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Fellow Prisoner~ DONALD DEAN RIGGER 

AT MOBERLY, MISSOURI 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA WILLIAM R. DUNCAN on April 26, 19680 

Inmate DONALD DEAN RIGGER, Number 03959, Missouri 
Training School for Men, Moberly, Missouri, advised that he 
had been convicted in December of 1951, and had been an 
inmate at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, 
Missouri, from December, 1951, through August of 1967. 
While there, he worked in the kitchen at the Penitentiary 
with RAY. RIGGER stated that no one was really friendly 
with RAY. 

RIGGER stated that prior to his apprehension he 
had jumped bond and had been in Salpillo Coahuila~ Mexico. 
Following his apprehension, he received mail from: Mexico. 
RAY was aware of this and asked questions of him concerning 
the economy in Mexico. He indicated particular interest in 
the Mexican Army structure. RIGGER explained it was generally 
understood by inmates that if they could get into the Mexican 
Army they could effectively lose their identities. 

RIGGER stated that in his estimation the person who 
was most closely associated with RAY was inmate DONALD JOHNSON, 
who, to the best of his knowledge, is currently employed in 
the bread room at the Missouri State Prison in Jefferson City, 
Missouri. 

RIGGER was unable to offer any suggestions as to the 
present whereabouts of subject. 
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FELLOW PRISONERS 

AT MOBERLY, MISSOURI 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA WILLIAM Re DUNCAN on April 25, 1968. 

JAMES R. RUSSELL, inmate, Missouri Training School 
for Men, Moberly, Missouri, advised he had been committed to 
the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, in 
November of 1965, and had remained confined there until 
January, 1966, when he was transferred to Moberly, Missouri. 
He was released in February, 1967, but went back to Jefferson 
City as a parole violator in June of that year. He was in 
the same cell with ROBERT POWELL, also known as BOB POWELL, 
from August, 1967, to January, 1968. 

RUSSELL stated he knew JAMES EARL RAY by reputation 
only, but did not know him personally. RUSSELL was in the 
prison kitchen at Jefferson City and also worked with POWELL. 
He said POWELL mentioned that RAY, because of his escape, was 
the cause of prison officials cutting down the size of the 
boxes used to hold bread from the main kitchen. It was his 
belief that POWELL was released in February, 1968, and was 
thereafter employed by the American Car Company in St. Louis. 
To his understanding, POWELL is now in the Los Angeles area. 
He was of the opinion that POWELL's sister, FRANKIE, who is 
a student at Farmington, Missouri, High School, might be 
aware of POWELL 9 s current residence. 

RUSSELL stated he recalled a Negro penitentiary guard 
named BILLY BOB TURNER, but stated he had never heard anyone 
say that TURNER should be dead. 
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RE: FELLOW PRISONER - JOHN PAUL VELANTI 

The following investigation was conducted at St. 
Louis, Missouri, by SAs CLETIS B. BIDEWELL and WILLIAM H. 
WARFIEID on May 3, 1968: 

OPAL HIGHLEY, owner of the property 1630 through 
1636 South 18th Street, advised that one JOHNNY VELANTI re­
sides in an upstairs apartment at 1630 South 18th. He has 
resided· there for approximately eight or nine months and is 
employed as a radio broadcaster at the Lady of the Snows FM 
Radio Station, WMRY, Belleville, Illinois. She advised that 
VELANTI worked from about 11:00 a.m. until sometime around 
8:00 p.m. but frequently did not return home until around 
midnight. 

Efforts to interview VELANTI on that date were nega­
tive. Appointment was made with VELANTI for an interview 
on the morning of May 4, 1968, at the St. Louis FBI Office. 
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JOHN PAUL VELANTI, 1632 South 18th Street, St. Louis, 
Missouri, was interviewed at the-St. Louis Office of the FBI 
and furnished the following inf6rmation: 

He viewed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY as depicted 
on Wanted Flyer #442-A dated April 19, 1968. He advised that 
none of these photographs resembled RAY as he recalls him. 
He advised that the picture of RAY in the bow tie particularly 
does not resemble him. He viewed a photograph of RAY taken 
by the St. Louis Police Department October 10, 1959, and stated 
this is a very good likeness of RAY as he recalls him. 

He advised that as a result of his employment as 
a radio announcer he has frequently broadcast news releases 
regarding RAY but failed to recognize RAY as a fellow inmate 
at the Missouri State Penitentiary until viewing his photo­
graph in a newspaper. 

He described RAY as a quiet type who was seldom 
noticed. RAY did not gamble, play sports, or do anything 
to attract attention to himself while at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary. He does not recall having ever spoken with 
RAY or having been in the same dormitory as RAY. However, 
he does-recall RAY's face from having seen him at the peni­
tentiary. He advised that RAY's escape attempts attracted 
no attention to RAY inasmuch as there were frequent such at­
tempts by numerous inmates. 

VELANTI advised that he was in the Missouri State 
Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, from February 13, 
1960, to December 19, 1964, at which time he was transferred 

· to the Moberly Minimum Security Prison at Moberly, Missouri. 
In December, 1966, he was transferred to the honor camp at 
Fordland, Missouri. He was released on parole March 21, 1967. 
He was sentenced to the Missouri State Penitentiary February 
11, 1959, to serve a 20-year sentence for armed robbery. 

While in the Missouri State Penitentiary VELANTI 
advised that at one time or another he lived in all of the 
halls. However, he does not believe he was ever housed in 
the same hall as RAY. 

-

On _5_-_4_-_6_8 ___ at _S_t-'-. _.:;...L_o_u~i_s_.,_M_i_s_s_o_u_r_i ___ F- i le 'fl -=S=L'--"'4..;;;4_-..;..7..;..7..;;;.5 _____ _ 

SA.WILLIAM H. WARFIELD 
by SA CLETIS B. BIDEWELL WHW:amb 5-4-68 

Date dictated ---------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It (s the property of the FBI .and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to. be distributed outside your agency. 
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Whil~ at the Missour~ State Penitentiary he never 
heard of money being offered for the death of Dr. MARTlN LUTHER 
KING or anyone else. He advised that it was common knowledge 
that anyone could "pick, up a few bt;1eks by killing guys like 
that." He suggested that organizations such as the Ku Klux 
Klan or other southe~n organi~ations commonly referred to 
as the Klan resisting the present integration movement might 
pay for the death of KING or other Negro lea4ers. 

VELANTI recalls that ORVILLE GANN, also known as 
PAPPY, whopresently resides at th~ Dismas House, St. Louis, 
Missouri, lived in 1&G Hall at the Missouri State Penitentiary 
with RAY. VELANTI believes that he bas seen GANN speaking 
with RAY at the penitentiary. VELANTI has not seen GANN since 
he was released but has heard that GANN was released from 
the penitentiary approximately one month a~o. He recalls 
JOHNNY JOHNSON, FRAN{< MAYBERRY, ~ENNY HURT, and NONEY EDEN 
as fellow inmates at the Missouri State Penitentiary. He 
believes : : ·. the true name of NONEY EDEN to be JAMES EDEN. 
He explained- that EPEN is tongue-tied and was ni9knamed NONEY 
for his inability to pronounce bolcgna. 1 ;He ii; unaware of 
EDEN's present whereabouts. 

VELANTI adviseq that the name COOLEY (phonetic) 
and Cooley's Organization have no meaning to him. He advised 
that COOLEY may apply to~ Negro inmate at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary whose true identity is unknown to htm. 

The following desc~iption and background informa­
tion was obtained tnrough observation and int~rview: 

Name 
Address 

Employment 

Date o:f birth 
Place of birth 
Height 
Weigbt 
Hair 
Eyes 

JOaN PAUL VELANTI 
16~2 South 18th Street, St. 

Louis, Missouri 
Announcer at WMRY, FM, 9500 

West Route 460, Belleville, 
Tl 1 i nois 

Portsmouth, Virgini~ 
5 '9" 
180 
Black, slightly receding 
Brown 
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Tattoos 

Admitted convic­
tions 

Military service 

Raatives 

Education 

Religion 

• 

Butterfly and snake on left 
outer forearm; 

"Bayou Kid" and alligator riding 
~ pig on right outer forearm 

1949, sentenced to five years 
Louisiana State Penitentiary, 

rburglary, served three years 
'and five months; 

1956 to 1957, u. S. Penitentiary, 
Leavenworth, Kansas, imper­
sonating a Federal Agent; 

February 11, 1959, sentenced 
to 20 years Missouri State 
Penitentiary, Jefferson City, 
Missouri, armed robbery; 

Served at Missouri State Peni­
tentiary February 13, 1960, 
to December, 1964; December, 
1964, to December, 1966, at 
Moberly, Missouri; December, 
1966, to March 21, 1967, honor 
camp at Fordland, Missouri, 
parole officer - Mr, HICKMAN, 
1500 Big Bend, Richmond Heights 

U.S. Army, 1952 to 1959, Serial 
Number RA 18 426 869 

Brother, ANTHONY VELANTI, age 
45, unknown address, New Orleans, 
Louisiana. Advises he has 
numerous brothers and sisters 
who are unknown to him due 
to the fact that he was reared 
by foster parents; 

Foster father, ROBERT DUTTON 
JACKSON, Delt~ville, Virginia, 
deceased; 

Foster mother, LAVRA JACKSON, 
nee DANIEL, Deltaville, Virginia 

Public schools at Deltaville, 
Virginia 

Catholic. 
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PRlSON ASSOCIATES OF 
JAMES EARL RAY 

The following investigation was ~onducted by IC JOHN 
D., DYER, JR.: 

On April 30, 1968, a review of the records at the 
Metropolitan St. Louis Police Dep~rtment, St. Louis, Missouri, 
disclosed RAY EUGENE WARREN, St. Lquis Police Department #70871, 
was arrested on August 5, 1954, for robbery and was sentenced 
on November 9, 1954 to serve 20 years in the Missouri State 
Penitentiary and was subsequently sentenced on February 10, 
1955, to serve.an additional 10 years in the Mlssouri State 
penitentiary. 

