
6-1 ~P!1 URGENT ¥/6/63 f~JC 

TO DIRECT □~, BIRMINGHAM, r~~PHIS ANJ ~03ILE 

f;(QM ~JEW HAVEN ( 157-813) 

mJSU3; ~1ARTIM LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTI:vl. ca. 

REURTEL TODAY AND TEL CALL AND NH TEL CALL TODAY. 

STANLEY LEXEM3URG, VICE ?RESIDENT, LIGGETT-REXALL, STA~FOKJ, 

CONN. FURNISHED FOLL0 1JJING AS OUTLETS OF LIGGETT-REXALL CRUNG, 

Al..A3AMA. 

STORE NJ. ADD HESS, C !TY AND STATE TEL. NO. r-'.ANAGER 

1909 7714 EASTWOOD MALL, 3IRMIN3HAM, ALA. 592-8149 CARLOS CANAS 

1911 19,31 FIRST AVE., 3IRMINGHAM,ALA. 254-3249 AMJS STEPHENS 

1912 AGaICJLA S/C 301 D. NORTH L2TH ST, GADSDEN, ALA 542-4987 

LEON LEVENS. 

1921 RJE3UCK PLAZA S/C 9142 S~ 4TH AVE., 3IRMINGHAM, ALA. 833-7631 

R03ERT LOVE. 

1922 5 POINTS wEST S/C 2205 BESSEME~ RD., BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 785-4141 

1.vILL I A:'t; WEEJ. 

END PAGE O~·;E 
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PAGE Two 

FOLL8WING AGENTS FOR LI3GETT-REXALL DRUGS. 

STORE NO •. ADDRESS AND CITY 

9470 2029 CENTER POI NT RD., BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 

9520 26 '.'1IDFIELD PARK PLACE, MIDF !ELD, . 
9536 1 DWIGHT SQUARE, GADSDEN, ALA. 

9554 1021 SOUTH 20TH ST., BIRMINGHAM, 

9588 

END 

CAF 

324 WEST FIFTH ST., 

F3I MEMPHIS 

X 

AT ALLA, ALA. 

ALA • 

ALA. 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

F3 I ST ·LOU IS 

613Pl'i U::tGENT 4-6-63 JLS 

TO MEMPHIS 

FRO~ ST. LOU IS (44- 775) 

nn1uux UNDUN WILL CALL 3ACKX 

F3I MEMPHIS 

FBI ST LOU IS 

618PM Ur<GENT 4-6-68 JLS 

TI MEMPHIS 

FROM ST. LOUIS (44-775), 

Llt,!SU'3, A'!-J, JOHN WILLARD; MARTIN LUTHER KING - VICTIM; CR 

THE FOLLOWING TEL WAS SENT TO BUREAU, LITTLE ROCK AND OKLAHO~A 

CITY ON FOUR SIX SIXTYEIGHT 

ON APRIL SIX, INSTANT, AN ANONYMOUS MALE TELEPHONICALLY 

AJVISED THAT ON APRIL THR'"' , LAST HE CASUALLY MET A MAN IN THE 

(){LAHOMA CITY GREY!iOU 1 BUS TERMINAL WHO IDENTIFIED HIMSELF 

PS CLIFFORD SCOTT FT. SMITH, ARK. DURING THEIR CONVERSATION 

SCOTT MENTIONED THAT HE HAD BEEN IN A HOSPITAL AND INCLUDJ:'.D 

MENTION OF NORMAN, OKLA., ALTHOUGH THE CALLER uID NOT SPECIFICALLY 

RECALL THAT HE SAID THIS WAS THE LOCATION OF TH£ H,)SPITAL THAT 

i-£ HAD BEEN IN; THAT SCJTT ALSO CLAIMED TO BE A GI; TO 9£ AN 

EXPERT ON GUNS AND THAT SCOTT EXPRESSE:D HAT:'1EO OF NEGROES. 

SCOTT WAS DESCRI3ED AS A WHITE MALE, A90UT THIRTYFIVE YEARS 

ONE EIGHTY L3S., 1/f-)Cff'7-?r' 
OT~ER DESCRIPT ,erH.D,,.,, .. ~NDE.XED ............... -, 

!itRIALIZED .... !.QftLED ....... J:). ......... \ 
· · ., _,, •1e-:::3 
' ' ~··j ~,I·..; 

• ~EMPHlbJJ • 

a..D, FIVE FOOT ELE VE i~, ONE SE VE t'\'.TYF I VE TO 

TATTOO OF SOME KI ND ON iUGHT FOREARM. NO 

INFORMATION. 

~ END PAGE ONE 
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--------- -----------------------
PAGE TWO 

~ ,. 

SL; 44-775 • 

THE CALLER SAID HE WAS ADVISING THE FBI BECAUSE HE BELIEVES 

THERE IS A MENTAL HOSPITAL IN NORMAN, OKLA. AND WHEN SCOTT 

LEFT HIM HE SAID HE HAD TO GO SOUTH FOR AWHILE; THAT HE HAD, 

A JOB TO DO WHICH WOULD UPSET A LOT OF PEOPLE; THAT SCOTT WAS 

NOT RIDING A BUS BUT CLAIMED HE WAS DRIVING A CAR (NOT SEEN 

BY .CALLER) AND HE MAY HAVE BEEN THE ASS.ASSIN OF DR. KING • 
. 

THE CALLER SAID HE DID NOT WANT TO FURNISH HIS NAME AND ADDRESS 

·A.5 HE HAS THREE CHILDREN AND DOES NOT WANT TO JEOPARDIZE HIS 

FAMILY• 

LITTLE ROCK AT FT. SMITH, ARK.: WILL THROUGH AVAILABLE 

· SOURCES DETERMlNE IF ONE CLIFFORD SCOTT IS A RESIDENT OF 

FT• SM ITH AND IDENTIFY. 

OKLAHOMA CITY AT NORMAN, OKLA.: WILL CHECK HOSPITALS 

IN NORMAN, OKLA. FOR ANY RECORD OF A PATIENT NAMED CLIFFORD 

SCOTT. WILL ALSO CHECK AVAILABLE SOURCES TO DETERMINE IF ONE 

CLIFFORD SCOTT wAS A PAST RESIDENT OF NORMAN, .OKLA. 

LITTLE ROCK AND OKLAHOMA CITY WILL SET OUT LEADS TO CHECK 

MILITARY RECORD OF ANY CLIFFORD SCOTT IDENTIFIED. 

END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THRDE 

44- 775 

- -- -------------------------

.. 

FOR INFORMATION OF MEMPHIS OC HAS ADVISED THE FOLLOWING HOSPITALS 

AND AGENCIES WERE CHECK AT NORMAN, OKLA., ~ITH NEGATIVE RESLTS RE 

CLIFFORD SCOTT; CENTRAL STATE MENTAL HOSPITAL, PER JAMES DUNN; MEMORIAL 

HOSPITAL, PER MARY JACKSON; CLEVELAND COUNTY SO, BLANCHE GIDDENS; 

~K)RMAN PD, PER COP BILL HENSLEE; OKLA. UNIV. PD AND INFIR11ARY PER CHIEF 

HA.1ClLD BERNEIR; NORMAN WAT.ER wORKD AND CITY DIRECTOR PER SHERIFF 3ILL 

PORTER. 

AT VI~ITA, OKLA., RECORDS OF EASTERN STATE MENTAL HOSPITAL CHECKED 

WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS PER HENRY 0'3RIEN. 

OC INDICES AND QC PD NEGATIVE. 

UACi.3 NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED. 

END 

CAF 

F3I MEMPHIS 
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var :'liEMPHIS 

F3I SAVANNAH 

618PM URGENT 4/6/68 SPT 

TO MEMPHIS (44-1937) 

F.~Ot". SAVANNAH (44- NEW) lP 

UNSUB, AKA JOHN WILLARD; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM, 

CR, 00, MEr>:PHIS. 

RE MEMPHIS PHONE CALL TO ATLANTA AND ATLANTA PHONE: CALL 

TO SAVANNAH INSTANT DATE. 

J. D. HAILE, PRESIDENT, J AND H PROPERTIES, INC., WHICH 

COKPORATION HAS OPERATED SAVANNAH MOTOR LODGE, HIGHWAY SEV.C::NTEC:N, 

SOUTH, 'SAVANNAH, GA., SINCE APRIL ONE LAST~ ADVISED FO~MC:R 

OWNER, D.R. ANDERSON, WAS AFFILIATED WITH FRIENDSHIP INNS OF 

A"1ERICA. HAILE ti.ADE AVAILA3LE REGISTRATIONS FOR SAVANNAH MJTOR 

LODGE FROM MARCH ELEVEN LAST THROUGH APRIL FIVE LAST. 

EXAMINATION OF THESE REGISTRATIONS LOCATED NO RECORJ OF JOHN 

wILLARD, HARVE:Y LOWMEYER OR WILLIAM J. LEHMEYEa. 

END 

'.'£ ••• CF CAF 

F3I MEMPHIS 
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DI r'£MPHIS 

F3I NEw ORL.S 

632PM lRGENT 4/6/68 OLP 

TO DIRECTO~, CHARLOTTE AND MEMPHIS 

F110l'1 NEi ORLEANS (157-10673) 

ASSASSINATION OF r--;ARTIN 

RONALD BARDIN Sit-'.PSON 

KING, JR. RM. 00: ~E~PHIS. 

HITE MALE, 30i1N 
~------~ 

~---~IHALFAX, N.c., USAF NO. o~JE FOUR SEVEN Two THRC.:E 

FQUR Two SIX, IN LOCAL CUSTODY, LAKE CHARLE3, LA., ON 

VAG~ANCY CHARGE. HE IS UNA3LE TG GIVE A8COUNT OF WHEREABOUTS 

FOR PERIOD OF APRIL FOUR LAST. HIS APPEARANCE MATCHES AN 

AFffIST'S CONCEPTION PUBLISHED IN 3EAUMONT ENTERPRISE 

~EWSPAPER. SIMPS,'.)N CLAIMS HE IS ON CHRISTMAS LEAVE FROM THE 

VA HOSP., DURHAM, N. C., AND HAS GENERAL APPEAaANCE AND 

DEMEANOR OF A MENTAL CASE. 

