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I 
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ME 44-1987 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

• • 
On April 19g 1968, t~~ w~shi~gt@J!ll Field Office 

initiated a check @f file~ @f t~e P~ssp~~t Office, Um.ted 
States Departme~t of St~te 9 c@~©e~l!lli~g JAMES EARL RAY, 
and nothing identifiable with MT W$~ l@c~ted. A further 
check is underway ~t the W~s~i~gt®l!ll N~ti@Ml Record Center 
at Suitland, Maryl~nd 9 in retired p~$~p@rt file~. 

In order to cove~ t~® ~ossibility that subject 
RAY may have recently been i~~~ed ~ p~~sp@rt ~nd the 
record thereof hta.d not bee111 received in Wa~hington,. Mr. 
EDWARD STOKEN, P.assport Offi©e 9 ~®nt ~ teletyp® ~ess~ge 
to all passport ~ge~cie~. The P~~~port Office iD 
Honolulu was ch~cked telepho~i~@ll1 ~ith neg~tive results. 
On April 19, 1968 9 Kr. ROBERT D. JOD'~ONg Acting Director, 
Pa~sport Office, teleph@ni©~lly ~dwi~®d SA KE!fflETH HASER. 
that all passport ~gencies h~d tel~typed W~shingt@n that 
their records are n®g~tive ©@nc®rning RAt. 

Mr. JOBSON furth~r ~dvi~@d th~t ha h~d issued 
instructions whereby the Duty Officer @f the ~s~port 
Office was alerted ©oncerRing RAY ~n~ in~truction~ were 
mate to all p~ssport ag~ncie~ t@ ~ef~~ imm!!edi~~ily to the 
nearest FBI office ~ny inforil!m$ti@~ @oooc~rni~g RAY and his 
intended travel. 

:a - w 
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ME 44-1981 

The per:i@d. ®f. tlhlis r@]P)@11:'t ]P)l'®c<ed®s tlb.l®J la~t perioq date 
of the last report 9 a~ thi~ r®p@rt ~@~t~i~ iIDlve~tigation which 
fer reas@ns of brewity ~er® @@t imcl~ded i~ the l~st 
report. 

Leads f@r @tb®r @ffi©@~ ©@1llltiIDl\l.ll8 t@ be set out 
by more exp@diti@~s me~~s th~@ by r@p@rt, ~IDld it w@uld 
serve ltll@ purp@s<$ t@ lbst ~u~lhl 1®~d~ i1lll tfmilSl rep@1r't., 

It shmlllld b® IDl@t®d: tlhl~t illll tlhl@ i!iltlBlrvieu' 
with perso~ who_w@r® ~t Ji~ 0

~ ~rill 9 418 S@uth Main 
Street 9 on the niglhlt @f 4/4/6~ ~t ~b@ut th® time @f the 
murder 9 they rep@rt s®eing ~ w~~ M~~t~l!llg p~~ked almost 
illll front @f Jim •s Grill. ".lr'lht® ©Wl!'il®Jr @f ·tllllis Mustang has 
n@t b®®llll l@c~t®~ alllld lbi(@li§\ lTI\@t v@l@ll'llt$.ifily «;;@mie f«:»rih. 
It is llll©t beli®V®d that thi~ ~\lli~t~lllig i~ p@:irtinellllt te this 
investigati@n ~lllld ~h@~ld IDl©t b® ©@llllf~~ed with the Mustang 
that was park®d j~st south @f C~lllli)Pl® Am~~®ment C@mpalllly, 
424 S@uth Main Str~®t 9 in w~i©h ~~:ir it i~ beli®wed the 
subject fled from the sc®l!ll®. Tlht® ©Jrime s©el!ll~ di~gram 
on page 4 @f refe~®nced Memphi~ :irep@rt illlldicat~s the 
positions, or wh~t i~ beli®w®@ t@ be th® ~pproxim~te 
p@sitions, @f the tw@ ~hit® M@~t~@g~ ~~ m®~ti@~ed $hove. 

INFORMANTS 

/All offi~®$ h~w® b~®@ r@~~®~t®d t@ m~intain 
cont$ct in thi~ m~tt®r ~ith cri~i@~l, ~ec~rity, and 
racial inform~~t~. 

Tb~ Memphi~ Offic® h~~ m~i@t~i~ed ~@~tact with 
inform~nts 9 ~@~e @f ~h@m h~w@ b@@@ ~bl® t@ furni~a any 
p@~itive iID1form~ti@ID1 rie~~~di@g.th® ~~bje~t @:ir his 
~here~b@ut~. 

LEAD 

MEMPHJIS 

/AT MEMffl Jl::S II TED,,,:, 

Will ~onti~ue eff@rt~ t@ l@~~te th® $Ubj@ct • 

. , ,_ 
WWW 
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UNITED &ES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIC~ 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

., ·Copy to: 

Report of: $A JOE C & RISTER Office: M@mphis 
Date: April 30., 1968 

Field Office File No.: ME 44-1981 Bureau File No.: 44-38861 

Title: JAMES EARL UY; 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KIM®~ JR.= V!CTXH 

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS - OON5JP!UC"f i 
UNLAWFUL FLI@HT TO AVOXD CODINEHENT = ROBBERY 

Synopsis: Photograph~ of ~~bject RAY ~xhibi t~d to peir~oliil.~ at rolf>ming 
house 9 422½ South ~ai~ St~®®tp M@mphi~ 9 to per~ons ~t 
Rebel Mot~l 9 Memphii~fp ~~d t@ ©l®rk ®.t Oliver Rex~ll Drug 
Store 9 Whitehaven., Te~~e~~®®~ ~ith@~t effecting a p~sitive 
identification. Sale~m~~ ~t Y@~k Arm~ 9 Memphi~, who 
~old binocular~ indicated~® ©@~ld ~~t positively identify 
1968 photograph of JA~ES EARL RAY~~ bin@cular purchaser 
but believe~ th~t ph@t@g~~ph i~ i~entic~l with purch~~er. 
Additional inte~view~ with @©©up~~t~ of Lorraine Motel 
set out 9 includi~g i~t®~wi~w~ with~~. GEORGIA M. DAVIS 
and Mr~. LUCRETIA B. WARD, wh@ de~c~ib® ~ctivities immediately 
prior to murder. Per~o~~ wh@ W®~~ ~t'Jim 0 s Gwill, 418 
South Main Str~et, M~mphi~ 9 @@ 4/4/68 int®rvi~wed. Infor­
mation reg~rding emergency ~c@m tr®•tment of wictim KING 
set forth. !nform~tion r@g~rd1~g Al~b~m~ dtiver's license 
and ~utomobile l"Eigi~t.rrfBlti@in illl th® l!!\~e of ERIC STARVO 
GALT ~et f@rth. Fo~m~r ~~~~g®r, C@~ti~~ntal Dance Studio, 
New Orlea.oo, Lou.imJi~m1~ P l@~~t~«i ~!!Mi @11M».bl~ t@ r@c~ll that 
~ubject ~ttend~d thi~ ~©~o~l in N®w Orle~~. L~bor~tory 
finding~ ~®t f@~th r®g~r~i~g evi@®~C® l@~~ted at Memphiso 
Lat~~t fi~ge~pri~t~ f@u@~ @~ th® Re~ington M@d~l 160 rifle, 
on the tele~c@pi© ~ig~t, @~ th® bi~@~~l~r~~ @nth~ ~ew~paper, 
on the ~ft®r=~h~v~ l@ti@~ b@ttle, ~@d @~ th® S~hlit~ beer 
c~~ b~ve ~11 be~~ id~intified with t~® fi~gerprint~ @f tbe 
~ubject. HARRY SER0 9 f@~m@r j~il~~t® ~t Mi~~ouri St~te 
Penite~ti~ry, int~rvie~®d. Additi@IDl®l p~.rr~O]jj\~ wh@ resided 
Economy' Roomill'ig H@Ullfile p 2l608 Eighlw.imd A venue, Birmiimg ham g 

locat®d alilld iIDlterwiew®dv with llll®g~:tive 1re~lll!.lt~. Memphis 
City Engi~e~r m~~~ur®~ di~t~@c® f~®~ ~her~ sh@t fired to 
where victim struck~~ 2ij1 f@~t~ !N VIEW OF THE CRIME.FOR 
WHICH SWJ'EC? JEEIJW@ S01DRGrll11l" 2 HE SHOlJ!tl!f BE CONSIDERED ARDD' 
AND b.AR@mww " 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and · 
its contents are not to be distributed lfutside your agency. 
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PERSONS AT ROOMING HOUSE, 
422½ SOUTH DXN STREET 9 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

Photograph~ of JAMES EARL RAY tak~n in 1955j 11eo~ 
and 1966, ~nd rif the bedspread r~cover~d a,t M@mphi~ on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STIPDNli 
A9ai"tffleBfit IS, 422½ South Main St:r~et, Memphis, Tenn~~se~~ 
STEPHEII ~aid the 1955 and 1960 photogr~ph~ of IAY we~e n@t 
:tam.tliar to him, but he advis~d tiu.~i 1966 profile phtrt@graph 
@f RAY app~~ring in Wanted Flyer 442-A~ April 11, 1161, 1.n.d 
Id~fititioation Order 4182 dated April IOi 1968, lo~k~d lik~ 
the 1uu1 he ~a.w in .A,partm~nt 59 ~n April 4, 1968, talking t@ 
M~s, iElllE BREIER~' STEPHENS said h~ only ~aw th~ m~n*~ 
J:r6':ti1e in th~ b~arding hott~li and a~ a r~~ult ~@uld @filJ 111.y 
th@ ~~:tile phCJtograph cf RAY in 1966 lc@k~d very fiittfJh like 
the a,bove m~nti@n~d man in Room 51. 

