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QUINTON B. DAVIS, 912 Ann Street, Birminghamy 
Alab~una» owrner of The (lum Rack 9 1507 31st Street» S® W q 

Birmingltuun9 Alab~nua 9 viewed the f'ollowing photographs~ 

Ji 

JOHN OSCAR LUCKjl Jefferson County Sheriff vs Office 
#102955, Birmingham, Ala.bama 1 photograph taken. April 219 1962; 

ROBERT CROSS, Birmingh~m FBI #91-1803; 

CHARLES NEWMANT GAULT 9 Birmingham FBI #26=22408; 
/-

ERIC STARVO GALT, true name JAMES EARL RAY; 

THOMAS FRANKLIN BRADYjl Birmingham F'BI #26=22408; 

ERNEST GEORGE BLAND» Birmingham FBI #44=1740 9 

JAMES ROBERT LUKEw Atlanta Police Departm®nt 
#251309, photograph taken October 20, 1967. 

lMr. DAVIS,advised, after viewing the abov@ plhotographs 
on April 18j 1968j that he could not make a positive ~tat~ment 
as to whether the photograph of any of the above individuals 
was identical to the photograph of the individual who had 
been in The Gun Rack making inquiry regarding the high= 
powered rifle u1d had specifically i.rmade inquiry regarding ~ 
Model 264 Browning automatic rifle. 
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I 

JOHN MICHAEL KOPP~ 1420 35th Street, Ensley 9 

Birmingham 9 Alabamii, em.ployeid as the m~u:ul!g®r of the Fir.earms 
Department 9 Long Lewis B:ardware Store 9 Bersf€Jleimer 9 Al~b~ma 9 

viewed photographs of the following individu1&ls on April 18 1 

1968: 
i· 

JOHN OSCAR LUCK, Jefferson County Sheriff~s Offic®9 
#102955 9 Birmi::llgh&un 9 Al:ab~.una» photograph t&lken Apr :il 21 » 1962; 

ROBER'T CROSS)) Birmingham FBI #91-1803; 

CHARLES NEWMAN'I' GAULT 9 Birmingham FBI #26=22408; 

ERIC STARVO GALT 1 true name JAMES EARL RAY; 

THOMAS FRANKLIN BRADY~ Birmingham FBI #26=22408; 

ERNEST GEORGE BLAND9 Birmingham FBI #44=1740; 

JAMES ROBERT LUKE, Atlanta Police Department 
#251309 9 photograph taken October 20 9 1967. 

Aft~r viewing photographs of the abovi:e individu~lsj 
Mr. KOPP ~dvised that he could not ident i:fy photogr~plh of 
either of the above individuals as being the photograph of 
the customer who was in Long Lewis Hardw~re on March 29 9 1968 
making inquiry concerning purchasing a high-powered rifle. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ A_p_r_i_l_l_7_9_1_9_6_8 __ 

1 

A r®vi~w of r~~©~d~ of the Exchang@ Se~urity 
Bank

9 
Birmingiuim 9 discl©f§l@©l that on Sept@mb®r 28 9 1961 9 

ERIC S. GALT pu.:w~b~iSl~d a. bam1k draft #04012FPS 9 fr@m th@ 
Exch~nge Se~u.~ity B~nk 0

~ Fiv@ Point$ South Branch Offic~o 

This ,d\ir~ft wa:B d~t~cdl SepteilID1b@r 28 9 1967 9 made 
payiable t!Q) Supe:iri©r B«-lk Film C@mp1iUllJ 9 in the am(Q)unt of 
$337024 9 ~nd wa~ drawn on the City Nati©nal Bank ~f 
New Y(O)Jrk

9 
New Y©rk 9 ~nd :iu.llthoriz@d ,l§ligID1aturce cont1a1ined 

t:l:u~reon wa~ BtOJB SElLlLERS o ThJ;,~ dl"~ft did Thot contain any 
/ __ ,,. ®ndorsement. 

In the ~v®~t the &! lbi©ve dl!)Ctillll'U9nt is t@ be 
introduc~d in c@urt 9 a ~ubp@en~ due~~ t~cum should be 
addressed to BOB CRADDOCK 9 Exchange Security Banks 
Birmingham 9 Alabam~o 

On __ 4_/_1_6_/_6_8 __ at Birmingh~m 9 A 11f11 lbl~m~ File # __ B_H_4_4_=_1_7_4_0 ____ _ 

SA ROBERT J., YARNALL~©!ap •\· • ~ 4/17/68 
by ------------------"'-~ ___ _£..__Date dictated----------

This documeD;t cont~ins neither recommendatio~s n,or conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be d1str1buted outside your agency. 
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On 

by 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ___ A..,._p_r_i:....:1;___1:....:7_,9'------1_9_6_8.:__ 

l 

WAYNE RUSSELL 9 A~wi~tant Audit©r 9 Exchange 
Security Bank 9 Birmingham 9 Alab~ma 9 advi~ed that when 
a customer purchas@~ ~ bank ~r~ft 9 the cu~tomer will 
fill out a requi~iti@n form or ~pplication 9 or may 
~ubmit to the t@ller 2 piece @f paper containing 
nec®s~ary information for the preparation of a bank draft9 
and tmt this will be ~ubmitt~d to a teller 9 who will 
then type out the original and two copies of t~e bank 
draft 9 ~nd will then hav~ one of the bank officer~ 
sign the draft as the auth©iriz~d ~igllllGl"o 

The ori~illllal dr~ft ~nd Olllle c@py will be 
returned to the cu~tomer ~nd the ~~©©nd ~opy will be 
retained by the ballllk for th~ir record~o The application 
or requisition f©rm or piece of paper handed to the teller 
will then be de~troyed at the end of the dayo 

4L16L68 at Bi:!i':'mingham 2 A.,labama File# BH 44=1740 
, ·"! 
,,.,.').,; s 

SA ROBERT Jo YARNALL~~ap Date dictated 
4/17/68 

This documeD;t cont~ins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned t 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _4_/_1_8_./_6_8 _____ _ 

WILLIAM DAVID PAISLEY, SR., 701 South 
48th Street, after viewing a photograph of ERIC 
STARVO GALT, said that there was a resemblance 
between this man and the ERIC STARVO GALT who 
purchased PAISLEYqs 1966 white Mustang in August, 
1967. PAISLEY said he could not make a positive 
identification and added that the man in the photo­
graph has a fatter face th;u1 the ERIC STARVO GALT 
who bought the Mustang. 

On . 4/18/68 ~ Birmingham, Alabama File# BH 44-1740 

SAs ROBERT Me BARRETT and 
by ___ W.:,:..=.ILL=.,,,,_IA=M-=A_,,_a ----=S=AU=C=I=E=R-=-:-=R=M=B.,_/..,_:j=:m=l_,_/=e=p=g-,---Date dictated _4'-'/-=1=--8::...c/_6.:-.8~----

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the J:jiI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside· your a~cy. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

I;>ate 4/18/68 

Mrs. WILiIAM DAVID PAISLEY, SR., 701 South 
48th Street 1 after viewing photographs of ERIC STARVO 
GALT, $aid she could not be sure if this is the man 
she observed buy a white 1966 Mus~ang from her hu~banq 
in August, 1967. She stated that her recollection of 
thi~ man is admittedly vague.· as she paid no attention 
to him, but, as best she could recall. the photograph 
of ERIC STARVO GALT did resemble the purch~ser, except 
that the man in the photograph has a fuller face than 
the purchaser and the hair in the photograph is too 
dark. She said the mouth and the nose in the pho~o-
graph definitely remind her of tne purchaser. 

4/18/68 Birmingham.~ Alabama BH 44-1740 On --'------at ____ .....::.. _ _:.. ____ __,... __ File # --------,-----

SAS ROBERT M. BARRETT and 
by ___ W_I_L_L_I_A_M_A_._S_A_U_C_l_E_R_:_R_M_B_/_jm_l/_e_p_g __ 0ate dictated _4_/_1,.....8_/_6_8 __ ,,__ __ 

This d0cument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside, your 1eoy. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date -.,.-4,..,,./'-"'l,.,....8_/_6....,,.tl,..,...,..,,~,.....,.,............,..... 

WILLIAM DAVID PA!SLEY 1 JRo, 701 Sput~ 
48th Street 9 Birmingham, after viewing photograp~$ 
of ERIC STARVO GALT, advised that the photograph$ 
showing GALT 9 s eyes as being shut reseJ11bl~s tile 
person known to PAISLEY as ERIC STARVO GA~T, who 
purchased a 1966 white Mustang from PAISL,EY'$ fath~r 
in August 1 1967. PAISLEY commented that it ~PP~~r~d, 
GALT had put on some weight since PAISLEY hac;i l;,u;t 
seen him in August, 1967, as GALT' s Jf ace j_n tbe pf;loto ..... 
graph appears fatter than what PA.ISLEY r~ca~1ls.. Aft,r 
studying the photographs of GALT for several mj,.QtJi~$, 
PAISLEY commented that the more he lookec,:l at tb.e p&,oto~ 
graphs the more he believed th~t they wt;)re ideni;ic--l 
with the ERIC STARVO GALT who purchased the Mµs~ang. 