The records of the Metropolitan St. Louis Police 
Department contained the following descriptive and backgrou~d 
data concerning WARREN: 

Sex 
Race 
Date of 1:)irth 
Place of birth 
Height 

Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Build 
Complexion 
Tattoos 

Male 
White 

Palmer, Missouri 
Five feet, seven and one 

half"inch'.es 
152 
Brown 
Blue 
Medium 
Ruddy 
LOVE on fingers of right 

hand; RAY on fingers 
of left hand; chain 
around right wrist; 
flowers on top of left 
hand; numerous undescribed 
tattoos on both arms 
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FBI No. 
Marital status 
Occupation 
Address 

Relatives 

21954JB 
:Single 
Laborer 
(August, 1954) Rural 

Route #3, Box 424, 
Fl~rissant, Missouri 

Parents: SCOT'lI' and 
THEIMA WARMN, Florissant, 
Missouri; 

Sisters: (addresses not 
sh©wn) IMOGENE TALLENT; 
BETTY WARREN; BARBARA 
WARREN; GERAWXNE WARREN; 
SHARON WARREN; 

Brothers: (addresses not 
shown) SCOTT WARREN; 
HAROLD WARREN; PAUL 
WARREN; KENNY WARREN; 
FREDDIE WARREN; DELBERT 
WARREN; CHRIST WARREN 

On April 30, 1968, Mrs. CHARLOTTE JBJEINTZ, Supervisor 
of Files, Comm.ercial Credit Rating Company, St. Louis, Missouri, 
made available the file concerning one RAYE. WARREN, no age 
shown, known to that agency from September, 1964 to December 1 

1967, last known to resid~ at 2923 (2423) Barrett, St. L~uis, 
Missouri, and last known to loo employ~d as mn Assembler with 
the National Vendors, St. JLouis, Missouri, in July, 1966. This 
file indicated WARREN maintained a favorable cr~dit rating 
and f~iled to disclose any derogatory information. 

--,,--
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JAMES DAVID DAILEY 
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AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

RE: 
j 

RAY ASSOCIATES 
J. D. DAILEY 

On April 19, 1968, Officer RONALD BOCKENKAMP, 
Intelligence Unit, St. Louis Police Department, advised 
SA ROBERT L. BENDER that he had been acquainted with JAMES 
EARL RAY when RAY had been in St. Louis prior to his conviction 
for the armed robbe~y of a Kroger store in 1959. He stated 
further that one J. D. DAILEY, St. Louis Police Department 
number 68254, was also acquainted with RAY and in his estima­
tion was the type of person who would offer RAY a place to 
stay, money, or whaiever he might need to avoid apprehension. 
He described DAILEY as· a gambler who formerly operated the 
Halfway Cafe on Jefferson Avenue in St. Louis, Missouri, and 
who during the middle of March 1968 moved to Portageville, 
Missouri, where he currently operates a bus stop rest~urant 
under the name of LA.FONTE. This restaurant is located on 
Highway 61 just outside of Portageville. 
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RAY Associate: J. D. DAILEY 

AT ST., LOUIS, MISSOURI 

On April 20, 1968, Sergeant EDWARD SCHAFF, Intelligence 
Unit, St. Louis, Missouri, Police Department, advised SA EDMUND 
C. WELTON that at approximately 1 AM on that date he had received 
a telephone call at his residence from an attorney friend in 
St. Louis, whose name he would not disclose under any circumstances 
and who had told him that, in h.is opinion, .JAMES EARL RAY might be 
hid out by an ex-convict .named J. D. DA!.LEY on a farm owned by 
DAILEY near either Portageville or Wa;~ell, Missouri • 

._,/' 
. / 

SCHAFF stated'the attorney indicated that JAMES EARL 
RAY in September, 1967, had bee/n/hid out by J. Do DAILEY at 
the Hathaway House,. 1549 Sout,}l',Jefferson., St. Louis, which was 
formerly owned by DAILEY. T~e attorney had indicated he had 
been contacted in September{ 1967, by DAILEY, and offered 
$1,500 if he could square )the escape of RAY from the Missouri 
State Penitentiary. He had d.eclined to do so, and had indicated 
he wanted nothing to do with the matter. The attorney had 
emphasized that his identity should not be brought into this 
case in any manner. Sergeant SCHAFF stated the attorney felt 
if DAILEY had anything to do with the subject he might hide 
him on his farm near Portageville or Wardell, Missouri. 

/13 
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RAY Associate: Jo Do DAILEY 

AT ST. lOUIS, MISSOURI 

Sergeant EDWARD SCHAFF, Intelligence Unit, St. Louis, 
Missouri, Police Department, was telephonically contacted by 
SA ROBERT L. BENDER, on April 20, 1968 0 

Sergeant SCHAFF advised he had been in contact with 
an informant, identified only as an elderly attorney 
acquaintance known to Sergeant SCHAFF for over twenty-two years. 
He stated this attorney had indicated that JAMES EARL RAY was 
well acquainted with Jo D. DAILEY, who is now residing in the 
area of Portageville, Missouri. Sergeant SCHAFF stated that 
he could not, and would not, under any circumstances reveal 
the identity of the attorney with whom he was in contact. 

He stated that attorney indicated there was a good 
possibility that if RAY were in the State of Missouri, he 
could be hiding out on DAILEY 9 s farm, which he felt was located 
in the vicinity of New Madrid or Kennett, Missouri. 

Sergeant SCHAFF stated the attorney had called him 
at approximately 11 PM on the night of April 19, 1968, and 
had indicated that, although he did not know positively, he 
thoughtRAY could be hiding out on DAILEYvs farm. SCHAFF 
emphasized that this was only a "connection" between RAY and 
DAILEY, and that his source, the attorney, did not know 
positively that RAY was on the DAILEY farm. He stated the 
attorney is well acquainted with DAILEY but has not talked 
to him in over a year and does not know RAY very well. The 
attorney is definitely not in touch with subject RAY. 

Sergeant SCHAFF stated he had given the:FBI every 
bit of information he has learned from his lawyer source, 
and that he would exclusively provide this office with any 
additional information coming to his attention which might 
possibly be developed pertaining to this case. He stated he 
had provided the Chief of the St. Louis Police Department with 
the same information but no other individual. He has not told 
anyone the identity of his attorney informant and would decline 
to divulge such identity to the Chief of the Department. 
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AT ST. LOUIS 2 MISSOURI 

Re: ALLEGED ASSOCIATION OF JAMES Do DAILEY 
AND JAKES EARL RAY 

On April 23 9 1968 9 Detective Sergeant EDWARD SCHAAF, 
Intelligence Unit, St. Louis Police Department 9 was int~rviewed 
by SA SPURGEON Jo PETERSON and SA ROBERT L .. BENDERo 

Detective SCHAAF advised that he could provide no 
additional information which would place JAMES EARL RAY and 
JAMES DAILEY togethero He said he had no other information 
which might be more specific with r~gard to any farm property 
that DAILEY might have in the P©rtageville area. He said 
that his source of information had indicated to him that 
there were two persons who might lbJ.aine additional information 
regarding DAILEY and any farm prop~rty that DAJILEY owned, and 
th<e:se JPl®HO>JP>l<e wer,B) tlbl.e man wh@ run~ the slrMi>® !':epair ISliYrwJP 
l©cated next door to th~ JBialfway Caf~ on Jeif fieJ1.-:slOn aroid also 
VIRGIL DENTON who operat@:s D~nton 9 s Bar 9 which i~ al:so in 
that blocko Detective SCJBtAAF ~aid that any type of informa= 
tiolil\ which came to his ili!.tt®ntiolil\ wouJl(d[ be illl1lmedliat~ly providred 
t© the St. Louis FBI Offic~o ~very effort will be made t© 
help in the inveistigatiml!. o.f RAY. 
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AT ST e LOUIS, ~/ilSS,OUR! 

Re: ALLEGED ASSOCIATION OF JAMES D. DAILEY 
AND JAMiS ~A'aL R.AY 

Police Off;i.cer RON BOCKENKAMPi Intelligenc~ Unit, 
St. Louis Pol:,l,ce Dflpar•tin•ent, adv:i,sed SA ROBERT Le BENDER and 
SA SPURGEON J. PETERSON on April 23, l968, that at tne time of 
JAMES EARL RAY's e~cape trom the State P~nitentiary at Jefferson 
City, Missouri, he w~s assigned to tb~ Third District, St. Louis 
Police Department (SLPD). This district ~overed the area 
surrounding ~Jefferson and Park Streets ;i.n St. Louis, the area 
which RAY was known to frequent. 

On learni~g o~ R4Y's esGape, BOCKENKAMP statect he 
contacted a source of ipformatio~ tbat be thougbt might have 
some information ;aoout RAY. This source told him that 19RAY 
h:a.d been in town for approximately a w~ekn and JAMl!JS DAVID 
lllAILEY had been putting h;lm up and b.aQ hid h:lm out in the base­
ment of the H~.lfw:ay Cafe locat~d on Jefferson. 

As a result of t;his inforiT1ation, he (BOCKENKAMP) went 
to the Halfway Ca.:E:e, wnel'."a :he :made a search for RAY but did not 
locate hi:m. Detective BOCKENKAlV!l? feels tha.t unquestionably 
the inf~".lil~matio:n !rom hi.~ confidential sou:riee wa~ aocurate. 
Detective BOtD~fKAMP further stated tb,~t hi$ source of infor­
:matio, knew hotn J,AMES DAILEY ar ... d RAY and told him that he 
(the source) knew froni personal ktiowledge that RAY bad beeri 
put up by DAILEY. 

