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MPHIS 

FBI ST LOUIS 

924PM URGENT 5-9-68 JXH 

TO: DIRECTOR MEMPHIS CHICAGO LOSANGELES OMAHA 

FROM: ST. LOUIS (44-775) 

MURK IN 

/ 
/ 

FOR ASSIST7BI CE OFFICES NOT RECEIVING PREVIOUS INFO, JOHN 

EUGENE GAWRON,  NUMBER ONE THREE FOUR THREE THREE FOUR, LIVED 

WITH SUBJECTS MOTHER BETWEEN IMPRISONMENTS NINETEEN FIFTY FOUR 

TO HER DEATH NINETEEN SIXTY ONE. APPEARS CLOSEST PERSON TO 

FAMILY. CLAIMS TAUGHT SUBJECT BURGLARY AND CASED SEVERAL JOBS 

TOGETHER FIFTY EIGHT FIFTY NINE. 

UNDER DEVELOPMENT AS PCI SINCE INITIAL INTERVIEW THIS CASE. 

IS SEVENTY YEARS OLD, ON VERGE OF SENILITY, EXTREMELY RAMBLING 

IN CONVERSATIONS, AND AGENTS EXPERIENCE DIFFICULTY KEEPING 

INTERVIEWS ON PERTINENT TRACK, AS WELL AS SEPARATING FACT FROM 

CONJECTURE. JERRY RAY HAS DESCRIBED HIM AS KOOK, AND OTHER SOURCES 

REGARD HIMAS CRAZY OLD MAN WHO TALKS TOO MUCH. 

ON INTERVIEW TODAY GAWRON STATED WITHIN DAY OR TWO FOLLOWING 

RELEASE ON BOND, JUNE TWENTY THIRD TWENTY FOURTH SIXTY SEVEN, 

HE READ IN CHICAGO TRIBUNE OF BANK ROBBERY OF FIFTY THOUSAND 

DOLLARS IN SOUTHERN STATE, AND RECALLED BANK HAD BEEN CASED BY 

/i/-/97- 9'/ 
SUBJECT AND SELF ON TWO FRIDAYS, BIG PAY ROLL DAY'S,' FIFTY EIGHT 

FIFTY NINE, BUT NOT ROBBED DUE TO GAWRON LEG 

:• 

END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

FEW DAYS AFTER ARTICLE WAS VISITED BY flAW HE REFUSED TO NAME, 

WHO HE BELIEVED HE HAD INTRODUCED TO RAY IN FIFTY NINE, WHO TOLD 

HIM HE AND OTHERS HAD ROBBED BANK, DISPLAYED VALISE FULL OF 

MONEY AND GAVE HIM TWO HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS. 

GAWRON HAS ADVISED FEW DAYS LATER HE VISITED FAMILY AND CAROL 

PEPPER, SISTER AND JOHN RAY, BROTHER, TOLD HIM SUBJECT WAS NOT 

IN MISSOURI. WEEK OR SO LATER THEY SAID SUBJECT IN OMAHA, DOING 

ELL, HE BELIEVED AS SALESMAN. WEEK OR SO LATER THEY SAID SUBJECT 

IN LOS ANGELES. CLAIMED NO DIRCUSSION AS TO HOW THEY KNEW, OR 

INFO AS TO DIRECT OR INDIRECT CONTACT. 

SIX WEEKS AGO WAS VISITED BY SAME MAN WHO INDICATED SUBJECT 

AND ONE OR MORE OTHERS WERE ACCOMPLICES IN BANK ROBBERY. 

GAWRON DECLINED TO GIVE LOCATION OF BANK OR IDENTITY OF 

MAN AT THIS TIME, SAYING WANTED TO SEE MAN AGAIN AND IDENT ALL 

COMPLICES, AND BE SURE HIMSELF IN THE CLEAR. PROMISED ADDITIONAL 

DETAILS IN FEW DAYS. INTERESTED IN BANK ROBBERY REWARD. WAS 

PRESSED FOR DETAILS ON PROBABILITY OF IMMEDIATE REWARD BUT 

DECLINED. 