PAISLEY added that he did not wish to ~a~e 
a positive identification at this time based on the 
photographs, and stated he could probably ma~e. • m~J;".fit 
definite identification if he could see GALT in pef-$0D, 

On _4_/_1_8_/_6_8 __ at Birmingham 9 Alabama File # BH 44 ... 1740 

SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and 
by ___ W_I_L_L_I_A_M_A_._S_A_U_C_I_E_R_:_R_M_B_/ J=--· m_l_/e--'p"--g"----Date dictated _4~/-1~~,..../~6.,..,,~.....,.......,,.....~-~ 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the prQpEjrty of the f8J a11d is 101;11'10(;1 to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your flcy. , 
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• • F'D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

1 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ----=4:..rt..../-=2=2-'--/....:::.6.;::_8 ___ _ 

Mrs. Jo D. (ELIZABETH) WEEKS, 2201 Pioneer Drive 9 

- w~s interviewe~ ~t her place of employmenty Sears Roebu~k 9 

Vestavia lUlls· 1 Birminghamg Alabama, and stated that she is 
the sister of MARLIN c. MYERS, who owns the Continental 
Dance Studios, 7960 Crestwood'Boulevard 1 Birmingham 9 

Alabama. Mrs. WEEKS stated that she took dance lessons 
between September 12, 1967, and October 3, 1967, a~ the 
Friendship Club, Graymont Avenue, Birmingham 9 Alabam~ 9 on 
Tuesday evenings between 7:30 p.m. and 8:30 Pomo Mrs. WEEKS 
aqvised tnat her brotner and sister-in-law were tb~ instructors 
at these daQee lessons. Mrs. WEEKS advised that the only 
reason she recalls an indi.vidual named. ERIC GALT atte:miing 
dance lessons at the. Friendsh;ip Club, is that her ~ister 9 

DORIS LAl>NER, 0 told ber his name,. Mrsp WEEKS advised from 
what she can recall of this individual 1 he spoke very little 
anq did not mingle with the'other students. Mrs .. WEEKS 
advised she ne.ver saw this individual in an automobile ~nd 
does not recall if she ever saw him smoking.. - · 

Mrs. WEEKS described this individual as ~ollow~~ 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Hair: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Bu:lld: 
Complexion: 

White 
Male 0 

Early 30's 
Brown, crew-cut 
69 
185 lbs. 
Medium 
Medium 

Mrs. WEEKS advised she couJd not furnish any ~ddi= 
tional information concerning this individual. 

4/17/68 Birmingham, Alabama BH 44=1740 On _______ at -,,-. -------------File # ___________ _ 

SA PETER JOHN OODKlN:mfl 4/22/68 
by ~~--------------------Date dictated---------
Tl\is document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the ~El¾ It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
YO'IU' agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your ~~ i . , 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 pate --=4,__/=19~./'-'6:c.::8::_,_. -~-

MARLIN C. MYERS 1 Owner, Continental Dance Studios, 
7960 Crestwood Boulevard, stated he is positive ~RIC GALT 
took dance lessons at Continental Dance Studios, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, in 1964, under the µame of EnIC s. GAL~~ 

MYERS stated Continental Dance Studios, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, did not have any employees and the turnover i~:dance 
instructors was very rapid. MYERS furnished the following 
names of dance instructors who possibly were at Co~~tnental 
Dance Studios, New Orleans, Louisiana, during 1964, but 
cannot furnish their addresses: · 

FRANK DESIMONE, New Orleans, Louisiana 

JANET KISER, possibly married to DESIMONE 

MARCUS FELOS, address unknown 

SANDRA BANKSON, Telephone No. 945-4612 

MYERS stated that FRANK DESIMO~ would possibly be 
able to furnish current addresses for the above dance instruc~ 
tors and names and addresses of other dance instructors. 

MYERS stated the only student he can recall is one 
ORLENA MILLER, who owns a costume shop on Drier Street, New 
Orleans, Louisiana, and is a very good friend of JIMM GAR~ISON. 

MYERS st~ted that all dance instructor$ were paid 
by checks drawn on the Whitney Ba~k, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

MYERS state~ that Mrs. LOUELLA LUTZ would possibly 
have records for Continental Dance Studios, containing names 
and addresses of all dance instructors, employed at Continental 
Pance Studios, New Orleans, Louisiana, during 1964. 

On --,-'.4=/_,l=-=6~/--"6<-=8<--_at -~B~i=r~m=i-.n=g=h"-"'a=m""""'''--"-A-'..'-1-'--'-a-"b'-"ac;:;m,;.c,a'--__ F ile # BH. 44-17 40 

by -~SA=--PE=T=E=R--=-J-=O=HN"-'--=B-=O=D=K=I=N_._:_..._.i=b-==-t-------Date dictated --~4_/_19_/6_8 __ ~ 
This docume~t cont~ins neither recommendatio~s n_or conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
YOlll' agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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In connection with the above information 
furnished by Mr" MARLIN C. MYERS 9 Continental Dance 
Studi«n; 1 Birmingham9 to the effect that he believed 
subject 9 who was then known as GALT 9 had taken dance 
lessons at the Continental Dance Studio 9 New Orl~ans 9 

Louisian~ 9 during 1964j it is pointed out th~t extensive 
investigation conducted at New Orleans revealed no suclh 
record of attendance by GALT during 1964 or during any 
other year. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ 5_:/_8_.:./_6_8 ____ _ 

C SAMES Wo BROWNp Route lll 
Box 116=:B 9 Re1Q1·1n 9 Jll.lat»~a, <:!l!.J.vised that he was sente:nced 
to the MiSSl!)UI"i State Peni tenti~,:i.ry ~ Jefferson City t Missouri, 
in April of 1960 and wasi released on June 15 9 Hl65,. He 
stated that he knew JAMES EARL RAY while h~ was 'in prisl!)n 
and first met him sometime in 1963e He stated that he h~d 
been. in groups where RAY was talking on several occasicns 
and had talked to ·him per~on.ally a f~w times* 

BROWN st~ted t'hat RAY made the statement that he 
was glad when JOHN.:.Fe KENNEDY was killed 9 and had made some 
statemellilts at this time to the effect 9uThat is Olli!.~ 11 Nigger '= 
lovimig S .. O .. B .. that got :s:J:mto~9 He stated that RAY did not like 
Negroes a~d that during the tim® MARTIN LUTHER KING was leading 
~ome of his demonstraticns and this information was being 
published in the newspapers, RAY used to curse KING and the 
Negroese The news of the demonstrations and marches used 
to aggravate him considerablyo He stated that BAY made the 
statement that KENNEDY was running the country and especially 
in the racial field, and that MARTIN LUTHER KING could get 
the Federal Government to do anything he wanted them to. 
BROWN further advised that he had heard some prison rumors 
that RAY was supposed tc have killed three Negroes while he 
was in the Missouri State Pe)lj!itentiary., 

BROWN advised that s@metime in the Fall of 1963 9 

RAY made the statement that he was going to get MARTIN LUTHER 
KING when he got «:mt. He stated that he heard him say s©imething 
about COOLEY (phonetic) or COOLEY'S organization would pay 
$10~000000 to have KING dead., He stated th~t he could furnish 
no further information c@ncerning this and RAY did not mention 
it again in his pre~encee · 

BROWN further advised that RAY seemed to have a 
sufficient supply of, ,m(Q)ney and that he gambled with the 
other convicts c@ntinuously in the pri~(Q)n y~rde The convicts 
used chips made from bottle caps or g~bled for cigarettes 
and they would settle., their g~bli:ng l<0Sseis at th~ end of tJ;l~ 
month., He stated that RAY indic~ted at ione time tha't he got 

