;..;.:/_6_8 ___ __:c__ 

At approximately 10 :30 a.m. DONALD E\ WOOD 
was cont~cted at Ae~omartn$ Supply Compa~y, 5701 Airport 
Highway,·. Si~inghain, a,nd. advised thai; he is the ~on of 
ROBERT E. WOOD, SR .. , who i,s t~e owner of the Ae:ro:m.arin® 

·supply Company. WOOD was dj.sel'!eetly.questio!led con­
cerning the sale of a J:l~mington eaU,ber 30. 06 rifle, 
.serial number 461476, wbich Aeromarin.e bad pu:irchas~d 
from Wimb~ri~y-Thom,as in Augu$t, 1966, DONALD F .. WOOD 
immediately stat~d tbat he bad ~ea~~ the accounts oft~® 
assa$sination of MARTIN ~UTH!lR JlNG the previous day@~ 
tbe :radici and. bad i111mediately reoalle4 selling a rifl® 9 

as was desc:ribed ;in the newspape~ as the murder weapo1l'il9 to 
an i ndi vi dual about a we~k before the mu.:rder. WOOD 
iumiediat~ly search~d for and found ~ sales invoic~ in Ibli~ 
records and indicated that on Satq.:rd~y, March 30 1 1968 !> lht® 
had sold this gu,n tQ an infjividµal using the name HARVE'lf 
LOWMEYER. 

Afte:r, Qbtaiaing both copi.es Qf tbi s ·sales 
invoice, Mr. WOOD was request~d t<:> a<ic.;>mpany the int@r=• 
viewing Agent to tbe Binningham Offi~~ of tbe F.B!p wbi~b 
he agreed to do.. Mr. WOOD was t~aiuspovted to tbe BiJFmi ID11!?{-= 

ham Office of th• Fiji, wbere b~ furnished the followi~g 
sig·ned statement: 

"Bi. rmi :ngbam, A 1 abama 
April 5, 1968 

"I, DONALD F. WOOD, hereby make 
this statemen.t to $pec;i.al Agent, NE:n, P. SHANAHAN 
who bas identified himself to me as a Special 
Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigationo I, 
reside at 405· La~ee Lane, Birlllingbam, Alabama a~d 
subscribe to telep~one nµmbe.r S~e-4918. I am 
employed by my fatber, ROBERT B. WQOD, SR .. at th® 
Aeromarine Supply Co•pa~y, 5701 Airport Highway, 
Birmingham, Ala., as a s~leaman. 

-

On _ __,..,4=/-'5....,/---"6C-"8'---_at ---=B=i=rm=i=n..:;ag=b.;::.:cam=....., _;A:;.::.l,:,:..a::;::.;b:i::.:am==,,a=--_File # __ B_H_4_4-_l 7_4_,(Q) ____ _ 

by ----=S=A"'----"NE=I=L:..,...::,P'-".'--"'S~H=A:.:,;N::;.:A~H~A=Nc..!.:~j=mc:e,,1 ____ ~-~Date dictated __ 4..c_/_l_l.,;_/_6_8 __ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the F
1
BI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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2 . 

0 Qn F;r;i.day, i!arcJi 29, l968, sometime 
in the early afte~noon l h~d just returned fr@~ 
lun.ch when I observed Mr. u. L. BAKE~, als@ a 
sal~sman, compl~ting the ~ale of a rifle to an 
individual unknown to me. Mr~ BAKER had ju~t 
sold this man a ~mington, Model 700, Calib~r 
.243 Winchester witb a 2x-7~ Redfield Scope 
mounted thereoQ. Mr.

1 
BAKER had made this sal® 

and had also mounted and bor~ sighted the scop~ 
on our machine. This individual al~o bought o~e 
box of 20 ~ounds of .243 Noma ammun~tion. He 
paxe~ cash for this sale. When I tirst ob~erv®d 
this man he was dre~$ed in a dark business suit 
with a white shirt and tie, as well as I rem~mb~~. 
He was approximately 5'8" tall, l5Q to 160 pound~ 
~nd pad dax-~ hair. Re had a medium complexi@n and 
appeared to be a meek ~ndividual. This i~dividual 
had gi~n bi$ nam~ as ll,ARVIY LOWMEYER and stat~d 
that be ·resided at 1907 SotJtb llth Street, 
Birmingbam, Alabama. He also advi$ed that he wa~ 
36 years o;f age. 

"This inforJna ti on was :not given' to m~ 
personally by tb-::is im,U.vidual, bµt I d~termincdl it 
from the bill of ~ale that wa~ prepared by 
Mr. BAKER. 