END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

WRING PRESS FOR DETAILS STATED CITY WHERE BANK LOCATED 

WAS NOT SMALL, WAS NEAR RIVER WHICH IS STATE LINE, ROBBERS IN 

ANOTHER STATE FIVE MINUTES AFTER ROBBERY. WAS IN DEEP SOUTH, 

"LIKE MISSISSIPPI" BUT NOT MISSISSIPPI. LOOT PLUS OR MINUS 

TWO THOUSAND WAS FIFTY THOUSAND. SIZEABLE AMOUNT IN VAULT MISSED 

BY ROBBERS. SAID UN NAMED MAN NOT ST. LOUISAN, BUT BELIEVED 

FROM SOUTH WEST AND HAS S,R'ED SOME SENTENCE POSSIBLY IN ARKANSAS. 

CLAIMED DID NOT ME,prflON ROBBERY EARLIER AS SUBJECT SOUGHT 

FOR MURDER AND DID NO/BELIEVE ANYONE INTERESTED IN LESSER CRIME , 

JOHN LARRY RAYL4ODAY EMPHATICALLY DENIED ALL KNOWLEDGE OF 

SUBJECTS WHEREABOUTS SUBSEQUENT TO ESCAPE, SPECIFICALLY DENIED 

AND INFO OR STATEMENT THAT SUBJECT IN OMAHA OR LOS ANGELES PRIOR 

TO NEWSPAPER REPORTS THIS CASE, AND STATED CONVICTION SISTER 

CAROL AND BROTHER JERRY HAVE SIMILAR LACK OF KNOWLEDGE. 

TO ASSIST ST LOUIS IN EVALUATING CREDIBILITY OF GAWRON, 

BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO EXAMINE REPORTED BANK ROBBERIES IN 

SOUTHERN STATES JUNE JULY SIXTY SEVEN TO SEE IF CITIES INVOLVED 

ARE NEAR STATE LINE RIVER AND LOOT IN VICINITY OF FIFTY THOUSAND. 

END PAGE THREE 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI ST LOUIS 

1132PM URGENT 5-9-63 JHH 

TO: DIRECTOR MEMPHIS CHICAGO LITTLE ROCK 

FROM: ST. LOUIS (44-775) 

MURKIN - SUMMARY 

RE BUTEL THIS DATE. 

RE: CARL BENTON DRAKE: DRAKE LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED TODAY. 

REITERATED INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED. STATED HAD TALKED 

TO FRIENDS BUT HAD NO ADDITI'6NAL INFORMATION. AGAIN EXPRESSED 

WILLINGNESS TO COOPERATE, 

RE: JAMES DAVIXDA LEY:/FURTHER EFFORTS TO CONNECT WITH 

SUBJECT OR LOCNY FARM OWNED OR OPERATED BY HIM NEGATIVE. 

RE: JERRY RAY..T SL ONE FIFTY FIVE PM ENROUTE CHICAGO 

EMPLOYMENT. WILL CONTACT CHICAGO OFFICE TOMORROW. LEARNED 

NOTHING 0/SUBJECTS/W EREABOUTS DURING VISIT. BELIEVES CAROL 

FEPPER D JOHN RAYMIL 'RLY UNINFORMED. 

RE: JOHN EUGENE GAWRON./ ALLEGED RAY ACCOMPLICE IN FIFTY 

THOUSAND DOLLAR BR IN SOUTHERN STATE JUNE JULY SIXTY SEVEN; THAT 

CAROL PEPPER AND JOHN RAY STATED SUBJECT IN OMAHA AND LOS ANGELES 

DURING SAME PERIO! DECLINED TO FURNISH LOCATION OF BANK OR 

IDENTITY OF PERSON WHOM INFO RECEIVED AT THIS TIME. BUREAU AND 

END PAGE ONE SEARCHED---,, 
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INTERESTED OFFICES REQ9'ESTED BY SEPERATE TELETYPE TO MAKE CHECKS 

