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Title marked ch~nged t© reflect the ~~bje©t 9
~ t~~e 

~ame of JAMES EARL RAY ~nd to reflect ~d.diiti@lli\~JL ~li~:;sie~ @f the 
~tJb:ject. 
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ENCLOSURES 
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ME 44-1981 
ADl\UNISTRATIVE 

• 
On April 19 9 1968 9 th® Wa~hillll.gton Field Office 

initiated a check @f file~ @ft~~ ~~~p@~t Office, Umted 
States Department @f St~te 9 c@@©®rni@g JAMES EARL RAY, 
and nothing ideDtifi~ble with RAT W®~ l@catede A further 
check is underw~y ~t the W~~~i~gt@n N~tion~l Rec@rd Center 
at Suitlaud, Maryl~nd9 in r®tir@d p~~~p@rt fil®~., 

In @rder t@ c@ve~ t~® p@~~ibility that ~ubject 
RAY m~y have recently been i~~u®@ ~ p~~~p@rt a~~ the 
record thereof b~d not b@@llll. l"®(!;)~iv~d iim W&.ig;ll:1\i1n1gtou,. Mr. 
EDWARD STOEEN, ~~~p@rt Offi@® 9 ~®@t ~ teletyp® m@ss~ge 
to ~11 passport ~gencie~. T~e P~~~p@rt Office in 
Honolulu wa~ ch@ilcked tel®p~@ooi~~ll;w "1itlhl B®g~tive results. 
0~ April 19 9 1968 9 Mro ROBERT D. JOOS~~, Acting Direct@r, 
P$~sport Office, teleph@ni©~llJ ~dvised SA KD'NETH BASER 
th~t all p~ssport ~ge~©ies b~d t®letyped W~shiugt@n that 
their rec@rds are ~eg~tive ©@@©erning Mto 

) 

Mr. JOBSON further ~dwised t~~t he h~d issued 
instructions whereby the Duty Offi@er @f the ~s~port 
Office was alerted concerning UY ~~d i@stru@tions were 
male to all p~~~port ~gencie~ to ref~r ilmlnledi~~ily to the 
nearest FBI office ~~Y i~f@r•ti@@ ©@@cer~in.g MY and his 
intended t.r~vel. 

.,l 
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• • 
The peri@d @f tlhli~ r@p@~t pr®c®d®~ the la~t period date 

of the l$J.~t reip©rt p ~~ 'thi~ ir®p@rt ©@imt~iM ill'!lvestigation which 
for rea~@n~ of brewit1 ~®r® ll'!\@t i@©luded ill'!\ th® l®~t 
report. 

L<e~d~ f@r @th®r @ffi©@~ c@ntill'!lue t@ be set out 
by more e~pediti@u~ meJ$ll'!\~ tb~ll'!\ bJ r@p@rt 9 ~ll'!\d it would 
serve ll'!\O purp©>$® t@ li~t ~u~lhl 1\.®$©!~ irnl thi~ report._ -

It should b® ll'il@t®d;: '/tllll$t :iim th® ilriltiervie"W~ 
with per~@n~ who_"W®r® ~t JiM 9 ~ @rill 9 418 S@uth Main 
Street 9 @~ tb® night @f 4/4/6~ ~t ~b@ut th® tim® @f the 
murder 9 they rep@rt S®®ing ~ wh:Jb Mu~t~ll'!lg p~rked ~lm@~t 
iIDl front @f Jim's Grill. Th® @W@®~ @f ·tbi~ Must$l!il.g h~~ 
amt beel!il. l@c~t®d ~l!lld hifil~ ll'!l@t v@l@lmt®'ril:, ©@me f@rth. 
It i$ IDl@t beli®W®@ tlhlalt tlbd.~ ioou:~rfr;fmfillg i~ pe,rtinelfi\t · t@ this 
il!il.vestig~ti@n ~~d sb@~ld @@t be ©@IDlfu~®d with the Mustang 
th~t w~s p~rke~ just south @f C~@iP® Am~eme~t C@mp~@y, 
424 S@uth Main Stre®t 9 in w~i©~ c~r it is beli@ved the 
subje~t fled fr@m the ~C®IDl®. T~® crime S©®@® di~gram 
@n p$g® 4 of refer®fill©®d M®mphi~ rep@rt i~dic~tes the 
po~iti@ns, @)f' wh~t i~ believ®@ t@ be th® ~pproxim~te 
po~iti@ns 1 of the tw@ white M~~t$@g~ ~s mefillti@l!il.®d ~bove. 

INFOllUiANTS 

All ©ffic®~ b~v® b~@@ r~~~®~t®d t@ m~int*in 
©@nt~~t 1~ thi~ m~tt®r wit~ ~rimil!llffil.1 9 ~ecurity 9 ~nd 
racial i~f@rm$~t~. 

Tlhle Memphi~ Offi©® h~~ m~i~t~i@@d ©@@t~ct with 
i~f@rm~~t$ 9 n@~e @f wh@m ~~w® b@@~ ~bl® t@ fur~i~k ~ny 
po~itiv® inf@~m~ti@rn r~i@~~i®I th@ ~~bj~©t @r bi~ 
wlhlererab@tl!t~. 

LE.AD 

MEMPHIS 

.AT HMfflKS, TED. 

Will co~tirnue eff@lt"ts t@ l@©~te th® subject. 
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UNITED slTES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Copy to: 

Report of: SA JOE C. BISTER Office: !Mf®lmllplhli~ 
Date: April 30 9 1968 

Field Office File No.: ME 44=1987 Bureau file No.: 44-38861 

Title: JAMES EARL MY; 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER K!N@ 9 J~. = VICTIM 

Character: CIVIJL RIGHTS - CO~SP!RAC'f 9 
UNLAWFUL FLI@HT TO AVOXD OONWINElOl'N'T = ROBBERY 

Synopsis: Photogrllph~ of ~Uatbjll:lct RA'l exlhlibit®d t© per~ons ~t rooming 
housei 422½ South ~~ilili St~®®t, M@mphi~ 9 to per~ons ~t 
Rebel Motel 9 Mem:phi~·,, ~nd t@ cl@rk all.t Oliver R<e:x:mll Drug 
Store 9 Whiteh~ven 9 Ten~e~~®®g vith@@t ~ffe©tifilg ~ po~itive 
identific~tion. S~le~m~lili ~t 'f@~k Arm~ 9 Memphi~, who 
~old bi~ocul~~~ indic~ted @® c@~ld n@t po~itively identify 
1968 photograph of JAMES EA~~ RAY~~ bin@~ular purchaser 
but believ~~ th~t ph@t@g~~ph i~ i~e~tic~l with purch~$er. 
Addition~l intervieiw~ 1With @~©uip//ll,mt~ of LtoirraiK».e M@tel 
set out 9 iEcl~di~g i~t®~wiew~ with Iu'~o GEORGIA M. DAVIS 
and Mr~. LUCRETIA ID, WARD, wh@ d®~c~ib~ ~ctivities immediately 
pri@r to mu~d~r. Per$@~~ wh@ w~~@ ~t Jim~s G~ill, 418 
South M~i~ Str~et9 M~mphi~p @~ 4/4/68 int®I"Vi®W~d. Infor­
mation regarding ~m~rg~l!lcy ro@m tr~itment of wi~tim KING 
$et forth. Inf@rm~ti@n r~g~rdi~g Al~b~m~ dll'iver'~ license 
~nd ~ut@m@bile ~~gi~tr~ti@~ i~ th® ~u~ @f ERIC STARVO 
GALT ~et forth. F~ll"~®ll" m~~~g®r, C~~tine~t~l D~~ce Studio, 
New Orle~l!ll~ l) Loui~i3illl'il~ 9 l@©~t@d ~!!'.Mi UJl!'il~blei ttQ> re~$,ll tha.t 
~ubject ~ttend®d thi~ ~c~@@l in N®w Orl®~~~. L~bor~tory 

~

finding~ ~®t f@rth r®g~r~i@g ®wid®~c® l@c~ted ~t M®mphiso 

I 
L~t®nt fil!'ilge~prill'ilt~ f@~~@ @~ the Re~i~gt@~ H@d®l 160 rifle, 
on the tel®~c@pi~ ~ig~t, @~ th@ bi~®~~l~r~~ @~ th® ~ew~paper, 
@n the ~fter-~h~ve l@ti@~ b@ttl®, m~d ®~ th® Schlit~ beer -
c~~ h~ve ~11 b®®l!'il id®~tifi®d with th@ fi~ge~print~ of the 
$Ubject. HARRY SER@ 9 f@~m®r j~ilm~t® ~t Mi~~@uri St~te 
Penitenti~ry, int~rview@d. A~diti@n~l pe~~Ol!il,S who resided 
Economy' Rooming H@us® 9 2l~08 B:igbl®nd Ave111rn1e ~ Bill"milli!.gham» 
located ~nd interwiew~dp with l!il,®~~tive ~e~ults. Memphis 
City Engineer me~st11~®©! «H~·h1m1~® fr@m -wwlhi@l'® ~b@t fired to 
wher~ victim st~uck ~~ 2@1 f~®t~ IH VIEW OF TD CRIME.FOR 
WHICH SUBJECT JBEXH@ S010/@Er, HE SHOtirlLiltflBE C~NSIDERED .ARDD nm nimnmoos ,, · 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI._ It is the· property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
· its contents are not J;o be distributed 'outside your agency. 
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• • FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A_p_r_i_l_2_5_,~1_9-~_8-,-..,,_,.,. 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS, 
Apartment 6B, 422½ South Main Street, Memphisp Tennessee. 
STEPHENS said the 1955 and 1960 photograph~ of RAY were not 
familiar to him, but he advised the 1966 profile photograph 
of RAY appearing in Wanted Flyer 442-A, April _19, 1968, and 
Identification Order 4182 dated April 20, 1968, looked like 
the man he saw in Apartment 5B o~ April 4, 1968, talking to 
Mrs. BESSIE BREWER.' STEPHENS said he only saw the manws 
profile in the boarding house and as a result could only say 
the profile photograph of RAY in 1966 looked very mu~h like 
the above mentioned man in Room 5B. 

STE~HENS said he had never seen the bedspread or 
any similar bedspread either at the rooming house or anywhe~e 
else. 