On 4/30/68 at __ R_e_f_o_r_m_,.__A_l_a;;.:_b_am.:.:.--'-'a _____ File # __ B_H_4_4_=_1_7_4_o_· ___ _ 

by SA CLARENCE Eo WRIGHT~b~l Date dictated-_5 _/_G_/_G_S ____ _ 

This docume~t cont~ins neither recommendatio~s n_or conclusions od.,~7B1. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it .and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. : 
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a check©?' m<D)ney regularly frm S(Q)me s©urc® ©n the outside., 
He st&ted th&t RAY did drink ~©me &nd he h~d detected alc@hol 
on his breath @n different ©cc&si©nso The c@nvicts m&de 
whiskey in the prison &nd s@m~ ©f the guards sold whiskey 
to the convicts ~ls©. He st&ted there w&s a lot of narcotics 
passed &round in th~ p~is@n &nd the gu&rds would bring some 
of it in &nd some @fit w&s being br@ught in lby visitors. 
He never h&d &miy pers©@&l krui@wledge that MY used n&l!:'c©tic:s., 
He was unable to n~me any ~pacific guard th~t sold c@ntr&band 
to the convicts; h©wever 9 he did s&y that @ne guard was caught 
selling contr&b&nd to the convicts in 1962 or 1963 and was 
firedo :Bie st;!ll,ted ~h&t RAY did t&lk t© ©ne p&rtie11.lar guard a 
lot; llli.~wever i he does »:wt remember the guar«P s ncmlllle., 

BROWN st&ted tlhl!ID.t he hms irwt seen RAY ~i.nce he left 
prison and h&s no idea where he might have gone0 He stated 
that RAY had t&lked about tunnelling out of prison and going 
to Virginia and hiding in a cave$ He heard RAY s&y that~' 
had a large supply'"of guns before hi!;'/ was in prisol(]. a@d heard 
him mention a subm&chine guno The only foreign c©untry he 
ever he&rd MY mentiOllll W&S Liberi&9 AfriC&9 alUld RAY st&ted 
that he had & brother=il'lll=law w@rking there and that h~ was 
making a l@t of micmey. ' 

BROWN advised -th&t BAY was not too friendlyt 
however 1 he Wli:llUld tilk in groups.. RAY told BR that 
he had been in Birminghill!m 9 Al&bama~ and that had 
stated that Bir:mi~gh~ was & g@@d toll/lllll to ste&l ino Be 
never discussed hifl p:ii!:st life il'lll BROW}PS presence !ID.nd BROWN ha:!3! 
no idea wher~ RAY i~ fr@m @r &nythillllg abli:llut his f&milyo 

VALENTI is believed t© be from :Sato~ R@uge 9 

Louisian& allld BROWN believes he is still in J:,,!.'lS©IDl., VALENTI 
talked about Mexico a lot &nd c@uld speu Spanisho RAY 
stated one .time th~t he was g@ing t© visit a friellld of his 
and VALENTI 1 S (thi~ friend 9 s name unknwn) who w&s r~le~sed 
from pris@n ~nd got married &nd it is believed th&t he is run­
ing a cafe ne&r Moberly~ Mi~sourio 

m:r1cKv0 WILSON; who was killed while in Missouri 
State Prison~ 

JOHNNY JO~NSON~ who is from the Kansas City ~rea 
and is believifilit© b~ still in pri~on as hew~~ se~vi~g a 
twenty=year sentence. 

16 
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RICHARD BEEMAN 

(FNU) MAYBERRY 9 from West Plains 9 Miss©uri. 

BROWN was shown a c©py of IeOe 4182 and he stated 
that the center pictur~ look~ exactly like he remembered him 
in prison and the other pictures resemble him alsoe 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date --,--_:M_a-"-y_ij---'1_1_9--:-6_8..,.......'-, __ _ 

\ 

JAMJES W. BROWNp 305 South Ea~t Street, Talladega 1 
Alabiiima, w~s reilllterviewed allld furnished the following 
information: 

He was recently interviewed-a~d furnished all 
the illlfcl"matioJTit 1"~ his km)wledge as to his, association 
with JAME~ EARL RAY. As to the information he furnished 
concerning tha fact that he heard RAY remark that the 
Cooley org~ni~ation would pay $10,000 to get MARTIN LUTHER 
KING killed 9 and he was going to kill KING upon his release, 
he s~Jd there were at least three persons whom he can 
re~all who were present on this date and heard RAY make 
t~is statement0 He said they were JOHNNY VALENTI, NOONIE 
EDEN (phonetic)j and CHESTER EALEY (phonetic). He said 
he believes these three pe,rsons are still in pr:l,son in 
Missouri. He said this statement was made by RAY d~ring 
the latter part of 1963. He said he would testify to 
this information. 

He said he has no idea as to the identity of 
the Cooley organization and has never heard this organi­
zation mentioned by anyone other than RAY on this one 
occasiono 

On _5_/_3_/_6_8 ___ at __ T_a_l_la---'-d_e_g_a_,_A_l_a_b_a_m_a_· ___ File # __ B_H_4_4_-_1_7_4~0 ____ _ 

SA JOSEPH T. LANDERS:cap/hss 
by ----------------------Date dictated--------~ 

5/6/68 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the~ It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agihi\y~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

May 15, 1968 Date--..:----=------

JAME~ W. BROWN 9 305 East Street 9 Tall$dega 9 Alabama, 
w~s iIDitervi<ewed at tfule Reh~bilitation Center, Talladega, 
and furnished tfule following: 

BROWN en t(,j)red tfule Missouri State Penitentiary 9 

Jefferson City 9 Missouri 9 on March 25 9 1960 9 after having 
been convicted in K~ill\rs~s City, Missouri~ for murder and , 
receiving a twen.ty-year sentence.' He stayed ui.nside the I 
walls ~1 ~ t Jef fersic»n City until February 9 1964 j), when he was 
transferred to a brailllch of the Penitenti~ry System at 
Fordl~nd 9 Mi~souri. 

Duriill\g fulis imprisonment 1 BROWN b~c~me acqu~inted 
with one JOHNNY VELANTJI (phcmetic}. VELANTJC had told BROWN 
th&1t VELANTI h~d s@me relativefSll in Baton Rcrnge 9 Louisiana,~ 

I 

and VELAm'I w~s serving a twenty-year sentence after being 
convicted in Kansas City, Missouri 9 for robbery. V .LANT!: 
had also claimed to BROWN ~at when he was arrested by 
the Kansas City Police Department he 9 VELA.NT!, had in 
his possessi«:m the n~me of a notorious Kansas Ci,ty gangster, 
which had been giveill\ to VELANTI by a New Orleans friend. 
VELANTI did not identify either of these two names, but 
claimed b.e w~s questi©lned 00 thorou.ghly'0 by the Kansas City 
Police Department about this name VELANTI had in his 
posserssion. 

BROWN ~laimed he and V~ANTI became good friends, 
during this time and ~©metime in either November or 
December 9 1963 9 thro@g~ VELANT! 9 BROWN met JAMES EARL RAY, 
another inmate ~t the penitentiary. This meeting took 
place in the prison yard at~ time shortly after the 
assassination of Pre~ident KENNEDY. At the time of the 
meeting 1 RAY w~s involved in a poker game and vm..ANTI 
told BROWN that fule 9 Vi'LANTl 9 was a personal friend of 
RAY's 9 who was doing twenty years for robbery. VELANTI 
introduced RAY to BROlml' as '\JAMES RAr0 al!lld told BROWN 
that everyone called him, ivRAY o vv Later 1 at an unrecalled 
time 9 VELANTI told BROWN that he, VELAN'TI, had killlown vvRAYn 
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• 
in Atlantaj Georgia, and that they (VELANTI and RAY) had 
committed a robbery in Atlanta together. BROWN claimed 
VELANTI had told him that VJ1;.LAk~1I and ItAY had robbed a 
~il company about midn.ight after having watched it for 

about a week. VELANTI al~o told BROWN that VELANTI~s wife 
and three children. were then 9 1963 or early 1964, living 
in Atlanta and that VELANriij~ oldest son had been killed 
in an automobile accident iJn early 1964. Aooiut that time, 
early 1964~ VELANT1~8l wi.fe quit writing to him and VELAN1''1 
tried to get the Catholic Chaplain to contact his wite in 
an effort to have her resume writing. BROWN also recalled 
th~t V~LA.~TI h~d told him he was serving a sentence for 
the roli!lit:!Jiery of a Kansas City hotel. BROWN and VEL,~NTI 
had biQ!ttltl been in the same jail at Kansas City, Missouri 9 

at the ~ame time-but were in different tanks and did not 
actually meet until they got to prison. 