BOCKENKAMP stated that this source of information was 
the :same p•erson who provi.,,,d~d ht:m ~,d +:h the in:fo~ma.tion which led 
to t:tie app;rehension of'fflQMAS BEE,CH'UM C:.tn1.:ws 1 who h:a.d also been 
harbored by DAILEY at -~4Alb J:!.:;...t,~ wuy ..,iai,.!,,:;';. CREWS is a ve'Y.'Y close 
p,cjrsonal friend of DAILEY an~ h:ad ma.die his escape from the 
penitientiary at Jefferson City after MY ;had made his esctiJlpe. 
DAILEY subsequently ad:mitted to him (BOCB-:ENitAl\U?) that he had 
hid CREWS out, had gi veP, bi:in mon€ly, fed ht:m, and denied CREWS' 
request that ;he obtain hi:m a gun. BOCKENKI\MP said that his 
confidential sou,rce, wbose identity be ¢4ec.l;ined to make known, 
was a co:mpletely trt'e$ponsible local citizen who ju.st happened 
to know some of tbe p~~~oµs ~n the area ot Jefferson, Park and 
Lafayette Streets. BOCKE!iKAM:P said that he wou).d be willing 
to confront DAILEY with the above i:o,formation if it would be 
of assistance to the FBI in their investtgation in instant 
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matter. He also advised that he would be glad to recontact 
this source in an effort to determine the identity of any per­
sons ·who might have personal knowledge of any assoc:i,ation 
between JAMES EARL RAY a.nd JAMES DAVID DAILEY. BOCKENKAMP 
s~id that both CREWS and DAILEY were boyhood friends, both 
c0J11:ing from th,q, 111" .,,.,rllell 1 Mi.P>souri area, and it wal:;l ver,y 
p:itobable tha1·'ffl:OMAS BEECHUM .;REWS and JAMES EARL RAY served 
time together ,.,.,., .,~ .. ""' 1;,1;..::;dvuri State Penitentiary, and RAY rmay 
have learned of DAlLEY in St. Louis through CREWS, and in 
this way came to DAILEY for assistance after his escape. 

BOCKENKAMP also stated that perhaps some investiga­
tion at the penitentiary at Jefferson City could throw soine 
light on who may have assisted RAY in his escape and also 
determine the drivfr of t]le truck that RAY hid in when he 
made his escape. He stated that he 'thought possibly a. St. 
Louis Police charact"')r, RICH PF.NO, was the driver of that 
truck and RENO is probably outaf the penitentiary and back 
in St. Louis at this time. 

BOCKENKAMP said that DAILEY had openly admitted to 
him and to Detective JOHN SIEBANMAN of tbe Intelligence Unit 
thr· t he had on various occasions taken whisky, cigarettes and 
money to the area of the honor farm at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary and would throw these off on the side of the 
road s.::::, t)l,Jat the convicts could pick them up and take them 
back into the penitentiary. DAIX~EY corresponds with CREWS 
in the penitentiary and visistied bim OlQ, num~rous occasions. 

Office.r BOCKENKAMP enrohasized that he has not and 
does r4ot sa,y fx•om any knowledge"" that he has that JAMES EARL 
RAY ,:1,nd JAMES DAVID DAIJGEY were :friends or even close or 
that they kn~w each other prior to RAY'S escape, but he does 
say that SOJ!lle information received by him, which he feels is 
r,eliable, indicates DAILEY did 1rut RAY up when he escaped, 
and ·when he {DAILEY) denies that h\t:1 knows RAY he ;is a 11 liar11 • 
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On 

l Date _..,,.A=p=-r-=j-=1--=2...a:4'""',--=1=9...;::;6=8 __ 

JAMES D. DAILEY, residing at 402 West 9th Street, 
Portageville, :Missouri, was interviewed ~this place of 
business, La.Fonts Cafe, Portageville, Missouri. 

He was advised of the identities of SAs DOUGLAS 
ROSENBERGER and WILLIAM R, BURTON and the purpose of the 
interview. 

DAILEY stated that up until about three to four 
weeks ago he had owned and operated a :restaurant-cafe known 
as the Half Way House at 1549 South .Jefferson Street, St. Louis, 
Missouri, and was residing at 2708 St. Vincent, also St. 
Louis, Missouri. 

DAILEY stated that he c·arinot recall the name JAivll~S 
EARL RAY or ERIC STARVO GALT or any of the other names as 
furnished to him by the interviewing agents. 

DAILEY stated that within the past several days 
he has looked at a picture of GALT which was in the Memphis, 
Tennessee, newspapers and he did not recognize it as anyone 
he has ever known or ever seen. 

DAILEY was advised by the interviewing agents of the 
fugitive status of JAMES EARL RAY and at this time was also 
advised of the provisions of the F'ederal harboring statute. 

DAILEY at this time reiterated that he does not know 
JAMES EARL RAY or anyone of a similar name or description. 

4/19/68 at Portageville, Missouri 

SA WILLIAM R. BURTON 

F-ile # SL 44-7?5 

by ___ S_A_D_O_u_·G_L_A_S_R_O_S_E_N_B_E_R_G_ER ______ D_R_/_l_e_l'._1 __ oate dictated __ 4_/_2_3_/_6_8 __ _ 

Thie document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It ts the property of the F'BI .and is loaned to 
your agency; lt and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, 
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Date __ A_.p,_r_1_·i_1~2_2...r..,_1_9_6_8 __ 

1. 

JAMES D. DAILEY, 402 W. Ninth 'Street, Portageville, 
Missouri, was interviewed at his place of business, La Font 
Cafe, Portageville. He was advised of the identities of 
Special Agents CLETIS B. BIDEWELL and EDWARD M. MORELAND, 
and the purpose of the interview. 

DAILEY stated he was unable to identify a photograph 
of JAMES EARL RAY, St. Louis Police Department number 81071, 
as any person he has ever known or has ever seen. He displayed 
a cooperative attitude and related that the oniy escapee from 
the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, with 
whom he has ever come into contact is one THOMAS B. CREWS, white 
male, age 39, who escaped in September, 1967. CREWS and DAILEY 
were childhood friends from southeast Missouri, and after his 
escape, CREWS came to DAILEY for assistance. At this time, 
September, 1967, DAILEY•s operating the Half Way House Cafe 
on South Jefferson in St. Louis, Missouri~ 

DAILEY, who knew CREWS to be an escapee, gave him 
$100 knowing he would probably use it to try to go to ',Cl:licago, 
Illinois, but he, DAILEY, advised against it. In conversation 
with CREWS he tried to convince him to turn himself in to the 
authorities. CREWS eventually went to a brother's house in 
St. Louis and was later apprehended by the St. Louis Police 
Department. 

DAILEY related that HOMER TOWNSLEY, a St. Louis bondsman 
and former tavern operator was aware of his helping CREWS and he, 
DAILEY, strongly suspects that TOWNSLEY, ·who is also an info;rmant 
of the St. Louis Police Department, particularly the Intelligence 
Unit, probably told them that he, DAILEY, had ha~bored an escapee 
from the Missouri Penitentiary a~d that this escapee was RAY. 
DAILEY also stated TOWNSLEY would probably try to get him in 
trouble because in the past he and TOWNSLEY had a violent dis­
agreement over a "joint fleecing" tbey had been conducting on 
a victim, a retired U. s. Army Major, PAUL (last name unknown), 
Alton, Illinois, which amounted to thousands of dollars. 

This disagreement resulted in TOWNSLEY hiring a small 
time hoodlum, JUNIOR CONWAY of Salem, Missouri, to smash windows 
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in DAILEY's business place numerou~ ,times and CONWAY later 
administered to him a severe physical beating in December, 
1965, which resulted in DAILEY receiving a fractured jaw. 
DAILEY stated all of this is a matter of record with the 
St. Louis Police Department. 

DAILEY in February, 1966, retaliated by shooting 
CONWAY a number of times which shooting permanently paralyzed 
CONWAY in his lower limbso . 

DAILEY emphasized he has never owned, leased, or 
operated any farm in southeast Misso~ri, or any other place, 
and further has never or at the present time have access to 
a farm through any other source. 

DAILEY stated his wife and two children are currently 
engaged in operating his cafe at Portageville. 

DAILEY stated he cannot imagine any situation in 
which RAY would contact him~ but in the event any such contact 
is m~de or he develops any information concerning him he would 
immediately contact the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
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RE: RAY ASSOCIATES (J. D. DAILEY) 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

The following investigation was conducted by SAs 
JACK A. FRENCH and ROBERT J. WILKISON on April 20, 1968: 

During the period 3:20 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. a very 
discreet surveillance of 2708 St. Vincent Avenue, St. Louis, 
Missouri, the previous residence of J. D. DAILEY, was conducted. 
This surveillance reflected that the residence in question 
bore a "for sal<➔" sign which instructed prospective buyers 
to contact Irene Wyatt Agency, 1703 Simpson, telephone PR 
2«•8245. 

At approximately 4:00 p.m. a physical surveillance 
of the Half-Way Cafe, 1549 South Jefferson, St. Louis, Missouri, 
reflected that it was vacant and all of the furniture and 
fixtures had been removed. 

At 4:12 p.m. a physical surveillance of 2708 St. 
Vincent reflected that the residence was occupied and a young 
teen-age male was observed in the window. 
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Re: JAMES DAVID DAILEY 
ALLEGED ACQUAINTANCE OF 
JAMES EARL RAY 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

• 

The current St. Louis telephone directo.ry listed the 
address for J. D. DAILEY as 2708 st. Vincent, St. Louis, and 
telephone number as TO 5-0449. 

