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- . By JIM ADAMS

-Courier-Journal'Staft Writer

said yesterday that he has turned over
to the House ASsassinafions Committee
an allegation that FBI agents and police

Snyder said that in late February he
|lreceived a letter from “a former police-
yman* who claims he was twice offered
1 $500,000 to kill King, .

!1 Pnyder made his comments yesterday

while taping a4 WHASTY News Confer-

-jenge program, which will -he broadeéast .

¢} at §2:30 p.m, tomorrow on WHAS televis
- sion and radio. - ) .
,+ _ Snyder would not reveal the name .of
.ithe “former policeman makKing * the
i charge, or «the . names of three FBI

izagenfs and several policeman who alleg- -

edly were involved in.thé plot. Snyder
also declined -to manie the police force
rthat the ‘man worked on for'more than
20 years. - T
Snyder' made- yio. connection between
the offer allegedly made to the police-
| man.and the actual killing of King. -
i “I have always had confidence in the

| major Jaw enforcement agencies of this-

country, and 1 had to assume ‘that what
they determined -(about the slaying) was
accurate,” Snyder said. “Now I think
this is something that needs to be inves-
tigated” - : .

Richard: A. Sprague, the -Philadelphia
atforney who is -chief “counsel for the
assassinations committee, last night con-
firmed that Snyder had turned -over ma-
ferial containing the allegation, but re-
Wfused:to.answer questions about it.

“The matter you refer fo Has been
5re£e§red to the committée and is under
investigation,” he said &by telephone
#rom Philadelphia,

s King wasslain in Memphis; Tenn,, in,
1968, and. James Earl Ray was convicted
of killing him. The House committee

last fal began investi gating’ the .assassi- .-

nations\ of King and  President Joh’
Kennedy. The commitiee’s fundii
pires March 31, - P
£
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allegation of plot

U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-4th District, .

Plotted to kill Dr. Martin' Luther King:
Jr, t

e et s e e

|

Snyder, who voted against the com- .
mittee initially, told The Courier-Journal *
in an interview last night that he will
vote to-continue funds for its investiga- -
tion solely on the basis of the allegation
broughtto him. =

Snydér said he Had no explanation for °
‘why the policernan brought the chafges
‘to him, rather than directly to-the om-

- mittee. The policeman asked Snydei} to -

put him in"touch with the commit e,
the congressman said, - . . .-

He $aid"the former policemarn had at-
tempted to turn a ’cape'zj_ecor.diqg of the
$500,000 offer-oyer to Ray’s: attorneys,
but finally was asked by one of the -at-
{forneys’ investiggtgrs “where he plamed
to hide if he tried to do anythinig with
the tape.” . . i -

Asked if He believes the man’s allega-
tion, Snyder said, “I don’t know. But I
think charges such as this need 6. pe
investigated.” . ., :

Snyder said he has discussed the
charges with JU.S. Rep. Samuel I. De. -
vine of Ohio, the ranking minority mem-
ber on the committee. He said Devi é, a.
former ¥pBI agent, checked into, the'
an’s background and found: him. #h be

-“a solid citizen,” Devine couild nof, e

reached last night, - .
*_Styder told WHAS, “F have talked to
hime (the policemany bersonally and in
my opinion he > Abpears to be a fesponsi-
ble citizen, ., ,-7» . - -
He . told the ‘television station, “He
(the former officer) was approached .to
assassinate Martin Luther King, He
‘names three IBI officers, he mnames

three or four prominent people at that
time in the police deparfment, He indi-
cates that the offer was madé on two
occasions “in: his automobile where he
had a tape recorder; that he taped those *
items. One of them (the tapes) was wto-
Ien, the.other he stil] has.”

Snyder said the man went to |Wash-
ington .and either appeared befojle the

commiitee or was. interviewed Py. its.
staff, Snyder said the committee Has the

"tape. Asked if he has g copy of the
tape, T S
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* ‘that the sian worked on for more-than
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g By JIM ADAMS
q:oﬁriér.-.lplirnal‘staﬂ‘V{rifer
U.S. Rep, Gene’Snydér, R-4th. District,

| said yesterday that he has’ tyrned: over

-

to the House Assasinations ‘Comfnittes’

an allegation: thaf FBI agents ang: police
plotted to kill Dr. Martin_ Luther. King
Jr. ) ’ L L
Snyder said that in jate February he
received a letter from “a former police-
may” who -claims he was twice 6ffared.
$5004000 to kill King. .
-"Sn\def: made his coinfnents yesterday-
‘whild\ taping 2 WHAS TV News. Confer-
ence program, which -Will :be broadeast
at 1230 p.m, tomorrow on WHAS télevi-
sionand tadio. - ,
Snyder would ngt reveal the name of
the former policeman: - making the

- edly wefe ihvilved in the, plot. Snyder

charge, of thé .names of. thiee¢ FBI

agents and several policeman who, allez.
,also. declined to ‘fiamé the :Dolice force
20 years. 7

Snyder -inade’ no conneétion” betiveen
the’ offer allegedly made to the police-

" man and the astual killing of King.  -.-

“I have always had confidence in the
major law ‘enforcement agencies of this
country, afid I had ‘to asstime that what

they determined (about thé slaying) was

- aceurate,” ‘Shyder said,’“Now I think

-this is something that needs to be inves:
tigated.” L
Richard A. Sprague, the Philadelphia

attoriiey who'is chief. counsel for.the -

| assassinations commiittee, last Right co-
»firmed that Snyder had turiied over ma-
Vterial containifg the allegation, buf re-
- Tuséd to answet qitestions about it;

i © “The matter you refér to has been
ireferred to the committée and is vinder
'investigation,” he said by - telephone
{from-Philddelphia, .

i King was slain in Mernphis, Tenn., in
*1968, and James Earl Ray was -convicted
vof killing Kim, The House committee
Jast fall, began investigaﬁipg the assassi-
.nations £ King and Président John
he committeels funding ex-

3]
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Snyder gives pa
‘allegation ¢

_ (Mount Clipping in Space Below)
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f plot

Snyder, “who voted agiifist the dom-
mittee nitially, told The Courief-Jourhal’

“in an: interview last. night that he will

vote {0 continue funds for its investiga-

.-tion selely on the basis of lt'ﬁ*é allegation

brought to.him.

Snyder said he had no explanation- for

why the policeman brought the. charges.
to. him, rather than directly to 4
‘mittée, The policeman asked' Snhydér to
put Him in touch with 1lfe -committee,
the congressman said, A
He s3id the former policeman: had: at-
Jtempted to-turn 2 tape recording of the
$500,000 offer over to Ray’s attorneys;
but finally was ‘asked: By one of the at-
tonneys‘-inVestigatorg “where he planned
1o hide if he tried 4o, do" anything ¥
the tape)” .- - i
Asked: if‘hé believes ‘thé -man’s ajlega-
tion, Snyder_ said, “T don’t know. But' I

" think charges such ag this need, 4o be .

invéstigated:” |

Snyder * aid “he “has' discussed the

chavges with U.S.-Rep. Samuel L. De-
Yine of Ohio, the ranking mihotity mem-
‘He said Deying, a.

ber o the committee; a \
former FBIL agent, checked into, the

mar’s. hackground"and: found. Kin “to be -

“a’ solid citizen:” Devine ¢ould ot be
reached last night. = - - ‘
‘Snyder. told WHAS, “I have talked to.
him' (the moliceman) personally and. in
my -opinion he appears to. be a Tesponsi-
Jble citizep, . ., ¥ - . A
He told the telé\fi‘sion.,st_atibn; “He
(the former officer) was approached-to
assassinate: Marfin® Luther King, He
names.. threg FBI officers, he ‘names
three or four prominent pédple at that
time in the police departrient. He indi.
catés that the, ‘offer Wwas, made on two
occasions in. his ‘automobile where he
‘had: a tape recorder, that hé taped' those:

-items. One of them (the ‘tapes) was,sto

Ien, the other He still:has,

‘Snyder .said the man went to Wash:
ingtoR and -either appeared ‘before the
cominittee or was Jnterviewed sby its
f;aff. Snyder said the committee as the
ape: - ‘
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LOUISVILLE Ky. (AP) —
The ‘wife-of a former ‘Louisville
)policeman has told néwsmen
her husband, Clifton: Baird, is
the source. of’therallegatlon that

of the Lou1sv1lle pohce depart-

by a private $ecirity ageiicy,
was out-of town'and unavaxlable
for comment.

He-is reported to have been a:
\patrolman on the, Louisville
| police force. from 1949 to 1975,

: Baird’s wnfe, Mary, 44 was
5quoted by WHAS-TV and The
{ Courier Journal as confu-mmg

allegatlons that he was offered
£$500,000 to. kill the: civil rights
[Ieader, who was. assassmated in
}1968. James Ear] Ray was im-
prxsoned in. Tennessee oii. a
.murder charge. stemming’ from
uthe, assassination. -~

. spokesman for the; ‘House Select

.as' conflrmmg Baird' ‘was, the

source of the allegations.
.Attenjpté Tuesday ight to

reach Mrs. Baird. aboiit the

.cessful.

Rep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky.;
idiscloged last. week that he talk-
'ed with a retlred police officer
iwho clalmed he was. offéered
money tovkill King. Snyder- did
not name5 ‘the officer or the c1ty

'FBI agents and some meémbeis’

' ﬂBut Bau'd 50 now employed '

her husband was the soufce of

y WHAS also quoted a

Committee on Assassmatxons. .

.media reports were unsue-*

(Mounf Chppmg in Space Below)

" Assas sination -«
clue 1dent1fled

in whxch the aueged plot -ges:
curred, but said he referred:the
man to the House assassina-
tions coinmittee. -

Contacted at honie Tuesday.

'mght about whether Baird was

the man; Snyder refused to
comment .

> Earlier, Sryder. quoted from'
a* Ietter he! sajd the man had
written. which. said, “While I
was.iri:the pohce department I
was* mnocently -involved in 4
conspiracy to assassmate :DF,
Martin Lutheér King. ”

The congressmarn said of the
‘man making the alIegatlon “1
donit think. that he's a Kook. I’
not iff a- posmon to say whether
he’ ’s telhng the truth or: ‘not; bt
he does not. -appeéarto meto, be a
person other ‘than totally ra-
‘tional:” ,

Snyder -said hé hstened t0 a
tape recording, tiow in. the

"hands of Housé mvestlgators, .
which purports to contain con-

versatxons relating to the, alleg- ‘
-ed conspiracy. ’
A committée: -spokesman sa1d
the allegatwns are being in-
vestigated. Tf the House votes
next week to extend the com-

" miftee’s: ¢harter, committee in-

vestlgators may meet with- ‘the
man.in Louxsvﬂle next month
the spokésman said.
Louisville Police Chief John,
Nevin saxd the departinient has
not received any official, com- .
munications from the_
aSsassmatlons comittee,

©)
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G overnment”

told of King
jitigl m?@»@f @‘f:@ i

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) -
S. Atty. George Long says he
has told the Justice Department
about an allegation that
Louisville police and FBI
agents conspired to assassinate
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Long said Friday that the
Justice Department hasn’t

Jdecided yel whether it will in- -

vestigate the allegations
disclosed last week by Rep.
Gene Sayder, R-Ky.

Snyder said he was contacted
by a man who told bim of a con-
spiracy to kill the late civil

rights leader. The man alleged, -

Snyder said, that six members
of the I ouisville Police Depart-
ment »nd several FBI agenis
were involved. \

Snyder has refused to dlvulge
the man’s name. However, Th3
Kentucky Post reported that
Cli’ton Baird, 50, a retired
Lotjsville policeman, made the
alleyations, and his wife Mary,
44, confirmed it.

Baud has not been available

for comment since his wife con-_

‘firmed he told Snyder of the
alleged plot.

Snyder, who still refuses to
identify the person’ who con-
tacted him, said he talked with
the man ‘‘face to face.” The
congressman quoted the man as
saying he was offered $500,000
to kill King, assassinated in

Mernphis, Tenn., in 1268. James

Earl Ray is su'vmg 99 years in
prison for the murder of King.
Mrs. Baird said her hushand
is a security guard, that he
petired fress the police depart-
ment after 20 vears service 2ad
thét he is oul of town on n
ass.gnment. She has refused lo
elabarate.
3

#

i
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She said her }-v"b""ld her,
of the alleged plot sCW%h years
ajo, when they were married
He told Snyder, she said,
because he wanted “lo know
why someone asked him” to kill
King. It had been “bothering
him,”’ she said. .

Snyder said the man told hu’n
“he had contacted one of Ray's

. attorneys, who dismissed the
allegation as untrue. Snyder,
however, said his impression of
the man led him to believe t_he
charge at least should be in-
vestigated. Snyder said the man
was “rational” and that the FBI
considered him a “‘solid citizen
type.”

y’?‘he man told Snyder that he
tape-recorded the alleged offer
fvhich he said was naage in «
car, the congressmin said.
Snyder also said the {ape has;
bien turned over to the House
Select Committee on Assassina-
tions, along with a letter from
the man in which names of
policemen and FBI agents
allegedly involved were listed.

Snyder said he listened to a

. copy of the tape but that most of
it was inaudible. However, he
seid he heard enough to
establish it had something to do
wEh King and money.

nyder said, additienally,
that he changed his mind aboul
extending fuading for the com-
mittee on the basis of his cory
versation with the man.