BROWN stated he was present during about three 
or four conversations between VELANTI and RAY, but that 
BROWN and RAY never ,had any detailed conversation of any 
kind. BROWN recalls in one of these conversations in late 
1963 RAY said.to VELANTI that he 9 RAY~ was going to escape 
from the "pen•1 and that RAY knew a Hguy named COOLEY" who 
could hide RAY where no one could find him. BROWN ,claimed 
that RAY also stated that COOLEY would pay $10;000 to anyone 
who would kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. In other convers~tions 1 

BROWN rec~lled RAY t~lking about tunnelling out of the 
penitentiary~if he had to 1 and going to Liberia where RAY 
claimed he h~d 1a1 brother-in-law living, who was •ijm~king 
good m«:mey. 11 BROl'N recalls that 1a1. t another time y in 
discus~ing the a~sassin~tion of President KENNEDYi VELA.NT! 
stated he did not b~lieve anyone should kill the Presidenti 
to which RAY said that h~ 1 RAYi would have done i.t himself 
if he had ha.d the ch&illllCS and that KENNEDY 0~wlii!~ nothing but a damn Catholic.H According to BROWN 9 RAY often expressed 
his hatred for Catholics and Negroes. · 

BROWN also recalls RAY claiming he knew where a 
cave was located in Virginia, wher0 ~AV could hide upon 
his escape, BROWN believer::: UB t nnc of the pri~H:mers who 
overheard some of.thc<,;0 C(1nvtn·sr.ttons 'l!l:ns "'NOONEY EDEN0" 
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BROWN claims that VELA.NT! told BROWN o.q mqre 
tha~ one occasion that RAY had killed th~ee N~grQe~ ~n. 
the penitentiary with a q

1shiv99 (knife) o BROWN cla;ill\Cid 
he did not know the det~ils concerning these alleied 
k.i.llings a 

BROWN bel:ievels he once told MY that he (8Jt()lYN) 
was from Alab~ma ~nd recalls RAY $tating that Bi~jqgha~ 
was a good town to steal i.n and that RAY bad one~ stole a 
car in Birmingham before he was arrested in Kansas City, . .. · 
BROWN was of the opinion that RAY, at the time he JJJ~t hiJR,.,·/· 
was living in '9C1

q Hall and was working in tne licen:s;~ · · · 
plate plant. BROWN further $tated he beli~ved RAY wa, . 
left-h;/l!,nded j) smoked Wins ton ciga:ret tes, wal~e<;i pi,ge~::m"'ttOfilQ.,: 
and had a Zippo lighter with the initials "J. IL i, seratc~~4. · 
OD it. . 

BROWN claims he knows of no lottery ~r g3m~li.Qf . · 
operati.on conducted by Vlt~ANTI i,n wb:icb UY took an aQttve · 
part. 

BROWN stated he woul(l cooper~te with. the F8l in, 
any way possible and was doing so, riqt for any rew~~Q, · 
but because be felt he should. · 

2,1 
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Confidenti~l source 9 whose reliability has 
not been established 9 advi~ed that he was ];"eceived in 
the Missouri State Penitentiary during September, 1965, 
and was immediately placed in quarantine for a thirty~day 
observation period which is required of all new p~isoners 
and thereafter he was a~signed to Cell 188, Tier #8, 
J-Hall 9 and scheduled to work in the carpenter shop. 
In this connection, the source stated that there ie 
only one inmate to a cell ~nd that the Missouri Stat~ 
Penitentiary has five balls within the prison wall which 
house prisoners. 

The source said that while in J. Hall, during 
Novem.be:ir 9 1965s he first became acquainted with JA~S 
EARL RAY» who was already a~signed to J Hall and wJ:to 
worked daily in J' Hall as a ''Walk Boy,, ff The SOU:J;"~e 

explained that the duties o~ JAMES EARL RAY a$ a nwalk 
Boyn were to take orders fo::,;- cigarettes, gum, candy, et(}., 
which could be pur~hased within the prison and to bring 
bot water for shaving and instant coffee to the inm~tes, 
The sourice added that J'AMES EARL RAY was the only "Wal~ 
Boy 0 in J' Hall and furthe:r that he was free to contact 
any inmate and could move throughout the hall freely~ 
He pointed out that this was AAY's only duty in the 
hall and that he coulq ~emain tnsi9e d~ring working 
hours, h&1ving no other assignments. 

The source said that his ftrst conversation 
with RAY took pla©e when MY observed him reading a 
Birmingham 9 Alab~ma 00Post-He:rald u newspaper which he bad 
a subscription to while in prison. The source advised 
that RAY asked him on this oc~asion if be was from the 
state of Alabama to whicb he replied he was from Walker 
County 3 Alabama~ RAY said to the source that he knew 
where Walker County, Alabama, was located and further 
that this was a dry county, serving no alcoholic beve~ages, 
which gave the source the impression that RAY knew what · 
he was talking about, especially since he mentioned 
beer joints like the All State Tavern, another beer jotnt 
which source believed was Ros~ 1 s Place and Riverview Cate. 
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RAY s~id that he had visited or stayed in the Birmingham, 
Alabama, area in the past; however, RAY never mentioned 
any associates, acquaintances, friends, relatives or 
employments in the.state of Alabama. The source advised 
that this conve~sation ended with RAY asking him if he 
could have his Birmingham, Alabama, "P9st=Herald" 
newspaper when he finished reading them each day, w~ich 
was agreeable to source. The source advised thereaft~r 
RAY would come by his cell each evening and pick up 
his nei11\vspaper which he would place between the cell bars. 

The source said that BAY never discussed his 
family nor did he ever indicate from which part of the 
United States he came from, but the source believed that 
RAY was from the southern part of the United States only 
because RAY never indicated where he was from, coupled 
with his interest in a southern newspaper. 

The source stated that he personally gave RAY 
his present home addres$ and telephone number on one 
occasion, telling RAY to stop by his home sometime if 
and when he ever got released from prison and they would 
have a drink or two together. The source pointed out 
that RAY did not ask him for his address or telephone 
number and that he merely furnished this to RAY knowing 
that he was doing a 20 year prison sentence and more tnan 
likely he would never again see RAY after he left prison. 
He stated that wnen h~ gave RAY his address and telephone 
number, RAY replied vvnon ° t be surprised if I call you up 
sometime" and thereafter placed this piece of paper in 
his pocket. 

The source said th~t RAY was a very quiet 
individual~ soft spoken, calm, clean, never laughed or 
enjoyed a good story, solemn f~ce$ and remained to 
himself most of the time. The source advised that he would 
often see RAY in the prison yard and o.n occasion atte1,ipted 
to strike up a conversation with RAY, but he never appeared 
interested so the source gave up trying to make conversation 
with RAYe 

The source said that the only topic which would 
arouse RAY's interest was the subject of money. The source 
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stated that on one occasion during a conversation with 
RAY, RAY said uvone of the:se days if I ever get out 
of here I am going to make myself a bunch of money.u 
When source asked how he intended doing this~ RAY 
replied he had contacts and there are more ways of 
making money than robbing bankso Source then asked 
RAY what his plan was !l to which RAY replied "The 
Businessmenr.s Association has offered $100,000.00 
for killing MARl'IN LUTHER KING and he?s five years 
past d!ue0 11 The source stated he then a:sked RAY 
what the Businessmen's Association was, to which RAY 
replied q

1 I don 9 t know but I will find out." The 
source added that this was the first and last time 
RAY ever mentioned MARTIN LUTHER KING nor did he_ 
ever again mention the Businessmen's Association 
in his presence., 

The source said that RAY told him tbat he 
always worked alone and therefore limited the 
possibility of bei.ng caught and said ,uI have got a 
place picked out where I can hide," never menti,on::lng 
where the place was located. 

The source stated there was a prison 
cigarette lottery going on almost daily in J Hall 
and that RAY was involved in this lottery, delivering 
wagering tickets a.s well as picking these up and would 
deliver the winnings to'inmates each night. He 
said there were two saparate lotteries in J Hall .. One 
lottery was run by two inmates named JOHNNY VALENTI 
and another individual from Ste Louis, Missouri, name 
unknown 0 The sou:irce described this individual as a 
white male~ Italian, age 43 to 46, dark complexion with 
gunshot wound in face and nicknamed 9~Dago. 9

~ The 
source said the other lottery in J Hall was run by 
an individual nicknamed ''Boston, v~ who was doing a 
20 year sentence and described him as a white male, 
45 years of age, very sho:t't and occupied either cell 23 ~ 
24 or 25 on the flag in J Hall, meaning the first floor. 

The source said that he did not like VALENTrs 
wagering odds so he always placed his wagers with the 
individual nicknamed ~'Bostone 11 The source stated that 
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RA.Y would alw~ys h~ndle the wagers since he could 
talk to any inmates in the cellblock and was reimltmrsed 
by JOHNNY VALENTI and "Boston ~Q for this services 
Source estimated that there were approximately two 
dozen lotteries being operated in the M:i~sour State 
Penitentiary$ which consist~d of five separate halls 
housing the prisoners. 

The sour~e advised that he never saw DAY 
run n~rcoti.1t;s or handle contraband at any time ~n1d on 
one occasion RAY showed him his arms to prove that he 
had never been addicted to narcotics" The source added 
that he never observed RAY with any large sums of 
money. 