END 

CAF 

3UR£AU ADVISE IF SIMPSON wANTED. 

CHA~LOTTE CONTACT VA HOSP AT DURHAM TO DETERMINE STATUS. 

NE:11 Oi~LEANS AT NEW ORLEANS, WILL SU3MIT MAJOR CASE PRIKTS. 

MEMPHIS INFORMATION. 

INFO FURNISHED 3Y SA WRIGHT, LAKE CHAi=tLES. 

F3 I YiEM PH 15 

X 
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F3I i"'.EMPHIS 

F3I KNOXVLE 

636P'.'1 0EFERRED 4/6/68 DCK 

TO DIRECToq, MEMPHIS, CHICAGO, AND JACKSm~VILLE 

FROM KNOXVILLE C 157-1298) RUC 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHlR KING, JR. RM. 

RE JACKSONVILLE TELETYPE ·TO BU~EAU APRIL SIX, INSTANT. 

FOREE HOSPITAL, ATHENS, TENN., RE;J.LLS 

DESCRIPTION AS OLAF CPH) WE88J,B'ENTICAL 

TO WE38 COOK •. COOK EMPLOYED FO:'iEE HOSPITAL FOR APPROXIMATSLY 

FIFTEEN YEARS. COOK DIED Two YEARS AGO AFTER HAVING 80TH 

U:3S AMPUTATED DUE TO A DIA3ETIC CONDITION. ESTIMATED IF 

COQK WERE ALIVE TODAY, HE WOULD 8£ ASOUT FIFTYF'IVE YEARS 

OF ASE. BAKER HAD NO INFORMATION CONCERNING COOK SEEKING 

EMPLDYMENT WIT'.-1 CHICAGO PD OR GOING TO C:{!CAGO TO WJRK FOR 

PD• 

END 

CAF 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F3I ME~PHIS 

F31 DENVER 

645PM I.RGENT 4-6-68 JRW 

RO tvEMPH IS AND JACKS ON 

FROM DENVER 15 7-203 

ASS ASS I NAT I ON OF MART IN LUTHER KI NG, JK. RAC I AL MATTE RS. 

DOYLE MAY, SALES MANAGER JOHNNlE HARPER FORD, WHEATRIDGE, 

COLORADO, ADVISE0RAWING OF ASSASSIN OF KING CLOSELY RESEM3LES ONE 

3EN LYNN HART~O RESIDES AT CANTON, MISSISSIPPI. HART DESCRIBED 

AS WM, AGE THIRTYTWO, FIVE FEET TEN, ONE SEVENTY LBS., BLACK HAIR 

WHICH IS RECEDING AND COMBED STRAIGHT BACK. HART IS SHARP DRESSER, 

DWNED LOTS OF GU NS AND FORMERL y HAD A HARDWARE STORE oUT IS NOw A 

FARMER. MAY STATES HART WAS ALWAYS ROUGH WITH NEGROES AND IS FORMER 

KLANSMAN. JACKSON CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION. 

END 

CAF 

f3I \V:EMPHIS 
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F3I 3IR~1·3dAM 

702 Pf1 UR3ENT 4-6-6:3 SSP 

TJ 0IRECTOR AND SACS MEi":PHIS ATLANTA 

r=w~: SAC, 3IRMINGHAM (44-1740) 

r~1JRKIN • 

.:E 2H TELC ALL TO ATLANTA THIS DATE. ;' 
I 

REC O'lD3 DELT ~ AIRL ~ NES, 3 I:~.'. N~HAM ✓ ~HO: THAT ON ~ ARCH 

TvlENTYSEVENTH, LA:iT, ON.':'.. ~.J. L.::..H.'!Yr!..R /uR\..,HA::iED TICKET ON DELTA 

AIRLINE FLIGHT FIVE NINE FIVE, DEP/l.RTING BinMINGHAM SIX T'NO THREE 

P.C(. EN ROUTE '.1lE!1PHIS, n:~;rJESSEE, ARRIVING AT SEVEN ZEao SEVEN P.M. 

r£ HAD SPACE ON DELTA FLI-3rfT NINE THREE Two LEAVING ME'.1PH1S AT EIGHT 

FOUR FIVE ?.M. ZN ROUT5: CHICAGO, ILLINCllS, ANJ THER~AFTER SPAC:.: ON 

~DiHHWEST AIRLINE FLI3:H n,o T:c{KEE NINE FR0:'1 C:-IICAGJ, ILLINOI.3, TO 

MINN~APOLIS, tr:It,iESJTA. AIRLINE P£,1SONNEL, 3IHMINGHAM, UNA3LZ: TO 

STATE IF LEHMEYER TKAVELED TO ~•'.IN~:EAPOLIS, HOWEVER DID Vl::RIF'Y 

CJLLECTEC AT SATE. 

Y:INNEAPOLIS. CHE:C'.{ DE:LTA AIRLlt-.G RZCOKJS TO DET:C:R~H~E P..~:y Pr.IO?. Ol\ 

SELLER OF TICKET, AN) J3TAIN O~I3INAL rr:KET. 