An effort was made to call the above number and it 
was determined the number had been disconnected. 

Mr. and Mrs. JOSEPH B. HERRELL, 2708 St. Vincent, 
St. Louis, Missouri, on April 20, 1968, advised Special Agents 
JACK A. FRENCH and ROBERT J. WILKISON as follows: 

They moved to 2708 St. Vincent on Marcy 23, 1968, and 
the house was vacant at that time, Mr. HERRELL is employed at 
Concord Homes, Bridgeton, Missouri (suburb of St. Louis). 

They stated the former tenant was a man named DAILEY, 
who operated the Halfway House Cafe on Jefferson Street. When 
DAILEY moved, he left a black-colored German Shepherd dog at 
2708 St. Vincent. The ~ERRELLs took care of the dog for two or 
three weeks, at which time DAILEY's sister, Mrs. (first name 
unknown) JACKSON, picked up the dog and apparently took it 
to DAILEY, who reportedly lives somewhere in southern Missouri. 

They stated that mail addressed to DAILEY, sent to 
the Halfway House Cafe, was brought to their residence by an 
unknown youngster in the neighborhood a c<,>uple of weeks ago and 
they returned this mail to the Post Office about· a week ago 
to be returned to sender. 

Th~y stated they rented thi$ building from a real 
estate agent and never knew DAILEY. They said no one came 
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to 2708 St. Vincent looking for DAlLEY durini the time they have 
resided at that address. 

Visual observation of the Halfway House Cafe, 1549 
South Jefferson, St. Louis, Missouri, determined the store 
room at that location is now vacant. 
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Mrs. HAZEL TERRELL, Wardell, Missouri,· advised that 
she is the sister of J. D. DAILY who currently owns and operates 
a restaurant that he recently purchased in Portageville, Missouri. 

Mrs. TERRELi pointed out that in addition to J. D. 
DAILY being her brother she has two other sisters; namely, ADA 
GILES who formerly resided at 1812 North Washington Street, 
Chicago, Illinois, but who recently moved and can be contacted 
through her daughter, VITA NEWTON, telephone number .421-2853 
in Chicago, Illinois. Another sister LILLIAN JOHNSON resides 
at 2012 Sidney Street, St. Louis, Missouri. She pointed out 
that both parents are deceased. · 

She stated that their father, BARNEY DAILY was a ginner 
for a Mr. ACON's cotton, gin, Wardell, Missouri, and they never 
resides on or owned ;a 'farm. She stated that she has never known 
her brother, J. D. DAILY, to own, operate or lease a farm noting 
that most of his life has been spent in a tavern business in St~ 
Louis, Missouri. 

Mrs. TERRELL pointed out that she has never heard her 
brother speak of JAMES EARL RAY and she has never heard him men­
tion any persons acquainted with anyone allegedly connected with 

.the Doctor KING assassination. 

Mrso TERRELL pointed out that in evert.she should learn 
that Ja P~ DAILY has any personal knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY 
she would i~edia,tely contact the FBI. 

She also noted that she knew of no close friexm or 
associates of J. D. DAI~Y's who lived on a farm or owned a farm 
in this area. 

On 4/21/68 at Wardell, Missouri 
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SHELBY TERRELL, Wardell 0 Missouri, advised that he is 
the brother-i~-law of J. D. DAILY being·married to.J. Do's sister 
HAZEL. 

He stated that he haslm.own J. D. DAILY since 1946, 
although he has not closely associated with him because until 
about a month ago J. D. DAILY operated a tavern in the St. 
Louis area and only infrequently visited in Wardell 9 Missouri. 

_ .Mr. TERRELL stated that J. Do DAILY now operates a 
restaurant in Portageville, Missouri, and lives in that 'town 
having recently purchased this restaurant. 

He stated that he has never known J,. D. DA.ILY to own, 
ope1·ate 1 lease, rent or visit for any length of time ori a farm 
nor does he know of a~y o.f .J. :0. 's close friends who own farms • 

.Mr. TERRELL stated that he has never heard DAILY men­
tion JAMES EARL RAY nor has he talked about the assassination of 
Doctor KING. Mr. TERRELL noted that he has seen ·J. D. DAILY 
more frequently in the past month since DAILY owns a restaurant 
in Portageville than he has in the past fifteen years • 

.Mr. TERRELL noted that J. D., DAILY had three sisters; 
namely, HAZEL (SHELBY TERRELLvs wife) 9 ADA GILES of Chicago, 
Illinois, and LILLIAN JOHNSON of St. Louis, Missouri. 

Mr. TERRELL noted that in the event he hears any infor­
mation.at all that would indicate that J. D& DAILY had any contact 
with or any personal knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY he would immed~ 
iately notify the FBI. 
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RE: J 0 D. DAILEY - RELATIVES 
·- II" et-

On April 21, 1968, J 0 D~ DAILEY's sister, Mrso LILLIAN 
JOHNSON, 2012 Sidney Street, St. Louis, Missouri, telephone -
MOhawk 4-5273, was interviewed by Special Agents ROBERT L. BENDER 
and EARL Eo BROWN and furnished the following information: 

Father - BARNEY DAILEY; Died around 1959, age 
about sixty-six. At the time of death he lived in house (not 
f~rm) about one-fourth mile north of city limits of Wardell, 
Missourio Can be reached by turning right at a stoplight 
on Route 61, and then right again beyond D~nohoe's Store. 
This house was owned by BARNEY, and is now LXLLIAN'so 
It is rented to a. family nanaed STJrLL.. STXLL's wife is be= 
lieved to be a Federal employee. 

Mother - EVA (nee EDMUNSON) DAXLEY; Died about 
1938, age about forty-threeo At time of death lived in town 
of W1a1:rrdell, Missouri, two houses s:outh of house llilOW occcupied 
by LILLY GASKJrN (J., D.'s mother-in=law}. 

Children born to BARNEY ~nd EVA DAILEY: 

1., HAZEL (Mrs. SHELBY) TERRELL, about fifty, 
resides about three miles outside Wardell in house, but 
not on farm. SHELBY is unemployed; 

2. ADA (Mrs. A., D.) HORN, about forty-seven. 
They are divorced .. She resides at 1517 West Erie, 
Chicago, Illinois; 

3o LILLIAN (Mrs. WILLIAM R.) JOHNSON: forty­
three, housewife, 2012 Sidney, Sto LOUi~, Missouri. 
WILLIAM is a self-employed p~perhanger operating out 
of his residence; 

4. JAMES DAVID DAILEY, forty-o~e. Resides 
at 402 West Ninth, Portageville, Miasouri. Manages 
La.Fant Tavern on Hi.ghway 61. Rents the .houseo Wife 
is OONNIE (nes GASKINS). Has been in Portageville 
five or six weeks. Formerly had restaurant at 1539 
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South Jefferson, and owned hou6e at 2807 or 28ij8 St .. 
Vincent, both St. Louis, Mi~souri. House is now 
rented! to family, names unkn<0>wn, but who havie) currellll.t 
telephone~ 771-8281. Hou~e rented through White 
Re1a1.lty Company. 

Paternal relatives - BARNEY DAILEY: 

O>ne~half lbr<0>t.her, J JLM!DUE HlilLLEN., Age alb<0ut 
nin~ty, resides in Pas~(Q)la, Mi~sou~i 1 allll.d n<0w 
probably in a rest hom;e f©ir elderly; 

Full sist~r, RUTfl KING, single, sixty-three, 
resides at Memphis, Tenllll.essee. 

Maternal Jl''\elatives - EVA DAJILEY: 

Brother, LLOYD EIDMUNDS~N. 
~uthelt"forcl, Tennessee, and! now d~ado 
to Michigallll. and the Chicago area; 

Re~ided on a farm in 
Bis ©hildren migr~tedl 

Sister 1 ELSJIE (Mrs .. JLEON) BEJLJL, dle«::easedl. Sh..e 
h&d thre~ children; 

Cousin - COY BEJLJL, believ~d to have a furniture 
~~dl appliance stor~ in Rutherf~rd, Tenne§~ee. This i~ l©cated 
about ~ixty=five mile~ from Portageville, Missouri; 

Cousin= MAYMXE (1AST NAM~ UN~OWN) and CROClf{ETT 
BELL., both believed! t© still l:ilve Ollll. tne (O)ld farm (O)f LEON BELJL illll 
Rutherford, Tennessee. 

Mother, resides in Wardell, ~issouri. Thi~ is 
~llr~. LELJLY GASKJINS. 

LXLJLY GASKINS was married twice and is believed! to 
have Jhi.gi,@ a t(())tal of &bt!)ut eight children. The only on~s known 
to LJI1LlL1rAN JOUNSON are th~ f oll(Q)Wlllllg: 

I 1 
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OONNXE DAILEY, J. D.'s wife; 

PEWEE (Mrso EWELL A.) DE PRIEST; they reside outside 
Wal"dell, Missou:iri, .hear e9'JC'.he C@lollll.y. vv EWELL W©rks in & cotton 
giJl.l; 

TOOTSXE - She is married and lives on a farm abCOlut 
tw@ mileg outside Wardell; 

There is a br(O)t.h~r, ~SELL, last llll.ame believed to be 
GASKINS, but possibly a half=brothero Ee lives somewher~ in 
Xmiliallila .. 