TO AID ST. LOUIS IN E/ALUATING CREDIBILITY* 

RE: JOHN LARRY RAY. 'REINTERVIEWED. DENIED ALL KNOWLEDGE SUBJECTS 

WHEREABOUTS OR CONTACT SINCE ESCAPE. PARTICULARLY DENIED 

STATEMENT OR KNOWLEDGE THAT SUBJECT IN OMAHA OR LOS ANGELES 

PRIOR TO NEWSPAPER REPORTS THIS CASE. BELIEVES SUBJECT OUT OF 

COUNTRY IF ALIVE. RECALLED HE SPOKE HIGHLY OF RHODESIAN 

GOVERNMENT DURING P,p'ISON VISITS. 

RE: CAROL PEPPER./ WILL ATTEMPT INTERVIEW TOMORROW. HELD IN 

ABEYANCE WRING JERRY RAY VISIT. 

RE: WALTER ELLSWORTH NOLAN:' NOT LOCATED FOR REINTERVIEW TODAY. 

CONTINUING CONTACTS INFORMANTS AND SOURCES NEGATIVE AS TO SUBJECT 

WHEREABOUTS. FELLOW PRISONERS INTERVIEWS, LOOK ALIKE RESOLUTIONS, 

AND COVERAGE ON RELATIVES CONTINUING. 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS, 

END 

Ts  
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FBI MEMPHIS 

HOLD FOR TWO 

FBI ST LOUIS 

3:22 OXXPM URGENT 5-10-68 DCJ 

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861), INDIANAPOLIS, MEMPHIS ( 44-1987) AND 

SPRINGFIELD 

FROM: ST. LOUIS ( 44-775) 2P 

MURK IN 

RE: SUBJECT'S BROTHER, JOHN LARRY RAY/ 

JOHN LARRY RAY CLAIMS SERVED SIX YEARS, EIGHT MONTHS, 

NENARD PENITENTIARY (23401) IN ILLINOIS; AND TWO YEARS, THREE 

MONTHS, INDIANA STATE PRISON (35297). 

INDIANAPOLIS AND SPRINGFIELD, REQUESTED TO MAKE CONTACT 

PRISON OFFICIALS, OBTAIN COMPLETE DATA IN FILE REGARDING JOHN 

LARRY RAY INCLUDING ANY CHRONOLOGICAL DATA SHEETS SHOWING 

!CTIVITIES WHILE IN PRISON, ANY DATA REFLECTING DISCIPLINARY 

ATION, MENTALITY TESTS, OR DIAGNOSTIC REPORTS FROM EVALUATION 

COMMITTEES AND OR PSYCHIATRIC EXAMINATION. THIS DATA TO BE USED 

FOR EVALUATION AND ASSISTANCE IN CONTINUING CONTACTS AND 

INTERVIEWS WITH JOHN LARRY RAY, 

END PAGE ONE 
lLJ 
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PAGE TWO SL 44-775 

IF JOHN LARRY RAY KNOWN TO ANY SOURCES AT THESE TWO 

PRIS&NS, OBTAIN FROM THESE SOURCES ANY INFO THAT WOULD 

IDENTIFY CLOSE ASSOCIATES OF JOHN LARRY RAY, PARTICULARLY 

THOSE WHO MIGHT BE FROM OR RESIDING IN THE ST. LOUIS AREA. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

P. 

END 

S AB 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI ST LOUIS 

1031PM URGENT 5-10-68 JLS 

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, AND CHICAGO 

FROM ST. LOUIS 

MURK IN - SUMMARY 

RE CAROL PEPPER:/ REINTERVIEWED. INDICATED WILLING TO COOPERATE. 

