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Date _4_/_1_5_/_6_8 ____ _ 

TORRENCE No LANDERS 9 Pat:rolmm~ M~mphis Police 
Department~ furni~hed the following info~mation~ 

On the afternoon of April 4~ 1968g he was a 
member of Mobile '11:'actical Unit T~n which consi~ted of 3 
vehicleso Shortly p:iriol:' to 6~00 PM~ theunit stopped at the 
fire ~tatioln! located in the 400 blo~k of S. Main Street 
at E. But le!" Avem.11e. Doctor MAR''.!r'IN LUF'HER KING 9 JRo ~ was 
staying at the Lorraine Motel at the timev and the motel was 
located approximately one block from th~ fire ~tation. 
At approximately 5~50 PM on April 4~ h~ heard a ~harp sound 
which resembled a f ireai!:'m beiniig di~cbal:'ged, however v no 
one else paid any attention to the noise and he paid no 
further attention to it 9 however 9 a few mom.ants later someone 
in the fire station announced that Doctor KING had been shot~ 
He immediately left the fire station by the door on the 
northwe$t corner, ran along side the ~tation to a :retaining 
wall in back of the station which i~ also Mulberry Avenue. 
He and another officer jumped down onto Mulberry Street 
and ran to the Lorraine Motel where a group of Negroes 
were gathered on the walk beneath the balcony. There was 
a great deal of turmoil, and he asked one of the men 
present, from what direction the ~hot was fired. This individ~ 
ual pointed to the second floor windows of a rooming house 
on S ~ Main Street alrlld ~aid i ~~f!"om over tbe:ir.e e v, 

Officer FLANDERS immediately left the motel on 
foot~ ran acros~ Mulberry Stre~t 1 and l~aping on an 
empty 55 gallon drum which was on the ~idewalk~ he boosted 
him~elf up onto the top of a retaining wall. He then searched 
the ground in back of the rooming house for footprints, 
bowever 9 he found none with the exception of 2 footprints 
near a cellar door. It had rained the previou~ day and 
the g1round was ~oft and any footprint~ would have been easily 
noted. Just a few mim1t@~ la.tier 9 he was joined in the search 
by a deputy sheriff, who wa~ wea1t"iIDlg a light colored helmet. 
LANDERS.stated that hew him~elf 9 had no hat a,rnd he was wearing 
a·· light.· blue ~hirt 9 no tie 9 md dark blue trousers. 
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The groullil.d level p:iremi~e$ iim the a:rrea were immediately 
searched~ however, nothillil.g was r~veal~~ or noted connected 
to thi~ investigation. He also a~vi~ed that in a matter of 
a few millil.utes the area wa~ swarming with officer~ who sealed 
off the area illil. a effo:irt to app:ireheillil.d th®i inu:Uvidual responsi­
ble for ~hootiq Doctor KINGo He r~iterated that he is 
positive if aimyone had beel!!l. a©ross the :fjt:weet from the 
Lorr>aine Motel in. the area behind 'the :wooming house in the 
400 block of So Main Street 9 he would have been able to 
ob~erve the indivi~ua1°s footp:!l:':intis, however, none were note~ 11 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 16, 1968 

CHARLES· ELVIN STONE, 584 Orchard DriveJ Memphis, 
Tennessee, was interviewed at the Number Two Engine House, 
Memphis Fire Department} 474 South Main ·Street. STONE ac;hr_ised 
that he is a member of the Memphis Fi1"e Department w and has been 
in this employment for the past three years. He stated that he was 
on duty at the Fi1·ehouse on April 4, 1968, and was a witness 
to the shooting of DR~ MARTIN LUTHER KING. He stated that at 
approximately 6:00 p.m. on that d.atet he was in the rear locker 
room of the Fire Department~ and was looking out the back 
window across the street to the motel whe.re DR. KING was staying. 
He advised that DR. KING was standing on the ba.lcony outside 
of his hotel room, and was talking to another individual below 
the balcony. STONE stated that there was another man standing ~o 
the right of DR. KING, and a number of other individuals located 
in the courtyard directly below the hotel room of DR. KING~ 

STONE stated that as KING was talking to the individual 
below him,, a shot rang out, and DR. KING .fell ove.r backwards. 
STONE stated that he was stunned for a few seconds, and after 
.realizing wha,t had happened, ran inside to the center of the 
firehouse, and told both the other firemen and the police 
officers that were in the fj,rehouse at that time that DR. KING 
had been shot. At first the officers thought that STONE was 
,joking~ but one of the other firemen came rushing in sa.ying the 
same thing. At that instancei all of the police officers 
rushed out of the firehouse in an attempt to cut off the area 
in which the shooting occurred, STONE stated that at approximately 
ten sec:onds later, he went out the side door of the .Fi.re Department, 
and proceeded towards Mulbe:r.·ry Street, the street on which 
DR. K:ING's motel wa.s located. S1.'0NE stated there was mass 
confusion at the hotel as people were running to see what had 
happened, and the only ones he saw on the street at that time 
were the police officers who were converging on the area. STONE 
stated that he did not notice any whtte ma.n in the area 
immediately after the shooting nc:n:· did he :notice any individual 
wearing a white hood. STONE stated that after a few minutes, 
he walked to the front of the Firehouse, but stated that he did 
not observe any white Mustang on Front Street or in that vicinity. 
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STONE also advised that he did not notice a Mustang of 
that type near the Firehouse at any time during that day. 

STONE stated that with him in the locker room at the 
time of the shooting were Lieutenant LOENN:EKE and Fireman KING., 
both members of the Fire Department, and a Negro police · · 
officer 1 Officer RICHMOND. S.TONE stated that all of these 
individuals were· watching the hotel room at the time UR. KING 
was shot, and all saw the actual shooting. STONE stated that 
from the sound of the shot, he thought it came from the parking 
lot located north of the Fire Department, but that it could 
have been slightly further north. 

STONE advised that he was unable to furnish any positive 
information concerning the individual who fired the shot killing 
DR. KING. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ Ap~il J5, 1968 

Mr~ GEORGE W. L.,OENNEKE t 1390 Smythe, :Memphis, 
Tennessee, was i:r:rterviewed at the :Memphis Police Department, 
and furnished the following info:r'matiorn: · 

LOINNEKE stated that be· is a L.ieutenant at the 
Memphis Fire Oepar'tmexit 11 an,dl is regularly assigned to Fire 
Station Number· 2 ~ loc~ted at 474 Sooth Main Street. He advised 
that he was on duty at this location on April 4, 1968. LOENNEKE 
stated that at approximately 6:00 p.1t11h, on th.at date he was 
standing, looking through a peephole 1~ a newspaper, which 
had been placed over the window on the rear door of the fire 
station. He stated that he was in the locker room a.t the 
rear of the station, and with him was a Negro police officer,_ 
Officer RICHMOND; an_d another f1,:irerm1n named WILLIAM KING •. 

LOENNEKE went on to state that as he approached his 
locker, which was to the right of the window, Off.icer RICHMOND 
called him and said, Q'DR. KING is fixing to lea~e his-hotel 
room. 11 LOENNEKE stated that he then asked Officer RICHMOND to 
let him look at KING, as LOENNE,I\E had not seen DR. KING f9:r., 
approximately two years_. While LOENNEKE was looking throqgh the 
peephole· of the wi.ndow, he saw DR. KING standing and leaning 
a.gainst the rail, looking a.own to the parking lot,· saying 
something to another Negro male. Individuals by the name of 
BABY JESUS and Reverend BEVEL were standing to the· extreme right 
of DR. KING. LOENNEKE stated that as DR. KING turned slowly to 
his left to say something to the individual below was when the 
shot was fired~ LOENNEKE advised th:FJ!,t it appeared to him: as 

v- though DR. KING was looking at something or sqmeone that fired 
i the shot. LOENNEKE immedia.tely turned to POlice Officer RICHMOND, 

and stated, "DR. KING has been shot." He stated that Officer 
RICHMOND went i.n a ~rtate of shock at the sound of this news, 

On 

and did. not take any i~edi_ate action. 

LOENNEitE stated that he then ran through the apparatus 
floor, telling oth~r police officers that DR. KING had been shot. 
He· then went through the l u IH'lhroom of the engine house telling 
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the officers ill'~ that location that DR. KING had been shot. 
All police of:fi,cers, upon hearing the !ll!ew~ that DR. KING had 
been shot, immediately rushed out the door and proceeded in 
all directi.o:ns in order to surround the motel in which 
DR. KING was stayi~g. 

·LOENNEKE further advised that after he informed the 
police officers that DR. KING had, been shot, he went out the 
front door of the station onto Main Street, but did :not 
observe anyone ri.n:rning oln Mai.n Street or any pedestrian traffic 
whatsoever. In addition, he stated that he did not see a white 
:Mustang on Main Street after the shooting nor did. he hear the 
sound of la.ltl automob:ile leaving in a hv1rried manner. 

LOENNEK.E stated that while he was looking through the 
peephole, both before and immediately after DR. Kl.NG had been 
shot, he di.d not see any person on Mulberry Street wearing a 
light jacket or pull-over shirt with a hood on it. He stated 
that just prior to the time DR. KING was shot, two Negro females 
were standing on the second floor balcony, a short distance from 
DR. KINGo -LOENNEK:E advised that at the time DR. KING was shot, 
these women started hollering i.n excitement, and appeared to·be 
in a state of shock. He stated that both women, after realizing 
what had l'Uitppened, then. began to .attempt to administer help · ,,, 
to DR. KING. He also advised that there was a white man, without 
a suitcoat and wearing black horn-::riml.'l!led glasses, who approached 
the body of DR. ICING, and th.en le.ft to obtain more towels, which 
were being used to stop the blood cc,r~ing from DR0 K~NCPs body, 
LOENNEKE stated that he had seen this white man previously that 
date with DR,, KING 9 and assumed that he was in DR. KING's party. 
Approximately thirty seconds after i;he shot had been fired, 
a Negro male appeared on -the balcony, and started taking 
photographs of DR. KI:NG 1 s body. LOENNEJCE thought this odd at 
the time because the individual made no attempt to assist 
DR. KING, but was mo:r·e concerned with the taking of the pictures, 

LOENNEKE further stated that at the time the shot was 
fired 9 he saw only one man in the courtyard or parking lot 
beneath DR. KING's balcony 9 and this ma.ii he assumed was 
DR. KING's personal chauffeur. 

LOENNEKE advised that to the best of his knowledge 1 the 
shot that was fired came from the left of the firehouse and 
from a position which could. not be seen from the window from which 
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he was observing DR. KING. He stated that at no time did he 
see a white male running from the area 1 and could furnish no 
positive information concerning a possible suspect in this murder. 