Louisville Police Chief John
Nevin said his department
would not know where to begin
an investigation but thal he “
would like to be supplied with
any information the Hotse com-
miitee has on the alleged in-
volvement by Louisville police.

“I would very much like to
have the information furnished
to us 50 we can ask some serious
questions,” Nevin said. “Right
now, it is really most difficult to
deal with the situation, but I '
certainly think before it’s over A

- were going to have to look in'g 4
it, o question about it.” A

! b
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

3/30/77

Date of transcription

On March 29, 1977, at approximately 7:28 PM,
Special Agents EDMUND V, ARMENTO and CHRIS R, HOEHLE arrived
at the residence of CLIFTON E. BAIRD, 7813 Edsel Lane,
Iouisville, Kentucky, for the specific purpose of contacting
BAIRD in an effort to arrange a suitable interview of BAIRD
with Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) in the presence of Assistant United States Attorney
(AUSA) ALEXANDER T, TAFT, JR. in connection with an allegation
of an offer reportedly made to BAIRD by unnamed FBI Agents
during 1966 to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Contact
was made inasmuch as BAIRD had failed to initiate contact with
the FBI or the United States Attorney's Office on March 29,
1977, as had been requested of his wife, MARY BAIRD, during
previous contact on March 26, 1977.

Upon arrival at the BAIRD residence, MARY BAIRD:-
answered the doorbell, at which time Special Agents immediately
identified themselves and displayed their credentials. MARY
BAIRD acknowledged that she recognized both Special Agents
from previous contact with same on March 26, 1977, however,
requested that Special Agents speak with her outside her
residence, Interviewing Agents requested entrance into her
residence for privacy reasons inasmuch as neighbors were
sitting on front porches in close proximity to BAIRD residence
and would be able to overhear all conversation., Entrance into
residence was granted by MARY BAIRD following the above request,
Upon entering the residence, MARY BAIRD was asked if she had been
in contact with her husband, CLIFTON E., BAIRD, to which she
replied that her husband was in facik present at the residence,

CLIFTON E, BAIRD entered the living room of the
BAIRD residence, at which time Special Agents attempted to
identify themselves with credentials in the presence of
BAIRD's wife and explain the purpose of the contact. CLIFTON
E. BAIRD exclaimed that he knew who the Special Agents were,
refused to shake hands or look at the credentials. BAIRD
stated, "I know who you are.', not giving the interviewing
Agents opportunity to explain the reason for instant contact.
BAIRD was immediately advised that the Attorney General of the
United States had specifically requested he be interviewed

3/29/77 Louisville, Kentucky Ls 44-947-400

Interviewed on, at File # __

SA CHRIS R. HOEHLECZAS
SA EDMUND V. ARMENTQ/AVA/scs

3/30/77

Date dictated,

This document confains neither recommendafions nor conclusions of the FBI. [t is the property of the FB! and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contenis are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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concerning allegations recently revealed by BAIRD to United
States Representative M. G. (GENE) SNYDER. BAIRD blurted,
"I have no statement to make. Just leave.', not allowing
interviewing Agents to complete statement.

BAIRD became visibly upset and his eyes appeared
glassy and moist, speaking abruptly and not allowing interviewing
Agents to express themselves fully. While leaving residence
at the specific direction of BAIRD, Special Agents again
advised BAIRD that the sole purpose of the contact was to
arrange an interview of BAIRD with Special Agents of the FBI
in the presence of a representative of the United States
Attorney. BAIRD immediately inquired as to the identity of
the United States Attorney and when informed that the local
United States Attorney was GEORGE J. LONG, JR., BAIRD exclaimed,
"Don't bring that man out here, I have no use for him."

BAIRD further exclaimed, "I have received numerous threats

from the FBI over the last ten years." and "I have nothing

to say." BAIRD terminated the contact by stating, "I'll

say it all to the House Committee." Immediately prior to
termination of contact, BAIRD was advised that if he possessed
any evidence of misconduct on the part of any FBI Agent, he
should immediately bring same to the attention of the Attorney
General of the United States. Contact was terminated at 7:32 PM
and Special Agents immediately departed the area of the
residence,

N
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(] Facsimile (] Priority (] SECRET
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MEFTO
{3 CLEAR
Date 3/29/77

FM LOUISVILLE (44-497) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)  IMMEDIATE | [L7
BT

EFTO

MURKIN

AT 7:28 P.M. ON MARCH 29, 1977, SECOND ATTEMPT TO CONTACT
CLIFTON E. BAIRD, 7813 EDSEL LANE, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, WAS
MADE BY BUREAU AGENTS IN EFFORT TO ARRANGE INTERVIEW IN PRESENCE
OF ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY (AUSA) ALEXANDER T. TAFT,
JR., IN CONNECTION WITH ALLEGATION OF OFFER MADE BAIRD BY
UNNAMED FBI AGENTS DURING 1966 TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR.

PREVIOUS ATTEMPT TO INTERVIEW BAIRD MADE MARCH 26, 1977,

AT WHICH TIME ARRANGEMENTS MADE WITH MARY BAIRD, WIFE OF CLIFTON
E. BAIRD, FOR LATTER TO NOTIFY AUSA TAFT OR BUREAU AGENTS UPON
RETURN TO LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, FROM UNDISCLOSED LOCATION WITHIN

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY ON MARCH 29, 1977. BAIRD DID NOT

1l - Usa, Lou:.sv1lle

1 - 100-4583 \s”@,\ Searched
(D)~ 44-497 « P‘ OF@ Serialized

A

Jd7-1f¢
Vﬁy’)‘ - 455 1

SN\ & B
EVA:1 \§ /'yj)%' P‘é ndexed
(3) 5

Approved: gsc /ﬁ’VA/LKJ‘ Transmlt%ga @07 gé//(j,;z Per L@V

(Number) (Time)

GPO : 1977 O - 225-539
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 pace ™o s 44-497 EFTO 777
INITIATE CONTACT AS REQUESTED, HENCE SECOND ATTEMPT TO CONTACT
BAIRD MADE BY BUREAU AGENTS EVENING OF MARCH 29, 1977, TO

ARRANGE INTERVIEW.

UPON ARRIVAL AT RESIDENCE, MARY BAIRD ANSWERED DOORBELL
AT WHICH TIME BUREAU AGENTS IMMEDIATELY IDENTIFIED THEMSELVES.
MARY BAIRD ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SHE RECOGNIZED BUREAU AGENTS FROM
PREVIOUS CONTACT ON MARCH 26, 1977, HOWEVER, REQUESTED THAT
BUREAU AGENTS SPEAK WITH HER OUTSIDE RESIDENCE. BUREAU AGENTS
REQUESTED ENTRANCE FOR PRIVACY REASONS AND WERE GRANTED SAME.
UPON ENTERING RESIDENCE, MARY BAIRD WAS ASKED IF SHE HAS BEEN
IN CONTACT WITH HUSBAND, TO WHICH SHE REPLIED THAT HUSBAND
WAS PRESENT AT RESIDENCE.

CLIFTON E. BAIRD ENTERED LIVING ROOM AT WHICH TIME BUREAU
AGENTS ATTEMPTED TO IDENTIFY THEMSELVES WITH CREDENTIALS, IN
PRESENCE OF WIFE, MARY BAIRD, AND EXPLAIN PURPOSE OF CONTACT.
CLIFTON E. BAIRD EXCLAIMED THAT HE KNEW WHO BUREAU AGENTS WERE
AND REFUSED TO LOOK AT CREDENTIALS. BAIRD WAS ADVISED BY BUREAU
AGENT THAT ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES HAD SPECIFICALLY
REQUESTED BAIRD BE INTERVIEWED CONCERNING ALLEGATIONS RECENTLY

REVEALED BY BAIRD TO U.S. REPRESENTATIVE M. G. (GENE) SNYDER,

Approved: Transmitted Per
(Number) (Time)

GPO : 1977 O - 225-539
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PAGE THREE LS 44-497 EFTO
4TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, KENTUCKY. BAIRD STATED, "I HAVE NO
STATEMENT TO MAKE. JUST LEAVE."

BAIRD BECAME VISIBLY UPSET AND EYES APPEARED GLASSY AND
MOIST, SPEAKING ABRUPTLY AND NOT ALLOWING BUREAU AGENTS TO
EXPRESS THEMSELVES. WHILE LEAVING RESIDENCE AT SPECIFIC DIRECTION
OF BAIRD, BUREAU AGENTS AGAIN ADVISED BAIRD THAT SOLE PURPOSE OF
CONTACT WAS TO ARRANGE INTERVIEW OF BAIRD WITH BUREAU AGENTS IN
PRESENCE OF UNITED STATES ATTORNEY (USA) REPRESENTATIVE. BAIRD
INQUIRED AS TO IDENTITY OF USA AND WHEN INFORMED LOCAL USA WAS
GEORGE J. LONG, JR., BAIRD EXCLAIMED, "DON'T BRING THAT MAN OUT
HERE, I HAVE NO USE FOR HIM." BAIRD FURTHER EXCLAIMED, "I HAVE
RECEIVED NUMEROUS THREATS FROM FBI OVER LAST TEN YEARS." AND
"I HAVE NOTHING TO SAY." BAIRD TERMINATED CONTACT BY STATING,
“I'LL SAY IT ALL TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE." IN OBVIOUS REFERENCE
TO HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA). IMMEDIATELY
PRIOR TO TERMINATION OF INTERVIEW, BAIRD WAS ADVISED THAT IF HE
POSSESSED ANY EVIDENCE OF MISCONDUCT ON THE PART OF ANY FBI
AGENT, HE SHOULD IMMEDIATELY BRING SAME TO THE ATTENTION OF THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES. CONTACT WAS TERMINATED

AT 7:32 P.M.

Approved: Transmitted Per
(Number) (Time)

GPO : 1977 O -~ 225-539
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I

Date :

PAGE FOUR LS 44-497 EFTO

AUSA ALEXANDER T. TAFT, JR., ADVISED OF ABOVE ON MARCH 29,
1977, AND COPY OF INSTANT COMMUNICATION BEING DISSEMINATED
LOCALLY TO USA, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY.
ADMINISTRATIVE:

RE LOUISVILLE TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED MARCH 26, 1977.

BUREAU AGENTS ATTEMPTING TO ARRANGE INTERVIEW OF BAIRD ON
MARCH 29, 1977, IDENTIFIED AS SUPERVISOR EDMUND V. ARMENTO AND
SA CHRIS R. HOEHLE, WHO HANDLED THEMSELVES IN BUSINESSLIKE,
CORDIAL MANNER, EXHIBITING GREAT RESTRAINT WHILE DEALING WITH
OBVIOUSLY HOSTILE, CONTEMPTUOUS, AND APPARENTLY DISTRAUGHT
INDIVIDUAL.

INASMUCH AS COMPLETE RESULTS OF INTERVIEW ARE SET FORTH
HEREIN, LHM NOT BEING SUBMITTED UACB.

BT

Approved: Transmitted Per
(Number) (T'ime)
GPO : 1977 O - 225-539

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LSOAAT AR90410
® HI
DE LS
03004102 MAR 77
Rl LOUISVILLE (44~497)
T0 DIRECTOR (44-38861) IMMEDIATE
BT
EFTO
MURKI N
AT 7:28 P.M. ON MARCH 29, 1977, SECOND ATTEMPT TO GONTACT
(LIFTON E. BAIRD, 7813 EDSEL LANE, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, WAS
MADE BY BUREAU AGENTS IN EFFORT TO ARRANGE INTERVIEW IN PRESENCE
OF ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY (AUSA) ALEXANDER T. TAFT,
R., IN CONNECTION WITH ALLEGATION OF OFFER MADE BAIRD BY
UNNAMED FBI AGENTS DURING 1966 TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING,
R. | |
PREVIOUS ATTEMPT TO INTERVIEW BAIRD MADE MARCH 26, 1977,
AT WHIGH TIME ARRANGEMENTS MADE WITH MARY BAIRD, WIFE OF GLIFTON
E. BAIRD , FOR LATTER TO NOTIFY AUSA TAFT OR BUREAU AGENTS UPON

RETURN TO LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, FROM UNDISCLOSED LOCATION WITHIN

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY ON MARCH 29, 1977. BAIRD DID NOT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO . LS 44-497 EF TO
INITIATE CONTACT AS REQUESTED, HENCE SECOND ATTEMPT TO CONTACT
BATRD MADE BY BUREAU AGENTS EVENING OF MARCH 29, 1977, TO
fRRAMGE INTERVIEW.

