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• UNlTED STATES'DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF· INVESTIGATION 

SA JOE C. HESTER 
4/17/68 

ME 44-1987 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT, 
also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, 
Harvey Lowmeyer, 
John Willard; 

Office: MEMPHIS 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

At about 6:00 PM on 4/4/68, while standing on second 
floor balcony outside room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 
Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, victim was struck in 
right side of face by a single bullet. Autopsy report indi­
cated that "the severing of the spinal cord at this level 
and to this extent was a wound that was fatal very shortly 
after its occurrence." This investigation, predicated 
upon a specific request from the Attorney General of the 
UoSo» disclosed fatal shot was fired from the bathroom of 
a rooming house located at 422½ s. Main Street, Memphis, 
which bathroom was located at the rear of the rooming 
house, and which had a window overlooking the Lorraine Motel. 
(Crime scene diagram included in details.) On afternoon of 
4/4/68, Unknown Subject rented room 5-B at 422½ S. Main 
St~eet and paid one weeks rent. After hearing rifle shot 
at about 6:00 PM on 4/4/68, other tenants in rooming house 
observed Unknown Subject flee from rooming house carrying a 
large package which was subsequently abandoned by him on 
sidewalk in front of Canipe Amusement Company, 424 S. Main 
Street, fro~ which place he was observed to flee in a white 
Mustang. Found abandoned in front of 424 s. Main Street 
was 30-06 Remington model 760 rifle, serial number 461476, 
a small plastic suitcase containing numerous articles, 
undershorts, a tee shirt, binoculars, and a b:rown and green 
bedspread in which all of these items were partially wrapped. 
Investigation at motels in the vicinity of Memphis, Tennessee, 
to locate an individual driving a white Must·;ang, disclosed 

T/iis·document contains neiffie, recommendations nor conc:lusions ol:any kind. It' is tl,e property of#1e FBI, and is o lo.an to your agency; 
it .and/or its contents a,e not to ·be distributed outside your agency. 1e--1'62a-1 GPo 
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that DIC S. GALT, 2608 Highland Aw~nue, Birmingham, 
Alabama, bad spent the night of 4/3/68, at the Re~l Motel, 
3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Ten~~ssee, a~d was driving 
a Mustang with Alabama license 1-38993. I~vestigation 
dtsclosed binoculars aband~ne~ by Unknown Subject were 
purchased after~O@n of 4/4/68, from RALPH M. CARPBHTBR, 
salesman, York Arms Company, ~emphis. Gilletteshaving 
kit abandoned by Unknown Subject determined to have been 
purchased Oliver; Rexall Drug Store, Whitehaven, Tennessee. 
AQtopsy findings set out. IN VIIW OF THB CRIM.B FOR WHICH UNSUB 
BB'ING SOOGH'l', D SHOULD Bl ooNS!blllD AUID,' Dlf DARGll®s. -- ' ·- ... 

... p ... ' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-
• • 

ME 44-1987 

I. 

II. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PREDICATION • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

INVESTIGATION AT CRIME SCENE AND VICINITY 

A. 

B. 

Illustrative Material o ••• 

1. Diagram of Crime Scene 

. . . 

2. Composite Photograph, 
410=424 South M~in Street . 

3. Rooming House Floor Plan 

. . . . 

4. Map of Memphis • • • 0 • • 

Persons at Rooming House, 422½ 
South Main Street .•••••. 

1. Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER 1 landlady, 
who rented room to Unknown Subject 

2. 

3. WILLIAM CHARLES ANSCHUTZ, tenant 
WhQ observed Unknown Subject flee 

Page -
2g 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

8 

9 

17 

from house • . • • • . • • • • • • • 20 

4. CHARLIE Q. STEPHEN'Sp tenant who 
observed Unknown Subj~ct flee 
from, house • • • • • • • • 

5. Mrs. GRACE HAYNES STEPHENS,. tenant • 

6. BERTIE L .. REEVES, tenant who observed 

22 

29 

Unkn@wn Subject pri~r to shooting. • 30 

7. 

8. 

FRANK BREW.ER, husband of l~ndlady 

Interviews with other ten~nts 
who h~d no pertinent ob~ervatio~s 

• 9 32 

• • 34 

l 
j 

' 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
ME 44-1987 

TABLE OF OONTmfrS, C(!)l!lltinued 

Page -
c. . . 41 

1. PersoKlls illl immediate vicinity of 
victim at inst~nt of sh@@ting: 

la. MARRELL McCULLOUGH r ,, , e • . • . • 42 

b. Rev. RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY . . . 48 

c. CHAUNCEY ESKRIOOE . . . . . . . • 50 

d. SOLOMON JONES, JR. & . . . • • . 51 

e. Rev. BERNARD SOOTT LEE . . • . • 55 

f. Rev. ANDREW J .. YOUNG . . • . • • 58 

g. CEOLAR SHAVERS, chambermaid . 60 

2. owner ~nd Employee~ @f Lorraine 
Motel: 

a. WALTffi Lo BAJILEY 1 owner . . . . . 62 
'1 

b. OLIVIA HAYES, maid 63 1 . . . . • . . i 

c. MARY ELLEN NORWOOD, clerk and 
cook . . • 0 . 0 . • . . • • • • 64 

d. EUNIS E. MILLER, coi@k and 
waitre~s . . . • . . . . 65 

D. Persons ~t Cal!llipe Amu~®ment Company, 
424 South Main Street • . . . . . . • • . 66 

1. GUY WARREN CANIPE, heard Unknown 
Subject dro,p bmndl<e ttD'J ~idewalk 0 . • 67 

2. BERNELL FINLEY, @b~erved fleeing 
white Mu~tlflng . . • . . • . . • • . . 71 

2b 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
ME 44-1987 

E. 

3. 

4. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 2 C@llltirnued 

JULIUS L. GRAHAM, ob~erv®d 
fleeing white M~~tarng .•• • • • • • 

EDWIN BODENHEIMER, interview to 
assist Mr. CANIPE in e~timtating 
time <9 . e ,i> .,- 0 $ 0 e O & 0 8 8 

Pers@ns ~t No$ 2 EDgine H@use, 
474 S@uth Main Stre~t ••••• 

1. Lt. JUDSON GHORMLEY, first officer 

Page -
75 

78 

79 

to reach Canipe Amusement C@mpany. • 80 

Patrolman VERNON DOUAHITE, second 
@fficer to reach C~nipe Amusement 
Compa.n.y 1' tit e I?> • 11 e (t ,& I!' '9 • * 

3. P~trolmalll TORRENCE LANDERS 

4 .. CHARLES ELVIN STONE •.•. 

GEORGE W., LORNN'ED, wa~ @b~erving 
victim at inst~nt @f shooting •• 

6. Patrolm~~ BARNEY G .. WRIGHT 

7. WILLIAM BISHOP KING, was observing 

. . 83 

87 

89 

91 

94 

victim at insta~t of sh~oting. • • • 97 

8. Patrolman WILLIAM E. GROSS 

Others in Vicinity of Crime Scene. 

1. CHARLES H .. HURLEY 11 @bse:rved white 
Mv.wtang~ 4:45 p.m. . . • . . . • 

2. PEGGY JANE mJRLEY, ob~erved white 
:Mustang, 4~45 p.m. . • .. . . . . 

3. ELIZABETH OOPELANDy observed white 
M)lSt~ng 9 5 ~2o_ p.m. • . 0 . . . • 

2c 

. 0 

. . 

. • 

99 

102 

103 

_ l,04 

105 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-----------------~----- -

ME 44-1987 

4. 

• 

FRANCES B,, TJBIOMPSOJN 9 observed 
whit~ Must~~g 9 4:45 p.m ••• 

• 

5. DAVID Ha OWENS 9 @b~erved evidence 
after it w~s aband@ned @~ sidewalk 

Page -
106. 

by Unknown Subject • • • . • • • • • 107 

G. Persons at Jim'e Grill, 418 S@uth 
Main Street. . • • • • • . . • • • • • • 108 

III. 

l. Witnease~ c~D testify to· n~ 
pertinent fact~ •••••• 

OTHER PERSONS WHO HAD COJNTACT WITH 
UNKNOWN SUBJECT •.•.•• * ••• 

A. 

B. 

York Arms Company. . . . • • 

1. Interviews with RALPH MEREDITH 
CARPENTER • . • . . • • . . • • • 

Identified. binoculars sold to 
Unknown Subject ••.•••• 

Identified ph~tograph of 
Unkn~wn Subject a~d furnished 
signed stat®ne nt • • • • • • 

2. Other Employees at York Arms 

~. CORDRA YORK, JRo 

Oliver Rexall Drug Store, Whitehaven, 
Tennessee • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1. PEOOY BURNS, Clerk, ~~ld Gillette 
sh~ving kit t~ Umk~owrn Subject on 
April 3~ 1968 •• o e •••••• 

--------------------,-----------.----------~-----

. . 

