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- FBI

Date: 6/21/77

Transmit the following in
(T'ype in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL

(Precedence)

TO: SAC, LOUISVILLE
FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (44-696) (RUC)

MURKIN

Re Knoxville airtel to Louisville dated 6/16/77.

Enclosed is envelope in which letter described in
referenced airtel was enclosed. This is being supplied to
Louisville for their investigative assistance in this matter.

@-— Louisville (Enc. ‘l\).
1 - Knoxville U

RTK/wsw
(3)

Approved: M W Sent M Per

N Special I%Jlt Mharge

-

iy

GPO : 1975 O - 590-992
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6/21/77

AIRTEL

TOs SAC, LOUISVILIE
FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (44-6%6) (RUC)

MURKIHN

Re Knoxville airtel to Louisville dated 6/16/77.
Enclosed is envelope in vhich letter described in

referenced airtel was enclocsed. This is being suppliced to
Louisville for their investigative assistance in this matier.

; » ,", /‘,(j- /)
e/ - 7Y ‘6/47/4

(- Louisville (Enc.. 1) Pl _Ci’
1 -~ RKnoxville i

j

1
RTR/wsw

(3)
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S  6/27/71
70z | DIRECTOR, FBI . (44~38861)
FROM:  SAC, LODISYILLE (44<947) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN | - _. | -
| " Re xn'axvzul_a airtels to Louisville dated 6/16/77 and
6/21/77. - '

For inforn;tion cf RBuréau and anphis. xefercnced ]

communications reflect that on 6/15/77, SAHDY WEBB, Assignment

. Bditor, WATE-TV (WBC), Knoxville, Tennesses, received a letter,
contents of which are herainafter set forth verbatim, addressed -
to "WATE, DAVID R. EBLVINDRIN,- Channll 6, NBC TV, Knoxville,

- Tennessee.” Said letter is postmarked *Marshes Siding 42631*

~ on June 13, 1977. DAVID R. ELVINDRIN is unknown at WATE~TV,
-Knoxville, Tennessee, and Leuiuville indice- xegarding ELVINDRIN
negative. .

Fellowing. is verhatim transcript of above described
lettar which vas nnsigned- R : _ )

”Daar sir:

' "Just a few lines to say I am sorry but Mr Ray-
did not kill Dr, Ring. I was down at Knoxville and
overheard a Kubin (Cuoban) say he 4id kill Dr. King.
He was drink and tell a woman the story and said he
hope _ Xing was kiII‘ 8o he could not tell anyone the
truth. He want__ to go back to Kubie and get away from
thir so. I don't balieve Ray did kill anyone. If you
had listen  at Ray you would know the truth and take
_.211 to heart and see. I am a black man and hope you
leason (listen) to the fact.- So long think you very

wuch.® IR o 9/‘/ 9%7%/"2/

| 2 ~ Bureau SR . Searr‘vea
‘1 = Knoxville (44-696) RS : ' Serjali )
- 2 =~ Memphis S ) '

- Louisville ‘ o
A : A
e - 4 '\\ “

i
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LS 44-947

Although above described letter is ambiguous and lacking
in specifics, Iouisville believes some effort should be made to
identify the writer and thereafter interview him concerning any
specific information he might possess, UACB.

LEAD:
LODISVILLE DIVISION:

AT MARSHES SIDING (MC CREARY COUNTY), RENTUCRY:

Attempt to identify author of above anonymous letter,
noting author claims to be "black man®, thereafter interviewing
hin to ascertain specifics of allegation.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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AIRTEL
6/21/77
O DIRECTOR, FRY {44~38861)
FROM: SMC, LOUISVIILE (44-247) (P}

SUBJECT: MURRIZ

Re Knoxville airtels to loulsville Jdated 6/16/77 and
6/21/77. |

. Por information of Burean and Memphis, referanced
communications reflect that on 6/15/77, SAUDY WEBRB, Assignrent
Bditor, WATE-TV {(1IBC), Ruoxville, Tennessee, veceived a lettor,
contents of vhich are hereivafter set forth verbatim, addressed
to "WATE, DAVID R. ELYINDRIN, Channel 6, NBC TV, Xnoxville,
Tennessee.” Sald letter is postmarked "Hawshes Siding 42631*
onr Jupe 13, 1977. DAVID R. ELVINDRIN is unknown at WATE-TV,
Kacx\éiile, Tennessee, and Louisville indices regarding ELVINDRIY
negative.