" UPON ARRIVAL AT RESIDENCE, MARY BAIRD ANSWERED DOORBELL
AT WHICH TIME BUREAU AGENTS IMMEDIATELY IDENTIFIED THEMSELVES.
MARY BAIRD ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SHE RECOGNIZED BUREAU AGENTS.FROM
FREVIOUS CONTAGCT ON MARCH 26, 1977, HOWEVER, REQUESTED THAT
BIREAU AGENTS SPEAK WITH HER OUTSIDE RESIDENCE. BUREAU AGENTS
REQUESTED ENTRANCE FOR PRIVACY REASONS AND WERE GRANTED SAME,
(RON ENTERING RESIDENCE, MARY BAIRD WAS ASKED IF SHE HAS BEEN
IN CONTACT WITH HUSBAND, TO WHICH SHE REPLIED THAT HUSBAND
WAS PRESENT AT RESIDENCE. |

CLIFTON E. BATRD ENTERED LIVING ROOM AT WHICH TIME BUREAU

/GENTS ATTEMPTED TO IDENTIFY THEMSELVES WITH CREDENTIALS, IN
PRESENCE OF WIFE MARY BAIRD, AND EXPLAIN PURPOSE OF CONTACT.
LIFTON E. BAIRD EXCLAIMED THAT HE KNEY WHO BUREAU AGENTS YERE

. AND REFUSED TO LOGK AT CREDENTIALS. BAIRD WAS ADVISED BY BUREAU

MENT THAT ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES HAD SPECIFICALLY

REQUESTED BAIRD BE INTERVIEWED CONCERNING ALLEGATIONS RECENTLY
REVEALEB, BY BAIRD TO U, S. REPRESENTATIVE M. 6. (GENE) SNYDER,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE LS 44-497 EFTO
AH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, KENTUCKY. BAIRD STATED, "I HAVE NO
STATEMENT TO MAKE. JUST LEAVE,™ |

BAIRD BECAME VISIBLY UPSET AND EYES APPEARED GLASSY AND
MOIST , SPEAKING ABRUPTLY AND NOT ALLOWING BUREAU AGENTS TO
EXPRESS THEMSELVES, WHILE LEAVING RESIDENCE AT SPECIFIC DIRECTION
oF BATRD, BUREAU AGENTS AGAIN ADVISED BAIRD THAT SOLE PURPOSE OF
ONTACT WAS TO ARRANGE INTERVIEW OF BAIRD WITH BUREAU AGENTS IN
FRESENCE OF UNITED STATES ATTORNEY (USA) REPRESENTATIVE. BAIRD
IQUIRED AS TO IDENTITY OF USA AND WHEN INFORMED LOCAL USA WAS
GEROGE J. LONG, JR., BAIRD EXCLAIMED, "DON'T BRING THAT MAN OUT
ERE, I HAVE NO USE FOR HIM,™ BAIRD FURTHER EXCLAIMED, "I HAVE
RECEIVED NUMEROUS THREATS FROM FBI OVER LAST TEN YEARS,™ AND
"1 HAVE NOTHING TG SAY". BAIRD TERMINATED CONTACT BY STATING,
"I*LL SAY IT ALL T0 THE HOUSE COMMITTEE,” IN OBVIOUS REFERENCE
TO THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA). IMMEDIATELY
FRIOR TO IE.RM‘I'M‘T'IBN"GF INTERVIEW, BAIRD WAS -ADVISED THAT IF HE -
POSSESSED ANY EVIDENCE OF MISCONDUCT ON THE PART OF ANY FBI
BENT, HE SHOULD IMMEDIATELY BRING SAME TO THE ATTENTION OF THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES. CONTACT WAS TERMINATED

AT 7:32 P,M, ;
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AUSA ALEXANDER T, TAFT, JR., ADVISED ON ABOVE: ON MARCH 29,
1977, AND COPY OF INSTANT GOMMU‘NIC‘ATION BEING DISSEMINATED
LOCALLY TO USA, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY. |

DUINISTRATIVE ¢

RE LOYISVILLE TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED MARCH 26, 1977,

BUREAU AGENTS ATTEMPTING TO ARRANGE INTERVIEW OF BAIRD ON
MARCH 29, 1977, IDENTIFIED AS SUPERVISOR EDMUND V., ARMENTO AND
S CHRIS R. HOEHLE, WHO HANDLED THEMSELVES IN BUSINESSLIKE,
CORDIAL MANNER, EXHIBITING GREAT RESTRAINT WHILE DEALING WITH
BVIOUSLY HOSTILE, CONTEMPTUOUS, AND APPARENTLY DISTRAUGHT
INDIVIDUAL , | ‘ '

INASMUGH AS COMPLETE RESULTS OF INTERVIEY ARE SET FORTH
HEREIN, LHM NOT BEING SUBMITTED UACB.
BT

m93415 HQ 1
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FD-448 (Rev. 10-16-73)

Transmit attached by Facsimile - PLAINTEXT Priovity _ % _
T Director, FBI ( lj)~38861 ) 3BT
From: Time: Transmitted - ﬂ/&""’
'SAC, Louisville ( Lli~9L7 )
Subject: Injtials -SZA\
MURKIN

(] Fingerprint Photo [] Fingerprint Record [ Map ] Newspaper clipping (] Photograph

[ Artists Conception @ther FD 302 ye CQlifton B, Baird

Special handling instructions:

It is noted, Louisville indices, contain only one
reference to a Clifton Eugene Baird, Officer, WOuisville Police
Depte, in LS Lli=l7l, which file, however, was/destr

chean. 2/28
There are no other references to Baird and ouisvil ghﬁﬁﬁ_g informa~
* Indexed

tion concerning threats by the FBT to Bai:
Filed, V

1W-50r- o8

Approved:
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Iouisville, Kentucky

In Reply, Please Refer to , March 30, 1977
File No. . , :

- ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On Maré¢h 20, 1977, M. G. (Gene) Snyder, United
States Representatlve, 4th Congres51onal District, Kentucky,
appearing on WHAS-TV "News Conference", taped March 18, 1977,
at Louisville, Kentucky, revealed that he believed investigation
by the House Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA) would be
productive in light of some recent revelations even though
he did not initially vote for funding of same. Snyder
indicated that he had changed his mind in light of some recent
information which he carefully explained so as to not 'drop
somebody in" or "say anything wrong about somebody, that
shouldn't be said."

Snyder indicated that he had received a letter a few
weeks ago from a "citizen'" whom Snyder described as being
retired after many year¥ from a responsible police department
and that this "citizen", not further described, claimed to have
been approached by three (3) "FBI officers'" and three*(3) or
four (4) "prominent people at that time in that police department.”
Snyder noted that this unnamed "citizen' received this "offer"
on two (2) separate occasions in his automobile where he had
a tape recorder secreted. Tapes were made of the "offer"
on both occasions, however, one tape was subsequently stolen.
Snyder noted that the other tape was retained by the "citizen"
and has been furnished to HSCA by the unnamed "citizen'" when
the .latter reportedly traveled to Washington, D. C., at his own
expense in order to bring the above information to the attention
of said committee.

/ B
This document contains neither recemmendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property &f the FBI and is loaned to your
agency; it and its contents arg not ti£§;/gistributed outside 0
your agency. - \7' ?
SO0y 10 - Bureau (44-38861) é’?‘ Searﬁi 947 .
N 7~ 2 -~ Memphis Q&:; ey
2 Seriaji
S § - TUSA, Louisville, Kentucky Qgés
3, ~ Louisville (44-947) Wdei/%{nﬂ
VA/scs  (15) pmo INDEX: YES— NO- Y Filed )
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ASSASSINATION .OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Snyder has spoken with the unnamed "citizen" personally
and in Snyder's opinion, the '"citizen'" appears to be responsible.
Snyder believed that the above "lead" and other leads should be
"checked out™" and that because of same, United States
Representative Samuel L. Devine (Ohio), Ranking Minority Member
of HSCA, now intends to vote for continuation of HSCA funding.

Snyder revealed that the letter written by unnamed
"citizen" was received in the ''regular United States Mail"™
and that the basic allegation is that the unnamed "citizen",
who 1s a retired policeman, was approached by 'members of the
FBI "and unnamed police department' and encouraged to assassinate
Martin Imther King, Jr. When asked why Snyder received the
letter, Snyder replied, "Time will have to tell.”" Sayder
added that he "didn't want to go into that."

. Snyder further revealed that the unnamed "citizen"
had been to Washington and that the HSCA now has possession of
the above mentioned tape recording which is being ''washed down"
to eliminate background noises such as a running automobile
engine, Snyder has listened to the tape recording himself and
describes same as having "some pretty inaudible sections' which
are being worked on at the present. Snyder noted that the

tape purports to deal with instant subject matter. Snyder
indicated that he could not attest to the authenticity of the
tape recording since he did not consider himself to be an
electronics expert but noted same must be determined.

Snyder declined to answer interrogatories as to

_ . whether the letter came from his- Congressional District or

Louisville, Kentucky, noting he did not think he ought to
place the unnamed "citizen'" in jeopardy in the event the
allegation is true, or people mentioned therein in jeopardy
if the allegation is false. Snyder believed that the HSCA
will have to decide when the names of individuals allegedly
involved are to be released and made public.

Snyder declined any further comment on the matter,
noting that if allegations were in fact true, the unnamed

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHEE KING, JR.

®citizen" furnishing the basis for same would be in jeopardy
from "FBI and others named" in the letter, and if allegation
was not true, '"responsible persons" would likewise be in
jeopardy. Snyder assumed that the HSCA would give the
individuals named in the letter an opportunity to express
themselves at the appropriate time.

Included herein are various accounts of revelations
concerning the above mentioned allegation which have appeared

_in sundry newspapers throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky
as indicated: '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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N Ceurisr-Journat Staff Writer
» U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-4th District,
sald yesterday that he has turned over
to the Hbuse Assassinations Committee
an allegation that FBI a2gents and police
gloued to klll Dr. Martin Lulher ng
T.

., Snyder* sald that in ]atc February he
received a letter from “a former police-
man” who claims he was twice oﬁcred
$500,000 to kill Xing.

Snyder made his comments \csterday
while taping 2 WHAS-TV News Confer-
ence program, which™ will be broadcast
at 12:30 p.m. tomorrow on WHAS {elevi-
sion and radio.

Snyder would not reveal the name of
the former policeman making the
charge, or "the names of three FBI
.agénts and several policeman who alleg-
‘edly were involved in the plot. Snyder
also_ declined to name the police force
‘that the man worked on for more than
20 years,

-Snyder made no’ conneclion between
the offer allegedly made to the police.
man and the actual killing of King.

“Y have always had confidence in the
major law enforcement agencies of this
country, and I had to assume that what
they determined (about the slaying) was
accurale,” Snyder said. “Now I think
this is something ﬂnt needs to be inves-
tigated.”

Richard A. Sprague. the Plnladelphla
attorney who is chief counsel for the
assassinations conrmittee, last night con.
firmed that Snyder had turned over ma-
ferial cortaining the ullegation, but re.
fused to answer questions about if.

“The matter you refer to has been
referred to the committee and is under
fnvestigation,” he said by f{clephone
from Philadelphia.

King was slain in Memphis, Tenn,, in
1968, and Janmes Larl Ray was convicled
of l.llhn" him. The House commitiece
Jast fall bcgnn investigating the assassi-
.nations of King and President John
Kcnnod) The commitlee’s funding ex-
pxrcs March 31, ol e L&

P

\

gives
EE@ﬂam@m of
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* Snyder, who voted against the com-
mittee initially, told The Courier-Journal
in an interview last night that he will
<Vvote to continue funds for its investiga-

tion solely on the basis of the alleganon

brought to him. :
-Snyder said he had no explanatmn for

-why the policeman brought the charges

to him, rather than directly to the com-
mittee. The policeman asked Snyder to
put him in touch with" the commlttcc,

* .the congressman said,

He said the former pohccman had at-
tem)vf *d to turn a tape recording of the
$500.0C0 offer over {o Ray’s attorneys,
but finally was asked by one.of the at-
forneys’ investigators “where he planned
to hide if he tned to do an)thmg mth

- the tape.”

* Asked if he bﬂ]xeves thc man’s allega-
tion, Snyder said, “I don't know. But I
Rigk charges such as this nced to be
in cstx"ated ”

Snvdcr Nwiid he has dxscusced the
charges with U.S: Rep. Samuel L. De-
vine of Ohio, the ranking mmonty mem-
ber on the committee. He $aid Devine, a
former FBI agent, checked into the
man's background and found him to be

“a solid. citizen.” Devine could not be,

reached last night.

Snyder told \\’HAS “I have tall\cd to’

him (lhe policeman) personally and in
my opinion he appears to be a responsi-
ble citizen. . . . *

He told the television stahon "He
(the former officer) was approachcd {o
assassinate Mari{in Luther King. He
rames three FBI officers, he names
three or four prominent people at that
time in the police department. He indi-
cates that the offer was made on two
occasions in his automobile where he
had a tape recorder, that he taped those
jtems. Onc of° thcm (the tapes) was sto-
Ien, the other he still has.”

Sayder said the man went to Wash-
inglon and cither appeared before the
commitlee or . was inlerviewed by its
staff, Snyder said the committee has the

tape. Asked if hc has a copy of the

(ape’- deb -. g ?-. o wpes e .
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Fosv®> Assoclated Press Writer

%" LOUISVILLE; Ky. (AP) — Rep.
i Gere Snyder, R-Ky., said Saturday the -
: investigating an allegation from a
. “logical, rational” man who claims

“several members of a police depart-

5'?_;_3."\1 T ~.-.»