. . 

. . 

• • 

. . 

109 

117 

117 

118 

118 

121 

124 

124 

125 

126 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
ME 44-1987 

IV. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS, c@ntinued 

C. Rebel Motel. • . • . . . • • • • • • • 130 

1. Data reg~rding Unkn@wn Subject's 
Registrati@n ••••••••• • • 131 

2. Interview reg~rdi~g bedspread. . • 133 

3. HENRIETTA HAGEMASTER, Desk Clerk, 
who regi~tered Unkn@wn Subject . • 134 

4. SARA LOVIN@·S 9 chiambe:rmaid. 0 • • • • 135 

5. Other Motel Employee~ who 

6. 

furni~hed no perti~ent information. 136 

ANDY GASDRITZA, cust@m®r in 
Room 35 on April 3, 1968 • , .• 

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE AND PHOTOORAPHS • • e 

142 

144 

A. Evidence Abandoned by Unknown Subject . 145 

1. Remington :rifl~. 

Underwear . 

5. All oth~r items . 

145 

145 

146 

148 

145-147 

B. Currency Obtained from Landlady at 
422j South Maim Stre~t • • • • • • • • 147 

C. Bullet Removed fr~m Victim 

E. 

F. 

Rebel Motel Regi~tr~tion Card in 
Name of ERIC S. GALT •..•. 

Laundry Mark De~cription 

Victim's Clothing . . e • • 

149 

150 

151 

152 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



!# 

• 
ME 44-1987 

G. 

H. 

I. 

J. 

Window Sill from Bathroom at 
422½ South Main Street ••• . . 
Crime Scene Search at 422½ South 
Main Street ••••••••••• 

Search for Latent Prints at 422½ 
South Main Street •••••••• 

Soil Samples: 

• 

Page -
. . . 154 

• • • 156,157 

• • • 156 

1. Vicinity of 422½ South Main Street. 159 

2. Vicinity ~f Rebel Motel 

K. Photographs (Descriptive Listing): 

1. Vicinity of Crime Scene 

2. Body of Victim • • • $ • • • • • • 

161 

163,166, 
167,168 

165 

3. Aerial Photographs of Crime Scene. 171 

L. Latent Fingerprints. • • . . . • • 

V. AUTOPSY FINDINGS 

External Examination of Body 

Gross De~cription of Organs . 

Microscopic Summary •••. 

. . . 

. . . 

. . 

• • 

• • 

D. Final Pathologic~l Diagncsi~ 0 $ • • 0 

E. Autopsy Report 

F. Charts Sh~wing Location of Bullet in 
Victim • * e, $ $ ., • • ,, • • • • 111 • e 

2f 

172 

174 

175 

176 

178 

180 

181 

182-18? 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. ~ 
'f),r,I' 

• • 
M.I 44=1987 

DBTAILS: 

This inwestigatio~ w~s predicated upon receipt 
of~ specific request from the Attor~ey General of the 
United States on the ~ight of April 4, 1968, that the Fede~al 
Bureau of Imrvestig(8).tion conduct i!D.lm il?llwestigation into the 
murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ll at Memphis, Tennessee. 
on that date • 
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INV:ESTIGATJ:ON AT CRIME SCENE AND VICINITY 

Set forth oirn the four pages which follow is 
illustrative material which relates to the general area 
of the crime scene a~d p~rticularly to the rooming 
house at 422½ South M~i~ Street (where the Unknown 
Subject occupied Ro@m 5-B and from which rooming house 
the sbot was fired) ~nd C~nipe Amusement Company, 424 
South Ma~n Street (in fr@nt of which numerous items 
were fQund and which were reportediy dropped or thrown 
down by the Unknown Subject as he ran south on the east 
side of Main Street). The illustrative material is as 
follows: 

1) A plan view diagram of the crime 
scene area 

2) A compo~ite photographic front view 
of the e~~t side of 410-424 South Main Street 

.3) A floor plan diagram of a rooming house 
located @n the second floor of two 
separate buildings over 418-424 South 
Main Stre~t 9 the address of this rooming 
hQuse being 422½ South Main Stre~t 

4) A map of p~rt of the city of Memphis, 
Tennes~ee 9 showing the relationship to 
the crime ~cene of York Arms Company, 
where Unkn@Wn Subject purchased binoculars 
which were l~ter recovered; Oliver Rexall 

· ·nrug Store 9 where the Unknown Subject had 
purchased~ shaving kit which was later 
recovered; and the Rebel Motel, where the 
Unknow~ Subject was registered on the night 
of April 3, 1968, under the name ERIC s. 
~~- . 
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MULBtRRY 
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I -----

PARKING 

AREA 

Q_~at~room window, N. ~ing of rooming ho~B~ 

E) Point_ where Dr. King was shot 

424 - canipe Amusement co. 

@_422½ - s. entrance(stairway)to rooming 
. house, 2nd floor 

i· 422 - Cohn and Co. 

@N. entrance(stairway)to rooming house, 
2nd floor 

420-418 - Jim's Grill 

Indicates 2nd floor area of rooming house 
from 418-424 with two entrances marked 
A and B 

© Space for 3 .cars between fire plug and 
driveway 

@concrete retainer wall 

· ··1.Jlj\ White Mustang seen here. ,about .4:00pm _ 
~-and later · 

2. ~ White Mustang seen here between approx.· 
1:!)14:45 pm and 6:00 pm 
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-· • • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15·64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A_.p._r_i_l_S-'-· _1_9_6_8 __ 

Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Resident Manager, rooming 
hou$e located at 422,½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, 
w~s interviewed at Central Police Headquarters, Memphis, 
Tennessee, Police Department, at which time she furnished 
the following information: 

Between 3:00 P.M. and 3:30 P9M. on April 4, 1968, 
a white male knocked on the door of the second floor of the 
roomi~g house and asked Mrs. ~REWER if she had a room. She 
replied yes, and this individual then asked if he could see 
it. .Mrs .. BREWER showed him Room No., 8, which is located :in 
the southwest part. ot the building, and the indivi_dual put his 
head into the doorway and after looking, stated that this. 
·would not be satisfactory as he did not need a stove and 
ref~igerator but only wanted a sleeping roo~9 Mrs. BREWER 
then showed this individual Room 5-B, and he put his head in 
the doorway of this room and said it'would be fine. At this 
point the individual asked where the bathroom facilities were 
located, and ehe pointed to the bathroom located in the 
nor~heast portion of the hallway which is located in the same 
hallway as Room 5-s·. She and this individual then returned 
to her office. The individual stated that his name was JOHN 
WILLARD and that he wanted a sleeping ·room for one week. 

WILLARD then asked her how much the room rent would 
be for one week, and Mrs" BREWER replied $Sa50. WILLARD then 
put his band into his right trouser pocket ~nd withdrew a 
twenty dollar bill and two quarters and handed the money to 
he~. She gave him change in denominations of one ten dollar 
bill and two one dollar bills., When WILLARD-arrived at the 
rooming house, Mrs~ BREWE!t did not not·ice any luggage !n his 
possession, ~or during the brief conversation with WILLARD 
did he volunteer any information concerning his home residence, 
line «:»f business, or mode of transportation. WILLARD was not 
required to sign any type of register, and the only written 
record ma~ntained of the transaction was a receipt for the 
$8,50, which was ~ade out in the handwriting of Mrs. BREWER, 

M:fs. BREWER was unable to state if WILLARD returned 
9 

On __ 4_/_5_/_6_8 __ at __ M_e/-'-m-=p=--h_i_s_.._, _T_e_n~n_e_s_s_e_e ___ File # _ _,,M=e=m=p=b=i=se___,;4 ..... 4.__ ... _,,.l;.::;:9-=8..._7_..,_ 

by __ S_A_R_O_B_E_RT_F_. -;---OO_Y_L_E_: j_a_p ________ Date dictated __ 4_/_8_/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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• 
to Room 5-B ow if he left the building at alrlly time after 
renting Room 5-B. Mr$. BREWER did not again ob~erve WILLAR~ 
after he rented the room. 