ITE~HDS said he n~d n~ver s~en the bedspr@ad ~, 
aill! = s iffltlar -bed~pr~~d ~ i th~!" ~ t th~ rocming hou~e or An,w•tu:·e 
~llln,·g 

IA ITEPHD 1d s DAIL llGTOth j ~p 4/15/88 
~J ====================Diltij cli@tat@cl ======== 
Tliis d&@tlffi@B.~ @&np&~ns a@Hh@r i'll@&ffii!i@ndiiH@.~§.li.f~r &:6tl@iU§i.@.li§ @f th@ FEJi. U is Urn f!r@i'l@i'bw &f nii@ FBi !ind is i~~n~d ~ 
y&tli' iigllfillfi iii !lfi€l iii§ @&fih@il.n§ §11@ fi&t t& ll@ aisti'HllitM €llit§i!'l@ i;'6lii' ~llil.€;/: 
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FD-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date _ __,,.,A=p=r-=i-=1-2=5:::;.., JL..• _,1:::.,:9:..::6~8=;._...,~ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, 
Tennessee, April 4, 1968, were ~hown to Mr. WILLIAM CHARLES 
ANSCHUTZ, Apartment 4B, 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee. He advised none of the men in the photographs 
were familiar to him and that he would not be able to 
identify the man he saw running down the hall on April 4, 
1968, in the late afternoon after hearing the noise which he 
thought was a shot, as the man was covering his face with 
his arm as he ran down the hall. 

6 

On _4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at __ M_e_m_p_h_i_s_.c:_9_T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ___ File # Memphis 44-1987 

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON:jap 4/25/68 
by ------------~----------Date dictated---~~-----
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI alld i& loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency . 

... rm = 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

1 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES".\GATION 
\ 

; April 25, 19~8 · Date _--,-:::___~~~--,--,.-,-

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY ta~en 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at\M.emphis, April 4, 
1968, were shown to Mrs~ BESS IE RUTH BREWER/ Room No$ 2, 
422} South Main Street, Memphi~, Tennessee. She said she 
had looked at the bedspread on April 4, 1968, · .when it )Vas 
displayed to her after being recovered by the Memphis Police. 
She said the bedspread did not come from her rooming house 
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her 
life. Mrs. BREWER said none of the men in the photographs 
shown her were familiar to her. She further advised that 
she did not believe she would recognize the man using the 
name JOHN WILLARD if he were to 0 walk up and say hello to 
me right now." She said she did not look at the man 
called WILLARD usquarely in the faceu and as a result, does·· 
not think she will be able to identify him,, 

7 

On April 24, \?68 Memphis, Tennessee File # _M_em--=--p_h_i_s_4_4~--1_9..,...8~7~--

by __ S_A_S_T_E_P_H_EN __ M_ .. _D_AR_L_IN_G_TO_N_: J_
0 

a_p _____ Date dictated __ 4_/_2_5/~6_8"""T'"'"-~~ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of thl;l FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents ;ire not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A--=p'-r_i_l_2_5~''---1_9_6_8~~ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, Tennessee, 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mre BERTIE L~ REEVES, Apartment 3, 
422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. He advised none 
of the men in the photographs were familiar to nim and that 
he had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread similar to it. 

8 

On __ 4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at ___ M_e_m_;;p;_h_1_· s___.:._, _T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ___ File # __ M_e_m_p_h_i_s_4_4....,-_1_9_8_7_,.,.,.., __ 

by __ S_A_S_T_E_P_H_EN_· _M_,,_D_~_R_L_IN_G_T_O_N_: J_· a_p _____ Date dictated __ 4_/_2_5=/~68 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

- -----------
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A~p_r_i_l~2_5~,_1_9~6_8~~ 

Mr~ FRANK BREWER, Room No. 2, 422½ South Main 
Street, Memphis, Tennesseej advised he never saw the man 
registered as JOHN WILLARD at the boarding house. 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mro BREWER,and he advised none 
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him. He 
also stated be had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread 
similar to it. 

4/24/68 M:en1phis, Tenn.es~ee Memphis 44-19~_7 On _______ at ---'-,,-'--------------File # ________ ..,..._ ~Ll,.......,...,..,.,_ 

SA STEPHEN Ma DA~~lNGTON:jap 4/25/68 
by -------------· ----------Date dictated ---,..;.·____,._:,..,..'··-~----,---. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI Md is le~ned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · ·' 1.. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A~p~r_1.,,...· _1·_2_5_,_, -·-1_9_6_8~_ 

Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS, Apartment 6B, 422½ South 
Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised she never saw the 
man registered into Room'5B o~ April 4, 1968, as.she was 
sick in bed that entire week. · 

Photegraphs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at-Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mrs. STEPHENS, and she advised 
none of the men in the photographs were familiar to her. She 
als0 stated she h;u:i never seen the bedspread or •any ' 
bedspread'similar to it before. 

10 

On __ 4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at __ M_e_m=p_h_i_s__,_,_T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ____ File # __ M_e_m..,..P_h_i_s_. _4_4"-.... _1...,~"-8_7'---~ 

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON:jap 4/2&/88 
by -----------------------Date dictated----~----,...,-,...,~-
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI anc;l is loaµed to 
your agency; it and its contep.ts are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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JWB:ngm 
1 

• • 

Various photographs of ERIC S. GALT were shown to 
the fe>llowing individuals on April 18, 1968, by SA's JOHN W. 
BAUER and HARLEY E. GYLFE at Memphis, Tenne$see: 

BESSIE BREWER, 422½ South Main Street; 
FRANK BREWER, 422½ Soµth Main Street; 
CHARLES STEPHENS, 422½ South Main Street; 
ANNA CHRISTINE KELLY, Manager, Rebel Motel, 

3466 Lamar_Avenue; -
HENRIETTA HAGEMASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel Motel, 

3466 Lamar Avenue; 
VICTOR DUPRET, owner, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar 

Avenue; 
S_ARA LOVING, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 ·Lamar Av~nue; 
SADIE MC KAY, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue. 

The above individuals stated that the photographs 
shown to them of ERIC S. GALT do not in any way look fam:llia.:t­
to them. 

11 
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PERSONS AT REBEL MOTEL 
3466 LAMAR AVENUE 
QMPHIS 2 T~ESSEE 

• 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• e 
FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date April 23, 1968 

Mrs. HENRIETTA HAGl~ASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel 
Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, ~emphis, Tennessee, was 
shown various photographs of JAKES EARL RAY and advised 
that none of these photographs looked familiar to hero 
She added that she still felt that she would be unable 
to reco,nize the individual who registered at the motel 
as ERIC s. GALT even if she had a face-to-face confrontation 
with him. 

13 

On _4_/_2_2_/_6_8 __ at Memphis , Tennessee File# Memphis 44-1987 

by SA JOHN W. BAUER : tjm Date dictated __ 4_;./_2_2_;./_6~· S ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaqed ~o 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

--,-------------
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variouSJ ph©tograph:s of JAMES EARL RAY were shown t;o · · ·· 
the following individuals on April 19/ 1968, by SA JOHN W .: .· 
BAUER at the Rebel ~$taurant 9 3464'Lamar,Avenue, Memphis,. 
Tenr.11.e:ssee : 

GEORGE D. BUNNELL, @wner? Rebel Restau_rant; 

METHEL STACKS, waitress~ ,Rebel Rest,urant; 

JOYCE Bo FOLLIS, waitress,1., Rebel Restaurant; . 

JUANITA WILSON~- «:H:iJOk 9 Rebel Restaurant; 

L. V. CAMPBELL~ cook, Rebel Restaurant. 

The above individuals stated the photographs shown 
to them of JAMES EARL RAY are not in any way familiar to them~ 

'! 
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• FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1-. Date __ 4=/~1=9~/~6=8---~ 

Mrso PEGGY BROWN, 4810 Richland, was interviewed 
at her place of employment·11 Oliver Rexall prugstore1 Highway 
51 South, White Havene Tennesseee at which: time ~pe viewed 
the photograph o~ fflilIC STA~VO GALT wherein GALT 'is depicted 
with his eyes clos~ 61\d s~~ furnished the ;follc1."1ing information; 

1!' 

She stated that tltis photog_raph 9'enerally .dep~cts 
the individual who was in .t~e dru<1a.trore on:April. 3~ l~J68, She 
advised that the indi viduar in th~ store was gener~ll:, 
of the same age as GALT, )lad the s,ame color: hair, ~nd 
similar type complexion. :! Photograph of GAL~t• appeuas.i tie 
resemble the individual in Ue manner of bul.ld it,. age~eral way. 
She advised that she is ·i.lnable to s,;ay if this i~:?th~ filime 
person who was in the st~re$ She co~ld not:say 'Whether the 
facial characteristics d~pic-t..ed. in tl'i~ phot<.\i9r,aph are similar 
to the man who made the pureha-s-~. She advi~ she does not 
have a good recollectioq of the pa:;;;$¢:n.., and -~ y be able to 
identify this individual if she were.~~ see ~im in person. 
She could not comment regarding the eyes, nosf, and other facial 
characteristics depicted in the photograph as\she· doe~ not knQw 
if they are similar to the customer who purcha~ed the Gillette 
razor kit~ 

16 

On-4~/-1-9~/~6-8.__ __ at Memphiso Tenne~see File # ----'M=E=-4-=-4-=---1=9:,;..;· 8::c.7~~---,~-

by SA ANDREW SLOAN/raj Date djctated ___ 4...,../_1,_9...,_/_6_8__,._,_,.._ 
This dbcument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. , , 
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• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A_,,p'--,-r_i_l~2_5;..;,:..,_ . ....;.1.:....,9_6_:;8~~ 

Mr. RALPH MEREDITH CARPENTER, 4844 Durbin Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee, a salesman at the York Arms Company, 
162 South Main Street, Memphis 9 was shown a group of pictures 
taken on different date~ of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI No. 405 942 G. 
Mr. CARPENTER said of the picture of RAY taken March 28, 1955, 
that he could not eliminate this as being a picture of the 
individual to whom he had sold a pair of Bushnell binoculars 
on April 4, 1968. He said that the purchaser of the binocul~rs 
did not have any beard or mustache but his facial features 
resembled those in the March 28, 1955, photograph of RAY. 
CARPENTER said the 1968 picture of JAMES EARL RAY, as shown 
on the current Wanted Flyer, Number 442-A, looks more like tne 
binocular purchaser than any picture he has seen to date. 
CARPENTER mentioned that he does not recall a protruding left 
ear of the customer and did not note any scar on his face. H~ 
said he could not positively identify this 1968 picture of 
JAMES EARL RAY as being a picture of the binocular purchaser 
above mentioned, but he believes that it is. 