""""'"“ By BILLHENDRICK — r;:cordmg the man said he made vﬂha.
z ' . - -alleged assassination plot. He refused

to say whether the man or the police

' department mvolved were in! Ken-
3 House Assassinations Committee is « ;

tucky. Hoteay ?‘34«3 e
Asked why the - man contacted him
and let him listen to a copy of the tape

recording, Snyder.said ‘*he may have’

}ﬂs‘ip‘
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"State. Journal”
daily newspaper
of general

f-ment and FBI agents plotted tokill Dr. *  just been looking for someone with clrc;;%at%on ’
Martm Luther King Jr. . i« .- Rerve,afighter.” A ) Frankfort,
M,Snyder said he met the man “face to . " Snyder read part of the letter and Kentucky,

rational, a logical kind of man.”
Snyder said he received a letter from
the man and lxstened to a. tape

R A

’face” and that “he appeared to be

- AL A sl e PR

{{jhe FOP sergeant (blank).”

used the word “blank” where the man
Qad used names. LI

“’“I retired from (blank) pohce
r‘! epartment in (blank) _after servin,

blank) years," the letter said. “thle .
was in the police department I was,
mnocently involved in a conspiracy to
assassma.e Dr. Martin Luther King.
1~ #Involwgg in this conspiracy were
agents of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigtion, agents (blank), (blank) and
{blank) and others that I did not
Know,” Snyder said, continuing to read
the letter. “Members of the (blank)
police department, chief of detectives,
aptain (blank), lieutenant. (blank),
fficer (blank), licutenant (blank) of
e homicide burcau and president of |
ok a:;z-r‘u }).
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LOUISVILLE, Ky (AP)—ReJ M. Gene Snyder( ~Ky)
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.8&J¢ Saturday the House Assassinations Committee is

’In\'esugating an allegation from a “logical, rational” man
‘who claims several members of & police department and
FBI agents plotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

* Snyder said he met the man “face to race" and t.hat. “he

appeared to be rational, a logical kind of man.” ‘R
. 8nyder said he received a letter from the man and 15~
fened to a tape recording the man said he made of the a}- |

eged assassination plot. He refused to'say whether the man
T tlle police depart.mem. mvolved were in Kentucky.

"« RETIRED from (blank) pouce aepartment in (blank)
fler serving (blank) years,” the letter said. “While I was in
¥ the police department I was Innocently involved in a con-
- ‘spiracy to assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King. B

“Involved in this conspiracy were agents of the Federal

Bureau of Investigation, agents (blank), (blank) and

(blank) and others that I did not know,” the letter said, as

Snyder read it, citing but not naming several other officers.
| Bnyder said he could not divuige the names or the ldon-
. tity of the-man who contacted him.

“What I'm saying,” Snyder said, “Is, those blanks need’
.ty be protected if there's nothing to this. And if it is pn
glpcurate allegation that he’s made, then the author of the
l§ {er needs to be protected The committee is investigating

Car B L.
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SNYDER SAID the man "indlcates further kr’the letter
thut after he retired he contacted {(a man) th he says, is
James Earl Ray's attorney.

Ray is serving a life verm in prison in cormection with
the assassinaton of the late civil rights worker who was

slaln in Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.
Snyder said the Iormer policeman claimed he
_off red $500.000 on two occasions to km ng

[y R

v’

Richard A. Sprague, the Phﬂadelphla lawyet whqis

lef counsel for the assassinations committee, confirmed

S yder had turned cver material containing the allegat.lon,
and that it “is under investigation.” € "
The former policeman, Snyder said, tried to turn over 3
tape recording of the alleged $500,000 of fer to Ray’s lawyers,
but one of theirinvestigators finally asked “where he plan-
ned to hide if he tried to do anything wlth the tape ’oL.

-
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"SNYDER SAID he has discussed the a)legatlon wih

Rep. Samuel L. Devine of Ohio, the ranking minority mem-
berof the comnmittee. Devine, a former FBI agent, checl:
fnto’ the man's background and found him to be a “soll

cszn *Snyder said.

nyder said the man told him the offers for him to kil

King were made in his automoblle, where he had a tape

recorder. Snyder quoted the man as saying he had two

PRV

:tapes, one of which was either stolen or lost. Tiie other mpe

‘has been turned over to the committee, Snyder sald.

s “Most of it was inaudible to me,” he said. “I could makel

‘out a little. I made out enough to belleve and ascertain that
! & discussion was being had about King and money, bL(, I
; dldn‘:c:ven listen to all of §1.”

NUIN
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SB;YDER 'SAID he wants the allegatlon to be thorough-
tiy invistigated “and this guy ought to be protected fron’
.any problems. If it is fnaccurate, then those people who hé
ame need to be protected. }le names three alleged FBI
age , four or five members, prominent members at the
ume,or a police department.” v teie bl

The man has been interviewed by the commlttee(;
lnvestigauve staff, Snyder sald. . Lo W
A .. Snyder said he received the letter from the man o.? Feb.’

L |

a T don’t know if 1t fs ve.lld, he sald. “It is up 10 the:
com ittee to investigate it.”.

l s!..vl

"Kentucky Enquirer",
daily newspaper of
general circulation,
Covington, Kentucky,
March 20, 1977
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ASSASSINATION OF
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¢ LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) —
tU.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky.,
‘gays he has.referred to the
House Assassination Commit-
tee a retired police officer who
- elaims FBI agents proposition-
“ed him to kill Dr. Martin Luther
KingJr.
#* In statements bréadeast Fri-
- ~'day on WHAS-TV, Snyder said
.the former officer, whom he
* declined to name, has a tape
Yrecording of a-purported con-
versation between himself and
!FBI agents in which an alleged
suggestion was made to murder

King. . .

2 "According, to ~§}y’d’er, the
former policemdn “names
three FBI officers (and) three
or four prominent people at that
{ime in the police department
(and) Indicates that the offer
was made on {two occasions in

_ his automobile where he had a

perecorder.”
Snyder, who represents Ken-
q‘cky’s 4th District, declined to
&me dates and the city where
. e purported offers were

"Sun-Democrat",

daily newspaper of general circulation,

B R xS *fogw’bsxd"i

ssassination ,
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iproposal told '

Soaeli 3“;\1 AR I LR

v~»1 e ¥ 4 *
made, VB {:’“ EE

Snyder also’ declined - to
specify whether the former of-
ficer was from Kentucky. He
said the man contacted him by
letter recently and that he later
met t}:2 man and hstgned toone
tape recording. . T

Part of the tape was inaudi-
ble, Snyder said, but he was
able to discern that the subject
was King's assassination.

“I have talked'to him and in
my opinion he appears fo be a
responsible citizen and I think
these kinds of leads need to be

« - checked out,” Snyder said.

Snyder said Assassinations
Commit{ee now has the tape
recording and is investxgatmg
the matter.

King was assassmated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. The
Assassmatwns Committee
recently said it had new in-

ation on King's murdir,
but - has not produced ajy
evidence of involvement py’
anyone other than the convictagd«
killer, James Earl Ray/'

Paducah, Kentucky, March 20, 1977

'I
|
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'Snyder says man’
evealed police p lots
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. " (blank), heutenant (blank), of-"

3R By BILL HENDRICK
“37" Associated Press Writer _ .
. LOUISVILLE Ky. (AP) —
Rep. Gene Snytfer R-Ky., said
Saturday the House Assassina-

tions Committee is in--

- westigating an allegation from
& “Jogical, rational” man who
claims several members of a
‘police department “and FBI
ragents plotted to kill Dr. Maro
Bn Luther King Jr..
.} Snyder said he met the man
$§ace to face” and that “he ap-
red to be rational, a logical
d of man.” .
- Snyder said he received a let-
‘ter from the man and listened
to a tape recording the man
¢ sald he made of the alleged as-
gassination plot. He refused to
say whether the man or the po-
! liee department involved were
" in Kentucky. ]

-Asked why the man contacted
_him and let him listen to a- ¥

. gopy of the tape recording, Sny-

- der saild “he may have just

- been looking for someone with
-merve, a fighter.”

.+ Snyder read part of the letter
and used the word “blank’
where the man had used

t names i

“] retired from (blank) police
. department in (blank) after
serving (blank) years,” the let-
. ler said. “While I was in the
" police department I was in-
nocently involved in a con-
spiracy to assassinate Dr, Mar-
tin Luther King.

" “Involved in this conspiracy
were agents of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigtion, agents

s-(blank), (blank) and (blank)
-and others that I did not

Kpow,” Snyder said, continuing

‘l{ read the letter. “*Members of
* e (blank) police department,
; ef of detectives, captain

. *@s&
L

ficer (blank), lieutenant
(blank) of the homicide bureau
and president of the FOP sér-
geant (blank).” °* )

FOB stands for Fraternal Or-
der of Police, a collective bar-
gaining organization for police
officers. Lored
- Snyder said he could not di-
vulge the names listed in the
letter or the identity of the man
who contacted him. .

“What-I'm saying,” Snyder
said, “is those blanks need to

be protected if there’s nothing *

to this. And if it is an accurate
allegation that he's made, then
the author of the letter needs to
be protected. The committee is
investigating it.” C L g
Snyder said the man “in-
dicates further in the letter that
after he retired he contacted
who heasays is James Earl
y's attorney... " o<
Ray is serving a life term in
prison in connection with the
assassinaton of the late civil
rights worker who was slain in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.

Snyder ‘said the former po-
liceman claimed he was offered
$500,000 on two occasions to Llll

King. e ALY
Richard A Sprague, the

Philadelphia attorney who is

chief counsel for the assassina-
tions committee, confirmed
Snyder had turned over male-
rial containing the allegation.

“The matter you refer to has
been referred to the committee
and is under investigation,”
Sprague said. r

Snyder said he would vote to
continue funds for the cotn-
mittee’'s continued existenje
solely on the basis of the alle-
gation brought to him.
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LOUISVILLE Ky. (AP)
r— U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder,
'R -Ky., says he has referred
ito lhe House Assassination
.Committee a retired police
“officer who claims FBI
agents proposmoned him to
kill Dr. Martm Luther ng

Jr.,
**In 5!9.’.‘.‘.’!‘.’“1& broadéast
ngay on WHAS TV,

X

v’

"Messenger';

£ 5B To Kin

e e Rep. Snyder Claims Letter Ties
g Assassmatlon Ty

"- od w&.‘c.),» ‘M;

Q 1’& ,-I \ f“
Snyder said the former
officer, who he declined to
name, has a’ tape recording
of a purported conversation
between himself and FBI
agents in which an_ alleged
suggbstion was made to
murder King. - - .-

Accordmg to Snyder, the
former policeman “names
three FBI officers (and) ,

daily newspaper of

general circulation,

Mayfield, Kentuckyy

March 21, 1977 Ny
7

°
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PR .‘-.h‘
<asbeed ‘1‘%
"W":‘ll’l i’\ -f"’
KW s' e‘rh <4

san -:-l. R

r"' "WM & ’,.',
three or four promment
people at that time in the
_ police department (and)”
indicates that the offer was
made on two occasions in
his automobile where he
had a tape’recorder.”

" .Snyder, who represents
Kentucky s 4th District,
declined to name dates and
the city where the pur-

‘ported offers were made.

~Snyder also declined to’
specxfy whether the former

.officer was from Kentucky.

tHe said the man contacted

“him by letter recently and
“that he later.met the man

sand listened to one tape:

‘recordmg AR TIAN

Part of the tape was in-

“audible, Snyder said, but he
Was ableto discern that the
‘subject was ng s
.assassination. .

o« “I have talked to him and.
in my opinion he appears to
;be’a responsible citizen and
I think these kinds of leads
need to be checked out bl
'Snyder said. - !

Snyder sa’i d

Assassmatmns Committee
now has the tape recording
.and is investigating the
-matter. - -E
« - King was assassmated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968,
The Assassinations
Committee recently said it
had new information on
"King's miurrder, but has not
produced any evidence of
involvement by anyone
other than the convicted

killer, James Earl Ray—
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Bl Police Plot To Kill Martin Luther Km
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!
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.« By RICHARD L. WALKER
“;‘, s+ Ualled Press Internotional

& ¥ LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Rep. Gene
Snyder. R-Ky., says he understands
the House Assassinations Committee
has “some right substantial leads”,in
,regatd to the Martin Luther*King Jr.

‘murder case, besides the information

“he relayed to them on an alleged as-
-sassination plot among FBI agents
-umpdme BRI L TR
-+ 2 :Snyder disciosed during the week-
end that a retired police officer
. wrote him last month outlining an al-

leged conspiracy involving three FBI

'agents and “three or four police offi-
cers” to kill the civil rights leader.

-Snyder said the retired policeman
‘claimed he was offered .$500,000 to
" ¢ommit the murder. )

. The Kentucky congressman de-

.clined to name the officer or his city

“police force. But United Press Inter-

nalionql learned from a reliable

sob ce yesterday that the alleged plot
invblved some high-ranking policemen

ané FBI agents from Lounsvxlle dur-

Jng’the mid-1960s, S

'lormally tesnﬂed ' ; N

r*',...

‘ i) -"'l" ; ARl SAEE
Snyder “who origmally opposed

;. creatidn of the House Assassinations

Committee, now sdys he intends to
vote for the panel’s continuation.