She believes theJre may be seweral oither brCOlU:aers, 
sisters and/or half=brothers and .half=sisters livillll.g on farms 
in the Wardell areao 

BOMNXE DAILEY i~ closest to her si~ter, PEWEE, and 
her mot her • 

LILLIAN states she bas newer kllll.OWllll. JoDo or any of the 
DAXLEYs to OWD any farm propertyo Jo Doi~ not a bunter (Q)r 
out<dl©O.lr'sman,. .J" D., has m.ot attempted tio C«'mtact lL!lLJL.lAN over 
the curr$llll.t week=ellild, and she la~t saw him ~bout tw~ w~ek~ ago 
il!ll. Wardell. The only attorllll.ey she has .heard J. Do r~fe~ to i~ 
JIM RANKIN, who is llll.«:»W deado She ha~ nev~:r heaJrd J. D. refer to 
subject RAY, says she does llll.(O)t know subject RAY, and wa~ unable 
to idelilltify RA'f from photos appearing ({)llll. the Wanted F'lyer~. 

Mrs. JOHNSON ~ppeared to be straightforward and very 
cooperative, a1rui st~11,es s.he will cooperate in this m~,tter illll. 
the event she gets aIAy indication whatever her b~other is in 
any way involved with the subject RAY. 

I 
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RE: JAMES D. DAILEY 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
DOUGLAS ROSENBERGER: 

AT PORTAGEVILLE, MISSOURI 

On April 21, 1968, the following· persons residing­
in the vicinity of DAILEY's residence at 402 West 9th Street, 
Portageville, Missouri, stated they have never known DAILEY 
to own, lease, or sharecrop any farms or property in the 
area and they know of nothing that would identify DAILEY with 
subject, JAMES EARL RAY: 

. ' 
L.C.- KEITH, 
Rural mail carrier; 

PECK BOON, , 
Clerk, 
United States Post Office 

Mrs. A.C~ DACRES; 

On A~ril 20, 1968, the- following business establish­
ments all adjacent t'o DAILEY's place of business, LaForits Cafe, 
advised they are only slightly acquainted with DAILEY as the 
operator of La.Fonts Cafe for about the past three and one half 
to four. weeks, that they know he rents a residence wi.thiu the 
city limits of Portageville, Missouri, and they have never 
known him to own or lease any farms in the area: 

OLIVER DALE, 
Shell Service Station; 

J.B. RAYE, 
Phillips 66 Station; 

JOE MC CRA'rE, 
Inter1:1at ional Harvester Company .. ·. 

On April 19, 1968, GENE LA FONT, owner of the 
Sinclair Oil Company and La.Fonts Building, Junction Highway 61 
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and 162, furnished the following information relative to DAILEY. 

He stated that J.D. DAILEY came to his station a~out 
five weeks ago relating that he had heard an advertisement 
on the local radio concerning LaFont's Cafe being for lease 
or rent. 

He stated DAILEY's wife and son and daughter were 
along with him, that DAILEY mentioned having lived ~t Wardell, 
Missouri, at one time, that he wanted to return to the Boot 
Heel area of Missouri and for about the past six or eight 
years had been engaged i:n the restaurant business in St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

He stated that they talked at length concerning the 
rental agreement for the restaurant and that about three weeks 
~go, :after making a final agreement, DAlLEY opened and has 
since that time operated the restaurant. He stated there are 
no living qy.arters. in the building where the cafe, bus. stop 
and Sinclair ·gas station are. located .. He stated that DAILEY 
rents .a residence at 402 West 9th Street in Portageville, 
Missouri, and is driving a 1968 Chevrolet Impala, brown with 
a black.vinyl top • 

. . He stated that in addition to DAILEY and DAILEY's 
wife, that his son, ag·e approximately 12 years, and a daughter 
about 16 or 17, help him in the restaurant along with one 
full time waitress, LUTE.MAE ARNOLD. 

LA FONT stated that he has noticed nothing unusual 
about l,l~ILEY, that he hasroticed no strangers being in contact 
with DAILEY, and that he, LA FONT, has seen no one that he 
could identify With.the subject, JAMES -EARL RAYe 

LA FONT stated that DAILEY would have acces$ to the 
following phon~ . 

I • 

Restaurant phone 379-9577 
LaFont's SinQ~air station 379-3502 and 379-9594 

(pay phone) 
DAILEY's residence on West 9th Street, 379-3136 

/90 
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·on April 20, 1968, LUTE MAE ARNOLD advised that she 
is a full time waitress employed by J.D. DAILEY at LaFont's 
Cafe, that she has noticed nothing unusu~l since he took over 
operation of the cafe about three andone half to four weeks ago, 
and that she knows of nothing concerning subject, JAMES EARL RAY 
and any poe:i.ble connection with DAILEY. 

On April 21, 1968, the following individuals residing 
on Highway 162, running east and west from Portageville, 
Missouri, advised they could furnish no information relative 
to J.D. DAILEY owning, renting or leasing any farm property in 
the area :por do they have any information relative to JAMES 
EARL RAY: 

CHESTER HICKS; 
MAX HOLLOMAN; . 
A. B. WRA'rHER; 
DE WITT MICKELS; 
A. J. ROGERS; 
DAVID BRASWELL; 
L.G. LA FONT; 
W.R. LATTA; 
R,.JL HOUSE; 
J.Mo RICHARDSON; 
A~Pe MOORE; 
JOHN GLASTETTER; 
BOB BARRETT; 
C,.J. KENNON; 
S.F .. LUKER; 
RUBE SUTTON; 
BURL ELLSWORTH; 
BOB GEE; 
W.H. FORREST; 
TOM GRIBBLE; 
R. BEI~L 

! '.1, • ' : 

•·.On• April 22 ,' 1968, J.C. RA .. 'l\TSBURG, New Madrid County, 
Missouri, ASC Agent, advised a review of his records failed 
to reflect any PJ;"O:perty- :listed in the nime of. JA~ES D. DAILEY. 

• ~ j' ' : ',r ' 

. .On April 22, 1968, the .following o:fficials of New 
Madrid County, Missouri, advised their records fail to list 
the name of JAMES D. nAILEY as being the owner or leasee of 
any property in New Madrid County, Missouri: 

191 
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Recorder, GEORGE BOONE; 
Assessor, PRESTON UTTERBACH; 

During the period April 20-22, 1968, the following 
officers stated they have no information to indicate that 
JAMES D. DAILEY owris, rents or sharecrops any property in 
the New Madrid County, Missouri, area nor do they have any 
information relative to JAMES EARL RAY havi.ng any contacts 
or relatives within that area: 

Chief of Police JOE. MOORE; 
Portageville, Missouri 

Chief of Police FRITZ MC KAY 
Hayti, Missouri 

! ' 

Trooper w. C ~· C'Ul\iMINS, 
Missouri State Highway Patrol, 
:ij~yti,, Missoari 

i' ' · ,''\' . ' ' ,. I 

Chief of Police JOHNNY MARTIN, 
LilQourn, Mi~souri 

I -, 1" \ ' ~ I -~ , , 

Chief Of Police WILLIS WINGO, 
Gideon, Missouri 

- ' \ ,, J l I < 

Deputy-Sheriff VIRGIL DEES, 
New.Madrid County, Missouri 

, (' ,-, I , ',' . ~, 

Sherif:f CLYDE ORTON' 
Pemiscot County, Missouri 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA EDWARD 
M. MORELAND and SA PATRICK W. BRADLEY: 

AT WARDEL~,. ~ISSOUR~ 

On April 20, 1968, Mr. WILLIAM RAY, Post Office clerk, 
identified himself as a childhood. friend of J 0 Do DAILY~ He 
said DAILY was ~orn and raised in the Wardell, Missouri, area 
and left this area and went to St. Louis, Missouri, where he 
remained for over ten years. Sometime in March or April, 1968, 
J~ Do DAILY returned to this general area and is now operating 
a restaurant in Portageville, Missouri. Mr. BAY stated that 
he has never kn<0>wn J. D. DAILY to own or operate any farm i.n 
this area. Mr. RAY also noted that he is not related to JAMES 
EARL RAY and said he has no relatives who are acquainted with 
the subject. 

BENNY HOGA~ who reside~ north of Wardell, Missouri, 
stated ~e is vaguely acquainted with J. D. DAILY and has been 
advised by various persons who reside in this .area that J. D. 
DAILY w~s borlrl). and 1•~:ised in the Wardell area. Mr. HOGAN said 
about tlree W®.e.k&S! ago J. D. DA:U:.i1Y bought a :r'e:stauriull.t at Port­
ageville, Missouri, and is operia,ting this restaurant with his 
wi.fe. Mr. HOGAN said J. D. DAILY has never owned or ope,r,ated 
any farm in this area and since his return to Portageville, 
Missouri, resid~s in·a house in. that city. 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA EDWARD 
M. MORELAND and SA PATRICK W. BRADLEY: 

AT WARDELL, MISSOURI 

.On April 21, 1968, Mr. GLENN PETERSON and .Mr. O. H.-ACON 
stated that they have known J. D. DAILY since his childhood arid~ 
explained that he was born and raised in the Wardell, Missouri, 
area. DAILY's father was employed by these persons as a cotton 
gin operator. They said to the best of their knowledge J. D. DAILY 
has never owned or operated a farm in this area. They commented 
that they owned more than 50,000 acres and a number of cotten gins 
and are familiar with the persons who are employed in the farming 
business in this county. They were unable to furnish any information 
concerning JAMES RAY. 