Mr~. BREIER'~ hu~band returned home from work at 
5;25 P,M., on April 4 9 1968jl alrlld at that time Mr,, and Mrs­
BREWER commenced their dinner~ After dinner Mr~ BREWER 
then turned on the television ~et and wa~ watching the 
0 Rawhidev' television program 9 and Mrll!ll. BREWER did the 
dinner dishes. Shortly after completing the dinner dishes, 
Mrs. BREWER also ~at down to watch the nRawhideVV television 
program. Within a matter of a couple of minute~ 9 Mrs. BREWER 
heard what ~he thought to be a gun shot coming from the back 
of her rooming houseo Mr~. BREWER believed that this must 
have been around 6:00 PoM• on April 4 9 1968. She advised 
her husband that ~he thought it was a gun shot. Her husband 
took time to put on his slippers and both of them then 
proceeded to the southeast exit of the building. Upon 
arriving at this point,Mr. BREWER attempted to go out the 
back door; however 1 a law enfor~emtmt officer was in the bac.k 
of the building and instructed both Mr. and Mrs. BREWER to 
close the door and return to their apartment. Mrs. BREWER 
did not hear any noise such a~ someone running through her 
building after hearing the gun shot 9 and the only noise she 
could rec~ll hearing was a lot of hollering and screaming 
near the ba@k of her building toward the Lorraine Motel. 

Mr~. BREWER examined cash that ~he had on hand 
and determined that she had th~ee $20.00 bill~ in her 
possessiono She was unable to ~pacifically pinpoint which 
$20000 bill was furnished t@ her by WILLARD for payment of 
his room rent. Mrs. BREWER made available the following 
described twenty dollar Federal Re~erve Notes: 

(1) Serie~ 1963-A 9 Serial No. Fl4002844A 

(2) Serie~ 1963-A.9 Serial No. Hl6164663A 

(3) Series 19639 Seri~l No. F06445143A 

Mr:si. BREWER fur:nished t.he following description 
of WILLARD: 

Race~ White 
Sex: Male 
Age: Approximfal.t~ly 35 years 

10 
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• 
Height: 
Weight~ 
B\IJJ.ild: 
Appearal'!lce: 

• 
5'11°11 to 6' 
180 po111!.nd~ 
Medi111!.m (carried weight well) 
Real neat lookingp clean 
shaveim~ 

Mrs. BREWER ~tated th~t WILURD appeared to have a 
smile or a ~neer on hi~ fa~e during their entire conversation; 
did not appear as though he was the outdoor~ type; was 
wearing a dark sport jacket or ~hort ja~ket 9 a~ he did not 
have to pull the ja~ket back when he re~ched his right hand 
into his pocket for his money; did not notice any rings or· 
watches; paid no attention-to hi~ shoe~ 9 pants 9 ~hirt, 
or whether he had on~ tie$ but wa~ quite positive that he 
did not have a hat; did not give the appearance of needing 
a haircut, nor wa~ he wearing a mu~ta@he or any long sideburns; 
paid no particular attention to his teeth while he was talking 
and did not particularly notice about any part of his face, 
including nose 9 mouth 9 ear~ 9 chin 9 or eyebrows$ 

Mrs. BREWER claims that ~he did not particularly 
look at this individual a~ ~he did not like the smile or 
sneer that he had on his face. 

Mrs. BREWER did reo~ll that when ~he pointed out 
,the bathroom facilitie~ to WILLARD 9 ~@e told him that everyone 
in the area of hi~ room wa~ u~ually quiet but that the guy next 
to him u~ually drink~ a little bit. Mr~~ BREWER claimed that 
WILLARD then stated, ~QI take a beer one~ in awhile my~elf." 
Mrso BREWER claimed that ~he told him that wa~ all right as 
long as he ~tayed in hi~ room and kept quiet& 

Mr~~ BREWER wa~ unable to ~tat® whether any of the 
other roomer~ at her rooming hou~e had an opportunity to 
either ob~erve or have any ~oimtact with WILLARD, nor was she 
able to furni~h any additional information concerning _ 
WILLARD'~ a~tivitie~ during th~ brief period that he re~ided 
at her rooming hou~®. She claim~ that ~he doe~ not believe 
that she would recogni~e thi~ indivich1al again from a 
photograph or if ~lhle had an opportunity to ~ee him in person, 
but qualified thi$ by ~tating that ~he probably would be 
able to recognize him from the ~mile or ~neer that he had on 
hi~ f~~e if ~he were able to ob~erve that in the future. 

11 
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She claimed that WILLARD did not volunteer any 
information concerning hi~ per~onal background or volunteer 
any information concerning hi~ reason for being in Memphis. 
She claimed that WILLARD 9 s ~p~ech was 9~ju~t like the rest 
of usi around here 9 iv and that his vo~abulary and accent were 
not out of place in her rooming house~ Mrs. BREWER recalled 
that when WILLARD first looked in Room 8 9 he remarked that 
he only wanted a sleeping room a~ he would not be in the 
room in the daytime 9 ju~t at nighto 

12 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ 4_:_/_1_3_:_/_6_8 ___ ~ 

Mrs. FRAH (BES~IE) BDOR 9 Room 2, 422½ South M&ll.in 
Str~et, ~emphi~, Tennessee 9 who ~nages the rooming house at 
this addl!."ess ~nd who has beeoo interviewed pr~vio~sly by Agents 
of the FBI, telephoni©~lly @ont~©ted the mx Office on April 10, 
1968, at whi©h time she ~eq~ested to be ~o~tacted by an FBI Agent~ 

Mrs. BRRUR was ©ont~@ted by SA FRANl!UoIN L. JOHNSON 
and LieuteMnt w. s. SCEUL'TZ 9 Homicide Bureaw, Memphis Police 
.Department, at which time she ad~ised that she was beginning to 
receive mail from indiwid~als unknowoo to her$ She displayed an 

ernvelope postmarked April 1 9 1968 9 at Niagara F~ll~, New York, 
be~ring the return ~dd~e~s, Mrs~ Z~CC0 9 518 Ferry Avenue, 
Niagara Falls, New York, in which wa~ lo©~ted ~ one-page hand­
written letter, which letter referred to newspaper publicity 
identifying Mrs. BREWER as oper~ting @. t'flop house," the writer 
of the letter referring to the fact that Mrs~ BREWER should 
'

11 'buy some p@.int'11 fal.lllld ending by st~ting, 9111' 11 bet you even have 
cockroaches!n 

A second envelope W&~ post~~rked April -7, 1968, at 
Des Moines, Iowa, which contained a printed religious tract 
and-neither the enwelope nor the tra©t identified the sender. 

,,OD the occa$ion ;of ·tllll::ls _ contact with Mrs._ BREWER, 
~he furnished the following inform~tiolfil: 

She,,~tated ~he Walfilt®dl. to poiIDlt Olillt that ~he 
has previou:mly forgotten to ~dwi~e officers of the 
Police ~partment ~nd mx AgeIDlt~ tlhl~t at the time she 
r~nted Room 5-B to a str~lfilger @~ing the@tID.me of JOHN 
WILLA.RD on April 4, 1968g there w~s ~ ~~~11 1 cheap 
chest of drawers, blond in color 9 in front of the east 
window on the ~outh wall of Room 5-B, wherea~ after the 
~hooti~g of Dr6 KING ind ~hen ~he next saw Room 5=i, 
that chest ot drawers was sitting again~t the west w~ll 
of that room and there wa~ ~ chair ~ittilfilg in. front of 
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that wind~w. She stat@d she wa~ p@inti~g this @ut ~in~e 
this w@uld indic~te th~t th@ @ccupant @f the r@@m 
definitely handled thi~ che~t @f dr~wers. 

Mrs. BREWER ~tated that since interviewed 
previously, she had be®n trying t@ think @f anything 
else which might as~ist in identifying the guest who 
used the name of JOHN WILLARD. Sh~ st~ted ~s she has 
discussed the matter with her hu~band and thought more 
~bout it, the one thing which impre~~ed her most ab~ut 
the appearance of this individual w~s the fact th$t When 
she first c~acked @pen the door t@ her room after this 
man kn~cked, she observed that he w~s st~ndiimg at the 
door with an uimusual ~mile on his f~ce. She went on to 
state that she would describe the smile as a 0 simeern or 
a "'smirko O She stated that she c~Kilim@t be more specific 
other than to state that she was impressed by this 
expression en this maim 0 s face 9 as though he were trying 
to smile for no reason. She st~ted that she did not 
interpret the smile as an effort to be flirtatious. 

She also stated that her initial impression 
of this man was that he did not ~.ofit inn with other 
tenants in this roomi~g house. Sh® pointed out that this 
rooming house is l@c~ted in~ poorer section ~f towm 
where most of the tenants are ol~~r people or others 
with limited income,~ number @f wh@m are ~lc@holics, 
aimd this m~n w~s clean ~~d ne~tly dre~sed, giving the 
impression that he could obtain lodging in nicer 
surroundings. 

