
SI 44-561 

On 4-19-68, attempts were made to interview 1IBLBA 
MARIE RYAN; however, she was in a hysterical_ state and it 
was impossible to conduct an interview oti that date. She· 
advised that she would be available for an interview on 
4-20-68 and that she was willing to consent to an interview 
with the FBI. She did stated during a short period of time 
an interview ~as attempted to be conducted tliat she had no 
idea as to the whereabouts of her brother JAMES EARL RAY. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Doto MAY 1, 1968 

On April 19, 1968, WALTER 'rER.RY RIFE, home address 
214 Lind Street, Quincy, Illinois, was iriterviewed at his 
place of business,· Virginia Hotel, 534 North Sedond Street, 
Quincy, Illinois. Before the interview, RIFE was advised 
of his rights by SA ELYON H. DAVIS and a Waiver of Rights 
:F'orm was read to RIFE. RIFE advised he would not sign the 
Waiver of Rights Form but that he was willing to discuss 
anything with FBI Agents. 

RIFE furnished the following information: 

RIFE advised that ·he last sa\v JAMES EARL RAY, FBI 
#306 443 A, in 1957 when WALTER TERRY Ril<'E was released from 
the United States Prison at Leavenworth, Kansas. 

RIFE advised that he had been arrested in 1955 
with JAl\lES EARL RAY at Hannibal, Missouri, and both had been 
charged with the possession of stolen money orders from a 
Post Office. He advised that these had been taken from a 
Post Office at Kellerville, Illinois, in a burglary and that 
he and JAr.IES EARL RAY had then traveled throughout the United 
States cashing these postal money orders. He advised that 
they had traveled to New Orleans, Florida, Kansas City and 
California, cashing the stolen money orders before being 
arrested at Hannibal, Missouri. 

Both were then sentenced to the United States 
Penitentiary_at Leavenworth, Kansas. 

RIFE advised that he .had seen JAMES EARL RAY almost 
on a daily basis at the pe~itentiary at Leavenworth from 1955 
until RIFE was released fro~ the penitentiary in 1957. RiF~. 
later learned that RAY was not released from the penitentiary 
at Leavenworth until 1958. He stated that he had not been in 
contact with RAY since that date and had no knowledge of RAY's 
activities other than he had heard that RAY was sen~enced to 
the Missouri.State Penitenti~ry in the early 1960's. He had 
no idea as to the charge concerning RAY at that time; however, 
he thought it was some type of armed ·robbery. 

On. __ 4_-_1_9_-_6_8_0 t __ Q-"-u_i_n_c-"y_,,'--I_l_l_i.:.:n...:.o_i_s_~~,..._~-- File 11 __ S_I_4_4_-_5_6_1_--=------

S,A THmL.I\S M 0 SCHOENfIOFER 
by_._._-=S=A:.-.=E=L,.,,,_Y-"'O=N'----"-'H'-"-.-D.£!Ac.1.V....!,Ij,J_S~ ___ /'-'r::.;a=S ,Dote dictoted __ 4_-_2_5_-_6_8 ____ _ 

, • fltis document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the proper!~ of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 
It and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your ogr--·· · , · 
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money and he knew that during that time that RAY br6~e into 
houses and stole money or goods he could sell. RAY also 
pulled stick-ups with a gun and that RAY committed burglaries 
in which safes were involved. . RIFE advised that he does not 
w~nt to talk about any particular job that he might have been 
involved in with RAY. He stated that RAY would also roll 
drunks to obtain money and would obtain money any way that 
a thief coul.d obtain money. He stated that RAY was a ·roamer 
and a·1oaner and did not seem to have any close friends. 

RIFE :felt that in the event that J1H1ES EARL RAY 
ever returns to the Quincy, Illinois, area, RAY will _contact 
RIFE. RIFE stated, however, that he has no knmvledge that 
RAY has returned to Quincy since 1955 and does not believe 
RAY has returned t◊ Quincy or he would have known something 
concerning the return of RAY~ · 

RIFE advised that he would not hide JAMES EARL RAY 
and would immediately notify the FBI of any information he 
receives concerning RAY's whereabouts. 

RIFE advised that he personally knew nothing con­
cerning the shooting of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING in Memphis, 
Tennessee and that he most certainly himself was not in the 
Memphis area during the period of March 27, 1968 through 
April 4, 1968. He advised that this could be verified 
from all people connected with the Virginia.Hot~l as well 
as members of· ~he PolJce., ,Department of Qtlincy, Illinois. 
He stated that night polJcemen cruise by his restaurant ' 
at the Virginia Hotel prac4ically every hour -of each night 
and that the night detectiyes a_nd also patrolman LARRY COLLINS 
could verify that he had no\. left the Quincy, Illinois, area. 

. ... 

RIFE advised that he knew that JArrlES EARL RAY's uncle 
EARL RAY had moved to California from the Quincy, Illinois, area· 

· ___ ien j;o fifteen years before and that he thought the unc:i_e had 
died with a h~art attack. ~e knew that somewhere he had ~ndSr­
stood that EARL RAY was dead. 

RIFE advised that he could furnish no information 
concerning possible- contacts of JAMES EARL RAY. 

The Harboring Statute''was explained to RIFE by SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS. 
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RIFE advised that he first met ·JAMES EARL RAY-around 
1942 when apparently RAY and his family moved to Quincy, Illinois, 
from some small town in Missouri. He stated that RAY had close 
connections in Quincy and that during the period of time that 
he had known RAY, RAY had resided with his Uncle, EARL RAY, in 
Quincy and at the time he and RAY were arrested in Hannibla, 
Missouri, RAY was living at the Victoi Hotel on North Sixth 
Street in Quincy, Illinois. He advised that the Victor Hotel 
has b~e~ closed for many years and that he understands the 
operator of the Victor Hotel is now deceased. 

RIFE advised that he had never heard RAY mention his 
father or talk very much concerning his relatives and RIFE 
advised that he did not know that :MELBA RYAN, who resides at 
the Virginia Hotel was RAY's sister until learning on that 
date that RAY was charged with the shooting of MJ\RTIN LUTHER 
KING. , 

RIFE advised that when he and RAY were apprehended 
in Hannibal, Missouri, they were accompanied by KATHERINE DORIS 
BUSKIRK. He advised that he is certain _that RAY had never met 
BUSKIRK until the date of their arrest in Hannibal and that he 
(RIFE) had picked up BUSKIRK in a tavern in Quincy and took 
her to Hannibal on.a date. He advised that BUSKIRK is pre­
sently married to WILBUR CONNORS in Quincy, Illinois. 

RIFE stated that he remembered.· dis tinc.tly that. BUSKIRK 
and RAY did not know·eacli other until he.introduced· them on the 
date the three were -arre"sted in Hannibal. He -stated that BUSKIRK 
was·not actually arrested qut was :released and that she had nothlngl 
t~ do with the passing of ~t~e stolen postal money orders • ... 

