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Dear Sir:
gust abut lines to say gam
sorry But mr. Ray didmat Kill
and over heard a Kubinsay he did
DR HingI was down at Knowill
Kill DR King he was drink
and wea women the story and
said he hope King was Kill so he
could not till and one the truth
he mont togo Boep to Kubie
andget a may from thissog
don't Belue Ray did kill any andifyou had listenat Rayyouwould KnowThe truth and tokeall Kaces to heart and see Jana Block more and hopeyoucleasor
to the fact so long thinkyou
very much
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74). b
FBI

I
Date: 6/21/77 I

I
I

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

I
Via AIRTEL I

(Precedence) 1

TO: SAC, LOUISVILLE

FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (44-696)(RUC)

MURKIN

Re Knoxville airtel to Louisville dated 6/16/77.

Enclosed is envelope in which letter described in
referenced airtel was enclosed. This is being supplied to
Louisville for their investigative assistance in this matter.

0g)- Louisville (Enc.)
1 -Knoxville

RTK/wsw
(3)

Approved: Sent M Per
Special A - nt a harge

GPO : 1975 0 - 590-992

Date: 10/21/11

ansmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

a AIRTEL
(Precedence)

TO: SAC, LOUISVILLE

FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (44-696) (RUC)

MURKIN

Re Knoxville airtel to Louisville dated 6/16/77.

Enclosed is envelope in which letter described in
referenced airtel was enclosed. This is being supplied to
Louisville for their investigative assistance in this matter.

44-947-426
2 - Louisville (Enc. 2)
1 - Knoxville

RTK/WSW meyerm(3)

Approved: HSHR Sent M Per
Special Agent /in Charge

GPO : 1975 o - 590-992

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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6/21/77

AIRTM

TO: SAC, LOUISVILLE

FROM: SAC, 1NOXVILLE (44-696) (RUC)

Re Knoxville airtel to Louisville dated 6/16/77.

Enclosed i3 envolopa in which letter described in
referenced airtal was onclosed. This is being supplied to
Louieville for their investigative acsistanco in this matter.

- Louisville (En'*. 1)
1 - Knoxville J

RT(/wsw

6/21/77

AIRTEL

TO: SAC, LOUISVILLE

FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (44-696) (RUC)

MURKIN

Re Knoxville airtel to Louisville dated 6/16/77.

Enclosed is envelope in which letter described in
referenced airtel was enclosed. This is being supplied to
Louisville for their investigativo assistance in this matter.

4/1 947-426
2 - Louisville (Enc 1) Illm can
1 - Knoxville

RTK/WSW
(3) V

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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X AIRTEL

6/27/77

TO: DIRECTOR, !FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, LOUIS7ILLE (44-947) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Knoville airtels to Louisville dated 6/16/77 and
6/21/77.

For information of lureau and Memphis, referenced
comanieations rieflet that on 6/15/77, SANDY WEBB, Assignment

- Editor, WATE-TV (NWG) , Knoxville, Tennessee, received a letter,
contents of which are heainafter set forth verbatim, addressed
to "SLATE, DAVID R. uLVINDPIN, Channel 6, NBC TV, Knoxville,
Tennessee." Said letter is postmarked 'Marshes Siding 42631"
on June 13, 1977. DAVID R. ELVINDRIN is unknown at WATE-TV,
Knoxville, Tennessee, and lonisville indices regarding ELVINDRIN
negative.

Following is. verbatim transcript of above described
latter which was unsigned;

"Dear Sirs

"Just a few lines to say I am sorry but Mr Ray
did not kill Dr. Ring. I was down at Knoxville and
overheard a Rubin (Cuban) say he did kill Dr. King.
He was drink and tell a woman the story and said he
hope King was killt- so he could not tell anyone the
truth. He want to go back to Eubie and get away from
thir so I don't:elieve Ray did kill anyone. If you
ha& listen at Ray you would know the truth and take
all to heart and see. I am a black man and hope you
leason (listen) to the fact. So long think you very
much.'

2 - Bureau Searched
1 - Knoxville (44-696) eriarized

- Memphis ndoxd
- Louisville - filed

(7)/

X AIRTEL

6/27/77

TO: DIRECTOR, PBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Knoxville airtels to Louisville dated 6/16/77 and
6/21/77.

For information of Bureau and Hemphis, referenced
communications reflect that on 6/15/77, SANDY WEBB, Assignment
Editor, WATE-TV (MBC), Knoxville, Tennessee, received a letter,
contents of which are hereinafter set forth verbatim, addressed
to "WATE, DAVID R. ELVINDRIN, Channel 6, NBC TV, Knoxville,
Tennessee." Said letter is postmarked "Marshes Siding 42631"
on June 13, 1977. DAVID R. ELVINDRIN is unknown at WATE-TV,
Knoxville, Tennessee, and Louisville indices regarding ELVINDRIN
negative.

Following is verbatim transcript of above described
letter which was unsigned:

"Dear Sir:
"Just a few lines to say I am sorry but Mr Ray

did not kill Dr. King. I was down at Knoxville and
overheard a Kubin (Cuban) say he did kill Dr. King.
He was drink and tell a woman the story and said he
hope King was kill so he could not tell anyone the
truth. He want to go back to Kubie and get away from
thir so I don't believe Ray did kill anyone. If you
had listen at Ray you would know the truth and take
all to heart and see. I am a black man and hope you
leason (listen) to the fact. So long think you very
much.

44-947-427
2 - Bureau Searched

1 - Knoxville (44-696) Serializedline2 - Memphis Indexed

2 - Louisville Filed Rt
EVA/SCS
(7)

meyer
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LS 44-947

Although above described letter is ambiguous and lacking
in specifics, Louisville believes some effort should be made to
identify the writer and thereafter interview him concerning any
specific information he might possess, VACU.

LEAD:

LOUISVILLE DIVISION:

AT MARSHES hIDING (MC CREARY COUNTY), KENTUCKY:

Attempt to identify author of above anonymous letter,
noting author claims to be "black rare, thereafter interviewing
him to ascertain specifies ef allegation.

-2-

LS 44-947

Although above described letter is ambiguous and lackingin specifics, Louisville believes some effort should be made to
identify the writer and thereafter interview him concerning any
specific information he might possess, UACB.

LEAD:

LOUISVILLE DIVISION:

AT MARSHES SIDING (MC CREARY COUNTY), KENTUCKY:

Attempt to identify author of above anonymous letter,
noting author claims to be "black man", thereafter interviewing
him to ascertain specifics of allegation.

- 2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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x AIRTWEL

6/27/77

DIRECTOR, I&Z (44-3861)

PROMs SAC, LOUISVIaIB (44-947) (P)

SUBJZCT: nRIt

Re Xnoxville airtele to Louisville dated 6/16/77 and
6/21/77.