5 

On __ 4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at Memphis P Te:nnes~ee File# Memphis 44.-1987 

SA STEPHEN M$ DARLINGTON:jap 4/25/~8 
by ----------------------Date dictated------.,.,...,,.~~ 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of ti:\e FBI and i1;1 loaµed to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date _..:,.,A=p=r-=i=1_2=5::;...,,.,.., . ...;:1::-::9;:..:::6~8:.._....,-

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, 
Tennessee, April 4, 1968, were ~hown to Mr. WILLIAM CHARLES 
ANSCHUTZ, Apartment 4B, 422½ South Main Street, Memphi$, 
Tennessee. He advised none of the men in the photographs 
were familiar to him and that he would not be able to 
identify the man he saw running down the hall on April 4, 
1968, in the late afternoon after hearing the noise which he 
thought was a shot, as the man was covering his face with 
his arm as he ran down the hall® 

6 

On _4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at __ M_e_m_p_h_i_S_;_9_T_e_n_~_e_~_~_e_e ___ File # Memphis 44-1987 

SA STEPHEN Me DARLINGTON:jap 4/25/68 
by ------------~----------Date dictated-------~~-

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

·-r---------------
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• FD-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES" GATION 

1 April 25, 1968 Date_,...-;.:,,_,-,---_ _..,..._,--,-,-..,..,....,~ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY ta¥n 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered attMemphis, April 4, 
1968, were shown to Mrs. BESS IE RUTH BREWER,', Room No¥ 2 , 
422} South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. :.She said she 
had looked at the bedspread on April 4, 1968-, _when it was 
displayed to her after being recovered by the Memphis Police. 
She said the bedspread did not come from her rooming house 
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her 
life. Mrs. BREWER said none of the men in the photographs 
shown her were familiar to her. She further advised that 
she did not believe she would recognize the man using tbe 
name JOHN WILLARD if he were to 0 walk up and say hello to 
me right now.u She said she did not look at the man 
called WILLARD i

1squarely in the face" and as a resu.l t, does 
not think she will be able to identify him. 

7 

On April 24, \P68 Memphis, Tennessee File # __ M_em_p:::;__h_i_s_4~4-•~1~9~8_7-,..,-__,...,,-

by __ S_A_S_T_E_P_H_EN __ M_~_D_AR_L_IN_G_TO_N___:: J=-
0 

a-=p'-----Date dictated __ 4_/_2_5_/6_8_· ~~~,_.. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI Md is loaf\ed to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

- .. 
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• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A_,p=--r_i_l~2_5-<--,_1_·96_8 __ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, Tennessee, 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. BERTIE L. REEVES, Apartment 3, 
422·½ South Main Street, Memphili», Tennessee. He advised none 
of the men in the phQtographs were familiar to him and that 
he had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread similar to it. 

8 

On __ 4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at ___ M_e_m..;:.p_h_i_s_:,;__T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ___ File # __ M_e_m..;:.p_h_i_s_4,.....4_-_1_9~8~7-· __ 

by __ S_A_S_T_E_P_H_E_N_M_,,_D_~_R_L_I_N_GT_O_N_~ J_
0 

a_p _____ Date dictated -~4_/_,2,--5_/_6_8_.....,,--,,.,.,....,..,... 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loanE!d to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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• FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A-=p:._r_i_l_2_5--'-,;----...1_9_6~8-~ 

Mr~ FRANK BREWER, Room No. 2, 422½ South Main 
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised he never saw the man 
registered as JOHN WILLARD at the boarding house. 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966 1 and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mro BREWER,and he advised none 
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him. He 
also stated be bad never seen the bedspread or any bedspread 
!Similar to it. 

4/24/68 Memphis 9 Tem1e~~ee Memphis 44-19~_1 __ · On _______ at _______________ File#----------,--,.:..'----,-,,.,,.........._, 

SA STEPHEN M$ DAR~l_NG_TON:jap 4/25/6R 
by ------------'----------Date dictated -------"-:,_. "'~-~__,,... 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · • t. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) • • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A~p,,__r_i_l_· _2_5...<,.,_'1_9_6_8 __ 

Mrs~ CHARLIE STEPHENS 9 Apartment 6B, 422t South 
Main Street, Memphis 1 Tennes$ee, advised she never saw the 
man registered into Room·5B on April 4, 1968, as.she was 
sick in bed that entire week. · ' 

Photegraphs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mrs. STEPHENS, and she advised 
none of the men in the photographs were familiar to her. She 
als0 stated she had never seen the bedspread or,any 
bedspread similar to it before~ 

10 

On __ 4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at __ M_e_m~p_h_i_s~'~T_e_n_n_e_:s_s_e_e ____ File # __ M_e_m__,,,_p_h_i_s_._4_4_-_1_9_8_7~~-

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON:jap 4/25/68 
by -----------------------Date dictated---------~ 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

w • WW 
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ME 44-1987 
JWB:ngm 
1 

• e 

Various photographs of ERIC S. GALT were shown to 
the following individuals on April 18, 1968, by SA's JOHN W. 
BAUER and HARLEY E. GYLFE at Memphis, Tennessee: 

BESSIE BREWER, 422½ South Main Street; 
FRANK BREWER, 422½ South Main Street; 
CHARLES STEPHENS, 422½ South Main Street; 
ANNA CHRISTINE KELLY, Manager, Rebel Motel, 

3466 Lamar.Avenue; · 
HENR!ET'l'A HAGEMASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel Motel, 

3466 Lamar Avenue; 
VIC'roR DUPRET, owner, Rebel Motel, ~466 Lamar 

Avenue; 
SARA LOVING, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue; 
SADIE MC KAY, maid, Rebel, Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue. 

The above individuals stated that the photographs 
shown to them of ERIC s. GALT do not in any way loQk famiiiar 
to them. 

11 
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PERSONS AT REBEL MOTEL 
3466 LAM.AR AVENUE 
MEMPHIS• TENNESSEE 
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date April 23 a 196.8 

Mrso HENRIETTA HAGEMASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel 
Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, ~emphis, Tennessee, was 
shown various photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and advised 
that none of these photographs looked familiar to her. 
She added that she still felt that she would he unable 
to reco,nize the individual who registered at the motel 
as ERIC s. GALT even if she had a face-to-face confrontation 
with him. 

13 

On _4_/_2_2_/_6_8 __ at Memphis , Tennessee File # _M_e_m_p_h_i_s'---.--4_4_-_1_9~8_7 __ ~ 

by SA JOHN Wo BAUER :tjm Date dict&ted __ 4_/_2_, 2....,./_6.....,8~--~ 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaQed to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency . 
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______ _. ______________ L__----L~ 

ME 44-1987 
JWB:cjs 
1 

Variollll~ photograph~ of JAME.S IARL RAY: wer,~ shown't 
,th~ following ind:ivi©Ju.als Oilll April 19,' 1988, by SA JOHN ,W .:, 
BAUER at thie Rebel Rf:[61t~11.u:oant r 3464 'Lamar, Avenue, Memph:i's';, 
Tennessee : 

GEORGE D. BUNNELLp, OWlril(e,l".,e Repel Restau,rant; 

METHEL STACKS, waitr®Jsis, "Rebel Rest~urant; . ' 
• ' .1 l :•" ' 

,, •i'' • . ·• 

JOYCE B. FOIJLIS~ waitresS,1 Rebel Restaurant; 

JUANITA WILSON 9. cook 9 Rebel Restaurant;. 

L. V. CAMPBELL~ cook, Rebel Restaurant. 

The above individual~ stated the photographs '$Ji:'.// 
to them of JAMES EARL RAY are not in any way familiar to 

• I 
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OLlffl R'EXALL DRUG S,TORE 
WH!ffl$lVD, TENNEssn 
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e • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ 4=/-=1=9;.,,.../-=6=8 __ ,,_,..,..~ 

Mrso PEGGY BROWNP 4810 Richland, was interviewed 
at her place of employment·,p Oliver Rexall prugstore, Highway 
51 South, White Haveno Tenbesseen at which tirne s,.he viewed 
the photograph of £RIC STA~VO GALT wherein\_GALT ;is depicted 
with his eyes clos~ ~rid slt~ furnished the :folL::•.-v:Lng information: 

She stated that t 1f;ds photograph g'enerally .depicts 
the individual who was in t]:ie druf1$40re on:1,April. 3, 1968, She 
advised that the individua.111: in th~ store w~rJ genera-lly 
of the same age as GALT., l1ad the s,ame color, hair, and 
similar type complexion. _;i Photogra\1h of GALr,/i appeared to 
resemble the individual ;i.,n t:he manner of buj).ld it}. a general way~ 
She advised that she is ~mable to s~y if th1is is, '-th'~ sb.me 
person who was in the st~re. She Ct.\uld not;; say whether the 
facial characteristics d~picted in th~ phot~1.graph are similar 
to the man who made the p'ur<i!has~. She advh\i~d she does n,ot 
have a good recollectio~ of the person and'~~Y be able to 
identify this individual if she were to see \~min person. 
She could not comment regarding the eyese no~, and oth:er facial 
characteristics depicted in the photograph as,she· does'cnot know 
if they are s.imilar to the customer who purch~ed the Gillette 
razor kit. ~ 

' 
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• FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A~p~r_1._· 1_2_5_, ,.....,,....,1_96...,....,,,8....,,..,...._ 

Mr. RALPH MEREDITH CARPENTER, 4844 Durbin Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee, a sale~man at the York Arms Company, 
162 South Main Street, Memphi~~ wa~ shown a group of picture$ 
taken on different date~ of JAMES EARL R4Yv FBI No. 405 942 G, 
Mr. CARPENTER said of the picture of RAY taken March 28, 1955, 
that he could not eliminate this as being a picture of the 
individual to whom he had sold a pair of Bushnell binoculars 
on April 4, 1968. He said that the purchaser of the binoculars 
did not have any beard or mustache but his facial features 
resembled those in the March 28 9 1955, photograph of RAY. 
CARPENTER said the 1968 picture of JAMES EARL RAY, as shown 
on the current Wanted Flyer, Number 442-A, looks more like the 
binocular purchaser than any picture he has seen to date. 
CARPENTER mentioned that he does not recall a protrudi~g left 
ear of the customer and did not note any scar on his fac~. He 
said he could not positively identify this 1968 picture of 
JAMES EARL RAY as being a picture of the binocular purchaser 
above mentioned, but he believe~ that it is. 
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F-RAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO. 

J; Date. April 16 P 196~. ~ · · 
.l 

< r 
. ( I 

Mr~ .. NORMAN (GEORGIA M.,) .DAVIS, 733 Cecil Avenu:it,e, _ ··p 
:touisville, Kentucky, was interviewed :lilt her residelll\ce. t.l)JIJl,a; (' 

furnished the following information~ ,_____;,.---~,;~ 
---=-~ ·t:, 
~ - . ., ' 

She is a Kentucky State Sen:ar-tor -f,irom the 33r•d ·. ~ 
District of Louisville 9 Kentucky. She is also a Bo~rd member f · 
and Chairman of the Finance Committee of the Kentucky Chlt-i,stian :_·.:.~; 
Leadership Conference (KCLC) which is affiliated with the 
Southerllll Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). 