"Following the sale tnis individual l®ft 
the store carrying the gun in a cardboard box 
utilized by the Browning ~anufacturipg Co~panye 
This box was uaeq becauie with the ecope mounted 
the rifle would not fit in the no~mal Remington b~~. 
He also took the ~mpty ~~mi~gton manufactu~er's 
carton with him when he left. 

n1t was, as best I r~call, either lat®ir 
that afternoon or early the following .Saturday 
morning when this indiv;i,,dual called on the tel@lc. 

, phone and stated that he !la.d had a conversation 
with his brother and decided that the gun h(t:) bad 
purchased was not tbe gun be wanted and he r@q~®~t®d 
whether he could exchange it for a Bemington, ~©d~l 
760, 30.06 calibe:r. I advised him that we c©uld 
make this exchange but that it would cost lhliinm a!tll 
additional $5.oo. 

I 
/ 
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• 
"At appfQJi:imately 9 ;00 AH on Saturd$l!.J, 

March 30, tW.s same individual returned t@ th~ 
~tor~ with the gun he had previously purcba~~d. 
When be r~turned th® &"1JJ1:n be bad th~ gun !5ltill :lfil\ 
the Browm,ng box. I told him tbat I would ©ha~g~ 
the scope :tr,,~ the caliber • 243 rifle to th® 
Model 760, tn-1:t t~at it wpu.ld take me u.ntil appr@~:Jl,c.,, 
mately 3:00 o'clock in tbe ~tternoon and I 
instruct~d bi,m to ;retu:rn i:lt 3 :00 o' Qlock and to lb)ll"ifill&r 
the original. Remi~gtou box for th? ~alib(!)r .24,3 
wiaapon with him wh~n be came ~~ I would need. & lt$@~ tt;@ 
~tore the gun in. I gav~ bim the iodcl 160 g@~ ~~d 
I b~lieve that l left it in tbe arowning ~artol!ll. ! 
did not receive the $5.00 b,eaa~se in exchanging th® 
scop~ I bad to ~se ~ Weave~ base and ring~ in~t®~d 
of the Redfi~ld ba~e and ring~ and this m~d® ~P th@ 
coat difference. I al,o e~Qhanged tm bo~ of .243 
c~liber ammu~ition tor a bo~ of 30.06 amm~nitio~ 
which I be:J.,ieve wa$ Pete:re; Core L<ikt, 150 glr:si.:ll.n 9 

2Q rou0rds per box. He left tAe 5'tore carrying tlbi@ guJJlil.\ 
in the cardboard box. 

HDuring the QO\lr'$~ of our dealing~ @rn 
Saturday I asked this i~dividual why he didn't w~rnt 
the caliber .243 gun and X told him that it wa~ ~ 
bi.g enough gun, to bring dpwn any qeer in Alalbam~o H@ 
stated in a~ offhand manner t~at he wanted the 30.06 
caliber gun becau$e b~ was gotng to u$e it to hu~t i~ 
Wi ~consi n. 

~, At the present time this is all tltlat Ji ©&l!\i\ 

r~member concerv.i:ng tbe tran11n1.c.rtion with this illl\©li ,11dL"'­
dua],. 

"I ~ave react th:ls s:t,g:ned ~tatem~nt and , 
accept where I have initiated one correcti©n. K 
fi~d it to eon$ist of this and two othe~ pa~~ a@d 
it is tru~ and correct. 

u;s/ OONALD F. WOOD 

n/s/ OIL P. SHltNAHAN, Special Ag~tmt, 
FBI, ◄/5/68. 

"/s/ MARVI-N II. EUBANKS, Special A.g®llilt 1 

FBI, Bir:mi~gham, 4/5/68., ' 0 
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\ ,.Phone 595-2142 
AIRCRAFT=AUTOi'v\OTIVE 

MARINE-SPORTING GOODS:­
PARTS & SUPPLIES -

TO 

.,_, 

AEROMARINE SUPPLY CO. 
5701 BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT HIGHWAY·. 

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35212 . 

' IF CHECK IS CIVEM 1H FULL OR PART PAYMENT FOR THIS ll'CYOICE 1 TITLE SHAt.t. REMAIH WITH SELLER Vli:Tlt. C:HEC1C HAS 
CLEAREt> BANK. IN ll'KlCH DRAWN, AT THE OPTION OF THE SELLER.. 

RECEIVED BY 
MERCHANDISE CANNOT BE RETURNED FOR CRFDIT, REFUND OR EXCHANGE AFTER 10 DAYS FROM SALE DATE 
PURCHASEl~VOICE MUST ACCOMPANY All RETURNS. . . 

' ... 

i 

INVOICE 
NUMBER 

(Ju;;:·.;) --------- _, 

2251A 
196? 