They noted that J. D. DAILY left the Wardell area and 
was in some type of business in St. Louis for many years just re­
cently returning to Portageville, Missouri, and is currently 
operating a restaurant in that town. They have never known of 
any of J. D. PAILY's family (whose father's- name was BARNEY DAILY) 
to own a farm in tnis area. _They noted that J~ D. DAILY's sister, 
HAZEL, is currently married to SaELBY TERRELL who resides on the 
outskirts ,of Wardell just off Route A. Neither Mr. ACON nor Mr. 
PETERSON could furnish the current location of :a:ny other of J. D. 
DAILY's ralatives noti:n.g that his parents are deceased. 

l 

I 
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The follqwing investiJation was conducted by SA PATRICK 
W. BRADLEY and SA EDWARD M. MO~lAND: 

AT 'W.MU>ELL,· 14:ISSOURl' 
, ,, ,, , i, , I t 

The fol~owing individual~ were contacted on Route A 
and extended section roads from Route A in the vicinity of . 
Wardell, Missouri, towards Portageville and Bragg City, Missouri, 
in an effort to establish ownerships or renters of farms in the 
area. These individuals al,l no.ted that !41', w. E. SMITH and Mr. 
o. HG ACON are the :major l~nd owners in this are~ each owning 
in excess·of 50,000 ae~e$, and that they never knew J. D. DAILY 
to be a renter or operator of a~y of the other tarms or as a 
leasee of any piec~ of ground. 

ALVA CLAYTON; 
LAWRENCE ATWOOD; 
L. E. BANKSTON; 
E. M. CANVOY; 
E.W. SANDAGE; 
DAMON JOHNSON. 
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Re: INVESTIGATION REGARDING 
JAMES D. DAILEY 

On April 21, 1968, JEFFERSON M. HIClOfAN, Sergeant, 
Missouri State Highw~y Patrol, pre$ent~y stattned at Poplar 
Bluff, Missouri, ~ut previously assigned to the Hayti, Missouri, 
zone, furnis.hed the following information:to SA WILLIAM R. BURTON: 

He is personally ~cqµainted with J. D. DAILEY, wbose 
father, now deceased, was at one time a ginner for CAP ACOM of 
Wardell, Missouri. ~e advised that J. Do DAILEY had a reputation 
in Pemiscot County as being a s~all"time gambler and believed 
that DAILEY had at one time been involveq in some stolen ears, 
To the best of his. knowledge and info:rmation, J. D. DAILEY 
spent most of his time in St. M>Uis and would come to Wardell 
and vicinity on weekends or fc:,r short visits to bis par~nts . 
and his sisters w~o resided in that vicinity~ HICKMAN stated 
that he has. never had any in~ormation tbat any of the DAlLEYs 
have owned any land in the Wardell or P(>rtageville vicinity; 
never~ew of DAILEY to lease any land and farm it as such; and 
never knew of PAILEY to have anr. Qlose a$soci~tes in his own 
age group in the Wardell vieinity who would have access to any 
farm land or any farm buildings. 

On April 22, 1968, tbe follQwing individuals se~rcb.ed 
their reco:rds ~:p.d advised tha·t they could' find n<:>thing to indicate 
that JAMES D. OAlL~Y or J, D. PAX~EY owned any real or p~rsonal 
property or had any farm land tn Pemiscot or Dunklin Counties, 
Missouri: 

Mrs. OBIE COI(ER 
Assessor 
Pemiscot Coµnty, 
Caruthersville, Missoµri; 

TOM· CRUNK 
Assesso:,: 
Dunklln ·County, 
Jennett. Missouri; 
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MARTlN BRIT'l' 
Agricultural Stabiltzation 

and Conservation Officer 
Dunklin County, 

Kennett, Missouri. 
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F•D-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) -DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA Tie 

On 

1 Date __ A..:::p_r_i_,.1_2_4---'-, __.;.J,._9_6_8 __ 

BOBBY JAMES, Wardell, Missouri, advised upon inter­
view that he is approximately the same age as J.D. DAILEY and 
recalled J.D. and other members of the family working inter­
mittently on farm land operated by his father from the time 
they were small children until they became grown. He also 
worked for several years for the Acom Cotton Gin at Wardell, 
Missouri, where J.D. DAILEY's father, BARNEY DAILEY, worked 
for a number of years until he passed away a few years ago. 

JAMES stated that J .D. DAILEY married ore of the 
GASKIN girs of WARDELL and that her brother, HARLEY B. GASKIN 
still resides in the Wardell area. Another brother, CLEO 
GASKIN reportedly resides somewhere. in St. Louis, A brother­
in-law of J.D. DAILEY, one EWELL DE PRIEST, presently resides 
north of Wardell on Highway B. A sister-in-law, Mrs. STANLEY 
(ELIZABETH) BLURTON, is also believed to still be residing in 
the Wardell, Missouri, area. 

I 

According to BOBBY.JAMES he 
any members .of the DAILEY family, the 
DE PRIEST or the BLURTON family being 
Wardell, Missouri, area. 

I 

has n~ver heard of 
OASKIR family, the 
land owners in the 

4/21/68 at Warde 11, Missouri F-ile 'Ii SL 44-775 

SA JACK J. FISHER 
by ___ S_A_C_L_E_T_I_S_B..;.... _B_I_DE_,W_E_,I_..,L ___ C_B_B_/_l_e_h ___ Oate dictated ----=4=/-=2:..;;4:.../..;:::;6 __ 8 __ _ 

Thia document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It {s the property of the F'BI .and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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F'D-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) -DERAL BUREAU OF INYESTIGATlce 

On 

l 

WO. JAMES, residing approximately two miles sou·th 
of Wardell, Missouri, on County Hiihway B, advised upon inter~ 
view that he has known the family o~ J.D. DAILEY since the 
time J .D. DAILEY was approximately five years of age. At 
about this time DAILEY's father, BARNEY DAILEY and th~ other 
members of his family began worki:ng as cotton choppers and 
cotton pickers on land farmed by Mr. JAMES in the vicinity 
of Wardell, Missouri. This type of irregular employment by 
the members of the BARNEY DAILEY family continued intermittent~ 
ly until the time JQD. DAILEY quit high school and drifted 
out of the Wardell area. On var,ious other 09casion~ subse­
quent to this time, J.P. DAILEY would return to the Wardell 
area and work for a short period, of time on land operated by 
,JA.lV.!ES. 

According to JAMES neither BARNEY DAU.sEY who is. 
deceased or any of his children have ever owned or even share­
cropped any lan<;J. in the Wardell ~rea to hii;, knowledge. During 
the last seyeral years of .his life, BARNEY DAILEY.operated . 
a g;i.n. at Wardell, Missouri. He recalled that J.D. :OAILEY was 
always considere~ a trouble maker and was ~lways in sqme 
difficulty,with the law in the local area and he heard that 
he was in similar trouble in the St. Louis area after he 
left Wardell. 

j . . 

-Mr. JAMES furnished the name of otuer members· of. 
the DAILEY family as, being HAZEL RANDE:Ir,L TERRELL, presently 
residing· a couple of miles north of Wardell; ADA JILES and 
LILLIAN DAlLEY present addresses unknown. 

' He advised that BMNEY DAILEY was an individual who 
drank to excess when he was not working and the three daughters 
named above were gener:;llly considered ip. the commu:p.ity as being 
women of loose morals. · 

I 

JAMES state<l be was positive that J l). DAILEY never 
owned, operated or sharecropped a farm in the area of Wardell 
and he knew of no ind;i.viduals residing on farms in the general 
area who were close friends of DAILEY. 

4/21/68 0 t Wardell, Missouri 
SA JACK J. FISHER 

F- ile '# SL 44-775 

by ___ S_A_C_L_E_T_I_S_B_,_a_ID_E_"W_E_. L_L ____ C_B_B_/_le_. b_pate dictated __ 4_/_~4_/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains qeither recommendationa nor cQnclusion111 of the FBI, It is the property of the F'BI .ancf ls loaned to 
Your aqency; it and its contents are not to be distributed oui111ide your 11qency, 

WW a -
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On 

1 Date April 24:, 1968 

JAMES A. SELLE!fi, who resides on County Highway 
B, one mile north of State Route 84 in Pemiscot County, 
Missouri, advised he is chairman of the Pascola Township 
Agriculture Stabilization Committee of Pemiscot County, 
Missouri. In this capacity he had in his possession a 
Pemiscot County map ref lee ting the. various townships of 
Pemiscot County with the names of the land owners written 
in on the land plots of the various farms within the townships 
of tnat county. 

The maps o;f Pascola ';t'ownship covering the area 
surrounding Pascola, Missouri; tlle Little River 'J.'ownship 
covering the Wardell, Missouri, area; and the ~ach Orchard 
Tpwnship covering the Bragg City area were e~amined. 

There were no farm owners by the name of DAILEY 
listed in any of the three above~named townships. 

Mr. SELLEJtS advised he is 95 percent familiar with 
all of the land owners in the Pemiscot County area west of 
U.S. Highway Ql and north of State Highway 84 and there is 
no land owner by the name of DAlLEY,operating ilil that area. 

He went on to state that in his capacity of town­
ship committee chairman, he is,also familiar with tenants and 
sharecroppers in this area ·and he has never heard the name 
DAILEY mentioned in this capacity. 

4/21/68 at Rural Route, Hayti, Missouriiile. # _....,S._L:;;..._;4;..;4 .... -__ 7 __ 7 __ 5 ____ _ 
SA JACK J. FlSHER 

by ___ s_A_C_L_E_T_I_S_B_._B_I_D_E_W_E_L_L __ C_B_, B.,.../_l_e_h __ , Date dictated __ 4_/_2_4..,../6_8 ___ __, 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclu111ions of t)'ie FBI. It is the property of the FBI .and is loaned to 
Your agency; it and its contents are not tc;, be dh1tributed outside your agency. 
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Re: JAMES EARL RAY ASSOCIATES 
J. D. DAILEY 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

HOMER TOWNSLEY was contacted at bis residence, 2705 
Missouri, St. Louis, Missouri, on April 22, 1968, by Special 
Agents ROBERT L. BENDER and EARLE. BROWN. He said he is now 
employed as a bail bondsman out of bis house and has unlisted 
phone numb~r PR 6~1879. He is usually at that address from 
11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. He has given up his bar, The 
Neighborhood Bar, 1929 Hickory, and also his confeetionary 
store, 3434 Caroline Street. 