18 

On __ 4_/_2_2_/_6_8 __ at __ M_e_m=p_h_i_~--"-,_T_e_~_m1_. e_~_i!!il_a_e ___ File # Memphis 44-1987 

t ' -

! 

SA RALPH Jo LIEWER:jap 4/25/68 
by ----------------------Date dictated------....,...,..__,..~ 

l 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loan~il tQ 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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F-RAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO~ 

I: ' Date April 16 ~ 196~, - · 
1. 

i\1 
Mrs. NORMAN (GEORGIA M.,) .DAVIS 9 733 Cecil Avenuep .-f~ 

touisville, Kentucky, was interviewed i!!lt her residell1!ce. She _ . F 
. furnished the following information~ •~--:..:;.,.~ --- .}; ~:....-~--· . ;1:: 

She is a Kentucky State Sena-tor ·from the 33:r:·d · J; 
District of Louisville 9 Kentucky. Sible is also a Bo~rd meml)e.r .. r 
and Chairman of the Finance Committee of the Kentucky C:!ll"istian . ·-•• L 

· Leadership Conference (KCLC) which is affiliated with the · · , . 
Southern Christian LeadershiI> Conference (SCLC). · I,; 

ii' 
Mrs o DAVIS in the company (Q)_f Mrs O LUKIE WARD i!!lllld Rev o 

A.D. WILLIAMS KING of Louisville, Kentucky, were·in Memphis 9 · 

Tennessee at the Lorraine Motel on April 4, 1968~ Their pur­
pose was to participate in a march scheduled in Memphis 9 

Tennessee for April&, 1968, ;to be led by the late Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. Mrs. DAVIS volunteered the following as back ... 
ground data concerning ,the activities of herself 9 Mrs. WARD and 
Revo A.D. WILLIAMS KING_i~ediately prior to their visit to 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

On March 23 9 1968., Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD left 
Louisville 9 Kentucky 9 traveling in Mrs. WARD 9 s Caidilltaic automo­
bile 9 to go to Florida for a vacation. On the night @f Mar.ch 
23 9 1968 9 they stayed at a Holiday. Inn Motel neBlr Birmingham. 9 

Alab:aima 9 p0>ssibly located on Highwait-,SL -~rhle nex:t d~y they drove 
to Floil'ida where they stay.ed at a Howaird Johnson Motel in the 
vicini.ty of Fo:r-·t W;;il ton Beach. On Milllrclhl' '-2~ 9 1968 9 tlhtey drove to 
PaimiainMn City 9 Fl<Olri.da 9 where they :re101ted ki tc~enette #4 of the 
Treasures Island Motel which was, operated by BUD HASTJJ:NiffiSl and 
his wife FRANCES., These individuals also owned '"t.he irne~rby 
Sunglow Motel. When Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD occupied kitchenette 
#4 lBlt the Treasures Island Motel, no other individua~s were 
occupying the motel. 

Oltl\ April l 9 1968, Rev. A. .D. W'l'.LLIAM:S KING of Louis­
ville flew to P~nama City and was met at the ~irport by Mrs. 
WARD and Mrs. DAVIS, and on that date, he occupied the kitchenette 

' On __ 4_=_1_5_=_6_8 __ at Louisville. Kentucky File# LS 44..,947 

by __ S ___ A_Vi~M_R~R_E_N_L_·=•-W~' A_L~SH __ 'W_"L=•W_/_d_s ______ Date dictated __ 4_=_1_6_-6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and.is loaned to 
. your agency; it and itP.. contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.. · . 
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• 
. next to #4 at the Treasures Island Motel believed to be #5. 

About 9:30 a.m. 9 April 3 9 1968 9 Mrso WARD 9 Mrs. DAVIS 
and Rev. KING left Treasures Island M<C»tel in Mrs. WARD's auto= 
mobile for the purpose of going to Memphis 9 Tennessee 9 to parti= 
-cipate in the scheduled. April 5, 1968 9 march. Mrs. WARD left 
some of her clothing in kitchenette #4 at the Treasures Island 
Motel as she planned to· return to the motel after the tMlrch for 
furthe~ vacationingo Mrse DAVIS does not believe that the ownem 
of the motel 9 the HASTINGS 9 knew at the time Mrs. DAVIS and .her 
comp~:lions left the motel that they were going to Memphis 9 but 
the HASTINGS did know that Mrs. WARD planned to.returllil in a few· 
days to the motelo 

Mrs. DAVIS later learned that when Mrs. WARD 11 because 
of the death of Dr" MARTIN LUTHER KING 9 decided lrllOt ;. to further 
vacation in Florida and had flown to Panama City on.April 6 9 

1968 9 to obtain the remainder of her c1Qthing 9 that MJl".·and 
Mrs. HASTINGS had expressed some displeasure to M~s. WARD. · 
about having as guests Mrs. WARD, Mrs. DAVIS and Revo A.D. 
WILLIAMS KING. Mrs. DAVIS believe~ the HASTINGS origillilally 
came from Bi:Wmingham and recalled that Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING­
used to pastor a church. there. 

Mrs.'..DAVIS and Mrs. WARD and Rev. KltNG arrived in 
Memphis 9 Teimnessee fr<»m Panama City 9 Florida 9 ·. and registered 
at the Lorraine Motel ~t about l aom. 9 April 4v 1968. Rev. 
KING and M~s. DAVIa did the registering and M.rso ~AVIS occupied 
Room 201 and Mrs o WARD Room 207 o • · 

Immediately upon their arrival at the Lorraine 
Motelp Mrs. WARDp Mrs. DAVIS and Rev.. A.,D. WILLIAMS KING started 
making inquiry ~f other guests at the motel as to the where­
abouts· of Rev. KING 9 s brother, Dro MARTIN LUTHER KING. He could 
not be located at the motel and HOSEA WILLIAMS remarked that 
Dr. KING was at a strategy meeting at a church 9 the name of 
which Mrs. DAVIS recalls as the Clt:u.llrch of the Mimiiual Salary 
(Phonetic)o Mrso WARD 9 Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. KING then went 1:o 
the church but Dr. KING was not there. Rev.·ANDREW YOUNG and 

. some other peopleg identities not known to Mrs. DAVIS but 
appearing to be possibly local pastors and ministersg were hold­
ing a meeting at the church. A man called ~vCABBAGEiv was speak= 
ing at the meeting when Mrs. DAVIS and7Ue.r companions ~rrived 9 

" 
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but Mrs. DAVIS a.l!lld her ·companions did not stay a't the meeting · · · 1 
upon learning Dr. KING was not there Mrs. DAVIS and her com-

. panions went to a smaller room in the chuirch where they met' ·'" 
Rev. JESSE JACKSON from Chicago 9 Illinois and conversed with 
Rev. JACKSON for a few minutes. 

Mrs. DAVIS and her companions thereafter returned to 
the Lorraine Motel arriving about 3 a.m. 9 and the three of them 
went to Ro@m 207. ·Her~ 'they conversed among themselves with 
the d\((i)O?' to the m@tel room open fo.ir about an hour or an hour 
and :e;. lbl,:a1lf at which point Mrs. DAVIS hap)Ple1rufd tco, observe a taxi 
cab 9 identity not recalled, arriving ~t the motel ~~d to depart 
from the cab Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 9 Rev. RALPH ABEll/,NATBY 9 · 

and Rev. BERNARD LEEo M:rso WARD immediately went out aliMtin­
vi ted the three 1·ndli viduals into RQom ·207. Doct(O);r KING and~ 
his companions joined Mrs. DAVIS and her comp~1nlions in Room · ~ 
207. After approximately five minutes Revs. ABERNATHY-and..._ . . 
LEE left the room, presumably to go to their own r<ill@ms. Mrs~ 
DAVIS 9 Mrs. WAIU>, Dr. KING a.Qd Rev •. KING remained illl\ Room 207 
until aborut 5 a.m. wheh Dr. KING left 9 advising he/w~s going to 
Room 306. 

During the conversation. by the-·above inc;i.ividuals in 
.... ·Room 207 ·no· one made any mention of indicttion that they were 

· fearful- of :ainy attempt·· being made that day on Dr. KING gs l.ife. 

After Dr. KING left Room 207, Mrs. DAVIS also lift 
the room and went to Room. 201. About one-ruiilf hour latef 9 

·., Dr. KING came to RolOJm 201 and visited with. M:n:>s; DAVIS fpr about 
an hour 9 the talk consisting of general matters 9 Mrs. DAVIS 
remembering specifically that du.ring this time she ;meil.\tione~t--.~::_ .': 
to Dr. KING that Miss KATHERINE PEDIN of Kentucky was run~ing 
for UoS. Senator from Kentucky 9 and Dro KING indicated he had 
met Miss PEDIN as she had interviewed him 2sa memberiof the 
President 0 s Commission on Civil Disorders. Also during this 
visit Mrs. DAVIS told Dr KING that in view of the.mairch in 
Memphisp Tennessee having been rescheduled from April 5 to 
April 8 9 1968 9 Mrs. DAVIS would probably not remain in Memphis.· 
over the weekend 9 but would return to Louisvillea H~wever 9 Dre 
KING asked that before Mrs. DAVIS made a final decision he 
would like to talk to her further about this but that he had 
to leave as he had a strategy meeting planned in Room 306 at 
8 a.m.v April 4, 196f3 9 and he anticipated he would lt°e=contact, 
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• 
· her about her decisiol!ll. a1bou t noon 9 . April 4p 1968. ----

, I 

Shortly·a1fter Dr. KING left Room 20lp Mrs. WARD 
joined Mrs. DAVIS in Room 201 where. they had coffee and con­
versed until aibout noon when Mrs. WARD. left. About. l p.m. . .. 