LOENNEKE advised that he was unable to furnish a:ny 
additional information at th:is time. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4.;_/1_5.....;./_6_8 ____ ~ 
l 

:c .. , 
P~t:irolmJUil.IDl B3AJR1JNTEW Go OlIGIBI'f 1 !MI@ll'lliplhliil Poli©<e 

D@pa:irtm®~t, hm® ~~@:it"®~~ 4264 Du~~ Bt:i.f®®t 9 Haplhlis 9 T®~~essee, 
advi~@d ~ foll<0w~~ 

On April 4 9 1268 9 lhl@ w~~ a~~igIDl®d to a Ta~t Unit 
~hi©h i~ a~ em®:irg®~cy u~it. 'flhl~t u~it ~<O~~i~t~ of 3 auto­
mobileil with f<0u:ir poli©® offi©®:i.f~ im1 ®~©h :ai.utomobill9. 
Th® automobil®~ co~~i~t®~ of both ~®mplhli~ Polic@ Officsrs 
a~~ Sh®lby Cou~ty Sh®lt"iffu~ Offi~® D@puti~~. Dwring th~ 
day of Ap:iril 4, 1968, th® m®mbe:ir~ of tlhlat ®m®rgency squad 
did cha~,~ cars flt"om tim® to tim® ~@ that at diff~re~t times 
dwr'illllg the day h®p hi~~®lf» ~a~ ~idillllg with diff~rent 
polic~ offi©®r~. Th@y ~@~e d@i~g thi~ ~@ that th® members 
of th® Sh@lby Coul.lllty Sh@~iffv~ Offi©® di~ not feel that the 
Memphis Poli~~ IDep~rtm@llllt did not ~al.lllt t@ w~k with them. 
Shortly b~for~ 6~00 PJ.! 9 Ap~il 4 9 1968 9 th® 3 car~ maki~I up 
th® ~m®rgen.cy ~qu~~ or Ta~t Unit park~d illll the driveway 
(Of tlh\® fir@ sta:tti(Ol.lll at Hail.lll an<dl E • .IB11Utll®~ Str®®t~. That fire 
~tation. m lo<eateiial ml!outlhl of t!hl@ ro©lll11l.:i~g lbl.ou8§l@ flt"om which 
th~ ~hot Which kill®~ roootor HA~'f!N LWHE~ KXN@, JR.g was 
b@liaved to b~ filt"~~. A f@llll@@d illll pu-ki~g lot i~ located 

. betwee:n th® fir® ~t.atio~ al.lll<d1 that l»'UilccU.mig. Th~ 3 vehicles 
, maki~g up th@ ~~®~g~n~y ~qua~ w~~@ pru'k@d facilDl.g Main 
\ Str@<eit • . Two of ti'll<il v@llni@l@~ w@r@ tilid~ by ~ i<d\~,, alDl.d tlble 

third v®lmicle wa~ · diir~@tly b®lmiltll<dl Oltll~ of t!h\~ 2 cars which 
f ac®d oimto Hai ltll Stir@<fiJt .• 

H@ wa~ ~:ittim:tg iim th@ JLoultllg® ©>f th@ fir~ stat ion 
at Mailtll al.llld E. Butl@~ St:i!:"@~t~ ~h©>~tly b®fO:i!:"® 6~00 PM 
lt"®.a<diRig a n@w~pap@r wlh!.@l.lll lbl® lh!.@aw«t wa.ttlil!il.g of tlm® plate 
gla~~ Wiltll~o~ bellniltll~ him. Th® lou~g® ~:i!:"®a of that fiw~ 
~tatio~ i~ Oltll tlhl® ~outb ~i~® ©>f tlhl® b~il~illllg. He do®S not 
:i!:"@~all h@Uiltllg allllf ~hot but ol.lllly tlln® :i!:"attliltlll of tb® plate 
gl~~~ Wiltll@OW 9 , a~d imm®~iat@ly th®~®~ft@r th@ oth®~ m@mb®rs 
i~ hi~ em@:i!:"g®~~Y ~qu~~ b@g~ltll lt"U~~i~g @ut of the ·l.lllolt"th side 
of th® fi~® ~tatio~ buil~imig. E® ~al.lll out ~fte~ th®~ a~d 

, on th® out~id® of tlhl® buil~illllg he ~a~ ~urp~i~®d to fi~d 

On 

1 that th® oth~~ mmb®lt"~ of hi~ ®~®~g®llll©Y ~quad W®W® ~u~~i~g 
\ 
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towa:!f<d! theil' ®m®:!fg®i!ll.<ey v®hi~l®~. !Hf® ra!lll to Mulberry Street, 
but did not ~roo~ Mulb®rry Str®et a~ th®:ir® i~ a high re- · 
tai!llling wall at Mulb@rry Str@et. A~ he arrived at Mulberry 
Str®®t 9 other memb®r~ of his @m®rg~!lll~Y squad had gone beyond 
th@ retai!llling wall, had ~ro~~®d Mulb@rry Street, and were 
at the Lorraine Motel. They W®li"e ~all:iUmg out that Doctor 
MAR".lr'JIN LUTHER KXN\Gr had be®in. ~hot axmd th® ~hot wa~ believed 
to have ©om@ from aim apartm®!lllt or roomi!lllg hou~e north of the 
fi:!f® station. He th@n rm back to the em~rgency vehicle 
whi~h he had p~eviously b®ellll a~~ig@ed to pa:!!:"ked in the fire 
~tation driv,eway facing Mai1lll Street 9 and a~ he got in~o 
that vehicle 9 PatrolmaJJll E, E c OOUGLAS al~o gpt into the 
unit with him 9 and Patrolman DOUGLAS immediately·began 
putting out a radlio broadica~t that MARTIN LUTHER ··tlrNG 
ha«ll ooen ~llu::»t. 1 

· · 

He doos xmot recall ~eeing any offiteer n~ar Canipe's 
Amu~eme!!llt Ce!!llteir, 424 Miiti1lll Street 9 at the time he, and Patrolman 
OOUGLAS got into their @me~ge1lllcy U1lllit. Afte~ Patrolman 
DOUGLAS radioed the me~~age that KING had ooen shotj they 
thexm drove their emerg~xm~y Ulillit out oxmto Mairi Str~et 1 but 
ixmstea<dl of turlillilillg l.l'llO:it"th toward the building' wher~ the !Shot 
which hit Doctoll:" KING wa~ b®lieved to llunre been fired, 
they tur!tl\e<d! ~outh (Q)n Ma:irn Stir\'Elet, circled al"ound':(the f ilt"e station 
th®lfe 9 &lilld d~ove onto Mulbelfry Stlfeet and irn fron~' of the 
Lolr:'~ailill® Motel. They stopped momelilltarily in f?"ont of the 
Lorlfaine Motel Olill Mulber~y St~eet and thexm pl"oceeded on 
dowxm Mulbel"lt"Y St~eet to the lill®Xt street which i~ Huling 
Ave1lllue 9 alilld they W®lillt we~t Ol.l'll Hulixmg Avel.l'llue and a~ound to 
Mailill St~eet whe~e they parked their eme~gency unit in front 
of the buildi!lllg i~ which the ~hot which hit KING wa~ 
believed to have bee~ fired. He alilld Patrolman DOUGLAS got 
out of that emerg~1lllCY Ul.l'llit ~l.l'lld took a po~ition acros~ the 
~treet f~om that buildilillg Olill Maixm St~eet to watch fol" any 
~u~pe©t~ who might ~ome out of the buildiIDJ.g. He e~timated 
that it took he and Patrolma~ DOUGLAS from 2 to 3 minutes 
f:lt"O!m! the time Doctor l!ClrNG wa~ ~hot uxmtil they made that 
~iwcle arou@d the blo~k a~d came back to their poBition in 
f:lt"Olilli\; of the buildi1lllg Ol.l'll Mailill St:!fe®t. 

He wa~ dres~ed ill'll da~k blue t~ou~er~, a royal blue 
~hi~t, a da:ir"k blue tie, a~d a blue ~t~el h@lmet. H~ does 

95 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 

lffi(Q)it l'®(1:;:all a!lilyorm~ im1 tlm® ~nr@a wful@ Miglmit b@ <dlaJ~~l'ib®©l a~ 
~~al'f'i@g ~ light C©l@)r'®@ ~PP®~ g~~1!11l\~llllt1 «:J))r' ~®~~illllg a!lilythi1!llg 
~lh\i~h might )r'~~~mbl@ a@@@@. l!l.l@ do@~ rmot :ir®©all a1!lly offic~l'S 
irm a111i:f of' th@ po~i iti(a,@~ ~lo!lilg lMJ:aillll St:t'~®it ilrm fl'f'«:J)@it of tlhua t 
l\»1u1:il<dli!lilg llll<O)l:'tlhl of ith® fil.f~ ,~i.t~ti©Jflll ~lll!@:!re lhl~ b®l©l 3 po~itiOIDl 
aft®:ir th@ ~hootilffig. JH!e do@~ lll\Oil: l"®©:mll Pat:iri:ol1muuu OOLLAl!UILJl:TE 
o:ir m@y otlhl@:ir offi~®lf :!r"\lJ!!IBRllin:llg pMJt Uo So JF'i~tuir@~ t!Bil@ll1lll®lffit~ aft<elr" 
the ~hootirmg0 H® ~o~~ rmot :ir®~~ll ~®®illllg army offi~®r rm~ar· 
Callllip® ~s Alllli\U~®ffl®llllt Cemrit:ell" ~ 4~4 Mai1lll St:ir<@~t 9 i.lllli\m~dliatdy aft~r 
t~~ ~lmootillllg. Si@~® Jme al!lld th® oth®~ M®mp~i~ Polic~ Offi~®?'S 
\'!if®~® i@t®r@hallllgillllg ©~lT'S al!ll~ 'l'!W~ll"~ ~wit~lmi@g off t~ rid® 
'l'IW:ith lllli\et!Bilb~r~ of itlm® Sh~lbly C@ullllty Sheriff 0

l11£ Off:i~@ ID®puti@~ 
i,l!ll tlmir£i:Jt<> 3 ~m®lfg®1lll~Y w~Ihlicl®&\S 9 tJhl(g!J o@ly p®:ir~co1lll~ lbl® rGa!Th 11:'eJ©all 
afil b~i1lllg illll tll'll@ @[ffJI\@lT'g~@it~y V@h:iL©JLe 'l'!Whi~lhl ht® '\'!Wal&l a~sigfill~d to 
at th~ tilllli\® oft~~ ~~o@tilllli W®ll"@ Pat~ollllli\~1lll Eo Ea DOUGLAS 
al!lld Li®ut~llllallllt Jo Ee GJH!O~JM!LEYa 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _A--=p_r_i_l_1_5-',,'--1_9_6_8 __ _ 

WILLIAM BISHOP KING s 1776 West Lloyd Circle j n.temphis, 
Tennessee, was interview~d at th,e Central Police Headquarters, 
:and furnished the following inf©:rt'mation: 

KING advised he was regularly assigned to 
Number 2 Fire Station, :Main and Butler, Memphis, and that on 
April 4, 1968~ he had reported to work at 7:00 a.m., and was 
to work until 7:00 a.m., Ap:ril 5, 1968. He advised that during 
this work shift, two officers of the Memphis police force had 
been on location in the fire station condurtin~ a surveillance 
of the KING party from a door to the rear @f the fire station. 