SALEZS: 
TOTAL 

\ 
J 

1· 
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FD-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

l . 
J 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April 8 9 1968 

DONALD F. WOOD, residence 405 Lance Lane~ Birmi!tilgham 9 

the son of t.he ow!tiler of Aeromarine Supply Company 9 Airport 
Highway, was asked if he could identify a customer who pur~hased 
a gun case for a Varmint model rifle on March 29 9 1968. WOOD 9 
after checking his invoices, ~oted that there was such a ~ale 
made o:n March 29, 1968~ but the invoice was made out to 19C~sh. 99 

WOOD recalled, however, that this customer ts a regular ~u~tom®r 
who is a white male, about 25 years old, five feet 9 tefil inch@s 9 
170 pounds, long, black bair, whose first name is JOHNo WOOD 
further recalled that he had sold a Browning pistol to thi~ maltll 
abou.t two and one-half years agoo WOOD then checked hi!lfl\ re(Cord~ 
and identified this man as JOHN WEBSTER DeSHAZO, 17 Mo111tevallo 
Lane, Mountain Brook, Alabama, who purchased a Browning Stallllda:irrd 
Weight Pistol on December 11, 1965. 'r 

Later on April 7, 1968, DON WOOD made available the 
following weapons which had been identified by JOHN WEBSTER 
DeSHAZO as having been handled by the person who purchased a 
rifle and scope sight at the Aeromari:ne Supply Compalllly on 
March 29, 1968: 

weapons. 

One Browning Safari grade, caliber .243, 
bolt-action rifle, Serial Noo 3700Z5, 
Stock No. 946A. 

One Remington Model 700, heavy barrel,. 
Varmint .243 Winchester, Serial No. 266009, 
Stock No. 753!,. 

One Remington Model 788, caliber .30"-30, bolt= 
action rifle, Serial No. 020726, Stock No. 156A. 

Mr. WOOD was furnished a receipt for the abov~ 

4/7 /68 at Birmin.gha:m. Alabama File# -~B_H~f...,,4_4_-..,...1--=-7/--=-4_0 ____ _ 
SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT ME 44=l9S7 
and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER RMB:mas 4/8/68 

by -------------------~..,.=.,--Date dictated---------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of thi fBI. u1~ property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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• FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
1 

Date Apri 1 141: 9 1968 

Immediately following the receipt of a packag~ at 
approximately 12:30 a.m., April 8, 1968, containing three 

. weapons from Special Agent· ROBERT M. F.$ARRETT, Special Agent 
RALPH N. BUTLER hand-carried them aboarq a Delta Airlines 
flight, changing to an Eastern Airlines flight in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and ultimately accomv~nied them to M:r. GEORGE BONEBRAKE 
of the FBI Identification Pivision at approximately 8il00 a.m. 
on April 8, 1968. 

These items, from the time they were delivered to SA 
BUTLER,. did not leave h~s possession until delivered to Mr. 
BONEBRAKE. 

Birmingham, Alabama -
on __ 4_/_8_/_6_8 __ at Washington,· D. c~ File # __ B_H_4_4_-_1_'14_0 ____ _ 

by SA RALPH N. BUTLER:mas .,. . . _ Datedictated 4/1!1/68 
This document contains neither recommendations l~onclu2f>of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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l FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

A/11/68 Date __ ·-= _______ _ 

At app~oxim~t,ly 1:00 Po•• on Aprjl 5, 1968 9 

Mr. BO\ijERT Eo WOOP, SR,, and OONALD'F. WOOD ac~©mpani®d 
the interviewing Agents to the Aeroma~ine Supply C@m~a~J 9 

5701 Atrport Highway, Birmtngha~, where DONALD F. WOOD 
made available a Remingt~n M94~1 700, ~aliber .243, ~ifl@, 
w~ich was pelieved by them to uave been bandled by th® 
unknown individual who had purchased t~e-ReJlli,ngton ~@d@l 
760 ~itle on •arch $0, l9ij8, J;)ONALD Fo WOOD also fu~)IDi~h®d 
nine boxes of ca~ib~r ,243 al1Ull~nition f~om their inve~t@~J 
stating that one box of thi~ ammunition was believed t@ 
have been handled by tbe individual who purchased th® g@JID., 
DONALD Fo WOOD also furni$bed a set of Redfield base~ a~d 
ringe which had been the original bases and rings fur~i~h~d 
by the manufacturer of the Redfield soQpe. 

im~~diately following the receipt of th,s® it®lMl~, 
SA NEIL Po SHANAHAN ~and qarri,d tn$m, aboard a Uiili t®d ibl~= 
lines ;flight, changiµg to a Delta flight i~ Atlallllta$ G@@w~i~ 9 

and ultimately accompanied them to Mr. GEORGE BODBJRAD @f 
the FBI ld_enti:Ucation D:j.vision at appJ."ox:tmately 8 :OO JPlolMlo 
same date. Thes~ items, tr<>m the time they were deliv®r®d 
to SA SHANAHAN, 4~d not leave his pQssession until d®liw®red 
to Mr. BONEBRAKE. 