CAF 

,,,1;£:t.~-~~~~ 
I

'.., :111,,.11D ..... ~FILED ........... ./'). .... . 
. " : 1---· -"'1 

~~~ 
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F3J MEM-PHIS 

FBI E:.L PAS 0 

734 PM 4-6-68 URGENT RPC 

TO DIRECT OR AND MEMPHIS 

FR OM EL PAS O ( 15 7- 18 6) 

ASS ASS I NAT I ON OF MART IN 

fvR. LE ON ARD 8 ARKSDELL, 

ING, JR., RACIAL MATTERS. 

SOUTHERN PAC I FIG RR O SSE RVEJ 

SKETCH OF ASSASSIN ON F~ANK !ICGEE, TV NE'IYS REPORT. STATED THE 

LIKNESS FOrt PERSON OBSERVED AT VALENTINE, TE:XAS, CAFE, THIS MORNING 

APPEARED TO 3£ IDENTICAL WITH UNSUS ASSASSIN SKETCH. 

BARKSDELL REPORTED HAVING 3REAKFAST AT VALENTINE, TEX, APPROX. 

EIGHT FORTYFIVE AM CST, THIS DATE, WHEN OBSERVED THIS PARTY ALSO 

EATING. STATED HE HAD SHORT CONVERSATl,QN WITH PERSON WHO MENTIONEJ 

HE HAD DRIVEN FROM WEST VIRGINIA AND WAS ENROUTE TO FORT HUACHUCA, 

ARIZONA AND HAD TQ BE THEHE BY NIGHT 8F APRIL SIX AND WAS G·'.HN:3 TO 

VISIT FRIEND AT EL PASO ENROUTE. 

BARKSDELL DESCRIBED PERSON OBSERVED AS 1.mITE MALE, A30UT FORTY 

FIVE YEARS, FIVE FEET TEN INCHES, TWO HUNDRED TO T'.i/0 ONE ZERO L3S, 

STOCKY BUILD, RECEDING HAIR, WEARING LIGHT BLUE SUIT, wHITE SHIRT, 

NO TIE. 03SERVED THIS PERSON FROM LEFT PROFILE. PARTY SEE~ED Vi:.RY 

t£RVOUS AND SMOKED FOUR CIGARETTES WHILE EATING. BARKSDELL 

-
REPORTED 03SERVED VEHICLE OUTSIDE CAFE WHICH 11iAS 3E:LIC:V£i) TO 3E 

A30UT 1\INETEEN SIXTY :'<iODEL 0ESOTO OR CH~YSLE~. HE NOTED LAKGS TAIL 

F'I NS • LICE NS E PL ATE U NK N OWN • 

END . PAGE ONE 
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EP C 15 7: 1 8 6 ) 

PAGE TWJ) ,,, 

BOTTOM. 

/ 

3ARKSDELL REPORTS THAT PERSON WAS ALSO OBSERVED BY FIREMAN 

A.A. PETERSON ALSO OF EL PASO AND POSSIBLY 3Y A DEPUTY SHERIFF 

WILLIAMS OF VALENTINE AND UNIDENTIFIED sp· BRAKE'.'!AN OUT OF SANDERSON, 

1E~AS. · 

EL PASO HAS NO DESCRIPTIVE ·oATA RE UNSUB ASSASSIN OF KING AND IN NO 

POSITION TO EVALUATE THIS INFORMATION. ABOVE BEING FURNISHED FOR 

INFO OF BUREAU AND MEMPHIS. 

BUREAU ADVISE IF FURTHER INQUIRY DESIRED. 

END. 

, CAF 

FBI MEMPHIS 

X 

• 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

F3I CHICAGO 

745PM URGENT 4-6-68 TAB 

TO: DIRECTOR MEMPHIS KNOXVILLE JACKSONVILLE 

FROM: CHICAGO CP) 

. 
MURKIN 

RE JACKSONVILLE ANJ KNOXVILLE TELS THIS DATE CAPTIONED 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SEARCH OF RECORJS OF PERSONNEL DIVISION AND BUREAU 

OF RECORDS AND COMMUNICATIONS, CHICAGO PD THIS DAT£ 

FAILED TO DISCLOSi ANY EMPL. OYME ··T OR ARHEST RECJfi-D 

IDENTIFIABLE WITH OLAF WiBB7 WEBB COOK. _/ 

UNLESS ADDITIONAL IDENTIFYING DATA OR MOK£ DEFINITii. 

INFORMATION AS TO WHEREAdOUTS OF WEBB CAN BE FURNISHfD 

CHICAGO, NO FURTHER ACTION 3EING TAKEN. 

ENDCAF 

FBI MEMPHIS 

X 
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FBI ViEMPHI S 

FBI JKSi~ MISS 

740 PM URGENT 4-6-68 REN 

TO MEMPHIS 

FROM JACKSON (157-9586) 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., RM. 

RE TELCALL SAC JENSEN, MEMPHIS, APRIL SIX INSTA~T • .. 
THE FOLLOWING !fJOTELS AFFILIATED WITH FRIENDSHIP INr~ CHECKED 

THIS DATE FOR PERIOD IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO APRIL FOUR LAST FOR 

NAMES OF JOHN ~ILLARD, HARVEY LOWMEYER AND WILLIAM J. LEHMEYiR, WITH 

;~EGATIVE RESULTS: COLUMBUS MOTEL, COLUMBUS, SOUTHERN :r10TEL, G--ORiiHH, 

GILHARA MOTEL, GREENVILLE, NAAMAN MOTEL, GREENWOOD, DUMAS ~UTEL, 

HATTIESBURG, TOWNHOUSE MOTEL, TUPELO, MARSHALL MOTEL, ALL MISSISSIPPI. 

END 

CAF 

FBI MEMPHIS 

X 

t 

V 
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..J 

FBI ATLANTA 

812 .Jt~ URGENT 4-6-63 ARK 

TO ~EMPHI5 (44-1987) 

FROt ATLANTA (44-NE~) 

\URi<I N. 

RE XEMPHIS TEL FOUR SIX LASf. 

D£TERMINiD THAT THERE ARE FOUR FRIENDSHIP INN AFFILIATEJ 

MOTEiLS IN GEORGIA. ONE IS SAVANNAH 1.,;0TOR LODGE, SAVAt~.~AH, GA. 

SAVAN~AH TiLEPHONICALLY INSTRUCTED TO COVER. OTHEri THREL ~DIEL~ 

IN GEORGIA AR£ COLONIAL ~ANOri, PSRRY, GA.; TRAVEL£R"S HAVEN, 

MARIETTA, GA., AND TOWN ANJ COUNTRY, LA GRANGE, GA. 

HERBERT ~OORE, OWNER ANJ OPERATOR COLONIAL MANOR MOTEL, 

U.S. HIGH~AY FOUR ONE, SOUTH PERRY, GA. ADVISED COLONIAL MA~OR 

IS RECE~T AFFILIATE OF FRIENDSHIP INN CHAIN. HAS NOT YET 

PURCHASED OR UTILIZfD CASHMERE BOUQUET BAR SOAP OF FRI~NDSHIP I~N 

IN MOTEL OPERATION. PiRTINENT NAMES, 3ELIEVED OF SIGNIFICANCi, 

NOT REGISTERED FROM THREE TWENTY TO FOUR THHEE SIXTYEIGHT. 

NAMES, WHITE ~1.USTANG ANJ ARTISTS CONCEPTI01~ FROM NEIJJS ;;,OUrtCE.S ALL 

ARE UNFAMILIAR TO MOTEL OWNER MOORE AND HAVE NO SIGNIFICANCi 

END PAGE ONE 

!/l/-l9P'7-f1 

I 

SEARCHED ........ ~·f•,l:./:.~ ....... . 

S£RJALJZED .•••• ~LE.D .... ~ ..... .. 
. (~ 1"'~;, 

J,J''..,) 

~PHIS {~-··---~bf I 
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?AGE =rwo .. 

AT 44-NE~ 

FRANK MILLER, OWNER AND OPERATOR TOWN AN0 COUNTRY roTEL 

LA GRANGE, GA., A FRIENDSHIP INN AFFILIATE usis ONLY 

PALMOLIVE SOAP WITH WRAPPER ADVERTISING TOWN AND COUNTRY MOTEL, 

U.S.# TWENTYSEVEN NORTH, LA GRANGE, GA. NA~ES OF GUESTS 

REGISTERED FRO~i THREE SEV£NTEEN TO FOUR FOUR SIXTYEIGHT Cni:CKiJ 

AND NONE FOUND SIMILIAR TO THOSi BELIEVED PERTINENT THIS ~ATTik. 

NO WHITE MUSTANGS UTILIZED BY A~Y GUESTS THIS MOTEL JURING 

PERIOD CHECKED. 

DEWIGHT STEWART, OWNER AND OPERATOR TRAVELERS HAVEN ~OTiL, 

MAi1IETTA, GA., ADVISED MOTEL USES SMALL BARS OF SOAP WITH 

FRIENDSHIP INNS WRAPPER, BUT SOAP IS "S~EETHEART" ~ANUFACTURZD dY 

PUREX. ?£RTINEtH NA~i.C:S CHiCKED It~ REGISTRATION FHOfrl t•1ARCH ONi 

TO DAT£ NEGATIVi. NO RECORD OF WHITE MUSTANG AND NONi RECALLED 

BY OWNER. RECORDS OF CAR HENTAL AGiNCIES NOT CHECKE0 AS NONE 

OF MOTELS ATLANTA TERRITORY LOCATED IN MAJOR CITIES OR NEAH 

AIRPORTS. 

CF CAF 

Far t'1ZMPHIS 

X 

I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. -·---··· ··----------------------

F3 I NE W HAVEN 

3- l 4P;l1 UR GE NT 4 / 6 / 6 3 RJ C 

TO JIRECTOR, ME.\1 PHIS AND PH OE NIX 

FR OM NE W HAVEN ( 15 7- 8 1 8) 

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. R~. 

DETECTIVE HUGHES, WE~ HARTFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT, ADVISED 

RENHTEL INSTANT DA?:E. 

WILL I AM LESLIE WILL ARD, 3I NUMBER THREE ZERO NI NE NI NZ NI NE G, 

'IELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED Hiri'. AT FOUR ZERO FIVE PM TO STATE HE HAJ 

RETURNED FROM YU~A, AiUZONA, TODAY AND VOLUNTARILY COM:vlITTED 

HIMSELF TO NOR'.aiICH STATE HOSPITAL, A ~:ENTAL INSTITUTION, AT 

NORWICH, CONN .• 

HUGHES VERIFIED SAME WITH HOSPITAL AUTHORITIES AND LEARNED 
/ 

1J/ILLARD 1.vILL 3E AT HOSPITAL FOR 1~INIMUM OF THREE TO FOUR DAYS. 

END 

CAF 

FOREGOING FOR INFORMATION. 

FBI l"!EM PH IS 
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FBI ~,£MPHIS 

Fol JASi-1 OC 

~22P~ URGiNT 4-5-68 MXS 

TO Kc:MPHI S 44-198 7 

FRO[YJ DIR.ECTOR 4P 

UNSUB.; AKA. JOHN ~ILLARD; tARTIN LUTHER KING, J~., 

VICTIM; CR. 

REURAIRTiLS APRIL FOUri. 

SERIAL NUMBER ON RIFLE BOX WHICH ORIGINALLY 

CONTIANED BRO~NI~3 RIFLE DiTiRMINiD TO d£ FJUH 3£Vi~ FOU~ 

FOUR Z FIVE:. 

BULLET FRO~ VICTIM IS POINT THIRTY CALIBER tETAL­

JACKETED SOFT POINT SPORTING TYPE BULLET OF REMINGTON -

PETERS ~A~UFACTURE. BULLET IS IJi~IIFIA8LE I~ ALL 