" • 
RIFE advised that he had never visited in the RAY 

home in Quincy, Illinois, and had no idea as to the address 
of RAY's people or the number of relatives that RAY had in 
Quincy_. lie s.ta ted that he and RAY as a normal thin_g, did not 
actually run around together but would meet each other in 
taverns at which time they would talk and decide to do some-
thing together. · 

·RIFE advised that during the period of time· that he -
··had known JAMES EARL RAY, RAY~had been "a thief". He stated 
that RAY would do anything during that period of time to make 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS: 

On April 23, 1968, MARY JAN RIFE, 214 Lind Street, 
Quincy, Illinois, adv-ised she is certain her husband, WALTER 

-TERRY RIFE, has no knowledge of the present activities _or· 
whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY. 

She stated also that MELBA MARIE.RYAN, sister of 
RAY, still resides at the Virginia Hotel and eats almost 
all of her meals at RIFE's restaurant in the hotel. She 
stated that r.IELBA MARIE RYAN has told her on several 
occasioni during t~e last three or four days that she has 
no information or knowledge of the whereabouts of JAMES 
EARL RAY. 

She advised tlia t MELBA Ml\RIE RYAN has been highly 
emotional during the past few days and she felt that this 
was due to numerous reporters attempting to interview MELBA 
MARIE RYAN. 

She advised that MELBA MARIE RYf\N is a mental case 
and_ no reliance can be placed on any statement made by MELBA 
RYAN. 

• 

101 - ~ , ... 

. __ ,.., 

I■ - -2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



i; 
j; 
l 1 

; I 

1 j 
i I 
j i 

... 

SI 44-561. 
EHD: ras 
1 

-

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS: 

On April 23, 1968, WALTER TERRY RIFE, 214 Lind 
Street, was reinterviewed at his place of business, the 
y~rginia Hotel Restaur~nt, Quincy, Illinois •. 

RiFE advised that once when he was·fingerprinted 
after his arrest on a possession of stolen postal money 

· · orders with JAMES EARL RAY in 1955, he· was booked under 
the name of VERNON ELMO R I:FE • He stated that VERN.ON. ELMO 
RIFE has never been an associate of JAMES EARL RAY and has 
never been in jail with RAY and this is the reason records 
in Missouri would show RAY was arrested with VERNON ELMO 
RIFE instead of WALTER TERRY RIFE. 

RIFE a_dvised that when he and JAMES EARL RAY were 
passing the stolen money orders throughout the United States 
after their arrest in Hannibal, Missouri, they claimed they­
had purchased these money orders from a wino na,med WILLARD 
J. MC BRIDE·. He advised that this information is not correct 
and t_hey did not purchase the money orders from any WILLARD 
J. MC BRIDE. He advised that he has never known a WILLARD 
J. MC BRIDE and that he and RAY obtained the money orders 
in Adams County, Illinois. He said that the.Post Office 
at Kellerville.,, Illinois, is located in Aqams County, Illinois, 
~nd that he did not intend to admit to any burglaiy but that 
neither RAY nor ~IFE ·9b~ained the money orders outside of' 
. .(!.dams County. \ \ . · · · ., . 

• ~ I' , 

RIFE advised tha"t',,,d.ur·ing the period of time that he 
and RAY were passing the mon-..ey orders, they traveled extensively 
throughout the.United States to towns in Florida, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, St. Louis, Missouri, Kansas City, Missouri, across 
the U:pi ted States to California and back. to the Quincy, . I_llinois, 
·Hannibal, Missouri, area, where they were arre~ted. _He stated 
that _there was no particular place that RAY seemed fond of 

·during that trip more than anywhere else and·that they travel~d 
from town to town on a spur of the moment deal and no plan · 
or scheme was involyed in their travels. _____ .. ·---•--· .. 
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He advised that during these travels he and RAY did 
not contact anyone named COIN and did not contact anyone-to 
his knowledge, in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

He advised that they did contact a COHEN in Kansas 
City, Missouri, and sole COHEN some of the mqney orders. 
RIFE was not certain as to the description of COHEN but thought 
that he would now be an old man_. RIFE personally did not know 
COHEN or anything concerning his whereabouts or activities. 
He stated that COHEN was a man that they contacted in a tavern 
and sold him some of the stolen money orders. He stated that 
they contact COHEN by just asking questions in taverns as to 
who would by money orders. 

RIFE advised that he knew that JAMES EARL RAY dis­
liked Negroes immensely ; .however, he had no idea as to the 
reason why. He advised that he had never known any incident 
involving RAY and Negroes. , 
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The following investigation was conduct~d by 
SA ELYON H. DAVIS at Quin~~' Illinois. 

WALTER, TERRY RIFE, opera tor, Virgin fa Res ta ura nt, 
Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois, 
was recontacted on April 30, 1968, May 3, 1968, May 10, . 
1968, and May 13, 1968, and on each date advised that he 
~ould furnish no additional information concerning JAMES 
EARL RI\Y. He also advised on those dates. that definitely 
JAMES EARL RAY ha:s not contacted MELBA MARIE RYAN at the 
Virginia Hotel. 

SAMUEL EDWARD HARPER, desk clerk, Virginia Hotel, 
534 North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois, was recontacted 
by SA ELYON H. DAVIS on April 25, 1968, April 30, 1968, 
May 3, 1968, and May 9, 1968, and on each date advised that 
hS could furnish no additional information concerning 
JAMES EARL RAY. On each date, he advised that MELBA 1'LA.RIE 
RYAN, RAY's sister, still resides at the Virginfa. Hotel 
and that the restaurant of the Virginia Hotel is operated 
by WAJ:..TER TERRY RIFE. 

On May 3, 1968 and·'May 9, 1968, ART CONNORS whose 
wife owns the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, 
Quincy, Illinois, was recontacted on each date -and advised 
that he had no information concerning the whereabo11ts or 
activities of JJH.,rns EARJ,, Rf\)' not previously furnished. 

,. 

On May 9, 1968, ART. CONNORS, Virginia• Hotel; 
Quincy, Illinois 7 advised th\1't to_hisknowledge, no tele­
phone calls have been charged\to the Virginia Hotel that 
were made by MELBA MARIE RYAN.' He advised that he remembers 
his wife placing a call or else accepting a telephone call 
in April, 1967 from his son Sergeant ARTiruR A. CONNORS, JR. 
who is stationed in New Jersey and was coming home tci vis\t 
his parents before being transferred to Vietnam, CONNORS · 
B?Vised that his son Sergeant ARTHUR A. CONNORS, JR. was 
presently at the CONNORS home, Rural Route 5, QuLncy, Ill­
inois. 

On May 9, 1968, Sergean~ ... ARTHUR A. CONNORS, JR. 
Rural Route 5, Quincy, Illinois,~advised SA ELYON H. DAVIS 
that he placed a collect telephone·call to the Virginia 
Hotel from Long Branclr(:New Jersey on April 9, 1968 •. He 
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advised that this was of a personal nature to his mother 
concerning his transfer to Vietnam. 