Por information of Bureau and Menphis, referenced
communications reflect that on 6/15/77, SAIDY UWEBSf, Assignment
Editor, WATE-TV (NBC), Rnoxville, Tennessee, received a letter,
contents of which are hereinafter set forth verbatim, addressed
to NATE, DAVID R. ELVINDRIN, Channel , NBC W7, Knoxville,
ennessee. t Said letter is postmarked "iarshes Siding 42631

on June 13, 1977. DAVID R. ELVIMDRZN is unknown at WATtEWY,
ltnoxville, Tennessee, and Louisville indices regarding ZLVINDRIM
negative.

Following is verbatim transcript of above described
letter which vas unsigned:

"Dear Sirs

*Just a few lines to say I am sorry but Mr flay
did not kill Dr. King. X was down at Enoxville and
overheard a Rubin (Cuban) say he did kill Dr. King.
He was drinkand toll a woman the story and said he
hope King tan ktl1 ~ so he could not tell anyone the
truth,. ne wat torgo back to Eubie and get away fran
thir so I don't1 beve Ray did kill anyone. If you
had listen at stay you would know the truth and take
all to heart and see. I am a black man and hope you
leason (listen) to the fact. So long thiAnk you very

2 - Bureau 4/ i - ir,
I - Knoxville (44-696)

VA/A

X AIRTEL

6/27/77

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Knoxville airtels to Louisville dated 6/16/77 and
6/21/77.

For information of Bureau and Memphis, referenced
communications reflect that on 6/15/77, SANDY WEBB, AssignmentEditor, WATE-TV (NBC), Knoxville, Tennessee, received a letter,
contents of which are hereinafter set forth verbatim, addressed
to *WATE, DAVID R. ELVINDRIN, Channel 6, NBC TV, Knoxville,
Tennessee." Said letter is postmarked "Harshes Siding 42631*
on June 13, 1977. DAVID R. ELVINDRIN is unknown at WATE-TV,
Knoxville, Tennessee, and Louisville indices regarding ELVINDRIN
negative.

Following is verbatim transcript of above describedletter which was unsigned:

"Dear Sir:
"Just a few lines to say I am sorry but Mr Raydid not kill Dr. King. I was down at Knoxville and

overheard a Kubin (Cuban) say he did kill Dr. King.
lie was drink and tell a woman the story and said he
hope King was kill so he could not tell anyone the
truth. lie want to go back to Kubie and get away fromthir so I don't believe Ray did kill anyone. If you
had listen at Ray you would know the truth and takeall to heart and see. I am a black: man and hope you
leason (listen) to the fact. So long think you very
much.

2 - Bureau 44-947-427
1 may Knoxville (44-696)
2 - Memphis
2 - Louisville
EVA/SCS
(7)

fls

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LS 44-947

Although above described letter is ambiguous axed lacking
in specifics, Louisville believa some effort shiould be spade to
identify the writer and thereafter interview him cocendng any
specific information, he might possess, UACfl.

LEAD;

EOuIsVnL-fl D1)ISIQN:

Attem!pt to identify author of above anony us letter,
notingj author claims to be "black~ man#a, thereafter interviewing
him t* ascertain specifies of allegation.

-2

LS 44-947

Although above described letter is ambiguous and lackingin specifics, Louisville believes some effort should be made to
identify the writer and thereafter interview him concerning any
specific information he might possess, UACB.

LEAD:

LOUISVILLE DIVISION:

AT MARSHES SIDING (MC CREARY COUNTY), KENTUCKY:

Attempt to identify author of above anonymous letter,
noting author claims to be "black nan", thereafter interviewing
him to ascertain specifics of allegation.

- 2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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IRTEL

7/14/77

£o: DIRECOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, WUISVILLE (44-947) (RUC)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Louisville airtel to Bureau dated 6/27/77.

On 6/30/77, HURSTLL LAVEN, Postmaster, Marshes
iding, McCreary County, Kentucky, stated that there are no

Black fami.lies residing in Marshes siding. He was displayed
the writing on the envelope which was sent to WATE:-TV,
Knoxville, Tennessee and advised he is not familiar with that
handwriting.

On 6/30/77, RAYMOND STRUNK, owner, Strunk's
Grocery, Marshes Siding, Kentucky, stated that there are no
Black families living in Marshes Siding and be has no Black
customers. It should be noted that Strunk's Grocery is adjacent

:iding Post Office.

n 6/30/77, Captain J. W. 4TRUNK, McCreary County
ic., ..hiticy City, Kentucky, was contacted and stated there
no Black families residing in McCreary County, KeTntucky, or

Kentucky.

nce investigation has failed to disclose any
.:awily residing in Marshes Liding, McCreary

County, Kentucky, no further investigation will be conducted
Louisville.

- Bureau
- Knoxville (44-696)

Memphis
Louisville

/se s

X AIRTEL

7/14/77

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (RUC)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Louisville airtel to Bureau dated 6/27/77.

On 6/30/77, HURSTLE SLAVEN, Postmaster, Marshes
Siding, McCreary County, Kentucky, stated that there are no
Black families residing in Marshes Siding. He was displayed
the writing on the envelope which was sent to WATE-TV,
Knoxville, Tennessee and advised he is not familiar with that
handwriting.

on 6/30/77, RAYMOND STRUNK, owner, Strunk's
Grocery, Marshes Siding, Kentucky, stated that there are no
Black families living in Marshes Siding and he has no Black
customers. It should be noted that Strunk's Grocery is adjacent
to the Marshes Siding Post Office.

On 6/30/77, Captain J. W. STRUNK, McCreary County
Police, Whitley City, Kentucky, was contacted and stated there
are no Black families residing in McCreary County, Kentucky, or
Marshes Siding, Kentucky.

Since investigation has failed to disclose any
Black man or family residing in Marshes Siding, McCreary
County, Kentucky, no further investigation will be conducted
by Louisville.
2 - Bureau

Searched

Serialized Im
1 - Knoxville (44-696) Indexed

1 - Memphis Filed (Rti - Louisville
RM/scs
(5) mos.

Destroy in miya
M

for
yrs.

Info)Supv. Approval

Sming
44.947.428

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I FD-350 (Rev. 10-19-77) ('

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Tnree Louisvftep oceses
to testL bout alleged&
01to murderKaw-i to m r e _ (Indicate page, name of

- y ED RYAN - voIved ii repartionfo iervif-ff newspaper, city a d state.)
COuri rWJournit staf Writer or's inauguration Dec. 1.

