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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Memorandum

TO : File : DATE:  2/24/77
FROM W. Hickman Ewing, Jr.
P SUBJECT: Lee Br .

"”"approX’mately 12:05 p.m. this date the receptionist
advised me that Mr. Lee Branch was in the reception room
wanting to see me. I went to the reception room and asked
Mr. Branch to step back to my office. At this time he asked
if his son could come with him, and I advised him that I

did not see any reason why he couldn't. [Mr. Branch had
gotten upset at the time of his appearance before the Grand
Jury, because I would not permit his son (who appeared to be
about 7 years old) to enter the Grand Jury room with him].

Mr. Branch, upon entering my office advised me that he
had gotten two parking tickets at the time of his appeararnce
before the Grand Jury, which would subject him to a §20.00
fine. He asked me to take care of these or pay for them.

- I advised Mr. Branch that this office does not take care or
- pay for tickets for any witnesses. At about this time, United
States Attorney Thomas Turley opened my office door at which
time Mr. Branch asked Mr. Turley about the Government paying
for his parking tickets. Mr. Turley in effect told him what
I had told him but suggested that Mr. Branch put them on
the docket in the city court and explain the circumstances to
them over there. At that point Mr. Turley shut the door and
continued on his way.
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I pointed out to Mr. Branch that the three persons at
the polling place at Mitchell Road School, whom he had referred
to as three large white football players, included a 59 year
old white male [referring to Harry Douthitt], and a white
attorney who was not very big [referring to Mr. Larry Scroggsl].
Branch wanted to know what about the two people who had leen
directed to leave the polls. I advised Mr. Branch that the
Republican Headquarters had apparently recalled the two
persons who were Republic poll watchers at the start of the
day at Mitchell and that these were a young white male and
his young white pregnant wofe. I advised Mr. Branch that
those poll watchers had been sent to Westwood and that
Westwood poll watchers had been sent to Mitchell.

At some point in the conversation a black male, attired
in a green suit with vest, entered the office while Mr. Branch
was in the course of conversation. From the conversation I
understood the man's name to be Bernard [last name unknown],
who was in charge of the Ms. Black Memphis Pageant. Branch
wanted to know when we were going to investigate the complaints
of the blatk people during election day. Mr. Branch had

: . S I S——
election on election day and that Mr. Enderson had indicated to
me that no one from the Ford headquarters had called concerning
complaints. Mr. Branch's reply to this, words to the effect,
"Oh man, Oh man." '

I informed Mr. Branch that we were trying to investigate the
matter in a fair and impartial way, but to this point he was the
only one who had furnished any names of any persons working
in the Ford campaign that day, him furnishing only the names of
Ware and Davis. I asked him if anyone had a list of persons
who acted as poll watchers for Congressman Ford on election day.
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It was noted from personal observation that
a 1966 Pontiac GTO, bearing Tennessee license BG3013,

was parked in the parking lot of Dennis Beauty Salon. .

It was further noted that Tennessee license plate
reflecting the number BG301l3 was attached to both the
front and rear of this vehicle.
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holding back information in this case and that this accusation
is completely false.

Mr4. STEPHENS was advised of the prov151ons of the
Harboring Statute and advised that he has given all information
in this matter previously to the FBI,
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