'Sergeant CONNORS advised that the mime JAMES 
EARL RAY j_s completely unfamiliar to him and that he could 
not recognize any photographs of JAMES EARL RAY as anyone 
he had ever seen •. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA EDWARD A. CARPENTER, at the Menard Brancu, Illinois 
State Penitentiary, on April 26, 1968: 

A record was located for JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN 
who has FBI #821733 whose date of birth is 
and who originally was received at the Mena~r_d __ B_r_a_n_c_p_, __ -------" 
on December 21, 1925, and he remained at the penitentiary 
~ntil July 22, 1949, when he was released and was returned 
to the penitentiary on December 22, 1950t where he 
remained until April 8, 1954, when he was released on 
parole and again returned to- the penitentiary on February 8, 
1955, where he remained until April 27, 1956, when he was 
again released on parole and then returned to the penitentiary 
on September 17, 1957, where he remained until May 7, 1959, 
when he was again released on parole until September 23, · 
1959, when he was returned until his ultimate discharge 
on February 23, 1965. 

According to penitentiary records, AUSTIN when 
he was dismissed from Menard went to St. Leonard!s House· 
located at 2100 West Warren Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, 
and. he·received a·final parole on-discharge on-July 11, 
1967., through the Parole Office located at 160 North LaSalle, 
Chicago, Il;l.inois-. 

According to the records, AUSTI_N at one ·time, 
was transferred to the~state penitentiary at Joliet, 
from August 2, 1934, unti~ _August 15, 1936, when'he was_ 
returned from Menard. Accoraing to the records, AUSTIN 
used the names JAMES FREELEY i SHARKEY AUSTIN and BLACKEY. 

\ .._ 

AUSTIN was originally received on a 25-year 
sentence for murder and a 10 to life sentence for armed 
robbery from Morgan County, Illinois. According_to the 
records, AUSTIN has a nephew py the name of RAL~ whose 

-full name is RALPH TANNEHILL, 1432 - 4th Street, Madison, 
1llinois, a niece, Mrs. JOE REESE, 316 North Hoosier, 
Brazil, Indiana; a brother, CHARLES, residing in,Waverly, 

·· - - Il-1-inois; a brother, BERT, residing in Springfield, Illinois. 
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AUSTIN is described as: 