Following is verbatim transcript of above described
lettey which was unsigned:

"Dear Sir:

*Just a few lines to say I am soxxy but Mr Ray
did not kill br., Ring. X was down at Fuoxville and
overheard a Kubin (Cubap) say he did kil)l Dr. Xing.
He was drink and tell a woman the story and sald ha
hope Xing was kill _ sc he could not tell anyone the
truth. He wapt o go back to Kubie and get away fronm
thir so I don't believe Ray 4id kill anyoene. If vou
had listen  at Ray you would know the truth and take
all to heart and see, I am a black man and hope you
leason {listen) to the fact. So long think you very

muck, ™ ,
2 - Bureau Lt 7 Yo
1 ~ Knoxville (44-696) _ -
P zejmﬁhis :é,hf"'f" - 7 i
(2 )= Louisville L ~,A««Tf_;_~ o
vgfsgs A ) C u; oo ',‘('/’“',/f ,J

{7} f//_t, /‘ﬂ "@R i @;&w T SR
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LS 44-947

Although above described letter is ambiguous and lacking
in specifics, kouisville believes some effort should ke made to
identify the writer and thereafier interview him concerning any
spacific information he might possess, UACH.

LEAL:

LOBISVILLE DIVISION:

AT HMARSHES SIDING (1IC CREARY COUHTY), RKENTUCKY:

: Attempt to identify author of above anonymous letter,
noting author claims to be “"black man®, thereafter interviewing
him to ascertain specifics of allegation.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




AIRTEL
7/14/77
T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, IOUISVILLE (44-947) (RUC)
SUBJECT : MURKIN

Re Louisville airtel to Bureau dated 6/27/77.

on 6/30/77, RURSTLE SLAVEN, Postmaster, Marshes
Siding, McCreary County, Kentucky, stated that there are no
Black families residing in Marshes Siding. He was displayed
the writing on the envelope which was sent to WATE-TV,
Enoxville, Tennessee and advised he is not familiar with that
handwriting.

on 6/30/77, RAYMOND STRUNK, owner, Strunk's
Grocery, Harshes Siding, Kemtucky, stated that there are no
Black families living in Marshes Siding snd he has no Black
customers. It should be noted that Strunk's Grocery is adjacent
to the Marshes Siding Post Office.

on 6/30/77, Captain J. W, STRUNX, McCreary County
Police, Whitley City, Kentucky, was contacted and stated there
are no Black families residing in McCreary County, Kemtucky, or
Marshes &iding, EKentucky.

Since investigation has failed to disclose any
Black man or family residing in Marshes Siding, McCreary
County, Kentucky, no further investigatiom will be conducted
by Louisville.

2 - Bureau N \va\]

1 - Knoxville (44-696) Thdexeds s s
- Memhis Fil Véﬂ(/_ - '
- Louisville L,{/\
l/scs . e

5 TRy
()!W

Y7428
i e
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Three Louisville policemen

i
}

By ED. RYAN’“ S
Courier-Journil staff Writer
SHINGTON -~ At least three Lotlis-;
policemen — two retired and ne |,
actfve — have been: ‘subpoenaed- to tesfiify )

L4
before a congressxonal commniittee about!‘

mittee on Assassinations are:
v ‘Lt. Brent Hardin; an-active membe K

'm&?tlf}’—about allegeﬁ

an alleged plot to murdér the’ late Martin |
Luther King Jr. H
The-Courier-Journal learned yesterday
that those subpoenaed to -appear nextv
‘Wednesday before the House. Seléct Com-|

!

[voived i preparations?o The Hew" fay-}

tor’s inauguration Dec. L. ‘

F & and Gregory couldnt be reachgd

committee an allegation -that !
agents.and.local poli¢emén. ploited*to kil |
{1 Kingbefo berore the e time: the civil rights Iead-

fer St was Shot ot 10-death in Mémphis, Tenn., }

n31968.
jpnyder,.on a telerSLOnpev_ls show,

.of -the Fraternal Order ot Police (FOP)
‘who, has been. mentioned as a posslble
‘new police chief in mayor-elect leliam
'Stansbury’s administration.