. or 1:30 p.m .. Dr. KING returned to Room 201 and advised Mrs. 
DAVIS that he needed to relax for a short while and left 
Room 306 so as not to be bothered unless import~nt matters 

. occurred. From Room 201 Dr. KING phoned Room 306 and spoke 
· • with Rev •. LEE advising Rev. LEE as to his whereaibouts aiJIMi 

illllfol"ir11ved Rev. LEE he did not want to be disturbed uJmle~s 
it was allll important matter. While in Room 201 on this occasion 
Dr. KING made sever~l pholllla calls using·~ c~edit.~~rd. Mrs. 
DAVIS reca:J!.lls tlla.t Dr. KING phoned his secretary 9 DORA McDONALD, 
in Atlanta, Georgia 9 ~nd also made a call to New York 9 identity 1 

.. of person called not specifically rememberedabY Mrs. DAVIS 9 but 
·. ]P()SSibly being a STAN LEVINS(l))N (phonetic) or ~ (Fil"st Name 

1
,
1

, 

,. Unknown) WACHTEL .(phonetic) as Mrs. DAVIS had heard Dr o KING 
.·" '" speak of these individuals. . . ., J 

" Thereafter as Dr. KING was just dialing his mOJth~ 
in Atlanta 9 Georgia 9 Rev. A 0 Do WILLIAMS KJrNG came into Room · 1· 

201 and Dr. KING and Rev. A oD. WILLIAMS KING conversed with .. fr 
their mother telephonically for a few minutes. About 45 ··' ,,, ,, 
minutes later Revs.ABERNATHY and LEE came to Room 201 and Mrs. ' 

·. DAVIS then. phoned Mrs. WARD and invited her to Ro~m 201.. Mrs •. 
WARD did come to Room 201. 
' \' 

Shortly after Mrs. WARD's arrival in Room 201 9-'Mrs. 
WARD left to pick up some cleaning for Mrs. DAVIS at a laundry 

·and dry cleaning store 9 name not recalled 9 located at Beale 
~,,q,d Third Streets. in I Memphis. Mrs;,. WARD had take!lll the cle1B!n= · 
ing to. th:is location earlier on April 4 9 1968 9 . for Mrs. DAVIS 1 • 

probably about 10 aom. and as Mrso DAVIS recalls 9 she had he~~~~ 
accompanied on that occasiollll by ·Rev~_.A.D~~ _\HLLIAMS--KIN~ · - . [ 

--- ' 
• 1· 

During the absence of Mrs. WARD from Room 201 9 1 

CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE l/ the attorney from Chicago 9 and Rev. ANDREW : j, 
YOUNG 9 c1Blme to Room 201. Mrs. WARD returned from her visit !:· 
to the laundry very shortly thereafter 9 making a total of 
eight individuals in the room. The above eight individUalls 
conversed generally until about 5:45 p.mo9when Dr~:KJrMG.,:mnnoQ.nced 
that he was going to dinner at the home of Reio BILLY KYLES 
in Memphis and he invited Mrs. DAVIS to join him for.dinner 
at the Reverend 0 s home. She advised him that she would! lllleed 

\ 
' 
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· ·• ·· .. ·ab(Pu_t 15 minutes or so to freshen up and he stated be would 
· · · go to his room. and freshen up and wait for her.· Mrs. DAVIS . 

. had just completed .her prepara,tion for lea v.ing for di'nllller be~ 
cause. she recalled that _she was standing in front of a mirror 

· with lhler raincoat on taking a la.st. lcok ais to her appeiaran¢e· · ·· 
when she hear.d a shot. She was stunirned for just an. instant 
but then i:mmeclliately went outside the room alt'hd heard someone .. ::·•.:•.;.:;, .:.1.: •. ,,,, 

yelli, Dr. KING haid just been shot. She looked up. towardsr · ·· · 
Room. 306 and saw what she . is convinced were Dr. KING' e;· ·feet 
on the balcony p:rotrucUng slightly over the edge. . There was · 
«Jon:siiderable ccnfusion and panic and poli~e arrived almost 

- immediately. Mrs. DAVIS cannot be entirely certain· of 
immediate events following, but as she recalls Rev. •JACKSON· 
was in the motel courtyard at the time she vtSnt out of Room· 201 
as was Mrs. WARQ. Mrs. DAVIS immediately proceeded up to 
where"Dr. KING was lying.and remailllled in that vicinity until 
Dr. KING wais .taken away in an ambulance which Mrs. DAVIS esti­
mates was approximately 10 minutes after she had heard the shot • 

.·Mrs. DAVIS can recal i no incident which she observed 
after comi~g out of Room 201 after the shot had been fired which 
.she feels has arny bearing on ascertaining the identity of the 
individual responsible for the• shot. 

., 
. I 

! 
I 
t 

Afte~. Dr. KING had been taken from the motel in an 
ambula.llllce, Mrs. DAVIS recalls that Rev ... JACKSON was""'-in the 
courtyard and gave a p:r,ess statement.· Thereiaifter· Mrs. DAVIS 
went to the motel office where slhle found Mrs· •. WARD who was'° -~ 
orderil!llg coffee. Then Mrs. DAVIS allll.d a man Mrs. DAVIS recalls· · r, 

as a HAROLD MILLER 9 · possibly a local minister from Memphis or ...._,____. ·i1 

Atlanta 9 w,ent to Room 207 to advise Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KINCf~ 
the slhlooting of his brother. Rev. KING was asleep _and they · • t 
did not succeed in awakening him~ Thereafter Mrs. WARD came 
to Room 207 and Mrs. DAVIS and the man she believes was named 
MILLER left the room. 

Later on the night of April 4~ 1968 9 possibly around 
8: 30 p. m. someoJJ:lle 9 Mrs. DAVIS did not know who 9- felt that Mrs • 
WARD 9 Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING should !N)t spend 

··.the reDM&indeir @f that night at the Lorraine Motel 1a1nd Mrs •. / 
.· :- DAVIS recalls p:aicking her clot hes and the three of them g

1
oing 

out to the home of Rev. KYLES. After arrival at this home 9 

it wsis decided a\gain by someone not kimcwn to Mrs. DAVIS 1that 
Rev. KING would remain at Rev. KYLES that evening but that 
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Mrs. WARD and Mrs. DAVIS sh(l)uld spend the evening ~ta 
·Howard Johnson Motel in Memphis. Mrs. WARD and Mrs. DAVIS 
together with i'ndividuals not now recalled went to the Howard 
Johnson Motel whe.re Mrs. WARD registered for. the two of them, 
but the plans ~gain changed ~s Mrs. DAVIS recalls .HOSEA 
WILLIAMS indicated that Mrs. DAVIS and her companions should 
return to the Lor.raine Motel f·or the evenill'llg. Mrs. WARD and 
Mrs • DAVIS were _then driven in Mrs . WARD Os car by ~n 1uunknown 
individual back to· the Lorraine Motel where they entered Room 
201. A short time later Rev .. KYLES brought Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS 
KING back to the motel '.at which· P>Cllint Mrs. WARD left ,.R.o@m :2.01.. 
Mrs. DAVIS spent. -the reinaindelt' o,f the night by h11erself in 
Room 201. \ 

· On Friday morn;ing 11, April 5 0 1968 9 Revo A .. Do WILLIAMS 
·KING left the :L@rraine ·Mo~el tQ goi to the aiirport to meet the 
wife of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING ~ho was arriving in Mem~his'on 
. that morning. ,, _. ,. ·,. · 

Mrs" WARD and Mrs. DAVIS lef·t'" Memphis 9 Tennessee, 
about 9 ~.m. 9 April 5, 1968 9 aind <dl.Jr'(Q)Ve to ·A,~,lanta 9 Ge(O)rgia. 

Mrs. DAVIS aidvised. tlbi.a t d11ll.ring her ~t·ay in Memphis I) 
on April 4 .... 5 9 1968 9 she person~lly had received'',:no threats 
against her life nor does she have any knowledge of~ny(Q)n~ 
at the Lorraine Motel being specificailly threataIDJ.ed on that 
occasion. 
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.ERAL BUREAU .OF INVESTIGATI. 