Race White 
Sex Male 

~~~ght 
1

5' ·10}' 
Weight. 129 pounds 
Eyes Blue 
Complexion Dark 
Hair Gray 
Occupation Farmer 

Has cut scar on 
center of forehead 

A review of his correspondence file reflects 
•correspondence ·with l\Irs. DOROTHY SEYMOUR, at Franklin, 
'Illinois, a sister; 

ROBERT REED, a case worker from St. Leenard 
House, 2100 Warren Avenue, Chicago, Illinois; 

Father DOUGLAS WOLFE, 
St. Leonards House, 

Attorney J. EDWARD J011ES 
1432 West Harrison Street, 
Chicago, Illinqis; 

A. Ao Farris. d,cipany' Inc. 
122 West Lincoln,½venue 
Goshen, Indiana \" .. 
St. Antµony's Inr. ;Jnco 
29 South LaSalle Street, 
Chicago, Illinois .. 

Mr. GID\RD LETT?.lAN 
Warren Clinic 
2449 West Washington Boulevard; 
Chicago, Illinois 
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:Mr. and Mrs. MYRICK 
Caseyville Nursing Home 
Caseyville, Illinois; 

A. Bo ROBER'fSON 
2011 Road Street, 
Madison~ Illinois 

Waukegan Rescue Mission 
Waukegan, Illinois · 

Friend . _ WILLIE MAE MORGAN 
Waverly, Illinois; 

MYRTLE COOK 
Acme Hotel 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Cousin GERTRUDE WALLING 
904 Lind Street, 
Quincy, Illinois 

No other information of value noted in file 
for AUSTINo 
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On May 9, 1968, AUSTIN'S brother, CHARLES, was 
located and interviewed at Waverly, Illinois and advised he 
was in receipt of a letter, dated May 7, 1968, from AUSTIN 
with a return address of 2023 Warren Boulavard, Chicago, 
Illinois. CHARLES AUSTIN was not sure if his brother 
was employed or not. 

CHARLES AUSTIN was interviewed re subject RAY and 
·shown photographs .of RAY but advised he was not acquainted 
with the subject nor had he ever heard his brother mention 
the subject. 

..:.t .; r 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON D. DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois, on May 10, 1968: 

GERTRUDE WALLING, 1120 College Street, Quincy; 
Illinois, advised that she formerly resided at-904 Lind 
Street, Quincy, Illinois. She advised t~at when she 
lived on Lind Street she occasionally rented rooms in 
her home and sometime around 1956 she rented a room to . . . 

JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN. She advised that she remembered 
AUSTIN'S date of birth to be 1898 inasmuch as her year 
of birth was the same and that was the only person 

. she had ever lived in a house with who was born the 
same year as her. She stated that AUSTIN when he came 
to Quincy, Illinois, came to Quincy through some 
contact with a Catholic priest in either Quincy or 
Chicagoo She advised that AUSTIN had been in the 
Illinois State Penitentiary and came to Quincy in an 
effort to obtain a job and that apparently-this unkno\fil 
Catholic priest had obtained~'1USTIN a job in Quincy.· 
However, AUSTIN lived at her hpme less than one month 
when he left and ·she heard shortly thereafter that he 
had been arrested and was returned to prison. She stated 
that she could not remember the name of the to~n in which 
he was arrested and hatj not-seen AUSTIN Sin~e 1956.· She· 
stated as far as she ~~ei

1
AUSTIN did not have any relatives; 

or associates in Quincy, )l~inois, and that AUSTIN was not· 
related to her. He siniply l,i ved in her home for a period 
of less than one month and ~hat ~as as a border. · 

\ 

She advised that she did not know JAMES EARL RAY 
and had never known AUSTIN to speak concerning RAY under 
RAY'S 1:rue name or known a.liases.~- · 

She stated that she is certain JOSEPH ELwiER AUSTIN 
was not a Quincy resident and that he knew noth:i,ng concerning 
Quincy at the time he moved to Quincy. 

Photograpns of Jt.MES EARL RAY ,vere· ~~.hibi ted to·~---~, 
GERTRUDE WALLING and she advised ·"tha t she hfurl.\Rflit.")J..eJ;..:.$.,BJ:~tlxED--::;;::2.1 __ 
this indi vidua 1 before. --···----- . 
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On May 10, 1963, ELIZ.f1BETH ROTH, Credit Bureau 
of Quincy, Inc., 528 North Fifth Street, advised that her 
file contains very little information concerning JOSEPH 
ELMER AUS'l'IN other than a newspaper clipping which showed 
that JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN, age 59; had been ~tr'rested on· 
August 4, 19 57 1 in Robertson County, Tennessee, ,....with 

. JOHN GEWIN SCROGGINS, age 38, and a DORRIS CALVIN MEACHAM 
of Elkton, Kentucky. The three had been arrested for the 
alleged kidnapping of a Gutb~1e 1 Kentucky, motel clerk 
and had allegedly taken him across the state line intb 
Robertson County, Tennessee, where they robbed him of 
$139.00 and set him.free. The trio was stopped for 
speeding near Ashland City, Tennessee, and the $139,00 
believed stolen from the Guthrie, Kentucky, motel clerk 
~as found scattered along the highway near the scene of· 
arrest. 

AUSTIN was _then committed to the Central State 
Hospital in Nashville, Tennessee, after Government 
attorneys said they believed he might not be mentally 
capable of advising with council. 

The article showed that AUSTIN came to Quincy, 
Illinois 1 in April, 1956, and previous to th::l't h~ had 
been sent back to prison three times for v_iola tion. of 
parole and had.spent three months in a tuberculosis 
~anitarium in Jacksonv"ill._e1 Illinois . .. 

---~ ' \ 
\. . 
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On April 25, 1968, investigation at Springfield, 
Illinois, revealed MILTON DEAN BATCHELDER, also known . 
as Bucky, FBI #548 312 B, white male, dob I I 
at Quincy, Illinois, was the individual to whom a Hannibal, 
Missouri, policeman sold a car from RAY and forwarded the 
proceeds to. Checks at Menard State Prison, Menard, 

-Illinois revealed BATCHELDER ·was transferred to Joliet 
Bra.ncy., Illinois State Penitentiary on September 7, 1966. 
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A review of the Springfield files regarding PAUL 
ALVIN LAIL, JR.- reflected him as subject of a 1963 Unlawful 
Flight to Avoid Confinement case, in which he was describ~d 
as follows: 

Name 

FBI# 
Race 
Sex 
Nationality 
DOB 
POB 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Blue 
Occµpation 

Socia.l';•security # 
Teeth ··, 
Scars 

PAUL ARTHUR LAIL, JR.·, _Aka 
Paul Alvin Lail, Jr. 
Paul Lail, Jr. 
Paul Arthur Carter 
754 483 A 
White 
Male 
American 

Marion, North Carolina 
. 6' 5" 
170 pounds 
Red 
Eyes 
Sign painter 
electrician 
truck driver 
radio reoa1r man 

I 

No upper 
Scar on left knee 
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E. HILLIARD ALLEN SANDERS 
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- --- ·-. --- __ ¥___________ ---··--------------~-~..-.----, 
On . 5-1-6 8,. _SA' s rrLA.NK E. CORN, SR., and ROB:::IiT C. 