Mrs. DAVIS in the company of Mrso LUK.IE WARD ~nd Rev. 
A.Do WILLIAMS KING of Louisville, Kentucky, were·in Memphis 9 

Tennessee at the Lorraine Motel on April 4, 1968. Their pur­
pose was to participate in a march scheduled in Memphis 9 

Tenruessee for April&, 1968; to be led by the late Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KINtG, .JR, Mrs. DAVIS volurnteered the following as b,ck­
ground data concerning .the activities cf herself 9 Mrs. WAR'D and 
Revo A.D., WILLIAMS KING.immediately prior to their visit to 
Memphis 9 Tennessee. 

On March 23 9 1968, Mrs~ DAVIS and Mrs. WARD left 
Louisville 9 Kentucky 9 traveling in Mrs. WARDvs Cadlillt.llc automo­
bile9 to go to Fl<Olrida for a vacation. On the night @f March 
23? 1968 9 they stayed at a Holiday,, llllln Mol'tel Jllie&llr Bil!."mingham 9 

Alabaimai 9 possibly located on 1Iighway,,3L The next d~y they drove 
to Fl~rida where they stayed at a Howar4 Johnson Motel in the 
vicinity of Foirt Waiilton Beach. On March-'-2J>, 1968 9 tlh.tey dl:irove to 
Palllla\lll'Mil City" Flor:id.a 9 where they rented ki tcbem.ette #4 of.' tlhle 
Treasures Isl:mnd Motel which was. opeurated by BUD FIASTJrNGS and 
his wife FRANCES., These individuals also owneHi'"the nearby 
Sunglow Motel. When Mrs .. DAVIS and .Mrs. WARD occup;ted kitchenette 
#4 at the Treasures Island Motel, no other individu~~s were 
occupying the motel. · 

Olm Apiril 1, 1968, Rev. A ,.D. WILLIAMS KING of Louis= 
ville flew to Panama City and was met at the 2irport by Mrs. 
WARD and Mrs. DAVIS, and on that date, he occupied the kitchenette· 

' On __ 4_="""1'""'5_-_6_8 __ at Louisville. Kentucky File# LS 44-947 
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• 
. next to #4 at the Treasures Island Motel believed to be #5. 

About 9:30 ~Lm. 9 April 3 9 1968 9 Mrs., WARD 9 Mrs. DAVIS 
and Rev. KING left Treasures Island Motel in Mrs, WARD's auto= 
mobile for the purpose of going to Memphis 9 Tennessee, to parti= 
-cipa te in the scheduled- Apri 1 5, 1968 9 march. Mrs. WARD left 

·. some of her clothing in kitchenette #4 at the Treasures Island 
Motel as she planned to· return to the motel after the march for 
further .vacationingo Mrs. DAVIS does not believe that the owners 
of the motelp the HASTINGS, knew at the time Mrs. DAVIS and her 

.. comparmions left the motel that . they were going to Memphis 9 but • · 
the HASTINGS did know that Mrs$ WARD planned to.returlrll in a few 
days to the motel • 

. Mrs. DAVIS later learned that when Mrs. WARD 11 because 
of the death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KJ!NG 9 decided ID!.Ot :.to further 
vaication in Florida and had flown to Panama City on'April 6 9 

1968 9 to obtain the remainder of her clci,:thing 9 that Mr.· and · 
Mrs. HASTING~ had. expressed some displeasure to M,rs. WARD.. · 
about having as guests Mrs. WARD 1 Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A.D. 
WILLIAMS KING. Mrs. DAVIS believed the HASTJINGS oll:'igillllally 
came from Birmingham and recalled that Rev. A oD. WILLIAMS KING : .· 
used to pastor a church there. 

l 
\ 

I 
t 
I 

• i 
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Mrs. :.DAVIS and Mrs. WJUID· and Rev. KING arrived in · i 
Memphis 9 TeJI1t1ru?issee from Pana.ma City 9 Florida 9 and registered· ·· ··· ·.;,, ··/ 
at the Lorraine Motel at about l a .. me 9 April 4 9 1968. Rev. i· 
KING and Mll"s. JJlAVIS- did the registering and Mrs. DAVIS (Q)ccupied I 
Room 201 and Mrs. WARD Room 207. · 

Immediately upon their arrival at the Lorraine 
Motel 9 Mrs. WARD, Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A.,D. WILLIAMS KING started 
making inquiry Qf other guests at the motel as to the where­
aboutsr of Rev. KING 0 s brother 1 Dr. MART.IN LUTHER KING. He could 
not be located at the motel and HOSEA WILLIAMS remarked that 
Dr. KING was at a strategy meeting at a church 9 the name of 
which Mrs. DAVIS recalls as the Church of the Mimimal Salary 
(Phonetic). Mrs. WARDp Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. KING then went to 
the church but Dr. KING was.not there. Rev. 'ANDREW YOUNG and 

. some other people, identities not known to Mrso DAVIS but 
appearing to be possibly local pastors and ministers» were hold~ 
ing a meeting at the church. A m:ain called 99CABBAGE 0v was speak­
ing at the meeting when Mrso DAVIS and;ner companions arrived 9 · 

"'. 
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but· Mrs. DAVIS aimd her ·compam.ions did not stay a't the meeting . · 
upon learning Dr. KING was not there Mrs. DAVIS and her com= 

· panions went to a smaller room in the church where they met' -~ 
Rev. JESSE JACKSON from Chicago 9 Illinois and conversed with 
Rev. JACKSON for a few minutes. 

Mrse DAVIS $1.Jnd her companions thereafter returned to 
the Lorraine Motel arriving about 3 a.m. 9 and the three of them 
went to Ro«»m 207. · Her~ ·they conversed among themselves with 
the door to the motel room open f«»r about an hou~ or an hour 

· and a lh1imlf at which point Mrs. DAVIS _bap]P)enei'd to observe a taxi 
cab 9 ide~tity rnot recalled, arriving ~t the m@tel ~@d to depart 
from the c~b Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 9 Rev. RALPH ABElmATHY 9 · 

and Rev. BERNARD.LEE. Mrs. WARD immediately went «»ut aliMl,in­
vited the three individuals into Rqom 207. Doctor KING and~ 

) . . 

r 
' : 

his companions joined Mrs. DAVIS and her comp~nions in Room ~. 
207. After approximately five minutes Revs. ABERNATHY-and.__ · . . . . 
LEE left the room, presumably to go to their own rooms. Mre~ 
DAVIS 9 Mrs·. WA}W, Dr. KINQ aQd Rev. K~NG remained in Room.207 
until about 5- a .m. when Dr. KING left 9 &Mlvising he wais going to 
Room 306. 

During the conversation by the-'.above inc,Jividu:als in 
Room 207 no one made any mention of indicition that they 'were 

-, fearful of 1a1ny attempt· being made that day Ollll Dr. KINCPs l.ife • 

. , After Dr. KING left Room 207, Mrs. DAVIS also iift 
· '~ the room a.nd went to Room. 201. About one-half hour l:a1 te,r 9 

, Dr. KING came to Room 201 and visited wi tb. M:irs .· DAVIS f~r about 
/ an hour 9 the talk consisting of general matters 9 Ml"so DAVIS 

remembering specifically that during this time she ;meill.tion-ed_.',:s·c.~ 
to Dr. KING that Miss KATHERINE PEDIN of Kentucky was running 
for UoS• Senato!" from Kentucky 9 and Dr. KING indicated he had 
met Miss PEDIN as she had interviewed him as-a member of .the 
President 0 s Commission on Civil Disorders. Also during this 
visit Mrs. DAVIS told Dr KING that in view of the.march in 
Memphis 9 Tennessee having been rescheduled from April 5 to . , ·. · 
April 8 9 1968 9 Mrs. DAVIS would probably not remain in Memphis . ; .. 
over the weekend 9 but would return to Louisvillea However 9 Dr. 
KING asked that before Mrso DAVIS made a final decision he. 
would like to talk to her further about this but that he had 
to leave as he had a strategy meeting planned in Room 306 at 
8 a.m. 9 April 4 9 196~ 9 .and he anticipated he would re=contact, 

I 

22 
I. . .- q,...,! 

_., 
'-, ----c-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



--
. '.::/;,;.•Ls 44 ... 947 

4 

·her about her decision about noon; April 4 1 1968. 
• I 

Shortly·after Dro KING left Room 201 9 Mrs. WARD 
joined Mrs. DAVIS in Room 201 where. they had coffee and con­
versed ulliltil albout noon when Mrs. WARD left. About.l p.m .. 

·. or 1 ~30 p.m. Dr. Kll:NG returned to Room 201 and advised Mrs. 
DAVIS that he needed to relax for a short while and left 
Room 306 so as not to be bothered unless important matters 

. occurred. From Room 201 Dr. KING phoned Room 306 and spoke 
· .. with Rev •. LEE advising Rev. LEE as to his whereimbouts alI!lldl 

~ ill1lf«»rmed Rev. LEE he did not want to be disturbed! ullllless 
it was allil important matter. While in Room 201 on this occasion 
Dr. KING made severtail phone. calls using· a. cl"edli t .-<e:~rd. Mrs. 
DAVIS recalls that Dr. KING phoned his secretary 9 DORA McDONALD, 
in Atlanta, Georgia 9 ~nd also made a call to New York 9 identity 1 

of person called not specifically remembered.by Mrs. DAV!S 9 but 

. ' 
'" i-

possibly being a STAN LEVINS~N (phonetic) or a (First Name , 
J UlDlkltll.OWllll) WACHTEL .{phonetic) a1s Mrs. DAVIS had heard Dr o KING /:: 

_..,, speak of these individuals. . .. :·, 

~ . . Thereaf~er as Dr. KING was just dialing !:'is m<>th~: 
1.n Atlanta 9 Geoirg1.a 9 Rev. A ,.Do WILLIAMS KING came 1nto Room · .. : 
201 a!l!'!\d Dr. KING alnl.d Rev. A .. D. WILLIAMS KING co1rnversed w:i. th .. /' 
their mother telephonically for a few minutes. About 45 
minutes later Revs.ABERNATHY and LEE came to Room 201 and Mrso 

,:,· •·· DAVIS then phoned Mrs. WARD and invited her to Ro.i:rm 201Q Mrs •. 
· · · · .. WARD did come to Room 201 ~ , . ,. 