- v Lt Col. Priest Fry, chief of detec-
‘tives.of the Louisville Police Department
‘from 1958 until 1970, when. he Fétired,

v Capt. Robert Gregory Jr. ,yalso a-for-
.mer-chief ‘of defectives, He was head of
the départment’s traffic buréau when he
retired in 1971,

There were réports that other police-
men and former Louisville-area FBI
agents have ‘been subpoenaéd by the’
committee, but the reports .couldn’t be

-closed to the public,
However,.three o6ther sources told 'I’h é

been ordered fo-testity.

| Hardin, reached on duty in Louisvxlle,"
' confiimed he Had béen subpeenaed; i
Hardin, 2 member.of the Louisville po-‘{
lice force for the past 29 years, vehe-;
mently deniéd that lie. knew or had'heard
anythmg about an alleged plot “to kil
King.

i
o ms is the damndest thing ve}
heaild;” said Hardin, who.now works [at.a
polide ‘towdn lot, “T never dreameg L(hi

 ever) be involved in anything like:
{ Hardin was.a:stfong:supporter of Stans-
ibury _for mayor and _Teportedly is in-

Courier-Journal that the Lotisviltians had e

~fr¢m: a foriner pohceman who- clal hed,/
he ‘was. twice offered . $500 000 0. Kill}
King g

The congressman said the létter coit-
-tained-the names of thiee FBE agents and,
‘several policemen who were»allegedly in-;
volved in the plot. ‘

Snyder would not Téveal the name of;
his informant, but:néw réports later iden-
titied the policeman as Clifton E. Baird of,
Fern Creek, :a Louisville patrolian who
réetired in 1975

It couldn't be detérminéd whether
Baifd ‘has also been subpoenaed by the'
congressional committee, However Say--
der’has said that his informant-either ap-,
' peared before the committee or was in<
- terrogatéd by the committee’s staff.

Richard A. Sprague, the former cmer'

) : 3 &
ant King, wouldn’t commerit on the inat- | ‘counsel for thé assassinations commitfee,,
ter. Most committee sessions have been | CONfirmed last spring that the letter to;

Snyder had-béen réferred to the com xt-
IS nd was undef investigation.
Shyder, reached'in his Louisville o llce

rday, wouid-only say, “f unders : d‘-
¢, thafl hearings will be heid. next week! hat;
involve Louisvillé pe ogle ” . ¢
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Louisville group quiet -

on probe of

By ED RYAN
Courier-Journal Statf Writer

WASHINGTON — Little public light

was shed on an alleged plot involving -

Louisville law enforcement officers to
kill the late Martin Luther King Jr., as
the House Assassinations Committee end-
ed a two-day hearing on the matter yes-
1ﬁrday

Eight past and present Louisville po-
chemen and Louisville-area FBI agents
testified at the closed-door sessions.

But they were requested by the com-
mittee not to talk to the press afterward,
and they didn’t.

Subpoenaed by the committee and tes-
tifying were:

v Clifton E. Baird, a retired Louisville

Police Department patrolman who appar-
ently wrote Rep. Gene Snyder, R-4th Dis-
trict, alleging he was offered $500,000 on
two occassions to kill King. (The civil
nghts leader was assassinated in Mem-
phis, Tenn., in 1968. James Earl Ray was
convicted of the murder.)

Snyder sent Baird’s letter to the com-
mittee, which is investigating both the
King murder and President John F. Ken-

-Tiedy’s assassination.

-~ Ollie Blair, a former Louisville po-
hceman who worked with Baird.

.-. ! James Bibb, a former police lieu-
;tendnt and 10th Ward Louisville alter-
cnatl. Baird and Blair are believed to
"jzaw served under Bibb’s command.:

e W Lt Col. Priest Fry, a retired chlef ot
*ﬂetectwes

W e b uvm-u.-yn‘-g

C"PY SENT BUREAU _,2/e/77

King @?;;eaﬁii

v Capt. Robert Gregory Jr., also a re-
tired chief of detectives.

v Brent Hardin, who was just promot-
ed to lieutenant colonel in the city police
depariment.

v Charles Duncan, a former FBI
agent in the Louisville office who is now
assigned to St. Louis.

v’ Bob Peters, a retired Louisville FBI
agent who now works for a Louisville de-
partment store.

”

1
There was no indication yesterday that
the congressional investigation concern-
ing the Louxsvxlle allegatxons will cor,tm-
ue. . - "

P
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F@fméfmaé@rm& Biblb
says he thinksKing ‘plet’
cwég@é hw@*m@@n a prark

By BERL SCHWARTZ
B Louisville Times Staff Writer
‘EIASHINGTON — Former Louisville
Alderman James Bibb said in an inter-
vigw today that he thinks the alleged plot
to assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
which involved a number of former and
present Louisville policemen, may have
started as nothing more than a prank.