HAINES, interviewed iIILLIARD ALLEN SANDERS, at 137 East 
•Acton Street, Wood River, Illinois. 

SANDERS stated tha_t he was incarcerated in the 
Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri; 
ori 1-20-52, upon conviction of an armed robbery charge 
at St. Joseph, Missouri. He said he was released on 
parole on 9-1-64. · 

SANDERS advise¢! that he never became acquainted 
with or had knowledge of JM,rc-:s EARL RAY <luring the time ho 
was incarcerated in the Missouri State Penitentiary. He 
said that while he was in the penitentiary, he worked at 
several tiades and that the last two jobs he had in the 
penitentiary had to do with the sewing machine mechanic:11 
section and that the last job he had was a halltender from 
1963 to 1964. 

SANDERS said that upon parole he went to Gadsden, 
Alabama, where he lived and worked for appro;dma tely. 18 months; 
that he then went t9, Cqr;1clen, South CaroJ.in·a, where. he whs 
employed by the firLl oi·E. I. DUPONT for 9 months. SA~~~RS 
said that he then ria□e'io~Wood River, Illinois, where _he 
has been working on construction at the S::iell Oil Company 
Plant in Wood River. He i~id that he arrived in Wood River 
in 7-67 and has resided in~ood River since that time. 

. . SANDERS concluded by stating that when na-tional 
publicity was released. con.cerning the · identification of · 
J~~·G?S. E.-\RL 1:AY, he v icy:ed photographs appear-ing qn tc le- ' 
~1s1on and in the news media and determined that he had 
never known RAY while both were at the Missouri State 
Peni tenti::n~y. 
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On 4/20/68 WILBUR CONNORS, aka M1'\:1NY cm-JNORS, 
825 South Fifth Street, Quincy, Illinois, ~as interviewed 
by AS.1\.C DO~JALD .T. SULLIVAN and SA EL YON H. _DAVIS and 
furnished the following information: 

On that date was the first he had learned of his 
wife, KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, had been arrested with 
WALTER RIFE and JAf1ES EARL RAY in Hannibal, Missouri, in 
1955. He advised. that he had never heard his wife mention 
JA!--lES EARL. RAY and is quite certain that she did not know 
RAY or have much of any contact with him. He pointed out in 
1955 his wife was only seventeen years of age and that she 
did not have a criminal record and for this reason he did 
not believe she had been involved with RAY and RIFE in any 
crime. 

WILBUR CONNORS advised that his sister-in-.law, 
LAURA CONNORS, owns the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second 
Street, Quincy, Illinois. CONNORS advised that he is in 
this hotel on almost a daily basis ~nd can state that 
WALTER RIFE was certainly working each day·at :the restaurant 

·and the Virginia Hotel from the period.3/27/68 through. 
4/4/68. . ,.., .,, 

• 
V •!!. \i} , • 

CONNORS adviseq. that h~ personally d!c)es not- know 
JAMES EARL RAY and does not have any information concerning 
RAY's activities or where~bouts. 

On 4/20/68 LAURA CONNORS, owner, Virginia Hotel, 
534. North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois, was intirviewed. 
by SA ELYON. H. DAVIS and ASAC DONALD T. SULLIVAi.~ and 1 
furnished the following inl?rmatio4. 
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Around 2/6/68 she had leased. the restaurant in 
the Virginia Hotel to WALTER TERRY RIFE. She advised 
since that date the restaurant has been operated by RIFE 
and that RIFE has been working in the.;i:-estaurant every day. 
She advised that RIFE's wife, JAN RIFE, gave birth to a 
baby in late 2/68 and for this reason WALTER RIFE had. worked 
from approximately 7:00 each morning until 11:00 at night 
operating the restaurant. She stated that certainly WALTER 

· RIFE was working du~ing the period 3/27/68 until 4/4/68. 

She advised that she does not .know JN•IES EARL RAY, 
FBI No. 306443i, and after viewing five different photographs 
of RAY. advised that this is not an individual who she has 
ever known. She stated that NELBA MARIE RYAN does live at 
the Virginia Hotel and tha.t. s.he had learned on the prev.ious 
night that MELBA MARIE RYAN was a sister to JAMES EARL RAY. 
She stated, however, in her conversations with HELBA rti\RIE 
RYAN, r-1.ELBA Ml'.RIE RYAN had denied any knowledge of the 
whereabouts of RAY and she does not believe that RAY has 
contacted the sister since his escape from the Missouri State 
Penitentiary. 

On 4/20/68 ARTHUR CONNORS advised that he is the 
husband of LAURl\. CONNORS, owner of the Virginia Hotel, 
534 North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois. ARTHUR COHNORS 
advised that he. can verify. that WAL'I'ER RIFE was working . 
at the restaurant in the Virginia Hotel during the period 
of 3/27/68 through 4/4/68. 

ARTHUR CONNORS also ~iewed photographs _of 
JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #306443A. CONNORS adyised that ·thj,s 
individual was completelv unknown to him and he has never 
seen him at the VirginicJ.~ Hotel. 

~-
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On 4/20/6 8 I<ATIIERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, presently 
· married to WILBUR CbNNORS and residin~ 825 South Fifth 
Street, Quincy~ Illinois, was interviewed by ASAC 
DONALD T. SULLIVl\N and SA DAVIS. 

She advised that she had never met JAMES EP..RL 
RAY, FBI #306443A, until one night during 1955 when WALTER 
RIFE,an acquaintance of her, approached her in a tavern 
in Quincy, Illinois, and asked her if she wanted to go with 
RIFE to -HarnHbal:-, Hissouri. ~vhile in the automobile, she 
was introduced to JN{ES EARL RAY and after arrival in 
Hannibal, !-Iissouri, i'J'ALTER RIFE and J·l\EES EARL RAY were 
arrested concerning some postal money orders that had been 
stolen. She advised that she had never seen RAY before 
that date and has never seen him since. She stated that she 
had no information concerning the whereabouts of Rl\Y or 
any information concerning,the background of RAY. 

She advis'ed that her husband did not know R.i"\Y and 
had never heard of her being arrested with RAY and RIFE in 
Hannibal, Missouri. 

She advi.sed' that she is acquainted wit:h :-lELBA i'.-lARIE 
· RYAl~ since MELBA M ... ~RI.E, RYAN· resides at the Virginia Hotel 

·. btit that she did not k:[J.OW. tl].at this was a sister of. JX-lES 
EARL RAY · · ~ . ~ ,. ., . 

She advised that she would furnish any information 
of value that she might learn to the FBI concern~ng ~-AY or 
the RAY and RYA1.'l · family; however, she had none to furnish 
at the present time_.. . · .. , 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS: • 

On. April 24, l968, ART CONNORS, whose wif-e LAt:JRA 
CONNORS, owns the Virginia Hotel in Quincy, Illinois, advised 
that he had received no information concerning JAMES EARL RAY. 