Mrs. BREWER at thi~ time ~ttempted to recall 
the words used by this person. As she recalls, when she 
went to the door and cr~~ked @pen the door, leaving the 
chain fastened, the man's first w@rds were 9 vvno yout have 
a room for rent?vv She answ~:E'~d il!l the ~ff :irutive and 
asked him whether he wal!lted a r@om by the we®k or by the 
month. He replied, a~ nearly a~ ~he can rec~ll, by 
fSlt~ting simply 9 vs:ey the week. fl~ At tlhli~ poiimt she 
uDfa~tened the chain which ~ecured the p~rtially opened 
door and walked dire~tly to R@@m 8 loc~ted in the ~outh 
wing of this rooming hou~e. She ~t~ted that the ma~ 
followed her to the r@om and l~@ked in~ide the room but 
never actually entered the room, at which time his words, 

14 
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$.~ lil~$.I"lf ~s she c~im I"rf:J©$ll 9 were 9 f~'l®Jl.1 9 I d@lli\'t ln\eed the 
st@ve ~nd refriger~t@r ~illi\c@ X W@lli\ 9 t b® d@iimg ~~1 c@@killlg. 
JI w~s thillhld.img m@l"® @f ~ &Sil~@pimig :il:'@©ll1lll,. gv 

At thi~ p@iimt M~~. BREWER @~pl~i~®d that the 
@filly vr&cant "sl@epilnlg x-@@ll1lllvw {@11;' r@@m with l!il© St«.))ve ~nd 
r®friger~t@r) which ~h® h~d in @ither wiimg ®f the 
r©@ll1llli~g b©US® w~s R@Oll1lll 5=B illi\ th@ D@rth Wil!ilg. She 
theref@re immediately w~lked from R@@D 8 illi\ th~ south 
wing across the eimcl@~ed w~lkw~y which C@lli\l!il®cts the 
south wi~g t@ the ~@rth wi@g @f the r@@Di~g house, 
~imd thereafter to R@@m 5=B. Ag~in ~he w~lk®d in fr@nt 
@f the man. As so@@~~ ~h® @pen@d the d@@r to Room 5-B, 
th® man iimmedi$tely st~ted th~t he w@uld take th~t r@om. 
She then walked t~ her r@@m ifi the ~@~th wing @f the 
building 9 foll@wed by the unkn@wn m~n, wh@ p~id her 
$8.5~as @utli~ed previ@u~ly by berg for the rent @f 
Room 5-B f@r @ne week i@ ~dv~n@e. 

Mrs.- BREDR t§llit~ted th~t ll!lil©t§lit @f the r@oms in 
this rooming house ©~n b® t§ll®cured only with the use of a 
p~dlock 9 $nd ~ft®r sh@Willllg thi~ individu~l R@@m 5-B, she 
removed the p~dlock fr@m the d@@r and t@ok the padlook 
with her to her ro@ll1lll. She st~ted it is ~ece~~~ry that 
t~n~nt~ put up~ d~p@sit if they ~ecure th~ p~dl~ck, but 
thi~ ten~nt did n@t inquire ~st@ h@w he ~@uld l©ck the 
door ~nd did im@t reque~t th~ p~dl@ck ~nd ~ key. She also 
added th~t she did n@t expl~i~ to hi~ the meth@d of 
locking the d@@r @r th$t it w~s nec~~~ary th~t he put up 
~ deposit in ord@r to @bt~i~ the p~dlock. 

She ~t~ted ~t thi~ p@i~t th~t she h~d been 
~oDewhat unnerved wh®im she fir~t l@@ked at this m~n, at 
which time he had th@ u~~su~l ~mile @n his f~ce, or 
appeared t@ be HSJ!i\®el"ill:ll.gi~ ffflt lhle:ir? ~nd tlble:!l:"eaft®r $he made 
~ point of having a~ little to d© with him as pc~sible, 
~lway~ walking ilill fr@nt ~f him and ~v@idiimg all 
unnec®s~ary c@nv~rsati@n ©~ d®~li~g~ with hill1lll. 

Mr~. BREWER w~s ~t§llked wh®th~r ~he n@w feels 
th~t ~he c@uld idelilltify this !l1llla~ if ~he ~ees him again. 
She ~tated that sh® th©ught $he might b~ able t@ identify 
thi~ m~n if ~he~®®~ him ~g~i~. ~be ~t~ted the m~n used 
n.@ sliuig @r '!Ull\U\~truiill.1 ®xpr®~~i@m @l,!Ill@l ~lbl® ©©l!llld n@t ?£~s@ciate 
hi~ ~ccent with a~y p~rticul~r ~~@~p ~ddi~g he h~d n@ 
particul~r ~©©®~t. 
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She also st~t~d that ~he is p@~itive she has 
never seen this man,b@f@r~. She pointed out that she has 
only been~handling the rent~l of the rooms at this 
ro@ming home since March 12 9 1968 9 h@w@ver, and she 
would have no way @f knowing whether he stayed at this 
rooming house prior t© that time. 

•" 

She stated that $1:t the time she b<ec:~me. the 
landlady at this rooming h@use, R@@m 5-B was oc~upied 
by an elderly man by the name of COMMODORE STEWART. 
This man was ill as of March 12, 1968, and she believed 
that it was on Wirch 12 9 1968, tlr.mt he w~s taken to~ 
Memp~ts b.«:»spital. A ©@@ple ©f days later, probably on 
either. March 13 or 14, 1968 9 this man diedo The room 
had not been rented from that time until the time the 
stranger using the name @f JOHiN' WILLARD rented this room. 

She" understands th~t a number ((;»f different 
persous have acted in the capacity @f rental agent for 
this rooming house in recent months, including Mr. , 
WYATT MADOOX, who is n@w a clerk at the Tri-State Hotel 
located nearby, Mr. MADOOX never having lived in this 
rooming house, however, and apparently having acted as 
rental agent for @nly ~ short period @f time. Another 
individual wh@ h~ndled the rental @f ro@ms in this 
r@oming house W$S Ha R. THOJIPSOH, an @ld drunk, accordiDg 
to other tenants,, who never lived illll the r@@ming house. 
One other rental ~gent at this r@@mi@g house prior t@ 
the time Mrs. BREWER ~ssumed these duties was w. v. 
SADONS, wh@ she underst~n~ is n@W·~t the Madison Hotel 
in Memphis. She is sl!U'e that Mr. ~AMMONS was the rental 
agent in January 1968 9 based @n ©@pies @f receipts in 
her receipt book. She recalled th~t Mr. ~AMMON~ stabbed 
his wife while he was reDtal agent ~t th is r@omii.mg h@use 
and the matter received publicity. 

Mrs. BRDD advised that m@st @f the occupants 
@f r@@ms in this r@@ming h@use ~re m@re @r less perm~nent 
tenants, although she d@e~ @cc~si@rnally re~t a vac~nt 
r@@m t@ transients for only @ne night. 

Hrs. BREWER advised th~t there are 10 separate 
~partments Qr r@@ms in the so~tb wi~g @f th~ r@@ming 
house and six separate ~p~rtments @r r@@ms in the north 
wing. The six r@@~ in the north wing $re referred t@ as 
1-B, 2-B, etc. 9 wher~w.s the r@@ms in the ·~·@uth wing h$ve 
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n@ lett®r @f the ~lph~b@t f@ll@wirng th@ r@@m n~mber. 
She furnished the f@ll@wi~g inf@~m~ti@~ @@~~e~~ing the 
st~t~ @f these r@@E ~s @f April 4, 1968 9 w~en the m~n 
u~ing the name JOB'JNJ WILL..~RD ©lble~ked i~t@ R@@m 5=B: 

SOUTH WING: 

(R@@ms are nwimbered i~ ~ ©@unter-©l@@ni~e @:irder, 
st~rting with R@@m N@. 1 in tlble ~@uthw~~t c@r~er of 
this wing of the r@@milllg h@useo) 

R@@m l - Vac&u1t 

R@@m 2 - @~©upied by Jmr. ~~d li.lr~. BREDR ~nd 
referred t@ ~~ tlble j'@ff i@<!:i." 

R@@m 3 = ~ccupi®d by Mr. BERTIE~. REEVE~ 9 ~n 
eld®l'lJ m~@ wh@ is reti~®d and wlbl@ ~ppe~rs 
t@ be l'e~~@~ably ~~~p@~ible. ~he ~t$ted 
that M:ir. REEVES ©~me @~t @f hi~ r@@m ab@ut 
the ~$me tim@ ~~ lire $~d Mr~o BREWER $fter 
~11 he$rd wh~t theJ believ~d t@ be$ shot 
ab@ut 6:00 Pom. 9 April 4, .1968. 