KING stated that he occasicmally looked through_ holes 
torn in a newspaper which was being used to cover the rear 
door and to cover the su:rveilling officers during this per:lod. 

KING stated that he had been at the window observing for 
approximately ten minutes at the time DR. KING was shot. He 
advised that during this five or ten minute period that he 
observed,DR~ KING came out of his motel room, and stood , 
on the balcony for approximately three minutes prior to the 
time he was shot. He stated that an individual was standing 
on the balcony with DR. KINGi, and that DR. KING appeared to be 

~ talkinv to someone in the courtyard. At this time, KING heard what 
sou~ded to be a shot~ and he noted DRo KING fall on the balcony. 
KING advised that he thought that it was a rifle shot because the 
sound had a zinging tone to it. Immediately DR. KING fell, 
confusion broke out in the motel. KING advised that he kept his 
eyes on the balcony, and did not actually look around the area, 
and that he, himselfi was in a stunned state. At this time, 
someone else in the firehouse made the statementi ivLet me see 1

11 

and he, KING, moved. away from the door, and this person moved 
to the door. KING could not identify this person 1 and advised 
that he moved back into the firehouse proper. 

KING stated that at the time he was observing the 
motel, that a Negro officeri a CHARLES STONE, and Lieutenant LOENNEKE 
were also at the window. He stated that he could furnish no further 
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names of individuals who might possibly have been <>bserving 
the motel at the time DR. KING was shot. 

KING advised that he thought a shot came from his left~ 
and that at the time he heard the shot, that KING fell approximately 
the same instant; however, KING stated he could IIIOt see any 
buildings to the left of where he wa~s standing nor could he see 
the open lot to the left of the firehouse. KING advised that he 
did ~ot see a~yone outside the building, other than those persons 
in the KING grit:n..1p, prior to the shot. He ~lso advised that 
following the shot, he did not see any policeman or any other 
individual in the street before he moved away from the window. 

KING advised that he could not identify any otµer 
persons whom he had seen o~ the balcony either prior to or 
following the shooting of DR~ :KING as he was not famili:iu.•· with 
these individuals by name. He does recall seeing a Negro woman 
in the doorway of the motel room two doors down from the room 
of DR., KING immediately after the shooting. He also recalled 
that the i.ndividual standing' by DR., KING at the time of the 
shot wa~ crawling around on the balcony attempting to aid 
DR. ICING. He advised that his view was restricted to either 
side, and that because of the manner 'i.n which the holes were placed 
in the newspaper, he could only see straight ahead to the motel. 

KING could furnish no further information concerning 
individuals who might have· been in or around the mot;el at 
the time of the shooting~ and could furnish no information 
concerning any automobiles outside the fire station :as be had 
not gone out of the station immeclliately followilrllg the shooting. 
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Date _4_/_1_5_f_6_8 ____ _ 
l 

Pat~olmal!ll WELLXB ~. GROSS, M@mphi~ Poli©@ Department, 
h@me a<dl@ir®~~ 4728 Tutw:il@:il" ~ Hielll11,pltl\i~ » acdlvi~e«ll :a~ foll«:>'11~: 

OIDl Ap~il 4~ 1968 9 h@ 'Ila~ a~~igfill®cdl to Olm~ of 3 
@m®~g®~©Y u1mit~ whi©h mak~ up wh~t i~ ©all@<dl a Ta©t: Unit for 
©o~t~ollifillg any cdli~tm?ban~e~ whi©h might «:>©©U~ i@ Memphis. 
Tb©lfJJ® 3 ®m@lt"g®fill©Y u@it:fiil :!ll.:it0 @ m@.<dl® up of 4 m@i.mv ~a©lll of both · 
Memphi~ Polic@ Offi©@1t"~ aim~ lD@puti~~ of th@ Sh®lby Cou@ty 
Sh~:iriff "~ Off i©® o lDIJJlriIDlg the day of Ap'-t"ill 4 9 1968, th~ men 
a~~i11m~d to tho~® uimit:~ chalfllg@~ from @fill® ©a~ to th@ other~ 
lF10ir" that :w~a~ollll, lh\® @!©®~ !11\©t lr®©all Wlhl<Ol wa~ i~ th® ®m~:irg@D©Y 
v@!mi© l~ wi tlhi him <.dlwrillllg tlbl®J l~te® af te'.ll."llllOO)Tu of Ap:ir il 4 9 1968, 
~X©®pt P~t:irolmallll BELL DU F01DJR {pho@@ti©). . 

Shortly b®for~ 6~00 PM~ April 4 9 1968~ th~ 3 
~·@~g@llll©Y Ullllit~ park@d at th® fir@ ~tatiOllll at Mai!l1\ alllld 
E. Butler St~~~t~~ Memphi~ 9 ~o that t~®Y might tak~ a ~est 
b:ir~ak. Si!lll©e lhli~ wif~ lbla~ ju~t gott~llll out of the ho~pital 9 

!hi~ w@llllt to th@ t®leplhl©llll~ illll tlhl® fi~~ ~tatioim to ~all and see 
Jbl(J)W ~h® was f~~li@g 9 a~ th® oth~:ir m~llll w~r~ taking th~ir r~~t 
b~~ak. That fir~ statiollll i~ lo~at@d ~outh of a building 
Ollll Haillll St~~et illll wb.i~h a ~hot whi~h kill~d ~octor KING is 
b~liltilv~d to b.av~ b@®lrll. f ir~@l. Beitw@@llll th~ fire ~tat:iollll airad , 
that buil<dlillllg is a f~l!ll(Cffl illll pairki1mg JL(C)it with a gat® in front,o 

I 

As h(f;) waiflJ tallld,1mg with lrnia:i1 wif ® 1 h~ siaw the oth<eir.,: 
ffll~llll illll hi~ ~merg~llllCY Ullllit b®gallll rUllllllllillllg o~t of th~ fi~e 
~tatio@. H~ do®~ llllot ~®~~11 h~a~illllg allllY ~hot, but h~ k~~w 
~methillllg wa~ wro1m1 ~lllld h@ illlmlllll@~iately told hi~ wif~ hehad 
to l@~v~ allll~ woul~ c~ll h®~ lat~~. H~ ~a@ out of the fiwe 
~t~tiollll aft®~ th® othe~ mellll alllld tu~llll~d ®ast 01mc@ out~ide the 

fi:!L"tSJ ~ta!lt:iom1, a!tll.©l h@J rallll towar(dl lM'tUJ.lb@:ir'r>Y St2r@et aua<CI the Lolt"raine 
~ot~l. SillllC~ a high r~taillilillllg '@all i~ lo©ait~d at Mulb~wry 
Stlf."@l@t, b® lrl\~V~E" ©l"OS~~cdl tlhlat !"Gitai@illili wall Ole' M:ulb~irlt"Y 
Si!:J!"@ll<St 9 but wheim h~ arll"i v11d at that poil!ilt some of the other 
poli~e offi~@:irs who h~~ ~~oss~d Mulberry dd ~ho were at the 
Lo:w:irai@~ Mot~l call~d oUJLt thrat Do~tor l'.!.NIG ba<d beelI!l. shot and 
they b~lieve~ tbg shot ha~ ~om~ from iblhi~ building north of. 
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th@ fi~e st~tion. Her~~ b~~k thr@uglh th~t p~ss~gew~y 
wlbii~h is b®tw~ien the firie t:rt!filti©D ~ind th® f~llll~®d in 
lot just north of the fir® st~tion to ~~i~ Stre®to When 
he ~rriv®d :i!!.t Mla\in Str@®t, lh® r®©at\lls t!mreir® W®I"® 2 Memphis 
Poli©® Offi~ers rind ialso w. Dieputy Slbl®:iriff ~lre~dy on M~ill'h 
St:r0e®t in front of tlhlie b1ll!ilding wher® tllil® s!!u»t w~s believed 
t,o h~ve been fired fromw h@i'll'tlVfH" 9 h@ ~&1.nrnot identify either 
of tlhlo:se 3 office'if"~," !Jrr-tl tillok rqJ ~ p©si tio!lll in front of 
Ccanipe Amus®Jmerirt G~nter 1d_ 424 S. ,l\Al~in Stre~t 9 M<eJmphis. Hie 
~ctuial.lly stood on Main St:r'eet in front of tlhlw.t doorwray. 
After he took up his positionp he r~c~lls seeing~ satchel 
and a rifle in the doorwal1y in fro10rt of him. Tfhlose items 
were lying on wh~t appear~d to be~ green piece of cloth 
m~teri$l which appeared to be a bl~nket or bedspread. He 
did not touch ta.ny of th~t materi~l 9 nor did! he go nei~r it 9 

but he did w~tch it from his po6ition. 

Shortly after he took up his position 9 which w~s 
within 2 or 3 minutes ~fter he received the report that Doctor 
KING had been shot~ he remained ~t th~t spot until the iill­
vestigation w~s completedo Immediately ~fter he took his 
position, 2 other members of the emergency :sqtuiiil.d C$1.me to the 
parking lot~ which w~s betwe®n the b'il.llilding in which he was 
then standing iillnd the fire st~tion. Those officers went into 
th~t parking lot and se~rched it thoroughly for anyone who 
might be hiding therein, incl'il.llding w.. clump of bushes located 
at the b~c:k of the piarking lot ~t the ret~ining w&tll. After 
they fmmd l!'.l\O one hiding in th~t ~r®&ll, they came out 9 locked 
the g~te on the parking lot 9 ~nd the 2 men stood there to 
guard t!h1fll.\t giate. 