/ 

4/5/68 Birmingham, ,Alabama BH 44-1740 On ------at -------~-----File# __________ _ 

SAs NEIL P~ SHANAHAN and 
by ____ NE_I_L_G___;::_. _M_A_R_T_;,I_N-=:_;,,_N_:_P~S.;.../;=.,jm_\...::,...,... _____ 0 ate dictated _4_/_l_l_/_68_· ___ _ 

This document contains neither recomme11dations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distril;>ute-~tsiµe f~fency. . . _ 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

F_EDERAL 8URl;AU OF INV'l;STIGATIQN 

l D,ate :...,· ----"4.,.,/Wl8~/'--'6,//JJ;82----'-

JOHN WEBSTER DESHAZO, 17 lontevallo Lane, M@umttw.i@ 
Breok, furnished tbe following: 

DESHAZO is a regula~ and_ tr•quent customer at Ae'.i!:"o= 
ma:tlne Supply Company, Airp~rt · Higllway .t Birmingham o DE SHAZO 
is also a member of the Nat ic;ni~l Rifle AS$0C.iatiou (NRA} ~lll.\d 
therefore has an extensive and avtd interest in weaponso 

On March 29, 1968, I)E SHAZO. went to the Aerol!fillW-:lt'i@e Sup,p,l:, 
Company, arriving so111ietime around 3 ;OO P·.M. He was the:ire for 
about one to one and one-half hours. IAt the time he arrivedv 

'. the son of the owner, DQN WOODS, was out tc, lunch, and DE SUAZO 
wanted to conduct his business with WOODS. About twel!'!lty mi~ute~ 
after DESHAZO arrived, a man in a dar.k shade of browfill bu~i@es~ 
suit which was wrtnkled as it he n•d· been working or travelt@g 9 

came into the store. Di SffAZO said his first impression of t~i$ 
· man was that he did n,ot look U,ke a hunter or an outdo@rsma@ 9 

and that he appeared to be out of pl•ce in the store. It was 
apparent to DESHAZO 1~ watching this man tbat he did ~ot 
kaow aaything a.bout ri;fles. He looked at and handled s~V®i.fal 
dif~erent weapons and finally decided to buy a Remimgto~ 
Model 700, .243 Wincllester. He also ol"defed a Redfield Va:irb1.lbilre 
scope. The total cost of thi~ pure~a•e would have bee@ ab©~t_ 
$270. DE SBAZO recalled saying ·to thj.1$ man, uvou ~ve rea!J.lly 
got quite a gun there .. you• 11 have to learn how to use i tQ '~ 
The man replied that be was going dee:r hunting with his br@th.er 9 

or brother-in-law, in Wisao~sin, who bad invtted him to h~~to 
This man alee said that he was now able to buy a rifle oo he 
was going to get a gc,od one~ Sometime while DE SUAZO w~s 
observing this man, he notiQed that he could detect th@ @d@r 
of alcohol on his breath~ He said the man was not drunk 9 

bleary-eyed, nor. was ~is speech sl~~red, but he had defi~itel1 
been drinking. DESHAZO ea.id when ~e lett the store thi~ 
purchaser was sti.11 in the sto:re waittq.g for a s~lesma~J 1m:Bi.mmetd 
BAKER to get the sQope sigbt mounted on the rifle that this 
man had purchased • 

4/7 /68 -· at Mountain Brook• Alabama . -_File# BH 44-1740 

SA s ROBERT M. BARRE';rT and 
· by .......,......._..,W-'--"I=L=L=I=A=M'-=A.......,_S=A=U=C;:c...;I=E=R.....,•=R=B'-"•-·=b...:ct __ ~,.,.....-Date dictated ----'4=/-=8'-..!c.../-=6..:::,8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conch1sions of e : l. '.Jt is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
·· your agency; it and its contents are not to be dtstributed o.utside your agency. 
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BH 44-17:40.·: 

. . :Dit-:s)u.~(f ~a';tcfbe could re9~ll only two labortnrs c@ooii@i 
iate the:;' st'oree Wbi'le. this ntan, was t)lere and that there W&'elf'e 
two persons b~b,ind the counter, BAKEJ:l. and a man named STEJP11JID}~!Nf~., 

' -~ ~ ' ' 