When contacted at his house by Special Agents BENDER 
and BROWN on April 22, 1968, he appeared to be completely 
cooperative throughout the interview, and voluntarily accompanied 
the agents to the St. Louis Office where he was interviewed. 

He furnished the foilowing information: 

He knows the subject. Subject frequented his tavern 
at 1929 Hickory around 1958 ~ 1959. At that time, subject's 
mother resided on Hickory Street between 18th and Mississippi 
and subject resided in the vicinity on LaSalle or Park. 

He said JACK ALLISON, who has been arrested for 
counterfeiting and served time in Leavenworth, knows the 
subject. ALLISON now is going straight and lives with a brother. 
ALLISON and this brother now have a television shop on Park 
Avenue west of Compton on the north side of the street, the 
third or fourth building west of Compton. JACK ALLISON 
probably will tell what he knows about RAY. 

A man named SMITH operates a confectionary on Hickory 
about four houses west of 18th Street, north side of the street. 
The confectionary is in a basement. This is at about the address 
of RAY's mother. SMITH should know the mother, whether or not she 
is dead, and possibly know the subject. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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TOWNSLEY said he does not know WALTER TERRY RIFE. 
(RIFE was arrested with RAY, March 7, 1955, for the burglary 
of the Post Office at Kellerville, Illinois, and served time 
with the subject at Leavenworth.) 

He said he believes a man named JACK or JOHN, who 
operates the Grapevine Tavern at Illinois and Arsenal, came 
into his tavern at least once with RAY. 

@ 

TOWNSLEY said he gave up the Neighborhood Bar in 
May, 1967. He did not see RAY after RAY's escape from the 
Missouri State Penitentiary in April, 1967. He heard from 
some source that RAY came back to St. Louis to kill a man. 
It was TOWNSLEY's recollection that the man RAY wanted to 
kill was responsible for RAY's arrest for th~·holdup 
resulting in RAY 9 S sentence to the Missouri state Penitentiary 
in the spring of 1960. 

TOWNSLEY said he has heard that RAY's family had 
property and relatives in southeast Missouri and the Poplar 
Bluff area sticks in his mind. 

He said he cannot recall of hearing of RAY's father, 
any brothers or sisters. He has heard of no attorney used by 
RAY, nor any bailbondsman. 

tOWNSLEY was then questioned as to whether he knew 
if RAY ever contacted J. D. DAILEY and stated he thinks J. D. 
told him RAY had contacted DAILEY after RAY escaped from·the 
Missouri State Penitentiary. DAILEY said that he had known 
RAY for a long time. He did not know that DAlLEY bad ever 
helped RAY. 

TOWNSLEY said RAY could be with DAILEY in Wardell, 
Missouri. He said he could not figure out why DAILEY suddenly 
gave up his tavern and moved to Wardell. He said DAILEY had 
fitted it up with new, expensive equipment and when DAILEY said 
he was moving and selling the house he had boug~t, TOWNSLEY was 

-, 7 ·~~-----iiiiiii,,iiF'-
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very surprised and asked why. DAILEY told TOWNSL~Y that 
the tavern had been inspected by a St. Louis building 
inspector who had found the wiring to be defective. DAILEY 
said it would cost over $500 to have the place rewired, 
that the landlord had refused to undertake the necessary 
repairs, and because of that DAILEY had decided to get out 
and take over a tavern in Wardell, Missouri. TOWNSLEY said 
this did not make sense to him and commented, "J. D. hates 
niggers with a passion." 

On being,specifically questioned, TOWNSLEY admitted 
that he had had a falling out with DAILEY. His version is 
as follows: 

TOWNSLEY had been gambling with a man and had taken 
a couple of checks for the losses. This man then went next 
door to DAILEY's restaurant, started talking about it and was 
advised by DAILEY that TOWNSLEY could not collect on the checks 
if TOWNSLEY pres~ed him because they were gambling losses. 
TOWNSLEY learned of DAILEY's advice to this man, got mad, and 
told DAILEY he would knock his brains out. Later, J. D. 
apologized to TOWNSLEY, the matter was forgotten, and they 
again became friends. 

When pressed upon this further, he said that the 
check writer in question was an Army officer from Illinois, 
that the reason DAILEY had given him such advice was because 
DAILEY was jealous TOWNSLEY had found a soft touch, and that 
now there were no hard fedings whatever between him and 
DAILEY,. 

When pressed further about this matter, he said that 
a man n~med CONWAY frequented his, TOWNSLEY's, tavern. CONWAY 
learned of the officer's welching on the bet and said he would 
take careof him. TOWNSLEY told CONWAY he did not need any help, 
pointing out that he had been a former amateur and professional 
boxer, and that he could whip DAILEY with one hand tied behind him. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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He said that nevertheless, CONWAY took it upon himself to 
further the argument when he was drinking and hit DAILEY, 
fracturing DAILEY's jaw. Thereafter, DAILEY shot CONWAY in 
cold blood, permanently paralyzing him. TOWNSLEY said he 
was in no way responsible for CONWAY's action, and later 
told DAILEY so. DAILEY agreed to TOWNSLEY that TOWNSLEY 
could take care of DAILEY and need not have gotten help, 
and they became friends again. 

To point out that their differences had been 
patched up, TOWNSLEY pointed out that DAILEY had called him 
when DAILEY was leaving St. Louis for Wardell,a.nd promised 
to give him his (DAILEY's) address and phone number so they 
could keep in touch. · 

TOWNSLEY said that upon further recollection, he 
remembers LUCILLE RYAN and remembered RAY's stating that RYAN 
was his mother, that RAY had visited her in RAY's visit to 
TOWNSLEY's tavern in the 1958 - 1959 era. He said that 
LUCILLE RYAN is now dead because of her drinking and that 
when she lived on Hickory Street, she was living with an 
uncle of JOHN, who runs the Grapevine Tavern at Illinois and 
Arsenal. He said this uncle is an old-time thief and is 
still living, and frequents the Grapevine. 

This uncle is 5u9u, 165 pounds, 55 to 60, unemployed, 
and has a criminal record. He talks very fast and around the 
Grapevine keeps talking of old jobs he has pulled so that a 
listener gets the impression the old man is crazy. 

JOHN, manager of the Grapevine, has a ~peech 
impediment and will be uncooperative. He drives·a white 
Thunderbird, 196~ or later, model. 

TOWNSLEY said DAILEY definitely helped an escapee 
from Missouri State Penitentiary named CREWS. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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He denied that he has discussed this with anybody. 
He said he considers the lead at the Grapevine much better 
than a follow-up on DAILEY. He said that while RAY contacted 
DAILEY after RAY's escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary, 
he does not know whether DAILEY actually helped RAY. 

He said a former barmaid, GRACIE WISE, 1920a Hickory, 
should remember RAY's mother, LUCILLE RYAN, should known who 
was living with LUCILLE and whether LUCILLE is dead. 

. J 
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Re: Alleged Association of ,JAMES EARL RAY and J. D. 
DAILEY 

On April 21, 1968, HOMER TOWNSLEY advised SAs ROBERT 
L, BENDER and EARLE. BROWN that RAY visited TOWNSLEY's tavern, 
mrhe Neighborhood Bar", 1929 Hickory, St. Louis, in the 1958-
1959 period. 'rOWNSLEY said his barmaid then was GRACIE WISE 
who now lives at 1920a Hickory and she should remember RAY's 
mother, LUCILLJ<: RYJ>N, now who was living with LUCILLE, and 
whether LUCILLE is deceased. 

On April 22, 1968, SA BROWN attempted to contact 
GRACE WISE at 1920a Hickory but no response could be obtained. 
A note on the door for the gas man instructed him to obtain 
payment from the tenant at 1920 Hickory by going to the rear 
door. Inquiry there revealed that GRACE WISE has no telephone 
and is now visiting a daughter somewhere in Indiana. The 
address of this daughter, her name, and the length of the 
visit was unknown. She stated she would give GRACE WISE a 
note to contact SA BROWN at the St. Louis Office upon her 
return. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Re: Alleged Associa~ .... £! .. ..!.:_P_, Dailey and Subject 

!T ST •. ~o~~s, MISSOU~ 

HOMER TOWNSLEY has advised ~hat he heard, possibly 
from J. D. DAILEY hinAself, that subject contacted DAILEY when 
DAILEY operated the Half,...Way Restaurant on Jefferson Avenue, 
a.nd that such contact was made shortly after subject escaped 
from the Missouri State Penitentiary in April, 1967. At that 
tirm.e TOWNSLEY operated the Neighborhood Bar, located on the 
corner of Hickory and Mississippi, a few doors from the house 
occupied by subjectvs mother, known to TOWNSLEY as LUCILLE. 
A barmaid at the Neighborhood Tavern was GRACIE WISE, now 
residing at 1920 Hickory. 

On April 29, 1968, GRACE WISE, 1920 Hickory, in 
response to a note left with a neighbor by SA EARLE. BROWN, 
telephonically contacted the St. Louis Office and advised 
she had retu:r·ned to St. Louis from !m;Uana. 

On April 29, 1968, she was contacted at that address 
by SA ALBERT J., RUSHJING and SA EARLE. BROWM. She was unable 
to remember the subject. She remembered LUCILLE RYAN, and 
stated LUCILLE lived in a rooming house operatied by a woman 
s;a.id to be LUClLLE' s mother 1 and who was known as uold Mary vi. 