SHINGTOIT =- At least three Lo is ° a
vill policemni - tve retired and F and Gregory couldn' he reas
a¢ --- have been subpoehaed to t for mdaeCmmn.Pg
before a congressioial committee abo t March, Rep. Gene Snyder, RP B
an alleged plot to murder the late Martin D ct, said he had turned over to e
Luther King Jr. . H committee an allegatioli that

The Courier-Journal learned yesterday agents and.local policetidn.piofted'to kill Courier-Journal
that those subpoenaed to appear next . befbrehth .civil rights lead
Wednesday before the:House Select Com. erwasioo death in limriii, en.,

mteonAsassinations aie: tim 1988. Lu sil
ofttee h adinans ne h dnyder,on a tleVision news show, Louisville, Ky.'- L. Bentardn; n a~ivemen herI had received -a Setter in Feb rye;,of-the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) 1fr,lim a former poiiceintsi who ciali ed-who. has been mentioned as a" possible he was twice offered . 50;0OO16 itonew police chief in mayor-elect Willia
Stansbury's admilstratioi. King

The congressman said the letter con~ Lt. Col. Priest Fry, chief of detec- talied theinainbrof thieeBl-ageits And,tiveof the Louisville Police Department. several policeMen whd~ eretallieedly infrom 1958 until 1970, when-he retired. volved in the plot.
i Capt. Robert Gregory Jr.,,also a for- Snyder would not reveal the name of

mer chief of detectives. He was head of his informant,.buthnew reportsIater iden.
the department's traffic bureau when he tified the policeman as Clifton E. Bair pfr
retired in 1971. Fern Creek,:ia Louisville patroittail whoi

There were reports that other police- retired ii 1.975.
men and former Louisville-area FBI It couldnt be determined whether
agents have been subpoenaed by the Baid has also been subpoenaed by the
committee, but the reports cohildit be congressional committee. However, Sny- Date: 11/23/77co irmed. j derhas said.that his informant either ap-,

mai for the congressi apeared .before the committee or was in Edition: Morning
ti tee,1 ciis:pbrtbiilng i l tefrogated by the committee's staff.

na ons of President John F. Kenn dy Richard A. Sprague, the Toitter chief
an King, wouldn't comment on theminit= counsel for the assassinations committee,' Title:
ter. Most committee sessions have been confirmed last spring that the letter to MURKIN

closed~~ ~ ~ tthpulc- tnd was under investigation. jHowever,three other-sources told Th ad wa under i
Courierdournal-that the LolisvIltins'hn yr, r i is Louisvlle Characterbeen ordered to testify. ' rday, would only say, "I undeCtha~hearlrngswlliJpe ieldinext wee C ~a or Bufile 44-38861Hardin, reached on duty in :Louisville, InvovneLouisvile peole x w Classification:e 44
confirmed he had been subpoenaed -LS 44-947

Hardin, a memberof the Louisville po. Submitting Office: LS
lice force for the past 29 years, vehe
mently denied.that heknew or had heard
anything about an alleged plbfto kill,

is is the damndest thing 've i ecZ\ ,&
i g said Hardi, who now works t,a L ILD
p tow-in lot. "Tnever dream I'd 10 V2 8 197eve be involved in anything like .." FB-LOUISVIrin wasatstrongisuppoi-ter of Stans
bry for .ayrand reportedly is in

FBI/ DOJ

FD-350 (Rev. 10-19-77)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Three Louisville policemen
to testify about alleged
plot to murder King (Indicate page, name of

By ED RYAN volved in preparations for the new may newspaper, city and state.)
Courier-Journal Staff Writer or's inauguration Dec. 1.

ASHINGTON - At least three Louis-
vill policemen - two retired and one Fry and Gregory couldn't be reached

for immediate comment.active - have been subpoenaed to testify Page B-4
before a congressional committee about Last March, Rep. Gene Snyder, R=4ih

an alleged plot to murder the late Martin District, said he had turned over to tile
Luther King Jr. House committee an allegation that FBI

(agents and local policemen plotted to kill Courier-JournalThe Courier-Journal learned yesterday
that those subpoenaed to appear next King before the time the civil rights lead

Wednesday before the House Select Com- er was shot to death in Memphis, Tenn.,
mittee on Assassinations are: int1968.

Snyder, on a télevision news show, laid Louisville, Ky.Lt. Brent Hardin, an active member he had received a letter in Februaryof the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) from a former policeman who claifiedwho has been mentioned as a possible he was twice offered $500,000 to killnew police chief in mayor-elect William
King.Stansbury's administration.

The congressman said the letter con
Lt. Col. Priest Fry, chief of detec- tained the names of three FBI ágentsand

tives of the Louisville Police Department several policemen who were allegedly infrom 1958 until 1970, when he retired. volved in the plot.
Capt. Robert Gregory Jr., alsoa for- Snyder would not reveal the name of

mer chief of detectives. He was head of his informant, but new réportslater iden-
the départment'straffic bureau when he tified the policeman as Clifton E. Baird of
retired in 1971. Fern Creek, a Louisville patrolman who

retired in 1975.There were reports that other police-
men and former Louisville-area FBI It couldn't be determined whether
agents have been subpoenaed by the Baird has also been subpoenaed by the
committee, but the reports couldn't be congressional committee. However, Say- Date:der has said that his informant either ap- 11/23/77confirmed.

spokesman for the congressional peared before the committee or was in Edition: Morning
committee, which is probing the assaissi-

terrogated by the committee's staff.
nations of President John F. Kennedy Richard A. Sprague, the former chief
and King, wouldn't comment on the mat- counsel for the assássinationscommittee,
ter. Most committee sessions have been confirmed last spring that the letter to Title: MURKIN
closed to the public. Snyder had been referred to the commit-

However, three other sources told The
teetand was under investigation.

Courier-Journal that the Louisvillians had Shyder, reached in his Louisville office Character:
been ordered to testify. yesterday, would only say, "I undersand

that hearings will be held next week that or Bufile 44-38861Hardin, reached on duty in Louisville, involve Louisville people."confirmed he had been subpoenaed. Classification: LS 44-947
Hardin, a member of the Louisville po- Submitting Office: LS

lice force for the past 29 years, vehe-
mently denied that he knew or had heard
anything about an alleged plot to kill
King. 44-947-429

"This is the damndest thing I've
heald," said Hardin, who now works at.a

BURGER

LIZED FILED

polide tow-in lot. "I never dreamed I'd NOV28 1977even be involved in anything like this." FBI -LOUISVILLEHardin was a strong supporter of Stans- ;
bury for mayor and reportedly is in-

FBI/DOJ
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

houisville group quiet
On probe of King deat (Indicate page, name of

- . newspaper, city and state.)

By ED RYAN ~ Capt. Robert Gregory Jr., also a reCourier-Journal staff writer tired chief of detectives.
WASHINGTON - Little public light Brent Hardin, who was just promot--2

was shed on an alleged plot involving to lieutenant colonel in the city police
Louisville law enforcement officers to de tentc
kill the late Martin Luther King Jr., as department.
the House Assassinations Committee end- ~ Charles Duncan, a former FBI -Courier-Journa
ed a two-day hearing on the matter yes- agent in the Louisville office who is now
trday. assigned to St. Louis.

EEight past and present Louisville po- ~ Bob Peters, a retired Louisville FBIJicemen and Louisville-area FBI agents agent who now works for a Louisville de- thmLouisville,
testified at the closed-door sessions. partment store.

