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File• Serial Charge Out 
FD-5 (Rev, 1-0) • 
File 44-1987--------_______ Date ____ _ 

Class. 

D Pending 

Serial No. 

Case No. Last Serial 

□ Closed 

Description of Serial 
Date 
Charged 

SERIAL 760 TBANSEERRED TO FILE 44-1987 SUB K 

*ix 

(SI TT to Dir., AL, & KC 4-25-68) 

:iH:i 5 15 68 llh ---

Employee 

RECHARGE Date _____ _ 

To---------------- From ________ _ 

-· .- -- . ..... - - ., - ;- ;-~ . -- ~~ -' -- - ·-- -· - .... - . - - - - ....., - - ..-. - ~ - ' 

Date charged 

Employee 
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44-1987-Flle ______________ .,;. ______ Date ___ _ 

Class. 

D Pending 

Serial No, 

Case No. Last Serial 

□ Closed 

Description of Serial 

THE FOLLOWING SERIAL TRANSFERRED TOH 
Kll FILE 44-1987-SUB-L 

Date 
Charged 

Serial 767 ( Legat, Ottawa TT to Dir 4-23-68) 
" 7x 

-----''~'- 762 (L~gat, Mexico Zx City TT to DiF 
4-23-68 ( 

Employee 

RECHARGE Date _____ _ 

To---------------- From ________ _ 

- --- - ....... - - • - ,-:. ;-a- -- -• ..... •;..• _. - ...... - - ·- - -- -· - ..... - . - - - - - -

Date charged 

Employee 

Location 
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FD-5 (Rev. 12 OJ 
File. Serial Ci.·e Out • 
FIie _...;.4L4a..:;:-c.,l...,9,..;8,.......7..;:-;:___ ______________ Date ____ _ 

Class. 

D Pending 

Serial No. 

Case No. Last Serial 

□ Closed 

Description of Serial 
Date 
Charged 

SERIAL 766 TRANSFERRED TO FILE 44 1987 Stm J 
AS SERIAL BX 39 -----

5-15-68 llh 

Employee 

RECHARGE Date-------

To----------------- From _________ _ 

Date charged 

Employee 

Location 
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f81 ~MP!-<IS 

FBI B IRMGHAi': 

10:35 AM URGE NT 4-26-63 FAS 

TO DIRECTOR AND SAC'S ~EMPH!S AND M03ILE 

FR OM 3 IR M I NG HAM 4 4 • 1 7 4 0 

Ml.JRKIN. 

I'.'J AN EFFORT T:3 DETERMINE WHETHER THERE MAY ~WW 3E RESIJlNG 

IN TE~RITDRY OF 8IR~llNGHAM OFFICE ANY FORMER INMATES OF MISSOURI 

STATE PRISO~ WHO ~AY HAVE KNOWN SU3JECT 1 CONTACT HAD WITH U. s. 

PR0.3ATim,: OFFICE ii, BIRMINGHAM. HE wILL CHECK RECORDS AND A)Vl:3Z. 
\ 

CONTACT HAD 1~LS0 WITH Wl~RREN GASTON, STATE PMWLE AND PR03ATIJ1..: 

,JFF'ICE:1, 3IRMINHGA.l\j ;)!STRICT, WHO IS ALSO CHE8KIN3 FILES. HE: 

SUGGESTED COVERAGE OF ENTIRE STATE OF ALA3A.-.1A FOR THIS PURPOS2 YJAY 

3£ EFFECTED THR OU 3H CONT ACT WITH L. 3. STEPHENS, AL ABA~ A PAROLE A~,;D 

n103ATION EXECUTIVE, STATE OFFICE :3UILDING, ttONTG0~'1ERY, WHO HAS 

FIL::S ON PAROLEES REFERRED TO HIS OFFICE UNDER AND INERSTATE CO~PACT 

AND ARE SR:JKEN DOWN REFLECTING STATE OF REFE11RAL. . 
~</-/9'✓7-?6 f' 

rt03!LE CONTACT STEPKENS, AND 03TAIN THIS INFORMATION. _ 

END 

?A?{A ONE, LINE TEN, wRD NINE? A~~ 5® 

SEARCHED .... z: .. ····'NO.:XED .. _ 1 
SERIALiZED •• .e.:;1 ..... flLEll,, •.. ,¢. 

.\: :~1 ?. ;; 1958 
fBI - MEMPHIS 
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SEARCHED ................ JNDEXED .-7 ........ . 
SERIALlZED .... 4 ... flLED ..................... . 