. DE: :.:su.i0 sai<.i -the .-;..n g~ve DE SUAZO the impres~i@rrn 
that ·--~ :'W.aS,:-:''.~J~,l ~:ro,o;e.,;la:bama. This man was quiet f s@f ft=spiokerm 9 

a.a.d· .WJ;et·no,~-i~Jseryect\•<iking at a'1y tiin~. DE SHAZO :said ~@we:rr~)l 
· ,tiJD.es that. ~1$'.:A-.:tl-.t~---~ion wa, :-~;rawl\ to •tbis m~n because @ff hi.~ 

lack of ·know,ied.ge ef 1'4i'apons and, in ·DE SHAZO • s opiniorm 9 itllili~ 
man bad n.o bus(,n~filS ·.a•ttinJ a ;rifl~. He said he bad th@l)J1glllrft 
at the time ·t,iat ./ttd;s ts the type <:>f pere<>n who buys a Ifif :rt® 
to kill bis wt:f~,;--:,and ·wba gives th~ use of weapons a b~d !ffi~IIDie" 

,,_ .;_;~_,-' ' 

'l)E'.$illzo $.i(i he CO\lld postt;tvely identify the JJi\i~l!!l\ 

W:h<i> pu~.t1ll•se:cf,,::t:1.t~'.i'J:if.le aild .scope si.ght should he eve1" @bserve 

• .. · ll\m af',l&r~ (i;{;~)[~t;}t>~: <:·(:: ·'... .. .. ·• , ·. · · . 
· . ·.. · ·. . .. J:)Jf'.''.Si,A;zf{,f:µ~,n°j;sh.ed the ;follQWiJlg descriptio!tll of the 

. man: wlto• l)Q,Jt·li•~IJ~:ct>,i'.1;he' Re.aingtQU rifle a~d scope s;ight: 
• ' ,,, ' ,, < •• , 

/ 

'i' 

White 
Male 
~() - 32 yea,;rs 
5' 10'• 

. 170 ·"!" 175. U;,i;;. 
,8:rQVfQ, co.mbed straight bal'lk 9 

w•vy 
Quiet, soft-spoken@ no~~:smoke~ 
Wea:r.ing wingt'j,p shoes/) a JJi\~dl\lJIJJi\0= 
priced, wrinkle(l, dark br@Wfl'!il 
bu~intss suit, whtte shi~t 9 ~@d 
t:le, 

23 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION J 

1 Date ____ 4_/-S_/_6_8_, __ _ 

On April 6, 1968, JOHN DENNIS BANNERS, 809 Meg Drive~ 
furnished the following: 

' HANNERS went to the Aeromartne Supply Comp~ny @m 
Airport Highway twice on March 29, 1968. The first time was 
abm,11t 10 :OO A .M.,, and he was there for about an hour 9 ch.11ri1mg 
which time he made a purchase. He returned sometime Tbetw®@~ 
2:00 and 2:30 P.M., and stayeQ until sometime after 4~00 ~e~e 

About fifteen minutes after he ~rrived 1 a man weari~g ~ busi~ess 
,. suit, dark brown in color, came in and looked at S(J)!Jiii® rifles$. 

From this man's actions it was obvious to BANNERS that this 
man knew little or nothing about rifles,. He was waited ©mi·Tby 
an employee na~ed BAKE~. He fia~lly purchased a Remi@gt©~ 9 

model unknown, rifle and ordered a scope sight to be i@st~ll@d 
at that time.. HANNERS left S0'1etime after 4:00 P,.M~ ~@di :ai.t 
that time this pure.baser was still ill' the store~ At the time 
HANNERS left, the purchaser was watching BAKER equip the rifle 
with the scope sight$ BANNERS said be is quite positive lh.\e 
could identify this purchaser if be ever saw him agaillll. 

HANNERS recalled that this purchaser talkied t«:» 1ll1. 

customer who was in the store at the same time on Mar©h i9 9 

1968, which customer was buying a gun case for a Varmillllt 
model rifle. This customer apparently was well k~o~llil to BADR 
and HANNERS recalls seeing this custo•er have some collllver~~ti@llll 
with the purchaser of .the rifle. 

BANNERS advised he had no conversation with this 
purchaser nor did he hear him mentiQn any name 9 loc~litJ 9 o~cu= 
patton, residence, and/or automobile.' When HANNERS left th® 
store he noticed t~ere were several cars l>arked iim tlhve :srto:!l"e 
parking lot, but could not recall any on~ specific c~)l" 9 ex~ept 
a small red midget-type compacte JIANNERS further said he h~d 
never seen the purchaser of t.he rifle before nor has Ible si@®1!i.\ 
him since this occasion. 