Snyder said his informant had
turned over a tape recording of a
conversation thnch he says contains
details of the half-million dollar offer
to kill King. He said the ex-officer,

.now involved in private security

work, had been to Washington to tell
fis story 'to investigators for the as-

sassinations committee, but had not
e 0

“ dnd think that I was smmg on
somethmg that was explosive whether
accurate or not accurate,” Snyder
said. “That's the reason why I think
1 must be very careful not to reveal
either who the writer was or who he
named in his allegatlons % S

N7 Richard Sprague. chigf counsel foq
the assassinations committee, ha!
confirmed that ‘the alleged plot t
which Snyder referred was under i
vestigation and refused further cg_m-
ment. - i b

"Jexington Herald",
daily newspaper of general circulation,

Lexington, Kentucky, March 21, 1977
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GENE SNYDER h
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i Kestucky Post Washingtoa Bureas . CeaH et i Ve Ly

< ASHINGTON—A fetired Louisville policeman doscribed by
3 knowledgeable congressional sources as highly respected
= _and reliable claims he was offered $500,000 to assassinqte

*D';' ‘Martin Luther King Jr. The man chtacted U.S. Rep. Gene

Snyder, R-Ky., with the information and a iape recording to back up

hisclaim. ¢ Al
- Snyder says he turned ‘over to the
House Assassination Committee early this
‘mepth a letter he received from the in-
forhant. Snyder describes the man as a
2-y\ar veteran of the Louisville force,
now \n the private security business, but
would not reveal his identity.

‘@ In danger? i s

LT TS . . .
" snyder said he was not identifying the
.man or several reasons: "If he's accl-
rate and really interpreted everything
properly that there was something going
on then I don't think I ought to put him in
jeopardy, people trying to get to him for
‘one reason or another. O
* think they could cven try to get him
to keep him from talking any further.

March 21, 1977

-

*Or if he's not accurate 1 don't think
the people he mentioned ought to have
th\ir good names smeared.” S

nyder also declined to name the
thred FBI agents and four or five police
office:s the information said were involv-
“sd in the alleged plot or to identify the
olice department they were connected
Iil:h. e A .
: 'However, Rep. Samucl Devine, R-
Ohio, the ranking minority member of the
assassination panel and the collcaguz to
Swhom Snyder first took the letter, soid
S.\nday the man was a former Louisvili ix

Niceman, although he said he was nolh
sur® what the man's status was at the

sime of the alleed offer. .

"

X "Kentucky Post",

2 el 2 daily newspaper of

" general circulation ;-
Covington, Kentucky
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Jt>remains unclear whether the o
‘named in the letter were also Loy)is-
licemen because none of the on-

yile po!
I

smen would say. Snyder, whose con-
6 ssional district includes suburban
i isville, said only, "It wasn't too hard
2for me to check and find out if in fact
) '_tbey had been officers, and they were."

t’” ““he offer about which the informant
gays he has personal knowledge allegedly
hopk place two or three years before Dr.
tl(mg was shot to death in Memphis in

1968, an informed source said. - 5

‘4 _"He said ‘in his letter that he\was
ered $500,000 and the offer was maie in
car equipped with a tape recorder and '
hehas a recording of the conversation,”,
‘said Snyder. AT
*  *And then when I talked with him,™
-the congressman continued, “he told me
that actually there were two conversa--
(tio but the one tape has been either
«misplaced or stolen. SRl

: . o~
“ *He has one tape and he's turned it
over to the committee.” L SN
*.'} gnyder believes he never met the map
‘befjre the letter arrived in his office ox\

2. He said Devine. a former FB,

t, had the man “hvestigated aﬂé
rted back to him "th}t the guy check- "

outgood.” | -a-l sbunaetati

y~:9In a meeting with the man after he;,
flew to Washington to be interviewed by
the committce staff, Snyder said "he did
not impress me as anybody who had any
kind of mental problems.” it P
i";t'.Devine said he hadn't xpet the man,
and he knows of no information "he was a

L] LS v ".--'A ‘-" SRR
W‘Yﬂ e oot ""Z:‘ B
Y **“Ahd Rep. Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, who s
‘chairing the subcommittee dealing specilh
jeally with the King assassination, said he'
was 1y1d by Devine the man checked out

‘as -a \ "highly repected police officer

repute to be a reliable individual.” '

',}: StoKes said he's taking the man's alle-
gation “seriously.” e ks
t+-:Coming to Snyder was a fast resort

. for the former policeman. :
#° -*In his letter he indicated that after
e retired from the police department he
made an attempt to get this to James
Earl Ray's attorneys,” said Snyder. Ray
pleaded guilty to killing Dr. King in 1968
and is serving a 99-year prison sentanc¢s

¢ man was referrred hy.ane i

Ra 's attorneys 10 3 Frcdrigk. Md.,jnve:}
tipAtor, said Snyder, and.callcd him. 3

74 Snyder said he'll now, vote to keep tﬁ::

PN b E H M 2 % .

antl poing because “FU ink the policcy

‘:!181 'sgsmr% needs to be \pvcstng’a'lc'd..;lg?‘,

find out what ther¢ istoit.” 7Tl sen 12

S of
asy T

PN A Y g i s g

o
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~* FRoy's Atlorney 55)"5"3;3{;
 Checked Kentucky Leads \

“ WASHINGTON (AP) — One of
-James Earl Ray’s lawyers says
« ithat more than a year ago he
* (looked into an allegation that
4Louisville police and FBI agents
_plotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther
«King and concluded “there
‘wasn't much t0 it.” . . <eseg
»: The lawyer, James H. Lesar,
said yesterday that even if the
allegation of a retired Louisville
policeman is true, “it was re-
mote from the assassination” be-
cause the man alleges there was
. only talk and not an attempt to
kill the civil rights leader. :
< A House assassinations com-
mittee aide said investigators
have talkgq to the retired police-
man, wdg was not identified
blicly, and are checking his/
stbry without presuming how;
ch substance there is to it,

"Lexington Herald",
daily newspaper of
general circulation,
Lexington, Kentucky,
March 22, 1977
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4, ' Kentucky Post Fyanklort Bureaw :
.-\ LOVISVILLE—Clifton E. Baird, 590, i
the ex-patrolman who has just revealed
o the House Assassination Committee in
Washington that other Louisville police-
men. and three FBI men offered him
$500,000 in 1966 to kill Dr. Martin Luther
R i L T P
= Four or five Louisville police officers
and three Louisville FBI agents plotted to
kill the civil rights leader two years be-
fore he was actually- assassinated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968, the committee
has been told. W T 1
". Baird, now an undercover private
fnvestigator, was not at his -small brick
home at 7813 Edsel Ln., in-suburban Fern®
Creck Monday night. . : B
«- His wife Mary, 44, told The Kentucky
‘Post in an exclusive interview why their
secret is coming out now, and what it has
“been like living with it. :
.- T "

Payrict

3 .
.
.
Wi,
o S

) R o
B The secret. | i < it d
-~ Anonymous phone calls—some in the
deadof the night—have plagued the
Bairds through the seven years they have
been married. “It frightens you to death,
even if nobody says anything,” said Mar}
Balrd. The last call calne a manth an:\

‘ -
«Jt\didn’t seem like it vias ever going to \
.stop),” she said. 4
* "«)'m sure our phone has been tapped
"huridreds of times..It has an .0“ sound,
clicking little sounds while you're talking.
**My husband has spent many-a sleepless
night—he'll lic there and toss a“nd turn,
then get up and read the paper. “‘He kept
up with every report (of the assaSS}nai
tion's aftermath) and he always reads al
the articles on these deals,” she said.

{ “Having peace of mind would mein a
4 \\il.ole lot to everybody.” \

Clifton Paird didnt tell his wife thy |

spcret until after their' marriage, the secy
end for both of them.
2 Rigs up recorder.

“We haven't even told our children

.
o

———— S m—e e - w s

L3 rettin, desallin

)

\

abod} this, and he's kept' a lot of it tl\
hit&s If, and hasn't ‘evep told me,” she!
$a Bl e

Tt 2 9 e

- But she knows the general story. “He *

had been driving this fellow (another
Louisville policeman) home from work—
the man's car had broken down or some-
'thing. And he started asking a lot of
_strange questions, then he asked whether
he'd kill King for half a million dollars. “I
think this got him pretty upset, and puz-
zled, so he rigged up the tape recorder
(under the front car seat). The guy made
the same offer to him the next time they
‘drove home,” she said. . .
:* 7 wHe told him he didn’t want any part
of it. He didn't have anything against
black people. That's why it was so hard
for him to understand. ‘Why me?" you
know? * SR O e
# Fearcd for job. Gk
*.* Baird was not known among police
as a marksman. “I guess he is a good
shot, but he doest do target*
< celo_r anything,"_Mrs.‘\Baird said. \

i1 After high school in Bdwling Green,

' lair enlisted in the Marines, and served \
? Korea, she said. ] think he was a ser-
eaht:™ @t . PSRRI &

One reason Baird did not speak up

rlier was fear for his policc.]ob,‘ from
Which he retired after 27 years in Novem: .

ber, 1975. “Before now, he was so close to

i te
.

. ~ar e @

"Kentucky Post",
daily newspaper of
general circulation,

Covington, Kentucky,
March 22, 1977

retiring, he was afraid they might lfick :

hi out,” Mrs. Baird said.; -

f, Baird has felt victimized since he left j

w0t

‘the force. . A
i || “Somebody’s got to have something
(négative) in his records—why hasn't he

wife wondered.

Toledo, and tested out 98 per cent. And he
went to three or four places that were
desperate for a meatcutter and couldn’t
get a job. o e
“Ju’s been like that all the time—and
his only job reference is the police"force.
Thipgs hke that just don’t add up,” Mrs.
Baifd said. e e AT
“You can live with
14

SRR
something lik

g '3 T
“}He went to meatcutiers school in

s . ?'-".i ’ t:l

et 3

'been able to get a decent job sinc.e:?':.!\E' 5
: .

d

i
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“thls. You can live with it, but ‘you're not
~eful.” - . :qo-_\o(i 4:\;}.}!,1;’, ol
% Jqrs. Baird was not Sure whether the
‘alleged offer came in 1966 or 1967. Rd:ze
“piots gripped Louisville in 1967, sparked
“by an open housing drive led by Rev. A

. l_)‘ King, brother of Martin. ~ _* _'%
TA2°A! D. King was pastor of Louisville's
{ Mt. Zion Baptist Church from 196569, anc

‘aﬂer moving to Atlanta, drowned in his

! home pool in 1970. 3 e
‘"> Baird is working on an undercover

(investigative job, and could nét be reach-
ed for scveral days, his wife said:

"2., for the identities of alleged’ con-

ﬁra ors, “*'I've heard names, but J could

tel), you—if my life depended pn it I
dn't tell you,” said Mary Baird\

%4 ;Sources involved in the Housg\com
mittee probe of the assasinations of *King
‘and President John F. Kennedy said Bairc
¢is expected to testify under oath to the
{dentities of the FBI agents and Louisvill«
.policemen in the alleged conspiracy..

+™ Committee sources told Scripps-How
ard reporters the Louisville allega‘xion

* are considered “hot.” One commelted

\"They are placing it at the top.” ;

N . e e *}:.‘ &

b o R ST T
3 AT F 2R e
5 AN
'\(‘_v,

.:;"Hary \iaird, 44, has known for seven years the secret her husband :

'\'Cl_iflon.\is sharjng with the House Assassinations Committee.  ‘f

A

;}*  CLIFTONE.BAIRD'
v.. e« key figure in King probe.
]

SR S N aahs
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ay lawyer

h. ‘e’

A R

. Associated Pms

lF WASHING’RON — One of James Earl

'Rays lawyess says that more than a
tyear ago he looked into an allegation
:that Louisville police and FBI agents
lotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther King
r. He said he concluded “thcre’wasn't
muchto it” 1

} *The lawyer, Janies H. Lesar, said ves!
+ferday that even if the allegation by a
*fetired Louisville policeman is true, “if

as remote from the assassination” be?

ause .the man says there was only tadk
and not an attempt to il the cml
fights Jeader. 'fl P 2|5 FURY VR l:wa

" e ave.iadg %
i A% House

2 os

-assassinations - commxtlee
ialde said investigators have talked tof
the relired policeman, “who was not
ideritified pubhcl), and are checkmg lus
story.

« Jesar said the rctxre&molxccman told
him in a letter that other Louisville po-

licemen and FBI agents fried to hire *

him to kill Xing, |

. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky., disclosbd
Jast wco]\ that the policeman also wrte
’hlm a lelter containing the allegaticn.
Snyder said he turncd it over to th¢
.assassinations commitiee. )

"Courier~Journal',

zsmlsses smn'y
fpl@t in L@mswﬂe 1o kﬁﬁ Km

,

&
B R

S

.‘,.;.

(Snydcr refused last mght o confxrm
or deny that the policeman was retired
from the Louisville departmcnt “I think
I've said cnough,” he said. “I just don't
think I ought to nail it down.”)

- On a relaled matter, the House“axde

sald two commxt}.cp_mc&bers will inter-
view Ray today. R ~...“ L

'IJ wied “®
-

daily newspaper of general circulation,
Louisville, Kentucky, March 22, 1977
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IDUISVILLE Ky. (AP) =

The wife of a former Loulsville
policeman has told newsmen
her husband, Cliften- Baird, is
the source of the allegation that
FBI agents and some niembers
.of the Louisville police depart-
ment plotted to klll Dr. Martm

:Iluther Ki.ng e e g,n

Ww: -~

AEE PR

Aéﬁ sli'sglnatlan S
‘clue denuﬁed

e rM"
I~4 &5 - ¢, \’N’_ .