But they were requested by the com
mittee not to talk to the press afterward, There was no indication yesterday that
and they didn't. the congressional investigation concern

Subpoenaed by the committee and tes- ing the Louisville allegations will cot in
tifying were: ue.

~ Clifton E. Baird, a retired Louisville
Police Department patrolman who appar
ently wrote Rep. Gene Snyder, R-4th Dis
trict, alleging he was offered $500,000 on
two occassions to kill King. (The civil
rights leader was assassinated in Mem
phis, Tenn., in 1968. James Earl Ray was
convicted of the murder.)

Snyder sent Baird's letter to the com
mittee, which is investigating both the Date
King murder and President John F. Ken- Edition: Norning.edy's assassination.

- i Ollie Blair, a former Louisville po
)jieman who worked with Baird.e 1 Title: MURKINb James Bibb, a former police ifeu
ten-Int and 10th Ward Louisville alder

r.bina. Baird and Blair are believecl to
;Pave served under Bibb's command. Character:
=;y Lt. Col. Priest Fry, a retired chief of or Buf1 - t!Wtectives. -,. sr .-.. Classificatio 4L}L-9

Submitting Office: LS

'/ 'I?

C`lpy SENT BUREA Jj?17 _
FBI/DOJ

FD-350 (Rev. 10-19-77)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Louisville group quiet
on probe of King death (Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

By ED RYAN Capt. Robert Gregory Jr., also a re-
Courier-Journal Staff Writer tired chief of detectives.

WASHINGTON - Little public light Brent Hardin, who was just promot- Page B-2
was shed on an alleged plot involving
Louisville law enforcement officers to ed to lieutenant colonel in the city police
kill the late Martin Luther King Jr., as department.
the House Assassinations Committee end- Charles Duncan, a former FBI Courier-Journal
ed a two-day hearing on the matter yes- agent in the Louisville office who is now
terday. assigned to St. Louis.

Eight past and present Louisville po- Bob Peters, a retired Louisville FBIlicemen and Louisville-area FBI agents agent who now works for a Louisville de- Louisville, Ky.
testified at the closed-door sessions. partment store.

But they were requested by the com-
mittee not to talk to the press afterward, There was no indication yesterday that
and they didn't. the congressional investigation concern-

Subpoenaed by the committee and tes- ing the Louisville allegations will coritin-
tifying were: ue.

Clifton E. Baird, a retired Louisville
Police Department patrolman who appar-
ently wrote Rep. Gene Snyder, R-4th Dis-
trict, alleging he was offered $500,000 on
two occassions to kill King. (The civil
rights leader was assassinated in Mem-
phis, Tenn., in 1968. James Earl Ray was
convicted of the murder.)

Snyder sent Baird's letter to the com-
mittee, which is investigating both the Date: 12/2/77
King murder and President John F. Ken- Edition: Morningnedy's assassination.

Ollie Blair, a former Louisville po-
liceman who worked with Baird.

Title: MURKINJames Bibb, a former police lieu-
tenant and 10th Ward Louisville alder-
mar). Baird and Blair are believed to
have served under Bibb's command.

Character:
Lt. Col. Priest Fry, a retired chief of or Bufile 44-38861detectives.

Classification IS 44-947
Submitting Office: LS

44-947-4301
SEARCHED

SERIALIZED N's

I-B

CAPY SENT BUREAU 12/2/77

FBI/DOJ
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FD-350 (Rev. 10-19-77)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Former Alderman Bib
says he thinks-king'e
cedd h ve-een a pra-nk (Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)
By BERL SCHWARTZ mhore than one or two of the eight w~it
Louisville Times Statf Writer nesses called to testify know anyth;.ng

WASHINGTON - Former Louisville about the alleged plot. Dage R-3
Al erman James Bibb said in an inter- And he said that from what. he ihas
Yhiw today that he thinks the alleged plot gathered, he thinks all that the one or
to assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., two witnesses know is that the whole
which involved a number of former and affair began as some kind of prank, Louisville Timespresent Louisville policemen, may have either on Baird or another officer in.
started as nothing more than a prank. 1967.

Bibb, a retired Louisville police lieu- "One or two people might have been
tenant, is one of eight witnesses subpoe- involved in a prank that involved giving Louisville, Ky.
naed to appear before the King subcom- some kind of an offer of $500,000" to kill
mittee of the House Select Committee on King, Bibb said.
Assassinations. The subcommittee is in- "When you're a police officer, youvestigating the 1968 murder of King in hear that kind of stuff and you screen itMemphis, Tenn., for which James Earl out," he said.Ray was convicted. As the hearing entered its second dayBibb said that from piecing together today, officials and witnesses continuedinformation while he has waited to testify to keep a tight lid on the proceedings,before the subcommittee, he has learned with committee members declining comthat "one or two people might have been ment and witnesses still under orders notinvolved in a prank" that led to the to talk. Bibb said he expected to be toldinvestigation. not to talk after he testified.

The subcommittee began investigating
after U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, Kentucky The subcommittee subpoenaed five for
Republican whose 4th District includes mer Louisville police officers, one active
much of suburban Jefferson County, re- duty officer and two former Louisville
portedly testified that a constituent, Clif- FBI agents. Only two witnesses, Baird Dat* 12/1/77totr E. Baird, had written him a letter and William Duncan, were called yester- . e.
alleging that Baird had been offered day, even though the proceedings were Edition: Red Flash
$510,000 on two occasions to kill King. scheduled to last just one day.
Baird is a retired Louisville police officer Duncan and Bob Peters were identif ed
whb served while Bibb was in office. as the former Louisville FBI agents Title: MURKIN

Bibb said he does not believe that called before the committee. Peters said e.
he has retired from the FBI and works
.for Ayr-Way Stores in Louisville. He said
Duncan is assigned to the FBI office in Character:
St.{ Louis. C

The other witnesses were identified as or Bu --
Ollie Blair, a former Louisville police. Classificatio 44-947
officer who worked with Baird; Lt. Col. Submitting Office: LSPriest Fry, the retired chief of detectives;
Capt. Robert Gregory Jr., also a retired
chief of detectives, and Lt. Brent Hardin.
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Former Alderman Bibb
says he thinks King 'plot'
could have been a prank (Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)
By BERL SCHWARTZ more than one or two of the eight wit-
Louisville Times Staff Writer nesses called to testify know anything

WASHINGTON - Former Louisville about the alleged plot. Page B-3
Alderman James Bibb said in an inter- And he said that from what he has
view today that he thinks the alleged plot gathered, he thinks all that the one or
to assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., two witnesses know is that the whole
which involved a number of former and affair began as some kind of prank, Louisville Times
present Louisville policemen, may have either on Baird or another officer in
started as nothing more than a prank. 1967.

Bibb, a retired Louisville police lieu- "One or two people might have been
tenant, is one of eight witnesses subpoe- involved in a prank that involved giving Louisville, Ky.naed to appear before the King subcom- some kind of an offer of $500,000" to kill
mittee of the House Select Committee on King, Bibb said.
Assassinations. The subcommittee is in- "When you're a police officer, you
vestigating the 1968 murder of King in hear that kind of stuff and you screen it
Memphis, Tenn., for which James Earl out," he said.-
Ray was convicted.