The source advised that there was an 
organization being operated at the Missouri State 
Perd tentiary by the inmates and thi.s organization was 
called 1~cooley w s Organization.'' Thie :sm.llrce ~aid that 
this was a protection.and enforcer organization and that 
while en route to the Missouri State Penitentiary he 
first became aware that su~h an organization existed. 
The source advised that he was at one time lodge•d at 
the County Jail in Springfield, Missouri, for several 
months and became acquainted with a pr:isoner ~ (P'NU) CRAIG, 
whom he described as a ~~four time loser®" The source 
said that CRAIG h:as a brother who is a detective on the 
Springfield Police Department and that CRAIG had , 
previously served tim~ at Missouri State Penitentiary 
and was being retur~ed to this penitentiary~ The source 
said that when CRAJ.~ learned that he also was en route 
to the Missouri State Penitentiary, CRAIG advised him 
to join the Cooley's Organization at the Miss~uri State 
Penitentiary since he would need to get along with 
other prisoners and be being a member of this organization$ 
he would obtain tv:special favors. QW vrhe source said that 
CRAIG informed him that the Cooley's Organization would 
settle ~ll:lly grievances he may have while at l\Ussouri State 
Penitentiary against other prisoners and that this was 
a very powerful organization, having influence with guards 
and could even~ for a price, arrange v11a murder* w, 
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The source advised that after his release from 
quarantiney he ~g$in observed CRAIGw who was then working 
in the mess hall ~t the Missouri State Penitentiarye 
The source advised that he then approached CRAIG and 
told CRAIG that he desired to join the Cooleyvs 
Organization and at this time gave him a $10.00 canteen 
book, pointing out that the membership fee to join the 
Cooley~ s O:rganization was $10a 00 and that this membershi.p 
fee would make an inmate a paid up member as lonr as he 
was in prisono The source advised that CRAIG told him 
that he would obtain his membership for him and the same 
night JAMES EARL RAY came to his cell and gave him a 
card saying v0aere is your card 1 " and nothing else, and 
therefore he always felt that RAY was a member of the 
Cooleyffs Organization since he was so trusted. However, 
RAY never said to him tnat he was a member nor did he 
ever ask him$ 

The source said that his membership card w~s 
type written with his name on it and had the beading 
HMembership Cooley n s Club." The so1Lu:·ce said that th:i,s 
membership card was like a credit card and it could 
get an inmate credit on purchases of candy and other 
sundries but could not be used for credit purposes on 
lotteries. 

The source advised that he had two or three 
differences with priso)n~rs over wagers while in J Hall 
and upon getting no satisfact:ton, he personally contacted 
CRAIG in the mess hall at which time he displayed to 
CRAIG his membership card and filed his grievance with 
CRAIGo The sour«::Je :stated that CRAIG informed him. that 
he would handle this complaint; however, the fee for 
handling his grievance was 50% of what was due a 
prisoner. The source added that :subsequently RAY 
appeared at his cell in J Hall with his share of the 
cigarettes collected from his grievance •. 

The source stated that CRAIG was later transferred 
from the mess hall to the Church Farm, which is located 
.outside the prison wall at Missouri State Penitentiary. 
The source said that prior to CRAIG 1 s departure 9 CRAIG 
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contacted him and instructed him who to see in the 
future to take complaints should he ·have any 
additional grievances. At this point, the source 
pointed out that li'iJOst grievances would be placed 
either at the mess hall or the prison yard, noting 
that only during these periods of time all the 
i.nmates from di.'fferen:t halls coul,.d talk with each 
other .. The source added that he was unable to 
furnish any description of name of the individual 
ne was instructed to contact in the mess hall after 
the departure of CRAIG since he had no further 
complaints and was subsequently transferred to the 
Renz Farm, which is also located outside the prison~ 

The source stated that the Cooley's 
Organization was operating wnen he arrived at the 
Missour State Penitentiary and was still doing business 
when he departed and he felt that this operation had 
been started and maintained by old cons who are now 
trusties and who reside ,1n A Hall, which is the trusties q 

barrackso He added that he personally feared the power 
of the Cooley~:s Organization as did other inmates and 
in his opinion, he personally felt they could 
render retaliation regarding him i~ they became aware 
that he gave information concerning their organizatione 

The source said that during the time RAY 
was assigned to J Halla be bad attempted an escape 
which was unsuccessful and thereafter he never saw RAY 
again since RAY was not ret~rned to J Hall and he 
later went to Renz Farm. He said that while at Renz 
Farm he did hear that RAY s~ccessfully escaped from 
the Missouri State Penitentiary by hiding himself in a 
bred truck" ' 

The source was. asked if ~here ever circulated 
at Missouri State Penitentiary a rumor concerning the 
killing of three Negro inmates and if RAY's name was 
ever mentioned as a suspect or being involved in these 
killings. The source said that he did learn that when 
prison authorities first tried to integrate the prisoners, 
four white men with pillowcases over their heads waited 
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for five Negro prisoners to enter the shower room on 
one occasion and stabbed three of the Negroes to 
death, wounded a :.fourth and the fifth escaped® He 
said that at no time did he hear any rumor that RAY 
was involved in trese killings. 

The source said that the inmates located 
in J Hall ·at the time he was also lodged there and who 
could possibly furnish additional information cont~e:rning 
RAY wtn•e (FNU) SPRATT, cell 187, and GENE (LNU), cell 
190, who escaped by overpowering a guard and taking 
his uniform; however, this individual was successfully 
apprehended and returned to Missouri State Penitenti~ry. 
Source advised that apother inmate,name unknown, who 
occupied cell 190, was a lottery player. Anothe~ 
inmate-, n:ll,me unknown, nicknamed i!Cowboy," was a hall · 
tender in charge of convicts in J Hall. 

This source was displayed numerous photographs 
of JAMES EARL RAY and,advised that all photographs bear 
a close re:sem.b_lance to RAY; however, he specifically 
identified the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY taken at 
the Missouri State Penitentiary during the time he was 
incarcerated. The source said that he would have no 
difficulty in identifying RAY should he ever see him 
again, even if he attempted to disguise is identity; 
giving as his reasops that RAY was definitely "slough­
footecP' and his toes pointed out noticeably when he 
walked causing his heels and soles to wear down on the 
outside edges. He has a prominent cleft on his chin, 
which is noticeable and remarked that RAY liked his 
booze and that he had the impression from talking with 
him that he was a heavy drinker~ The source also 
added that in hls opinion from his knowledge of RAY in 
prison that he thought RAY had a normal sex life. 

The.source advised that the only other person 
that he knew that RAY might have been closely associated 
when in prison was a full=blooded Indian pri~oner who 
was the barber in J Hall but whose :name he could not 
recalle The source stated that he definitely had not 
been contacted by RAY since he has been released from. 
prison~ which was May 3~ 1967, and stated th~t he would 
notify the Birmingham FBI Office if RAy ever attempted 
to contact him in any way or manner in tbe future. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date -~4...,_/_,.2~Q,,__,/'-'6...,8..__ ___ _ 

Mr. PETER CHERPES~ Owner, Economy Rooming House, 
2806 Highland Avenue 9 Birminghtun, was given two photographs 
of ERIC STARVO GALT and after carefully, studying these 
photographs for several minutes, stated, "I believe this is 
ER.IC GALT who resided at my rooming house. The photographs 
bear a very close resemblance to him; however, I can't be 
sure ultlti 1 I seen him in person." 

On_~4~/~1=8=/~6=8 __ atBirminghamp Alabama File # _ __:B=H=-4.:::...4:.....--'1=7'--'4=0=-------------

by SA WILLIAM A. SAUCIE....,R.,.__....,:J,J-'·b.._t.,.___ ______ Date dictated ----=4:.,<./--::1::.,,9:..L/_,,6::..::8:c__ __ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside yo2~ncy. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date _4_/_2_0~/_6_8 ____ _ 

Mr. HERBERT KELLY adviseQ that he is employed as a 
cook at the Economy Rooming House 9 2608 Highland Avenue, Bir­
mingham, and that he was employed at this house during the period 
August 26, 1967, through October 7, 1967. 

Mr. KELLY advised that during this period of time he 
prepared and served the morning anq evening meals and was 
acquainted with most of the tenants. He said that he did 
remember a guest by the name of ERIC GALT who resided at the 
Economy Rooming House and particularly recalled that he occupied 
noom 14, and was always late for breakfast. 

Mr. KELLY was giveµ two photographs of ERIC STARVO 
GALT and after carefully studying these photographs far 
several minutes, stated, "! believe these pJ:iotographs of 
GALT are identical with the ERIC GALT who resided ~t this 
rooming house. These pictures bear a very clo$e resemblance 
to him. 11 

Mr. KELLY stated that he would not mak~ a posttive 
identification pointing out that he desired to view GALT in 
person before making such an identification. 