4/6, 7 /68 at __ c_e_n_t_e_r_P_o_i_n_t_,_A_l_a_b_a_m_a_~File # _B_H_4_4_=_1_7_4_0 _____ _ 

SAs ROBERT M,.· BARRETT and f ·-24 
by __ W_I_LL_, I_A_M_A_ .. _S_A_U_C_I_E_R_:R_M_B_~ j_b_t~~_____,.'·"_'_· --Date•dictated __ 4_/_8_/_6_8 ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your 1;1gency. 
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tittll 44=1140 

HANNElRS fur@ished thie. :f@l:JLowiIDlg .descripti@IDl @f th!e 
p@~ch~s@r @f t~e l"ifle: 

Ula<Ge 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
lb.ir 

\l\l'lhli te 
Male 
About 38 years 
5' 10" 
180 lbs .. , with slight '~JP)©)tn 
Dark brown a1llld wawy @IDl t@p 9 

thick on the sides 
Open as if lolOlldmi.g, imritemi.t:n.:w ~t 
something 
Dark br~wn busi1lll®ss suit 9 

white shirt ~IDld tie 
Possibly SoutherIDl 
Acted shy, quiet sp@k@IDl. [jj@t 

forward in m~nllller or spee~h 9 

not observed :sm@killllg. 

Ollll April 7 9 1968 9 JOO DENNIS RANJNIERS said he did 
llll@t rec~ll bearing the purchaser @f the rifle spemk e@@ugt 
to defillllitely identify his voice or bis acc®~t~ if ~@y. 
He only recalls the pur~h~se~ a~ectfically saying t@ BAD~~ 
i@ connection with the purch8jj,!$e of the rifle p vvl w 11 t&ll.ke tlhliifill 
@!li\ie,. ~v 

In goiing over his actiolll!.s in the st<:ii:irie @@ a m.i.@ute,= 
to=min1UJte b:asis, HANNERS said he believes be arrived! betwee@ 
2 ~00 atmi 2 :30 P.,M., 9 tbwi.t the purchaser of tftlle rifle mifrtved 
fifteen miID1utes later 9 that the son of th® ownrer of t!hl® ~t@:wie➔ 9 

DON lWOOD:S 9 . came into tlhv~ store abo\!lt thirty nrdIDmtes a:tfte:ir tR11® 
purch:lll.ser of the rif1l,11:::i hfal.d arriv~d, airnd th111J.t ~NflN/ElltS l@ft tlfil@ 
store about ome a!!'lld r(J)ID1e-half hours aftel!." he lh\aii.d f trst fil1'.iririved 9 

whdLcb would have bll;;)teln\ S@!li\etime betweellll 3630 ~1!1ld ~~00 P~liWo 9 ~t 
w)hd,ch t,ime the p1lll11"Ch®.ser of the rifle w:as still i@ the st©lr'®~ 

HANN!IRS recalled that the J©UTfllg m~ltll wlrn@ wms b®yiimig 
the gun case for the Varmint mode 1 rifle W;!ll,S a w»:ni te m~l@ 9 ~ll»o~]t 
25 years, 5°10'', 110 lbs., black 1 thick, lorng h~iT c@mb@Jdl 
straight back. This individual was still i!i'll the st@~® wit~ the 
purchaser when HANNERS lefte 

HAN?iERS said that the purc~~ser drew E~MlNIT~RS 0 ~tt®IDJ.ti@@ 
because of his obvious lack of k'!lilowledgre cmllcerll:llitmg :rr 'i:fJl® &'5:1. 

-2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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HANnRS al~ recalled that there wasi ~@othern:· sale~ml\iiil.l!ll 
lbehimid tlhle ~©ullllti1::1Jr ©their t haroi B1~1&JBR who w~s gxr~y-haired. l!l!AlNflNfEl!tS 
fllllirtlll!.@r recalled !!liGedlng th!!.t th@»'~ was m@re th&ll.llll ©Jime 1rifle mm 
the c@~@ter during the tim® the purchas@r of the rifle w~s 
«Jl i:SC\l.ll~Si!l'll.g the )PJUJ!"Chiai!\llC wi tn BAKER. 

26 
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• FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date ___ 4..,._,,_/s_l .... 6 .... 8 ___ ~_ 

U. L. BAKER 9 1408 Clermont D;rive ~ advised he is 'all'il. 1 

employee of the Aerom~rine Supply Company$ Airport Highw~,~ -
Birmil.1igham. I'n connection with t~e sale of a gU!til c~sie fo1r a 
Varmint model rifle~ BAKE:Jl said he recalled making suclh sai 
sale 9 but could not recall the date nor the nam~ of th~ 
cc; U)stomer. He sai,d he could n.o-t' state t;hat this gun c:asie w~~ 
sold on tbe same date that he had @ld a :rifle and sc@p@ :Sight" 
which was March 29 i ,1968. He said the man who bought tn,ie g1U1n 
cas~ was a f~equent customer, aµd described him as a whit~ ~~le, -I 

27 = 28 years old, 5 ,gu iJ 180 lbs., heavySiet p with bloIDl.d 9 • I 
thinnil!l!.g b~ir. BAKER tdentifted the other salesman~ who W(()@ld I 

have been behiftd the counter on Mar~h 29 1 1968P as the m~~~ge~ 
@f the store, J,. HOYT STEPHENS. 