As the hearing entered its second dayBibb said that from piecing together today, officials and witnesses continuedinformation while he has waited to testify to keep a tight lid on the proceedings,before the subcommittee, he has learned with committee members declining com-
that "one or two people might have been ment and witnesses still under orders notinvolved in a prank" that led to the to talk Bibb said he expected to be told
investigation. not to talk after he testified.

The subcommittee began investigating
after U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, Kentucky The subcommittee subpoenaed five for-
Republican whose 4th District includes mer Louisville police officers, one active-
much of suburban Jefferson County, re- duty officer and two former Louisville
portedly testified that a constituent, Clif- FBI agents. Only two witnesses, Baird

and William Duncan, were called yester- Date: 12/1/77ton E. Baird, had written him a letter
alleging that Baird had been offered day, even though the proceedings were Edition: Red Flash
$51)0,000 on two occasions to kill King. scheduled to last just one day.
Baird is a retired Louisville police officer Duncan and Bob Peters were identified
whb served while Bibb was in office. as the former Louisville FBI agents

called before the committee. Peters said Title: MURKINBibb said he does not believe that
he has retired from the FBI and works
for Ayr-Way Stores in Louisville. He said
Duncan is assigned to the FBI office in

Character:
St.) Louis.

The other witnesses were identified as or Bufile--44-38861
Ollie Blair, a former Louisville police Classification LS 44-947
officer who worked with Baird; Lt. Col.

Submitting Office: LSPriest Fry, the retired chief of detectives;
Capt. Robert Gregory Jr., also a retired
chief of detectives, and Lt. Brent Hardin.
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tio aformer po icean wh'ioim
ObdFBtssera enged to e involved in the plot.f II sInomnt*s~aeIdea

Ileg liftoi Baird, a retired Lou leed 'Ii policeman. Baird reportedly has alEli ~ ~he was offered $5000oooon two occasions,en eensa.H si eoehstsi newspaper, city and state.)pOt w ithheld ...2 . b (Indicate page, name of
. Byy thathe would make a,public statenBy BERL SCHWARTZ rnnt afterward. But when he emergedS LuisviN Times taf riter he was instructed in front of reportersAHeNGON = TieHu Slect -,nttiseuste proceeig rease Page R- 6

omiteeo Asasfaios ll:no r might becaldbckBad left Washing.CI until next fall the results of the o ithout making a statement.
clsdtoa ea rn ot eut vplte e asome Louisville TimesnJaesealleged plot to assassinate, black Bibb, a retired Louisville police IeutenLouisvilleEadernDr..ttn uther ing r., report ant under whom Baird had served, saidMly involving a number of past and 'A4 an interview before,his'testmony thatpresent LouivLespe police officers he had gathered from akening to othersG. RoberthBlakeyclecounsel for the iossithat the alleged plotmayhavecirnmttee, decined to comeat on tt been nothing,otho a thanba bad joke on aasec of the hearing, Which Cocue=;Louisville police officerayed)ay e Another witness, Bob Petesasio Dy a omittee rules pre ude' u 9B omtt hoard o dlak citedllyiwould nocoent or uillie wofc, ad Fbe asgntedorf'nfive of the Lillvwga. t aS g tLheOsearingvillhe kne anytliig sakysaid the results of -this w k's g ni bltc.tfea~g ltw.wl e-ato eoto h, h.-esoea ci~tst e ae Hesf~etsifdh--e otipub il eartge ot meipo rt hae esait tllestedaymeotig it

Teoittee's ngl a ctiies tto eae , na n iarwol o orln

S e x t epnteb . ep tabou t. "Ifitnwas said (as a .oke,) itC ceQured tour rtto'heHouse byJan.a was sick humorm" he sildhe told the979n subcodmmittin
iaghe Committee was createdefhis year Lt Cot.oBrentfardla decined to con:investigate the 1'963 murder of PFres! meat on his appearance except to sy,dent John.F Kennedya InDallas~and the: "The~oflyThizj'I can tell you is "Ididn't

1.918 assassination of KgInMemphshave-anythiing-to do with anryplot. IthaveTenn. .'(hadl) nothing to do tihthe assassination,. Date: 12/2/77o"James Earl =Ray has-been convicted of P anyone:" Eiin e ls. KinglS murder. idehe subcommittee heard from Baird

Eitin e Flas

Blakyspcifcaly woid~otcmmet; nd William Duncan, an FBI agent for
onlakseseciicaly twol otommeit' iiieiy assigned to Louisville, on,Wednes.mesges tion t wgdot ouis avie wi-day' It spent all yesterday morning with: Title:enss thtte leedpo myhve 1lie Blair, identified-as a former Louis.bennthing more than a prank played. '.i'oie~Wosre

ihBid
ona Louisville police offiCer. , ilic an li Woulrd othommen- The committee's King subcomitte; Yesteda a telarnoulnnit eard t~-Caatrcgldthe hearings after U.S, Rep. Gene; Ytedyaeron'i adthr-I ohratrSnyder, a 'Kentucky Rtepubican whose mdlPit LoFil a n es retired tobr Cloifctin. District includes much of .subu "n Gegoryir., bbnrthifre opsvleboitJef rson"County, reported that a ice' c mofs' Jrof l etcries. oivlepia lsiiain.InI ant had told himi of a plot n Iv-ceso eetvs umtigOfc:L

ig Iagents and:Louisville poiice fti. 'committee aide ,said'today Itce t kill: King__ yrtermined ~Whether turther haignydr~ad~eha~ec e afttrwould be-conducted.i
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Probe results
from a former policeman who namedthibe FBI agents and several policemenalleged to be involved in the plot.

inyder's informant was later identifiedin alleged King
as Clifton E. Baird, a retired Louisvillepoliceman. Baird reportedly has allegedthe was offered $500,000 on two occasionsto kill King.

plot withheld Baird appeared before the subcommit- (Indicate page, name oftee Wednesday. He said before his testi- newspaper, city and state.)mony that he would make a public state-By BERL SCHWARTZ ment afterward. But when he emerged,Louisville Times Staff Writer hé was instructed in front of reportersWASHINGTON - The House Select not to discuss the proceedings because he Page B-6Committee on Assassinations will not re- might be called back. Baird left Washing-veal until next fall the results of the ton without making a statement.closed two-day hearing it just completed Former Louisville Alderman Jameson an alleged plot to assassinate black Bibb, a retired Louisville police lieuten- Louisville Timesleader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., report- ant under whom Baird had served, saidedly involving a number of past and in an interview before his testimony thatpresent Louisville police officers. he had gathered from listening to otherG. Robert Blakey, chief counsel for the witnesses that the alleged plot may have Louisville, Ky.committee, declined to comment on any
been nothing other than a bad joke on aaspect of the hearing, which concluded Louisville police officer.