On -~4=/___,1=8...,./___,,6'"""8'--_at Birmingham. Alabama File # _B_H_4_4~--1~7_4_0 ____ _ 

3:r-, 
by _ ___.,,,S=A--"-'-W..,,,,I .... L.,..L-I.,,_,,A..,.Mc.-=A_,,_. ______,,,,S~A~U~C~I=E~R~:.J..i..:::.b:..-=t:..__ _____ 0 ate dictated _4_/_19_/_6_8 ____ _ 

This docume~t cont~ins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loan d t 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. e 0 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _._cM"'"'a_.y,__1"'--0--'--'-. __;;_:_19c:___6_8 __ _ 
l 

PETER CHERPES, Owner of the Economy Rooming Hou~®~ 
2608 Highland Ave~u~, Birmingham, Ala~ama, wa~ ~hown a 
photograph .of JAMES EARL RAY, which photograph had b®~n 
t~ken during the residence of RAY in Los Angeles, C~liforniaj 
durillllg late 1967 ~nd early 1968. CHERPES v without h@~i ta ticrn., 
d®fini tely id®ntifi@d thi~ photograph ais being a photograph 
of a per~Ofill knOWl!il to CHERPES a~ ERIC s. GALT' who resid~d 
at CHERPES 0 rooming house from August 26, 1961, through 
~pproximately October 7 9 1967. CHERPES said this photo= 
gr~ph of JAMES EARL RAY was the best liken®ss of the m~fi 
k~own to CHERPES as ERIC S. GALT that CHERPES had ~e@n t~ 
dateo 

On 5/6/68 

SA 0 S ROBERT Me BARRETT & 
WILLIAM A., SAUCIER Rl.\!il'B:c:ap ij/~/68 

by ----------------------Date dictated---------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your ,Nency . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ M_a_,y'---_l _0_,__, _1_9_6_8 __ _ 

l 

HERBERT KELLY, who is employed.as a cook at 
the Economy Rooming House, 2608 Highland Avenue, 
Birmingham, Alabamat and who served meals to ERIC S. 
GALT during the re$idence of GALT at the Economy Rooming 
[ious@t~ was shown a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, which 
had be~n taken during the residence of RAY in Los 
Angeles, California, during late 1967 and early 1968. 
KELLY definitely identif ted this photograph as beilri1g 
a phot(j)graph of th@ person known to him as ERIC S. 
GALT. KELLY also said this photograph was the best 
likene~s of GALT that KELLY had seen to date. 

On 5/6/68 at Birmingham, Alabama 

SAiS ROBERT M. BARRETT & 
by __ W...;;;:I=L=L=I_A=M~A-=-~---'-"S __ A--=UC--=--=I--E-=-R'----=-R=--M=B:...:::-=c-=-a2::p_~---Date dictated __ 5_/_8_/_6_8 ___ _ 

This docume11:t cont~ins neither recommendatioJ?,s n_or conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed outside y3zency. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Q:!:!tlets of Salacious Books 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER: 

During investigation it had been dete~~ined 
that subject RAY had on more than one occasion whil~ 
residing in California written to publis~ing house~ 
dealing in salacious and sex boo~$. In view of th~t 
characteristic of RAY, all newsstands and book ~hQps 
servi·ng as local outlets of t·hat type of material wer~ 
canvassed and identification orders left with the 
proprietors. No one during this survey recall~d having 
seen RAY in their est~bli$hments but each promised to · 
notify the FBI at, Birmingham should he be obs~rved in 
the future. 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA PATRICK J. MOYNIHAN: 

Based on a suggestion from the Bureau, all 
pending unsolved bank robbfry files in the Birmingham 
Office have been reviewed on the possibility that subject 
RAY may have participated in such a~tivity. Based on 
this reviewj RAY has definitely been eliminated as being 
a suspect in any.such bank robbery. 

33 
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Files pert~ining to unsolv~d bank b~rgla~ies 
in the Birmingham territory were likewise reviewed but 
same reflected no witnesses to such bank burglarie~ 
and no latent fingerprints which ~ight Qe compared with 
the prints of RAY. 

34 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT. WILLIAM A, SAUCIER, NEIL P. MARTIN, 
and RICHARD D. SCHWEIN: 

Although as has previously been reported by the 
Birmingham Office that all rooming houses were canvassed 
with the photograph of the individual then identified as 
GALT, each of these establishments were recontactec( 
during the periods April 25-29 and May 3-7, 1968 1 and 
identification orders supplied to the proprietors. The 
proprietors were also questioned concerning the possibility 
of subject under the name RAY or additional al:iases theti 
known as having been a tenant in the past, especially 
during the perti.nent periods when his whereabouts were 
not known. The numbe+ of such rooming houses was quite 
extensive and included all which advertised in the daily 
press 1 under the classified section of the telephone 
directory$ or by sign advertisements. No identification 
of RAY having resided in any such place resulted other 
tµan as has been previously r$ported, his residence at 
the Economy Rooming House, 2608 Highland Avenue1 Birmingham, 
from August 26 = October 7 1 1967. The above also included 
checks at charity type shelter homes and institutions. It 
also i.ncluded all YMCA operated establishments. 

The records of the Probate Court in each of the 
31 counties comprising the territory of the Birminghaxn 
Office were searched pertaining to any marriage or divorce 
record of subject RAY under his true name or any known 
aliases. This resulted negatively but was considered 
advisable in view of his veiled reference on one occasion 
that he had a divorced wife living ~'over the mountainn 
near Birminghamo 
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Immediately after identification of RAY as 
being involved in this mattEH'i the Robbery Squad of the 
Birmingham Police Department was furnished with photo­
graphs of him and also pertinent dates during which be 
wa:s known to have resided in Birm.ingnam, Le. August 26 -
Octobe:ir 7.~ 1967 o Members of the Robbery Squad hav~ 
exhibited his photograph to holdup victims occurring in 
Birmingham during that period without identification. 

::o At the present time 9 this facet of the investi-
gation is being extended to include robbery squads of the 
pQlice departments in the six Resident Agencies of the 
Birmingham Office and to the ~ities of road trip 
territories e 

Immediately after the ident if icat ion of RAY as 
the subject of this investigation, contact was had with 
the Je:fferson County Sheriffqs Office\) Birmingham1 Alabawm, 
and with the Office of the Coroner, which official works 
closely with the Sheriffqs Office. The Coroner was 
requested to advise the Birmingham Office should any u.n= 
identified deceased male be examined by his off ice. As 
y~t there have been no such instances coming to the 
attention of the Coroner. 

Based on information contained in Bureau communi= 
cation 9 dated May 9 1 1968~ regarding thi~ matter1 similar 
inquiries and stop notices are being placed at the present 
time with coroners and sheriff's offices in the counties 
of the six Resident Agencies and to road t:r::i.p territories 
of the Birmingham Office. 
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Possible Employment of Ray 
By Country Clubs 

_ The following inve~tigation was conducted by 
SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER: 

In a communication from the Bureau, dated M~y 10, 
1968, it was pointed out that while residing in the Los 
Angeles area during the early part of 1968 9 and p~:'ior to 
·his departure therefrom in March 9 1968, RAY had been 
determined to have made several telephone calls to country 
clubs in an effort to obtain employment, especially as a 
bartender, since he is known to have pursued a course in 

· bartending while l,"esiding in Los Angeleso' 

All country clubs in the immediate area of 
Birmingham were contacted on M:eiy 161 1968 9 by SAs ROBERT 
M,, BARRE~T and WILLIA:&i A. SAUCIER, photographs exhibited 9 

and records-of applications and employees checked with 
negative resultsp This matter is now receiving attention 
by the Resident Agencies in Birmingham Off ice territory 
in connection with country clubs located in those areas. 

Hotel~ and Motels - . 

On th~ dat~~ April 25 9 26 and 29, 1968 1 SAs 
ROBERT M. BARRETT, WILLIAM A. SAUClER 9 NEIL P~ MARTIN, 
and R.ICHARD D. SCHWEIN conducted the followinJ iirtwe~tigation: 

After the identification of RA,Y, his photographs 
and identification orders were exhibited to all hotels 

·and motels in the Birmingham=Bessemer, Alabama, area 9 

although employees'of those establishments had previously 
b~EHl contacted and shown photographs during the period 
that subject's name wa~ believed to be GALT. , Records of 

37 

,, I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.. 

• 

• • 
2 

BH 44=1740 

these eg;tablishments were checked thoroughly under the 
name of RAY and his other aliases during any period he 
was known to have been in the Birmingham area 1 but no 
such record of residence could be located. Exhibition 
of his photograph was extended to include all employees 
on all three shift~ of eaclh hotel and motel. No 
employees could make any identification. 