/\PR 2 f"' 1968 
FBI - MEMPHIS~ 

· 1Jta;;..; I . 
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IRON 1.'i0;1:<:s, ?P,NUFA8TUi1i:RS·Of :-JE!\\/Y EQUIPMZNT., 3UCY?.US, J:-110. di 

. . I 

COF'FE Y, FLASH 3RANCH ROAD, LLOYO, ·xy. ADVISED :-n.s so:-: IS CLAU:Jci: Eu':.1/.\:::CO 

SM!iJUSKY, OHIO. TO RZACH SOF'F'i::Y'S H.USE F:"1J;-' lJPPZR SP,1-~]USKY, TAKE 

ROUTE SIX S~VEN TO ~ARSE~LES, _TU~N OF JF ~CUTE SIX 52\/SN ONTO 2J0T~ 

ROAD TO 2IGHT, WHICH IS 

COFFEY SE2V[D T'.·J'.) E:JLIST".':E~-:Ts IM u. s. ARilY P.SN ANO DISCHAa3::: DAT:: 

:-J.4s·;n-:sI0F.D Hi Tr{;Z 3USYRu;S, UPPER SANDUSKY AHEI~ FJ.1-? P~.ST Tl;,IJ YEARS 

C}·iRISitrnS t'HN:£TEEN SIXTYSE\IEN. PHOTO OF COFF~Y _i:::io:s N'.JI i1.3:S~'.-]r3LE 

:3U3JECT. 
I 

J ·-

CLE VEJ..:' 0 ND n:iM~DIATELY LOCATE AND_. rr,ff2RVIf;_,J COFFEY t-:J DE;T2?.;Ht,:.::: 

. •· 

FOIA(b) (6) 
FOIA(b) (7) - (C) 

. I 
I 

--=~-----------------------..... 
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F3I MEMPHIS 

F3I MINH 

302 PM URGENT 4/26/68 SHR 

TO DIRECTOR, ATLANTA, i31RMINGHAM, JACKSONVILLE, KANSAS CITY AND 

MEMPHIS 

FROM 1t;IAMI 44•1854 /P/ 3 P 

RE ATLANTA TEL TO 3UREAU, ~Er"PHIS, 3IRMINGHAM, LOS ANGELES, KANSAS 

CITY, SPRINGFIELD, MIAMI, APR. TWO FOUR Ll\ST. 

PAUL ALVIN LAIL, THREE FOUR BAHBADOS, PALM SPRINGS, FLA., SAID 

FROM RAY Slr,'CE HE GOT OUT A LITTLE OVER nrn YEARS AGO. 

LAIL SAID LE\HE "WHITEY" DOWDA WORKED WITH RAY IN KITCHEr-: ~10. 

STATE PEN AND WOULD KNOWN MUCH ~10RE A30UT HIM. ALSJ NEAL A3JEY WAS 

~AY'S RE?\L 3UDDY AND WOULD REALLY KNOil.i MUCH MORE ABOUT RAY THAN MiY30DY 

ELSE• LAIL SAID HE DID NOT KNOW IF A3BEY WAS IN 011 OUT OF MJ. STATE 

LAIL ADVISED RAY ASSOCIATED WITH GWJUP wHO KILLED NEG:tOES Hi 

~a. STATE ?Er.; BUT DOES NOT KNOW IF RAY WAS IN ON IT OR NOT. HE SAI,:; 

RAY NOT RACIST BUT KNO;iJS HE DID NOT LIKE NEGrtClES AS MOST OF THE HP:AT£S 

FELT THE SAME WAY A300T NEGROES. 

L~IL ADVISED_RAY WOULD 
1
3E HARD TO FIND AND ,FEELS THAT H£ WILL 

M>0 4 I./ - I q ,J)-7 - ~-LL,-) kJ 
A FORTYFIVE A'UtoMATIC "STASHED" ON H-I:o1 AND wOULD NOT GIVE UP. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



44-1854 

PAGE TWO 

~so RAY WOULD NJT HIDE OUT IN COUNTRY :BECAUSE HE IS A "CITY 3JY"; 

HOWEVER, D0£3 NOT FEEL RAY 1.vOULD GO FOR REALLY BIG CITIES i3UT A PLACE 

A30UT THE SIZE OF HOUSTON, TEXAS. 