Shortly after M.irs. WARDvs arrival in Room 201-9/Mrs. I 
WARD left to pick up some cleaning for Mrs. DAVIS at a laundry, ! ,, 

·and dry cleaning store 9 name not recalled 9 located at Beale ; 
a.ri.dl Third Streets. in Memphis. Mrs., WARD had takel!ll the clean= ,.:.- r 
ing to this location earlier on April 4 9 1968 9 for Mrs. DAVIS, : ! 
probably about 10 aom. and as Mrs. DAVIS recalls 9 she had b~~-· ::.:;....~· 
accompanied on that occasion by Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS--KIN~ · ; --~ ~-- ...... ' . . 

During the absence of Mrs. WARD from Room.201 9 ; 

CHAUNCEY ESKRlOOE 9 the attorney from Ch.icago 9 and Rev. ANDREW > 
YOUNG 9 came to Room 201. Mrs. WARD returned from her visit · 
to the laundry very shortly thereafter 9 making a total of 
eight individuals in the room. The above eight individ'Ua\ls 
conversed genertail'ly until about 5:45 p.m.pwhen Dr~·K.JCMG·,:a11rt!llounced 
that he was going to dinner at the home of Rei. BILLY KYLES 
in Memphis and he invited Mrs. DAVIS to join him for.dinner 
at the RevereJrul9 s home. She advised him that she would lllleed 
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ab{O)ut 15 mim.llt~s' or so to freshen up and be sta.ted he would 
:· go to his roo~ and freshen up and wait for her.. Mrs. DAVIS _ 
. had just completed her prepara,tion for leavlng for dinner be~ 

_ c~use. she recalled that rshe wasi . standing in front of a mirror 
· with her raincoat · on taking a Ji.as t . look ais to her app,eiaran¢e·: .. -. 
when she heard· a shot •. She was stunJIH'ld for just an instant .. 
but then immediately went outside the room and heard :someone,,::' 
·yellr Dr. KI_NG htaid just been shot. She looked up.~OW&a!rds; ·,· - .. 
Room 306 and saw what she. is convinced were -Dr.· KING'si· ·feet 
on the balcony protruding slightly over the· edge.· ·There• was ·· • ·· , 
~onsiderable-confusion and panic and polir,e ~rrived almost · · 
immediately. Mrs. DAVIS cannot be entirely. certain· of· · 
immediate events following, but as she recalls Rev. ,JACKSON: 
was in the motel courtyard at the time she want out of Room 201 
as was Mrs. WAR~. Mrs. DAVIS immediately proceeded up to 
where"Dr. KING was lying.and rem~irmed in that vicinity u.ntil 
Dr. KING was .taken away in an ambulance which Mrs. DAVIS esti­
mates was_ approximately 10 minutes after she h~d heard the shot. 

. . ' 

, Mrs. DAVIS can recall no incident which she observed 
· after coming out of Room 201 after the shot h11d been fired which · !

1
i 

.. she feels l'llrms Sl'ny bearing on a.scertllaining the identity of the 
individual respormsible for the, shot. 

Afte·r. D.ir. KJ!NG h~d been taken from the motel· in an 
ambulalll\ce, Mrs. DAVIS recalls that Rev.' JACKSON w~s~n the 
courtyaurd and gave a pr-ess statement. ·· Tlhlereiafter Mrs. DAVIS · f,·. 

went to the motel .office where slhle found Mrsi" •. WARD who Wa\S" -~ . ;,_ 
· orde:rinng coffee. Then Mrs. DAVIS and a man Mrs. DAVIS recalls"' 1 

· as a HAROLD MILLER 9 ·. possibly a local minister from Memphis or · ~- ! 
Atlanta 9 W•~nt to Room 207 to advise Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING~~: 
the slblooting of his 'brother. Rev. KING was asleep .and they · · ,,_ 1 
did not_ succeed in siiWakening him~ · Thereai.fter Mrs.· WARD came ! 
to Room: 201· and Mrs. DAVIS and the mam she believes was named .;. 
MILl.iER left tne room. ':,\. 
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I' • 
Mrs. WARD and Mrs. DAVIS should spend-the evening ~ta 
Howard Johnson Motel in Memphiso Mrs. WARD and Mll:'s. DAVIS . 
together with i'ndividuals not now recalled went to the Boward 
Johnson Motel where Mrs. WARD registered for the ·two of them, 
but the plans again changed ras Mrs. DAVIS recalls .HOSEA 
WILLIAMS indicated that Mrs. DAVIS and her companions should 
return to th.e Lor.raine Motel f·or the evening. Mrs. WARD aQd · 
Mrs. DAVIS were .then driven in M:rs . WARD Os car by ain unknown 
individual back to the Lor:taine Motel where they entered Ro:om 
201. A short time later Rev .. KYLES brought Rev~ A.D. WILLIAMS 
KING biaick to the motel '.at which point Mrs. WARD left ,-R.<010>m :2.01. 
Mrs. DAVIS ~p,eint. -the remaindel' of the night by hrerself in 
Room 201. \. · 

On Friday morn:inlti- .. April 5 0. 1968 9 Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS 
·KING left the L@rraine :Mo:tel tO?. go to the airport to meet the 
wi.fe of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING- Wh.o wais arriving in Memphis' on 
that :morningo ·•., . 

· Mr's. WARD and! Mrs. DAVIS lef i'···M~mphis 9 Tenllllessee, 
about 9 SLll11!\ 09 Apll."il 5, 1968 9 and drove to·A~lanta 0 Gec.irgia. 

'•, 

Mrs. DAVIS advised that dhmring her ~t'ar in D!emphis, 
on April 4 ... 5 9 1968 9 she personailly had receivea·'·:llllO threats 
against her life nor does shelhl.ave ainy knowledge of""-anyolllle 
a\t the Lorraine Motel being specific:ailly threatalll\ed on that 
occasion. 

.. 
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M1t':Sl, ,]A~-PE.R. IDtt <(Li'UCRE1'lA B!'} WARl3~ ~l:so kll'li!QiWJ.r./c1a1s: 
.tiukie Vl~E'd 9 2540 Bunsd-~11 9 t.©ui~Vil1Leg Kerri1tu~ky 9 wo,1~ iini.1teill:'­
viewed in the @ffic:e @:t t.he F'~dl~.it'al F,1uLJr'ei~u @f !ll1lvenstig~ tiir»llll , 
(:FE!} 9 l@u i.s vi J1. le 9 Kentucky 9 ~Klld .f't11E'llill.1Slhved! th® f@1LIL@w ilrug 
inf©E'm~ ti.on;: · 

r(oiJr the Jl')>;J\-s; t $eVieiir'~l y<eiii\:ir'S she has ~ie.1rv®<dl 2si ~«llmiimi~..;, 
tralt.ive :aialsi:st~ililt tlQl Reve1Jrei.md A,.D,. tHJ,,LJAMS: K!Nf'G @f Uc»1Udsvillte$ 
Ken tu<t"!:k.y .~~d~~ 5(!;l(b';.Jt'<et:ffir'f of the Kellllt1Ulrcky Clblr.'i:~titml!il L1!:1:a1idler·:sill1ip 
C@!!i1fe)t"fHtil\'C<e (KCt,C? .a1t Lir»iLliisv-ilh;1~ Kentutc.k:,, $Jfil, ,]r:f.fiJliiln;e @f' the 
Sou t lt,W>' '!f.' .. rlJ (';lti\1(' i.sJ t, bl\ ll"i\ L.fJ<i1\ d<~ Jr!S lhd jp (;;(l)[il f (j;'/ )1;'€1' fil!(C;~ (( SC!1. (;); , 

Abot,JJt midiim:u.glh,t Ji,.p.1.f'U .. $ v 19J68 9 @lf.' slh©.>.:aotly t!tMSll!'.'e~fte:ir 
@i!i A!rl!t' i l 4 9 l 9)6\ij 9 • i1,f;r>1Sl. WARD i.n tlb1~ ,;;;;«:i)mp~11l'lly @f M1l"~ • <CT,·EtORGltA 
DAVJIS (Q)Jf l1<©lU1i'.€ll v UJL e 9 Kellll itlltie;ky 9 ~ · B©falirtdl mceimt>mt co>if · the KCLC . i!:ll!n1dl 
-Bl Kreintucky ~5:t<\1.lte S<!:11101~1to.1t· :f.ll.~«:»li11ll Loulsllfill~i~ 1.u11d thcei Re~®I'eJJ!Ml 

- A.De WJOL:LIAM:S; KIi~~, <0,>f KCJLC ,sllITil©l p~s;tt;@r· «»:f thie Zi(ij)fill EilllJP>ti.~t 
. Clm\UI.Ir'Clh1 J,Jlil }L(>)U].8:V'l1.1l].,e~ ~i.l't'.'lt'ivrerl! ili'.i! ~M~mplhli:S.1p 7'erl\!li1~JS~®~g ln J1JJ:'Slo 
! \WJU'tD''s JL967 C@1<dlil.1w.cc y be~U'.'ing 1968 KeJ.l'Jlt.\llllCky ]_].(;;®I!)]~;~ K19=4410 

I 

Tlb1e _pu.lr'p@SJe @f the:li)'f'.' visit 'Ito il.1@n®ipfu.t.is 9 '1'111:~nllllesse® wa$ to JPllllC'ti= 1 . 

cipBte in a scheduled mmrch there on April 5 9 1968 to be led ,~/ __ ~-
7 

lby :rt:ir: < Mit1m:1n?~ L!v1."}IBR KJ\'N:i'.ft9 ,:m;;~., ;wir:s;. WARC ~lrlHli h•~!'il'.' COfilffil)})ei.\:tJlitOl!lJ~ 

l'eg::il.:f'i1t;eJr~d 'iutr. ·U-.1.CB t«:>ilt.".ll:':a1i!Dl® ~otel cQl<ct::-IUijp,ylirig IJ.(O)@:m~ 20:JL :rund 207 o 

Mtt:'~ o ~t A Rn 1ohd! l!il((}) t 1L<e:?t\ ~-e t.lbie f:.,_.0,)1:'f','1, i ri)lf:,) M«:~tf'/] .f.lr"©lln 

the t.i.l.1.~e @f r,;~:.r.· 1ai:r·1riw'll1ll. \\lJ,lDltil :a:dtel'(" th~) s,lh\(QJlQ)ting <t))f !DJ1t'o 'v'!ART'IN 
·;; -·•.·l_)JT!lt'Rlll KTN{;. ,'ll',t tlh~ l!lm.©1tel ~t .~~<Out 6\ )PlofflL tl))l(i; ,~]PJ.lr'idl '~v ].96~, , 