yesterday. Another witness, Bob Peters, a retiredBlakey said committee rules preclude
FBI agent who had been assigned to theany comment on either procedura) or Libuisville office, said he was asked dur-substantive aspects of the investigation.
ing the hearing if he knew anything aboutBlakey said the results of this week's
the possibility that the alleged plot washearing will be part of a report on the prank.

l'committee's overall activities to be made
He said he testified he knew nothing atpublic next September. The committee is all about it. "If it was said (as. a joke,) itrequired to report to the House by Jan. 3,

was sick humor," he said he told the1979. subcommittée.
The committee was created this year Lt. Col. Brent Hardin declined to com-to investigate the 1963 murder of Presi- ment on his appearance except to say,dent John F. Kennedy in Dallas and the "The only thing I can tell you is I didn't1968 assassination of King in Memphis, have anything to do with any plot. haveTenn. (had) nothing to do with the assassination Date: 12/2/77James Earl Ray has been convicted of of anyone." Edition: Red FlashKing's murder. -The subcommittee heard from BairdBlakey specifically would not comment

and William Duncan, an FBI agent for-on a suggestion by two Louisville wit- merly assigned to Louisville, on Wednes-day. It spent all yesterday morning with Title:nesses that the alleged plot may havebeen nothing more than a prank played
Olliè Blair, identified as a former Louis-on a Louisville police officer. ville policeman who served with Baird.The committee's King subcommittee
Duncan and Blair would not comment.called the hearings after U.S. Rep. Gene Yesterday afternoon, it heard the re- Character:

Snyder, a Kentucky Republican whose maining Louisville witnesses, retired Lt. or4th. District includes much of suburban
CHI. Priest Fry and retired Capt. Robert Classification:Jefferson County, reported that a police
Glegory Jr., both former Louisville policeInformant had told him of a plot involv-
chiefs of detectives. Submitting Office: LSing FBI agents and Louisville police offi- A committee aide said today it wascers to kill King. undetermined whether further hearingsSnyder said he had received a letter would be conducted.

44-947-432
SEARCHED INDEXED

SERIALIZED FILEDKR
DE C. 5 1977
FBI -LOUISVILLE

FBMOOJ

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SFD-350 (3ev. 10-19-77)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

W !kaccusation haurt-him the rest of his4ii?

B~wbb' afra._ 1dCot _____

(Indicate page, name of

o-SSOCiahOf newspaper, city and state.)

-i 4 ' `vile and -interviewed at least 21 peidple Page A-17
- latit winter. Bibb was one of them. Eight

of., them won a free trip to Washingtonberl last week to testify before the commit
tee's King subcommittee. Louisville Time

Schwaftz At first, Bibb didn't want to talk about
what was going on. He'd seen his name in

" h the paper enough, at least in connection o
washington with the alleged plot. Besides, he and the Louisville, Ky.

other witnesses were under some vague
't instructions not to talk to reporters.
'/° °Then Bibb decided perhaps he should'

WASHINGTON - What's it like when tell his story. So far nobody else had
ah ordinary citizen gets caught up in 'in bothered to give his version - that he
extraordinary national event? was just an innocent bystander.

"It's embarrassing, really," says James Bibb's concern was understandable.
W. Bibb. TI.S hearing was closed to the pul-ic.

Bibb, a former Louisville alderman Committee officials were saying nothing
and retired Louisville police officer, ap- but "no comment" to reporters. N'ws
parently was among a gaggle of former acmounts said there was an alleged lhot
FBI agents and Louisville policemen - and Bibb was a witness, and readers
ranging In rank from chief of detectives were left to draw their own conclusions.
to patrolman - named in a tale about an Bibb didn't like the idea that somebody
alleged plot to murder the Rev. Martin might conclude he wanted to kill King.
Luther King Jr. in Louisville a decade mgDate: 12/8/77
ago. I"It came out of the blue," Bibb said dt:

"Apparently" and "alleged plot" - in a about how he got involved in the investi- Edition: Red Flash

situation where few facts are available - ngation. The first he knew he was involved
don't seem strong enough disclaimers for in it was when a reporter from Scripps
this st ror Howard newspapers' Washington bureau Title: MURKIN

paid him a visit in Louisville last winter
Here's what's been reported: A retired and began asking questions.

Louisville policeman named Clifton E. Bibb doesn't know how the reporter got
Baird sent U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, Repub- his name. He guesses someone on the Character:lican whose 4th District includes much of co me.te ueses soeoNe conmiteCarctr
suburban Jefferson County, a letter last si rs e ouivicle or Bufile 44-38861
winter. In it, Baird charged he was of- hiators qesios Classification:LS 4 -LL947
fered $500,000 to kill King, whose brother him and others questions.
lived in Louisville. Baird reportedly said Bibb said he told the investigators he Submitting Office: LS
others were involved in the alleged plot. didn't know anything more than that

Snyder turned the letter over to the Baird, who was reportedly charging the
ranking Republican on the House Select ee hd ev d er him for a
Cankigtepulion asntheiosTe Select short time. "I tried to be cooperative," he .. J7 7 / '~
Committee on Assassinations. The com- 'said. "Most of the old-time policeman SEA CLD NK
mittee was created in 1976 to look into sad "Ms-fteodtm oiea i i JA
the murder of President Kennedy. Al- are. They're trained to help out all gov- SERAIALZED jII.ED-s

most as an afterthought, the committee ernment agencies." -
decided it would look into the 1968 killing As Bibb related sketchy details about 1-Sl
oX King. In Memphis, Tenn., for whtzh th investigations, he talked a good'bit F LOUISVItE
James Earl Ray has been convicted and about himself. He talked about how snall
isl imprisoned. : , . his police disability pension is, how fie'd

Committee Investigators, went to Louis- suffered a number of injuries on the lob, - - o -vo.. how little money he's making selling r e
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Will accusation haunt him the rest of his-life?

Bibb's afraid
guilt by association

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

vitte and interviewed at least 21 people Page A-17
last winter. Bibb was one of them. Eight
of them won a free trip to Washington

berl last week to testify before the commit-
tea's King subcommittee. Louisville Times

schwartz At first, Bibb didn't want to talk about
what was going on. He'd seen his name in

in the paper enough, at least in connection
washington with the alleged plot. Besides, he and the Louisville, Ky.

other witnesses were under some vague
instructions not to talk to reporters.

Then Bibb decided perhaps he should
WASHINGTON - What's it like when tell his story. So far nobody else had

an ordinary citizen gets caught up in un bothered to give his version - that he
extraordinary national event? was just an innocent bystander.

"It's embarrassing, really," says James Bibb's concern was understandable.
W. Bibb. The hearing was closed to the public.