REMAINING PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS TO ONE FIVE Z£RO GriAI~ 

BULLETS IN FIVE LOADED CALIBER POINT THIRTY - ZERJ SIX 

SPRINGFIELD RiMINGTON - PETERS CARTRIDGES IN SUclMITTiJ 

PETERS CARTRIJGE dJX ~HIGH ALSO CONTAINED FOUR U.S. 

~ILITARY CARTRIJGES OF REMINGTON MANUFACTURE ca~IAI~ING 

FULL-METAL JACKETiD dULL£TS. 

iND PAGi: ONE: 

( ,- ' 
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PAGE HIO 

BASED ON GENERAL RIFLING IMPERSSIONS, BULLET FROM 

VICTIM COULD HAVE BEEN FIRED FROM POINT THIRTY - ZiRO SIX 

SPRINGFIELD CALIBER REMINGTON GAMEMASTER RIFLE, MODEL 

SEVEN SIX ZERO, SERIAL NUMoEft FOUrl SIX ONE FOUR SEV £N SIX. 

DUE TO MUTILATION OF BULLET, INSUFFICIENT MAH KS OF VALUE FOrt 

IDENTIFICATION REMAINING ANJ NOT POSSIBLE TO DETERMI~i 

WHETHER OR NOT BULLET FIRED FROM suaMITTED REMINGTON 

RIFLE. 

NO RECORD NSPI OR NCIC OF REMINGTON RIFLE; OF A 

BROWNING POINT TWO FOUR THREE WINCHESTER CALIBER RIFLi, 

SERIAL NUMBER FOUR SEVEN FOUR FOUR Z FIVE; OF A REDFIELD 

TELESCOPIC SIGHT, SERIAL NUMBER A ONE SEVEN THREE FIVE ZERO; 

OR dUSHNELL BINOCULAR, SERIAL NUMBER D Q FOUR ZERO EIGHT 

SIX SIX FOUR. 

FINE SMEARS AND DEPOSITS OF SILTY SOIL FOUND ON 

LARGE GREEN ANJ BROWN CLOTH SUITAaLE FOR COMPARISON 

PURPOSES. SPECIFIC ORIGIN OF SOIL CANNOT BE DETER~INiJ dY 

LAdORATORY EXAMINATION. 

3ROWN AND GRZEN CLOTH FOUND WHITH RIFLE IS BEDSPREAJ 

£ND PAGE TWO 
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MEASURING ONE ZERO SIX AND ONE-FOURTH INCHES 3Y EIGHT FIVE 

AND ONE FOURTH INCHES. BEDSPREAD COMPOSED OF SEVENTYFIVE 

PERCENT COTTON AND TWENTYFIVE PERCENT RAYON AND SIMILAR 

TO THOSE US£D IN HOTELS AND MOTELS. NO MARKINGS F-OUND TO . 
INDICATE ITS SOURCE OR· MANUFACTURER. 

BROWN COTTON FIBERS, GREEN COTTON FIBERS AND 

GREEN RAYON FIBERS LLKE THOSE COMPOSING BEDSPREAD FOUND ON 

RIFLE AND IN DEBRIS FROM RIFLE BOX. 

SUITCASE, 3LUE IN COLOR, CONTAI~ED NUMEROUS 

TOILET ITEMS, MAPS, PAPER dAGS ANu OTHER ITEMS. TOILET ITEMS 

ARE ALL COMMON BRANDS. OF INTEREST ARE TWO CANS OF SCHLITZ 

BEER, EACH BEARING TAX .STAMPS IN0ICATING THEY wERE PURCHASED 

IN MISSISSIPPI. NEW PAIR OF BINOCULARS, CASE ANJ CARTON FOR 

BINOCULARS FOUND IN SUITCASE. CARTON INDICATED BINOCULARS 

SOLD FOR THIRTYNINE NINETYFIVE AND COMPUTED ON CARTON WAS 

THIRTYNINE NINET.YFIVE PLUS ONE SIXTY, TOTALING FORTYONE 

FIFTYFIVE. A GRAY BAG OF YORK ARMS COMPANY, MEMPHIS, WITH 

COST REGISTRY RECEIPT IN AMOUNT OF FORTYONE FIFTYFIVE INSIDi 

INDICATES BINOCULARS PURCHASED AT YORK ARMS COMPANY HAVING 

FOLLOWING THREE LOCATIONS IN MEMPHIS: DOwNTOwN - ONE SIX 

END PAGE THRE:E 

-------------- > 
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PAGE 
FOUR . A~J ~auTH - ~HITEHAViN 

M~I,~•, £AST - POPULAR PLAZA i' ~ TWO SOUTH ,in .~ 

PLAZA. 
~RowN HEAD HAIRS OF CAUCASIAN O~IGIN 

NUMEROUS ..., w 

To 1.1;L AND HAIRBRUSH FOUND IN SUITCASE 
FOUND ON BEDSPREAD, w~ 

AND LOOSE IN SUITCASE. HAIRS SUITABLE FOR COMPARISONS. 

NUMEROUS BROWN TO aLACK 3£ARD FRAGMENTS OF CAUCASIAS 

FOUND ON TWO SAFETY RAZORS FROM SUITCASE ~HIGH ARE SUITABLi 

FOR COMPARISONS. 

NO NiGROID HAIRS FOUND. 

TRADENAME "HOMESTEAD" ON LARGE ?APER BAG WHICH 

CONTAINED B£ER REGISTERED TO GriAHAM PAPER COMPANY, 

ST. LOUIS,· l•1ISSOURI. 

SMALL RADIO SUdMITTED BEARS SCRATCHES INTERPRETED 

TO READ "T ZERO FOUR ONE FIVE" OR "T ZERO FOUR FOUR FIVE." 

ANY SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS UNKNO~N. RADIO WILL BE RE-EXAMI~ZD 

AFTER LATENT EXAMINATION. 

NO WRITING OR SIGNIFICANT INDENTEJ IMPRESSIONS ON 

OTHER BAGS, t'iAPS, Ni wSPAPER AND BINOCULAR BOX. 

LATENT RESULTS AND COMPLETE LABORATORY REPORT 

BEING FURNISHED SPiARATELY. 

CORR PAGE FOUR LINE 6 LAST ~IR ~ORD SHD BE CAUCASIAN 

.ENJ AND ACK FOR 2 PLW 

BKS RECEIVED TWO 

FBI MEMPHIS 
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F3 I ME:fr'. PH IS 

FBI K NOXVLE 

832PM URGENT 4/6/68 DCK 

TO DIRECTOR, MEr~PHIS, DALLAS AND NEw ORLEM:S 

FROM KNOXVILLE CP) 157-129f3 

ASSASSINATION OF ~ARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 00 MEMPHIS. 

RE NE'J/ ORLEANS TELET'(P'i TO 3UREAU TODAY. / 

JAMES JOHNNY HALL,4oRN I I 

3ROOKHAVEN, MISS., ARi1ESTEO WITH DANIEL EARL KELLUMt-6'RIL TWO, 

NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT BY BUREAU AGENTS KINGSPORT, TENN., ANJ CHARGED 

WITH BANK R033ERY. 30TH STILL LN CUSTODY. SUBJECTS WERE IN CUSTOuY 

w'rtEN KING ASSASSINATED. 

END 

GAF 
• FBI MEMPHIS 
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,. 

F'3 I ;,~ A3 H DC 

841 Pr<: URGENT 4/6/63 GFH 

TO :£~PHIS 44-1937 3IRMI!':GHA:{i 

FR JM DIRECT QR 3P 

. 
U:-JSUB, AKA JO:IN WILLAaD; r,:ARTIN LUTHER Kii\3, J.~., JASH VICTDJ. CR. 

~E~EAIRTELS APRIL FOUR, DELIVEKY OF iVIDENCE APRIL FIVE 3Y 

MEMPHIS SA RO.r3ERT FITZPATRICK AND 3IRMINGHAM SA NE:IL P.· SHANAHAN. 

ALL EVIDENCE EXAMHJEJ FOR LATENT PRI:--JTS WITH FOLLO:.vING RESULTS: 

MEMPHIS EVIDENCE 

ONE FH~GERViiINT SIDE OF REfHNGTON MJDEL SEVEN SIX NAUGHT RIFLE, 

'.) Two. 

ONE FINGERPRINT REDFIELD TELESCOPIC SIGHT ON ~IFLE, ) TWO. 

ONE PALl". P,•UNT OM BLACK 30X, ') ONE, FJR RIFLE. (THIS PAL:~ 

PR I NT IDE NT IF I~:J A.S PALM p,:u NT BI r?M I NGHA:¥1 ST ORE CLE.:~:-< DO~~ALJ F. ',vOJJ). 

ONE Fit-iGERPRINT ON Bit\OCLJUrns, :1 ONE FOUR, FROM BLJt: ZIPPZit 3.;s. 

<THIS LATENT IDENTICAL LATENT ON J TWO i-UFLE). 

ONE FIN3ErlPRINT ON ~EMJ?HIS COY!ME:1CIAL APPEAL NE:WSPAPER, ~ ~n~~ 

t\INE, FJ11 APRIL FOUii, SIXTYEIGHT, F710M 3LUE ZIPPE.~ 

END PAGE: O~!E 
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PAGE TWO, 
., 

ONE FINGERPRINT ON GILLETTE AFTER SHAVE LOTION BOTTLE, •~ TWO 

FOUR, FROM BLUE ZIPPER BAG. 

::>NE FINGERPRINT ON SCHLITZ BEER CAN, Q FIVE THREE, FROM BLUE: 

ZIPPER 3AG • 

BIRMINGHAM EVIDENCE 

IBREE FINGERPRINTS ON FEDERAL CARTRIDGE BOX. 

THREE FINGERPRINTS AND JHREE PALM PRINTS ON REMINGTON MODEL 

SEVEN NAUGHT NAUGHT RIFLE BOX. <THESE LATENTS ALL IDENTICAL PRINTS 

OF STORE CLERK WOOD>. 

FIFTEEN FINGERPRINTS ON TWO INVOICES FOR PURCHASE OF RIFLES. 

<FOURTEEN OF THESE LATENTS IDE NT !CAL PR! NTS OF STORE CLERK WOOD AND · 

REMAINING LATENT IDENTICAL FINGERPRINT OF AGENT RECOVERING 

INVOICES). 

BOTH RIFLES DISASSEMBLED AND COMPLETELY EXAMINED FOR LATENTS. 

LATENTS NOT IDENTICAL FINGERPRINTS OF JOHN HUBBARD WILLARD, FBI 

NJMBER NINE THREE FOUR FOUR FIVE FOUR C; HERMAN H. DANIELS, FBI 

NJM3ER ONE SIX NINE THREE THREE FIVE C; EUGENE SMITH MANSFIELD, FBI 

NJMBER IBREE NAUGHT TWO FOUR FIVE FIVE B; SAMUEL HOLLOWAY BOWERS, FBI 

NUMBER EIGHT THREE SEVEN ONE FIVE ONE E; THOMAS A. TARRANTS, FBI 

NJMBER NINE NINE Tv.10 FIVE EIGHT TWO E; 3YRON DE LA BECKWITH, F3I 

NJMBER FIVE FOUR ONE TWO ONE SIX E; WILLIAM J. LEHMEYER, ARMY 

END PAGE TWO 

. ' 
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PAGE 'fHREE. . ' .. 

SERVICE t'UMBER THREE SEVEN SEVEN NINE FIVE SIX FOUR EIGHT; HARVEY E·. 

LOHNMEYER, FBI NUMBER SEVEN THREE NAUGHT NINE SEVEN NINE A; WILLIAM 

MTHUR LOHMEYER, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI POLICE NUMBER SEVEN SIX NAUGHT 

EIGHT FIVE DASH FOUR; OR WILLIAM ALBERT LOHMEYER, PATTERSON, NEW 