38 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
BH 44-1740 

Bus Stations ~-·~ 

All employees on each shift at the terminals 
of bus lines serwing Birmingham were again contacted on 
April 25 and 26 9 1968 1 by SAs ROBERT M. BARRET'I' 9 WILLIAM 
A. SAUCIER, NEIL Po MARTIN, and RICHARD D. SCHWEIN~ and 
identification orders pertaining to RAY were,suppli.ed 
to the employees without effecting an identification. 

Railroads 

After issuance of the identification order for 
the arrest of subject RAY,, employees of the city ticket 
offices and the respective terminals of railroads serving 
the city of Birmingham were contacted by SAs ROBERT Me 
BARRETT, WILLIAM A. SAUCIER~ NEIL P. MARTIN, and RICHARD 
D. SCHWEIN 1 and copies of the identification orders 
furnished to said employees. No one recalled having seen 
RAY in the capacity of a passenger on any railway line. 
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Airlines 
= = 

Although ~11 city offices ~nd Municipal Airport 
stations of each airline s®rving Birmingham ,had been 
previously contacted regarding subject then known•~ GALT» 
they wer,e again canvassed on April 25 9 1968, by SA~ ROBERT 
Mo BARRETT and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER and identification orders 
issued for RAY were exhibited and left with per$onnel of 
each city office and airport station of each airlAne. No 
identification was effected. 

On April 25 9 19689 all automobile re!tltal 
agencies in Birmingham w~re recontacted by SAs ROBERT M. 
BARRETT)) WILLIAM Ao SAUCIER 9 NEIL Pe MAR'TIN 9 and RICHARD 
D. SCHWEIN, after the establishment of RAY being the 
subject in this matterj their records checked and 
identification orders supplied to each shift of such 
rental agencies. This resulted negatively as to any 
identification of RAY ittilizing such ~ method of trans= 
portation during the pertinent period. 
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Luggag_~_ Storage 

The foll©wing investigation was conducted by 
SAs NEIL P. MARTIN and RICHARD D. SCHWEIN on May 1~ 1968; 

Through the cooperation of the. managers of the 
luggage storage departments of the bus stations, r£ll.ilway 
stations» shopping centers, and the Birmingham Municipal 
Airport 9 all luggage which had been allowed to remain 
over the prescribed period of storage was examinedo No 
item which could be attributed to RAY was noted. 

Laundries and Dry-Cleaning Establishments 

The following investigation w~s conducted by 
SAs ROBERT M., BARRETT9 WILLIAM A. SAOCIER, NEIL P • .MARTIN 9 

and RICHARD D. SCHWEIN: 

Since it had been dlet@rm.in®d from :investigation 
that the subject previously known as GALT frequently 
utilized branch office~ of laundries and dry-cleaning 
establishments1 usually on a weekly basis 1 all main 
offices and the 261 branch offices in residential neigh= 
borho@ds were recontacted after issuance of the identifi= 
cation order for RAY. No employees other than~ been 
previously reported could identify RAY as being a patron 
of their establishment. Identification orders were left 
with each proprietor. 
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Mr. ,JOHN Mrc INTOSH9 Chief Deputy 9 U o S., Prob:lll.t ion 
Off icer 9 w~s rcont~cted by SA HENRY Ao SNOW to determine 
whether their files contained records of any p~rolees 
from the Missouri State Penitentiary residing in th® 
Northern District (tl)f Alabama 9 who may have be@n confined 
in the Missotnri ,institution during the same period of 
confillement of RA.Yo Based on available records 9 ,~. 

Mc lNTOSH was unable to identify any su<eh statre parolees 
who might be tmder federal supervision at this time. 

Mr. WARREN GASTON 9 Alabama State Parole and 
Probation Officer 1 Room 411 9 Jefferson County Court House 9 

was contacted for the same purpose and suggest@d that Mr. 
L.B. STEPHENS 1 Parole Executive 9 Alabama Stat@ Office 
Building 1 Montgomery, Alabama 9 would have a ready referen~e 
of all Missouri Stat® Penitentiary parolees presently 
under state supervision in Alabama. He stated that Mr. 
STEPHENS keeps these records under an interstate compact 
with the various stat@s. Appropriate communication was 
dispatched to the Mobile Office for contact with Mr. 
STEPHENS. 
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In a ~o~~~nication dated May 6 9 1968 9 the 
Bureau pointed <0ut that it may have be®n pos~ible for 
subject RAY while fleleling on the day after the murd@r 
from Memphis 9 Tennessee 9 to his next known location in 
Atlanta 9 G®orgia 9 to have visited a bank and gained 
access to a safe dep<0sit box previously rented. The 
pertin~nt date was considered to be April 5 9 19680 

Through the ~ooperation of the following bank 
officials ext@nded to SA HENRY A. SNOW during the p@:ir'iod 
May 8=169 1968 9 they caused records of th@ (24,380 · 
safe deposit box<es to be checked for the pertine)!llt date 
of entry» April 5, 1968~ 

Mr. CHARLES T. SMITH 9 A~ditor 9 and 
Mrs. CATHERINE Ae REEDY 9 Manager of 
Safe Deposit Department» Bir~ingham 
Trust National Bank 9 Main Office 9 

and its 17 branch offices 

Mr. CLAUDE LOVELESS, Comptroller» 
First National B~nk of Birmingham» 
and its 25 br~nch offices 

Mro ROBERT F0 CRADDOCK» Auditor» 
Exchange Se~urity Ban~ and its 12 
branch offices 

Mr. GEORGE WRPHREE 9 President 9 City 
N~tional Bank of Birmingham 9 and its 
four branch offices 

Mr. FLOYD Le JONES 9 Vice Pr~sident 9 

Central Bank and Trust Company, and 
its five branch offic~s 
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M~o J@ Ma INGRAM9 Ca~hier~ 
Amer iie:,an National Bank 

• 

Identification orders were exhibit@d and 
delivered to the ll!HU'Ull.ger of eaieh of the safe depo~it 
departments of ®~ie:h of the banks without any recognition 
of RAY as having b@en a past customer or a~ having 
ac~ess to any ~afe deposit oox on the date April 5 9 

1968. Each of the bank officials 1 after having c~@~@d 
a check to be m&ide of their entry cards for the ptrtinent 
dat® 9 aolvis:ed that no customer who might conceivably be 
identical with RAY ent<eJred a b<0,x on that date o 
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After Jrl®(C®ipt of informilll.tioxm to th@ ®ffecct tlbi~t 
among rre~ov@r®d @ffe~ts abandon@d by subj~~t 9 there w~~ 
a linen laundry mark~ 20=R=3 9 thereon 9 SA DAWID T. DALY 
on April 30 9 1968 9 dreterminied from laund:r·ie!1sl in the 
Birmingham area th:at al though ~ome ut il i'.'i!:,;®d th@ The1t·mo= 
Se~l ma~hin@ 9 nonre w®re located who h~ve in the p~st 
identif i@d lin@ns in their lf&undriers by the m.iillrk '~O=l.R=3o 

VIRGIL ESC09 Plant Manag@r 9 M~yfiel@ Cleanrers 9 

219 South 20th Strreet 9 advised that they have :i1m tlhe pili1fSt 
used the mllllrk 20=R-; however 9 he found t hifS to bie [al whi tiei 
and pink stripe and a cloth mark. Theref©r® 9 it i~ not 
identical with the mark 20=R=3 which w~s found on the 
linens in instant investig&1ition •. 

On the p«:ussibility th~t subject RAY 9 who has 
be~n kfiown to have purcha~®d a used vehicle in the parst 9 

may have ag~in don® so through the medium of cl~s~ified 
advertisem~ntrs in the ©il?lily press 9 a l"evJ.9\llW of ~ll sucih 
~ds wa~ made by SA:s RICHARD D. SCHWEIN and NEIL JP. 1M!AR'Tl~ 9 

whiich. ~drs ~pp®ar~d illli th@.J 09Birmingh~m JP(QJSi;c,H®l"~ldQO 

(morning) 8ilnd the 00B:irmingh~m Ne11w~ 00 (®veningP for a 
period which wa~ d®~med to be pertin®nt 9 i.~o M~r~h 21 = 
April 2 9 1968. 