· ·-~nt:c~pt :f@t' \OJitl\® @c0rc:ifl1.\'ll!l@w,1. · ·rtrtr;; w~1~ lirn tlbYe ,a\.ft®lf'IDl©)coxm @f. Ap:iril,4· 9 

1968~ jpJ@S~ibly @.!lt;'())llJlJ!lid 3 p.IDIL1 _whelm Mll'.'S:o VOUlln left t.brB Jnm(Q.)te,-l'to 
go to iill r.1eiilU'ibly liB! urrM1llr:'Y ~- 'l?IX.aic t l@ciiil ti@@ l!ll@t l'e~ai lled 9 bl!.li. t / the 
rn~me @f the l1a1u1md.ir-·y b®Jlieiwed t@ ,be Oir11®-~0Mour !M!ai1r•tiliiliziirug o The 
·pulfp@se @f IThar going to the l~u101dt.r·y WiffiSi to pick UJtJl s@me cl@thes 
th~t weire the.Jr'~ :it'®:BJ<d!.y f01rdlelive1r·y·t@ ;i!,u.t"s.J~ GEORGIA :!Di.~Vli'.SL When 
Mrs'¢ WARD lt'eturne<di fJJ:'«:))l!il]_ the l:ffiUID.l<dl:iry p she j(Q)ih'll®d /a\ g.Jt'@Up that ---~ --
was g&llthered in R@©!P!ll 201 @f U1le ;~01r':r>~:i1rw M@teL As.: ~lh\~1,----re·earls 
ti1e individ:tJ'.lll.Ji,S: in the lr'@oirnx. were Dr,,___Jk,~'TJ:N lJi:TBEr~_: 9 JE.e 9 

Rev, RAf..PH A:B!;;RN,A\T1-r'if 9 Re\/!, lfNDREW Y{)U)'i.fC~ 9 .!\\tt@Jr.lt1l,sy C1'[~u;~c:n;y 
I:$KR I DCE 9 R1ev .,_.. F:ERJ/>YA"'rtlr} f-EE 9 Bew. .A.,£:~ tfll;;-".l, !A:\IIS K!.N/Q; &l..:nitrll lf!"~. 
1GEQP,G<ifA D~,VHL -. 
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The caib«:!lve glt'olUlp rem:rdned together eng~ging in jlillst ·l 
general conversi!ltion uunitil approxi.m~tely 5~40 p.m., April 4 9 ·:,J, 
1968 9 . ~ t whic,.fr'h timi/'3 the g1r«:»up ·aecideid th.at they would go t«» , i, 

· dis:im.er, ~nd the itmdividuals left to g@ to thei:r v~ri@usi .r·o©>m.s ·1' 
to freshen up .for dlimruer. :Mrs. WARD left Room 201, ilrll the { 
company of Rev. A .D. WlLI~IAMS KING ~ndl the two of them 1J111ent ~ 
to ~oom 207. R~v. A,, D. wn,JI,,JAMS KING had part2kerm of some t 
alc1Cholic beve.lrage:s during • the af'te:1t:•1moon !ind! had dl®©ided to li-

. rest rlither than join the g:r@up for diimne:rr. App:t©Ximlli1tely 1 ( 

·15 = 20 minutes ~ft.eir arriving in R4.'»@m 207 lit which timE9 Rev. ~-, 
A., D. Vw ,.1J.JL:trAMS :tO:NG · wais sleepilrllg, Mrs • WARD lmeal'd 11 Sl h@t. f•. 
She imme;Ua te ly cpeJrnehili the ltllocr to 'the t'OJ(/j)m a\@d 1(/j)oked out r£nd !/' 

-~ ~heiaird someolllle yell that. D.w. MARTIN LUTHER KJ!NG lh\a1d just been . . . L 
'' sihot. The mi.ews st1!.llll'llnedl Mr's. WARD Slradl while silh\e CaiJlll D:llot 'be / · ~ 

exactly ce:rt~ilin @f her exact mi0wemeimts immeHtilia.tely th.ereHaft~ 
as she rec~1.Jls up@ftll herdl.ring the 1mews she briefly ire=entelired • · · .... · ·. ··.· + 
Room 207 f6l!IT!.<dl theirn imme<dli!!teJLy went o'Ut into the c@11artyar©I of· : . · ;, >:i:i,} 
the mott)l.. Tlhvera wai!Sl mu«;;h ccn:fu~i«:»1lll 1'1Jndl police weiI!:'e inedia tely · L 
in the :ai.wea.. Mrs. WJU/l.!» obserive11dl miothing which giaivia hel.'C' $\ltllf · · · ··I: 

,.1ndi~1atiorrn iais to the _p(O)~si'ble ideiru ti ty of thei ill1\<dli vi<.dlu®. 1 ;;-es;.. . l::i 
· · po!!Ull ible for tlhie sh@@tin1g. Mrs. WAJlD l:'eca lls that slhia. did not · f: 

&11'dlviseJ R~v. JL lli,, W:Jl'.LLIAMS KIN(l of thtJ Sh(O)©till'llf; of . lbJ.irsJ · bt'Ot~.r · .. · .· ii 
urratil &mlblQJut 2()). miJrnMtes after the :lLncidelTilt @C©UJ!j)';'Jc>ed. Rev. /KENG~s .':.' 
reacti(O)ll'll wais one cf extt'eme grief ~IPld he g/11,V~ l!:ll@ illll.idlicat:i<O'Jn .that t-" 
he had iaH'llY idleii ~iSJ to the . id<eillllt:i ty (O)f •(t;lb1e JP)SJ!:'Sl©ll resip@!llltelible ~ .. f ,, 

, ,•1 I ,, lo '' ~• ,• ~\ 

"' ·, , · A.s Mr~. WARD . .ll."e~a1:Jl.ll.s p" fj(QJll"l!J<e4'.llJme 11 sipeicific i«ileimti ty _ ;-.> 
· not llll@W recalled 9 'thlougl.b.\t .it best tlma1t Mx·s. WH\RDP Mi's. :r»A'll,S_ ____,---~:::. 
and Rev. A .Do W.ILLIAMS KING not remumin the. :irem.&lliJm«lieJ!.'.'.-~-the · ( 
ll'llight @f April ·4"" 5, 1968 9 /alt the Lorr"lfirie·Motel. ACc4'.llridli1rngly, >. [: 
ait ta1bout 10 p,.m~ they left .the .motel airnd went to the h<Olme of .. a L: 
Rev. WILLIAM K'fl,ES wh©m Mrs. WARD b~lieves isi a1 minis.tar in f 
:Me1rtp.hi:s • Rev. KYL,ES 01· some«)ne suggested th~ t Rev. Ao Do WILL IAMS 1 ' 

KING remain at his ltwme that evening &'llnd that Mrs. WARD and Mrs .·.f 
DAVIS obtain motel. zaiccomm@io1ati4'.llilllSJ at ta\ lrilea:rby H@ward .Joh!Illson ½,1 t< 

· Motel. Mrs. DAVIS '·and Mrs. WARD did go . to such ai motel ta1nd r• .. : 
Mrs.· WARD registe.r'ed in the motel, ·but Just ai~ she did s© HOSEA.. , fl" 
WILLIAMS who was preserri:t im t the time dec1ldleid! th~ t Mrs. W'ARDll 
Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A~D. WILLIAMS KING should go ba©k to the 
Lorraine Motel &1:md :sJpell'lld the ,rest. of tlt'lle ll'lligli'llt. They did this,, 

,// 
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• 
1\-f.rs. WARD and. Rev. A .. Do WILLIAMS KING being in R@@m 201 :aind 
Mrso DAVIS occupying Room 201. En route Mrs. WARD had stopped 
at a drug store ~nd purch~sed some sleeping pills which she' 
administered to tihle Rev. KING ~nd Mrs. DAVIS beca1use Ci>f their 
extremely excited conditi@n. 

_Mlr'S. WARD COln'Ul!lleJltJJ.ted 'tltui t she possa:sJS~S ll'W info:irma tiollll 
which sh,e feels might assist in icllentif'ying the ill:ildividua.l res­
poimsii.:»le f@r the shiQ>oting of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER E]'.NG, JR,. 
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1. 

Date April 16 9 1968 

MJ:'S. ,JASPER ~. (LUCRE'.'l'JtA B.p WARDv ~ls@ kLtllOWllil ~s 
L.ukie Wa.r·d 9 2540 R.afillsdelJl. ~ L.@ti.Jd.rs:villa, Kerrntucky 9 telepliil@rroic~lly 
furnished tlme follt1»wing. infcnrillla tic:»llll ~ . . . . 

. srince being interviewe«f on Ap:iril 15 9 1968~ M.lt'!~. WAP.JJi 
rer.;$1\Jllsi thlllt. i.im ta1dldi tioll1l to :ll.e~vi.ng the li©l'.traiillie M<.0>tel · in the . 
2ftiernoon cf Ap.ll."il 4 ~ 1968, si.lh\e .b~d Jleft the mmt1»tel ¢'»i!'n tlhl:ai t date 
Oltil OlOJ.® other @ccaiSJion o Tltlli:s WfiilS idluriirug . the m@rning 9 believed 
to be arouirndt ll ~ .m. , whelm she t@(l)k EM:»t'lllle cle~niim~· t·or Mrs, 
GrEORGIA DAVIS tcoi tlrie ne~:rby clel!lll!'Ile.rs., the One .. ,Houl' Mf(ffiJrtinili~ing. 
On this: @ccaisi<t»n' :sb~i Wiil.\$ &1\CC<D>mP,:illni.ed by the Rev• A• Do WILf1.11IAMS 
KING blf?J,~Bi'd.JJ.Siel slb1e .l!"ec1a111~ 1th$! t ~:SJ she W[U:lii t~ki.ng the c].e:FAl!1\ill'llg 
into UJJ.e · cla~!1'1!6'11i'.'s, Rev •. KlNG pur·ch~rse«ll some '.bee.ll:" f:rr:1om rl.ll store 
l@CEil ted di8ilg@!tll&?,lly ~c.r'oss the C(l)lt'lt!l«fJJJ:' from the c l~ailft~lt'$il. '' ,·' r:· 

~ .. ' 