Bibb, a former Louisville alderman Committee officials were saying nothing
and retired Louisville police officer, ap- but "no comment" to reporters. News
parently was among a gaggle of former accounts said there was an alleged plotFBI agents and Louisville policemen -

and Bibb was a witness, and readers
ranging in rank from chief of detectives

were left to draw their own conclusions.
to patrolman - named in a tale about an

Bibb didn't like the idea that somebody
alleged plot to murder the Rev. Martin

might conclude he wanted to kill King.Luther King Jr. in Louisville a decade Date:"It came out of the blue," Bibb said 12/8/77
ago. Edition:about how he got- involved in the investi- Red Flash

"Apparently" and "alleged plot" - in a
situation where few facts are available gation. The first he knew he was involved

in it was when a reporter from Scripps-don't seem strong enough disclaimers for Howard newspapers' Washington bureau
this story. Title: MURKIN

paid him a visit in Louisville last winter
Here's what's been reported: A retired and began asking questions.

Louisville policeman named Clifton E.
Bibb doesn't know how the reporter gotBaird sent U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, Repub- his name. He guesses someone on the Character:lican whose 4th District includes much of

committee leaked it. Next, committee.
suburban Jefferson County, a letter last or Bufile 44-38861

investigators were in Louisville askingwinter. In it, Baird charged he was of- him and others questions. Classification LS 44-947
fered $500,000 to kill King, whose brother

Bibb said he told the investigators he Submitting Office: LS
lived in Louisville. Baird reportedly said
others were involved in the alleged plot. didn't know anything more than that

Baird, who was reportedly charging the
Snyder turned the letter over to the

ranking Republican on the House Select alleged plot, had served under him for a
short time. "I tried to be cooperative," he 44-947-433Committee on Assassinations. The com-
said. "Most of the old-time policeman SEARCHAD NDEXED

mittee was created in 1976 to look into
are. They're trained to help out all gov- SERIALIZED FILED MTthe murder of President Kennedy. Al-

most as an afterthought, the committee ernment agencies." 1977
decided it would look into the 1968 killing As Bibb related sketchy details about

the investigations, he talked a good
FBI LOUISVILLE

of King in Memphis, Tenn., for which
James Earl Ray has been convicted and about himself. He talked about how small

is imprisoned. his police disability pension is, how lie'd

Committee investigators went to Louis- suffered a number of injuries on the Job, FBI/DOJ
how little money he's making selling real
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estate and insurance; how he struggled ' But Bibb is worried about more than
.financially during his four years as an that. He was hoping for a place in the
alderman. "That was a loss," he said. new City Hall administration; he is afraid
"There was no money to make in thq1t, at, the bad publicity has hurt his chances.
lqast for me." He'thinks that if he ever runs again for

In short, he portrayed himself as a 61- alderman, black voters will distrust him
year-old man facing old age without fi- because he was linked with the alleged
nancial security, as a man who's still plot, however bogus it turns out to be.
fighting to make ends meet. And in the And he's worried about the crank calls he
middle of his life comes a plot to "kill expects he'll get in the middle of the
Matin Luther King. night.
- "f didn't know what they were doing; to Bibb is in a defenseless position. He
whtm." he said about the investigation. cannot defend himself because he has
"It's an unknown quantity you're dealing not been accused of any crime. He is a
with. You read about it in the paper, but victim of a story about an alleged plot
you don't know which ones are being that nobody is saying much about in
-accused and which ones aren't. I'd search public.
my brain but I didn't know anything. All The committee's chief counsel won't
they'd tell us is they were investigating to say if there's anything to this "plot." The
see if there was anything,to turn over to committee's rules preclude public state
the committee." mants until a full report is issued, nbxt

Bibb is convinced there never was an fall.
assassination plot. "You can go into any Until then, Bibb will have to live with
barroom in the country and pick up it.,He'll have to live with the frustration
stories like these," he said. "While I've of being an unwilling participant in a
been in Washington I think I've put this sordid little sidebar to history.
thing all together. In my opinion, it was And when the report comes out next
nothing but a prank. Cruel, but a prank." fall - and it probably will clear Bibb of

Bibb feels wronged. "If we had any any wrongdoing - you can be sure that
court in the land that operated like that there still will be people who'll say, when
committee. . . ." he said, trailing off. "I James W. Bibb's name comes up, "Oh,
never could have operated in the Police hiri? Wasn't he. the guy who was mixed
Department like this." up. in that plot to kill Martin Luther

Referring to the witnesses, he said, Kirg?"
"Several of us were brought up here (to
Washington) on something we know noth
ing about. We sat up there for eight hours
without a break, except for lunch, and
then they didn't provide anything. All
they ever told us was to come back
toiorrow. ;

'I had to close up my office and come
up here and keep some deals pending
thd I'll probably lose that I needqI to
keep my head above water," he said.

estate and insurance; how he struggled Put Bibb is worried about more than
financially during his four years as an that. He was hoping for a place in the
alderman. "That was a loss," he said. new City Hall administration; he is afraid
"There was no money to make in that, at the bad publicity has hurt his chances.
least for me." He 'thinks that if he ever runs again for

In short, he portrayed himself as a 61- alderman, black voters will distrust him
year-old man facing old age without fi- because he was linked with the alleged
nancial security, as a man who's still plot, however bogus it turns out to be.

fighting to make ends meet. And in the And he's worried about the crank calls he
middle of his life comes a plot to kill expects he'll get in the middle of the
Martin Luther King. night.

"I didn't know what they were doing to Bibb is in a defenseless position. He
whom." he said about the investigation. cannot defend himself because he has
"It's an unknown quantity you're dealing not been accused of any crime. He is a
with. You read about it in the paper, but victim of a story about an alleged plot
you don't know which ones are being that nobody is saying much about in
accused and which ones aren't. I'd search public.
my brain but I didn't know anything. All The committee's chief counsel won't
they'd tell us is they were investigating to say if there's anything to this "plot." The
see if there was anything to turn over to committee's rules preclude public state-
the committee." monts until a full report is issued, next

Bibb is convinced there never was an fall.
assassination plot. "You can go into any Until then, Bibb will have to live with
barroom in the country and pick up it. ,He'll have to live with the frustration
stories like these," he said. "While I've of being an unwilling participant in a
been in Washington I think I've put this sordid little sidebar to history.
thing all together. In my opinion, it was And when the report comes out next
nothing but a prank. Cruel, but a prank." fall - and it probably will clear Bibb of

Bibb feels wronged. "If we had any any wrongdoing - you can be sure that
court in the land that operated like that there still will be people who'll say, when
committee. he said, trailing off. "I Jaines W. Bibb's name comes up, "Oh,
never could have operated in the Police him? Wasn't he the guy who was mixed

Department like this." up. in that plot to kill Martin Luther
King?"Referring to the witnesses, he said,

"Several of us were brought up here (to
Washington) on something we know noth-
ing about. We sat up there for eight hours
without a break, except for lunch, and
then they didn't provide anything. All
they ever told us was to come back
tomorrow.

