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JOHN EUGENE GAWRON, residing af 11th

Street, St. Louis, Missouri, was born on
at Chicago, Illinois, and estimates that he has spent about
45 years of his life in penal institutions.

Paroled in 1954 {0 a Soldier's Home, Quincy,
Illinois, GAWRON hecame acquainted at a tavern in Quincy
with LUCILLE RYAN who was separated from her husband,
JERRY RAYNES, LUCILLE had a daughter named CAROL, then
living with her; a son named JERRY, who was also living with
her; a son named JIMMY (JAMES FARL RAY), who was then
serving a Federal sentence in the U, 8. Penitentiary,
Leavenworth, Kansas; a son named FRANKLIN DENNIS RAYNES,
deceased a daughter named MFLBA wi. 2 &

p-anage located“at Alt@n, 1111n01s and a son named
JOHN (JACK), who was serving a sentence in the Illinois
State Penitentiary, Menard, I[iiinois,

GAWRON, allegedly involved in a burglary at Quincy,
Illinois, in 1956, had his parole revoked and was returned
to the Illinois State Penitentiary, but in 1959 he escaped
from this institution. After a few days, he went to the
home of LUCILLE RYAN (RAYNES) where her mother, MARY MAHGR,
was operating a rooming house, and GAWRON resided with
LUCILLE at 1913 Hickory, St. Louis, Missouri.

During a period of several months in 1959, he was
closely associated with JAMES EARL RAY and taught him to be
& burglar and they went together on a number of burglaries,
estimated to be twelve, They were committed outside St.
Louis in the northern part of Missouri, in Iowa, and in
Illinois. GAWRON taught JIMMY (JAMES EARL RAY) to always
wear gloves on any kind of a job, and he was surprised that
he would now go on any job without wearing gloves at the
risk of leaving fingerprints.

Together they spent a great deal of time, and in
St. Louis they frequented & tavern known as Ruby's Bar, later
known as the Haven Bar, Lafayéte Street, just west of 18th.
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RAY generally drank bourbon, whiitch he mixed with sweet soda.
He did not drink beer or smoke. Shen neeting any girl for
the first time, he (RAY) had a temdency to lisp or stutter
in his speech. ¥When RAY wanted a giri, GaWEON uswally found
a girl for him and on such occasions, his relationship with
the girl was only brief and temporary at some second or
third rate hotel room.

RAY dresses extremely well when he has money, likes
good food, and buys expensive clothes, but he always chooses
a second or third rate hotel or a cheap rooming house in
which to live.

GAWRON, RAY, and JAMES OWENS, with whom RAY was
arrested and sentenced to the Y¥issouri State Penitemntiary,
cased the XKroger Store in East 8% Louis, Illinois, for a
robbery. GAWRON declined to participate because of the
danger involved.

The following day RAY and OWENS were arrested
and subseguently RAY was transferred to the Migssouri State
Penitentiary. GAWRON has not seen RaY since that time.

In 1961, GAWRON, ALRERY PEPPER, znd JOHN RAY,
brother-in-law and brother of JAHES FARL RAY, respectively,
were arrested at Louisiana, Missouri, and while his parole
was revoked, the other two persons received sentences of
ten days in jail. He does not believe that JAXES EARL RAY
knows ALBERT PEPPER, who is married to RAY's sister.

GAWRON is on friendly terms with JERRY RAY and
CAROL RAY PEPPER. All of RAY's family referred to him as
“Uncle JACK,” although he has no family relationshi
The PEPPERs have two young sons

operate the Grapevine Tavern, and JOHN R&Y is active in
the operation of this taverm at St. Louls, Missouri.

GAWRON stated that insofar as he knows, the
subject has not been in St. Louls since his escape from the
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