JERSEY COUNTY FXX JAIL NUMBER THiiEE EIGHT FOUR TWO SEVEN. 

LATENTS ON MEMPHIS EVIDENCE NOT IDENTICAL ELIMINATION FINGER­

PRINTS OF GUY WARREN CANIPE,_ 30RN ~-------------­

IN WFKIN, TEXAS; NEVELYN ECDRAY ZACHARY, BORN 
~-- ~-------

IN R083S, MISSISSIPPPI; SA ORVILLE VERNON 

JOHNSON OR SAC JENSEN. 

THREE LATENTS ON BIRMINGHAM CARTRIDGE BOX NOT IDENTICAL ELIMI­

NATION PRINTS OF STORE CLERKS WOOD AND V. L. MATHEW BAKER OR SA NEIL 

P. S HAN AH AN • 

LATENTS COM PARED EACH O':HER BUT NO ADDITIONAL IDENTIFICATIONS 

EFFECTED. 

END 

rnF 

LABORATORY REPORT AND DISPOSITION OF ALL EVIDENCE SEPARATE. 

FBI MEMPHIS 

X 
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DECODED COPY 

CJ Radio 
1239 AM URGENT 4-6-68 HEP 

TO DIRECTOR~l MEMPHIS, MINNEAPOLIS 

FROM BIRMINGHAM 

El Teletype 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., RACIAL MATTER. 

Rl!Cau>S LHERN AIRLINES, BIRMINGHAM, SHOWS THAT ONE w. 
J. LEHMEYE~:·TELEPHONIC RESERVATION AT BIRMINGHAM FOR 

TRAVEL ON MARCH TWENTYSEVEN SIXTYEIGHT FROM BIRMINGHAM 2'~'1 

MINNEAPOLI~S~ :~MINNESOTA. HE WAS TO CHANGE PLANES AT MEMPHIS, 

TENNESSEE AND AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, HOWEVER, LBHMEYBR NEVER 

APPEARED FOR FLIGHT AND GAVE PLACES OF CONTACT BIRMINGHAM AS 

PARLIAMENT HOUSE ANDtAIRB0RT MOTELS. INVESTIGATION AT 

PARLIAMENT HOUSE AND AIRPORT MOTELS FAILED TO LOCATE W. J~ 

LEHMEYER AS GUEST. RECORDS DELTA AIRLINES, BIRMINGHAM, SHOWS 

THATr ON MARCH TWENTYSEVEN SIXTYEIGHT W. J. LEHMEYER PURCHASED 

TICKET ON DELTA AIR LINE FLIGHT FIVE NINE FIVE DEPARTING 

BIRMINGHAM SIX TWENTYTBREE 1'.M., ENROUTE MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 

ARRIVING AT SEVEN ZERO SEVEN P.M. HE HAD PASSENGER SPACE ON 

DELTA FLIGHT NINE THREE TWO LEAVING MEMPHIS AT EIGHT FORTYFIVE 

/ 

P. M., ENROUTE CHICAGO, ILLINOIS AND THEREAFTER ACE ON fo(T-.(?/;:7-
WBST AIRLINE FLIGHT TWO THREE NINE FROM CHICAGO 

If the· intelligence comained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bu'91~~ 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. _. __ _ 

ii'; 
:::::t~~-: 

,;..:-.r -. 
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DECODED COPY 

c=J Radio CJ Teletype 
PAGE TWO 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA. AIRLINE PERSONNEL BIRMINGHAM UNABLE 

TO SAY IF LEHMEYER TRAVELED TO MINNEAPOLIS BUT CAN STATE THIS 

INDIVIDUAL DID PASS THROUGH GATE FOR FLIGHT TO MEMPHIS INASMUCH 

AS HIS TICKET •As COLLECTED AT GATE. IN VIEW OF UNSUB HAVING 

USED NAME HARVEY LOWMEYER IN PURCHASE OF ASSASSINATION WEAPON 

AT BIRMINGHAM AS WELL AS THE SIMILARITY IN THE I.AST NAMES 

OF LOWMEYER AND LEHMEYER IT IS FELT THAT MEMPHIS SHOULD DETERMINE 

IF LEHMBYER DEPARTED MEMPHIS ON DELTA FLIGHT NINE THREE TWO ON 

THREE TWBNTYSEVBN SIXTYEIGHT NOTING FURTHER THAT HIS RESIDENCE 

NOR CONTACTS COULD BE ESTABLISHED AT BIRMINGHAM. IT IS ALSO 

NOTED THAT UNSUB AT TIME OF PURCHASE CF WEAPON MADE STATEMENT 

THAT HE WAS GOING HUNTING IN THE STATE OF WISCONSIN WHICH IS 

IN THE SAME GENERAL AREA AS MINNEAPOLIS. 

MEMPHIS HANDLE. 

MINNEAPOLIS CHECK INDICES AS WELL AS OTHER PUBLIC SOURCES 

OF INFORMATION TO IDENTIFY nBHMEYER. 

END. 

DGB 

,f_P,-

'~,:~ltl} 
. • :ti'~•i 

\\I 
./(;;;.-{) 

.•' 

~­
If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is sugsesled Mot it be••-_,,,,, .:\Ji'-__ 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems, ~- . '"•: :~"~, .-. "' · ;\ . _: .. , . __ .. :~. · 

. --· "·•- ---"~-..... -~--·--~-- ....... ____ -._~.~"-~2s1t!,~"'i~~1-~~~i?~~~ . ·"' - ~~'-~~~~~l~~ 
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F3I '.'iE:-'PHIS 

FSI :'1ILwAUK 

343p~1 IM;~EDIATE 4/7/68 PJJ1 
. 

TO '-lE~PHIS, 3IRiqNGHAM ANO JACKSOt.; 

FR OM I>'.I L 1J/ AUK EE: ( 4 4 - 3 g S ) 

SEVEN ZERO FIVE W. CLY3JURK, TELEPHONICALLY ADVISE~ THAT ~AN 

M:s;..;E;nNG NEwSPAPER SESCRIPTIO~: M;J ARTIST'S CGNCZPTIJN OF 

u~:su2 APP~ ARED AT A3 OVE ST AT I '.:HJ EVEN F0.1TY F~ TODAY JRIVING 

LIGHT ·3LUE SIXTYSIX 0:1 SIXTYSEV£r.i FORD BEAiUNG MISSISSIPPL 

LIC i:: ~SE T\-i O F F FI VE J NE FI VE • 

;,)OS~ A'.'D CiiDl, SA:~JY HAL~, JRESSE:D C:J 1.IJSOY 300TS, 3LUE: JE:Al\S, 

·JFF' ICE3. D 
I e 

1""""\ll""\ 
.t..l~U 

F31 Y.£:vJPHIS 
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F3 I tt;.:.M PH IS , :. 

F31 LOS ANG. 

9: 14PM VKGENT 4-6-65 KEF 

TO DIRECTOR AND ME~:PHIS 

FROM LOS ANGELES (44-1937) 

t•1.IRK IM 

RE f,;E;~PHIS TEL AND BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL Fr?0'.'1 

SUPERVISO::? LON4APRIL SIX INSTANT. 

INTERVIE'.vS AT ROMPAGE HARDWARE COMPANY, FIVE FIVE FOUR 

TWO HOLLYWOOD 30ULEVARD, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, WITH ALL 

SALES PERSONS WHO COULD HAVE SOLD NEEDLE NOSED PLIERS 

REVEALS NONE CAN RECALL ANY SALE OF PLIE.RS TO ANY PERSON 

PR I OH TO AP ILR FI VE LAST. 

H01':PA3E HARD'.vARE DOES LARGE VOLUME OF 3USINESS ANJ 

~EN PHOTOGRAP~S OF PLIERS ARE REC2IVED, THEY WILL BE 

DISPLAYED. 

APPEARS ONLY POSSI3LITIY OF CONNECTING PURCHASER WITH 

PLIERS IS IF THEY WERE PURCHASED ON CHARGE ACCOUNT. STORE 

CLOSED SU ND AY. 

Q\F 

FSI !'i'.EMPHIS 

J'D 
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HOLD PLS CORR LINE TWO PAR ONE SECOND WORD SHOULD 

READ SU PERVIS OR LONG. 

CAF 

FBI ME~PHIS 

X 
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X 

F3I C HARLT 

913 PM URGENT 4-6-68 JMC 

TO DIRECTO~, NEiJJ QI'.~LEANS ( 157-10673) AtD :·riE~lPHIS 

FR O!f: CHARLOTTE C 15 7-5 300) 

ASSASSINATION OF ~lARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. RM. 

RE NO TELETYPE DATED A?,UL SIX, INSTANT. 

HARRY PROPST, NIGHT ADMINISTRATIONS OFFICER, VETERANS 

ADMINISTRATION HOSPITAL, DURHA:.1, N.C_/, ADVISED HOSPITAL 

RECORJS ~EFLECT RONALD 3. SIMPSON £oRN = USrlF NO. ONE FOUR SEVEN TWO THRC:E FOUR Two SIX, FIKST 

ADMITTS:D TO VA H,)SPITAL OCT. NINE, SIXTYSEVEN, DIAGNOSIS SCHIZOPHRENIA 

SIMPSON RELEASED ON LEAVE NOV. ELEVEN, LAST AND R2TURNEJ 

NOV. TWENTYFOUR, LAST. ~ELEASED 0[·~ LEAVE AGAIN DEC. TWENTY, 

LAST, FOR RETURN ::>EC. T.vENTYSEVEN, BUT Gi~ANTED EXTENSION TO 

JM!. NINE, LAST AND AGAIN EXTE:NDEJ WITHOUT ~ETURN TO HOSPITAL 

TO FE:9, NDl, LAST. HOWEVE:R, PfHC>R TO TERMINATION OF THIS 

EXTENSIJ~J, SI~~PSOt-: DISC:-lARG£D JAN, TWELVE, LAST, FOR :V1AXH1U!1 

:-iOSPITAL 3ESEFITS. 

END PAGE JNE 

THIS WAS O~LY RECORDED ADMISSION FO~ 

('~~ 

SEAr:CHED......... .11; lllXlD ................. , 

SERIALilrn~·:L:r ;-!,········1 
hjl. ,_,.,,_-, ,.,;, ' 
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.. 
' 

0 /"'\ 

,.:, .. ··-
~ .. 

15 7-5800 

PAGE TWO 

' SI MPS ON AT HOSPITAL. HIS HOME ADDRESS WAS IN CARE OF SISTER, 

ms. I. D. WHITE, THREE ONE ONE JACKSON ST., ROANOKE RAPIDS, 

N.C. HOSPITAL RECORDS FURTHER REFLECT SIMPSON NEVER MARRIED. 

FILES, CHARLOTTE OFFICE, REFLECT SIMPSON ARRESTED DEC. 

NINETEEN, SIXTYSIX, BY EL PASO COUNTY, TEX., SO. CHARGED WITH 
I 

VAGRANCY. HAD NO DRAFT CARD, HAD NO WALLET AND ADVISED HAD 

NOT RE QUESTED DUPLICATE REGISTRATION. RECORDS LOCAL BOARD, 

HALIFAX, N.C., REFLECT SIMPSON CORRECTLY AND PROPERLY 

REGISTERED, CLASSIFIED FOUR DASH A FOR PRIOR MILITARY SERVICE. 

END. 

CAF 