A :number of men lived there at various times, including one 
of LUC!LLLE vs sons. From data obtained, it appears that this 
son was subject's ibrotbe.r JOHN RAY. LUCJrlLJLE also lived in a 
roomi.ng house on Mississippi operated by a woman now about 
96 years of age. WISE believes this woman, known as v1Granmai1 

is now somewhere in a irn1rsing bonne. LUCILLE moved there 
a.f ter leaving tlble b«:n.1lse on Hickory Street. This house is on 
the west side of M:isstssippi Street, in the block south of 
Hickory, and is the first house north of the alley. (Obser= 
vat.ion was later made of this house, and it appears to be 
v~.cant and probably condemned.) 

WISE had no information regarding an "Uncle Johniv 
who may have lived with LUCILLE on Hickory. She knows J. D, 
DAILEY, but has no information connecting him with this ma~ter. 
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Re: Alleged Association of JAMES EARL RAY and J. D. 
DAILEY 

On April 21, 1968, HOMER TOWNSLEY advised SAs ROBERT 
L. BENDER and EARLE. BROWN that JACK ALLISON, who has been 
arrested for counterfeiting and served time in Leavenworth, 
knows RAY. He said ALLISON is now going straight and lives 
with a brother who has a TV shop on Park Avenue west of Compton 
on the north side of the street, the third or fourth build-
ing west of Compton. TOWNSLEY felt ALLISON would tell what 
he knows about RAY. 

On April 22, 1968, SA BROWN contacted JACK ALLISON 
at his place of employment, the Union Electric Service Company, 
3211 Park Avenue, telephone MO 4-8888. ALLISON owns this 
business and has never been arrested. He employs his brother, 
CHARLES EDWARD ALLISON, who has been in Leavenworth and who 
occasionally refers to himself as SACK ALLISON. ALLISON said 
his brother, CHARLES, started on a drunk on Sunday, April 21, 
1968, and his whereabouts are not known. When he goes on a 
drunk it usually lasts a week. He is somewhere in the vicinity 
but even if located would be completely incoherent until he 
sobers up. Be will drift back to the shop in the next several 
days after he starts sobering up and ALLISON promised he would 
then notify SA BROWN in order that he might be interviewed. 

JACK ALLISON said he never forgets a face and he 
feels he has somewhere, sometime, seen JAMES EARL RAY. He 
cannot fix the time or place but feels it was probably several 
years ago in the St. Louis area. 

I -,r-· -------- ' 
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RE: JAMES DAVID DAILEY 
,. 

AT ST. LOUIS 2 MISSOURI 

VIRGIL DENTON, Operator of Denton's Bar, 1553 
Jefferson, residing at 1551a Jefferson, was interviewed April 
23, 1968, by Special Agents SPURGEON J. PETERSON and ROBERT L. 
BENDER. Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and JAMES DAVID DAILEY 
were displayed to DENTON who stated that he is well acquainted 
with DAILEY and he recognizes RAY as having been a customer 
in his tavern. He said that he has operated a tavern at this 
location and next door for the past 17 years, that he cannot 
recall specifically when JAMES RAY was in his tavern but 
presumed that it was prior to RAY's being in the penitentiary 
in 1960. DAILEY operated the Half-Way Cafe located a couple of 
doors from his tavern and as a matter of fact DAILEY purchased 
this cafe from him. 

Prior to DAILEY taking over the Half-Way Cafe approxi­
mately three years ago DAILEY had a place of business, a tavern 
and restaurant, located near Caseyville or Collinsville, 
Illinois. DENTON knew of this due to the fact that on one 
occasion approximately two years ago DAILEY took him in his, 
DAILEY's, automobile over to this place and pointed it out to 
him and they actually went in and had some drinks. It is noted 
that DENTON explained that at this time DAILEY no longer owned 
this establishment but merely wanted to show it to him. DAILEY 
told him that he had had "hustling girls" at this place in 
Illinois, and had run into trouble with the law and apparently 
that was why he had moved to St. Louis. DAILEY has a very close 
friend who he visits at least once a month in Jefferson City 
Penitentiary whose name is CREWS and DAILEY nas actually been to 
Jefferson City and made an effort to get CREWS out. 

DENTON further advised that when CREWS escaped from 
the penitentiary in Jefferson City he was arrested in St. Louis, 
he thought, in either CREWS' brother's or sister's house. He 
said the police would have a full report on that. He further 
advised that C~EWS has a no-good brother.who is a wino and 
alcoholic who i$ f31t.i1i .around; :town• .and wanqers up. and •dqwn, 
Jefferson Avenue periodically. (It is noted that this brother 
of CREWS, the alcoholic, may be identical with the informant of 
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Detective RON BOCKENKAMP who indic~ted previously that although 
the police records would not reflect it he had arrested CREWS 
as an escapee from the penitentiary in the same house in which 
his informant who provided him with the information lived.) 

DENTON said that he could not associate RAY with 
DAILEY and could not put them together. DENTON said that he 
recalls when JUNIOR CONAWAY was shot by DAILEY in front of 
Dailey's Cafe. He said that if anyone had ever had "it coming 
to him" it was CONAWAY, that CONAWAY was nothing but a mean 
person who had broken his 9 DAILEY 9s, jaw and stomped on other 
persons, hurting them seriously and actually maiming them for 
life. CONAWAY presently lives in the country and DENTON states 
he has heard he is still as mean as ever and actually carries 
a gun and a club in the wheel chair that he is confined to. 

CONAWAY's girlfriend, not his wife, OPEL, was working 
for him, DENTON, as a bartender at the time of this shooting. 
She is now married to a man named SHERRILS whose brother is 
J. D. SHERRILS and lives somewhere in the country. Her mother 
lives on Missouri Avenue, place unknown to DENTON. 

DENTON further stated that he recalls that DAILEY 
had a friend who he thought his first name was KEN. KEN 
apparently was a gambler who played in the card games with 
DAILEY and they would get some guy in the middle. This individual 
at one time drove a Chrysler automobile, was a very dapper 
dresser, but DENTON did not know his name. DENTON was recontacted 
and stated that CONAWAY is currently residing in Salem, Missouri, 
exact address unknown, and OPEL SHERRILS 9 (phonetic) mother is 
VIRGINIA HILL and resides on Mississippi Avenue, the second 
house off of Park, and she could probably provide her daughter's 
current address. 
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Re: ALLEGED ASSOCIA"f!ON Of JAMES D. DAILEY 
:,AND J Arv!:E;S EARL RAY 

O:n April 23, 1968, Mr. LEO J. SPINO, own~r and operator 
of the shoe repair stare located at 1547 Jefferson was inter­
viewed by SA SPURGEON J. PETERSON and SA ROBERT 1,~ BENDER. 
Mr. SPINO ident,if ~.ed JAMES DAV!D DAILEY as a pe;r$o;r.i. with wbom 
he is acquainted through bis (SPINOts) knowledge tha.t DAILEY 
ran the Halfway C~fe, located nextdoor to hiij shoe store. 

wanted flier of .JAMES EARL RAY was displayed to Mr. SPINO, 
at which time he stated th~,t to his knowledge RAY was unknown 
to lb.:Lm. SPINO sa.i,d he has nev~r heiard that DAILEY owned or 
had a farm. DAILEY did tell hbi, pr;io);' to his :moving trom the 
Halfway Cafe, that he (DAILEY) thought ne had a g9oq deal 
running a restaurant down tn the co~ntry near Portageville, 
that he had a friend who owned a tavern and .a :restaurant there 
and this friend had offered him tll,e opportunity to run the 
restaurant if he cared to move to that area. 

SPINO advised that DAILE1( had told him that the 
reason he had decided · to move fro:m. Jefferson Avenue was because 
of the fact that the City of St. Lou:i,s WO'l,,"\1.d not ~p,P'.l;'ove of 
the wiring in the restaurant and it would 4ave Gost him (DAILEY) 
approximately $600 to make the nece$$ary repairs to the wiring. 
SPINO said that to the best of his recollection PAILEY had 
moved to the country approxim~tely five or six weeks ago. He 
has not heard from him. s:i.nce. The only fri~nd he knew about 
of DAILEY was a ma.n who came to the Halfway Cafe two or three 
times :a1t:].d somet ixnes more a week and part ic:ipa.ted in cardga:mes 
with DAJLLEY. :SPINO explained 'th~t DAlLEY apparently had a 
little gambling going on at the restauraQt,'and tbi~ friend of 
DAILEY would participate in the game and work with DAILEY. 
Actually the friepd would be playi41.g fol'f the house, SPINO 
said he did not know this persoA'B name, but the man was a 
white, male Amer;ican, 45 to 50 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches, 
165 to l"/0 pounds, medium build, grey hai~ - thirm:i,.ng on top 1 

very well dressed with fi:n~ clothes, married"'!' b.ad. a wife and 
teenage daughter. SPlNO said that this individual when he 
first came to the restaurant drove a Chrysler automobile which 
had Illinois license plates on it, thoµght to be about a 1964 
model. This car was apparently sold aµd tn~ man appeared in a 
new 1967 Buick automobile, a,. 1':i;•eal cta:rk brown bottqm. and. black 
vinyl topii. This Buick bad Missou,r;i. licen$e plat<$s on it. 
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SPINO said that frequently when this man visited the 
Halfway Cafe he would come into the shoe repair shop and have 
his shoes shined. SPINO :noted that he no 101.J,ger has a shoeshine 
boy and had no idea where his old shoeshine boy could be 
located. SPINO further stated that this individual must have 
been quite close to DAILEY as he appeared there very frequently 
over the entire period of time that DAILEY had the restaurant. 
DAILEY 1 s wife left DAILEY on at least one occasion fl,.nd went 
to California after putting out the work that she was in 
Arkansas. SPINO said apparently they have mended their 
differences a:rid are again together. 

P ·/ ~· 
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