LAIL ADVISED LEO 3ARNETT, AK EX-CON FROM l"'O. STATE PEN ANJ 

3ELIEVED IN JAIL S0;".1EWHERE IN FLA., HANDLED DOPE M,;D l\NEW WHERE IT WAS 

C 0'.1:iNG F:=tOM AND WOULD KNOW IF ?(Ay USED DOPE AND WHERE ArD HOW HE 

GOT IT. 

LAIL SAID FRED MILLER, A "CUT AND DRY CON" WH~ WJRK£D IN THE TAG 

PLANT, WAS ONE OF TH£ LEADERS AND KNEi.\1 RAY "\IJELL ANu IF HE 'JOULD TALK 

HE ~IGHT 3£ AJLE TO FURNISH INFO A30UT RAY. LAIL SAID RAY ASSOCIATED 

'.;JIT~I OTHERS AND NOT LONER IN HIS OPINION. 

LAIL RECALLED RAY ALJAYS WORE HIS HAIR CUT SHORT "BUTCH CUT" IN 

su~~ER AND L8NG IN WINTER. 

LAIL ADVISED HE WILL THINK ABOUT RAY SOME MORE AND IF HE. RECALLS 

ANYTHING WILL NOTIFY THIS :JFF'ICE. LAIL SEEMED COJPERATIVE AND VE~Y 

l~TERESTED I~ REWA~D MONEY. 

KANSAS CITY AT JEFFEi<SON CITY, Mo., ASCERTAIN AT M:J. STATE p:::r: 

¥ttEREABOUT3 OF FRED MILLER AND INTERV1£W A90UT RAY OR SET OUT LEAJS 

END PAGE TWO 
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44-1854 

PAGE THREE 

TO HAVE INTERVIEWED. ALSO DETERMil\i'E WHEREA30UTS FORME:~ H~MATE LEO BARNEl 

JACKSONVILLE AT TALLAHASSEE, FLA., CONTACT BUREAU OF CORRECTIONS 

AND ASCERTAIN IF A LEO BARNETT, FORMER INMATE MO. STATZ PEN, CJ~:FH~C:D 

ANYWHE1tE IN FLA. 

FD Ti-!REE ZERO TWO'S BEING FURNISHED KANSAS CITY AND r:E:iPHIS. 

A'.:WED AND DANGEROUS• 

M.:; p 

F3I ~t:tf;PH!S 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI ATLANTA 

328P URGENT 4/26/68 VSC 
. 

TO DIRECTOR 44-3886li MILWAUKEE, MEMPHIS 44-1987 

LOS ANGELES 44-1574, AND BIRMINGHAM 44-1740 
\ 

FROM ATLANTA 44-2386 lP 

1/ 
MURK IN. 

RE: JAMES EARL RAY 

FOR INFOR MILWAUKEE, NINETEEN SIXTYSIX MUSTANG ABANDONED 

BY RAY IN ATLANTA, APR. FIVE, LAST, HAS SEARS & ROEBUCK REPLACE­

MENT BATTERY. LOCATE0 ON TOP OF NEGATIVE POST IS NUMBER F FOUR 

ONE B E EIGHT. THE INSCRIPTION "SQUARE" FOUR EIGHT IS ON TOP OF 

A LEAD SHIELiJ WASHER AT THE NEGATIVE POST AND "C EIGHT" ON TH£ 
1 

30TTOM OF SAME wASHER. 

MILwUKEE REQUESTED TO CONTACT LARRY AMATEIS, FIELD Si.R-

VIC.C: MANAGER, GLOBE UNION, INC., AND FROM THE ABOVE INFO ASCER­

TAIN S~ECIFIC GLOBE UNION PLANT WHICH MANUFACTURED THIS BATTiRY 

AND TO WHICH STATE, IF POSSIBLE, BATTERY WAS SHIPPED FDR SALi. 

SET OUT LEADS IF APPROPRIATE ANJ ADVISE ATLANTA, MEMPHIS, 

BIRMINGHAM AND LOS ANGELES OF RESULTS. 

END 

MCP 

FBI MEMPHIS 

p 
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FBI WASH DC 

! 

FBI MEMPHIS 

453PM URGENT 4-26-68 MCP 

TO DIRECTOR, MIAMI, AND HOUSTON 

FROM MEMPHIS 44-1987 lP 

MlJRKIN. 

RE MIAMI TEL THREE ZERO TWO P.M., APRIL T~ENTYSIX. 