R@@m 4 = @@cl!.1lpi®d by HOWARD V.Mlr~E 9 a~ @ld@r man, 
chr@@i© ~l©@lbl@li©9 wh@ W@l"k~ ~~ $ h$Ddyman 
at Jim f~ Grill lOCa!J,ted @eiilt:!i:'bJ 9 bi!.1lt WhtO as 
@f April 4v 1968, W$~ kn@wn by ltB:'~. BREWER 
t;ft) lhl~ve been drul!ll.k f@r tw@ @ifJJ,J~. JIE's. 
BRUER ~t~ted .~h~ k~~w th~t VANCE W$~ i~ 
hi~ r@@m $S @f 6:00 p.m., April 4, 1968, 
but ~b~ ~1~@ knew th$t he h1i!i,d b@e@ @im a 
tw@=d~y drunk ~nd th~t h~'did @@t ©@me 
@ut @f lbliis r@@m,. 

Room 5 - Occupied by T~ Le U~SER 9 ~ ~~n 15 t@ 80 
Y®~~~ @f ~g@ 9 wh@ h~~ be~@ ill ~@cently, 
wh@~® h@~ring i~ ve~y def®ctiv®, ~m w.h@ 
wa~ in bi~ r@@~ ~~ @f th® time @f th~ 
sh@@ting. ME>~. BREWm ~dd®d 9 b@weve~, 
t~~t duet@ k. USSD~~ ~g® ~~d his 
phy~ical ~nd mental ©@nditi@n, Mr. MESSER 
still d@@~ not und@r~t~nd w~t ~ctu~lly 
@ccurr@d ~~d c@@tin~®~ t@ ~~k Wh$t ~11 the 
excit®~®@t w~~ ~b@ut ~h®@ police office~~ 
a@d FBI Ag®l!llt$ qm@~ti@ID!®d @©~U)i;»~l!'ilt~ @f the 
buildi@go 
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R@@m 6 - V~c~~t. M~n by t~® n~me @f SAJIUEL WILSON, 
wh@ sh® u~d®r~t~noo h®d bee~~ tenant f@r 
~everal m@nth~v w~c~ted t~i~ r@@m @n 
April Sp 1968., 

R@om 7 = ~cupied by FRANK He DRLEY 9 ~n elderly 
m~n Wh@ i~ ~ chr@rni© $lC©h@liC9 Wh© W$S 
als@ drunk ~nd i~ bis r@@m ~~ of the time 
of the sh@@ting. She ~t~~ed that MARLEY 
did not c@me out @f ~i~ r@@m ~round the 
time @f th® ~h@@ti~go 

Ro@m 8 - Va~~nt. (Thi~ i~ th® r@@m whi~h lllb°~ .. 
BREWER first Sh(O)Wed '·t@ the .!ffiUlllll 11Jl$il!lig the 
name JOHN WILLARDo) 

R~om 9 - Occupied by &Rom CARTER,~ man 55 to 60 
ye~rs @f ~ge, un®mpl@yed, who receives 
welf~re checks· ~md wh@ h~s ~ physic~l 
affli~ti@n. (She st~ted one @f hi~ h~nds 
is d@f@rmed @r ~~dr~wn up., 00

) She stated 
this m~~ ~ls@ drinks consider~bly. She 
d@es n@t believe he w~s home at the time 
@f the s~@@ting. 

R@@m 10 = Occupied by LEONARD EATON 9 ~ge 60 to 65 9 
who she u~derst~n~ t@ be a l@ng-time 

NORTH WING: 

resident ~t this r@@ming h@l!Jlse 2 who report\Bdly 
formerly worked @n ~ river bo~t. Sh® stated 
it is h~r impressi@n th~t he w~s in his 
room ~sleep at the time @f the sh@©ting 
~nd.that he t@@ h~d b@en drinking. 

(Rooms on north wing~~® numbered 1-B thr@ug~ 6-B, 
reading from we~t t@ ~®~t. Th@~e d@@r~ having numbers 
have numerals only @n t~~m 9 but all @f the ten~nt~ 
underst~nd th$J.t the d®~ign~ti@n @f vvB~w .lr~fer&SJ t@ t.!me 
ro@ms in the n@rth wing.) 

R@om 1-B - (l@c~ted W®~t @f ~ n@rth-s@uth h~llw~y 
whi©h c@nn®cts t@ ~n encloo®d w~lkw~y 
c@nn~©ting th~ tw@ wings @f th® r@@ming 
h@~se) @©@Upied by ~~o JESSIE Le LEDBETTER, 
• wid@w wh@ ~h~ understand~ h~~ re~ided at 
tbi$ 11uildll:'~s$ f@r ~@llilil® 8 t@ 10 ye~r~.. Mrs. 
LEDBEH':mt i~ ~ :' d~~f f®l@t®i. 
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R@om 3-B - Vac~llllto 

R@@m 4-B - ~cupied by-WILLIS ANC:mJTZ, empl~yed at 
Duv~ll Tr~nsf~r C@~p~imy. Mrs. BREWER 
later le&1rned,that JM!r. ANCIWTZ 
r@p@rt~dly saw the m~n running down the 
hall f©ll@wing the ~h@@tirng and had some 
c@nversati@n with him. 

' : ~ 

Room 5-B .... Room @ccupied by 1the ms:u1 usillllg l!lla:m.e , 
UOHN WILLARD, ,a!iild ·'w!l\ich room had not .. -· 
been rented $ince f@rmer tenant, 
COMMOOORE STEWART, died about March 13 
or 14, 1968. 

R@@m 6-B ... Occupied by Mr. and Hrs. CHARLIE S'tEPHENS. 
Mr. STEPHENS is an ~l!llemployed tuberculosis 
pati~nt and his wife is presently confined 
to bier bed. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date 4/7/68 

WILLIAM CHARLES ANSCHUTZ, 422½ So~th Maino Apartment 
4B@ Memphiso advised that he is employed by the Firestone 
Tire and Rubber Company 0 1054 Firestone Avenueo Memphiso 

He returned home from work about 2*30 Pom. 0 

April 4, 19680 Miss JESSE LEDBETTER 0 a neighbor in Apartment 
1B 11 ,came to his room to watch television.. They watched television 
throughout the afternoono 

On two occasions during the afternoon., ANSCHUTZ trbi,d 
to get into the bathroom at.the end of the hall to pour out 
some water he had used to wash disheso Each time someone 
was in the bathroome The $8Cond time ANSCHUTZ went to the 
bathroom, another neighboro CHARLIE STEVENS of Apartment 6B, 
told ANSCHUTZ that a new tenant who rented Apartment SB 
was in the bathroomo ANSCHUTZ did not know the exact 
time of his attempts to get into the bathroomo but he indicated 
these attempts were only a few minutes aparte He does not 'know 
how long the new tenant was in the bathroom 0 but it $eemed like 
a long time to him6 

Later ANSCHUTZ heard a sboto He had been watching 
television for some timeq but he did not have any idea what 
~ime it wase He got up and went to the dooro As he opened 
it a man emne down the hall& ANSCH\JTZ thought. the man came 
out of Apartment 5Bo but he ©ould not tell for sure~ 

The man was ruirming and as he passed ANSCHUTZ's 
dooro he held his hand and arm over his fa~e so ANSCHUTZ 
eould not get a good look at himo A$ the man passed AN'SCHUTZ, 
ANSCHUTZ said., "I thought I heard a shot! 00 The man answered, 
"Yeh" it was a shot., ,v 

The man was carrying something under his armo It 
appeared to be something long and was wrapped in what looked 
like a blanket. ANSCHU!Z thought it might be a gun. 

On 4/5/68 File# ME 44-1987 

SA JACK D. VAHRENWAW; SA EU/GENE A .. MEDORI, 
bySA STEPHEN- M. DARLINGTON~ SA JOD W.. BAW~a:te dictated 4/6/68 . 

Th. JJDV&ra'h.._imsh d · 1 · f h FBI I' h . f h d' 1s document contam's' ne1t er recommen at10ns nor cone us10ns o t e . t 1s t e property o t e FBI an 1s loaned to 
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ANSCHUTZ knew that the shot had been fired nearby, 
but he could not tell 1f it came from the bathroom or from 
apartment 5B. He had never seen the man or talked to him 
until he saw the man running down the hall. He thinks the 
man went down the stairs to Main Street, but he did not follow 
him. 

After '•ttie man had run down the hall, CHARLIE STEVENS 
came out of his apartment, and said he had also heard a shot. 
ANSCHUTZ went into the bathroom, and looked out the window. A 
police officer in the backyard yelled for him to get away 
from the window. ANSCHUTZ heard a girl say that the shot had 
come from the window. 

After leaving the bathroom, ANSCHUTZ went to the 
other side of the roominghouse, and told the landlady, 
Mrs. BREWER, that he had heard a shot. Then he went back to 
his room to watch television. To the best of his knowledge, 
ANSCHUTZ cannot remember the man having any.other luggage, etc., 
except the object that was wrapped up in the blanket. 

ANSCHUTZ describes the man as follows: 

Height: 
Build~ 
Age: 
Clothes: 

6' 
Slim 
30 9 s 
Did not seem to be wearing a 
coat. 