A:fter hie h~d stood at his position for a short 
time~ &\n individual v who app:ar®filltly Wills tlhl® oper&1tor of 
Cai.nipe Amusem®nt Center 9 c~me cmt alnd info:r'med him th1art he 
h~d been ordered to the Memphis Police St~tion to m~k® ~ report 
@f what he lhl~d seeim. He ilnlform®d th~t individui&l that hie 
©ould not le~.ve the ~rea until h@ {GROSS) had cl®J~red it with 
his sup~rior officer. After h® cle~r~d it with his superior 
o.f f iC®J:t', he told thie ind i widU[li\l to go alhle&td. Thmdt m®n th~111 
got into his pick-up truck which w~s p~rk~d on M~in Str~~t 
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b®tween th~ building he wa~ ~t~nding in f~ont of and the fire 
~tation and drove away, appar®ntly to the polic® ~tation. · 

GROSS advis®d that h~ ob~erved In~pe~tor M. Eo 
ZACHARY, M:<e!Mlphi.~ Poli~e Departm®1!1lt Homi©i«fils Squad~ and 
anoth~r offi~er of th~ Homi~ide Squad, 1!1lame unkn~n, oome 
to the area and coll~ct®d the ~atch.~l, rifl~~ and gree~ 
cloth. ··mat(!;l)ria.l which he ha©l be~IDt ~t~mJ.dirng iim flt'ont of. JH:e 
)l'J).Ot~d they did ID'lot tir:m©h any of tltuJi~® items, but used 'hand­
k<e:rc:h:i.efs to pick it up. They plac®d the rifl~ and the 
sat~hel in th~ gr,een cloth material, themi they picked up 
th~ gireemi cloth COID!t :airut;lUllg th~ oth®r i tern.~ :¼Ulld took it al 1 
to police headquarter~. GROSS oooerved thi~ from a distance 
of approximately 10 to. 15 f~~t. 

on April 4, 1968, h® wa~ w~aril!'llg dark blue trouser~. 
a royal blue shi:rt, a dark blu~ tie, am! a bluG steeil helmet~ 
Be does miot recall al!l'Jyomie in th® rur~a who might have been · 
wearing ami upper garm~nt which might be d~~crib~d as 
white or lisht colcr~d, and who was wearing an item of cloth­
ing which might be described a~ a hood. H® doe~ not recall 
~~eing Patrolman 001,LAJH!JI~.I or a@y otb~r> police officer 
?''U11il!tll.i!tll.g on Mai)!ll SiJreet !Ol.erur_.the U,. Sn; Fixture~ _office 
mom~~ts after th~ ~hooti!Ol.g. · 

, H~ advi~ed 'w!lu~m th~ 3 ~merg~n~y ~~:t t~' :prurked by· the 
fir~ ~t~tiolI'll ~hc~tly b~for~ 6~00 PM; April 4, 1968, th~y parked 
in the fi?'e ~tatiolm driw~way facilmg the unit~ towa:ird i!ilouth 
Mai!tll. Street. Two em®rg~!tll.©Y U!tll.it~ w~r~ pa?'ked ~ide by side 
alllld .. thl!I!l thi:r'd unit was park(i@dl «:lliir>~©tly behind one of the front 
two. He surmi~~d that if the p~r~o!tll. who ~hot Docto~ KING 
ha!dl·fired th~ llh©t from the bu:i..ldiirn1 no:rtth. of'the fir'e 
staation O!lll Msiiim Street, :1u11«ll that irm<dl i vitdlual. lu1~ then run 
out· of the building oimto Maillll Stre~t an©! hid '"turnlld siouth on 
Main Street, tbG f1r~t thing that in~ividual would have seen 
would have been 3 police car~ in the driv~wa1 of the fire 
statione Although thos~ 3 ~m~rgency police vehicles were 
unmanned, he feel~ that i~ possibly whatb.l.pp~ned in this 
in~tanc~ and that i~ why th~ ~usp~ct dropp~d the ~ifle, 
~at©hel :al!l'Jd gr~en cloth blaimk~t O)l" b~«ll~pread, which was in 
frodt of the Caimip~ · Amu~eme!tll.t Ce1mtfllr at 424 s. Main Street .• · 

', 
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1 Date 4/6/68 

Mr. CHARLES HARDY H..lJJLEY, Advertising Layout 
Department, National Food Company, 1797 Sol;lth Floi-ida 
Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, fumisked the follow;ing information: 

Mr. H.:OUY said that he parked his car ~ little 
south of the Canipe Amusement Company, 424 South Main Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee, at 4:45 p.m., on April 4, 1968. He said 
that his car was facixg in a northerly direction and was 
immediately behind a white Mustang vehicle of an unknown year, 
which was immediately in front of the Canipe Amu~ement Comp~ny. 
H"VJRLEY said he saw one white male in the Mustang car but qould 
~urnish no physical description of the man as it wa$ too dark 
in the man•s car to enable him to get a good look at the man. 
Mr. H:UIU.,EY stated that he looked at the license plate ot tbe 
.Mustang. and believed it to be an Arkansas license with the 
first two letters being 0 AL." Mr. HURLEY said he could not 
be positive of the two letters "AL" on the license, but he 
believed these letters did appear on the license. 

Mr. H:tmLBY said that he could furnish no further 
.cc:',, ,,information regarding the white Mustang. and its lone occupant 
Vftt -as he, Mr. HURLBY, drove away at 4 :48 p.m. on April 4, 1968, 

and the man was still in the car whel) .. he left. 
~ , ~ I 
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4/5/68 Date ----------
PEGGY JANE HURLEY, customer services, Seabrook 

Wallpaper Company, 421 South Main Street, Memphis, -advised 
that at about 4:45 Pom .. , April. 4, .1968, one of the gix-ls in 
1;:he front showroom called to her,and told her t'hat. h,er bu"~and 
was waiting on the street from hero' Vpon hearing this she we~t 
to the sh<>wroom and told the !girl that was not 'her h'1sba'1d,'s 
wht:t:• Falcon 1'>111t it. was a whi t.e Mus·tang,. A few minutes later 
Mr't '~ . <RUlUBY stated that he1: hijlilbaitlld did pull up in their yhi te 

. Fel,p'on al)d parked behind the white Mustang which was ' parked in 
f:t~nt ofCanipe•s Amuse$ents directly ~eross the street,., She left 
work, cro,sed the st•reet and proceeded home with h-r hu$band. · 
She said that when they arrived home they heard on the news that 
MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot at the Lorraine Hotel, and th~t 
the suspect had gbtten away in a white Mustango She said that she 
and··her huspand began to talk abou.t, the ·white Mustang whic::h was 

~ parked right in front of her husban.d•~•car when ae picked her 
up on Main Street .. She said her husband told her that he ,ietic::ed 
that this Mustang had Arkansas license pl~tes on it. He a.lso 
said that he noticed a white man sitting in the Mustang. He·said 
he was ,wearing what appeared to be a dark suit. ·Mrs. ~x.EY 
stated she did remember a man sitting in· the car when sh• left 
work, but she cC>uld not deter.mine what kind of clothe, '\\e was 
wearing or wnat color hair he'hado 
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ELIZABETH COPELAND,, cu~tomer servic~s 11 · ,i.~e1abrooltj , 
Wallpaper Company, 421 South Main Street, Mempliis/i 1advisedf that 
at about 4:45 p.m., Ap+il 4(1 1968 11 she saw a white cat',P,"111 up 
and park c\Cross ·the streeto She said:,that she call:,ed to .. PEGGl 
HURLEY tf>•:-tell her that ha: husband had arrived as he usually . 
did at this time d.ailyo When PEGGY came to the front sh~• 
:she looked out t.he wblldow and told ker,. ELIZAB~TH COPE~; . 
that '.the. car ac:r~ss · the street 'tfas I;'Ot her hushanciUs'c~a:1roa:tLIJ:t ,..,,as. a 
Mustang. She state? she lGoked again ~t the. car and saw·--t!e~~ was a 
white man with dark hair s.itting in the driver•s.seat. She addfd 
that she believed the man was wearing a dark colored coat •. M~s. 
COPELAND stated Mrs. mmLEY•s husband pulled up .. in a few· mi:~'4t•s. .. · . 
and then proceeded to leav~ with his wife •. At 5:20 Mrs~ e~P$~: 
stated that her h,usband who normally pickeq. her up daily -attl;tmpf• 
to park across the streebi;:. but the .curb was completely filled with 
vehicles, and he had to. double park next. to :the white car whicb,,.·.; .. 
she thought was a Mustango ·She.said when her husband arrived. she 
left wo~k, crossed th~ street ud got in her huspand's car and 
left for heme. · She advis~d when she went to get _in· her husband.'s 
car she noticed that there was no one sitting in the whtte Mu~tan9. 
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Mrs. FRANCES B. THO~PSON, Bookkeeper, Seabrook Wall 
Paper company, 421 South Main Street, ··~phis, Tennessee, advised 
that she finished ,work on April 4,' 1968, at a.pproxintatrely 4,:30 
p~m., and was in the company showroom at the front of tb~ store 
waiting for her daughter~ She said that at a.bout 4:30 oi- 4:46 
Pam~, she s.aw a white automob:Ll..e. drive up and park across th~ 
street from her in trc;»nt of Canipe' s Amusement company, 424 South 
Main Street, Mrs. THOMPSON said she thought the car belonged 
to PEGGY HURLEY's husband and that he had come to get PEGGY; however, 
PEGGY looked and said that this car·was a Mustang and that Mrw HU~L:$Y 
would be driving a Faleono 

. Mrs. THOMPSON said that her daughter picked her up at 
approximately 4:45 pom .. , and the two of them le ft the area.. $he 
said that ~en she left at. 4:45 p ... :m .. , there was a whit.El! male 
sitting in the front seat of the white Mustang •. Mrs .. THOMPSO~ · 
was unable to furnish any other information concerning this 
individual .. 
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DAVID HARRISON OWENS, Credit Manager, Seabrook 
Wallpaper Companyo 421 South Main Street, Memphis, advise~ that 
on April 4, 1968, in the afternoon, he was working in the' warehouse 
at the rear of the store .. , He stated that at .. 6:00 p .. m., he wi:lnt 
to leave the building in order to go home and he noticed that 
there were policemen everywhere and there was a great deal of 
noise in the streeto 

He said he saw a lot of policemen in front of the doorway 
at Canipe•s Amusement Company and he assumed that there had been 
a robbery at canipe•s Amusement Company .. He stated that he saw 
several policemen looking down at an object which was lying on 
the sidew~lk in front of the doorway at CanipE! 1 s Amusement 
Company and it appeared to be a large canvas object about twelve 
inches high and five feet longo Mr .. OWENS said that the object 
reminded him of a large mailbag& He said that when he went 
to leave the store with Mr. COOKSY and Mr. HOLT, they were 
questioned by policemen 0 and were given permission to leave the 
area, which they dide 
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Date _ ..... 4..,1....,tl.,,Sd-J,~'6W<8------

Mro GEORGE ROWLAND HARDING 11 Room 3, 386½ South 
Main Street, advis_ed that he is unemployed. and. that_ he is 
living at this rooming house at the present time. Mr. 
HARDING stated that on the afternoon of-April 4, 1968, he went 
t~ Jim 1 s Grill located at 418 South Main and ordered a bowl 
of chili and a quart of beero 

He further stated that he sat in the last booth 
with a person by the name of HAROLD PARKER.. who works for 
Yellow Cab. 