He advised that he intends to cooperate iri every way with .the 
FBI in this matter and will immediately advise the FBI of 
anyt~ini concerning RAY's whereabouts.· 

He advised that RAY's sister, MELBA MARIE RYAN, has 
stated numerous times she has no information as to RAY's where­
abouts. He advised that KATHERINE BUSKIRK, now married to 
CONNORS' brother, WILBUR CONNOil.S, known as MANNY COl'lrTORS, 
has told him. that she knew nothing concerning RAY other 
than she was arrested wit!1 "RAY arid WALTER RIFE at Hanriib.al, 
Missouri, in 1955. Inas~uch as she was not involved and 
knew nothing concerning the passing of the stolen· money 
orders, she was released on the same day of the arrest 
and no charges pressed against her. 

CONNORS advised he is certain in his own mind 
that neither MELBA MARIE RYAN or WALTER TERRY RIFE has 
an~ information con~erning the whereabouts of RAY • 
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The following investigation was conducted at 
the Menard Branch, Illinois State PeniteBtiary, on 
April 26, 1968: 

On April 26, 1968, MAX FRYE, Warden, Menard 
Branch, Illinois State Penitenttary, advised that one 
of the inmates by the name of JOSEPH ADAMS, who works 
in the Office rs Mess at the Penitentiary, indicated 

. to him recently that he was acquainted with JAMES EARL 
RAY havi~g been with him at the Missouri State Penitentiary 
in Jefferson City, Missouri. 

Warden FRYE stated that he did not question 
him concerning his contacts or knowledge of RAY but 
thought it might be of value to interview him. 

On. April 26, 1968, .JOSEPH ADAMS·, also known as 
Shorty, who has Menard #11745 was interviewed at the 
penitentiary and ad.vised a"fter viewing a photograph of RAY 
that he was acquainted with RAY when RAY was at .the Miss:uri 
State Penitentiary. 

ADAMS advised that he left the penitentiary. 
for Menard last October, 1967, and that when he got there, 
RAY was already there. 

ADAMS advised that bis only knowledge of RAY 
was that RAY brought food over to the hospital where 
ADAMS was working and he assumed that RAY. apparently_ worked 
in the prison kitchen.·-., -·, 

~, ' 
~.. ',i 

ADAMS advised that~he never talked directly to RAY 
at any time nor did he ever•Qbserve him with any other inmates. 
Be described RAY as a very quiet individual and this is 
all the information he had concerning him. 

- 126 .... 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



j 
l 

'SI 44-561 

I. JOHN EUGENE GAWRON 

,.: 

- 127 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



l 

l • 

~:; I '1°l-5G1 
J:iD: j!;l.h 
l 

,v~~J}·t1r.:Jn :~.:\X J?llY}:;, · . Il.li110:ls I3tri t:c~ }-"c11i terit iary, 
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C " ... ,_..,,,.,~ "[11·!~ ... ,A .. J":· r~j•!'f·f:e 'fJ1i"t~],~o .:/!;~")r; ✓.~J:;1 (.:'fv,,14r,-,.~f-- 't)r,n1-!"f::it1'1 .... (!"1-:··•~?" 
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t,\18£;).?). •:riJ.a file ;.~oflccte<l tl1e foJ~;lo\i1i1s:.;· bi,cl:~3:rtJl111d ,latn: 

2-L\!:!1~ 
AL!!~GES 

PJ1Cl~ 
(:!'f' .... /' 
1-.)d'.i..,.. 

Di\ TB OF B IP.TH 
PLI1 CI~ OJ/ B Il~j'fii 
IIl~I-GilT 
Yi};!-2ET 
fo'lI~l 
.E.YE8 
FEL1(} IO:! 
E1)UCi\ T!C:11 
11.t.TIO:'f.£lLITY 
MILI'I'ARY 

FBI lill~·!.DI!R 
C(.!ClTI) .t\ rf 1 fJ 1:7 

C.sfi.RA c:·1::-t !G '.f' IC S 

JOi.11i El!G0i:f1~ G[\ T;'rroN 
· J(J11l'l (t.\:~1£\()1~ 
JfiC!{ J)/\ 1:;S()ii 
JCilli (}J1tl::r~~1 
J!iCK !,X)i~LErV 
White 
tfu.lc 

Chicago, Illinois 
5:13,, 
170 pou11d~1 
Or~y 
llazcl 
Catholic 
8th Grado, Chicngo 
l)olis11 
U. s. l\1s:t:::t1.11e Co:r1)s from !!a~y 6, 
1V16, to ~~Y 24, 1917. ~nri~e 
Cory;.s 8E:°~ial !1o~ 733£;6 
Decca3et1, fatl1(JX' dicq 1P31_; 

· mothe1· diecl 1$51. 
_134·Sa4 
Cook nnd b~.Is:er 
Smokes, chews tobncco, antl 
drini,s l10a"!,1 il y 

Th~ fi1o revealed ,t}1n.t GAWIW:T was origiu~lly rqceive<l 
at Joliet 1 Illinois, Poni tcntiary on Eo·1enibe.r 2, 1£;34, trn<l~r 
s.entenc0 of c.ac 'to life for bur:.da:.. ... v. · G!J::ncN' r.eco-ivcd ?:ons.rd ....... ,.,, ' . 
Brunch, Illinois i.}tutc Ponitanti:2>.!'Y c-n July 25, ,1S5D, fr~r1 
.Adar::s County, !llinoir;, ns a parole violntor. GtiWl10N p:u·olod 
frcn !:enard on Uarclr 21, 1 D5S, to Vet{;JJ.'m1s Adm.i:nist1·aticn Hospitnl, 

,. 
1 
·1 
1 

128 

■ - -2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



i 

1 
~ 
j 

2 

\
4Joo.:.l, ,~~:lscc,nsin. I!0 1•c;-:r,.::..:t11ct1 tl1~1:\e tl1rt~o c1n:J~3 nnc1 lo:ft 

\

1

,
1 i·tt:.o:.1t j)OY·~ii2.t:.~iCile (t .. lrr:..-u:~ .. f}i ca;~:rietl r'"i; t:!:(~tt;· tj.iJO iJ:l ::~n 

a}JSCOl'lC101' strltl18 t>.11rt:tl 1{(:~~lOl:'J.:)81• 16, 1£.ti],, \\!110:ft llf:! v;.as l."OtUl"l1Ct1 

to t~l"""\1:~ ......... "f(l ·('• '"'1')•' .. j ..,.• ... r:sl----·• 1 h"'-'t"{1 / ~:::--""l .. !,--f'\,?->< ,~r~~-o-1 .... ~_.,,) t")'~ :t ... ~r--! 1 1 ~l 1-::-::"..-~ 1,,-.,...t.i.,,.t.l"'- .:.."'~ ............ L·-""-;;:..i_.,t;_;~~t.._1• ,....i.·V \.,c.,.,:::'.J J/.:; .. ,4 ---~t";::l ..__..~4 .:.:.::.l-"-..!t..,,. -- j. 1..r:..J~), 

to tl~c ~~0J..cl:tc1~;:; a1::.4:l S11:tJ_o1"'s l!.01:10, C.;tJ:~ricy, .Illir.t-c)is, bt1t t:.::is .rte11ex6 

-J.·oc,':\·~,,-~,-1 ~,..! ..... ,. ... h=-tc:~ !,or-··--o ff:;;~~,~;:f;;.; 1 ~ ~1i1l!"\•~.._~_:-:-:~ t)c .. ,•~-r .~..,,1 ..... 11 1c.-.,.:e1 ":,,~~ 
...,. ..(.. <J ~1/4 '-'- !_I' i!.,.,.J,...,~-~ .-,t :i_i,.._,_.,,. ~,.,_.,. > S _,~,.. ~ '(f. ..-'>"-"•""'" .._. h••;,..J l.- :;...J y..., .t.!~<# .. ._ ..- J -.. ..,.1vO' t .._"'<_ 

sho\-;n ·us· H.107 South l~th, St. Lou:ts, L.Tirn::mn1'"'i. · -

1.'he follor:i1Jc~ indi~"i(lt1aJ~u ,a~c1.,;,e lirJto<l as 
co1"i ... c~;;pondents ii1 Gt\:-;1~()1-J' s f:t1.e: 

Miss r:::\:::Y ;.1Ci.-UCI10l-S, CCHJsdn, 1010 P:,n·k Avenue, 
St. Lpuis, Nissou~i 

tiiss CfiIZOL r:til!E!?, lrttc1.~ G11c·~t1}n i:lS },1!'S. C1\1:~01, Pf;.;:,J1Z}l, 
a fri<:::nd, 1913 Hic1':o:cy St:ror:t ~ Bt. Lo:r:is 1 11:i.Gsol!ri, 
and ·t\J..:.1!>£Ti:T P1~r;1✓1;It 1 l'll~::1 1.n.fayot~te 1~~lc:t1.t:e, !:.it. Lot1ii.1, 
Missouri. 

Qi~estionnnircs were filled cut b~.: cthe :follow:i.ng 
individunlG: 

Date of queD.tion:rrn.ir not shown on fil0. Luc·r-r..,r...,1~ 
MARY 11.YI~Ir ( fl"-iC1lt:1), 7aho l:tst;s ~n s.tli1:cef3G of '7012 
Washinzton (date :1ot show;.1) and 527 Yo:ct, Guin~y ~ . ... 
Illinois, :i:n Jtily, 1£67. 

~ . 

CAEOI. Alr.N 11!Hr.Bl1."(•$econd cousin),. l~tor sho;m· rrs 
CAROL AlT!:1 l?J:~PI>:311; \ lGHt H,r,i'.n:c•y, St. Louis, 1IissouJ.. .. i 

\ 
ALBERT BEN.NY PEPPER (friend), 1015 Allen, St. Louin, 
llissouri 

JOHN LARI!"i 1915 St. Hissouri 

Also includud in the :file v1ore 3 i•e-cl~-ssi:ticntion 
reports dated Jun.a. 10, 1£40; Docembo1 .. 2, 1£'Gl; tnJ.d Sopt,ot:;.;.Jer 2 1 1955, 
which would be of: pertinent background value'" 