" . Date A,p:ril 16 9 1{6's 
l 

t · , - Mrs , J A~-PllR t . ( 11.IJC!'.ID'l,\ E • ) l'I A R!l, a l~o kn@.,,,/..,. 
.[.,,,iukiei Wiiil.r'd ~ 2540 B.~mr.~•~;•t~l:JL v L©uiswil1Lei ii Kefili tirn©ky p . w:a,'SJ imiter­
~!,ewecd in !-~®" ~ftic~ @i: t~,C€J F'edt~l'~ l B,wre~u o~ !rmve1~t~~ifll tiollll ,· 
~.it!ElO 9 l<i»Ul.&WVl.Jlle 9 Kel!litrucky 9 '.?UUJ!. i:lJllr'llilifSlh~dl the f@ll©'Wl.irng 
information: · 

Ji"co..,;r th<E!l JP><f.ll<:S t ~ewie'.tl:':l,l.11 J(i;ll~1lt'S\ !Slhe .lb)as. iSJit11.!'W®<dl ~s, ca1d1mJi1mis.,;, 
tr.'.alt.i 1we ~~SJiSlt(al!l'li't t@ Reivenr®mid A.:t},. WU,,,,IL.1tAMS :RJtNC1 (Q)f.lit(llil.!li$villei;, 
K.ent1llcky 9 ~nthl@ $G\l;';.t"et~:r•f tOlf' the Keimti!.lltt;ky Ch1•:l1.~1ti,1a1@ lL;ei:!llder·slhip 

· .. C@m1f~;re1mce ((rcci,.c;; :a1 t L@11.llisv ill® 9 Xemtuc.ky ,, lli.!lll.1 ~1:ffiJi . .ii!li te ,of the 
· ·s~u·UJ<l'':l'.:',.11 . C:llli:ir.· :!L.sit:.l.':e1n t,(.:Y;Jld\@Jr':l:Bhip Cf.lill'A:Jf'ar·tml.Ci<e ((SlCllA.;';)1 ,, 

' ' 

Abioiti.Jlt; m:idlh'idt.gl.brt 1!,p.l.t':l\,l 3 p 1968, <i:»:ir.' ~lrM)>:OC'tll.y tlhl®Jrri:)~fte:it' 
<0,11i Ar,,;Jr'il 4 9 19J6i/8l 9 ,.Mr·!i. WAB..D :Jlll1l tlmrs i~@mp;amy @f Mr~. ~1E({))Fl:,((a'.A 
DAVltS of' ~1,©Ull:ll.'!!lvillle ~ Ke!Illtucky .~ ial' B~»reurd m<eimlbiieJ:w ©J:if:'. itlhle KCLC. an<O, 
iai Kein,t;\ll.C.ky :st~'tt,e S:aJDllS11U)),)l';' f:.lfti:»lllrll l1,©\lll:ll!JWil:R.<el, 'g,uu:11 th(el Rev®.ff:'Gltll~ 

I 

. ' . ':, 

' 'A oD .. W:ITLJltI'Ali1Uil: K:JrMC:} <aif KC~aC !al/Ol©l. PJiiUllt~©it' ©l "lthl!':l Zi(O)J.m Bl31!1~'tif.it 
.·.~ sn11~.r'~h !.

0

Jl! ,Lou:ils:~ill~,~~ ail.l~?r. iva~ :in }~~mm~lhli:~p, 1''e?1~:f;~~~ 9 i.n Ml'~• 

1
, 

..., lt&fm ISi ,ll9(ili7 C;mcdlllll$!l.CC: v n:i>eJ:{l)I'i!t'tg 19th($ Kt;,!\'ll!~\U!Clky lic:®Jri!.~,e K79=~41. 
<:" Tlbl@J .P,JU.n:"J:.'OSl\!..~ @f thEil i:~; \JI ii.!:i>i t 'to 1~telli1/llpilll.i.~ 9 'J'ietfiiflH:'JSJSl®@ll W,U!l to JP)a.lr' ti= / · · · · 

0 

cipste in a scneduled.mmrch there on April 5, 1968 to be led . . . ! 
'!ls- 'l"Sw, '" <II 1,:i,,,1v 'ff'i>'' ii lf"''ll''11.l1V'D v ·r1 ~1"" 'llTI! · "'i: · ~, 0rn:: .1. l]'.:' ir'' ,,,;; r~• , , , " ,i , ,., - · '~ IIJIY u,J;, • . :~all'l.1,ri, k ,Ii,,,~ .1Hi .11 ~·-.J..I;,;, <f\\.!J.i'\HJ; 9 <Ri", e rl:11lf,S • . ,, :11o.\.1J1 a\J!lhYl t,.t•;;;Jl'. (,,(()l\1filjp)~i!Jl.J1.0[i).~. ... .. · · . ". 

,1c0 eg;i.~t~)f?ed :iir.u ·th<e1 li<<O).lr.1! 1~\ina· ,~f<O>tel ((J)(C~..!iltl)P)y_Jtrag F,@«»m~ 20>Jl :iilnd 207 0 I 

.··.· I 

Mr•.s • :w.AR1:v d 11.d m1«» t l®.c~i ve. the t,.0Jr1r:·ia1 i 1t1J1BJ M<ote] f'.n:'@m 
the t.ii.111111e ©f' lm'8!' ~1!":tivmll \\JJ,l\')l t:il :aiftelr th(') ~JltMJJ(i.ilting (Q)f /D!' 0 MARTIN 

l''.,·IJ]'l'lHlt:ft KTN«J, ia',t th~l 1!1.l11D1 tiel i1llt :a\~(OJUt ~ })loFJiL (\)))!Ti ,Ap.!r'ill 4v 1968, , 
,. .. ei,tCt!';J]Prt :f:©l'f.' «J;lt11® @r0(c:ta1i~i.@1!'L · 1'l1\tf,, -wa1.~ :iLn tltMe ~ ft®1t'lii1@@m1 iDlf. Ap:rtil, 4·~ 

1968 9 JPlCQl.Ssibly <iil.r·«:NJJLl'li<dl 3 p.m.t whe1m Mr,·:s, WARD left thre l!r.CQlteJ'to 
go to g, l!lleiflU:'li»Y, lLcanJ1.m1d1cy 9 ' ~~ifllct lcc;a1 ti@ifii rn@t l'eclal lled v lblill t,, the · 
ll'll.'ilrme @f the JLia\Ull'J.@lr'Y bBJli@r~ed t@ ,be 01rne=,HOUll':' Maiir·till'lliZillllg. The 
·pu!"p@s:e o.f IThfrrr g@iiDlg to ihle ll.:Blull'lld!lt''f \lW/~s t@ p:itck !Uljpl si@me cl@thes 
that were theJr>e .1re,f\ldy fo1e deli Ve).r·y .. to1 l\11(11"~. GEOR{3lA DA\/TlIS" When 

. , I 
! 

Mifs'. WARD ir·ehl!.r>ne@ fJr'@iwa. ,the l~urrn«lllfy ~ ~he j©iLtil®d ~ gJr@up th~ t ___ : __ 
w-as g$tlhveredl in R©@!ll'll 201 @f Ulle L@I'll"itll.ine MoteL A,:s: $ltlle?~rls 
t \h,,,,,, ~ ,,.,,,i(.,l ,.;,i .-l!U'" 1'"" .,, ,,.. tlt'""' '"'""""'""' "'·"""".,,,··n,,,, ;w11nw•s1:;.r 1"1 li'"l'F-1'"',J'B-""~" irn !J!-g ,.b/J,,.ll~,Ji,,.W.,£,,U' ~.J,,;Q> ,,¥,.,ii,~ i~~, J..!,,UVJM W,9~~ ,-PJ!, 0----&.1.1.~liG,lL,.t .. :~"J ...,.::.~1.J_]t'.tt&:1£\ ft~·rr.-~t:·v ~IA,e 9 

n n I!\" !R'1n· ~ n-ir··n""'f;,. "!I"•~~ n , fe. "'ffilr'l rni? ":,;,f'\'\•·•••••""' •• · + · · · C''' & s:,·._,,.,.,,,,.,.,, .• . nev" HJ"J.!VFU' ,'t.!P)Jc,,F\,;,i,!'1) JI tJi,i, 9 lr'iE'iV' 0 1-'\\.!~,JJ'l[,,,~,n .~ \\.J'llJ,,,,1'\): 9 .!\\ t i;,(Q)lf.llll<SY .n,,\i.,,,~i<'l,,,b 11 

I:SKP.H!GE 9 R(ev°'B.E;'P?)~YA~ilG 1LEE 9 Revo AoD. tnI:,J.1:L~.~,1.S Kf~(i i.md! M!"S\. 
<G;EOP.G[A Df\YJfS" .. 

' 

On . __ 4l_,=_l_· 5_·=_68_· __ at L<Q>ui~ville" Kefilrtil.l.l<eky 

SA 1-?AJJ:UlEN l:,,. WALS,H WJLW/ds 4=JL®l-68 
by -----------------------Date dictated----------

I 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is l,oii.ned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · / 
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I 

The iBlbOJve giroup reiiiutined together eng~ging in jlU\sit 
general convel"SIP).tion Utllltil approxim:B\tely 5~40 Pom•~ April 4 9 

1968,. ~ t whicb tim<e the gl'oup ·aecid@d thai t they would go t«:» , 
· dinne:ir P allld the 1rri:i.dividuals lleft to g@ to their v2:rci@u:si l"O(Q)mS 

to freshen up f(!)r' <dlinll'll.e:rr> o t11!1's. WARD left B,((J)om 201 iltll the 
company of Rev. A .D. WILI,,IAMS KING <illndl the tw«:» of them w;ent 
to Ro@m 207 c R®V c .iLD. WILL,JAMS KlNGr bad partaketlll @f some 
alcoholic beve1rages during . the aftel"ltiloon [alndl had de©ided to' 

' I 

:rest rilllthe.r than join the gr@up for di!l'.fm.er. Appr@xim[flitely I i 
l,, 

15 = 20 minutes ~ftet' arriving in Room 2(Yl ~t which time Rev. , .. 
A" D Q lW .!1.ltL!AMS KING w~s sleepiirng P P41r")s ~ WARD heard ~ shot o ; • 

.Sh.e immediately @pene<dl the dlo@r to the r@@m ~lffidl l@@ked out and / · 
-~ "heard someone yell that lCDro MARTIN LUTHER I[JrNG lhtiffid just been . / · .· 

"' shot. The news st1l.llll1l.llll.ed! Mrs o VIARD ~rnd while she crum !rllot be · ~ 
exactly ceJft~irn of lhl.er e~~ct movemelffits imme~i~tely there~ft~ 
as she rec~lls up@!Ill hleai.r1ng the l!i\ews she br1®fly ll;'e=ente:rred , ;., · 
R0>om 207 iffil!l1d. the!lll. :!im11r1edi~tely went out into the c@urtyard of 
the motel. There Wa\S mu1(Ch C(Q)JrAft11siolll! ia!l!ll.d po].i~e were illl1ll!Jl))ed!i:m tely 
in the ~:ire:a o M.lt"s. WJUID @b~erve<dl. @@thing which g&'llve he1r 3!1!llf 

· ,s,·- indlictaition tais t@ the p@ssibile ideJllltity of tlhl® il!Mllividlual 1!."eS= 

· ponsible foir trne sllmotingo Mrs. WAE.D lt"e«::;alls that tSJlble «llid l!llOt 
· adl:vise Rev. A. Ji., W!tiLll:AMS KING @f the shooitillllg of lblis bi·IQltoo.r, 
ul!lltil ~bout 20 min\illte~ aftel!." the incidelrll.t @CClill!':i!:'e<dl. Rev .. 'KING 0 s 
re~cti@ll'l!. w2s one of ext1-r'eme gJJ;':lLef i&Jrud he gJl!Ve fill@ illlldlic~ti@n th~t 
he had ~ul!.y ide&il ~s to the id(l:Jl!llti ty of tlhlei pe.r·sain :iresp©llll~ible. 