ANSCHUTZ did not see the man's face because the man 
covered it with his arm and hand. ANSCHUTZ does not think he 
could identify the man if he saw him again. ANSCHUTZ said he 
had not been drinking at all during the afternoon. He had to 
stop drinking for health reasons. 

ANSCHUTZ advised that JESSE LEDBETTER is a deaf mute. 
She can read and write and can speak sign language. ANSCHUTZ 
does not know if she saw the man when he ran past the door. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date __ 4_/_10_/6_8 __ ~~-

Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS, Room 6-B, second floor, 
422½ S. Main Str@et, furl!'llish@d the following information to 
Lieutenant J. D. :HAMBY, Bomi«!id@ Bu:It"eau, Memphis Police 
Department, and SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON~ 

Mr. STEPHENS 9 who stated he is 46 years of age, 
aimd his wife occupy 2 room~ ilill the Jmorth wiing of a rooming 
house, the address of which is 422½ S. Main Street. This 
~ooming house actually covers the second floor of 2 
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENSw room being located in the 
n.orth ,building il!ll the southeast corJmer of the north building. 

Sometime in the late afterl!lloon of April 4, 1968, 
he and his wife were in their room. His wife, who has 
recently been in the hospital for an extended period of 
'(\:.ime, was in. bed i!tll their <Combination of living-bedroom. 
H~ was in the kitchen, which i~ east of the living-bedroom. 
He was repairing a radio on a table located at the north 
wall of the ki tch<en. Immediately imori~:· ,of him is a common 
bathroom which is located at the ea~t end of an east-west 
hallway in the north building. While he was repairing the 
radio, he heard what he is certain was a ~hot, and he is 
certain that shot came from the bathroom from a point 
within· ju.~t a few f-eet of whex,e he wa~ sitting. :He has no 
way of knowing the time but can only ®stimate it was sometime 
between 5~00 and 6~00 PM. 

Upon. hea~ing this shot, he walked out of the kitchen 
tb~ough his living-bed~oom and opened the door leading onto 
the hallway and ob~®?'ved a man running west down this hallway 
and this man was carrying a la~ge bundle of some kind. He 
\Would estimate that this bundl<!11J or package was at least 
3 or 4 feet long and 6 to 8 inches thick. Although he saw the 
man aoo the bundle only m<DIM.entarily, he gained the impression 
that the bundle was w~apped in sanm.ething 9 possibly a newspaper. 
This man continued running to the eilld of the hallway turning 
left (soutb) and appa?'elllltl"y tlble?'eafter ran down the stairways 
onto the street 9 although he could Jl'ilot actually see the man 
going dowll'il th~ staix>way. 

On __ 4_/_5_/_6_8 __ at _M_e_m_p_h_1_· ~_f _T_e_n_n_e_~_s_®_® ____ File # _M_E~4_4_-_1_9_8_7_~----,..____,.~ 

by __ S_A_F_R_A_'NK_L_JI_JNJ_L_._J'_O_liffl_S_O_N ___ /_b_b_~ ____ Date dictated _4_/'_9_/_6_8 __ ~__,,..~ 
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It il!lllllMl®diately o~~Ul"l"~~ to Mr. STEPHENS that 
this wa~ the ~ame malfi\ h~ had s®~lfi\ eal"liel" illll the afternoon, 
possibly aroulfi\d mid-aftel"lfi\OOlfi\ 9 ~talllldil!llg at the door to 
Jroom 5-B whi©h is lo~ate<dl iliWllllediately W®~t of Mr. 
ST,EPHENS ~ livillllg-be(d}ir@om. lllre ~tated that U'OURlHd m:tid­
afterl!llOOl!ll he had se~l!ll a man with Mws. BREWER standing in the 
hallway at the elfi\tl"alfil~® to l"oomm 5-B lookilrllg into room 5-B. 
Be saw the malfil'~ left ~ide. The mal!ll had nothing in bis hands 
at the time. He a~~Ullilled thi~ wa~ some l!llew guest looking 
at a l"Oom. 

Ml". STEPHEN'S. ~tat®d that he aim<dl his wife remained 
::fU.lll · their room the ~est of thi@I afteJir'llllOOlfi\. Be pointed out that 
he; Mr.· STEPHENS,' i~ a,- disabled vet®l"an who ha~' been treated 
for tuberculosis/ afil\d 'he spel!h(Qls imu:>st of his ti~~ in his ;aoooms 
with hi~ wife who., i~•"' al~o ill a_)lli@l who at pi'eseint is a bed 
p:atieimt. 

Sometime after se®illllg thi~man with Mrs. BREWER, he 
heard someo)Tile i@ room 5-B a)Tild assumed the mal!h hehad seen 
had rented the room )Til®xt door. He ~tated tmt be recalls 
O)lli several different occasio@s heari)llig footsteps in this room 
a)Tild also leavil!hg from this room past his (Mr. STEPHENS 9s) 
room a~d into the co!lllfil!nol!ll bathroom at the east eimd of the 
hall. He was also very much aware that whe~ the person went 

b'om room. 5-B to the ba:lthr@om 9 that p<e;:!r'soim r•ain.ed in the bath­
room. for a con.l!!liderable period of time. He poilfi\ted out that 
this i~ pal"ticularly lfi\Oti~eabl@ Sillil~® this is a common bathroom 
"Which must be Ul!!le<d:b;wia number of differellilt tenants. He 
also specifically iecalled that OllillY olfi\ @ne o~casion did 
he heal" the commode beiimg flu~hed al!lld he wa~ therefore curious 
as to why thi~ pe:!r'~Olfil was ~p@lllldillllg so mu~h time in. the bathroom. 

He stat@d that @llil th® la~t @ccasion that someone 
wel!llt from imumber 5=B to the bath~oom prior to the time h~ 
heard the shot 9 he would ®~timmat® that that per~on remained 
iim the bathroom for at l®al!!lt 20 to 30·miimutes. Du~ing 
this pe~iod he hear~ imo·l!lloi~®~ COll!!!lilfilg f~om the bathroom. 
He ~l~o ~pecifically ,r®calll!!l tlhtat duriroig this ~:i.une period,,. 
Mw. WILLIS ANCH'll,'i'Z (ph@netic), wh@ occupie~ room 4-B, immedi­
a.t~ly we~t of 5-B wh®:Wi@I tlhfe .n®w t~ima.imt appa.Jrently wa$ located, 
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had knocked OlDl. :Ml:ir. STEPmmJS il§l <dlo©F' aimd somewhat ~\t. angrily 
ill'll.quir®d as to who was stayilDl.g ill'Jl. th~ bathroom so long. 

It was at th® ®ll'll.d of this latt~F' p®riod of time 
that Mr. STEPHENS heard the abov® described shot which he 
was ©ertaill'll. came from the batlhut"oom. He state~ that immediately 
after the shot was fired he hea~~ some people looated across 
the stre~~ east of th® buildilDlg where he lives 9 screaming. 
Due to the excit@m@lOl.t of the momell'll.t, the fact that people 
across the street ilDl. the vi©ilDlity of the Lorraine Motel 
were screailDl.g 9 alDl.d the fa©t that bis hearill'll.g is ll'll.ot the 
best 9 he did not hear all'll.y additioRll.al lDl.Oises caning from the 
bathroom. Be pointed out that he would expect to hear a 

'iscuff le" com&iimg from the batllu°oom if the muan in the bathroom 
had fired the shot that kille~ MARTIN LUTHER KING, but he 
camuot recall h.eari!.lll.g isu.tch a qqscuff le o Fv He stated that he 

simply has no way of kll'll.OWi!ll\g whether th.® malOl. came out of the 
bathroom, weRll.t bllto ll"oom 5-B alDl.d th®lDl. ra!lll <Qut of 5-B down 
the hall toward the front of the buildilDlg 9 or whether the ma~ 
in the bathroom ralDl directly from the bath.room down the 
hallway toward the frolDlt of the buildilDl.g. He stated he did 
hesitate a few mom®lDl.ts after hearilDlg the shot alDl.d hearing the 
screaming outsid® b~for~ h® W~lDl.t to th~ door al!lld looked down 
the hall to see th® man rulDllOl.ilDl.g curyilDl.g som~thing in his hand. 