Mr. HARDING stated he was in the grill when a police 
officer came to the door and instructed everyone to stay in the 
grillo He said he learned later that MARTIN LUTHER KING had 
been shot. He said he feels certain he heard a shot, but did 
riot realize it was a gun that was fired at that time. 

Mr~ HARDING explained that he had been sleeping 
most of the'day and when he awoke he was hungry._ He said he 
had been drinking heavily before he went to sleep and, therefore, 
was not too aler.t when he walked down to Jim 8s Grill. He stated 
he does not recall seeing any cars on the street either being 
driven or parked and does not recall seeing any people on the 
street before he entered Jim's Grill .. Mro HARDING advise:d be 
cannot furnish any additional information concerning the activities 
that took place in the immediate vicinity of Jim's Grill at 
the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was shot~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _____ 4_,,_./'-'1=5=/-.6=8:;...,..,.,.~ 

Mr¢ ROBERT Da WHEELER 0 908 Emery Street, Memphis, 
advised that he is employed as a driver of a lift truck for 
Ms Ee Carter 9 415 South Front Street 0 Memphis0 

Mro WHEELER advised that he got off work at 5:00 
p©moo and walked to Jim 0 s Grill located at 418 South Main 
Street, Memphis© He stated that prior to going to Jim's 
Grill hewas wait.i.rgmthe ·orner of South Front Street and Huling 
Street to get a riae home© He said that when he was unable 
to get a ride he started walking down the east side of South 
Main Street$ Mr0 WHEELER stated that when he was almost in 
front of Jim 0 s Grill he was told by someone, probably a Memphis 
Policeman or a Deputy Sheri:ff O to go inside of Jim I s Grill and 
stay there and then the door was looked. 

He ~aid he was walking alone and was not aware of any 
activity in the immediate area at that timee He said some time 
after entering Jim~s Grill he learned that MARTIN LUTHER KING 
had been shot. Mro WHEELER stated he did not hear the shot and· 
he did not see anyone running, walking or carrying anything in 
the immediate areac He said he does not recall any cars park$d 
in the immediate area and does not recall seeing any car drive 
away while be was w~lking down South Main Street from the 
intersection of Huling and South Main to Jim 0 s Grill~ 

Mr~ WHEELER advised he cannot furnish any additional 
information concerning any activity th~t took place in that 
immediate area at.the time MARTIN LUTHER KING,was shot. 

Mr. WHEELER-said the above activity took place on 
Apri.l 4, 1968., 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date --~4-,../~1 .... 5..,_/~6 ..... 8..__ ___ --,-

Mre FRANKLIN WILSON RAY, JRo, 3639 Allendale Road, 
Memphis~ advised he is employed as a ~alesman by the Tayloe 
Paper CompanyN 420 South Front St~eeto Memphis~ 

Mr., RAY advised he left work approximately 5:30 p.m., 
· on April 4, 19680 and walked alone directly to Jim 0 s Grill 
located at 418 South Main, Memphi~., He stated he walked east 
on Huling Street toward South Main and when he reached the 
corner of Huling and South Main he walked diagonally across 
the street to Jim 0 $ GrillQ He stated he does not recall 
walking pas·t any cars other than STEVE CUPPLES O 1959 white 
Chevrolet which·was parked across the street from Jim's Grill. 
He said he recalls there was a line of white cars parked at 
the curb near the entrance to Jim's Grillo 

He said he was not aware of any activity in the 
neighborhood and that he was playing pinball machine and shuffle­
board machine when a deputy sheriff came to the door and 
advised that no one was to leave until further notice~ He 
said shortly thereafter an individual who he believed to be 
with the police department came to the door, ·requested that 
each one put their name and address on a sheet of paper 
and it was at that time he learned th~t MARTIN LUTHER KING 
had been shot~ He said he does not recall looking out 
the window while playing .the pinball. machine and shuffleboard 
machine, but as soon as the .deputy sheriff entered he recalls 
looking out the window and saw STEVE CUPPLES 0 1959 Chevrolet 
parked across the street and JI~ WALKER's white Fairlane 
Ford parked just south of the entrance of Jim's Grill. He 
added he also saw JOWERS 1 Cadillac parked directly in front 
of the entrance of Jim 8 s Grill0 

Mre RAY stated he was concentrating on playing the 
pinball machine and shuffleboard machine and was not aware 
of any activity in the immediate neighborhood0 He said it was 
not until sometime later that he learned MARTIN LUTHER KING 
had been shotQ He stated he did not hear the shot and cannot 
furnish any in:fo'rmation concerning the activity in the neighl;>orhooca 
such as people walking or running, cars parked or being driven or 
any other activityo 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 
Date ------~--'---~-~ 

l 

' 
ROSIE LEE DABNEY, waitres~J Jim~~ Grill, 418 Sout~ 

Main Street 1 Memphis 9 advised that on April 4 9 1968 9 she cam~ 
on duty at about 3~00 p.m, She ~tated that everything seemed 
normal up until about 6~00 p,m. when she heard that a shooting 
had occurredo She added that she saw nothing out of the 
ordinary, and could provide no further information. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 15, 1968 

Mr. HAROLD E. PARKER, 1054 Meada Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, advised he is employed as a driver for Yellow Cab 
Company, 581 South Second Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Mr. PARKER advised he got off of work at approximately 
4.: 00 p .m. on April 4, 1968. He stated he left the cab he 
was driving at the gas pump at approximately 4 :00 p.me, checked 
in with his day's proceedings, and then left in his 1959 white 
four door Rambler, License Number, Shelby County AS 6131, which is 
his personally owned auto. He stated he drove this car to the 
area of Jim's Grill, which is located at 418 S'outh Main Street, 
Memphisi Tennessee. Mr. PARKER stated that it is his estimate 
that he arrived at approximately 4:15 to 4:20 p.m. at Jim's 
Grill. He commented that when he arrived, he drove past the 
Grill, and parked near the intersection of Huling Street and 
South Main Street. He said he does not recall what cars were 
on the street at that time, but does recall specifically that 
Mr. JOWERS* Cadillac was parked almost directly in front of 
Jim's Grill. He explained that Mr. JOWERS owns and operates 
Jim's Grill. Mr. PARKER stated he cannot recall what other 
cars were on the street or what other cars were between his 
1959 Rambler and JOWERS' white Cadillac, but believes tpat there 
was at least one, if not two, cars between his and JOWERS'· car. 
He stated he has no idea as to the color, make, or model of the 
cars between his and JOWERSw car. 

Mr. PARKER stated he was in Jim's Grill having his 
evening meal of chili and beer. He said he was sitting in the 
last booth in the Grill with a person whose name be knows as 
GEORGE HARD.ING. He stated he does not know HARDING's occupation 
or his address, but commented that HARDING frequents Jim•s Grill 
quite regularly •. Mr. PARKER added there were a number of 
people in the Grill during the entire time that he was there, 
and that there were several young men playing the shuffleboard, 
ping-pong machine, and the jukebox. He said he was not aware of 
any activity outside of Jim's Grill until a Deputy Sheriff 
entered Jim's Grill sometime after 6:00 p.m., and told everyone 
in the Grill to remain there· until they were advised they. could leave,·• 

'' ,';!.' 
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Mr. PARKER stated be stayed in his booth the entire time, 
and did nQt look out the window at any time until he left .• 
He said be was not aware of what occurred out in the street, 
and in the immediate area until Mr. JOWERS asked him if he had 
heard the sho(O)ting. He stated he told JOWERS he had not heard 
any shooting, and·was shortly· thereafter advised that MARTIN LUTHER 
KING had been shot. He stated he definitely 4id not hear' 
any shot fired while he was i!Ol Jim. 's Gr:lll. 

Mr •. PARKER stated!. he did not l!llOtice any new faces 
in Jim's Grill while he was there, but commented the only> 
individual he actually knew was GEORGE HARDING, who shared the 
booth with him, He said he kn.ew there were a number of regular 
customers in Jim's Grill, and these were young men who·are employed 
by the'Tayloe Paper Com.pany,but 'he is completely unfamiliar 
with. their names~ / · · · · · 

I 

Mr. PARKER stated the only car he can remember on the 
street in front of or in the immediate area of Jim's Grill 
when he entered Jim~s Grill was Mr. JOWERS' white Cadillac. 
He stated he cannot recall any i.ndividual or individuals. either · 
walking or running in the immediate area of Jim's Grill when 
he entered to have his meal. He stated he can furnish no 
information whatsoever concerning the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING on April 4, 1968. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date Aprj] 15, 1968 

Mr. JIMMIE RICHARD SANDERS» 1687 Childers Street 
(Frayser), Memphis, Tennesse~, advised he is employed at 
Wood Parts, Inc., 1590 Texas.Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 
Mr. SANDERS stated that on the evening of April 4, 1968, he 
left his pl.ace of business at 1 Wood Parts, Inc. at approximately 
4:00 p.m., and took a bus to the Arcade Restaurant, located at 
the corner of CaUtpun Street a111d South Main Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, which i~ approximately one long block from Jim's 
Grill, located at 418 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 
Mr. SANDERS: stated he walked from the intersection of South Main 
Street and Calhoun Street to Jim's Grill, and arrived at 
Jimws Grill at approximately 5:00 p.m. He stated he was alone, 
and entered Jim 0s Grill for his evening meal. He stated his 
reason for eating at Jim's Grill was because he had rented a 
room at 390½ South Main Street for three or four days, which is 
in the immediate area of Jim's Grill. 

Mr. SANDERS st,~ted he sat in a 'booth fo_r a while 
and at the counter for a while, ordered his e~ening meal, and 
had several beers. 