Bibb, a retired Louisville police lieu-
tenant, is one of eight witnesses subpoe-
‘naed to appear before the Xing subcom-
mittee of the House Select Commitiee on
Assassinations. The subcommittee is in-
vestigating the 1968 murder of Xing in
Memphis, Tenn., for which James Earl
Ray was convicted.

Bibb said that from piecing together
information while he has waited to testify
before the subcommittee, he has learhed
that “one or two people might have been
involved in a prank” that led to the
“investigation.

The subcommittee began investigating
after U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, Kentucky
Republican whose 4th District includes
much of suburban Jefierson County, re-
portedly testified that a constituent, Clif-
ton E. Baird, had written him a letter
allzging that Baird had been offered
$5( 0,000 on two occasions to kiil King.

Baird is a retired Louisville polxce officer
whb served while Bibb was in office.

Bibb said he does not believe that

fnore than one or two of the eight wit-

nesses called to testify know anyth ng .

about the alleged plot.

And he said that from what.he has
gathered, he thinks all that the one ‘or
two witnesses know is that the whole
affair began as some kind of prank,

either on Baird or another officer in.

1967.

‘“One .or two people might have been
involved in a prank that involved giving
some kind of an offer of $500,000” to kill
King, Bibb said.

“When you're a police officer, you
hear that kind of stuff and you screen it
out,” he said.-

As the hearing entered its second day
today, officials and witnesses continued
to keep a tight lid on the proceedings,
with commitiee members declining com-
ment and witnesses still under orders not
to talk. Bibb said he expected to be told
not to talk after he testified.

The subcommittee subpoenaed five for-
mer Louisville police officers, one active-
duty officer and two former Louisville
FBI agents. Only two witnesses, Baird
and William Duncan, were called yest.;er-
day, even though the proceedings wire
scheduled to last just one day.

Duncan and Bob Peters were identif gd
as the former Louisville FBI agenis
called before the committee. Peters said
he has retired from the FBI and works

for Ayr-Way Stores in Louisville. He said

Duncan is assigned to the FBI office in
St} Louis. .

fie other witnesses were identified. as

ollie Blair, a former Louisville police.

officer who worked with Baird; Lt. Col.
Priest Fry, the retired chief of detectives;
Capt. Robert Gregory Jr., also a retired
chief of detectives, and Lt. Brent Hardin.

£oPY SENT BUREAU _s22/27

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

LY

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Page B-3
Louisville Times

Louisville, Ky.

pate: ~ 12/1/77
Edition: Red Flash

MURKIN

—&h=%8§f
LL-94L7

Classiﬁcatl
Submitting Office: LS

Title:

Character
or

77-777- 331

[ 'searczn

SERIAL ™ .

rio . v
PR
e

FB QJ



FD-350 (Rev. 10-19-77) "~ ™
{Mount Clipping in Space Below) t
= ~ ‘W‘ﬁmmhm
o e resu,"' 1ee FBI agenfs and several policemen.
- 8 B alltged fo be involved in the plot. '

- . o % o nern?s-j,nfcimaut‘Was"[ater*iden
@, o 4B 8 asiClifton’ E. Baird, a Fetited Louisyille:
N a ege \II g [Daliceman. Baird reportedly has ailegha.
e £ Al © ~# |‘he was offered $500,000°0n two occasions.
N ' o : 0. kill King. . — .
- . AMIThhala |- -Baird.appeareq before the subcommit- (Indicate page, name o
;plot w.thheld  itee Wednesday, He said before his testi. newspaper, city and state.)
»a j ‘ J.mcm%w that'he-would make a public state-
- : i ARTZ = |men afterward. Byt When he emerged;
S o T el | e ot i, in frot of reporfers. Page B-6
3 WASHINGTON — The Hotsa Select: oLio dlsqu@;th_,e‘pmcgedmgs"‘becaus?he -
éﬁmﬁtsitteeon Aésa-;imﬁohs‘%nbt're‘ %ni ght’l?‘fgugmk' B:éié!;dleﬁtw ashing:
St fall the recute ol oc |-ton’ Without m £ a statement, .. .
Zf:;i&*’éﬁf,;@x‘hégﬁngﬁ fuftu ’c'fm‘;’,eﬁgg pormer Louisville Aldermap James. Louisville Times
£n. an alleged plot to- assassinate black| Bibb, a.retifed Louisviile police lieuten- -
ledder Dr. Martin Luther King Jr,, report- | diit “';‘!?1.' Wh'?"'l)e P‘%;él,i!‘d had served, saicé
¢dly involving a humber of past and)itan 1 gamen before his testimony that N
bresent Louisville police officers. hie had gatliered from Iistening to other Louisville, Ky,
v oo ~ witnesses that the«aueged‘plot may have -_—
- :G. Robert Blakey, chief counsel for the: "been notling ofher than.a bad joke on a

committee, declinéd to comment on-any ille’ police officer,
aSpect of ihe hearing, which concluded :L'_’i-‘mﬁ_ peralead eters, a retived