. Rev O .A .D. :~tt1l!~:DK~i~~ ::r~:~t,t~;:_!1:h:.~:~:~~-r~1; ~!!!:1:~d ~-·.,J 
Ten11me~see ~°b@11J.:t: m .. i.dtrnight 9 A,P.ll:''il iJ 9 1968 9 liund b:e1FJ1m Vil!l~1~t.i@aing -- - . i: 1 

in .P:ai1m~l!rK~ C:itty, f''l©:r.i.dl® 9 ~ t the 'T.ll~e&l\:SJ\Ul.lt''<SS J:s.lallild Mcort®il o T/bl.e y L-\ 
' had ,dll.°iVelll to M(emp.hifll in M:rt"S. w.~l:lf) 1iSl ii.Hllt©>llllll@bile .fl"IOlm 11".ll.©)l':idla ~ .Prier r.·:::1 

t@ Jieiaving th~ J?Jlori«m. rn@t~l 9 Mtrs. WARD Jbl'.6;id n<0·tified! Mir.SJ. :FRANCES r 
HAS'f'INGSi who, t@gether with h<~l!:'' lb-ruf:&ib~ll!'lld 9 (lj)iftYi!'d$l the mote1L 0 th~t 
they wel'@ dep:ruirt:iITTlg. b11t t.h:m t s:he 9 M?''9l. WARD.~ woul«'fr 1¢',etu:il•n 
shol"tly f(Q)lf' aibou t a week\/ s sitay. ' Ml!'.'S>. W.AR.D iirtl3.l<dlV~ll:'tie@tly t@ld 
MJJ:"S • HASTINGS t.hlra t ~he Wlllil©l heJ!'." t';:OlM!)h'llltld(lllril~ 'l,'ll/€/.ll:'e g@ll!ilg to Bh'ming= 
.h[$lllL MI'S. WAfm :r·ecall.~ tlblllll t wheID.t ~he si!i,l!lld he.It' ~ctllllmiJ;l)~\lll.Lll.@llll~ wel"e 
IDJ.e~1r·ly hal fw~y to M~:mphis: that sh<ei :~em,~rnbell:'ed th&i t 5ihe lmra\d 
®l'X'@lllle©usl y tt!J)ld ~,n,:is o BASTINC,S they welt"e going t@ .Bi.r.'m.!ngh~im. 
She fuels th&!! t she m1rude thi~ !1il'!istaikie :in th!!.ll t she h,aid ~~l'lier 
ta lkedl to the HASTINGS who h~d told her they· we.r·e @Jri,gi.ma lly 
from Birmingham 9 Al:ai bifllm::ii , 

After DK'~ KING~s assassil!'Mli.ti4'.»JI1J.$) Mrs. WARD ch;ai.J!ilgied 
.her plans about ~pis.:!nding aID1y fu1~thel~ ti.me in Fl@lrid~ and Zit 
6: 50 a om, ~ A,P.li'.' i 1 6 9 1968 ~ she flew f.trc»m Memphis 9 Tennessee j 
to Painama City, F'lo:n:' id;ai ~ to get the i•est of lbi~l" cl@tb.es. She 
rented !Bl c;ai.1• iffit. the Ell:i:r·p;,«:»rt taill'Jltd! drove to the moitel. • ,~lhlen she 

··sirrivedl at the motel,, ~he met M.rso HASTINGS who :;mmedi~tely 
\ 

On __ 4_~_1_6_'=_6_8 __ at LouisvilleJ 2 Kentucky File # LS 44=94'1 
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advised Mrs e WAR.D th,a t the motel was full and there w~s no 
room for M:rs. WARD. :Mrs. WARD felt this statem.ellllt tit» be untru~ ,. 
as there a.ppe&:11red to be l'OJ«l)m. at 'the motel 9 a1md she spc»ke rather. 1 .~.: 

plainly to Mrs. HASTINGS about her feeling that Mrs. HASTINGS .. 
did not wa.llllt hel' at the motel because she had been in the compalll\y ... '.. · 

'f of two Negroes 9 Rev, KING, all:D.d Mrs. DAVIS. ME'S. HAST_INGS made . . . ;· f 

" some comme:nt about tlmey ~ the HASTINGS 9 X'Ul!'!l !al r·espect~b>le motel 9 · . 

-.:.,·" ruMi M:r·s. WARD replied that it was because the motel lbua-id that / · · _. , 
l"eputa tion trna t she and her c@mpanions had or·iginia!lly deci.ded ~- . 
to vacation there , . ,. _________ · . ·· · ·., 

Mrs. WARD stated that it ~ppe~red to her that the 
motel (Q)WlOlers 9 the HAS'TINGS? did IDl@t @bject to hex•seilf ~IOld Mr~. 
DAVIS having occupie~ the motel 9 but ~pp~rently objected to · 

~:.-,··the presel!i\ce in tKlle :motel IQ)f Renr& A.D. WILLIAMS KINGo . 

) 

): . , 

Mrs. WARD st~ted that mt@@ time did eithe~ @~-the 
HASTINGS m~ke ~ny type @f specific thre~t to Mrs. WARD; mgainst 
Mrs. WARD or her companicms p but it was cle~r to Mrs. WARD · 

.·that she w~s n@ l(Q)nger w~lcome ~t the.HASTIN~S' motelo 

Mrs. WARD left P.:a!m.aur.;:,; :;lty by pl~ne ~b©>ut l :30 p.m,,!..-,,----:.:;,..:....· __ 
on April 6, 19~8 and flew t(Q) Atl&llirnt~ 9 Georgiii3! 9 wh~~as 1 · 

met by Mrs. DAVIS. -- ------ -- --

' \ 

l ,, 
---- ,._, ______ ---------- ·- ·-:---------~-----.----,~-----------,-•.-- -----:--·-------·----- ·--.-.,.............-......,..,-- --------,_.,..__,,,_ ________ -----~---------~-----Ji 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date ---'4=/....::l:;....:;7.:-/....::6..cc.8 __ ~...,,..,._....,,.. 

WALTER LANE MILEY, Owner, Lorraine Hotel~Motel, 
406 Mulberry Avenue 9 Memphis, Tennessee, advised that~ cheek 
of his records reflected the following named persons as 
having been registered into his motel on either April 3 or 
April 4, 1968» or both dates: 

1) GERALD HARRELL 
Room No. 10 
on April 3-4 9 1968 
address: 5427 Urguhart Avenue 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

2) JAMES LEWIS 
Room No. 11 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 78 West Trigg Avenue 

Memphis, Tennessee 

3) Mo JACKSON 
Room No. 12 
on April 3, 1968 
no address given 

4) R. ROGERS 
Room No. 200 
on April 3, 1968 
no address given 

5) WILLIE WILLIAM 
Room-No. 201 
on April 3~ 1968 
address: 810 Parson Street 

Atlant~, Georgia 

6) Ro B., COTTONREADER 
Room No. 202 
on April 3, 1968 
address: 408 Third Street 

Marks, Mississippi 

31 
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7) TOBIE WYNN 
Room No. 204 
on April 3-4 9 1968 
address: 3204 St. 

Columbus, Georgia 

8) BERNARD LEE 
Room No~ 206 (on April 3, 1968) 
Room No. 205 (on April 4, 1968) 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

9) TRACY WRIGHT 
Room .No. 208 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

10) ANDREW YOUNG 
Room No. 209 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

11) JOHN WILLIAM 
Room No. 210 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

12) WARREN LARDSON 
Room No. 211 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 1076 Walton Avenue 

Dayton, Ohio 

13) EUGENE COURTNEY 
Room No. 212 

14) 

on April 3-4 1 1968 
no address given 

WILLIAM MALONEY 
Room No. 301 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlant~, Georgia 

32 
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15) 

16) 

17) 

18) 

19) 

20) 

21) 

22) 

P.A. RANCE 
Room No. 303 (@n April 3, 1968) 
Room No. 200 (on April 4, 1968) 
no address given 

JAMES ORANGE 
Room No. 304 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JESSIE JACKSON 
Room No. 305 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 366 East 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

MARTIN KING 
Room No. 306 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

RALPH ABERNATHY 
Room No. 306 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

DOROTHY COTTON 
Room No. 307 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JAMES LOVE 
Room No? 308 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 8231 Chancery Court 

Alexandria, Virginia 

JOSEPH LOUW 
Room No. 309 
on April 3=4, 1968 
address: 45 Tiemann Place 

New York, New York 

33 

e 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987 
4 

23) 

24) 

25) 

26) 

27) 

28) 

CHARLES BALLARD 
Room No. 310 
on April 3-4~ 1968 
address: 506 Kansas Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

STERLING TUCKER 
Room No. 311 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 626 Third Street, N.W. 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

Washington, D. C. 

SAMUEL KYLES 
312 
3-4, 1968 

704 South Parkway East 
Memphis, Tennessee 

JEAN SMITH 
Room No. 314 
on April 3-4 1 1968 
no address given 

MABELLE HENDRICKS 
Room No. 315 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 767 Peachtree Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JAMES WELDON 
Room No. 316 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 111 Hunter Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

29) A. D. KING 
Room No~ 201 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

30) OFFELIN RUTHERFORD 
Room No. 202 
on April 4~ 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

34 
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31) 

32) 

33) 

34) 

35) 

J,, B. WILLIAMS 
Room No. 203 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 2510 Jackson Aven:ue 

Forrest City, Arkansas 

HENRY ANTHONY 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

BERNARD LAFAYETTE 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

C. A. DAVIS 
Room 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

L .. B .. WARD 
Room No .. 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

36) HERMAN SWEAT 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
no.address given 

37) EARL CALDWELL 
Room No. 215 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

38) JOHN HALL 
Room No. 1 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

39) s. MCCOLLOUGH 
Room No. 12 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 6618 South Woodlawn Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 
35 
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40) 

41) 

42) 

43) 

---- HILL (first name not given) 
Room No. 13 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

JIMER GUEMOOR 
Room No. 14 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 750 Pearl Street 

Grenada, Mississippi 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

H .. VERNER 
202 
4l) 1968 

5320 South Drexel Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wo BENNETT 
202 
4, 1968 

5320 South Drexel Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

44) GARY MASSONI 
Room No. 214 

45) · 

.on April 4, 1968 
address: 366 East 47th Street 

Cbicago 9 Illinois 

JAMES BEVEL 
unknown room number 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 8407 South Ribash Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _A_p_r_i_l_2_6_,_1_9~6_8~~ 

Rewe:!fe~@ SAM\UEL Be K1fl~S, mi~i~te~ of the 
MoIDJu•imt~l B~ptist Chur~h 9 104 oo~th P~~kway E~st, who 
r~~id®~ falt 2215 South P&1rkwIB1y Ea~t 9 J&ii®miphi~, TenimeS\see, on. 
interview @,dwis~d ~~ f©llow~: 