Mr. SANDERS advised that while he was eating his 
meal, he recalls that at approximately 6:00 p.m. a Deputy S;heriff 
came to the door of Jim's Grill and advised everyone in the 
Qrill to remain there until advised they could leave. He said 
tbat at the time he had :no idea as to .why everyone was told to 
stay. He said sometime later everyone in Jim's Grill learned 
that MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot that evening from somewhere 
in the immediate area crf Jim's Grill. Mr. S'ANDERS stated he 
did not hear the shot that was fired that killed MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, and added he was not aware that KING was staying in the 
immediate area of Jim's Grill. Mr~ SANDERS commented he did not 
go to the window to look out after the Deputy Sheriff instructed 
everyone to stay in the Grill. 

Mr. SANDERS advised he was not aware of any cars or 
people on the street when he walked from the intersection of 
Calhoun Street and South Main to Jim~s Grill. He stated he is 
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• 
certain there were many cars both parked and being driv.e:1;1 on 
South Main Street, and that there were likely many people 
walking in this area, but added he was not aware of any particular 
individual or any particular car in this area. Mr. SANDERS 
stated he cannot furnish any information whatsoever concerning the 
shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
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OTHER PERSONS WHO HAD OOI!f.lrACT WITH UNKNOWN SUBJECT 
- · ' · ,prmrm-

·· YORK ARMS COMPANY 
. 162 S. MAIN STREET 
MEMP~S !!,,.Jr'ENNESSEE 

(Thi~ section of the report pertains to the 
pwrchase of bino~ular~ by the Unknown Subject 
on April 4 9 l9689 at York Arms Company, and a 
sub~equent inquiry that was made in the 
immediate vicinity of York Arms Company.) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAtlON 

. , Mr, :,RALPI{ MEREprrH CARPENTE~~ . ~:t.l'~},!;DU~J:;>in \~\!1,~:t, 
.. Memplus /;.Tennes~ee ,,rtele,pb.one. 685~5~18.·9:(a(}v:i~ed that· he'~l.S 'rt 
:,. salesman at. the York,;Jh:rli.s Company··'.1ocated/at:,t162 · South ~.in.in 

Street, Memf,hi~: ,'. ,::' ,,, '·' <f , :~~;:f '';' o\ \. , > . 
0

~ 

. ,,.... . . • .. 1 Mr ••. ;·CARPF,Nr~ai 1c'~~ca11s.: that.: ye~.t~:r:£laY);::i;AprJ:.1,e;4 9 , L,,08, 
·ne 'was in--,,the:'above/.me.nti,cmed .·s!tore\ talld.ng:~!·to qne · of,"•ithe· 

•. other salesmen in' tl1e 'store::when ·· an'::indi via'i.tal entere~d-i:fand · 
· subs0quent ly bo4-ght · from h:i.nt·. a·. pair; of, Bushn~11i{b:t~'bct1la;rs,;;.,;i 
This ind:l. vi<:hrnl· .ent~red'.'.itheJstore1, illt: aboutr4;iO.O i:n\d:,he :~·.:: '· 
afternoon, ·: Mr'. 'c.ftRl?E1NTER'' est"irfia titf1:'t hi&~itJ'1Cl:)e': the C()l'i~~c t . 
ttme and, in part, ·· ~€l~;t~·ht's;?'.·e.sttii1/t~,.,,,pi:i':the·;:tfac,t,.:.that:fi;.: 
there we:ro:\ pi.eke ts .~ta.,5,l'ing::~.~n,::Iti§ntI,(of1itl;t~f:i~to.re 1 at : that 
time.· M~/ C~RPENTEH",:r,~,~

1
~ll~lthatla.,~Jt. , n~t.ft.~1,uili~f?J'.;f?C~eded 

furtper/1.nto'>tbe';store Jie tU:rned ··to:1th1. . nd1yidual a.nd a~ked 
if he could "be.,of,i, as.~istanc " Thej:individual:,stated ,that<.he 
w:!.shed to p~rcJHt~'e'/s'oinc(fbip . a~~

1
),$a,nd M~4;1 .. ·.. TE.ift¢\~d/~1.:/\ 

tnm that• he· was.· about mtt·;'·o .1n~o,,ula:rs ap,.(:J dt'the,); " ·· 
only ones he,,had•:;i,n''':stock::were;;t~a;~fpair sel]Ji1ri'. $.~:OOifa,11d > ' 
nnother pa i.r selling.:·:r o,r,.tnine:t~-,some :1doll~:±s~~t/.?;{J:lhe,.,,indi vidhal 
stated that he b(;\lie.ve·aJ;these)were~\t~o 1 h:t'gti';;~p1~ic·ed ;for h.ifu, ',. 
and thon Mr/ CARPE:N'l''ER· rec;~ii);!e.i:L tn~ titJie;re might, be a cheaper 
pa tr o:r binoculars in i,the ,wihdoW~':lUJd\'a'(lvti$eq;, th~,l.tndi vidua 1 
tlrn t he would :f ir1d out, : fyI;r..~, CAR~,ll;NTER;the}:eupori 'went. to 
the d:h3play window in the':,J~ont .:qf::..;,the(sto:re ,and determined 
tl1r, t there~ was on display\a;'pai~ o.f'. Bushnell binoculars 
sc·.lling :for $39. 95 ... He brought thc.se bindcµlars bacll:: to 
tho customer and explalned: that· they W{.?:re 1. n:.JiJapaneSe\Jmpo1"t 
of better quality, 'l'he· .. indi.vidual se~med·to:.im;Ucat\~}that 
h<;;: e:lther recognized the ·n~rile .. or ,:that';he,•agreed' that}the:r.e 
W?re s~nne g;ood 1at?anese imp~rJf:f.<'.;;'; T~1~):<mjt<?J1lei,tf;1~ai.sed{the. . 
bll)OCU lars to lu.s. eyes 'a.ud,J.l,n '~Op,1,e::zJ~~c?.]PE/·I,,.;;: .\:.l)QW ~~J.a 1~~9 
by M:r C CARPI~N'rJm ,;2.;·;.nd ~,ca t,ed ·. t ha t"'lft~~~lffr~binh" tt~;r;If?;;~\; 
r,cceptabl<L · ,· · ·.:• , . .,..,," · ' ... · •.· · );:i: ·(r·.,.,,,:, ""·,.·. ,,,.'., · .. ,. 

SA ROBER'f w.: 'GOODWIN ' 
by Slh'RALPH J / LIEWERi+,: 1;?ac! 

-_:/: ;;. \ ,, ~., ;;.~1 .. : .. :.; .. •:,.,,,,}1~ •--.~_:r~~;- _, 
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}}):\... :.{/~:~-?' :: /' ·-
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just place them te the eyes and adjust the eye pieces. Mr. 
CARPENTER recalls that he wrote on the box in which he 
placed the binoculars the price $39.95 and the amount of 
tax which was $1.60 and,added the tw0 figures for a total 
of $41.55. He placed the sales slip and the box with the 
binoculars in it i:n a gray paper bag which bears the name 
of York Arms on its side. The binoculars were in a leather 
~r similar type carrying ease. The store does not record 
or m~int~in serial numbers for these binoculars and it is 
:net known what, it any, serial number was on this par'tieular 
pair of binoculars. 

Mr. CARPENTER stated that the binoculars were 
Bushnell brand and were 7 by 35 size. 

Mr. CARPENTER described the customer as follows: 

Race: 
Sex: 

· Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 

Eyes: 

Complexion: 
Build: 
Scars and marks: 
Regional accent: 
Dress: 

119 

White 
Male 
26 - 32 years 
5 feet 11 inches 
160 pounds to 175 pounds 
Blackor·dark brown, neat 9 

combed straight back and not 
p~rted. It was neither very 
long nor shaggy. 
Color not recalled; no glasses 
'WO:r'lra 
Ruddy 
Medium 
None recalled 
Nol!ile noticed 
Dark sai t, n.ot known whether 
or :not pants matched coat, but 
r~c~lls pants did not contrast 
with coat; color of shoes not 
known but not in sharp cont.l"®.st 
to other clothing; ~o hat worn; 
white shirt with noticeably wide 
space at the-col:lar, neat looking; 
d~rk tie with light stripe which 
covered entire tie, which was 
tied in~ long slender knot which 
did not fill the space between 
the coll~rs; tie was Doticeably 
pulled to one side, not in keeping 
with gener~lly neat ~ppearance of 
customer; no jewelry remembered. 
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Average fullness; not~ing 
~egarding th, eyes~ nose, 
ears· or .o.ther features 
:noticeable. Customer's 
hands were ne:a t 9 though 
nothing outstanding was 

. noticed about them~, 

Mr. CARPENTER recalls that the individuai reacbed 
into l:lis rtght_f'ront pantai pocket to g@t the money with .wtiich 
to pa1, for tile binocular$. Th~ money was not in a billfold 
or a moll,ley c1lp. The custom~r withdre'IJ two $20 bills from 
a roll which contained s~veral other bills, at least two of 
which Mr. CARPENTER believes were $20 bills. The customer 
also took a ,$:Loo bill from this roll and then reached. into 
his other front pocket with his left hand and ,secured two 
quarters and a nickel, making a total of $41.55 for the 
payment. After purchasing the binocqlars, the customer 
walked from the store and Mr. CARPENTER told· him to ''lmrry 
back" or s,me similar parting statement, and the customer's 
reply is not recalled, if any was.made. Mr. CARPENTER-does 
not know which direction:the customer took after leaving the 
store~ 

Mr. CARPENTER (l,¢)eS not recall ever having seen 
this i:ruliviqu.al before i~, the store or elsewhere,, but feels 
rela:tivttly .. certain that tf h«s? sees him again he would be 
able to reco~ize him. · 

The customer 9 while in the store, 
see any other <!merchandise such as rifles or 
ammunition of any ~ind 9 ~nd made no inquiry 
any other merchandise. · ,. 

did not ask to 
guns or · · 
at all concerning 

~ 

Mr. '.'CARPENTER stated that when the customer entered 
the store CARPENTER was near the front of the store talking 
to Mr. VERNON YORK. Further back in the store he believes 
CHARLES GIBSON was near the cash register, and Mro HUGH 
BADDLEY, a clerk, was also somewb~re in the store. He believes 
also that possibly Mr. CORDRA YORK, JR., may have been in 
the store, but he does not know,whether or not any of these 
individuals took notice of the customer. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date __ 4_/_1_6_/_6_8 ____ _ 

SAC ROBERT Go JEH~EN ~!!:lld SA RALPH J 0 LIEWER contacted 
RALPH Mo CARPENTER~ ~n emploJ®® of Yo~k Ar~ Company, 162 South 
Main Street 9 Memphi~o Ml'o CARPENTER wa~ informed of the identity 
of SAC JENSEN and heh~~ previo~~ly b®en i!!:llte~wiewed by SA LIEWER. 
He ~a~ told ~e bad an additiol1ll.~l g~o@p of photographs we would 
like him to view. Hew&~ told th~t no ~igl1ll.ifi@ance should be 
~ttached to the ~eq~enc~ or ~~~~!!:lll®~~t the photographs might 
be in when he ~al/W them. The~~ p!tilotorg:iraph~ ~®re laid ouit, one 
~fter anothe:ir, on th® ~econd floo~ ~~~Y from by~tanders and other 
employees in the York A~m~ Company. 