‘yesterday. it Had hoah ceoya T

e commant Coltee rules preglude| ¥ SERA who iad bees o asuen dd

ohinment on efther procedura) or  iigthe hearing:if he ke anything aboht
tantive aspects of the investigation, | € possibility that'the alleged piot wasla .
nk.. ‘ :

b st S s (o e Tmade i 20 2 et et noting o
P next: September. The-committee is . Was sick humor,” he Said he lola tho

..i%gui,red‘to report to‘the House by Jan, 3, subcommittée, _
1979. B : 3 ) .
Lo " . Lt. Col. .Brent Hardin declined to com-
. 3‘1‘9 ‘."Qm”_ﬁt{ge A °Fe3f19§‘,tl}isi,@’ | Ment on is appeararice except to sy,
in»,‘!l‘!%ﬁ@t?x e 19 o paer of d the| - Theonly thing I can tell you is I didn’t
dent.John ¥, Kenniedy in 3 sias:and the: have anything-to do with any plet. I.have Date: 12/2/77
1968 assassination of King in Memphis, | (had) nothing to do with the assassinatiop .

Tenn, : pf afiyone:” Edition: Red Flash
" JG{U&P‘E?,"RW““SM@'°°‘~“’1°ted'°f' ', “The subcommitte¢ heard from Baird
King's murder. . and Willlam Duncan, an FBE agent for-

- . Blakeyspecifically Would-not, corhment: merly assigned to Louisville, on, Wednes- Title:
on- a-suggestion by two Louisville wit- day, It spent all yesterday mortiing with: :
hesses that the aileged Plot may have Oliie Blair, identified ag former Louis-
been nothing more than a prank. Played:|. vijte: Policeman who served with Baird.

00 a Louisville bglicg—p,lffCer. ... | Dincan and Blair would not comment, Character:
The committee’s King subcommiittée - Yesterday afternoon; it heard the r¢- ’
Salled the hearings atter Uss, Rep: Géneé| maining Louisville witnesses, retired Lt. or
gnycggﬁ;?&lienmgkx Rﬁl}gbhga;:lb:l?qs?’ Hl. Priest Fry and retired Capt. Robgrt Classification:
0 °t mcludes .much of . AN | Gllego, Jr., both former Louisviile oljice tres .
Je 'rson-gounty,l eported thai a pice] ¢ o5 of Gatafor po Submitting Office: LS
v 1t hiad told- hini-of a plot inyiv. committee aide said today it
ing agents and: Louisville: police :ﬁ-: i uridetermined- QWHeihei"furtijex‘ y;le'an‘ngs ’
0= 0 kil King, L would_be: conducted. L/i/.. ? 6/17./%
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Wf#faccusahon haun‘—hm the resf of hislife?

berl °
schwartz

in
washington

Y

\'WAsmNGToi: — What's it like when
ah -ordinary citizen gets caught up in hn
extraordinary national event?

“It's embarrassing, really,” says James
W. Bibb.

Bibb, a former Louisville alderman
and retired Louisville police ofiicer, ap-
parently was among a gaggle of former
FBI agents and Louisville policemen —
ranging in rank from chief of detectives
to patrolman ~— named in a tale about an
alleged plot to murder the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. in Louisville a decade
ago.

“Apparently” and “alleged plot” — ina

situation where few facts are available —
don’t seem strong enough disclaimers for !

this story.

Here’s what’s been reported: A retired
Louisville policeman named Clifton E.
Raird sent U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, Repub-
lican whose 4th District includes much of
suburban Jefferson County, a letter last
winter. In it, Baird charged he was oi-
fered $500,000 to kill King, whose brother
lived in Louisville. Baird reportedly said
others were involved in the alleged plot.

Snyder turned the letter over to the
ranking Republican on the House Select

Committee on Assassinations. The com- «

mittee was created in 1976 to look into
the murder of President Kennedy. Al-
most as an afterthought, the committee
cnacided it would look into the 1958 killiag
o! King in Memphis, Tenn., for whizh
Jumes Earl Ray has been convncted and
isjimprisoned.