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On May 9, 1968, BERNICE DUCKAN and ELIZABETH ZIMMERMAN, 
owners of the Jewel Lounge, 106 {rear) - 5th Street, Peoria, 
Illinois, advised that they have owned that tavern for 
approximately one year. Both are from the State ofCalifornia 
and they advised that the Jewel Lounge was formerly known as the 
m & n Tavern a·nd that the tavern is still commonly referred to 
as· the "Old M & N". The°y advised that the f orme.r tavern · 
owner (1959} called "Rusty"was unknown to them and they could 
£urnish no information concerning her identity or whereabouts. 

On May 10, 1968, LARRY ENNIGER, 1800 North 
Knoxville, Peoria, Illinois, former tavern operator, adused 
that "Rusty" was widely known in the Peoria, Illinois area 
inasmuch as during the 1950s she md~tended bar at two or three 
different establishments. 

On May 13, 1968, BETTY :MEYERS, owner of the 
Beer Barrel Tavern, suggested "Rusty" whose name she did not 
know may be employed at the Piere Marquette Hotel in 
Peoria, Illinois. 

On the same date; PHIL BUSSMAN, Sales Representative, 
Piere Marquette Hotel, identified "Rusy" as Mrs. RAY M. 
TYLER, also known as MELVINA TYLER, 408 Bryan Street, 
Peoria, Illinois and 213 Franklin Street, Bartonville, Illinois. 
He advised she has been employed as waitress in the --lounge 
of_ the hotel for the past 6 years • 

• 
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F0-302 (Rov. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGJ\T!ON 

Dote _ __,_,_M_ay 16 1 . 1968 

MELVINA TY_LER, also known as·"R.usty", and "Mrs. Ray 
M. Tyier, 213 Franklin Street, Bartonville, Illinois, was 
interviewed at her residence regarding her knowledge or any 
prior association with JAMES EARL RAY, FBI# 405 942 G. She 
viewed photographs of RAY.and advised that this individual is 
unknown to her and that she could furnish absolutely no in­
formation regarding this man . 

. She advised that she was the owner on record, and 
operated the M & N Tavern, 106 (rt?ar) -5th Street, Peoria, 
Illinois, during 1958 and 1959. She said she purchased the 
tavern from MILLIE and MAC BURDIN who now operate the. "Galley" 
a basement night club at the Hotel Jefferson, Peoria, Illinois. 
She said prior to 1958, she had operated bars at the Beer 
Barrel, 1034 Northeast Adams Street, Peoria, Illinois, and 
also the Pour House, 800 North Main Street, Peoria, Illinois. 
She advised she was born, in Norfolk,, Virginia, and came to 
Peoria, Illinois, at the age of 16. She advised that she 
married SAM ALLEN in early 1950 and she and ALLEN had had 
business interests in the above taverns between 1953 and 
1959. 

She stated she divorced ALLEN in 1958 and mar.rJ._e_d _ 
RAY M. TYI;ER, a brick layer by trade, in 1960. She advised 
she is the mother bf two children, ages 7 and 8. Sh~ stated 
she has been steadily employed as a waitress at the Piere 
Marquette Hotel, Peoria, Illinois, for the past six years. 

She ~is advi~~d~hat it had been ~eported.ihat she 
.may_ have associated sbci;:tlly with RAY and that .s.he had been 
termed "a girl fri:end ·of RA,Y" about 1959. She stated· ·that 
due to her association wifh\ the -general public for the past 
several years as a waitress~ she had become widely known in 
the Peoria, Illinois area' due to her natural red hair, how­
ever, she advised that in many instances she would not know 
or recall customers who may have remembered her by name. She 
advised she •is positive that,_.she };las never known RAY social_ly 
and has- never correspo6ded w~th him .. She advised that she 
would immediately notify the FBI should any information con-

.,. -:' ... 
· On _ __._5..,./_]...,3,___,_/~6c..8'---_at Bart on vi 1 l "' , I1 J i n a i, s File# SI 4t'--561 

SA ELIAS WILLIAMS, Jf. & 
by. _ __.S.,__A_,__,Q.,__TLLT.L;,E.uN...._1'_.J...,N'---'P:.-. • .__.S.i_TLJ..IN=S.uOu:.NL--_____ -5;s..gk:.:tt~-- Dote dtctoted--'5:c..,/ __ 1_5_/_6_8 ____ _ 
This document contoln< neither recomme~dollons nor condustons of the FBI. It 1~ rhe proo~rty of the FBI and ts loaned to your agency; 
It ond Its conlenls are not lo be distributed oulslda your oa,.n,~ · · 
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cerning this individual come to her attention. 

_ The following physical description was ·obtained 
from observation and interview and comments made by Mrs. 
TYLER:· 

Name: 
Aliases: 

Address: 

Sex: 
Race: 
Age: 
Height: 
We·ight: 
Hair: 
Complexion: 
Marital Status: 

Husband: 
Occupation: 

Previous addresses: 

Tclephon.e· nt.µnbe.~: 

Occupation: 

.. 
• 

133 -

MELVINA TYLER 
"RUSTY" 
Mrs. RAY M. TYLER 
213 Franklin Street 
Bartonville, Illinois 
Female 
White 
40 
5'5" 
130 lbs. 
Red (shoulder length) 
Fair, freckled 
Married (1960) 
RAY M. TYLER 
Brick layer 
408 Bryan Street 
Peoria, Illinois 

· Uniisted . · . . · 
697-0122 
Waitress . 

'. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I 

I 

l 

l 
J 

I 

i . 

1 • 

I 

SI 44-561 

K. JAMES-LAOMA OWENS 

• 
> • 

- 134 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



: i 
I. '. 1: 
'! 
' 

i ·, 
i 
! 
; 

.; 

·' 

SI 44-561 
RLW:skr 
1 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ROY LEE WILKERSON, JR. at Springfield, Illinois: 

At./ 
On May 15, 1968, WILLIAM K0Ff.,MA_N, Di vision of 

Supervision of Paroles, 103 National Guard Armory Building, 
Sprirrgfield, Illinois, advised that his office has a file 
concerning JAMES LAOMA OWENS and OWENS has been incarcerated 
at the State Prison in.Menard, Illinois, and the ~jssouri 
State Penitentiary, Jeff er son City, Missouri. K~tFFMAN 
ad~ised that JA1ZS OWENS has a prison registory number 
for the ~tate Prison of Menard, Illinois, being 20208. 
OWENS' registory number for Missouri State Penitentiary 
at Jefferson· City, Missouri,· is 69846. K4UlFivIAN advised 
that the only description.that he has in his file is as 
follows: 

NAME: 
RACE: 
SEX: 
FBI NUMBER: 
AGE: 
HEIGHT: 
WEIGHT: 
HAIR: 
EYES: ..:., 
COMPLEXION: 
OCCUPATION: . \ \ ·t 

CHARACTERISTICS:~\ 
\ 

JAMES LAOMA OWENS 
White 
Male 
1-397-~7~0_7 _____ _ 
27 on I 5' 2½" ~--------
129 
Charcoal meqium 
Dark Black 
Fair 
Clerk 
Top of head bald. 

..,..,. . 

OWENS was incarcerated at the Illinois State 
Penitentiary, Menard,Branch, Menard, Illinois, having 
number 20208, received from St. ·clair County, Illino·i-s, 
March 12, 19~~' on the crim~ of robb~ry. 

-· 

;- . . ;, . 

K&JFFMAN advised that the mo~t current address 
that his files reveal is an address of 3904 Folsom Avenue, 
St. Louis, Missouri, and this addr~ss was current as of 

·August 15, 1965, as.a communication sent to OWENS on this 
date was not returned. rAlFFlvIAN ~tated that .on Augt:1st 15-, 
1965, OWENS was issued a Certificate of Restora tJ.on of the 