Rew~:Jr®l!ild KYLES\, who Jh\@,S 1 iv@d iIDJ M~mplmis for 
~ppl'C'oxim~t~ly the: p;ag;;t eigl'mt yeWor~, is on the Executive 
Board of1 the Memphis, T'enru@iefSls@I@, E3J!:'~nch of thle lNf[al.tic:mal 
Associ@,tion for the A~v~~~e~lilJt of Colored People (NAACP) 
alllJd i~ ~l~o a ~m~r of the Southern Cm.~isti~lilJ Leadership 
CoIDJference (SCLC), th~ n~tio~~l h~~dqu~~ters of which is 
Atl~nt~, Georgi~, ~~d the P~e~id@filt of which, up until 
April 4, 1968, w~~ Dr~ MARTIN LUTlmR KING, JR0 

Rev®rend KYLES ~dwi~ed th~t ~ ~~nit~tion workers' 
strike b®g~n in Memplhlis 1 Tenn@~~e~, F~bru~ry 12, 1968 1 and 
that shortly after its ~tart~ group of N~gro ministers in 
Memphis, includi~g him~elf, b~~d~d together to form a group 
wnich ~dopted the ~~me of Colmm\unity o~ the Move for Equality 
(COME), r~ising funds for the s~~1t~tion ~trikers ~nd 
~ssisting them in d~ily ~~~h~~ ~~d other strik@-support 
activity., H® st~rted th~t ~~ ew.~ly ijlj,g; M~rch 18, 1968, he, 
along with some of the oth~r COD l~~de~s, induc~d Dre MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR 09 to come to Memphis wher®, o~ the night of 
March 18, 1968, h~ gave~~ i~~piri~g t~lk at M~son Temple 
to ~pproximately 10 9 000 to 12j000 peopl@~ urging the Negro 
col!!',)ffiunity of Memphis to Ufillit® ~hind t~~ ~~nit~tion workers$ 

KYLES ~nd some of the other CO:MR le~d~rs also 
ilt'!lduced Dr., KING to iretur)l'j) to M:~mphi~ OD the morn illlg of 
M~rch 28, 1968 9 to l~~d a m~~~iw~ downtown m~rch in support 
of the sanit~tion worke:!fs., 

CoDsid~rabl~ bre~king of dowmitown windows and looting 
resulted during this ~r~@, ~s ~ r~~ult of which KYLES stated 
the ~~nitation ~trik€!J r~c~iwed 1m~tio~~i<d~ publicity, and 
Dr 0 KING ~gre@d to return to Memphi~ 1 ~lollllg with other SCLC st$ff 
me1111ibers, iltil e~rly April, 1968 9 to contimi@(6 suppol't on behalf of 
the s~~itation worker~ 0 

On 4/23/68 

SA~ HOWELL 6 0 LOU 
by and WILLIAM H0 LAWRRNCE WHLggmh Date dictated __ 4~/_2_5~/_6--'8------,-,.-

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · 
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Reverend KYLES recalled that Dr$ KING actually 
returned to Memphis on Wednesd~y m©:irning, April 3, 1968, 
with several of his staff as~@ci~tes i~cluding the Vice 
President of SCLC, Reverend RALPH D. A:BIJRNATHY,,and his 
administrative assist~nt BERNARD LE~. They ~11 checked into 
the Lorraine Hotel rind Motel, 406 Mulberry Stre®t, Memphis, 
and actually KYLES had rented :irooms f@:ll:' S©~ of the SCLC 
staff members under his n~meQ He pointed out th~t actually 
he was registered in Room 312 of the Lorr~ine Motel as of 
April 3, 1968, although he ~id not physic~lly occupy this 
room and did not now recall the exact SCLC individual who 
occupied Room 312. He recalled that Dr. KING occupied 
Room 306, as did Revere~d RALPH D. ABERNATHY. 

He recalled th~t Dr. KING and his staff remained 
in Memphis on the night of April 3 fl 1968, aind alsQ.,, remained 
in Memphis on April 4 9 1968. In addition, he poi~t~d out 
that there had been widespread publicity in ltlot .q(fty the 
Memphis news media, including the two daily white' 9,~_jJs:.~Etpers, 
but als~ on virtually all of the radio a:n~ televis;~:xi--.,~~~~,ion,· 
concer1u.ng the presence of DI"" KING &11nd h1s staff 1.n: :·~e::mpli,;L!,l , · 
tall'lld of the fact that they were ~t~ying at the Lor!"aine ._Mptel'. 
He stated he could not recall the specific: r'9).dio broadca,'sjY 
but there was at least one bro~dc~st, possibly more, wh!ch 
even gave the room number? namely Room 306, in which Dr, KING 
was staying in Memphis, and that this information was readily 
available to anyone who tended to read the newspaper or took 
the time to listen to the radio news broadcastso In other 
words, he said it was no secret ~s to where Dr. KING was 
staying. 

Reverend KYLES recalled th~t he personally went 
to the Lorraine Motel at approxim~tely 3:30 pom~ on April 4, 
1968,'and recalled th~t the Operation. Breadbasket band, 
a singing group of the SCLC, was rehe~rsing in one of the 
rooms in the motel, this group bejn.g led by BEN BRANCH,a 
former music teach.er of Me_mphis, 'f'em'llessee.. KYLES joined 
this group and they all s~ng various hy111ms and SCLC songs 
until approximately 5 p,.m,. At this point, Reverend KYLIS 
went to Room 306 of the Lorr@l.ine Motel to visit with 
Di". MARTIN LUTHER KING., JR .. » @l.lll!d Reverend RALPH D11 ABERNATHY. 
He pointed. out that he had earlier in.vited Dr$ KING and 
Reverend ABERNATHY to his ho~e ~t 2215 South Parkway East for 
a ~isoul dinner" on the ewe n ing of April 4 , 19 68, po int ing out 
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th~t Dr. KING and Reverend ABl!RNATHY both savored ''soul food," 
which would normally consist of neck bon~s, chitterlings, 
turnip greens ~nd black-eyed peas, and th~t his wife had 
consented to cook such a dinltller for Dr. KING and his group. 
He pointed out that both KING and ABERNATHY had been reminded 
by him earlier that dinner was to be at approxi~tely 6 p.m. 

He recalled th~t during th~ appro~im~te period from 
5:30 p .. m., to 5:55 p.,m., April 4, 1968 9 that Dr. KING, 
Reverend ABERNAi"HY and Reverend KYLBS sat and talked in 
ijoom 306 as Dro KING and ABRRNAfflY dressed in preparation 
for the dinner ~ppointment. At a time esti~ted by KYL:IS 
as being 5:55 Pim., or there~bouts, Dro KING walked out of 
Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, the door of which faces 
west and overlooks a swimming pool and parking area onto 
Mulberry Street, which is a narrow @orth-south street in 
Memphis. Dr. KING 9s room, 306, was on the second floor and 
as one walks out of the room toore is~ balcony and walkway 
area, the balcony having an iron rail approximately three · 
feet high to keep one from f~lling off the b~lcony6 · Dr. lING, 
KYLES recalled, stood on the b~lcony and was speaking with 
various people standing in the parki~g area of the motel 
directly beneath. him., One of the persons with whom Dr .. KING 
was speaking was Revere1nd JESSI JACKSON 9 an SCLC staff member 
from Chicago, Illinoiso KYLES recalled leav1ng Room 306 and 
going out and talking with Dr. KING, telling him not to 
bring too many people to his house or there would not be 
enough food to satisfy all of them. KYLES also recalled 
that SOLOMON JONES 9 a local Negro who works for one of the 
funeri!ll.l homes, h~d been Dr.,(KlliG?~ifichauff~tn:· while in Memphis 
and th~t KING may have m~de some comment to JONES about getting 
the c~u:' ready for their trip to the KYLES resideiru::e., 

Reverend KYLES ~lso rec~lled th~t at about this 
period of time Reverend ABERNATHY had applied sh~ving cream 
to his face preparing to take a quick sh~we oofore departing 
to dinner and that KYLES and KING were standing side by 
side on the balcony and he also recalled that KING spoke 
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE who is all! attor!l.'lley for SCLC and who 
was in Memphis with the SCLC staffe 
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Others recalled by KYLES being on the ground 
level within viewing ~nd li~t@ni~g di~tance of Dr. KING 
were Reverend JAMES L., BiVEL, alSlo of the SCLC :staff and 
who has recently been living ilUl ChiiciSl.go 9 ~nd several 
young Negroes, name~ not recalle@ 9 who had been hanging 
a:rrouind and support ifillg the :slin it ~·lt ion worker:s strike. 
H~ pointed out th~t he would put the~e folks in the 
ca.tegory of QQhero worshipersl'i who liked to be around KING 
and other important person~ge~. 

At this poi~t, KYLBS ~~timated the time as 
being approximately 6 ovclock p~m09 and ~t~ted that he, 
KYLES, started to walk ~orth ofil th~ balcony walkway toward 
the old Lorraine Hotel portion of the establishment for 
the purpose of getting his c~r, which was parked on the 
parking lot. He recalled looking dow~ ~nd saying something 
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE who w~s standi~g o~ the ground and 
estimated that he had walked approximately four door.-lengths 
north of Room 306 when he, KYLES, heard a loud but possibly 
muffled soundo At first he thought it w~s ~ ~oise from 
the immediate ~re~ possibly caus~d by the backfiring of 
an automobile or possibly even a loud firecracker which 
had exploded in the immediate vicinity. 