In CQQ.nection with the accent or speech of the JP>®lfs©rrll 
who pu;rcha$ed tb, rifle and scope siih't ~ BA,KER said he beH,,eved 
it wa.s from "this'' (Alabama) gene:r~l area. BAKER s~id tlhlat 
the man who p-u:rcha1$ed the rifle ~ad left the store o@ March 29 v 

1968 1 and came bac~ l~ter in the atternoon and pickeq ~P the 
rifle. He wa$ asked if it was possible that the man st~J@d i~ 
the store during this time, and BAKER said he was n(Q)t ~~re. 

On __ 4_/7_/6_8 __ at -,-....B...,.,_u-_. m_in_g~h_a .... m_~_A~la_b_a_m_a __ ~File # BH 44°"'1'140 

SA s ROBERT M.. BARRETT ~nd , · -, -
WILLIAM A. SAUCIEJ:RMB:jbt - 27 4/8/68 

by---.'--.....--------,.,--~~~-------Pate dictated ---------
This document c,ontains neither recol;llm~nd~ions nor ccmclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
~9ur agel\CY: it an.~ its content~ ai:e nc$,t to be dtstributed outside your agency. -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVl:STIGATION 

l Date 4/8/68 

J. ffQYT STBPRENS, resideQee 1108 South 55th Stwe~t~ 
Birmingham, said he is tb~ manager of the Aeromarine Supply 
Company, AirpQrt Highway, Btrmingba~, STEPHENS saiq h@ occ~~= 
ionally works behind the counter and would be the perso~ ide~= 
tified by a customer as a gray-hatred ~alesman other thilil.n :MJ•~ 
U. L., BAKER. 

I 

t 
STEPUENS $aid be coµld a~t ·~ecall anything con~er@ing 

the sale ?f a gull case tor ;1, Varqa1~~"'"ty-.,e rifle nor the s~le 0>f 
a Remington rifle and sc:;ope sig~t on March 29, 1968. 

' ' 

on_---'4~/~7~/6~8-'-_at Bi~ingham, Alabama File# BH 44-1140 

SAs ROBER'l' M., ijARQTT and 
by, WILLIAM A¢ SAUCIER:RMBtjbt -~:;~t _ ~te dictated 4/8/eS 
This document contains neither recommenda~ions nQr conclusions of the FB?.<,t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be di,.stributed outside your Agency. , 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

A. L. IRWIN~ 7822 Sixtq Avenue So~th, a patrolman 
employed by the Birmingham Police Department, advised he is 
pre sent ly attending the pol ice department academy for roollde 
police1nen. 

IRWIN recalled being at the Aero Marine Supply 
Company, near the airports airmingham, on March 29, 1968, for 
about an hour between 4~30 and 5:30 P.M. IRWIN recalled seeing 

,a·customer in. the store wearing a dark business suit. He could 
only recall that this man was a white male, age about 36~ 
about 5°8n tallj about 160 pounds, with dark hai:r. IRWIN said 
be could recall nothing else about this man or if he was still 
in the store when IRWIN left. He did recall there were several 
cars parked outsi~e the Aero Marine Supply when he left 9 but 
could recall none specifically. 

·~ 

4/6/Ga at --=B...,i...,r...,m ..... i=n'4lg..,,b..,.a .... m'H~l----"'A,._.l=a...,.b..,,a_,m_a.___ __ File # ~H 44=1740 

SAs ROBERT M •. BARRETT and ifl/ , ,:,9 
. by __ W~IL-L ..... IA..,._M~A ........... ..,.. ..... sA_m;_IE-,RiU.-0-: B"""M...._B......._: .J.j""l'l)....,t_,-i<_,:._. _ _,_f,J.;;::.__Date dict~ted ~--=-4._/=8._/6=8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be dtstributed outside YOlU' agency. · 

• 
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BH 44-1740 
JTA:cap 

On April 6 1 1968, CHARLES F. CAUDLE, employed 
at Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 ,Airport Highway, 
Birmingham, Alabama, advis~d that he did not recall 
observing the individual at Aeromarine Supply Ccnrt1 .any 
on Th~arch 29, 1968, and March 30, 1968 1 who purchased a 
rifle and a scope. 