Rights of Citizenship. Kl'UFFMAN stated that JAf·:-:H'~_,,_._ ...... '·!~1TJ.J.._ ____ ..., 

was discharged on June 27, 1965, at the exp:i.:rar:S.f~?tlEio.f-.q.iJi·:oExrn ____ · 
sentence from the S:ta te_ Prison, Mena_r~ ~~~-~£~_,I5&f~~~~g.:-~~mrn,/4/V 

i 
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Illinois. K?JTFMAN advised that he has not had any further 
com~unication or correspondence with OWENS since August 15, 
1965. 

@.lFFMAN stated that any additional information 
peeded concerning OWENS could be obtained from.the Missouri 
State Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, or the 
State Penitentiary of Menard, Illinois, and this information 
at the penitentiaries would be m6re current then the 
information that he has, especially information concerning 
description and background information. ' i • ......__, ___ ... ----
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L. ANDREW WILSON "BLACKIE" DE CORE 
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Menard Prison records reflect on May 17, 1968,. 
ANDREW WILSON DE CORE, also known as De Cora and Blackie 
De core, Menard #23415 received Menard Prison, June 15, 1953, 
on a transfer from Joliet, Illinois prison to serve a 
sentence of 1 to 20 years for robbery. 

. . DE CORE was paroled June 15, 1959 to Rev. JAMES 
WINENEGAR, St. Louis Rescue Mission, St. Louis, Missouri, 
and was returned as a parole violator to Menard, July 19, 
1960. He was paroled January·15, 1965 to Baptist Rescue 
Mission, Collinsville,Avenue, East St. Louis, Illinois. 
He was returned to Menard as parole violator, May 28,1965. 
He was discharged upon expiration of sentence, 
December 20, .1966. Upon disc-harge, he expressed intention 
of going to his sister's r_esidence, Mrs. YALANDA DI CASOLA 
and _her husband, VINCENT, 37555 Glenmore Drive-, Freemont, 
California. Other friends and relatives contained in 
prison records are as follows: 

Brother 

ANTHONY DE CORE 
713 South Claremont, 
Chicago, Illinois or 
1938 North 70th 
Melrose Park, Illinois; 

..:..r ;t 

Sister • · ".. ~:}. 
·,,.. 

Mrs • MART.HA BU'ITIT!'P, -
husband - BENNIE \ 
9241 North Maple Court, 
Morton Grove, Illinois; 

Sister 

NANCY COSENTINO 
502 East Memorial 
Bensonville, Illinois; 
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Niece 

Mrs. GEORGE ROGERS 
2020 North Le Clare 
Chicago, Illinois; 

Cousin 

PAT-COLI.ESE 
1641 North Latrobe, 
Chicago, Illinois 

Fiance 

Miss HELEN HARE 
3020 West Madison, 
Chicago, Illinois; 

Brothers 

HARRY DE CORE and NICK DE CORE 
addresses unknown 

Friend 

Miss MARY SAWYER 
City Hospital Number 1 
1515 Lafayette Street 
St. Leu is, M_;ss9pri. 
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The following investigation wcis conducted by SA 
EDWARD A. CARPENTER: 

At East St. Louis, Illinois 

On :fv!ay 22, 1968, Reverend DAVID BLISS., Pas tor of the 
Baptjst Rescue Mission, located in East St. Louis, Illinois, 
was contacted and advised that A:NDREW'WILSON DE CORE is unknown 
to him, and according to his records, he could not identify 
him in the East St. Louis, Illinois area and could not 'identify 
him as having given any service at the Rescue Mission. 

Reverend BLISS advised that in the event that DE CORE 
should contact the mission, that ~he would make this fact known 
to the FBI. 

, 
\ ~:} -~-

. ;'s !!"-\ 

"\ 
\ 
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V. INVESTIGATION AT ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY 
PONTIAC BRANCH 
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A. RECORDS RE JAMES EARL RAY 

142 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561 

STOWE., SYMON, Supervising Sociologist, Illinois_ 
State Penitentiary, Pontiac, Illinois on April 25, 1968, advised 
his file contains little information concerning RAY who was 
a model prisoner while incarcerated Pontiac, July 7, 1952 
until discharged March 12, 1954. He stated RAY was confined 
on a charge of robbery under Criminal Court, Cook County, Illinois 
case 52-1155 which sets forth in statement of facts subject at 
time of arrest, in. Chicago, Illinois was wounded in both 
arms by police bullets. No information was located at 
Pontiac describing wounds or location of scars. Subject 
RAY at Pontiac as.signed Honor Farm, August 12, 1952 until 
discharge. This is dormitory type housing rather than 
cell type. Subject was assigned to the kitchen as a cook and 
also on officers quarters detail. 

The following inmates were identified am.are set 
forth with their last known addresses furnished the prison 
at their time of release: 

LEE MILLER 
Pontiac Number 19200 
6538 North Talman Street 
3542 SouthPort 
Chicago, Illinois; 

EDWARD PAUL RIVERA, 
Pontiac Number 19294 
515 West ·68rd Street, 
Chicago, Illinois;'~ 

.. ;, 

GUS MARZAHN \\. 
Pontiac Number 19095' 
1620 West Nelson Street, 
Chicago, Illinois; 

CHARLES REED 
Pontiac Number 18492 
228<3 Street 
Madison. Illinois 

and 
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FRED M,. PETRAKIS 
Pontiac Number 18516 
Route 1 
Peoria, Illinois 
518 Sanford Street, 
Peoria, Illin~is; 

KENNETH D. FOSDYCK, 
Pontiac Number 19218 
Route 1 
Bushnell, Illinois; 

DWIGHT ROWE 
Pontiac Number 19086 

'432½ South Vine, 
Kewanee, Illinois •. 
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B. INTERVIEWS WITH POSSIBLE INMATES 
OF JAMES EARL RAY 
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On 4/28/61, FRED PE'I'RAIC!S, 2904 1-Torth Avalon 
Place, Peo:i:is., Illinois, a forr:10r innmte a:c :Pontiac Pen-· 
i tentiary, 1.vas 'shO"'lf.n o.. 1955 photo3::rnph of Jl:i.hl.ES E.tlRL IU.Y 
without effecting an identificetion. 

PETRAKIS advised that for ebout one 2nd one-hf'i.lf 
months in late 1953, he served as a b3rb--a:r· 2t the Pontiuc 
Honor Farm in the pe11i ten tinry, ho-,"Javer, he dces not recnll 
RAY. Prior to this, he cut irrn1,1tcs' hair at the rm.in 
prison nnd ser.-..red thirty-three 1tor1ths n.t Pm.iti::-~·c ·frorn 19 56 
to (;;ttrly 1953 before beii1g pax·oled. PET?.l':i.!GS :i..tlvised thnt 
he took inmate: l!CRMN DEAN's.pl~ce as a bzi.rber and thnt 
DEAN may recall RAY. 

On 5/1/63, NOR~N DEAH, bari:J~r, 927 . Cour_t Street, 
Pekin, Illinois, a former im~ate at Pontiac Penitentiary, 
was shoVln n 1955 photogr~ph of JA~S Ei'ffi,L P~lY without 
effecting an ice.ritificatiqn. D~.AN t!.dvise<l th3t he ,;-;1as 
disch:i.rged from Ponti~c ch.it:ing tbe __ Yi~.ntor oi · 1952 and never 
cut hair on the Honor Fa~nl'J°' 110- -possessed no info2:mation 
regarding RAY and was not ~J:1-are that RAY wns confined at 
Pontiac during the ti~e of his incnrcerntion. 

\ ; 
:_ ___ . ------------~-~~--,-----·---·-. -.-· -·--➔ 
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