FBI MEMPHIS 

X 

.... 

: ~ 

.J . 

'. .I 

·1 
. ' i 

';j 
, 

·t· 
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fBI MEMPHIS 

9:32 URGE NT RS8 

TO: DIRECTOR, WASHINGTON FIELD, ANJ ME~PHIS 

FROM: .iICHMOND 

A.SSASSIN.ATION OF ~lARTIN LUTHER KH•:G, JR. CIVIL RIGHTS • 

. ~EFERENCE WASHINGTON FIELD TELETYPE THIS DATE aE. CECIL 

WILLARD. / 

INVESTIGATION, riJANOKE VA. VERIFIES JOHNNY SAUNDERS WILLAR:J 

CURRENTLY INCARCERATEJ ROM-70KE CITY JAIL SINCE MARCH TWENTYSEVEN 

LAST. IN VIEw OF THIS, i,O FURTHER INQUIRYR RE WILLARD 3EING 

MADE. UAC i3. 

EN:) 

CAF 
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FD-36 {Rev. 5-22-64) r 

FBI 

Date: 4 16168 

Transmit the following in _____ _;:P;._:::LA~l=ft=15X'f~-----=--,---------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ ......;TE=L'l==T-=IP:....:E=--- ___ UR_G_E_ft _____ ----:----------1 

(P riority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI; CHICAGO, ■IlfllUPOLIS, 
and BIJtllI•RA■ 

ROIi: SAC, DIIPRIS (44-1987) 

MURKIX 

FOR ID'O 01' CHICAGO lllD ■ImAPOLIS IIWESTIGATIOR 

COMDUCTED BIR11l1'GBA■ YISIOR SUGGESTS IXDIVIDUAL BY JfA■B OP 

WILLIA■ J. LBDE IIAY BB OF IlfflJtEST IR TRIS CASE. 

BIDilfGD■ US ADYISED TUT IlfQUIRIES 1• COJOIBCTION' 

WITH IIAJlCR TWENTYBmx RESERVATIOJI, SOOTBEJtlf AIRLIBS, 

APPAUftLY nu lf01' FILLED. BIR■I•o•• IlffESTIGATI01' 

DISCLOSED TIIAT CQITACT POIITI OF PARLIDNT ROUSE AKD AIRPORT 

MOTEL DD 1'0 RECORD POil WILLIA■ J. :u:mrza. 

IllDl'fIDUAL WBO PURCHASED GUif OF INTDEST IX IlllTAKT 

CASE DID USE 1fAD OF LOWDYD 11' BIUIIIGBA■• SIMILARITY• 

KADS WARRANTS ADDITIOKAL IJIQUIRI:18. 

D■PRIS IlffESTIGATIOJf DISCLOSED THAT WILLIA■ J. LEBDYER 

DID PASS THROUGH GATE DELTA AIRLIDS, ■EIIPIIIS, Elf ROUTE TO 

CHICAGO, FLIGHT RID TRUE TWO, DELTA A IltLIDS, DBPARTIWG 

IIE■PRIS EIGHT FORTtFI'fE P. ■• ■ARCR TWElff'fSmK. TRIS 

CODIRIIS SUPPLEDKT.AL IDORIIATION' FURJUSHED BY BllUIIlfGRAII 
.------· 

UJA- q -IlffESTIGATIOK. 

Sent 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in --------:-::::----,--~----=--,-------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ ------------,-------~ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
11E 44-1987 

PAGE no 

BIBIII1'GBAM IlffBSTIGATIOB SBO'IED TIIAT LEBIIEYD REPORTEDLY 
. 

BAD TICDTS ROUTIJIG RIM FROII BIDilfGBAM THROUGH MEMPHIS TO 

CHICAGO WITH SUBSEQUElft' STOP Ilf MIDEAPOLIS. 

PLAD OIi WRICH LEBIIEYD ARRIVED Ilf DMPRIS LAJfDID AT 

SEn:Jf O SEn:X P.M. AlfD DEPARTED BIGHT l'ORTD'Il'E P.M. 

AIRPORT Ilf IIEIIPBIS IS APPROXIIIATELY THlffD'IVE MIJIUTE DRIVE 

UCB WAY FROII AREA Ilf WHICH IIURDD TOOJt PLACE. THIS ALLOWS 

APPROXIIIATELY FIFTY MilfUTBS Ilf WBICII TRIS PERSOlf, IF SUBJECT 

OF IlfTDEST, COULD RAVE CAlffASSED AREA Pmt PUTUU USE. 

REQUEST TlllT MilflfBAPOLIS IIAD APPROPRI:&,-E 13 I INQUIRES 

WITH CODECTI1'0 .AIRLINES l'llOII CHIC.AGO Olf IIAIICB TWIITtSmlf 

OM WRICH WILLIAM J. LEBDYD MIGHT Blff ARRIVED.IM MIRDAPOLIS 

TBEREAPTER COJfDUCT SUPPICIDT DISCREET IRQUIRIBS TO 

ESTABLISH BACXG:aomm OF WILLIAM J. LJ:IIIIEYEit AJID ASCERTAIN 

BIS WBEUABOUTS AS~ APPROXIIIATBLY SIX P.11. 01f EOlfilfG OF 

APRIL FOUR. COIIDUCT SUPPICIDT IlffBSTIGATIOlf TOE LIMIKATE 

IF TRIS CAR Bl DOD. 

INQUIRY .AT MEMPHIS DISCLOSED THAT WILLI.All J. LEBIIEYD 

REPORTEDLY BAD FLIGHT ROIi CHIC.AGO YI.A RCltTBWEST AIRLINES, 

FLIGHT TWO TIIRD lfilfE. 
Approved: _________ _ Sent _____ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ---------=c------------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _________ -----------:=-:---c--,,----------1 
(P riority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

IIE 44-1987 

PAGE THREE 

CHICAGO OFFICE REQUESTED TO IIAD APPROPRIATE INQUIRY 

TO DETER.ID WBETIID WILLIAM J. LEIIDYER DID TAD FLIGHT 

TO •IIDAPOLIS. P Elm. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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F3I MEMPHIS 

F3I CINCINTI 

10: 10 Prt: 

URGENT 4-6-68 DHV 

TO M!:MPHIS 

' 

FR OM C I NC I N NAT I C 15 7- 18 93 ) 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHi:R KING, JR. RACIAL MATTER. 

TOWN ~ARSHALL, CARL REISINGER, CLARKSBURG, OHIO, FORMER ROSS 

COUNTY DEPUTY SHERIFF, ADVISED EVENING OF APRIL SIX INSTANT THAT 
/ 

DESCRIPTION OF KINGS UNKNO ASSAILANT wHICH APPEARED IN LOCAL PAPERS 

IS SIMILA'1 TO THAT OF MER HOODLUM OF CHILLICOTHE AREA. HOODLUM IS 

DAVlD ARLEN H~TMACHER (TRUE NAME), WHO MARRIED FORMER MRS LARRY HARDIN 

----------
AND MOVED TO HER PARENTS WITH HATMACHER IN MEMPHIS TENNESSEE // 

WITHIN LAST FE w YEARS. 

~s HATt'JACHER'S PARENTS AHE rR AND MRS J. w. SISSON.' 

OR NEAR MEMPHIS TENNESSEE AT PLAC~ CALLED WHITEHAVEN. 

HATMMACHER 3ELIEVED TO BE BARBER IN MEMPHIS AREA. HAS ALSO 

BEEN A GAMBLER. 

HATMACHER D~SCRI3ED AS WHITE MALE, DOB 
L__ _________ ~ 

ONE SEVENTY SIX - ONE EIGHTY POUNDS, FIVE FEET 2LEVEN, 

ONE HALF I NC HES, BROWN HAIR AND EYES. 

INFORMATIJN ALSO 03TAINED HATMACHER MAY 

i_vQRKING IN CINCINNATI 

END PAGE ONE 

NIGHT CLUB. , 

I 

·' 

) 
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PAGE TWO 

WIFES" NAME PRIOR TO MARRIAGE TO HARDIN WAS JO JENNIGAN. 

HATMACHER BELIEVED TO BE WITH WIFE AT PRESENT TIME, EXACT 

'"1HE:iEABOUTS UNKNOWN. 

REISINGER STATES THAT HATMACHER HAS LONG SHARP NOSE, NORMAL 

EYES, SQUARE CHIN, THICK HAIR AT FRONT, RECEDED ON EACH SIDE 

AND WOULD POSSIBLY COMMIT MURDER FOR MONEY. HE HAS PRIOR 
. 

CRIMINAL REPUTATION OF BURGLARY, FORGERY AND CON SC!;!EMES AND HAS 

BEEN BR SUSPECT, BUT IS NOT KNOWWN TO 3E A RACIST. 

FAYETTE COUNTY SO, WASHINGTON COURT HOUSE, OHIO HAVE PHOTO 

OF HATMACHER TAKEN JUNE SIXTY-F.IVE WHICH THEY ARE FORWARDING 

DIRECT TO MEMPHIS F3I OFFICE AMSD. 

SUSPECT HAS F3I NUMBER FIVE NINE SIX SIX TWO FIVE D AND 

ALIASES OF DAVID A. HATMAKER AND JULIAN ROSE. 

HATMACHER IS KNOWN TO CARRY A KNIFE AND POSSIBLY A GUN. 

AR MED AND DANGEROUS. 

END 

FBI ~MPHIS. 

.. 

I • 
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LOLJ XXX 19XX 10 lJ P~ JiFiRhiD 4-6-63 JLR 

TO CLEVELAND AN0 ME~PHIS 

FRON BIRMI~GHA½ (44-1740) 

;::liURTZL TOuAY. 

FIVE ONE SIX FIVi 

ALA. LICi;\JSi:": FOUR SiVE)/DA3.H 

SVESTKA,6X THhi~ 

TWO JA~SON HU~TSVILLE, ALAdAXA, FOR SIXIYSiVE~ OPAL. 

INQUIRIES SIX THRiE IWO DA~30~ DETERMINED SVESTKA 

CURrt;::l~TLY ATTENJL~G CASi L~STITUTi OF TECHNOLOGY GRADUATi 

SCHOOL, CLEVELANJ, OHIO, 'HERE HE REPORTLY RE5IJES I~ 00riM. 

CLEVELAND SHOULD CONJUCT APPROIATE INVESTIGATION, 

TO iU.[·1,ATi ;3 VESTKri AS UNSUrl. 

CAF 

X 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI tiEMPHIS 

FBI DENVER· 

1011PM URGE NT 4-6-68 JRw 

TO MEMPHIS 

FROM DENVER 15 7-203 

,-.------------~-----✓ 
/ 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUT~R KING, JR. RACIAL MATTERS. 

LOUIS J. HUNT, EMPLOYEE, PHYL LONG FORD DEALER, COLORADO SPRINGS, 

COLORADO ADVISED SIXTYSEVEN YELLOW !'.'ALCON, TENNESSEE LICENSE JR FIVE 

ONE NINE EIGHT, OCCUPIED BY WHITE FEMALE, NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED 

AND WMA, AGE TWENTY TO TWENTYFIVE, HEIGHT FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES, 

ONE HUNDRED Nl~'ETY-FIVE LBS., BLOND HAIR RECEIVED REPAIRS TO WATER 