Commiftee investlgators went to Louls-

auilt | f@%é %@@a&?a@ﬁ

'vif_!e and interviewed at least 21 pedple
fait winter. Bibb was one of them. Eight
of them won a free trip to Washin;jton
laggt week to testify before the com'mt-
tea’s King subcommittee.

At first, Bibb didn’t want to talk about
what was going on. He'd seen his name in
the paper enough, at teast in connection
with the alleged plot. Besides, he and the
other witnesses were under some vague
instructions not to talk to reporters.

Then Bibb decided perhaps he should -
tell his story. So far nobody else had -

bothered to give his version — that he
was just an innocent bystander.

Bibb’'s concern was understandable,
TH= hearing was closed to the putlic.
Committee officials were saying nothing

but “no comment” to reporters. News
ac-ounts said there was an alleged flot
and Bibb was a witness, and readers
were left to draw their own conclusions.
Bibb didn’t like the idea that somebody
' might conciude he wanied to kill King.

“It came out of the blue,” Bibb said
about how he got involved in the investi-
gation. The first he knew he was involved
©in it was when a reporter from Scripps-

Howard newspapers' Washingion bureau
" paid him a visit in- Louisville last winter
and began asking questions.

Bibb doesn’t know how the reporter got
nis name. He guesses someone on the

committee leaked it. Next, committee.

investigators were in Louisville asking
him and others questions.

Bibb said he told the investigators he
didn’t know anything more than that
Baird, who was reportedly charging the
alleged plot, had served under him for a
short time. “I tried to be cooperative,” he
said. “Most of the old-time policeman
are. They're trained to help out all gov-
ernment agencies.”

As Bibb related sketchy details about
tha investigations, he talked a goodibit
albout himself. He talked about how sriall
his police disability pensxon is, how le'd
‘Suffered a number of injuries on the lob,
how little money he’s making selling
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estate and insurance; how he struggled
.filancially during his four years as an

alilerman. “That was a loss,” he said.
“There was no money to make in thijt; at
lesist for me.”

In short, he portrayed himself as a 61-
year-old man facing old age without fi-
nancial security, as a man who's still

" fighting to make ends meet. And in the

middle of his life comes a plot {o il
Martin Luther King.

“[ didn’t know what they were domg to
whbm.” he said about the investigation.
“It's an unknown quantity you're dealing
with. You read about it in the paper, but
you don’t know which ones are being

-accused and which ones aren’t. I'd search

my brain but I didn’t know anything. All
they’d tell us is they were investigating to
see if there was anything.to turn over to
the committee.”

Bibb is convinced there never was an
assassination plot. “You can go into any
barroom in the country and pick up
stories like these,” he said. “While I've
been in Washington I think I've put this
thing all together. In my opinion, it was
nothing but a prank. Cruel, but a prank.”

Bibb feels wronged. “If we had any
court in the land that operated like that
committee. . . .” he said, trailing off. “I
never could have operated in the Police
Department like this.”

Referring to the witnesses, he said,
“Several of us were brought up here (to
Washington) on something we know noth-
ing about. We sat up there for eight hours
without a break, except for iunch, and
then they didn’t provide anything. All
they ever told us was to come back
toinorrow. 5

“I had to close up my office and come
up here and keep some deals pending
that I'N probably lose that I needel to
keep my head above water,” he said.

But Bibb is worried about more than .
that. He was hoping for a place in the
new City Hall administration; he is afraid

.the bad publicity has hurt his chances.

Hethinks that if he ever runs againfor
alderman, black voters will distrust him
because he was linked with the alleged
plot, however bogus it turns out to be.
And he’s worried about the crank calls he
expects he’'ll get in the middle of the
night.

Bibb is in a defenseless position. He
cannot defend himself because he has
not been accused of any crime. He is a
victim of a story about an alleged plot
that nobody is saying much about in
public.

The committee’s chief counsel won't
say if there's anything to this “plot.” The
committee’s rules preclude public state-
ments until a full report is issued, néxt
fall. .

‘Until then, Bibb will have to live with
it. ;He'll have to live with the frustration
of being an unwilling participant in a
sordid little sidebar to history.

And when the report comes out next
fall — and it probably will clear Bibb of
any wrongdoing — you can be sure that
there still will be people who'll say, when
James W. Bibb’s name comes up, “Oh,
hir1? Wasn’t he. the guy who was mlxed
up, in that plet to kill Martin Lutaer
Klngo"
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