CARPEJJTER ~p@nt at le~~t tw~nty minutes reviewing 
c~refully e~ch of tM photogr~p~~. Ee expr~~~@d some hesitation 
for a time betwee~ ~ photog~aph of on~ RICHARD SMITH and the 
photogr~ph of ERIC ~o GALTo No illl~e~ aD.d no ideD.tifying data 
of ~imy kiID.d were :fUJl.l"Di~hed to CARPENTER in CO!ll~El©tion With his 
~tudy of these photogr~ph~. R~ did state in connection with a 
photograph of SMITH that he thought thi~ w~~ a local Memphis boy 
whom he might hawe ~een.. He tu:irm1@d t!mi~ pllllo'tors;rtm.ph over and dj;d 
reject the photogrwi.ph a~ illlot b@i!!UI 1deilllti©~l to the one to whom 
he sold the bi'no©Ul®.lr:!;ll. 

He ~tllJ!died caref~lly fol" approximately five minutes 
the photograph of ERIC s .. @ALT a!Jl\dl m®.d® «;j)Omm®lnts c,oncerning the 
appe~rance of GALTe He stated the hai~ wa~ generally similar 
to the customer b~t thomght it mig~t be jllJ!~t a little bit longer 
than ~heD the customer had been i~ the store o~ April 4. He also 
said that he recalled the c~stomer he w~ited on did not have 
heavy, bushy eyebrows but they were more like the eyebrows in the 
photograph of GALT~ He also ~t®,t®d he had no re~ollection of 
seeing GALT's teeth and tho@ght he had a ~mile when he waited on 
him~ CARPEN'E'ER also s®,id he had no independent recollection of 
GALT~s ears appearing as they did 1~ the photog~~ph, but he then 
~aid he did not ~otice th~m parti©~la~ly. He did furnish the 
following ~tateme~t rega~ding hi~ id®!!:lltificmtion of the photograph 
of ERIC S., GALT: 
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ME #44-1981 

99April 16, 1968 

~
0on April 16 9 196$ 9 I 9 blp!m K OID.1rpenter was shown a group 
of 5 pbo.t@fllrf£plnl~ 'b:, Slp<®@if£1 Al®Dit in Charge Robert G Jense• 
~nd Speci~l Ag®nt blpb. J Lie~e1r. After careful study of 
each of t~e~e pi~t@re$ X pl~c~d oy name on tae back of .the 
picture Vhielhl I feel mofilt !"®$®!!111lltilled the man who bought a 
set of binoo~la:ir'~ from !!111!® on Ap:!r>il 4, 1968 at York Arms, 
162 So. Jtiti,m . St • 9 N@minph.1$ 9 'l'\eJlmie~see. ·. I was · Qot furnished 
~riy na~e$ or~~, d~~@riptiwe ~at& ~egar~ing any of the 
pllhotog!C'ap~s sb.own~ . I \Va~ also told that no significance 
sko~ld b~.att~ched to anr seq~e~~e or arrangement that the 
pb.otographll were 11ll!.\o\Wn to ae. I did turn one photograph 
ev~ri &s I tllM>l!Jllglhlt I recorgnize©il. tb is to be a local Memphis 
boy. I did imot llM)'il'eJWfH' l'~<llClllti~® him as th.e person to ,rhelll 
I ~old the bino~wl~~~. 

"In Cllbeosin1 tlhle pl!D.otog:rii.plm I wa~ 1gaided by my.best recollec~ 
ticm .. · I :re~el!lllb~r> that th~ m1.im wlmo bov.tgllt the binc,cnalars · 
did !lot hiii.we heawy ~:,eb:rowsi ii.mid I.Were abeut. medium like t;he 
ones :la the p!motorg:traph s@le@'t$«li 'by me. I did not sell any• 
other bimlOC\Ullar'~ Olll\ April 4,, 1911 

qvllly 1iign~tl!!l°tll ~t'ltelit~ tlmat I am in agreement witll: 
tlb!e ilfl\formu.tionn 11et fo>rtb. cm ,~1e oime and page two of t~ is · 
&!ta telffll!G!!llt • · 1 

/s/ Robert G Jeoo~e~ 
SAC9 FBI, Hemphi~ 
April 16 11 1968 

/s/ klp~ J. Lie~~r 
Spe~ial Ag~~t 01 
April 16 9 19~s~v 

/~/ blph M. Carpenter 

It ~ll!.\ounl<dl. bl~ llil«>t~Ci.i t!luat tllle1 111ame "ERIC s. GALT" 
was imot fvimislbl~d. ito CADEl'TER 9 ltil.@'!f' ~&~ he in a position to. 
re~d th~ n~me ~~en he ~ign@d th® b~@k of the photograph,· Bis 
eorneludi:tmg xi~m.rm.'.!!:'k~ 9 ~b.ielbi ~®!"(el llffi\$.1.dl.~ ~t $.pproximately 11 :20 a .. m .. ,_ 
4/16/6>8 9 V®l"e to the ®f:fti)~t tlmil\.t i, ijvI dollli O t own a suit. I · 
~IU!.ppo$'je I will l\il~w~ to 'bwy il\. ~!!1it $0 tlmat I can go t0 cou.rt~" 

l'.i!l2 

I 
,·_1 

I 
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pn .t\p~il 16, 1e68, a g~o~p of five photographs w~re shown 
to RAI,.PH ftf9 CA,Rl>ENTJ!;R, an employ~e of York A;rms, 162 South Main 
Street, Me~~hi~, Teq.,_es$~e. The photqgraph'3 ~hat were shown to 
h~m ar~ ~bQ$e of: 

,J(?ffN E~WJ\:aO n!OMAS, Memphis Pol~c;e D~partment No. 32~06 

T~EOOORE JOHN APANK, FBI No. 3 871 080 

C1fll1'1VN CAaI,.i GlBSON, Memphis Police Depa.rtrnent No. 91407 

EJtIC GA~T 

ROBERT ~lERCE SMI~, also ·known as Ripb~rd Smit~, 493 aoward 
Street. Whitehaven. Tf!nne~see, USAF NQ. 147024l64, da~e of 
~~,t~ I -

Thilil do~µment contain!\ neither r~comml'lndations non concJusjons of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI ai:i,d is loaned to 
your 11-~enc:y; it and ~ts pQntentl" ~e npt tq be distribut1;1d putside yoqr iigency, 

--, 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
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The followin~ investigation was conducted by 
SA RAL:Plf ~. LIEWEJ.l, and SA ao:eERT w. GOODWIN at Memphis, 
'l'e~nessee , on ipr i 1 5 , 1·968 : 

. ··. ~J,". CORDR4 YORK, JR., 1~74 East Crestwood, . 
Memph1,.s ,. Tenn~ssee, advtsed tlla t he is one of the . owners 
of the York Arms Company.at 162 South Main Street, Memphis, 
and be doee not rectll seeipg an individual come into·"the 
stor, in tile att~rnoon Q:f ,April 4, 1968, and purchas~ .a 
pair Qf binocuiars from ~r. BALPH CARPENTER, one of the 
sale•men at the $tore. 

MJ-. , YORK stated that any money t•ken frem such a 
custo~er·wouJ.~,bf t;his time have been trans::t;erred to .the 
bal)k1,.ng ip1t:l'Cutio_, used ~Y the •tore. 

I'. 

Mr. TORK stated that the Yort Arms.Company·<Joes 
not handl• the ReJDingto,:GalDeMaster model 760rifle at 
this tim• and,,has not ha11(1led it for the past two or three 
years. He stated that the store has two oth•r branches in 
the c.ity •nd .,&e is certain tbat neither of these stores 
ha$ handled tt,tJs particuJar.:. mode.l Qf Remington ri::f;lff in 
the p•st ;several yea:rs; ..,<twever, to make sure he woulcl: contact 
t;bese. stqres and in tht Jvent .they. hllld handled .tbis gun 
J:"ecent ly ;\¥Oµl~h 1mmedi~ te ;ty C(l)Qtac:;t .. the FBI. 

·' - :- ' . 
?,Ir.' YORK advised that Mr. CHARLES (UBSON, a 

sa1e,rnan for.the store, is ·now out of the store and 
unavailable tor interview. He stated Mr. VERNON YORK 
has .left fo~ ~n extf~ded;~.:fishing ,trip in Florida. . ::: ·:i 

. Mr. HUGH BADDL:E:Y, ~537 N,orth Parkway, Memphis, 
T,nne$see, af;lvi••d that be is t'.t' clerk in the York Ar• 
Company, 162 South Main Street. He advised that he 
recalls that sometime on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, 
sale~ma~ RAU>U CARPENTER went to the store's display 
window and br9~ght back• pair of binoculars which Mr. 
BAODLEY btlieves CARPENT!R eventually sold to a cust9mer 
at ~hat time. Mr. BADDLlt:Y stated that he does not recall 
the customer and cannot describe him. 
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OLIVER REXALL DRUG STORE 
4115 HIGHWAY 51 S 
WHlTEHA VEN I TENNESSEE 

f 

• 

(This investigation pertains to the purchase 
of a Gillet"leshaving kit 9 which was abandoned 
by the Unknown Subject, and which was identi­
fied from the price sticker appearing thereon 
as having come from the Oliver Rexall Drug· 
Storee) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 
Date ---------~ 

Mrs. PEGGY BURNS, 4802 Rickard, telephone number 
397-0033, advised she is employed as a saleslady at the,. 
Oliver Rexall Drugftore in Whitehaven. Mrs. BURNS stated that 
.she recalls selling a Gillette shaving kit 1 which was in a 
clear plastic container, to a white man a little before noon 
on April 3, 1968. She stated that this shaving kit contained 
a safety razor, shaving lotion, shaving cream, hair tonic, 
and deodorant, which is all manufactured by the Gillette Company 1 

and was in a clear plastic container,approximately four inches 
by six inches. 