RJMP ON CAR AT LONG AGENCY TODAY. CAR CONT Al NED LUGGAGE AND HUNT 

03SERVED LUGER PISTOL ON FLOOR OF CAR •. AFTER REPAIRED CAR wlTH THE 

Two·occUPANTS LEFT FORD AGENCY ~ADING WEST. HUNT ADVISED OWNER OF ·y 
CAR LISTED AS HELEN GETTINGs,/rHREE ZERO Two ZERO ESTES, MEMPHIS, TENN. 

HUNT SAID WMA RESEMBLED PUBLISHED SKETCH OF KING ASSASSIN. 

A30VE FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION BY MEMPHIS. 

END 

CAF 

Fa! MEMPHIS 

CLR 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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,..,. 

FBI ~MPHIS 

F3I BALTO 

1042PM URGENT 4-6-68 LLF 

TO DIRECTOR, WFO, BIRMINGHAM, AND MEMPHIS 

FROM BALTIMORE 

M.JRKIN; ,SUSPECT EMIL MATALIK. J 
SUSPECT ARRESTED BY 3ALTIMORE PD AS LOOK ALIKE AFTER PD 

CBSERVED ARTISTS CONCEPTION OF ASSASSIN IN BALTIMORE NEWSPAPER 

TODAY• MAT AL IK, WHITE MALE, BORN 
I 

HIGHLAND 

WISCONSIN, FIVE FEET TEN INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SIXTY POUNDS, 

RUDDY COMPLEXION, HONORABLY DISCHARGED FROM USAF SERIAL NUMBER 

AF ONE NINE THREE FOUR ZERO SIX EIGHT FIVE, ADVISED UPON INTERVIEW 

ARRIVED BALTIMORE TODAY FROM WASHINGTON, D.c., WHERE HE LIVED 

FOR PAST MONTH AT FOUR THREE ZERO K STREET, N. W., IN ROOMING 

HOUSE. CLAIMS TO LIVE ON DISABLITY PENSION AND TO HAVE BEEN 

CONFINED TO ST. ELIZABETHS HOSPITAL WASHINGTON, D.C., IN, 

NINETEEN SIXTY THREE. ALSO CLAIMS ARREST BY GAME WARDEN DOUGLAS 
' 

COUNTY, WISC., NINETEEN SIXTY ONE OR SIXTY TWO FOR CARRYING GUN. 

MAT AL IK FOR MOST PART UNCOOPERATIVE DUR! NG INTERVIEW. PER BU REAU 

INSTRUCTIONS TWO SETS OF TEN PHOTOS OF MATALIK ARE BEING FOKWARDED 

END PAGE ONE - c.< 1> ') . 
1 ~1_,, ' 

J~ wn~;'·"''~. 

•"''~:- • ..-~ .. '1 ) \· 
' -~ , .... 

;,.:,, 

.cl 

I 

I 
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PAGE TWO 

3A 15 7- · 

i-., I 

MEMPHIS BY PIL-OT AMERICAN AIRLINES FLIGHT NUM3ER FIVE NINE NINE 

LEAVING BALTIMORE ONE FIFTY FIVE AM APRIL SEVEN NEXT ARRIVING THREE. 

FORTY ONE AM MEMPHIS TIME •• MEMPHIS REJUESTED TO FORWARD ONE SET OF 

THESE PHOTOS TO BIRMINGHAM. WFO ATTEMPT VERIFY D.C. RESIDENCE AND 

LOCATION PAST SEVERAL DAYS. BALTIMORE WILL FOUR SEVEN NEXT HAND 

DELIVER TO i3UREAU AND WFO PHOTOS OF MATALIK ALSO FINGER AND 

PALM PRINTS TI !DENT DIVISION. 

MATALIK BEING HELD BY 3ALTIMORE PD FOR INVESTIGATION, 

LOCAL CHAR GE ANT IC IPATE_D RELEASE APRIL SEVEN NEXT. 

END. 

CAF 

F3I ~MPHIS 

,,. 
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F3I MEMPHIS 

Fa I 3 IR MG HAM 

11 0 0 PM UR GE NT 4- 6- 6 S DLR 

TO DIRECTOR, ~MPHIS 

FR 0['1; 3 IR M I NG HAM C 4 4- 1 7 4 0 ) 

MURK IN 

ON THIS DATE COS3Y E. MANSFIELD, FATHE~ OF EUGEr~E SMITH 

MANSFIELD, /4~VISED THAT EUGENE ~1ANSFIELD OUIT HIS JOB AT RELIANCE 

STEEL COMPANY, COTTONDALE, ALABAMA, APPROXIMATELY THREE WEEKS AGO 

AND LEFT THE TUSCAL085A AREA AND HIS PRESENT WHEREA90UTS ARE 

UNKNOWN. HE ADVISED THAT HE RECEIVED PHONE CALL FR0'.11 EUGENE 

THE FIRST OF LAST WEEK Af,.;D EU3ENE STATED HE WAS IN MISSISSIPPI 

CC ITY NOi.v GI VEN). 

RECORuS OF RELIANCE STEEL NOT AVAILABLE UNTIL A. M. APRIL 

EIGHT, AND ,qECORDS WILL BE REVIEWED FOR ASSOCIATES AND POSSIBLE 

FORWARDING ADDRESS. EUGENE MANSFIELD NOES NOT GET ALONG WILL WITn 

HIS FATHER AND RELATIVES AND DOES NOT KEEP THE~ ADVISED OF LOCATION 

ANQ IS A DRIFTER. 

END 

FBI XEMPHIS 

X 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev 5-22-64) ~- .... 

FBI 

Date: 4/6/68 

Transmit the following in --------'-PLA~I=NT:;.;....;.;;E=X=T:::...._. __ --:--,----------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ T_E_L_E_T_Y_P_E __ _ URGENT 
(Pri:ority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

MURKIN. 

THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF TODAY'S ACTIVITIES. 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF EUGENE SMITH MANSFIELD AND BYRON DE LA 

BECKWITH EXHIBITED TO CLERK AT YORK ARMS, BUT NO IDENTIFICATION 

MADE. 

REGARDING W. J. LEHMEYER WHO ARRIVED MEMPHIS SEVEN ZERO 

SEVEN P.M., MARCH TWENTYSEVEN LAST ABOARD DELTA AIRLINES 

FLIGHT FIVE NINE FIVE, IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT LEHMEYER PASSE 

THROUGH GATE AT DELTA AIRLINES, MEMPHIS, EN ROUTE TO CHICAGO 

ON SAME FLIGHT DEPARTING MEMPHIS EIGHT FORTYFIVE P.M., 

MARCH TWENTYSEVEN. LAYOVER OF NINETYEIGHT MINUTES WOULD HAVE 

BEEN SUFFICIENT TIME TO HAVE OBSERVED LORRAINE HOTEL. 

SUSPECTED ALIASES OF UNSUB WERE SEARCHED THROUGH ALL 

AIRLINES MAINTAINING RECORDS AT MEMPHIS AND NOTHING OF 

INTEREST FOUND FOR THE PERIOD BEGINNING SIX P.M., APRIL FOUR //1 
t/-</- ;r;JY- i AND EXTENDING THROUGH APRIL FIVE. 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF JOHN WILLARD FURNISHED BIRMINGHAM FOR 

EXHIBITION TO WITNESSES i~{~D----

Per W 
.,. ce , eo•- + ·4w:1-. ·an & f->• m d't?tt m- ►eitlr:: C 2 ZS 012 C :ts rrn<r: :n rrtt ·r:«& 

j 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) . . 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in -----------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
(Pnority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
ME 44-1987 

PAGE TWO 

SAVANNAH, JACKSON AND ATLANTA OFFICES HAVE CONTACTED 

FRIENDSHIP INNS LOCATED THEIR TERRITORY BUT HAVE DISCLOSED 

NOTHING OF INTEREST REGARDING NAMES POSSIBLY USED BY UNSUB. 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF DR. KING AT HOSPITAL SECURED AND 

SUBMITTED THIS DATE, TOGETHER WITH WINDOW SILL SECURED FROM 

BATHROOM WHERE MURDER SHOT BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN FIRED. 

ALSO LATENTS TAKEN BY MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT IN VARIOUS 

AREAS WHERE SUSPECT STAYED AT ROOMING HOUSE IN MEMPHIS. 

SHORTS AND T SHIRT WHICH WERE ORIGINALLY IN BLUE BAG SUBMITTED 

FOR APPROPRIATE LABORATORY EXAMINATION THIS DATE ALSO. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



•---~ ----- __ ., --·-·· 
' 

FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) . .. 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in -------------,--------c--,----------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _________ ---------------:-----------1 
(Pnority) I 

________________________________________________ L _______ -

ME 44-1987 
PAGE THREE 

SENIOR RESIDENT AGENT, ONI, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, ADVISED 

HIS AGENCY RECEIVED INFORMATION FROM PFC MICHAEL STEVEN SLOAN, 

AGE NINETEEN, MARINE PFC AT MILLINGTON, TENNESSEE, TO EFFECT THA 

WILLIAM FREDERICK TATROE, JR., PFC, USMC, MILLINGTON, MSN 

TWO THREE EIGHT ONE EIGHT SEVEN THREE, HAD TOLD HIM THAT HE 

SUSPECTED THAT HIS COUSIN HAD KILLED MARTIN LUTHER KING. PFC 

TATROE ON INTERVIEW ADVI SEO HE HAS COUSIN NAMED GARY JOE 

MC MILLON (PHONETIC), AGE NINETEEN, WHO LIVES IN HAZLET, 

MICHIGAN WITH WIFE AND SMALL BABY. MC MILLON CLAIMS TO BE 

EMPLOYED AS A PRIVATE DETECTIVE, WAS ARRESTED AT LEAST ONCE 

AS CAR THIEF AND HAS TOLD TATROE THAT HE HAD PSYCHIATRIC 

TREATMENT IN USMC. ALSO STATED HE ONCE OWNED THIRTY OUGHT 

SIX RIFLE SEVERAL YEARS AGO. TATROE SAW MC MILLON ABOUT THREE 
-

WEEKS AGO, WEEK ENDING MARCH FIFTEEN, WHEN MC MILLON WAS IN 