He was next ©on~cious of seeing Reverend JAMES L. 
BEVEL who had been st~ndi~g o~ the ground north of Room 306 
rul!:llning to the motel,~re~ o~te~sibly for cover ~nd recalled 
some ulrllknown individu~l yelling i~ ~ loud voicell ~They've 
shot MARTIN <t n At this poirrl!'t he turned ~round @l,DQ looked 
b~ck south tow~rd th® entr~nce of Room 306 ~nd was next 
conscious of seei~g Dre KING 8 s prone bodyo KING was resting 

.on the balcony floor with his back to the floor, his face 
f~cing upward, his feet partially protrudi~g through the 
grill work of the iron r~ilw~y,a~d his h~~d headed in a south­
e~sterly direction toward tlbl.e pmssSJl,g~will\y ju~t :south of Room 
306., 

KYLES co~ti~u~d th~t he took~ quick glance at 
KING's prone body after re~chi~g ~~m@ ~~d s~w a gaping hole 
in. what he recalled to oo the right side of KING's face 
in the area of his ch@ek bone ~~d protrudiDg downward into 
his neck area. He st@ltied th~t be wa:s not f~mil iar with 
guns or gun wounds but he :su~co~~ciou~ly re~lized that the 
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noise which he h~d he~~d h~d u~doubt®dly b@en that of a 
gunshot which lhl~dl ''1l!IID1l.U'lldedl D:rt',, KING., He poi1n1t®d out that 
KING's eyes appeared to re op~n ~~d th~t he person~lly 
felt KING may still h~w~ b~@n ~liwe. Hew~~ ~ot conscious 
of anyone else ne~r KING's body ~t this time a.nd pointed 
out that he went into~ state of ~h~ck ~nd r~n rather 
hysterically into Room 306 where,,. n, ~:tttem.pted to use a 
telephone for the pu:ll."pose of c~lling &in ~mbulance. In 
the meantime, ABERNATHY had run out of Room 306 with 
shaving cre~m still on his face in~~ effort to see· what 
bad happened to Dr 0 KING. KYLES pointed out that in his 
confusion he was unable to pick up the pho~e properly to 
~11 the motel switchboard to ~sk for ~n ambulance and 
recalled ABERNATHY running b~ck into the room and telling 
him to settle down and gain his compo$ure as everything 
would be all :right" " 

KYLES came b1&ck out of the room to the vicinity ·.o·f 
KING~s body and w~s next con~ciou~ of seei~g ~everal uniformed 
Memphis Police officers run~i~g on foot tow~rd the vicinity 9f 
KING'S body ~nd recalleid ~ome of them. yelling$ evwiuit happened?" 
He stated that he re1CJ~lled yelling i!l1t SJOlll!!\e of the police . 
officers to c~ll ~n ambul~~c~o H® was ~ext conscious of 
Reverend ABERNATHY le~rd.IDl.g oweJr KING~~ prone body attempting 
to talk with KING or to get ~om.e response from him and could 
recall he~ring ABERNATHY ~ay 9 ~ilmRTIN, c~n you hear me?" 

Reverend KYLES rec~lled ru~~iltlg into Room 306 and 
grabbing up a bedspread off one of the beds which he brought 
out to use to cover KING's body~ He recalled that a wnite 
~le employee of the United States Justice Department, name 
not recalled~ who had been st~ying at the motel brought a towel 
which someone held over the large g~ping wound on the right 
side of KING'S face. 

Within~ few moments ~n ~mbul~nce arrived to take· 
KING'S body to a hospit~l and he re~alled that a JOSEPH 
LOUW., an Afr ic~n who is ~ photogr~pher ~nd who w~s staying 
at the motel, took some pictures ,i~ the immediate vicinity 
and that many of the people who by this time had come to tbe 
bial.lcony seemed to point tow~rd the west sidle of Mulberry 
where there is~ thicket of buwhe~ ~nd elll!!\pty l~nd bordered 
further on the west by the b~ck side of som~ old two-story 
brick buildings which f~ce on M~in Street and indic~ted in 
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their pointing ~nd col!lW!lents th:31,t the shot probably came 
from that general direction 0 In other words, the shot 
ca~ from the west toward the ew.~t" 

Thereafter 9 ~ccording to Reverend KYL~S, ~n 
am.bulaltllce crew took Dr.. KINCP s body to the St. Joseph 
Hospit~lo 

Reverend KYLES looked ~ta series of photographs 
which &lppeared in 9Life M~g~zi~e 9 °0 issue o:f April 12" 1968, 
some of which were taken immediately ~fter the shooting of 
Dr .. KING tal.lnld prior to the.iiu.•riv~l of the ambulance arru:fowhich 
depict D.r 0 KING's prone body lying f~ce up on the concrete 
walkway on tm second floor b~lco~y of the Lorraine Motel 
~nd taken by Photographer JOSEPH LOUW_ He stated that the 
only people that he could identify by ~~me in the early 
photographs prior to the ~r.~iwal of the ~mbula~ce were 
Reverend ANDREW YOUNG of the SCLC st~ff and some local 
unidentified Negroes who were app~re~tly assisting in an 
effort to render immediate fi~st aid to Dr~ KINGq Reverend 
KYLES pointed out that these photographs must have been taken 
lil.lmost immediately :following the shooting of Dr. KING because " 
they do not show the bedspre~d over KING's body. 

He st~ted that very f~w people actu~lly were 
cogn.iz1al.nt of the fact that Dr .. KING W@-S to be a dinner guest 
at his home on the evening of April 4, 1968; that among the 
guests who had been invited to his recollection were Dr. KING, 
his brother l) Reverend A0 D. WILLIAMS KING 9 aE11d two of the 
latter's companions 9 Mrs., LUKIB WAIU) and M:lrs~ GEORGIA M0 DAVIS, 
both of Louisville,, Kentucky; and th~.:t Rerverend ABERNATHY 
was to have been there, as was CHAUNCEY ESKRIOOEo He stated 
that Reverend ANDREW YOUNG ~nd HOSEA WILLIAMS,, both of the 
SCLC staff, were also to be his dinner guest~ on that 
evening. 

He st~ted that to hi~ re~ollection there had been 
no publicity co~.cerni!!'llg the fa,i.ct that KING and his small 
party were to be his dinner guest~ ~nd that it appeared to 
be a mere coincidence that Dr" KING w~lked out in front of 
the doorway of Room 306 ~rid ~tood there some four to five. 
mi~utes prior to the ti~ th~t he w~s ~hot. 
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Reverend KYLES stated that he h~d searched his 
memory during the intervening t im.e :em.bseque!'llt to Dr. KING •s 
being shot and that at no time could he recall seeing 
anyone to the west or northwest from which direction he 
is now convinced the shot came. He s~w no one looking out 
~ny of the windows m the buildings facing Main Street, 
the rear entran~es of which would h~ve f~ced the Motel; 
~nd he saw no one on the ground belowo 

He stated that he talked with CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE 
shortly after the shooting and th~t-ESKR.IDGE who was on the 
ground level in the p~rking iftl.l"®ial. il1! front of thel Motel 
st~ted that after the shot he, ESKRIOOB, had run west 
from the Motel to the middle of Mulberry Street but that 
he did not see anyone with any fire arm either on the ground 
or in any of the buildings. Reverend KYLIS recalled that 
SOLOMON JONES has been repo?>ted to have stated that he saw 
someone possibly with a white headpiece in the ground area 
just west of the west side of Mulberry Street behind the 
bushes and possibly saw someone drop something in that 
area. 

Reverend KYLES stated that in fairness to JONES, 
JONES could not have seen the ground area which he had 
originally described because of the f~ct that there is a 
brick retaining wall which surrou~ds the swimming pool and 
that JONES would h~ve been behind this wall when KING was 
shot and could not have seen behind the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street as this w~ll is about eight feet 
tall. 

Reverend KYLES concluded th1&t none of his 
acquaintances in the SCLC or other acquaintances in Memphis 
who have been close to the Negro movement can recall anything 
concerning ~ny suspicious movements in the vicinity of the 
Lorraine Motel im.medi:i»,tely prece~ing or duriing_ the time that 
Dr. KING w~s shot. 
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On April 18, ·1968, 'CJHIARLES BALLARD, 830 Kansas 
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, personally contacted the 
Memphis, Tennessee, FBI Offi~e allld advised SA HOWELLS. 
LOWE and SA WILLIAM H. LAWRE~E that he registered into 
room 310 of the Lorrai~e Motel OD the afternooD of Marcb 
30, 1968, ali\d remai~ed registered fit this motel until 
April 4, 1968. He departed. :fJr1om this motel just prior 
to 6 P.M. the eve:aing of April 4, 1968. 

BALLARD ad.vised he was :aot at :.the :motel at the 
time Dr. MARTIN LUTHER ~ING w~s shot and advi~ed he has 
no knowledge regarding who may have shOJt Dr. KING. He 
stated that during the period. he resided~~ the motel, no 
one inquired of him of any_ i~formation r·eg,~rdi:ng Dr. KING, 
and he noticed no one in particular expressing any unusual 
interest in tb.e looatio~ of Dr. KI1iG 0 s room at the motel . 

• ~L.. , , , , . .. ' ) 

BALLARD stated that when he departed the motel' 
at approximately 5:45 P.il. 9 Apl"il 4, 1968, there were seve;ral 
persons walking around in front of the motel. He stated · 
he paid no particular atte:ation to these persons and is 
unable to recall anyone in this group whom he knows. 
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On April 23, 1968, SA's HOWELLS. LOWE and WILLIAM H. 
LAWRENCE interviewed an individual identifying himself as JAMES 
E~MORE PHILLIPS, JR., who resides at 1592 Short Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, and who is a senior at L<eMoyne College, 807 - 25 
Walker Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Mr. PHILLIPS advised that on or about March 30, 1968, 
he checked into room 315 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry, 
Memphis, and continued to stay there until the late ~fternoon 
of April 4, 1968. He stated he well recalled the arrival of 
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., President, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, in Memphis on the morning of April 3, 
1968, and recalled that Dr. KING and several of his Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) Staff associates checked 
into the Lorraine Motel on April 3, 1968, with Dr. KING stayi~ 
in room 306 on the second floor, which was several doors north 
of the room occupied by PHILLIPS. 

PHILLIPS stated that he left the motel about 5:~5 p.m. 
Thursday, April 4, 1968, with some of his associates, CHNI\LES 
BALLARD, CHARLES LA VERNE CABBAGE~ JOHN BURRELL SMITH, and' . ,- .. , , 
EDWINA HARRELL, who also had been staying at the motel. PHILJ.,IPS 
stated he left on foot, walked ~outh on Mulberry to· Butler Street, 
west on Butler to Main Street·, wherie he caught a #45 :iwalker Homesn 
bus, a city bus, going south on Main Street, catching this bus 
almost immediately after arriving on Main Street. 

He stated he rode this bus to South Memphis and walked 
to 1644 Hanauer, apt. 2, the a:piartment currently occupied by_ JOHN 
B. SMITH. He stated upon arrival at the SMITH residence, someone 
had on the television and_ they heard the report on televisiqn that 
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., h~d been·shot at approximately 6:0l 
p.m.. as he stood on the sec«-.»nd floor balcony of the Lorraine Motel. 

PHILLIPS stated that at no time during the period in 
which he stayed at the Lorraine Motel did anyone, to his recollectipn, 
inquire as to where Dr. KING was staying or as to which room was -
being occupied by Dr. KING and he saw no individuals in the a~~a 
arousing his suspicions. 

PHILLIPS stated that he paid no particular attention 
to the buildings on South Main Street just west of the Lorraine. 
Motel and recalled seeing no one look out any of the windows in 
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