"I had to close up my office and come
up here and keep some deals pending
that I'll probably lose that I needed to
keep my head above water," he said.
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Ouse assassination panel
drops stud 7 Lio ill
~ransstor on Kiiasduea
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ASHIGTON- House inetgtrs
Parently have concluded that talk o1plot to kill Martin Luther Kng In March 1977, Baird first told stoulsville in the mid-1960s had notli ry la letter to his congs , epdo with his murder in Mempl M. Ge t Snyder, Rth Districtn., in 1968. Ac to Snyder, Baird atFormer Louisville police offier Cif. 'Whil I I was in the Louisville Policetea E. Baird reportedly has said he was Depa ent, I was innocently involvedOffered $500000 to kill King in a plot in a conspiracy to assassinate Martinevolving P0I agets and other plot Luther King."

ville police. Baird reportedly claimed that theBut, after rams of testimony ,00 0 offer to kill King was made inlast year in Louisville and in Washing- Bad's Car, which was equipped with aton, the House Select Committee on tape recorder. Baird was said to have1 sassinations has dropped further y a tape that supported his rges.0? Baird's claims. - Sayder turned the matter br to
y the most credible theories on Rep Devine, R'Ohio, ranki Ret 's death are being aired at te om- e the sele em

mittee's public hearings th week, I 1 toom tSpokesman Dawne Miller said. mem rs spent a week in Louisville, in
And, with the hearings scheduled to tervie Baird and at least 20 others.

end today, Ms. Miller said, there won't And, in November of that year, Bairdbe any review of Berd's stor. and seven others were brought to Wash
It's safe to conclude tory inagton to testify at closed-door commitfl a ce to nclude that we dn't e heatngsh

toanycause to pursue itfu ewith The Louisville witnesses have ed
iller said that portions of the t - teiteenstructions not to usso King's deah, shei ony Andth committe intucin noit s Date:nony "very 1ely will be" included in still ithholding all b Eio1 tostimony ~giveilbe- Eiin id lsddosee's final report, whi i hind losed doors.

Janary. .aisville witnesses who talked to the
who lives in Fern C re- press denied having anything to fo with

i from the Louisville police in 1 ' 5 Title:
He could not be reached for com t King's death or with any plot to 11
last night. him. oill

King, the nation's leading black I es Baird, those who camrights advocate at the time of h" d Washington to testify were: Character:waii shot in April 1968 at a isn v' William 81bb, a former aldergian or
James Ear Ray pleaded guilty and former Louisville police lieutenant. Is c

lng King's lone assailant and is ~ Priest Fry, a retired Louisville po- f Submit ng 7ff -e
a 99-year sentence in a Tennessee ptis lice lietenant colonel and a fertper
on. But Ray has since recanted his chief of detectives. EARCHED INDEXED
feaelon, giving added currency to a 1.usvlepolice TR U FILEDety of alternative theories on who ki tieutenant colonel.
King - and why.

September 1976, the House tp ~ Oflle Blair, a former LouIsvtl - F -LOUSVILLE
th select committee to investigatl the lice officer.
dr umstances surrounding the A t- st Gregory Jr., a retired ps
ing of King and former President Jn sville police captain pad former f
F. ennedy. . of detectives

FD-350 (Rev. 10-19-77)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

House assassination panel
drops study of Louisville
man's story on King'S deathame of

and state.)

WASHINGTON House investigators
apparently have concluded that talk ofplot to kill Martin Luther King Jr in In March 1977, Baird first told isisto- COURIERLouisville in the mid-1960s had noth ng

ry in anletter to his congressman, Rep.to do with his murder in Mempljis
M. Gerle Snyder, R-4th District. JOURNAL

Tenn., in 1968. According to Snyder, Baird wrote thatFormer Louisville police officer Clif While I was in the Louisville Police LOUISVILLEton E. Baird reportedly has said he was Department, I was innocently involvedoffered $500,000 to kill King in a plot
in a conspiracy to assassinate Martin

involving FBI agents and other Louis- Luther King."ville police. Baird reportedly claimed that the PAGEBut, after taking reams of testimony $500,000 offer to kill King was made inlast year in Louisville and in Washing-
Baird's car, which was equipped with a

ton, the House Select Committee on As- tape recorder. Baird was said to have
sassinations has dropped further study

kept a tape that supported his charges.of Baird's claims. Snyder turned the matter over to
Only the most credible theories on Rep. Sam Devine, R-Ohio, ranking Re-

King's death are being aired at the com- publican on the select committeemittee's public hearings this week, In pril 1977, two committee staffspokesman Dawne Miller said. members spent a week in Louisville, in-
And, with the hearings scheduled to terviewing Baird and at least 20 others.

end today, Ms. Miller said, there won't And, in November of that year, Baird
be any review of Baird's story.

and seven others were brought to Wash-
ington to testify at closed-door commit-"It's safe to conclude that we Nidn't tee hearings.find any cause to pursue it further withrespect to King's death," she said. But

The Louisville witnesses have obeyed
Ms. Miller said that portions of the testi-

committee instructions not to discusstheir testimony. And the committee is Date:mony "very likely will be" included in 2-1- - 8still withholding all testimony given be- Edition:hind closed doors. ORNINGthe committee's final report, which is
due in January. Lquisville witnesses who talked to the

Buird, who lives in Fern Creek re- press denied having anything to do with
tired from the Louisville police in 1075. Title:
He could not be reached for comment King's death or with any plot to kill
last night. him.

King, the nation's leading black civil Desides Baird, those who came to
rights advocate at the time of his death, Washington to testify were: Character: 66-2612was shot in April 1968 at a Memphis William Bibb, a former alderman or BUmotel.

and former Louisville police lieutenant.
James Earl Ray pleaded guilty to be 44Submitting Office: 434LS.

Clas sification:

ing King's lone assailant and is serving Priest Fry, a retired Louisville po
a 99-year sentence in a Tennessee pris- lice lietenant colonel and a former

chief of detectives SEARCHEDon. But Ray has since recanted his con INDEXED

fession, giving added currency to a vari Brent Hardin, a Louisville police SERIALIZED FILED
ety of alternative theories on who killed lieutenant colonel.
King - and why. DES 5 1978

Ollie Blair, a former Louisville po-In September 1976, the House set up FBI - LOUISVILLElice officer.the select committee to investigate the
circumstances surrounding the shoot- Robert Gregory Jr., a retired Deu-
ings of King and former President John isville police captain and former chief
F. Kennedy. of detectives
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W'illi1am ucen, an FBIrly ~ statione j inLouisi for
-mans a O ne-i FBI Office in Moxnoo

IheYears before his death, Kingiitd Louisville often. His WAother,ReoyA. D. Williamsn King, usedj tr dive inldzsvie and was active in iIrgt

who had been stationed in Louisyille.

ob Peters, a retired FBI agent
of w William Duncan, an FBI agent for-
runs
merly stationed in Louisville who now
Mo.

a one-man FBI office in Mexico,

Reg. A. D. Williams King, used to live in

visited Louisville often. His brother,

In the years before his death, King

causes.
Lyuisville and was active in civil rightsan
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