ROUTE TO FLORIDA CARRYING BRIEFCASE AND FORTYFIVE CALIBER 

AUTOMATIC PISTOL. MC MILLON THEN SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO BE 

A PROFESSIONAL ASSASSIN, THAT HE HEARD THERE WAS GOOD MONEY 

IN IT; NOTHING SPECIFIC. AT THAT TIME ON HEARING REVEREND 

KING MENTIONED ON RADIO SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO "SHOOT THAT 

SON OF A BITCH." AFTER MC MILLON LEFT MILLINGTON HE 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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FBI 

Date: 

, I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ---------=-------=------:---,---------111 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I 

Via--------- ------------,--'--,-------------1 
(Priority) I +• .. , 

- ----------------------------------------------L------- -
ME 44-1987 
PAGE FOUR 

,., 
-~~--~ 

'~.;(~---,• ...... ' CONTACTED TATROE TELEPHONICALLY ABOUT MARCH TWENTY ASKING IF 

TATROE WOULD LIKE TO COME TO FLORIDA FOR A COUPLE OF HOURS ON 

A JOB FOR "ABOUT TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS." TOLD TATROE HE 

WOULD FLY UP AND GET HIM. TATROE AGREED BUT IMMEDIATELY 

DECIDED NOT TO GO. RECEIVED FURTHER CALL ABOUT TEN P.M. THAT 

NIGHT FROM MC MILLON WHO SAID HE HAD BEEN DELAYED, AND TATROE 

THEN REFUSED TO GO. TATROE HAS NOT HEARD FROM MC MILLON 

--,-~'~<·__,,. 
·,'",". 

' 
SINCE MARCH TWENTY. · /j 

ON MORNING APTER KING WAS SHOT IN MEMPHIS, TATROE SAID 

HE TOLD SEVERAL FRIENDS HE WOULD NOT "PUT IT PAST MY COUSIN. 

HE MIGHT HAVE SHOT HIM. HE'S GOT A THIRTY OUGHT SIX." TATROE 

NOW STATES THAT HE THEN BELIEVED IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT MC MILLON 

SHOT KING BECAUSE OF ABOVE INFORMATION AND BECAUSE MC MILLON 

IS A YOUNG WHITE MALE WITH BLACK HAIR WHICH FITS THE DESCRIPTION 

OF THE KILLER WHICH HE HEARD OVER THE RADIO. STATES NOW 

BELIEVES STORY TOLD HIM BY l(Ct,fILI,,()N WERE PURE FABRICATIONS. 

MC MILLON IS WHITE MALE, AGE NINETEEN, FIVE FEET EIGHT 

INCHES, WEIGHT ONE HUNDRED FIPTYFIVE, BLACK HAIR, HAS TATTO OF 

RABBIT OR ROAD RUNNER ON STOMACH. ( P END. 

~ /t /rN'J:> J:) 

Approved: -----------
Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

• j 

Special Agent in Charge , . . ", " . -. "·. 

-·-·-- _ ~-···"'· ••. ~-- _ .••••. ?. ..• _.. _ _._:~-"~~;;.-~:;:ir~;~h~~~;:@-~:::~;:";~~-£~.'..::J~~i .. ~- ~ 
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FD-36J(Rev. ~,22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 4/5/68 

Transmit the following in -l'-"'!.U.wlffll-.......... .,__----:-:::-----c------,--,----------il 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

ViaTT?:l,ETYPE URGRNT 1 ~ 

CM/f/t/Grl:t> ; 
UNSUB, AKA JOHN WILLARD, HARVEY LOWMEY"ffi., MAR.TIN LUTHER KING, JR -

VICTIM; CIVIL RIGHTS. 00~ ,~MPHIS 

RB MBMPHIS TELETYPE EIGHT NINETEEN PM THIS DATE AW BUREAU TEL 
7171,.1:: CHA-N4-E...P ,t:i Al>!.) A. //11--S IIA /IE t--OWM,£"Y "='r 

r.JPHONF, CA LL THIS nATE. /l CORRECTED FIRST '.AGE FOLLOWS: 

UNSUB USING NAME HARVEY LOW~·fETER ON MARCH TWENTY 1'l'INE LAST 
I /3£,HvAll;./(i 

PURCHASEO CALIBER TWO FORTY Tlffi'RE W REMINGTON RIFLE FROM AERO 

MARINE SUPPLY COMPANY, BIRMINGHAM, ALA. AT TIME OF PURCHASE LOWMEY • 

HAD A TWO X - SEVEN X VARIABLE POWER RIDPI"G"Ln SCOPE MOTJNTEn ON RIFLE. 

ON MARCH THIRTY LAST LOWMEY"GR RETTJRNTID TO AERO ~MRINE SUPPLY 

COMPANY AND TRADBD FIRST REMINt;T0N RIFLE FOR A RBMINGTON THIRTY-

ZERO SIX, MODRL SEVEN SIXTY PUMP RIFLE. REnFIELn SCOPE WAS 

RE~fOUNTED ON SECOND REMING-TON RIFLE. LOWMEYER ALSO TRADT.]) ONE BOX 

TWO FORTY THRES CALIBER Q2'tUHlt CARTRIDGES FOR ONE ROX OF THIRTY-

z mo SIX CARTRIDGES. TWFXTY CARTRIDGES PER BOX. 

REMINGTON RIFLE HAS SRRIAL NUMBER FOTJR SIX ON'R FOUR S'RVr.:N SIX. 

HARVEY LOWMEYER NOT TCTOW AT ADDRESS IN BIR~!JNGHAM GIVEN 

MJPfrd 

£MD 

Special Age 
Sent),? : 1 0 ft M Per ~<.:....=-..,,...----+ 

t/-'4-C.Y' 
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FD-3& (Rev. 5:22-64) 

,. 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ------------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
ME 44-1987 
PAGE TWO 

BY HIM AT TIME OF PURCHASE • 
. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL RETAIL HARDWARE ASSOCIATION, 

INDIANAPOLIS, IS ATTEMPTING TO IDENTIFY SALES OUTLET FOR NEEDLE 

NOSE PLIERS FOUND IN SUITCASE ABANDONED BY SUBJECT IMMEDIATELY 

AFTER SHOOTING. 

BINOCULARS FOUND IN ABANDONED SUITCASE DETERMINED TO HAVE 

BEEN PURCHASED LATE AFTERNOON APRIL FOUR LAST FROM YORK ARMS, 

ONE SIX TWO S. MAIN ST., MEMPHIS. SALES CLERK DESCRIBED 

PURCHASER AS WM, AGE TWENTY SIX TO THIRTY TWO, FIVE FEET 

ELEVEN INCHES, ONE SIXTY - ONE SEVENTY FIVE LBS., MEDIUMT"BUILD, 

DARK BROWN OR BLACK HAIR COMBED STRAIGHT BACK AND WITHOUT A 

PART, NEAT APPEARANCE, WEARING DARK COAT AND TROUSERS, WHITE 

SHIRT AND STRIPED NECKTIE. 

YORK ARMS DOES NOT MAINTAIN RECORDS OF SERIAL NUMBERS OF 

BINOCULARS SOLD BY THEM.- INVESTIGATION AT LOS ANGELES REFLECTS 

NO RECORD KEPT OF SERIAL NUMBERS BY MANUFACTURER OF BINOCULARS. 

HOWEVER, SALESMAN STATES HE CAN IDENTIFY BOX IN WHICH BINOCULARS 

PACKED BECAUSE HE WROTE PRICE OF PURCHASE AND TAX ON ONE SIDE 

. OF THE BOX. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per------

Special Agent in Charge 
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FD-3& (Rev. 5~22-64) 

J 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in --------,-.--------------< 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ ---------------------1 
(Priority) 1 

------------------------------------------------L------- -ME 44-1987 
PAGE TRRBE 

THERE ARE THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY SEVEN 'J'RllBNDSHIP INN 

MOTELS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, A NUMBER OF lYHICH ARE LOCATED 
• 

IN THE AREA IIIIIEDIATELY ADJACElft' TO MEMPHIS. NOT ALL OF THESE 

USE BARS OF SOAP BEARING ftIENDSHIP INN WRAPPER, BUT SOAP IS 

AVAILABLE TO ALL AND NO RECORD KEPT AS TO WHICH INNS USE IT. 

SAC, JACKSON, HAS STATED EUGENE SMITH MANSFIELD, FBI # 

THREE ZERO TWO FOUR FIVE FIVE B, SHOUW BE CONSIDERED SUSPECT 

AS BE IS REPORTEDLY BEING HIDDEN OUT IN MISSISSIPPI BY ONE 

L. E. MATTHEWS, PROVINCE GIANT, WKICICIC. SAC, JACKSON, IS 

FURNISHING PHOTOGRAPHS OF MANSFIELD AND OF BYRON DE LA BECKWITH. 

'NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATION AT SCENE OF SHOOI'ING BAS DIS­

CLOSED SEVERAL PERSONS WHO BELIEVE A WRITE MUSTANG, LICINSE 

UNKNOWN, WAS SEEN TO LEAVE THE AREA SHORTLY APTER SHOOTING. 

DIIV REC<mDS FOR TENNESSEE, ALABAIIA AND MISSISSIPPI ARE NOT 

FILED IN SUCH A MANNER AS TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO DETERMINE 

OWNERS OF WHITE MUSTANtiS. 11V RECORDS FILED ONLY BY NUMBER. 

OTHER MEANS OF OBTAINING LIST OF WRITE MUSTANGS BEING EXPLORED. 

SUSPECT IN MEMPHIS PD IDENT FILES WHO HAD IDENTICAL NAME 

AND LIVED IN PONTOTOC, MISS., AREA, INTERVIEWED BY JACKSON 

AGENTS. BE CURRENTLY RESIDES TUPELO, MISS., AND HAS BEEN 

Approved: _________ _ Sent _____ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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