On April 6, 1968, .J. HOYT STEPHENS, employee 
of Aeromarine Supply Compapy, 5701 Airport ~ighway~ 
Birmingham, advised he did not recall observing the 
individual at Aeromarine Supply Company on March 29 and 
30, 1968, who purchased a rifle and scope. 

30 
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B.:H 44-1740 
ME 44-1981 
HAS: mas 

The following classified adverti.sem!lmt appear~d in 
the mornilTilg newspaper, The Birmingham Post-Herald, Ull1\der the 
t'Article:s for Sale" column in its issue of March 30, 1968, 
and had appeared irrll the evening BirmilTil.gham News duI"tID.lg th~ 
pertilTilent period: 

Rifles--Shotgurns ... -Pistols 

BROWNING-=REMINGTON--COLT 

--Hi-standard--Ruger--Winchester-­
Weatherby--Savage--Smith & Wesson. 
Over l, 000 a:rms in stock for your 
selection. Surplus Rifles, Pistols 
and Shotguns at bargai,n prices. 
Leather Bolts and Holste1°s. Gun 
Scopes, Polychokes & Recall pads 
installed. Shotgun Shells, Reloading 
Supplies & Equipment at discount 
prices. Colt Anniversary Presentation 
Revolvers. 

REMINGTON PRIMERS: 
RIFLE AND PISTOL 

$6 per M. Shotgun, $10 pe~ M. 

Bi!n---SELL==-TRADE 

AEROMARJINE SUPPLY CO. 
5701 Airport Hiway 595-214211 

31 
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BH 44•1140. 
J'TA:rte 

The f@ll@wimig i~w@~tig~ti@~ w~~ @@lli1dU©t@d 
by Special Ag@l\il;t~ J 111 . T0 ARDff ~imd PETER J'@l!llN BODKXJN 
at Birmingham, Al~b~ma, @~ April 6, 1968: 

" Ph@t@gr~phs @f th@ f@ll@wi!li1g individu~ls 
were (i)Xhibited s@p~r~t@ly t@ lUf o L. BAKER, !i3tJl~~•mi., 
and DON WOOD, sal®~nmn, Aerom/9!,rine Supply, 57~1 
Birmingh~m Airp@rt Highw~y, Birmilmgh~m. Aft@r vi~wing 
these phir:rt@gr~pJ:ius, BAKER iS1.!li1d WOOD @&@h ai.dvi~@d l.ffi©)f,,@ 
of the individuals in th@s@ ph@t@gr~ph~ w®r@ id@nti@~l 
to the person wh@ pur©hM~d ~ rifl@ in the !li1am~ @f 
HARVEY LOWJMEYERp from th® A~r@m~rimH@ Supply @llA 
March 29 - 30, 19~8. Ph@t@gr~ph~ ®Xhibit@d wer@ 

' as.· follows: 

EUGENE SMITH MANSFIELD, 
Tu~calo@$l~ Slh\®l:rriff 9 ~ Offi@@ N@o1017 

HARRY Lo WILLIAMS, 
Birmirmglh\~m P@li®® D®p~rtm@rmt N©.128548 

LESLIE WILLIAMS, 
Birmiimgham P~lic® D@p~rtmermt No.81011 

CLARENCE E. JDljJNJJ!E~ 9 JR o , 

J@ff@r~@~ C@~~ty Slh\@riff 9 ~ Offi©@ 
P.hot@graplb! 9 J1!J!ITll® 3, JJ,9160 

JAKES Allilr(OJN ntNJIEL~ 11 
Sheriff'~ Offi~@, Birmi~glh\~m9 

Alab~np N@ 0 961~2 

THOMctS ALBERT TARRANTS, 
FBI N@.151-158 , 

SALA VAOORE F ARll'.NO 9 
BirmilDlgb£m P@l:li.@e,D@pi:ID.rtm@rmt 
No.130581. 
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-■ 

:SH 44-1140 

-

CUSTOMERS AT AEROMARINE SUPPLY COMPANY, 
,JBIR1\[!!:NGHAM 9 DURING PERTINENT PERIODv 3/29-30/EUL 

·Although there were numerous "casb.n sales to 
customers by this firm during the above pertinent period, 
there were also numerous tickets made out to the name of 
the individual customer even though cash was involvedo 
All invoices were obtained and each customer was contacted 
for any information concerning the individual who had. 
purchased the rifles during the two days. involvedo With 
the exception of those witnesses whose interviews are set 
forth under that portion of this report dealing•with the 
purchase of the murder weapon, the other contacts proved 
negative and the names of those individuals are recorded 
in the Birmingham file. 
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