“in which the alleged plot oc~
curred, but said he referred the
man to the House assassina-
tions committee. EEY I 8

Contacted at home Tuesday
night about whether Baird was
the *man, Snyder refused to
Ccomment. . ..ocaed AITACE

- Earlier, Snyder quoted from

', But Baird, 50, now employed a letter he said the man had

by & private security agency,
was qut of town and unavaxlable
forcomment. -~ - .
. .Be is reported to have been 2
patrolman on the Louisville
police force from 1849 to 1975.
. Baird’s wife, Mary, 44, was
“quoted by WHAS-TV and The
-Courier Journal as confirming
_her husband was the souice of _
allegations that he was offered
$500,000 to kill the civil rights
-leader, who was assassinated'in
-1968. James Earl Ray was im-
prisoned in Tennessee on a
«murder charge stemmmg from
the assassination.
WHAS 4also quoted a
spokesman for the House Select

Committee on Assassinations .

.as confirming Baird was the
source of the allegations.

Attempts Tuesday night to
reach Mrs. - Baird about the
‘media reports were unsuc-
cessful

Rep. Gene Snyder, RKy.
disclosed last week that he talk-
ed with a retired police officer
who claimed he was offered
money tonkill King. Snyder did

Mn_gthe o{flcer or the city

written which said, *“‘While I

_was in thg police department I .

s, W8S Innocently involved in a

“conspiracy to assassinate Dr.
. Martin Luther King.” - e
The congressman said of the’

“man making the allegation: “T -

don’t think that he’s a kook. I'm
not irf a position to say whether
he’s telling the truth or not, but
hg does not appear to me tobea
pe:.‘Son other than totally ra-
tional.” g
Snyder said he Ilstened to a
tape recording, now in the
hands of House investigators,

. which purports to contain con-

versations relating to the alleg-_
ed conspiracy. ..

A committee spoke an said
the allegations are being in-

_vestigated. If the House votes _

next week to extend the com-
mittee’s charter, committee in-
vestigators may meet with the”
man in Louisville next month
the spokesman said.

Louisville Police Chief John
Nevin said the department has
not received any official com-
munications from the,
assassmatxons commlttee

L ew e 2ry - -
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: "%+ -CeurkerJournal Staft Writer

The ex-policeman who recently told
:US. Rep. M: Gene Snyder abowt an
abortive conspiracy to murder Dy. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. has been identified

‘as Clifton E, Baird, 50, who retired as a

= ey dravimy 3

patrolman from . the Louisville.Polige‘

. Depariment in 197
. Fern Creek. & . -
) Bai‘;d was identified as Snyder’s infor-
Jant in yesterday's edition of The Ken.
tucky Post, which called him “a 27-year
veteran of the Louisville force, now in
;the private security business.” . .

- STy on
¢ In a brief interview at her.-home last
night, Baird’s wife Mary, 44, confirmed
that it was her husband who told Sny-
der, R-4th District, about the alleged
plot {o kill King, the civil rights activist
shol f{o death in Memphis,. Tenn,, in
1968. Ctaty oy o r & . "

Mrs, Baird ‘declined to comment fur-
ther, except fo say that her husband is
out of town and unavailable Y
men, g L

Baird reportedly claimed he was of-
fered $500,000 to kill King, and said the
conspiracy involved FBI agenls and oth-
er - Louisville policcmen. According to
Snyder, the offer 10 Baird was made in
Baird’s car, which was equipped with a

gave

.
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. of a tape that supports his allegations.™~

According to Snyder, Baird wrote,
“While I was in the Louisville Police
Department I was innocently involved in

"a conspiracy to assassinate Marlin Lu-
ther King.” free ., geis t 1
Baird reportedly identified several

members of the alleged conspiracy, in-

Tt cluding at least three FBI agents, the

city’s chief of deteclives, a captain, two
lieutenants, a patrolman and a sergeant
who was president of the local 1o ge of
the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP). .

- The last reference apparently " is to
Tom Denton, "who ‘rétired earlier this

ton, who has said he is considering run:
ning for Jefferson County sheriff, said
yesterday, “I swear I don't know any-

thing about it . . , T was quite surprised

3 that it was in Louisville.” \

.
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year as president of ‘FOP Lodge 6. Den-s

‘Former Chief of Detectives Pries't

Fryey another of those dpparently re-
etred to in Baird's letter, said last
xnight that he “knew of” Baird, but nev-

‘er heard anything about the alleged plot

to assassinate King. . .
Currcnga;,ouisvillc Police Chief John
Nevin sailf the department has not re.
ceived any official communications from
;he congressional committee investigat-

* ing King's assassination. . -y
+ Nevin said he may have known Baird,”

"but he “didn’t know him very well. Of
.gourse we were from different genera.
«tlons. . ., My first reaction to the thing
Jwas that it was preposterous.”

- .C.J. Hyde, a longtime Louisville po-.

Yiceman who became chief in 1968, said
he remembers Baird as “a very fine po-
dice officer. . . . He was a tall, heavyset
fellow
beast. If 1 was going on a job and cx-

who wasn't afraid of man or,

ﬂmmd’troublc, I'd want him with
_e o. 0% 3 et - PR VY " IS

1
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Retired Pe)f}g@é}ﬁé?ﬁ s Wife ,Say‘s

»J~ T -‘,)- ., \$ 1:.",_ \

Husba"éﬁ Told Of Ki

.)v.c;

.

\.:("Z: . h’:"-')‘. TEN, ‘Kv:."‘ 4 ‘5‘3- -"§ ,,‘J\b
*,- .LOUISVILLE Ky. (AP)~The wite ol’ 8 retlred
pollceman confirmed Wednesday it was her hus-
Zband who told Rep. Gene Snyder (R-Ky.) of an
alleged plot by Federal Bureau of Investigation
3 (FBI) agents and Leuisville Police officers to
! +'assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
7 +i-Mary Balrd, 44, said her husband, Clifton E
rd, a former Louisvme police omcer, told
Bnerrof the alleged plot? e ﬁ = "“ \_ ‘%
et SNYDER QUOTED Baird as sa.ying the offer
‘wa,s made in a car by members of several mem-
:bers of the Louisville Police I_Jepartmem. and
*-several FBI agents, <ot T of
/‘-_.; "Mrs. Baird said her husband retired from the’
~Louisville Police Department several years ago
“atter27years service. . L oantenessiaia R ol
é,‘-:'. “He told me about this when I first married
ERim, seven years ago,” Mrs. Baird said in an
“interview. “I think he thought he wasn’t going to
- be believed.” R G SN X
: Snyder said the man told him he was offered
* $500,000 on two occasions to kill Kigg. .- "k
. Mrs. Baird said she believes dne reason her
" husband came forward with the allegation was
‘rbecause “he wants to know why someone asked™
£him” to kill King, who was assasslnat,ed 1n Mem- .
. phis, Tenn., in 1968, Xk
$.. “It sure has been on his’ m!nd ” Mrs Baird -
Ysald “He said it just got to bothering him a
at’s why he contacted Mr. Snyder.” . . /s
Her husband, before contacti Snyder t,ol

I line of James Earl Ray’s attorneys of the alleghd’
{{lot, she said. Mrs. Baird sald her husband was
.- “discouraged” after talking with the attorney.
%ay is serving 99 ) years in prison for the slaying of
n PR P ot > S o
i B ecsr SEEIRRITRE Y A
SNYDER WHO disclcsed last week that he
had heard from a man who claimed knowledge
of gl plot to kill King, refused t,o divulge the man s
Balrd told his wife “he was offered SSOO 000 t,o
1" King and “he didn’ t appreciate, it " Mrs.
a!rd said. J

v 3t eeia P
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"Kentucky Enquirer",
daily newspaper oi
general circulation,
Covington, Kentucky,
March 24, 1977
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i FOB stands for Fraternal Orde of
olice, a ~collective bargaiiling
ganization for police officers.
2 Snyder said he could not divulge the
{names listed in the letter or the
{ identity of the man who contacted him.
' ; . “What I'm saying,"” Snyder sajd, *is
* those blanks need io be protected" if
{'there’s nothing to this. And if it is an
5’ acéurate allegation that he’s made,
n the author of the letter needs to be
tected. The commxttee is 3}
estigating it.”” s »
Snyder said the man “mdxca es
‘further in"the letter that after fe
retired he contacted who he says is
James Earl Ray’s attorney....” .
: ,Rayisserving alifetermin prisonin
eonnection with the assassinaton of the

; late civil rights worker who was slam _

"{n Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.

. Snyder said the former pohceman
clauned he was offered $500,000 on two
“occasions to kill King.

"Richard A. Sprague, the
‘Phlladelphla attorney who is chief
‘counsel for the assassinations com-
.mittee, confirmed Snyder.had turned
‘over material containing the
:a!‘.J‘Egation. ey

PUTES S ,M.o-s‘\l

AN

o
P

crt s

17 '.‘

“™irhe matter you refer to has been
referred to the committee and is under
investigation,” Sprague said.

Snyder said he would vote to con-
tinue funds for the committee’s con-
tinued existence solely on the basis of

the allegation brought to him. B
- The former policeman, Snyder saxd

tried to turn over a tape recording of
the a)k?ged $500,000 offer. to ‘Ray’s
attorneys but finally was asked by one
of the attorneys’ investigators “where
he planned to hide if he tried to dof
anything with the tape.” - /

Snydgr, said he has discussed the.

| allegatuﬁl with Rep. Samuel L. Deviné

of Ohie, the ranking minority member

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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of the committee. Devine, a forme
FBI agent, checked into the man’

;" background and found him to be a,
“solid citizen,” Snyder said. ’

Snyder said the man told him the,‘
offers for him to kill King were made
in his automobile, where he had a tape
recorder. Snyder quoted the man as
saying he had two tapes, one of which

was either stolen or lost. ;'_;,,, :
n vt ad Amn lersaion Iém,‘ivn-o-.i FEbeS o :Z;;
~?' .
*
-
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«38nyder said he was contacted
“-by a man who told him of a con-

. - 'ASSASSINATION O
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{SLOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP)—U. %*

8. Atty. George Long sa§s he’
‘has told the Justice Department
about an "allegation that
Louisville police and FBI
“agents conspired to assassinate
Pr. Martin Luther King Jr. .
«.Long said Friday that the
Justice Department hasn’t

(ene Snyder, R-Ky. i d

#piracy. to kill the late civil
gights leader. The man alleged,
-Snyder said, that six members
f the Louisville Police Depart-
ment and several FBI agen{s
yereinvolved. - --:* 7
% Snyder has refused to divulge
the man’s name. However, The
Keptucky Post reported that
{ e"%on Baird, 50, a retired
JYouisville policemnan, made the
allejations, and his wife Mary
44, confirmed it. -~
+{Baird has not been available
for comment since his wife con-_
firmed he told Snyder of the
alleged plot. ot
1 Snyder, who still refuses to
identify the person who con-
tacted him, said he talked with
the man “face to face.” The
congressman quoted.the man as
saying-he was offered $500,000
to kill King, assassinated in
Mempbhis, Tenn., in 1968. James
Earl Ray is serving 99 years in
prison for the murder of King.
Mrs. Baird said her husband
is a security guard, that he
retired from the police depart-
ment after 27 years service and
thét he is out of town on un
assignment. She has refused {0
elab\\rat_e. . e W

C.\ 'G-M g's .;‘.a

Government
told of King

Y

murder story

v e

it sald her husband told her’
the alleged plot seven year§
0, when they were married
told Snyder, she said,
thcause he wanted “to know
why someone asked him"' to kill
King. It had been “bothering
him,” she said. e
. :Snyder said the man told him
“he had contacted one of Ray’s
attorneys, who dismissed the
allegation as untrue. Snyder,
however, said his impression of
the man led him to believe the
charge at least should be in-
vestigated. Snyder said theman
was “rational’”’ and that the FBI
considered him a “solid citizen
v ." e o4s .w?. ﬁ-‘-’_ .‘.~‘
+ ‘The man told Snyder that he
tape-recorded the allnged OHT

hich he said wae fad= i
r, the congressman said
Spyder also said the tape hag
bden tug#ed over to the House
Select Committee on Assassina-
tions, along with a letter from
the man in which names of
policemen and FBI agents
allegedly involved were listed.
- Snyder said he listened to a
“copy of the tape but that most of
it was inaudible. However, he
said he heard enough to
eslablish it had something to do
_wiithKing and money.

Pnyder said, additionally,
that he changed his mind about
extending funding for the con)-
mittee on the basis of his cor,
versation with the man. s
- Louisville Police Chief John
Nevin said his department
would not know where to begin
an investigation but that he
would like to be supplied with
any information the House com-
mittee has on the alleged in-
volvement by Louisville police.