REFERENCE MIAMI TEL SETS FORTH INFO RECEIVED FROM PAUL 

ALVIN LAIL, FORMER MISSOURI STAT£ PEN INMATE. OF INTEREST' Ii'~ 
I 

CONNECTION WITH INTERVIEW OF LAIL IS STATEMENT THAT HE FiLT RAY 

MIGHT GO TO PLACE ABOUT SIZE OF HOUSTON, TEXAS~ SINCE NEIL 

ABEY ALSO KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN RESIDENT OF HOUSTON AREA, REQUEST 
MIAMI R£INT£RVIEw LAIL TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT HE HAD ANY 

REASON FOR PICKING our CITY SIZE OF HOUSTON, OR IF HE HAS 

INFO SUGGESTING RAY MAY HAVE BEEN IN CONTACT WITH ABEY OR ANYONE 

ELSE IN HOUSTON. AM COPIES TO ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, KANSAS CITY. 

A & D. P. END. 

CAB 

FBI WASH DC 
_u1-,1,,-f f/o L/,'SJf' 

µe ;/ kt 1J £ c_, 
TUP 

._5pn:,f- /'1 /V1 L/,,'S-C, I' 

µe;J ". ~ II~ 
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F'i:lI :3T LOUIS 

516IM~EDIAIE 4-26-63 DCJ 

TO DIRECTOi:(, K14,~5AS CI TY, ANJ hEMPHIS 

FROM sr. LOUIS (44-775) 

.RE ~ANSAS CITY TELETYPE TO BURlAU, MEMPHIS, 3T. LOUIS, 

INSTMH JATE. 

rtC:COit)S OF Y!ISSOUiU TRAINING 3CHOOL FOH ME;-J, i"iOBE.,iL Y, 

VilSSOUHI, FAILEJ TO L~DICATE THAT ERIC LARSOI'~ IS NOw, Oii hAS 

EVE~ BEE~, IN IN~ATE OF THIS INSTITUTION. NUMBER Z£HG £IGhI 

SEVEN SEVEN IS ~OT A ~03ERLY NUMdER. 

INMATE JAMES C. FLiTCHER, SEVEN TWO ZERO SEVEN ONE, K~Ew 
q • 

RAY FRO~ GOING 3ACK AND FORTH TO THE DINING ROO~ TO £AT. 

EVERYONE IN THE PENITENTIARY K~EW HIM BY REPUTATION, AS Hi 

HAO ATTE'.·JPT:C:D TO £SCAPE SO MA:-JY Tii'lES. HE rlEPORTED RAY 3E.I:vG 

~ISSI~S AT THE TIM£ OF HIS iSCAPE, APRIL I~ENTYTH~EE, SIXTYSEVEN, 

TO LIEUTiNANT BILLY "B03" TURNER, AFTER HE HAJ HEARD IT FRO~ 

TH£ RU~OR ~AS THAI RAY ~AS GOING TO GO TO 

hlEMCHtD,,.;, ........... lNDEXW ........... ~ 
SERIALIZEP ..... J ...... FILED ....... ,.(} ........ . 

t:-~ :J '--: (: 19:58 
FBI - MEMPH!:S 
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• 
?AGE TWO 

GEORGIA IF HIS ESCAP£ wAS SUCCESSFUL. ~AJOR B. J. PORTER, 

PRESENTLY AT THE PENITENTIA~Y AT JEFFERSON CITY, WOULD KNOi 

THE: IJE:-JTITY OF TiiE HJMATES '.iJHO FURNISHED THIS INFOHMATION. 

INMATE DONALJ )£AN RIGGER, NUMaER ZERO THREE NINE FIVE 

NINE, WHITE MALE, DATE OF BIRTH , PLACE 
~---------

OF bIRTH CAMPBELL, MISSOURI, CONVICTiD D£CE~5ER, FIFTYONE, A~D 

AN INMATE AT JEFFERSON CITY FROM DECE~BER, FIFTYONE THrlOUGH 

AU3U3T, SIXTYSEVEN, ~ORKEJ IN THE KITCHEN AT THE PENITEJTIA~Y 

~ITH RAY. HE ADVISED NO ONE ~AS REAL FRIENDLY WITH RAY. 