As Mrs. 'flAR:O Jrecta1lls ?- s@meo@e ~ spxecific idlceimti ty 
ll!.Ot fil\OW recalle«ip tbouglhlt it best tlhl.a1t M.:irs. l\7,AR-09 Mrs. IllA~ ~-~~ 
and Rev. A .,Do WILLIAMS\ KING nrot remai!ll\ the rem&ilin«llw:'..~-the · l' 
night @f April -4 = 5~ 1968 t ait the Lo1°rai"rie -M@tel. Accol'dingly, . ; 
at ~bout 1.0l p .m. tlbJ.ey left the m0>tclL and went to the ltl!.@me of ai t ' 
Rev e WIL,LIAM KYt.ES whom Mrs. WARD b~lieves isi a minister in t . 
Memphis • Rev. KYLE;S or s@meone siugges ted th/alt Rev. A o D.. W :U,iLI,AMS , 

f 
KING remain ai t his home that evening ~rnd that t MJr>s. WARD and Mrs -; 
DAVIS obtain motel. accommotdatiOfil\S at ~ ltil.eal'by H@W,U:"d ,JohllllSOIIllvS f 
Motel. Mrs. DAVIS':airnd Mrs. WARD did go to siuch a motel aind (, 
Mrs. WARD registe.r'ed in the motel, b1Ult just 1a1s she did S(O) HOSEA . f 

• WILL.IAMS who was presemrt ~ t the time deci<dl~irll th:ai t Mrs. W'ARD 9 
Mrs" DAVIS a1nd Rev. A~D. WILLIAMS KING should go bae;k to the 
Lorraine Motel ~nd spend the . rest <»f the nigill!.t. Tlh\ey did this .• , 

/'' 

/ 
27 

t , 
, ..... - ., _ r-·~. --7 ~~,#~~--- .·P~·F 

-- - ----------- -"------r-~- . I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LS 44-947 
3 

•-
Mrs o WARD and. Rev. A .. Do \ULLIAMS KING being in R@@m 201 aind 
Mrs. DAVIS occupying Room 201. En ~oute M~s. WARD h~d stopped 
at a drug store ~nd p~rch~sed some sleeping pills which she' 
administered to the Rev. KING ~nd M~s. DAVIS bec~use of th~ir 
extremely excited conditi@n. 

Mrs~ WARD commien1ted that she posses~<f:?t:si DIQ) informatiora 
which sbe feels might assist in identifying the individual res­
ponsible for the shooting of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING» JR. 

28 

. ' 

. ,. 

i 

l 1 
. I 

- I 
; I 

'. I 
i 
'. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



On 

r cUCl"<A~ jjLJt(l:AU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 • • Date April lop 1968 

Mxs. 4M,,SPER D. (LUCRE'.T1Ut B.j) WARD9 .~h~«» kmlOWIDl ~SJ 
L,ukie Wa.r·d 9 2540 R.~!tl.l!F.H)<ell]. 9 l.:.@ul:s,villa P Keltil tucky 9 teleph@miic;ailly 
furnished tirue fol lir»wing infor1rr.t~1 tio!ffi ~ 

s·1nce being interviewed on AJp;ril 15 9 1968 9 M.1t'!il. WARD 
l"ec!a!lls th.at i.i,m &lldditiOllO). to leavi.ng th~ L@:.r.•.raiate M@tel in the 
<1.ftelt"Jn\O©ll'l'l cf April 4. l96S, Sllh\e ht\d left the mc·~el Orr». tJhJ.rai t date 
crn one other o,~caision. Tltlli:s;. W!l!!S du:r:!1mg tltlle mol'rrnin.g 9 believed 
to be .tU"OU.ll'lld ll ~ ~:ffl!• 9 when she 'tock. $0m!ll8 clEJl\!!ll!mf f'.Olr.' M:.Jr,'S • 
GEORGIA DA'VIS troi the ne11rby cle~ll'fte:a:'s., the One-Hicnur Mffllrtilt!!.izing. 
On thi!! CCC8HiiliCil1., ~h\(t!J W~\8 ~CC©ll!lljil~rd.edl' by the R.ev. A.DO WILi1.D!AMS 
KING be\C:u.us~ £l.ttile .r·ec~:1!.lt~ threi t ~SJ she wru:'il ·h1ki.ng 'the c].efJ.!rtd.llllg 
into U!e clEH'!!!!l!(~1rs, Rev .•. KJN(G, pu:r•clti\3:1,sei(l! IS!Ome beie:ir f:Nl>!!ll\ fi store 
l@csi tea d:iJllgOI!llf£111ly acct'OSlS the CO:ir'lli\81' :fx•on'l. the C lf.l(.31f!N:/J.ll:'$Jl. 

Mrs. WA.RO .ailso ~dlvi~e@ thg;it ~lhle IJU'M.1l M.rSJ. DAVlf.S ~nd 
. R.ev • A • D. W:U,,t!IAMS KING 9 . pr io.ir t<Ol t;ll'i!.~ ix· r&l!:'l' i v:ai l im1 MemJP).ti.is 9 

T'elIT11l1le~seie 83lb@u.t m:it.dli.might v Ap.rr.il J ~ 1968 9 h~d )b)((;Jellil w ©~ ti@n:il.ng 
iim P:ail!ll~m~ Ci 'ty, f'l©rJi.d~ !) ~ t time T'lre~i,;m:t·e.s Islimd M<t:» t~l. T~ y . ~,: 
had .dh!?iven to :1-fcemphi~ in Mrs. W,~RD\i s ~Mt@llllil©bile fl'om }r],«:,)ridai ~ Prior f:·. 
to 14-:lil!Ving th~ F'JL@1~idi~ :oo(i)t~.l.~ M.!t'\Sl O WARD hl:aid !fll©tified MlK'S O FRANCES r 
HAS'l'INGS wltw, t©gether with her Jruus.:h.il.\ ;m(d\9 OWll":lf:11 the nTH>tel9 thl~t . i:. 
they we.re dep!E!lr'tillilg but th:rut ~he 9 Mrso WARD.~ woulcdl .l!.''etU.ll."irn i: 

shoJt:"tly f©l" IB!b©U t a we<elC s stay. ' Ml'ai. W.ABD i!ril~dviert~illltly 't@Jldl < 
Mrs e HASTINGS that 5lhe annrdi heX' commp;/l.\il1ll©1mi1 we1r>e g@iimg to Bilr'ming=- . . [: 
.h:r.:mu, Mir's. WAfm 1re,:alls .tha t whem.1 she «imd net· ~(O)m&p:ai11:J1i0Jm?S were [t 
IDieitu<iy h~l.fw~y to M~mpbis that sbei .1(".enrH:'lrnbell."ed thlrtl t ~he hiaid L'-
e.ir:.r@!l'll<e©usly told !¢'..!t's o RASTINCrS they weJl:'e gioing tic) Bi.rmingh~m. 
She :fuels th&ll t s;he made this lfilist~k(f,J in thcfll t sh~ h:aid 1r::1&\lrlieir 
talked to the HASTINGS who had told her they· were·c.n-igilll~lly 
from Birmin.glu1m?Al~bl~.un.~, · 

After DE'. KING~s assassiJIB~tiollil, Mr's. WARn Ch!!inged 
her plans ~bout ~l!pem:1ing aimy ftn.•ther ti.:me in F'lolt"id~ i:llnd ~ t 
6: 50 a. m.. ~ APli'.'il 6 o 1968 9 s.he flew f.n:'om . Memp!b.dl.s 9 'I'ennessee, 
to Pain~ma City; F'lo:ir.ida v to ge It the J:'es.t of lbl®r cJL<0>thes. She 
rented ~ cair ~t the ~i:ir'p>IQlrt iailrlldl d!rove to the moitel. • Wfu\en she 
~rrivedl at the m<0>t.el~ she met fiitr's. HASTlNGS who immediately 

\ 

4=16=68 at Louisville 2 Kentucky File # LS 44=94,1 

' ' 
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advised Mrso WAR.D that the motel was full ii».l!lld there was irno 

·room for Mrs. WARD. Mrs. WARD felt this st~teme~t to be untrue 
as there appea~ed to be room at ·the motel 9 ~nd s~e ~poke rather. i · 
plainly to Mrs. HASTINGS ~b@ut her feeling that Mrs. HASTINGS 
did not want he~ ~t the motel because she had been in the comp~ny 
of two Negroes 9 Rev. KING, and Mrs. DAVIS, MJrs. HASTINGS made ·;· ., 

_,,~ some c@W!ll<r::nt a·oou.~_tlmey 9 th:_HASTINGSt X'Ullil lill l:'espect~i:»le motel 9 , 

Rnd Mrs. WARD .r·eplJL:ed that 1.t wa:si. because the motel lhlaid that / · _ 

} 

reputation th;a t she and her c©mp~nions had ot•iginfffilly decided!----
to vacation the1;e, ____________ · . · , 

Mrs. WARD stated th&lt it ai\p>JP)efal,l"ed to heJC' that tlhl.e 
motel @wners. $) the HAS'TINGS, did IDl@t @bject to hers;.gilf ~lllld Mrs. 
DAVIS having @ccupie~ the motel, but ~pp~rently objected to · 
the presence in t~e motel @f Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KINGo . 