After ~urclh reviews 9 the own@Jr~ ©f !lllll ~ucb c~r~ 
who h~d pl~c®©l ~dls w<~re cont~tf.':ted ~nd this ~!'11\ou.nt~d to 
486 automoibilefS; the period during wh:i«;lh the previm,11,~ 
owners were ~ontacted by SAs SCHWEIN ~nd M.ARTlN w~s fr©m 
May '1=17 9 1968. In ®:1:ilch i.nstance 9 the pur~lh&'ii~@lr' of the 
v®hicle w~s s~ti~factorily det@rmined not to b@ id~ntic~l 
with subje~t RAY. 
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During th® jp®.l't' iod CO'if®lt"®d by t lhd..~ rep({:l)!"t 9 

const~nt liaison has been m~intained with th® d~ily 
pre~s and t®l®wi~i@n st~tions in th® Birmingh~m are~. 
These outl®t~ ~11 hiiv® publicized the photogr~phs of 
RAY effect iw®ly. The w~®kly ~0Birminghi:uru1 Wo.lt'ldQ0 

9 w[t:l\ich 
has e~tensive circular iz~t ion among th@ Negro ci.t i.ziens 
of Birmingh~m 9 has also given promin®~t sp~c® to ~h® 
publication of subjectffs photographs an~ new~ it®m~o 

In additi(()n to the iiibove' 9 SA ROI2lER'lr' J. :!rdiili?NALl1 
through arr<llngements effected with M:l". SAM Co 8Pl''.fflY 9 

Executive S@«::retaI"f 9 The Alabama Service Sti!iJ.tion 
Associat icon 9 1102 South 20th Street, lBirmingh~m9 c~used 
a full page write~up and photogr~phs of RAY to oo 
published <0>n pag® 5 of the April :i.s~u~ of th@ m1irig:iilzin® 
published by th~t association. This public~tion re~~h®s 
all service stations in th@ St~t® of Al~b~m~. 

B~sed on wide~prr·~ad cover~g® t!tu:·cmgh lffi®WS 

media 9 etc. 1 numerous r@port~ h~ve been re~~ived duri~g 
the period <eov~re:d by tlhi~ 1•eport wherein citi~~n~ lhawit'll 
reported individual~ resembling RAYo Without ®~~~pti©n 
each of these inst~Jll!Ce~ received imm~di!itei ~tt®nt :iO!ill by 
Agents of the Birmingham Office and ~11 such ~~~e~ 
res:ulted in the )i:l)fb):Sitive elimin~ti©Jfill <0f the ~u~p~cted 
indi vi.duals. Re!C:ords of the:se instance~ ~r® m~ int~ iiru@dl 
i.n a separate ~ection of the Birmingh~m :file :h1 tlhi~ 
mattero 
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By <COl!llfillllllUJ.IDl.i<Cation dat<e!d April ~69 19689 th@ 
Bureau mad® available a list of motor v®hi~le~ ~tol®n in 
Alabama .as ~©mpil®d from information retain®~ ~t NCICo 
The Mobile Office 9 under date of May 6 9 1968 9 tr~nsmitt®d 
to the Birmingh~m Office a list of those v®hi~le~ ~tol®n 

· in the Birmiimgham t®rritory during the perti.n®nt p@:t'io«L 
At the pre~ent time the Birm.ingltuu!lll Off ice is ®ng~.;®d illl 
~~termining whether subj®ct RAY m~y have been respon~ible ·,~r th~ theft of one of these vehicle~ o · 

In ~ddition thereto 9 the Birmingh~m Police 
Department 9 when previou~ly cont~ct®d 9 ~~wis®~ that the 
Auto Theft Squad of that department will without exc®ption 
comp/lir@ any liatent fingerprints on any vehicle 1lllltolen in 

. ., ·the State of Georgi$! ~l!lld Jt>'i!:ite@vered ~t Birmingh!.el.m. Sp®«::; iWl.1 
,: . . · ,at tent ion has been aff@rded by the Birmingham Police 

· .• :Department to any Ciill.r reporte«:ll $tolem in Georgi~ 
.. ; •. immedhitely prior to @r shortly ~fter the «hite 9 April 69 

1968. 

In addition to the above 9 each Inter~t~te 
Transportation of Stolen Motor Vehi~le {ITSMV) ~ase 9 

which had be(e)n p®nding in the Birminglh~m Off ice involwing 
~n unknown subject either stealing a Ci!ilr in th~ Birminghi!ilm 
tewritory and abandoning same in Atl~nta t~rritory or vie® 
ver~a 9 has been review®d and special ~tt~ntion given to 
any witnesses to the theft or recovery of such wehicle. 
To date 9 no 1S1uch wit.ness has identified RAY ~t§l being a 
possible suspect i~ any of those case~o 
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The following i~vestigation was conducted by SA 
HORACE H. WILLJl:S :i.ID1 ~fill @f:fort to identify the operator of 
aIDt $Utomobile di~r,l~ying Al~~ma license tag 42-786~ at· 
Chicago 9 Illinoi~, on April 19, 19680 

In the late evening of April 19, 1968, GENll fANELL, 
Alabam~ State Trooper, Flore~ce, Alabama, advised hjs offi~e 
at Floteihl«::e :iu11d Decatur, JUaJJama, had :no recor~ of the above 
licielli~~ pl~te 11 and stated the reg;istration pertain;ing to 
th:JL&ll tag could be obtained from the Probate J-udge's Office, 
Moulton, Alabama, on April 22, 1968, 

On April 22, 1968, records o+ the Probate Jud.ge's 
Office, Moulton, Alabama, reflected the following informa~ 
tion relating to this lice~se plate. lt was is$u~d to 
EDC'.J\R F., BORDEN, Moulton, Alabama, fo:r a 1966 Chevi,-olet 
Chevelle, VIN 1381~68(or A)l76978, on March 12, 1968. 

Mrs. JUANITA JACKSON is.sued the plate, and M:ffll • 
. q_JACKSON st~t<e.id she did not reca 11 wbat the perso~ buying 
this tag looked like. After viewing a photograph of JAMES 
EARL RAY, ~he stated she had no recollectio~ of ever having 
seen an individual resembling RAY. · 

. Co~iderable inve~tigation was conducted ~pril ~2 
thr«:mgh Apl"il 2·4 9 1968, in an unsuccessful effort to iqeptify 
EDGAR F., BORDEN .. 

0~ April 24p 1968, TOM PETTUS, County, Atto~ney, 
advised h~ h~ndled ~ divol"ce- for EDGAR T. BORDEN from Cook 
County, Illinoi~, in 1951; and PETTUS' ~ecords showed that 
EDGAR To BORDEN, wife WALCIE BORDEN, had a son named EOOAR 
FLOYD BORDEN., 

Mr~. WALCIE ~JOHNSON was located on Rural Route, 
Moulton, Alabama 9 and.advised she had a son, EDGAR FLOYD 
BORDEN, who was in Alabama in March 1968 and puFchased a 
license plate for his Chevrolet Chevelle automobile at that 
time. She said this son was· now in the process of moving 
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f~om 2344 s~cl"~mento, Chic~g©~ Illinois, to 2324 Gr~~nwood 
Str.~et, San Angelo 9 Tex~~, in ©are of ERWIN BORDENo Sh~ 
d~~crib~d EDGAR FLl!JifD BORDEN ~s follows~ 

Agei 
Datftll of Birth : I ~. 

wrence County, Al~bam~ 
Height 5v 5 11

' or 6 111 

Wt'ilight 132 
Hair Dark 
Eyes Brown 
~ti tal Status Married 
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00Lonely Heartv~ Type Organizations 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA'S ROBERT M. BARRETT and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER: 

A review of the Birmingham telephone and city 
directories was made on May 14, 1968, for any "lonelr 
heart" type organizations, with negative result$. The 
only exc®ptions poted wer~ the listings for Electra­
Date Corporation, and Computa-Pate Corporation, Hcmewood, 
Alabama 9 a Birmingham suburb. 

On May 14, 1968, BILLY SELLERS, President, 
Electra-Date Corporation, #9 N.W. 23rd Avenue, Birmingham, 
Alabama, checked his records through the use of a 
computer, for any record of JAMES EARL RAY, qnder qis 
true name or known aliases, without affecting ~ny ident­
ification. He did locate a reoord for one EVERETTS, 
RAY,. P~ o. Box 4231, Memphis, Tennessee, telephone 
276-1217. This RAY is a white male, age 44, 5'8", 1.36 
pounds, does not dance, does smoke, and is a weldel'. 

SELLERS said he would carefully scru~inize all 
subsequent applications, and should he receive any fgr 
anyone having the same description, likes, dislikes and 
pref~rences as does JAMES EARL RAY, SELLERS would 
immediately notify the FBI. 

On May 14, 1968, RICHARD SAUNDERS, owner of 
Computa-Date Corporation, Homewood, Alabama, advised his 
business is engaged in pr~viding dates for both males 
and females, through an electronic computer system. ae 
added he presently has 28 offices in the Southeastern 
section of the United States, which includes the stat•s 
of Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, Florida, and Mississippi~ 
He searched his records through the use of his ~ompqt•r, 
for any record of JAMES EARL RAY, under his true name 
or known aliases, with negative results. SAUNDERS ~aid 
he would immediately notify th$- FBI should he· receive 
any application from anyone resembling J~:re;s E~~ RAY, 
in any manner, or which application would be ~.f intere~t 
to the FBI. . , . 
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