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On 8/9/55 MELBA MARIE RYAN was committed to
the Jacksonville State Hospital, Jacksonville, Illinois,
and custody of RYAN taken from GEORGE PARSONS and given
to the Illinois Youth Commission. Judge SCHOLZ advised
that apparently at that time HMELBA MARIE RYAN had
attenpted to set fire to the PARSONS' home. He stated

that this had been kept quiet by PARSONS and .was not
known gonerally

The file showed that on [

" On 8/6/57‘MELBA MARIE RYAN was granted a. dlsc‘large
from the Jacksonville State H0591tal. :
On 10/24/57 custody of FRANKLIN RYAN and SUSAN
RYAN was given to the Catholic Charltles of Sprlngfleld
Illinois. . _ N

’
.
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'¥n 1963 she had information that the fathér,
living under the name of JERRY RAYNE, was residing at

- RFD, Clarencu, Missouri.

In 1963 FRANKLIN D. RYAN had died in West Quincy,
Missouri, and was later buried. :

She advised that she does not know what exact .year
the family moved to Quincy, but thought it was around 19438

-and stated that definitely JAMES EARL RAY was the oldest

child in this family. She listed the children as follows
in order of age:

Son JAMES EARL RAY

Son JOHN RAY

Son | . JERRY RAY -
Daughter MELBA RAY

Daughtex CAROL RAY

Son FRANKLIN D, RAY

Daughtexr SUZAN RAY

She advised that she knew that the father of this
group of children had used the name of JAMES RAY, GERALD RAY,
JAMES RYAN and GERALD RYAN, as well as JERRY. She stated
that the father RAY had been a ladies' man and it was her
understanding that he had lived with many women but had
probably never married any other than the mother of the
children.

She advised that a Mrs. MAHER was the grandmother

-of the children, and in the past had induced them to run

awvay from home and apparently had died in St. Louis wnlle

" Mrs. MAHER was living Vlth LUCILE RYAN.

She felt that the entire family is close enough to
“the criminal element that the family has developed an
attitude of not cooperating with the law and she feels that
it is possible that any member*of the family might harbor
JANMES EARL RAY; however, she stated that this is merely a
personal belief and-she had no 1nformatlon that the ramlly

had ever harbored anyone.
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