21

" “I would very much like to
have the information furnished
to us so we can ask some serious
Questions,” Nevin said. “Right
now, it is really most difficuit to
deal with the situation, but I
,cer?a_mly think before it's over
i

:were going to have to look ini:

it. flo question ahout it.” A4

"Sun-Democrat”,
daily newspaper of
general circulation,
Paducah, Kentucky,
March 27, 1977

-
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AL By 'rm WYNGAARD and CARL
.. WEST
T, Smpps Howard Sta!f Wnters
- DOUISVILLE KY.—They are almost
.2l in their 60s now, graying and potbel-
lied, leisurely working part-time retire-
1, ment jobs after lifelong police careers-

.. And until last week, they must have
“felt that their glory days, and the excite-
tnent of police work, were behind them.

" Now they have been named as part of
a 1965 plot to kill the late Mart.m Luther
ng Jr. . A e

They maintain they know nothing of
the charges leveled against them by
another former Louisville cop. They won-
.der why a man they recall fondly would
secretly accuse them to investigators for
the House Assassinations Committee.

i But slowly they are finding out that
lhe charges of retired Louisville patrol-
man Clifton E. Baird—that they offered
-him $500,000 to kill King—have caught
-them in the rapidly closmg vise of con-
gressional politics. )

BAIRD'S ACCUSATIONS, contained

< in a still-secret letter to the House com-

! mittee, are being used by mermbers of the

beleaguered panel as a lever to pry

approval for another year's contmuanon
Irom a reluctant House.

> " Approval of a new budget of $2.7 mxl-
lion is expected tomorrow, following com-
mittee leaks outlining Baird's charges
and .a 14-page preliminary committee
report claiming new leads in the murders
_of ng in 1968 and PreSIdent Kennedy in
*.1963. - -- v E

Scnpps-Howard News Service has
.identified and interviewed four of the six
Louisville policemen named in Baird's
“letter—and they categorically deny his
. charges. . ,

-.One of Baird's- former commandmg
ofﬁcers recalled Baird warmly, and then
exploded when a reporter told him the
contents of the secret letter.

~-1

'\Y}Fd‘ “K}"& v'.., ! Ns\&il*\-"‘x"‘vzﬁl 4o ;\ i‘
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" *IT'S PREPOSTEROUS," he said of
Baird's claim that six local lawmen and
three FBI agents planned to kill King dur-

«ing a period of open-housing tension here.

*It's so preposterous that it's ridicu-
lous. I just can't believe it... He's
wrong," he said. .

A second called Baxrd‘s charges "sxlly
and stupid," and offered to take a lie
detector test. T A

He added,"If he's accusing me, he's.

-,anout-andnut liar." R

A third, the only one of the four still
on the Lomsvxlle police force, also offered
to take a lie test and said he intends to
deny the charges under oath to the House
mmm]ttee DRI I 71 k - l

. Another renred lawman—a rankmg

. -y

officer attached to the same district as

Baird and the rest of the policemen
named in the letter—took a more s_pft-
spoken apprigeh to his denials.

" #Jp's kind of weird to me," he said.’
*But I really can't help you.~All I know
about it is what I have read in the news-
papers.” AR ¥ MR

.-

Individually, they all raxsed.t.hé same

private questions about Baird's charges

. 'WH&&‘HEY ASK, did Baird remain
silent abdtit the alleged murder plan for
almost 12 years—and for-two years fol-
lowing his retirement after an unblemish-
ed 27-year career as a policeman? .

Where . would they—even with the
connivance of the FBI-have come up,
with $500,000 to pay a gunman? -

And, they ask, if the FBI was involv-
ed—with all the sophisticated equipment
at its disposal—why would they have set-
tled on an insignificant patrolman, not
highly regarded as a marksman, as the
triggerman? N R N

Baird, now a Pmkerton's securlty
guard here, has disappeared since mak-
ing the charges. Reporters have been
unable to find him and committee sources,
refuse to say whether he is being held
under protective custody.

Roy cooperating—James Earl
Ray gave staff members of the House

..,-.'j, A ; _“,-

S

22

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

% Veimpiamee of

rt of King

[ e st

it AT

E@l@?

Assassmatxons Commmee mfonnatlon
yesterday which his lawyer said could
jdentify the shadowy "Raoul® in the Mar-
tmLuther King Jr. assassination. ‘s -

« ' Chief counsel Richard Sprague and
three other committee investigators spent
28ix hours with Ray, King's convicted
assassin,” at Brushy Mountain State
Pnsonm’l‘ennessee

-»k‘))s-g.n
. ~~:-s. Sen, o

Sprague refused ‘éomment on-what
Ray told the investigators.  “ur~

Among the information Ray provtded
the committee or made available through
his previous lawyers, his attorney,,said,
:were travel dates and motel lodging
records documenting his own moverents
. as well as telephone numbers Ray claim-
. ed to have .used to contact Raoul, a mys-
terious figure Ray has blamed for t.he
King murder. . ¥

Ray, serving a 99-year pnson sen-
".tence for the King assassination, is hop-
ing to gain a new trial by cooperatmg
wnth the committee. o

) .. s LR ST
. LRI SR S

"Kentucky Post",
daily neyspaper of
general «<irculation,
Covington, Kentucky
March 29, 1977
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

, On March 25, 1977, Robert L. Keuch, Deputy Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal Division, United States Department
of Justice, Washington, D, C., who has been appointed Special
Counsel for the Department of Justice in matters concerning
the HSCA, advised that the Attorney General had authorized
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) interview of Clifton E.
Baird, previously identified in newspaper articles contained
herein, in the presence of an Assistant United States Attorney
(AUSA), Louisville, Kentucky, concerning all details of Baird's
recent reported allegation that he had received an offer from
FBI Agents and pdlice officers to assassinate Martin ILuther
King, Jr. for $500,000.00. :

On March 26, 1977, an attempt was made to interview
Clifton E. Baird, 7813 Edsel Lane, Louisville, Kentucky,
concerning all details of recent reported allegation. Inquiry
at the Baird residence by Special Agents of the FBI, accompanied
by AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr., on March 26, 1977, revealed
that Clifton E. Baird was out of town at an undisclosed
location in Kentucky where, according to Baird's wife, Mary
Baird, the former was on special assignment in connection with
his employment with Pinkerton, Inc. Detective Agency, 510 West
Broadway, Louisville, Kentucky. Mary Baird declined to
furnish information concerning Baird's specific location since
Baird was working on spécial assignment involving twelve hour
shifts and interview of Baird while so employed could possibly
jeopardize his job and cause him embarrassment inasmuch as his
co-worker on that assignment had no knowledge of Baird's
recent allegation. Mary Baird indicated that her husband would
not return to Louisville, Kentucky, until the morning of
March 29, 1977, at which time she would ask Baird to contact
the FBI Louisville Office or United States Attorney's Offlce,
Louisville, Kentucky.

N Mary Baird advised that she had no personal knowledge
of the reported offer which apparently occurred sometime
in 1966 and that her husband had not revealed any pertinent
facts of the allegation to her. Identities of the FBI Agents
and Louisville Police Department officers reportedly named
in her husband's letter to Representatlve M. G. (Gene) Snyder
were unknown to Mary Baird.

23
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

According to Mary Baird, her husband, Clifton E.
Baird, was interviewed by the HSCA in Washington, D. C.
"several weeks ago'", at which time a tape recording of the
alleged offer to kill Martin ILuther King, Jr. and all other
pertinent data were provided committee members., Mary Baird
did not believe that a copy of the tape recording existed
and had no knowledge of any copy of the letter written by her
husband to Snyder which may have been retained by the former.

Mary Baird was of the opinion that Snyder publicized
receipt of the allegation in order to insure continued funding
of HSCA scheduled to expire March 31, 1977. Mary Baird had ‘
no knowledge of how her husband's identity was "leaked" to the
news media, noting that she has been harassed by the news
media both at home and her employment, Stockyards Bank,
Iouisville, Kentucky, in an apparent effort to obtain
additional information regarding the allegation and arrange
an interview of her husband. As of March 26, 1977, no known
interview of Baird had been conducted by the news media.

Mary Baird assured Special Agents of the FBI and
AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr. that she would have her husband,
Clifton E. Baird, contact the FBI or the United States
Attorney's Office immedjately upon his return to Louisville,
Kentucky. The necessity for immediate interview of Clifton
E. Baird was reiterated to Mary Baird and suitable
arrangements for same on or about March 29, 1977, were made.

On March 26, 1977, the above information was
furnished to United States Attorney George J. Long, Jr.,
Western District of Kentucky, Louisville, Kentucky.

On March 29, 1977 the second attempt was made to
contact Clifton E. Balrd 7813 Edsel Lane, Louisville,
Kentucky, for the purpose of arranglng a suitable interview
with Special Agents of the FBI in the presence of AUSA
Alexander T. Taft, Jr. Included herein as follows is a
summary of that contact: :

24
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Date of transcription

., On March 29, 1977, at approximately 7:28 PM,
Special Agents EDMUND V., ARMENTO and CHRIS R, HOEHLE arrived
at the residence of CLIFTON E. BAIRD, 7813 Edsel Lane,
louisville, Kentucky, for the specific purpose of contacting
BAIERD in an effort to arrange a suitable interview of BAIRD
with Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) in the presence of Assistant United States Attorney
-(AUSA) ALEXANDER T, TAFT, JR. in connection with an allegation
-~ of an offer reportedly made to BAIRD by unnamed FBI Agents
daring 1266 to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Contact
was made inasmuch as BAIRD had failed to initlate contact with
" the FBI or the United States Attorney's Office on March 29,
1077, as had been requested of his wife, MARY BAIRD, during
previous contact* on March 26, 1977, -

Upon arxival at the BAIRD residence, MARY BAIRD

answered the doorbell, at which time Special Agents immediately
. identified themselves and displayed their credentials. MARY:

BAIRD acknowledged that she recognized both Special Agents
from previous contact with same on March 26, 1877, however,
requested that Special Agents speak with her outsxde her
. residence., Interviewing Agents requested entrance into her
residence for privacy reasons inasmuch as neighbors were
sitting on front porches in close proximity to BAIRD residence
and would be able to overhear all conversation., Entrance into
residence was granted by HMARY BAIRD following the above request.
Upon entering the residence, MARY BAIRD was asked if she had been
in contact with hexr husband, CLIFION E, BAIRD, to which she
replied that her husband was in fact present at the residence.

CLIFTON E, BAIRD entered the living room of the
BAIED residence, at which time Special Agents attempted to
identify themselves with credentials in the presence of
BAIRD's wife and explain the purpose of the contact, CLIFION
E, BAIRD exclaimed that he knew who the Special Agents were,
refused to shake hands or look at the credentials., BAIRD
stated, "I know who you are.', not giving the interviewing
Agents opportunity to explain the reason foxr instant contact.
BAIRD was immediately advised that the Attormey General of the
United States had specifically requested he be interviewed

Interviewed on 3/29/77 ot Louisville 3 IcentuCky __File # LS 44947

SA CHRIS R. HOEHLE

by SA EDMUND V. ARMENTQ/EVA/scs s Dote dictoted 3/30/77

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 11 is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ogency;
it ond its conlents are not to be distributed oulside your agency.
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concerning allegations recently revealed by BAIRD to United
States Representative M. G, (GENE) SNYDER, BAIRD blurted,
"T have no statement to make. Just leave.", not allowing
interviewing Agents to complete statement. _
. BAIHD became visibly upset and his eyes appeared

glassy and moist, speaking abruptly and not allowing interviewing
Agents to express themselves fully. While leaving residence :
at the specific direction of BAIRD, Special Agents again

‘advised BAIRD that the sole purpose of the contact was to

arrange an interview of BAIRD with Special Agents of the FBL

in the presence of a representative of the United States

Attorney. BAIRD immediately inquired as to the identity of :+¢--:
the United States Attorney and when informed that the local .
United States Attorney was GEORGE J. LONG, JR., BAIRD exclaimed,
"Don't bring that man out here, I have no use for him.,"

BAIRD further exclaimed, "I have received numerous threats

from the FBI over the last ten years." and "I have nothing

to say." BAIED terminated the contact by stating, "ITI1 ..
"say it all to the House Commlttee." Immédiately prior to
termination of contact, BAIRD was advised that if he possessed

any evidence of misconduct on the part of any FBI Agent, he

should immediately bring same to the attention of the Attorney
General of the United S¢ates. Contact was terminated at 7:32 PM
and Special Agents immediately departed the area of the

re%%dence. N _ ) o’
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On March 29, 1977, AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr.
was advised of the results of the contact with Clifton E,
Baird by Special Agents of the FBI on the evening of March
29, 1977. ’

k:'
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Iouisville, Kentucky

In !'ieply, Please Refer to , March 30 s 1977

File No.

\

ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

. On Marcéh 20, 1977, M. G. (Gene) Snyder, United
States Representatlve, 4th Congressional District, Kentucky,
appearing on WHAS-TV '"News Conference", taped March 18, 1977,
at Louisville, Kentucky, revealed that he believed investigation
by the House Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA) would be
productive in light of some recent revelations even though
he did not initially vote for funding of same. Snyder
indicated that he had changed his mind in light of some recent
information which he carefully explained so as to not "drop
somebody in" or '"say anything wrong about somebody, that
shouldn't be said."