Mr. STEPHENS advi~ed that the only people in the 
no:irth buildilOl.g of thi~ roomilDl.g hou~e at the time of this 
incidelOl.t wer® (1) Mr. STEPDMS, (2) Miro STEPHENS 0s wife, 
who wa~ in b<.ed alDl.d who was never ilOl. a po~ition to observe 
aRll.ything, (3) Mro WILLIS ANCH~Z {phonetic), above 9 in room 
4-B1 who came out of hi$ room alDl.d was ~eel!ll by Mr~ STEPHENS 
at the sam® time Mr. STEPHENS ~aw the malDl. X'Ull'll.lDliIDJg down the 
hallp (4) Mrs. JESSEE LEDBETTER 9 a deaf alDl.d dumb lady who re­
sides in r©om l=B towar@l the1 frolDl.t (west) of tb®:rrim@l'ftb wing 
or n~~th building 9 al!lld (5) the unknowlDl. man who had occupied 
room 5-B who wa~ rulDl.lOl.ilDlg down the hall a~ previou$ly stated 

Mro STEPHENS ~tat~d that Mro ANCHULlflmade some rema~k 
to the UlDlk~own man who was rulDllDl.ilDlg dowlDl. the hallway and the 
unklOl.own malDl. appuent ly mad~ som® kiIDJ.d off t>eply. 
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Mr. STEPHENS advi~®d that wherea~ he could hear 
footsteps in 5-B and could hear footstep~ between 5-B and the 
bathroom 9 he at no tim~ h~ard any conversation in 5-B, 
and he is certain that there wa~ no conversation in 5-B 
from the time the new tenant checked in until the time 
he heard the shot. He ~tated he never heard any noise or 
footsteps which would indicate to him there was ever more 
than one person in room 5-B. He pointed out that whereas 
his hearing is not too good 9 it is very easy to hear noises 
in the adjoining rooms of this rooming house and he definitely 
can hear normal conversation coming from that room. Mr. 
STEPHENS stated that when h~ saw the new tenant with. Mrs. 
BREWER standing in front of 5-B 9 he only saw the left side 
of the new tenant, and when he saw what he believes to be the 
same man running down the hallway carrying something, he only 
saw this person from the rear. He pointed out he never saw 
him directly in front 9 but based upon his observations he 
would describe this person as followsi 

Name: 
Race~ 
Sex~ 
A~t 
Height~ 
Weight~ 
Build: 
Posture~ 
Hair: 

25 

Unkn own 
White 
Male 
iiin his 30 9s,. " 
5 9 10-11 q~ 

165 pounds 
Average 
Man stood erectly 
Described as sandy, also 
described a~ q'dark blond" 
« 0 ha.ving the appearance of 
11mwa~h~d sand. 
Further ~e~cribed llli.rline 
a~ ~ec~ding on left side 
{and pre~umably on both sides) 
making it appear he would have 
01p@ak.li ~1 on either side but 
with full thick hair toward 
th~ front ~enter of his head 
b~tw~en th~ peak~. Hair 
combed ~t~aight back. Normal or av~rage haircut. 
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Bar~ headed, wearing dark 
~uit 
Clean ~haven, neat appearing 
in«ii vidual. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ 4-'---/_7.:_/_6_8 ___ ~_ 

CHARLES STEPHENS, Apartment 6Be 422½ South Main 
Street 6 Memphis 6 advised that on the afternoon of April 46 
1968, he was with bis wife at t.he ab~ve addressQ He stated 
t.hat at about Jg30 p .. m$/J \"mt.he above dat-ee he began working 
on a table:fflOdel radio of his which wast• fteed of repair. 
He said he,took a radio to the kitchen~ placed it on the 
table,which was against the wall that wu ~djacent to the 
bathroom which was used by all tenants• lis floor. As he 
was working on his radio he could hear the man in the next 
apartment to,hime Apar~en~ SBIJ l~ave ~is room several times, 
and g~ into the bathroom., Mro STEPHEJS stated that he knew 
it was the11um who ha~ j~at cheeked in to Apartment SB that 
afternoon becaus~ he eo~ld hear the door of Apartment SB 
open and then footstep~ would go down the hall to the bathroom, 
the bathroom door would open and then eloseo 

Mr. STEPHENS said that during the$e various trips that 
the individual in Apartment SB made to the'bathroom he failed 
to flush the toilet or to run any wat.er with the exception of 
the la~t time he was in the bathrol\:)m. At. this time he flushed 
the toilet. He stated that this individual seemed to be spending 
an undu@ length of time in this bathroom. At about 6:00 p.m., 
on April 4, 1968, Mr .. STEPHENS heard a loud no'ise which he described 
as sounding like a gunshot come from the bathroom. Upon hearing 
this noise., Mr .. STEPHENS mn. from the kitchen where he was repairing 
his radio to his doo~ that. led to the hallwayo H~ stated this is 
only a distance of ab«;))ut 10 t.o 12 feet .. Upon opening the door 
he saw a man leave the bathroom carrying a package of about thre~ 
feet long a11d wrapped in what appeared to be newspaper. He saw 
the man run down the hall and then turn left as if he were trying 
to leave the apartment buildingo As thi$ was happening WILLIE 
ANSCHUTZo who lived in Apartment 4Bo came out of his apartment 
a:nd went to the bathroom,, ANSCiitllTZ tmen told STEPHEN$ to loo~ out 
of his window .. STEPHENS said.that he then looked out of his 
kitchen window which faced the ~rraine Hotel and saw a lot of 
policemen scurrying about and people running' scre~ing in the 
vi~inity of the hotele 
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k. STEPJHIEKS ~tat®d th~t t~e mam who was in 
Apartment 5B had ~he~ked in ~bo~t 3:00 or 3:30 P~•~ on 
April 4~ 1968. B@ ~tated hew~~ ~~re of thi~ be@ause he had 
heard the landlady ~bowing him the apartment at, that time. He 
$l'tateidl he glanced ol!1lt of hi~ door W,llMil got a fairly good look a.t 
the mal!'l vh.o he descri'b<aidl ~$ ?r»eiiig @. "3'hite ~l@; 5' 10-11"; 
weighing 165 po~md~; ~l~~der b~ild; r~ddy ©omplexion; sandy 
hair; had a loqp ~harp pointed nooe; wearing what appeared to 
be a dark blue or bla@k ~~it 9 vhite ~hirt and dark tie. 

Mr. STEPDNS stated that the imnan vlhl.o he sa111 running 
o~t of the bathroom ~lo~ely resembled the•~ who had checked 
i~to Apartment SB. He ~aid he @ould only ~~e the man who ran 
from the b~throom from b~hind 9 b~t his general b~ild, hair 
«:;oloring .·and clothe$il w~re th~ si&ll.me as the individual in 
Apartme1».t 5B. 

·Mr.. STEPHENS de~~lfi.~d tb.e iimdi widual ~e saw runniag 
out of the hiat~room i&s foltcwws,: 

R~cf 
Se~ 
Height 
Weight 
Build 
Complexioim. 
Bair 
Clotllliimg 

White 
_llale 
5' 10-11° 
165 
Slen©ler 
Ruddy 
Sandy, sligktly o~ dark side 
Wearing dark s~it 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64). 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ____ 4...e../_6-"-/~6-'-8 __ _ 

Mrs. GRACE EAYRS STBPlBll!NS 9 Ap~rtment 6-B, 422½ 
Main .Street, Memphis, Teliilnessee, furliilished the following 
inform~t ioliil: 

Mrs. STBPHD'S s~id th~t she w~s il!ll bed all day 
o~ April 4, 1968, ~s ~h~ h~s lbl®eliil ill for several months. 
She advised that she heard~ noise, which sounded like 
a firecracker ~t 6 p.m., April 4, 1968. She said the noise 
sounded to her as if it c~me from the y~rd on the east 
side of her apartmeliilt. She s~id she did liilot think anything 
a.oout the noise as it was ieol!ill\llllAOl!ll f(Q)r trains to set off 
f irecrac:kers on the tracks ·omi tm. east side of her 
apartment. Mrs. STEPHENS said sh® heard soft footsteps 
©om.ing from out of the b~tlhlro@m9 'iiWhiclhl is located adjacent 
to her apartmnt, anM:I pro~eedimig.:i!?apidly «fown the hall~ay 
toward the el!lltrainc:e to the apartll!!)).einit building. 

Mrs 0 STIPHDS sr£id ~lble theD he&rd screaming 
and yelling from the east side of her apartment near the 
Lorraine Hotel at 406 Mulberry Street. Mrs. STEPHENS 
siaid she did not get out of bed at allly tim on April 4, 
1968, and did not see any(Q)ne leave the apartment bathroom 
and knows nothing el~ relating t«.:P the abowement ioned noise~ 

File # Memphis 44 .... 1987 

SA·~ ST.IPWffl M. DARLINGTON 
by __ a_n_d_· _.J_O_HN __ W_. ~• _N_U_B _______ SMD_· _:=g_miw __ Date dictated __ 4_/_5_/_6_8 __ ~-~ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



i 
l 

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date __ 4_/_l_Q_/6_8 ____ _ 

Mr. BERTIE L. REEVES, Ro@m 3 9 wouth wi~g of rooming 
hou2® looated o~ ~e~o~d floo~ 9 422½ S. Main Street, Memphis, 
furnished the, followi~g i~fo~matio~ to Lieutenant J. D. 
HAMBY, Ho~icide Bwr@au, Memphi~'Polic® Department, and 
SA FRAJRLIN L. JOHNSON,. lful:'o REEVES, who a«ivised he is 74 years 
of age, retired, f~~m~rly a ~~agli~e operator, railroad 
fireman and hotel clerk, a~vi~ed h@ ha~ resided at this 
address for the pa~t 8 yerurs. 