Mrs. BURNS recalled that a white man came into the 
Oliver Rexall" Drugstore ,shortly before noon, April 3, 1968, and 
asked her for a razor. She said she pointed out where the 
razors were located in her store, and directed him to that area 
of the store.. She advised the white man walked down to this 
area, and picked out the Gillijtte shaving kit, an_d brought ;it 
back to the cash·register, where'she was located. Mrs. BURNS said 
she could not.'recall any other items which the white man"; 
purchased in her store. She could not recall how he paid for 
this purchase, and did not recall anything he said while he was 
paying for the item. 

Mrs. BURNS stated that she got the impression f:x-om.-: the 
white man's activities that he was a stranger in the area, and 
she said she does not believe he has ever been in her store befo~e~ 
She said she·is sure that she has never seen him prior to the 
time he approached her, and she furnished the following d,$cript~on 
furh~: . . 

Race: 
Age: 
Height:. 
Weight: 
Hair:.· 

Eyes:· 

126 

White 
45 
s~7n 
165 pounds 
Black - could no~ recall 
he combed it or anything 
about his hair 
Color unknown 

how 
further 

4/ 4/68' · · Memphis 1 Tennessee - 44-1987 
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Remarks: 
Dress: 

Had a friendly smile 
Blue suit 

No further descrii'>tive information recalled; recalled 
seeing no sca,.rs and marks. 

i 

Mrs\· BURNS said she got the impression that this 
man .was alone, · and she believed he left the sto.re by himself. 
She advised $he· could recall no further iinforma·tion regarding 
this man's description or his activities while he was itll her 
store. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _....:::.4-<-/=12;._,:/_6:......;8 _______ _ 

• -~-~--;•:t1~~~~:J~j;;_;.,,,~,:~~·<7,.,. ,~~. -~:~ •~•--~~17t',r"',l'~.s~.• 7 .;•:~-~~-

Mrs • PEGGY BURNS, 4 802 Rickard? i-~~a+/;'~Wh . : ~iw:~:T:e-~ri~,!ii'si'e';: · 
was interviewed at her residence, at which time she furnisheq 
the_ fol.lowing information: · 

Mrs. BURNS stated that regarding the individual who 
purchased a Gillette Travel Aid Razor Kit at the Oliver 
Rexall -Drugstore, where she is employed, she further remembered 
that this individual was wearing a dark blue suit, which appeared 
to be a normal business suit. She b•lieves that when this 
individ.ual made the, purQbase, he already ha',i money in his 
hand when he approached the check-out counter. She could not 
recall the denomination of a bill whicq. he gave her~ After 
careful cQns~deration, she believed that he was between 35 and 
45 years of age, and was approximately 5'10'; tall. To the best 
of her ~nowledge, this individual came to the store on 
Wednesday, April 3, 1968. She said she came to work on Tuesday, 
April~, 1968, at noon, and is positive this individual did not 
make the purchase on that date. 

She does not recall recently selling one of these 
Gillette Razor Kits for several weeks. She cannot recall making 
a request for this item to be re-stocked on their shelf in the 
check~out book, which is maintained in the drugstore. She 
stated this book is u~ed tor the purpose of replenishjng stock 
when a particular item runs low on a particular shelf. She 
advised she did not work on Thursday, April 4, 1968~ She does 
not know which cash register in the store that she rang up the 
sale on, but believe·s ·it was the front register because she had 
given this individual directions when he f~rst came into the 
store, and at that time she was at the frorit cash register. 
She believes there were three or four other customers in the store 
who were total strangers to her. 

She advised th,at during this particular w,eek, they had 
a one cent sale, which was advertised in the vvwhitehaven Press" 
newspap~r. As a result of this sale, their volume of busine$s 
piqked- up, and attracted .many people other than regular customers. 
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To the best of he~ recollection, this individual 
appeared to be an "office worker type,'' and appeared to be 
a very average type individual. The suit he was wearing was 
v.ery neat, and looked to be very expensive. She noted that 
while this-individual wa.s in the store, he did not·hesitate 
in that he obtained his purchase, paid her, and immediately 
left~ 

Mrs. BURNS viewed the three artists' conceptions, 
at which time she stated that none of these individuals were 
familiar to her in any way, and does not believe that they 
appeared to resemble the individual who made the purchase in any 
way. 
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REBEL MOTEL 
3466 JAMAR AVENUE 
MEMPHIS,-TENNESSEE 

(This section ot the report ·reflects interviews 
with employees and customers at the Rebel Motel •. It was 
at this motel that the Unsub spent the night of April 3, 
1968, ua;;ing the name ERIC S. GALT.) 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date __ 4__;_/_1_2..:.../_6_8 ____ _ 

Miss ANNA CHRISTINE KELLY, Maaagfr, Rebel Motor 
Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, advised that her records reflect 
the following: 

At 7:15 on April 3, 1968, ERIC S. GALT, 2608 
Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, registered in room 34 
and departed on April 4. He stated on his registration. card 
that he was driving a Mustang bearing Alabama license .l-38993 •. 

Miss KELLY stated that the individual would have 
had to have left the hotel by checkout time, which was 1:00 P~, 
or his registration card would have reflected he was charged 
for two days lodging instead of one day. 

She further advised that her records reflect the 
following: 

On April 3, 1968, ANDY GAST, Route 6, Fremont, 
Ohio, registered in Room 35 altlld depaJril:ed. on April 4. WILLIAM 
BESTER, 109 Forest Avenue, Troy, Alabama, registered in 
Room 35 on April 4. Leonard E. Day, 5607 Highway 61 South, 
Memphis, registered in Room 33 on April 3. L. N. PAGE, 
1282 Abbe Road, Sheffield, Ohio, registered in Room 34 at 
8:30 PM on April 4. 

Miss KELLY fuJrther advised that room numbers 33 
and 35 are adjacent to Room 34, and that the only occupant 
of room 34 since ERIC s. GALT checked out was L. Na PAGE. 

Miss KELLY stated that she could not remember 
ERIC s. GALT, and in fact the only occupants of the hotel 
which she ever became familiar with were the people who were 
steady customers of the hotel. She stated that SARA LOVINGS 
would have cleaned 1:he· room immediately after GALT checked 
out of the hotel. 
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Miss KELLY made available ERIC S. GALT's ~egist~ation 
card to Special Age~t i~ Charge ROBERT G. JENSEN for submission 
to th.e FBI Laboratory. 
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1 
Date __ 4_/_8_/_6_8_, ____ ~ 

Miss ANNA CHRISTINE KELLEY, owner, The Rebel 
Hotel, 3466 ~amar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the 
following information: 

Miss KELLEY stated that a check of her records 
reflected no loss,of any bedspreads similar to or identical 
with the one left by the suspect on S. Hain Street, Memphis. 
Kiss QLLEY further advised that ijer records failed to 
reflect the names HARVEY LOWMEYER and JOHN WILL.ARD for the 
dates March 15, 1968, to April 8, 1968. Miss KELLEY said 
that her records reflected the fact that ERIC s. GALT, 
2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, registered 
April 3, 1968, and checked out April 4, 1968. She advised 
that GALT was driving a Mustang of unknown year and unknown 
color and had· the license number 138993. 

Hiss KELLEY said that a JERRY GOALSBY, Route 4, 
Ripley, Mississippi, registered at her mote.l April 3, 1968, 
and checked out April 4, 1968. She stated that GOALSBY . 
was driving a Ford vehicle but did not know the year nor the 
color. 

KELLEY advised she was unable to recall GALT or 
GOALSBY and could not furnish a physical description. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4_/_12_/6_8 ____ ........-,-, 

Mrs. HmmIETTA HAGEMAS'fER, Desk Clerk, Rebel 
Motor Hotel, 3466 Lammar Avenuet advised that she wa~ on duty 
on April 3, 1968 9 from 3:00 PM to 10~00 PM that day. She 
$aid she could not remem~r regi~t~ring ERIC Se GALT in 
Room 34 on April 3* but upon revi®wimg GALT's registration 
card~ said that ~he did regi~ter him in Room. 34 at 7:15 PM 
on April 30 She added ~he is ~wr® of the time because as 
she regi~ters a gue~t im the hotel ~he looks back at the clo~k 
which i~ on the wall behind her and writes the time on his 
registration card. This i$ do~e routinely because it is• 
hotel policy to allw the guests 15 minute~ from the time 
they register to de~ide if they ~till want the hotel roomo 
If within thi~ time they decide that do not want the hotel 
room their money i~ refunded. She stated ~he wrote the arrival 
time a$ 7:15 PM on GALTws regi~tration cardo 

She ~aid that ~he could not remember anything 
concerning GALT0 She could not de~crioo him or remember 
what kind of car he wa~ driving. 

Mr~~ HAGEMASTER was ~hown an artistws conception 
drawing drawn in Birmingham, Alabam.a, and said that the 
individual in the drawi~g wa~ not in any way familiar to her~ 
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~EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date _4_/_1_2_/_6_8_'\·_' ---~ 

SARA LOVINGS , 3230 Democrat , Road~ ME1lniph:i.s, 1maid ,Y 
Rebel· Mo~or Hot~l, 3466 Lamar Avelrll.ue, was cont·acted at· .her 
home and advised that·sne was on duty at the hotel on April 4. 
She satd that she went into Room 34 on April 4;i after ,the 
<>Qcup·ant· had checked 011:1t of :the hotel, so she could· clean 
the room. ·She stated I that she could ltil.Ot re11.1embe,r what time 
she we~t into the ro~ 9 but sh~ believe~ ~t to be in the 
early put :of . the after~4?on. She state@l that l!ID.@thing was 
left in Room 34 by the occupall'll.t or• el!ne would l'U!l.We remembered 
taking it to the desk clerk. Sltle .adde<dl that she could, not· 
remember ever seeing the occupant of R@m 34, a~d she paid, 
~o attention· to the cars that were park®d in t'111~ hotel lot•.,, 1 

She was shown an artist's com~eption \drawing which 
was ch°awn at Birmingham, Alabama, ax:A«i she state~ that 'the 
individual in the drawing did not look familiar ,to hell:'.• 
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l 

Mrs. SADIE MOORE, Maid~ New Rebel Motor Hotel, 
3466 Lamar Avenuej Memphis, Tennessee~ advised that she is 
responsible for the servi.ce to the rooms on the east side 
of the hotel. She stated that she very seldom notices people 
who check into the east half o:f the hotel G She cannot remember 
anything concerning the iimiividual ·who ©becked into Room 
Number 34 on the ev~rdnig of Apri 1 3, 1968 » and checked out 
the followi~g day. She further stated that she cannot 
remember seeing any Mustangs on April 3 or 4, 1968, and, in 
fact, she is ~ot familiar with the various makes·of cars, and 
pays no attention whatsoever to them or their license plates. 
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