APPEARED FRIENDLY BUT MAINTAINED HAD NO PERTINENT INFORMATION. CLAIM-

ED SAW SUBJECT ONLY THREE OR FOUR TIMES IN LIFE, AFTER SHE CAME TO 

SL AT AGE SIXTEEN, BUT HAS HAZY MEMORY OF MEDALS ON UNIFORM WH,,N 

RETURNED FROM ARMY. NEVER ATTEMPTED VISIT AT MSP, BUT WROT/LETTERS 

TO HIM THERE IN BEHALF AND NAME OF GRANDMOTHER MARY MAHER/AND CON-

TINUED SAME THREE OR FOUR LETTERS FOLLOWING MAHER DEATH. RECEIVED 

TWO OR THREE LETTERS FROM HIM, COULD HAVE RECEIVED LETTER FROM 

HIM ADDRESSED TO ALBERT PEPPER STATIONERY CO AT HER RESIDENCE, BUT 

BELIEVED IF SHE HAD, IT HAD BEEN PREVIOUS TO JANUARY SIXTYSEVEN, AND 

ANY MONEY RECEIVED WOULD HAVE BEEN LESS THAN FIFTEEN DOLLARS. ANY 

MONEY RECEIVED WOULD PROBABLY HAVE BEEN FOR MAGAZINES HE REQUESTED 

WHICH SHE NEVER SENT. COMPLAINED OF PRESS AND STATED HUSBAND HAD 

SENT REPORTS AWAY, DOES NOT DESIRE PUBLICITY. BELIEVES SUBJECT 

NOT GUILTY AND IS CONCERNED OVER NEWS CONJECTURE THAT HE MAY BE 

DEAD, CLAIMS NOT AWARE OF IDENTITIES OF ANY RAY ASSOCIATES. DE-

NIED ANY CONTACT WITH RAY SUBSEQUENT TO ESCAPE OR ANY KNOWLEDGE 

END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

SL 44-775 

OF WHEREABOUTS SINCE. AGREED TO IMMEDIATELY CONTACT OFFICE IF CON-

TACTED BY OR RECEIVES INFORMATION REGARDINGAIM. WILLING TO BE 

REINTERVIEWED WHENEVER NE9 RY. 

RE JOHN LARRY RAY 4D JOHN/GAWSON4 NO ATTEMPT TO REINTERVIEW 

TODAY. 

RE JAMES DAVID DAILEY: SOURCES HAVE NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

F- 

RE POSSIBILITY OF REVERSING RAY ARMED ROBBERY CONVICTION: JUDGE 

JOHN C. CASEY, SL, WHO ORIGINALLY SENTENCED RAY, ADVISED OF POSSIBIL-

ITY BASED ON PENDING MOTION/FILED BY RAY PRIOR TO ESCAPE. BUREAU 

ADVICE REQUESTED BY SEPARA'TE TELETYPE. 

RE JERRY RAYNES; ./ REINTERVIEWED LAST EVENING. VOLUNTEERED 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

WW 

FBI CHICAGO 

1154 AM URGENT 5/11/68 APK 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), ST. LOUIS AND MEMPHIS ( 44-1987) 

FROM CHICAGO ( 44-1114) IP 

IiJRKIN. RE: JERRY WILLIAM RAY 

JERRY RECONTACTED THIS DATE ADVISED THAT HE HAD DEVELOPED 

NO ADDITIONAL PERTINENT INFORMATION REGARDING SUBJECT'S 

WHEREABOUTS DURING VISIT TO ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI. HAS RETURNED 

TO WORK AT SPORTSMANS COUNTRY CLUB, NORTHBROOK, ILLINOIS AND 

IS NOW RESIDING AT THREE ONE FOUR WISCONSIN AVENUE, LAKE 

FOREST, ILLINOIS. ARRANGEMENTS FOR LIVING AWAY FROM EMPLOYMENT 

MADE BY CLUB MANAGER IN CONJUNCTION WITH CHICAGO OFFICE. 

RAY WILL BE EXTENSIVELY REINTERVIEWED NINE AM MAY TWELVE, 

EXT. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

END 

ME SCF 

FBI MEMPHIS 

SEICHED -

INDE. 
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