He stated that ~ometime i~ the late afternoon of 
April 4, 1968 9 exa~t time ~ot we~alled, he was in his 
room w~e~ he heard a shot. He ill!lllmedi~tely walked out into 
th@ large hallway at whi©b time tlhlekndlady 9 Mrs. BESSIE 
BREWER, and her hu~ban<dl FRANK, who o©©upy room 2, next 
door - to his room, als© ~ me out of their room. The 3 of them 
proceeded east down th@ lalfg~ hallwa1 or lobby of this wing 
of the rooming hou~e to th@ eldlt <dloorQ As they walked 
'l!Jown the hallway they h@ard scl'@si.ms «:::oming from across tke 
street to the east of thi~ building iiro the vicinity of the 
Lo:main@ Motel. Upon arriving at the rear (east) door, 
polic,e office:irs in the area iMt?'u<eted them to get back 
inside and they did soe 

Mr. REEVES advised he did lID@t ~ee anyone leave t-e 
build_ing 11:md does !lil.ot know who fired the i!hot anid has no 
way of knowing th® exa©t location ©f tb.cfl ~b.ot which he 
heard .. 

Be advised that earlier il.!'l\ th® afternoon of April 4, 
1968, and perhaps U"oun©I 3 ~00 P.11., 11 he had :ireturl.!'l\ed to his 
room after goi~g to Jim~.~ Cafe looated llll.@M"by. As he approached 
hi~ room, he ~aw a strange man ~tandi~g at the door of the 
lan.dlady e,s room. This man tlhier®aft®j!" left from the vi<eini ty 
of the door to the lalllldlady'~ jf'OO~ alll!d walked north across 
a hallway to the ~orth vi~g of this ·rooming house. He 
pointed out that th® rooming house lo~at®d on the second 
floor i~ actually lo©ated in. two ~ifferent buildings, but 
there is a~ en~lo~®d valkvay to~a~@ t~~ fro~t ofthese two 
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secol!il.d floor cal!il. walk from the north building to th~ south 
buildillllg. The w@oms il!il. th® l!il.Ortful buildil!il.g have a "Bn 
number, such as l-B9 2-B al!il.~ so fowth 9 whereas the rooms 
in the south buil~ing have l!il.O lettew ~f the alphabet follow­
ing the room nwnb~r~. This n~w t@nal!il.t walked th.rough this 
enclosed walkway f~om the south to the.north building 
where the "Biq rooms are located. He <dli<d not see him again. 
He pointed out that he ol!il.lY saw this man trom tbe rear 
and right side as the mail\ left the lairadlady'$.door and walked 
north to the north building. 

Mr. REEVES furnished th@ followi~g description of 
the man seen by him~ 

Name: 
Race g 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Bair: 
,Dre~~ g 

Gene:ll."al Appea~al!ll~e~ 
Miscel laneou~ : 
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Ul!il.known 
White 
Male 
25-30 
5 w 11 u to 6' 
16 5-i'n, poulilds · 
Av ®lt" 3lge · 
Dark, full he'ad of hair 
Bar® h~a<dleti:ll;' ·i:lra1 dark ~uit~ .•· 
did not se~ ,. ~h'iirt Ol" tie 
0<pJtOetty :neat H 

Mr. REEVES stated that 
this mal!ll definitely was not 
©:axrying al!llything when he 
~aw him and'the man did not 
say anything when he was in 
the mami. 9s pre~ence. 
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• FD-3 02 (Rev >4-15-64) 

/ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 

FRANK BREWEl,422j South Main Street, Apartment 2, 
Memphis, advised that \is wife~ BE-SSI~ BREWER 9 is the 
landlord of the room.inghouse at 422½ s~uth Main, Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

BREWER works at Velsicol Chemical Corporation, 
1199 Warford, Memphis, Tennessee. He arrived home from work 
abo·ut 5~30 p.m. on April 4 9 1968. He immediately sat down to 
eat supper. His wife told him that she had rented 
apartment 5B that afternoon 1 but she did not mention anything 
about the person to whom she rented the room. 

BREWER finished his supper and sat down to watch 
television. He figured the time to be just about 6:00 p.m. 
He heard a loud noise that sounded like a gun, but he 
thought it must be a firecracker. He got up and went to the 
door to see what had made the noiseo He opened the door that 
leads into t,he hall. He heard people behind the roominghouse 
yelling, i'Oh. God, help me: n He also heard some firemen fropi the 
nearby fire station running toward the Lorraine Hotel, and 
one of them said, 0 Someone has been shot." 

BREWER ran to the back 
porch. It took him two or three 
and get" it open. BREWER figures 
when he heard the noise until he 
was about 15 - 20 seconds. 

· '; out on the back 
seconds to urilock the door 
that the time elapsed from 
stepped onto the back porch 

As he stepped out on the porch 9 a uniformed officer, 
possibly from the Sheriff~s Office 1 ran into the backyard of 
the roominghouse and yelled to BREWER 1 '

9Get back in the house 
and lock the door. 9

' BREWER thought he was from the Sheriff• s 
Office because he was wearing dark green pants and a tan shirt. 
As: BREWER started back inside~ another officer yelled, "The shot 
crone from there, 0 and pointed toward the northeast corner of the 
roominghouse. BREWER thought the officer wa&llll pointing toward 
either the windows on the northeast corner or the roof. 
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• 
BREWER came back into the apartment house and 

locked the door. He looked out the window and saw two 
policemen on the roof of the building that faces Mulberry Street, 
and is just northeast of the building at 422 South Main. 

BREWER went back to his apartment and sat down. 
He did not hear anything until WILLIAM ANSCHUTZ, who lives 
in apartment 4B, came to BREWER's door and yelled, "The guy 
that rented the room ran down the steps 1 and had something 
wrapped up that looked like a gun. 9

q · BREWER did not go out 
to look for the man. 

The police came to the door within a minute or two, 
and officers were there the whole night. 

BREWER and his wife have lived at 422½ South Main, 
Apartment 2, since March 12 9 1968. BREWER never did see the man 
registered as JOHN WILLARD 9 and, thus 1 could offer nothing 
concerning WILLARD's appearance. BREWER examined the rent 
receipts dating back to January 27lJ 1968 9 and could find no 
record of a JOHN WILLARD living here before April 4, 1968. 
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On 

. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 4/6/68 
Date--,-------.,.._,.-

Mr. BOWARD BODIE VA~CE, 422½ South Main Street, 
Apartment 4, s~uth Wiq, Meimphis, Tennessee, fau•nished: the 
foliowimg imformation: 

Mr. VANCE said lhle was 911 int~xi.cated" fer the two 
days @f April 3 and 4, 1968. H® S$1d he went to the bathroom 
twiee·@n April 4, 1961, at 9 a.m. aimd at 3 p.m., and did 
ltll@t see any@ll'l!.e @r bear :!Ullf@ll'l!.® tl'))lf:l! those tW(Q) o~casioims • 

. VANCE said he lives alone in his ro~m. He said he was 
c<®mpletely Ulll!ill.Ware CJJf an:, a@tiwity @utside @f his rec»m 
for the tw©> above-mentioned dates. 

. ' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date --=4/'---=-l l=/'-6C....C8C...-__ ~_ 
l 

Mr. J. L. MESSER, 422½ South Main Street, Apartment 
5, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the following information: 

Mr. MESSER, sp@aking in a very loud tone, stated 
that he was extremely hard of hearing and was almost deaf. 
He stated that he did not know anything had happened that 
was out of the ordinary on April 4, 1968, and that he was in 
his room the entire d:ay. He stated he did not know anything 
had occurred until that morni~g, April 5, 1968, when Mrs. 
BREWER told him that someone had been killed. Mr. MESSER 
stated tbat he has been having trouble with his back and 
that he spends most of his time either in bed or sitting down 
in his room. · 

He stated he could furnish no information in this 
matter. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 
Date ------~--,.-~-

1 

FRANK M. MARLEY 9 422½ South Main Street,-Apartment 7, 
advised that he was home all day on April 4, 1968. He 
heard a loud noise about 6:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968, but 
he had been drinking heavily all afternoon, and he did not 
get out of bed to see what was happening. 

He, did not see the man who rented Room 5Bt and 
h,e did not hear anything unusual after he heard the ·loud 
noise. 
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