RI3GEH, dEFORE HIS APPREHE~SION, JUMPED BOND AND WAS I~ SALTILLO 

COAHUILA, ~IXICO, AND RECEIVED ~AIL FReM TH~Ri. RAY ASKED 

QUESTIONS CONCERNV-JG THE ECONOMY IN MEXICO A:~0 WAS PArHICULARLY 

INTERESTED IN THE ARMY STRUCTURE. IT ~AS GENERALLY KNO~N THAT 

IF YOU CJULJ GET I~TO THE MEXICAN ARMY THAT YOU WOULD LOSi 

YOUR IDENTITY. RIGGER AJVISED THAT THE PERSON WHO WAS CLOSEST 

IO RAY ~AS AN INMATE, DONALJ JOHNSON, WHO PRiSENTLY IS i~PLOYiJ 

I~ THE dREAJ ROOM AI JEFFERSON CITY. 

END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

KANSAS CITY, AT JEFFERSON CITY, RECHECK ~SP RECORD 

FOR EHIC LARSON TO DETERMINE. WHER2A30UTS. CONT ACT f·iAJ Ori 

a. J. PORTER AND INTERVIEW INMATE DONALD JOHNSON. 

BUREAU IS R£QUESTEJ TO CONSIDER ADVISING t•:EXICO LEGATS 

TO CHECK RECENT ARMY EJLIST~£NTS I~ ~EXICO. 

END 

JND 

F'BI ~iEMPHIS 

p 
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Fs\, r1k~Ph~s 

F3 I K At, C IT Y 

516PM LRGENT 4•26-68 ENT 

TJ DIRECTOR (44•38861) AND MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

FROM KANSAS CITY (44•760) 2P 

INFORMATI'JN RECEIVED JIMYiY CARPENTEfi, CLOSE ASSOC1AT£, MSP, 

wITH ,1AY IS CURRENTLY INCARCERATED ST. LOUIS CO. JAIL. ST. LOUIS 

ADVISED• 

FORMER ESCAPEE fRG.~ :-:SP AND TOP TEN FUGITIVE, GEOHGE BEN 

EDMi}r,DSON, INTERVIEWED AT MSP. ADVISED THAT ALL I~;i!ATSS ARE AwARS 

HJ'J ?.k3Y IT IS TO GET CANADIAN PASSPORTS IN noNTREAL BY JUST USliJG 

ruct.t P,4PERS AS 3IRTH CEi1TIFICATES. EDMONJSON-COULD FUrfNIS:-i tW 

AJDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING l~AY, OTHER THAN RAY ASSOCIATED 

s11ITH If\'i~ATE3 FROM ST. LOUIS AT ~~SP, AND WAS ALWAYS TRYI~;G TO 

"r!P1KF A 3UC K" • 

HECORDS, '.'ISP, REGA;,OING VISITORS TO SUBJECT )U.:UNS HIS 

INCARCERATION FURNI$HED PERTI:JE:rn OFFICES. 

F3I LA3,'.)RATORY ADVISED THAT THE "GALT'' WRITrm;s C:Jr\SIDE:ri~LJ 

. TOGET~ER WITH SPECIMENS OF RAy•s HANDWRITING OBTAINED FRJ~ MSP, 

~N 3E IDENTIFIED AS HAVING GEEN PREPARED 3Y SAME IN;)IVIDUAL. 

HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF LIMITED QUESTIONED MATERIAL AND LACK OF 

n:o PAGE ONE 

SEMCkt 

S[R/AI.IZED ..•• 9 ..... FIL 
,r, i",- :---~ ? ·:'-"" 

, FBI -MEM 
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• 

P'AGE TWO 

O)MPARA3LE LETTERS AND LETTER COMBINATIONS IT COULD NOT 9E 

DETERMINED 14JHETHER THE "HARVEY LO'.lfMYER" SIGNA.TURE ON GUN INVOICE 

wAS PREPARED 3Y JAMES E. RAY. NUMEROUS ADDITIONAL HANDWRITING 

ffi!V:PLES 3EING OBTAINED FROM MSP MD 3E!NG FORWARDED TO F:31 

LA3 T? AT.ORY. 

COMPLETE SUM:1ARY OF PERTINENT INVESTIGATION CONJUCTED KM'.:31~S 

ClTY AREA SINCE GALT WAS IDENTIFIED AS RAY, FURNISHED MEMPHIS ANJ 

aiRE f',U • 

NUMEROUS TELEPHONE CALLS FROt~ LOCAL CITIZENS REGARDING LC,JK 

ALIKES ANJ [f!SCELLANEOUS INFOHMATION CONTINUE TO BE RECEIVED ANO 

ARE HANDLED IM~EDIATELY. 

ARr~ED AND DANGEROUS• 

END 

Q'.\F 

F3 I ME!~ PH IS 

G 
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