1: , 
l\b."s:. WARD st&Jited that wit illlO time di.id eithelt" @f/t:he 

HASTINGS mfalke ~ny type @f specific tlhlre~ t to Mr:eL WARD 9 ~gainst 
Mrs. WARD or :her companions, but it was cle&J.r to Mr£L WARD 

·tha~ she was no longer w~lcome at ~he.HASTINGS' m@tel. 

Mlr's. WARD left P:mJ!!llalA!bfi; , .. ty by pl~ne ~b@ut 1:30 p.m..!--~-·i_:_ 
on April 6 v 19~8 arnd :flew to Atl.~.ll)),t<B! ~ Georgiim 9 wh~~as i · 
met by Mrs. DAVIS. ___ ,_ __ "" - -

\ 
\ 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

WALTER LANE BAILEY, Owner, Lorraine Hotel-Motel, 
406 Mulberry Avenue, Memplbds, Tennessee, advised that a chec~ 
of his records reflected the following named persons as 
having been registered into his motel on either April 3 or 
April 4, 1968 9 or both dates: 

1) GERALD HARRELL 
Room No. 10 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 5427 Urguhart Avenue 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

2) JAMES LEWIS 
Room No. 11 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 78 West Trigg Avenue 

Memphis, Tennessee 

3) Mo JACKSON 
Room No. 12 
on April 3, 1968 
no address given 

4) R. ROGERS 
Room No. 200 

·on April 3, 1968 
no address given 

5) WILLIE WILLIAM 
RoomNo. 201 
on April 3, 1968 
address: 810 Parson Street 

Atlanta, Geoirgia 

6) Ro B .. COTTONREADER 
Room No. 202 
on April 3, 1968 
address: 408 Third Street 

Marks, Mississippi 

31 

On _4_/_l_l_/_6_8 __ at Memphis, Tennessee 

SA EUGENE A. :MEOORI, JRo and 

File# Memphis 44 .... 1,98~ 

by _S_A_S_T_E_P_HE_N_M-'"._D_A_R_L_IN_G_ffl_N __ S_MD~/_m_n_r ___ Date dictated --,--;..4-1--/=l ..... 7;,-/6_8~.,..,...,,...---,----
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7) 

• 
TOBIE WYNN 
Room No. 204 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 3204 St. 

Columbus, Georgia 

8) BERNARD LEE 
Room No. 206 (on April 3, 1968) 
Room No. 205 (on April 4, 1968) 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

9) TRACY WRIGHT 
Room .No. 208 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

10) ANDREW YOUNG 
Room No. 209 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, ~orgia 

11) JOHN WILLIAM 
Room No. 210 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

12) WARREN LARDSON 
Room No. 211 _ 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 1076 Walton Avenue 

Dayton, Ohio 

13) EUGENE COURTNEY 
Room No. 212 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

14) WILLIAM MALONEY 
Room No. 301 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address; 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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15) 

16) 

17) 

18) 

19) 

20) 

21) 

22) 

• 

P.A. RANCE 
Room No. 303 (on April 3, 1968} 
Room Noo 200 (on April 4, 1968) 
no address given 

JAMES ORANGE 
Room No. 304 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JESSIE JACKSON 
Room No. 305 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 366 East 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

MARTIN KING 
Room No. 306 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

RALPH ABERNATHY 
Room No. 306 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

DOROTHY COTTON 
Room No. 307 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JAMES LOVE 
Room No. 308 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 8231 Chancery Court 

Alexandria, Virginia 

JOSEPH LOUW 
Room No. 309 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 45 Tiemann Place 

New York, New York 

33 
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23) 

24) 

25) 

26) 

27) 

28) 

29) 

30) 

• 
CHARLES BALLARD 
Room No. 310 
on April 3=4 9 1968 
address: 506 Kansas Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

STERLING TUCKER 
Room No. 311 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 626 Third Street, N.W. 

Washington, D. C. 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

SAMUEL KYLES 
312 
3-4, 1968 

704 South Parkway East 
Memphis, Tennessee 

JEAN SMITH 
Room No. 314 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

MABELLE HENDRICKS 
Room No. 315 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 767 Peachtree Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JAMES WELDON 
Room No. 316 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 111 Hunter Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

A. D .. KING 
Room No,!\. 201 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

OFFELIN RUTHERFORD 
Room No. 202 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

34 
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31) 

32) 

33) 

34) 

35) 

36) 

37) 

38) 

39) 

• 
Jo B .. WILLIAMS 
Room No. 203 
on April 4 9 1968 
address:, 2510 Jackson Avenue 

Forrest City, Arkansas 

HENRY ANTHONY 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta,, Georgia 

BERNARD LAFAYETTE 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

C,. A. DAVIS 
Room 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

L., B., WARD 
Room No. 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

HERMAN SWEAT 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

EARL CALDWELL 
Room Noe 215 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

JOHN HALL 
Room No. 1 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

S. MC COLl,OUGH 
Room No. 12 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 6618 South Woodlawn Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 
35 
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40) 

41) 

42) 

43) 

44) 

45) 

e 

---- HILL (first name not given) 
Room No. 13 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

JIMER GUEMOOR 
Room No. 14 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 750 Pearl Street 

Grenada, Mississippi 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

H@ VERNER 
202 
4, 1968 

5320 South Drexel Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wo BENNETT 
202 
4, 1968 

5320 South Drexel Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

GARY MASSONI 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 366 East 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

JAMES BEVEL 
unknown room number 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 8407 South Ribash Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date _A_p_r_1_
0

1_2_6_,_1_9_6_8_~ 

Revere!lll.d SAMUEL B0 KYU!lS, ~i!!'lli~te~ of the 
Monul!le!lll.t~l B~pti8t Chur~h 9 104 &!»~th P~rkw~y E~~t, who 
re~id®~ ~t 2215 &i>uth P~rkw~y B~~t 9 Me~phi~ 9 Tenne~~ee 9 on 
interview ~dvis®d ~~ follow~: 

R~w~re~d K!LES 9 who h~~ liw@d in Me~phi~ for 
mpproxi~tely the p~~t eight ye~r~ 9 i~ ©!!il. the Jhecutiwe 
Bo~rd of th® Memphi~, Ten@@~~®~, !B31"m!lll.~h of th® N~tion~l 
A$~©>ci~t i@n fror th® A@w&ll,fill.<c:@mltilt ©.f C<Q)l©r@d Pe©>pl® (NAACP) 
~!!ildl i~ &1l~o ~ ~~b®r of th@ ~uth@llfilll Cm~ 1~t i~!ri! 1Le~der$!hip 
Co!lll.f®r@n~e (SC'LC), th® n~tio!lll.~1 h~®~~umrt~r~ of whi~h is 
Atl~Kl't$, 9 ~IOlrgi~ 9 ~irud tlm~, Pll:'@ielid®llilt ©;f wlb\i<l;;ftl\ 9 up umrtil 
April 4 9 1968 ~ w~~ Dr .. lRMRTXN L'UTJkifg K!NG 9 JR .. 

Rev®r@nd KYL~S ~dwi~~d t~~t ~ ~~~it~tio~ workers• 
strike b@g~~ in Memphis 9 T®nl!ll®~~@~ 9 F@bru~ry 12 9 1968, ~nd 
that ~hortly ~fter it~ ~t~rt ~ group ©f N@gro mi~i~ters in 
:Memphis 9 inCiludi!tllg hi~®lf 9 b~l!llded t@g®ther to form ~ group 
which adopted tftll® l!ll~- of CO!l1lllllm\U:@ity 11)l!ll the H©W® for Equality 
(000) 9 r~ising fuTh~~ fo~ th~ ~~n1t~tion ~trik®~~ ~nd 
~ssisting them i~ d~ily l!filliro,l"'Ch@~ ~~d other ~trik®=S~pport 
actiwity. He st~t®d tb~t ~~ ~~rly ~~ M~rch 18 9 1968 9 he, 
~long with SO!!JJile rof the oth®r 00~ l®~~®r~ 9 induced Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING 9 JR. 9 to c©J~ei to Memph:U~ where, Ol!ll the rnight of 
M~rch 18 9 1968 9 h@ g~w® mn i~~piri~g t~lk ~t M~sol!ll Temple 
to approxi~teily 10 9 000 to 12 9 000 ~opl® 9 urging the Negro 
conunity of H®mphis to U1lllit® oohi~d the s~nit~tion workers. 

KYLES ~nd sollll!\e of th~ other COllt'I l@~d®rs ~lso 
il.illduced Dr" . KING to Jr®tU:t'lJ:ll to :i:@limphis on the mrlll1 iirng of 
M~rch 28 9 1968 9 to le~d ~ ~~siw® dow1llltown ~rch in support 
of the sl!tnit[i!l,ti©fill workers., 

Co1lllsider~bl® br@~ki1lllg of downtown windo~~ ~~d looting 
r~sult®©l during thi~ ~r©lh\ 11 ~~ w. re~ult of which KYLIS st~ted 
the s~nit~tio~ ~trike l"®©®iwed n~tio~wi~® ~@blicity, ~nd 
Dr. KING ~gr@@d to r®tu~~ to M@~phi~ 9 ~lo~g with other SCLC staff 
m®mb®r~ 9 in ~~rly April, 1968 9 to co~ti~@® ~upport on beh~lf of 
th® ~~nit~ti©~ work®rs. 