Snyder indicated that he had received a letter a few
weeks ago from a "citizen'" whom Snyder described as being
retired after many year¥ from a responsible police department
and that this "citizen", not further described, claimed to have
been approached by three (3) "FBI officers™" and three-(3) or
four (4) "prominent people at that time in that police department.”
Snyder noted that this unnamed "citizen" received this "offer"
on two (2) separate occasions in his automobile where he had

.a tape recorder secreted. Tapes were made of the "offer"

on both occasions, however, one tape was subsequently stolen.
Snyder noted that the other tape was retained by the "citizen"
and has been furnished to HSCA by the unnamed '"citizen'" when

the .latter reportedly traveled to Washington, D. C., at his own
expense in order to bring the above information to the attention
of said committee.

/ .
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your
agency; it and its contents are not to be istributed outside
your agency. _ Ij LL t/ X4
gpwwwg 10 ~ Bureau (44-38861) Searched ;Zv
P2 2 - Memphis Serialized
/ g - USA, Loulsville, Kentucky Indexed N
P S ~ Louisville (44-947) e wT ‘ NLﬁmd ¥ L
77w EVA/ses  (15) o0 : Al v T v
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Snyder has spoken with the unnamed "citizen" personally
and in Snyder's opinion, the "citizen" appears to be responsible.
Snyder believed that the above '"lead" and other leads should be
"checked out" and that because of same, United States
Representative Samuel L. Devine (Ohio), Ranking Minority Member
of HSCA, now intends to vote for continuation of HSCA funding.

Snyder revealed that the letter written by unnamed
"ecitizen'™ was received in the "regular United States Mail"
and that the baslc allegation is that the unnamed "citizen",
who is a retired policeman, was approached by '"members of the
FBI ~and unnamed police department” and encouraged to assassinate
Martin ILuather King, Jr. When asked why Snyder received the
letter, Snyder replied, "Time will have to tell.”™ Snyder
added that he "didn't want to go into that."

Snyder further revealed that the unnamed "citizen"

bhad been to Washington and that the HSCA now has possession of

the above mentioned tape recording which is being "washed down"
to eliminate background noises such as a running automobile
engine, Snyder has listened to the tape recording himself and
describes same as having "some pretty inaudible sections' which
are being worked on at the present. Snyder noted that the

tape purports to deal with instant subject matter. Snyder
indicated that he could not attest to the authenticity of the
tape recording since he did not consider himself to be an
electronics expert but noted same must be determined.

Snyder declined to answer interrogatories as to

. Wwhether the letter came from his Congressional District or

Louisville, Kentucky, noting he did not think he ought to
place the unnamed "citizen'" in jeopardy in the event the
allegation is true, or people mentioned therein in jeopardy
if the allegation is false. ©Snyder believed that the HSCA
will have to decide when the names of individuals allegedly
involved are to be released and made public. .
Snyder declined any further comment on the matter,
noting that if allegations were in fact true, the unnamed

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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“"citizen" furnishing the basis for same would be in jeopardy
from "FBI and others named" in the letter, and if allegation
was not true, '"responsible persons" would likewise be in
Jjeopardy. Snyder assumed that the HSCA would give the
individuals named in the letter an opportunity to express
themselves at the appropriate time.

Included herein are various accounts of revelations
concerning the above mentioned allegation which have appeared

_in sundry newspapers throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky

as indicated:

~r
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By JIM ADMIS
N Ceurier-Sournal Statf Writer
» U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, R4th District,
sald yesterday that he has turned over
to the Hbuse Assassinations Committee
an 2allegation that FBI 2gents and police
plotted o I\xll Dr. Martin Luther ng

. Snyder sald that in latc Februar) he
received a letler from “a former police-
man” who claims he was twice offcred

$500,000 to kill Xing, < -

Snyder made his comments \esterday
while taping a WHAS-TV News Confer-
ence program, which will be broadcast
at 12:30 p.m. tomorrow on WHAS {elevi-
sion and radio.

Snyder would not reveal the name of
the former policeman making the
charge, or ‘the names of three FBI
agénts and several policeman who alleg-
-@dly were involved in the plot. Snyder
also_declined to name the police force
-that the man worked on for more than
20 years, .

.Snyder made no’ conneclion between
thc offer allegedly made to the police-
man and the actual killing of King.

“I have always had confidence in the
major law enforcement agencies of this
country, and I had to assume that what
they determined (about the slaying) was
accurate,” Snyder said. “Now I think
this is something that nceds {o be inves-
tigated.” . . .
* Richard A. Sprague, the Philadelphia
attorney who is chief counsel for the
assassinations conrmittee, last night con-
firmed that Snyder had turned over ma-
{erial containing the ullegation, but re-
fused to answer gquestions about il.

“The matter you refer to has been
referred to the committee and is under
investigation,” he said by telephone
from Philadelphia.

King was slain in Memphis, Tenn,, in
1968, and James Larl Ray was convicted
of }.xllxn" him. The House committee
Jast fall bcgnn investipating the assassi.
:nations of King and President John
Kennedy, The commitiee's funding ex-
pires March 31, ol wes LN,

.
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'Snyder, who voted against the com-
mittee initially, told The Couricer-Journal
in an interview last night that he will
<Vvote to continue funds for its investiga-

*tion solely on the basis of the allcgahon

brought to him.

.Snyder said he had no explanatmn for
- why the policeman brought the charges
to him, rather than directly to the com-
mittee. The policeman asked Snyder to
put him in touch with’ the commlttcc,
-the congressman said.

He said the former pohccman had at-
temj)l d to turn a tape recording of the
$500,000 offer over to Ray’s attorneys,
but finally was asked by one.of the at-
{orneys’ investigators “where he planned
to hide if be tned ’(o do an) thmg mth

. the tape.”

Askcd if he ‘believes thc man’ s allega-

hon Snyder said, “I don't know. But I
gk charges such as this need to be
stigated.”

Snvdcr\,r.ud he has discusced  the
charges with U.S: Rep. Samuel L. De-
vine of Ohio, the ranking minority mem-
ber on the committce. He $aid Devine, a
former FBI agent, checked into the
man's background and found him to be

“a solid. citizen.” Decvine could not be,

reached last night.

Snyder told W}IAS “I have talkcd to’

him (the policeman) personally and in
my opinion he appears to be a responsi-
ble citizen. . . . "

He told the television sta(lon "He
(the former officer) was approachcd 1o
assassinate Martin Luther King. He
names three FBI officers, he names
three or four prominent people at that
time in the police department. He indi-
cates that the offer was made on two
occasions in his automobile where he
had a tape recorder, that he taped those

ftems. One of ‘them (the tapes) was sto-

len, the otlrér he still has.”

Qn)dcx said the man went to Wash-
inglon and cither appeared before the
commiltee or. was inferviewed by its
staff, Snyder said the committee has the
tape. Asked if he has a copy of the

PRI . X1 LR L) .
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""""'"* By BILLHENDRICK ) recordmg the man saxd he made@Hhe.

Foesn " Assoclated Press Writer
i LOUISVILLE Ky. (AP) — Rep.
L Gene Snyder, R-Ky said Saturday the =
gHouse Assassinations Committee is
: investigating an allegation from a
. “logical, rational” man who claims
- 8 several members of a police depart-
(¢ ment and FBI agents plotted to klll Dr.
'Martm Luther King Jr. . « ag
% . Snyder said he met the man “face to.
Iface” and that “he appeared to be

rational, a logical kind of man.”
Snyder said he received a letter from
the’ man and lxstened to a tape

R e e

‘nerve, a fighter.” .

P s LI BT S v

1ilhe FOP sergeant (blank).”

--alleged assassination plot. He refused

to say whether the man or the pohce
department mvolved were in' Ken-
tucky. - "'-"" "af"‘h— ff:.éjz‘:
Asked why the man contacted him
and let him listen to a copy of the tape
recording, Snyder.said ‘‘he may have’
just been looking for someone with
| S
Snyder read part of the letter and
used the word “blank” where the man
ad used names. g 4B
] retired from (blank) pohce
epartment in (blank) _after servin

Aiblank) years," the letter said. “Whlle
was in the police department I was
innocently involved in a conspiracy to
assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King.
§~ *“Involwgd in this conspiracy were
agents of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigtion, agents (blank), (blank) and
(blank) and others that I did not
know,” Snyder said, continuing to read
the letter. “Members of the (blank)
police department, chief of detectives,
aptain (blank), lieutenant, (blank),
fficer (blank), licutenant (blank) of
e homicide bureau and president of |
I ERET )

o
!
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LOUISVILLE Ky (AP)—Rep. M. Gene Snyder ( -Ky)
&id Saturday the House Assassinations Committee is
Jn\'estigatlng an allegation from a “logical, rational” man
‘who clatms several members of a police department and
FBI agents plotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
* Bnyder said he met the man “face to race" and that “he
appeared to be rational,a logical kind of man.” ‘} -
. Snyder said he received a letter from the man and 115-
{ened to a tape recording the man said he made of the a}-
eged assassination plot. He refused to'say whether the man
T the pollce department lnvolved were in Kentucky

“I RET]RED from (b!ank) police aepartment in (blank)
fter serving (blank) years,” the letter said. “While I wasin .
the police department I was innocently involved in a con-

. ‘vu

3 -l-'

“Involved in this conspiracy were agents of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, agents (blank), (blank) and
(blank) and others that I did not know,” the letter said, as
Snyder read it, citing but not naming several other officers.

Bnyder said he could not divulge the names or the idén-

i tity of the man who contacted him.

“What I'm saying,” Snyder said, “is, those blanks need’

b be protected if there's nothing to this. And if it is gn
curate allegation that he's made, then the author of the
E {er needs to be protected The committee is investigatmg

& . ". .
SNYDER SAID the man "indicates further Er’the letter
that after he retired he contacted (a man) who, he says, is
James Earl Ray’s attorney .
Ray is serving a life term in prison in cormgection with
the assassinaton of the late civil rights worker who was
slaln in Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.

i8nyder said the Iormer policeman claimed he

- =\
. [ 0‘

Richard A. Sprague, the Philadelphia !awyer who_is

chief counsel for the assassinations committee, confirmed
‘Sriyder had turned cver material containing the aJlegatlon,
and that it “is under investigation.”

The former policeman, Snyder said, tried to turn over a
tape recording of the alleged $500,000 of fer to Ray's lawyers,
but one of their'investigators finally asked “where he plan-
‘nied 1o hide if he tried to do anything with the tape." b
.ot Teel ' ?

'SNYDER SAID he has discussed the allegation wih
Rep. Samuel L. Devine of Ohio, the ranking minority mem-
berdf the committee. Devine, a former FBI agent, chect::
into’ the man's background and found him to be a “sou
c(tiztn *Snyder said.

nyder said the man told him the offers for him to kil

King were made in his automobile, where he had a tape
recorder. Snyder quoted the man as saying he had two
:lapes, one of which was either stolen or lost. Tiie other t:lpe
‘has been turned over to the committee, Snyder sald.

"« “Most of it was inaudible to me,” he said. “I could make
‘oul, a little, I made out enough to belleve and ascertatn that
a discussion was being had about King and money, bx.l. I
dldn‘&even listen to all of §L.”
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" SNYDER SAID he wants the allegation to be thorotigh
tfy invistigated “and this guy ought to be protected frord!
.any pfoblems. If it is inaccurate, then those people who hé|
Jame need to be protected. He names three slleged FBI
age , four or five members, prominent members at the
time,orapollce department.” S APRTIN PEAL 3
The man has been interviewed by the commlttee
.investlgative staff, Snyder said. .
A . Bnyder sald he received the letter from the man o.k Feb.
H ')ﬂ
6& T don’t know if 1t {S valid, he sald. “It is up 10 the
compmittee to investigate it. .

'} q‘u
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"Kentucky Enquirer",
daily newspaper of
general circulation,
Covington, Kentucky,
March 20, 1977
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# LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) —
CU.S. Rep. Gene ‘Snyder, RKy.,
"gays he has.referred to the
House Assassination Commit-
tee & retired police officer who
- elaims FBI agents proposition-
“ed him to kill Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.
. In statements broadcast Fri-
- ~'dsy on WHAS-TV, Snyder said
.the former officer, whom he
‘declmed to name, has a tape
trecording of a-purported con-
versation between himself and
'FBI agents in which an alleged
suggestion was made to murder
: ngo ) . : \ 3
2 “According ,to §nfder, the
former policeman “names
three FBI officers (and) three
or four prominent people at that
time in the police department
(and) indicates that the offer
was made on two occasions in

_ his automobile where he had a

pe recorder.”
Snyder, who represents Ken-
‘cky s 4th District, declined to
me dates and the city where
. &e purported offers were

"Sun-Democrat",

daily newspaper of general circulation,
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Snyder also declined - to
specify whether the former of-
ficer was from Kentucky. He
said the man contacted him by
letter recently and that he later
met th: man and hstgned toone
taperecording. . - P

Part of the tape was inaudi-
ble, Snyder said, but he was
able to discern that the subject
was King's assassination.

“I have talked to him and in
my opinion he appears fo be a
responsible citizen and I think
these kinds of leads need to be

. « - checked out,” Snyder said.

Snyder said Assassinations
Committee now has the tape
recording and is investzgatxng
the matter. 4

King was assassinated ln
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. The
Assassmatlons Committee
recently said it had new In-

ation on King's murdir,
but - has not produced ajy
evidence of involvement jpy-
anyone other than the convictad«
killer, James Earl Ray/’

Paducah, Kentucky, March 20, 1977
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