SAS BOWELL S. LOO 
by ~mvdl WILLIAM EL. ·LADllNC:I WlH!la ..... ;g"""'mlhl==----Date dictated--'4=/-"2'"""'5..,,_/...;;;6-=8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Revere~d KYLES recalled that Dr. KING actually 
~eturned to Memphis o~ We~nesd~y nimrning, April 3, 1968, 
with several of his staff as~oci~tes i~cluding the Vice 
President of SCLC, Reverend RALPH D., ABIJRN'ATHY, and his 
administrative assist~~t BERNARD LB~ .. They all checked into 
the Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, 
and actually KYLES lbiad rented rooms for s«:»me of tre SCLC 
staff members under his n~me~ He pointed out that actually 
he was registered in Room 31~ of the Lorr~ine Motel as of 
April 3 1 1968, although he ~id ~ot phy~ic~lly occupy this 
room. and did not now recall the ex/g),ct SCLC il1!d iv idual who 
occupied Room 312. He recalled that Dr. KING occupied 
Room 306, as did Rev~rend RALPH De ABERNATHY. 

He recalled th~t Dr. KING ~nd his staff remained 
in Memphis on the night of April 3, 1968, and also remained 
in Memphis on April 4, 1968. In addition, he pointed out 
that there had been widespread publicity in ~ot only the 
Memphis news media, includi~g the two daily white newspapers, 
but also on virtually all of the r~dio ~~d television statJons 
concerning the preselllJ<e:@ of Dr <l l!CING iB.\nd lhlis staff in Mempn,;s ·. 
and of the fa.ct that they were sti!l.\ying at the Lorraine Motel. 
He stated he could not recall the s~cific r~dio broadcast 
but there was ~t least one bro~dcast, possibly more, which 
even gave the room number 11 . n~Hmely Room 306, ilnl which Dr" KINq 
w~s staying in Memphis, ~nd th~t this information was readily 
available to anyone who tended to re2d the newspaper or took 
the time to listen to the radio news broadcastso In other 
words, he said it w~s no secret ~s to where Dr. KING was 
stBJ.y ing. 

Reverend KYLES recalled th~t he personally went 
to the Lorraine Motel at approxim~tely 3:30 p 0 m0 on April 4, 
1968,·· and recalled tlh&J.t th~ Oper8:JJ.tiol1il Breadlb~sket b~nd, 
~ singing group of the SCLC, w~s rehe~rsing in one of the 
rooms in the motel, this group ooillilg led by BEN BRANCH,a 
former music teacher of Memph1s, 'l''einl!llessee., KYLES joined 
this group and they all ~~ng v~rious hymns ~nd SCLC songs 
until ~pproximately 5 p.,m.., At thisi point, Reverend KYLES 
went to Room 306 of the Lorr~ine Motel to visit with 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING., JR,. 1 ~nd Reweirerrnd RALPH D 11 ABERNATHY. 
He poi~ted out that he h~d earlier invited Dr* KING and 
Reverend ABERNATHY to his home ~t 2215 South ParkwBJ.y East for 
a ~isoul dinner 99 on the ewening of April 4, 1968, pointing out 
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thai.t Dr .. KING and Rewereri<dl AEE:RNATH'I both s~vored ~'soul food," 
which would norm~lly ~onsi~t of neck bones, chitterlings, 
turnip greens and bl~ck-ey~d pe~s, ~nd th~t his wife had 
consented to cook such a dinn®r for Dr. KING and his group. 
He pointed out th~t both K1NG and ABERNATHY h~d been reminded 
by him earlier th~t din~er w~~ to b~ ~t approxi~tely 6 p.m. 

Be recalled th~t during the ~pproximate period from 
5~30 p.m. to 5:55 p.m., April 4 1 1968 9 th~t Dro KING, 
Reverend ABB:RNATHY an<dl Rew~rend KYLES s~t and talked in 
Room 306 as Dro KING and ABERNAfflY dressed in preparation 
for the din~er appointment. At a time estimated by KYLIS 
as being 5:55 p.ma, or thereabout~, Dro KING walked out of 
Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, the door of which faces 
west and overlooks a swimmi~g pool and parking area onto 
Mulberry Street, which is a narrow north=south street in 
Memphis., Dr .. KINGvs room, 306, wal51 oID! the secoud floor and 
as one walks out of the room tl:ere is a balcony and walkway 
area, the balcony having an iron r~il ~pproxim~tely three 
feet high to keep one from falling off t~ balcony. Dr. KING, 
KYLES recalled, stood on th~ b~l~ony and was speaking with 
various people standing in the p~rki~g ~rea of the motel 
directly beneath him. One of the pers©n~ with whom Dr. KING 
w~s speaking was Revere~d JESSE JACKSON 1 an SCLC staff member 
from Chicago, Illinois., KYLES recfe1lled leawing Room 306 and 
going out and t~lking with Dr. KING, telling him not to 
bring too many people to his house or there would not be 
enough food to s~tisfy ~11 of them. KYLES also recalled 
that SOLOMON JONES, a loc~l Negro who works for one of the 
funeral home~, h~d been Dr., .. KING~~ ·ch~uff~ur while in Memphis 
and that KING may have made ~om~ comment to JONES about getting 
the car ready for their trip to the. KYLES residence. 

Reverend KYLES al~o r@called th~t at about this 
period of time Reverend ABERNATHY had ~pplied shaving cream 
to his face prep~ring to t~k~ a quick sh~we before departing 
to dinner and that KYLES and KING were st~nding side by 
side on the balcony aJ:lld he ~l~o recalled! that KING spoke 
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE who is aIDi attorIDley fo:l!? SCLC and who. 
was in Memphis with the SCLC st~ffe 
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Others recalle~ by KYLES ~ing on the ground 
lewel within viewing and list~n:llilTilg dist~lrilce of Dr. KING 
were Reverend JAMBS L. BBVBL 9 al~o of the SCLC staff and 
who has recEHttly been living iIDJ Chic~go 9 and several 
young Negroes, name~ not r®c~lle~ 9 who had been h~nging 
around and supporti~g the s~nit~tion workers strike. 
He pointed out th~t he would put the~® folks in the 
category of ~~ero worshiper~i~ who liked to be around KING 
and other important person~ge~. 

At this point, KYLES ~~timated the time as 
being approximately 6 o 9 clock p.m99 ~nd st~ted th~t he, 
KYLES, started to walk north on th® balcony walkw~y toward 
the old Lorraine Hotel portio~ of th~ ~stablishment for 
the purpose of getting his c~r, which was parked on the 
parking lot. He recalled lo©king dowro ~nd s~ying something 
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIOOE who w~s standing o~ the ground and 
estim~ted that he had walked! ~pproximately four door-.-lengths 
north of Room 306 when he, KYLES, heard a loud but possibly 
muffled sound., At first he thought it w~s .~ inoise from 
the immediate are~ possibly c~us~d by the backfiring of 
an automobile or possibly even a loud firecracker which 
had exploded in the immediate vicinity. 

He was next ~onscious of seeing Reverend JAMES L. 
BEVEL who had been st~ndi~g on the ground 10Jorth of Room 306 
r11.unin ing to the motel are~ o~tenl§libly for cover and recalled 
some unknown im::lividu(ll).1 yelling if[] w. loud voicejl 9"They've 
shot MARTIN" u At this point hie turn~d around and looked 
b~ck south toward the ent~~~ce of Room 306 ~nd was next 
conscious of seeing DrQ KING's prone bodyo KING was resting 
on the bta.lcony f lo©!" with hil§l b~©k tlQl the floor,, his face 
f~cing upward, his feet p~rti~lly protruding through the 
grill work of the iron ~~ilw~:y,a~d his head he~ded in a south~ 
ea~terly direction to~ard the p~s~~g~w~y just south of Room 
306 .. 

KYLES continued th~t he took~ quick glance at 
KING's prone body after re~chi~g s~me ~nd ~~w a g~ping hole 
in wh~t he recalled to be the right side of KING'S face 
in the &ilre&ti of his cheiek b@KM!l W.ltlld protruding dowXJ1ward into 
his neck area. He st~ted th~t be w~s not f~mili~r with 
guns or gun wou~ds but he su~coltll~ciou~ly re~lized that the 
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noise which he had he~rd h~d u~~oubtedly been that of a 
gunshot which h~d wou~ded D~$ KING. He poi~ted out that 
KING's eyes appeared to~ ope~ ~~d th~t he personally 
felt KING may still have been ~liwe~ He w~s not conscious 
of anyone else ~ear KING's body at this time and pointed 
out th~t he went into a state of shock and r~n rather 
hysterically into Room. 306 where,. h.~ ~ttempted to use a 
telephone for the pu~pose of calling an ~mbulance. In 
the meantime, ABERNATHY had ru~ out of Room 306 with 
shaving cream still on his f~ce in~~ effort to see what 
had happened to Dr~ KING. KYLES pointed out that in his 
confusion he was unable to pick up the pho~e properly to 
call the motel switchboard to ~sk for ~n ambulance and 
!"ecalled ABERNATHY running b&J.ck into the room ~nd telling 
him to settle down and ga~n his composure ~s everything 
would be all right, 

KYLES came back out of the room to the vicinity.of 
KINGis body and w~s next co~~cious of ~eei~g several uniformed 
Memphis Police officers ru:mlilillilg Ol!l foot toward the vicinity of 
KING'S body and recalled ~om.e of them yellingv vvwnat happened?" 
He stated that he r~called yelling ~t sorJ!!M.~ of· the police 
officers to call an ambulanceo He was next conscious of· 
Revere~d ABERNATHY lea~i~g over KING~~ prone body attempting 
to talk with KING or to get some response from him and could 
recall hearing ABBRNATlrIY say i, Vj:MfARTIN, c~n you hear me?" 

Revere!tl.d KYLBS rec~lleidl :iruIDJID! iirng into Room 306 and 
grabbing up a bedspread off (Q)»:JJ.e of the beds which he brought 
out to use to cover KING'S body~ He rec~lled that a white 
male employee of the United St~tes Justice Department, name 
not recalled 9 who had been stayi»:JJg ~t the motel brought a towel 
which someone held over the large g~ping wound on the right 
side of KING'S f~ce. 

Within~ few moments a~ ~mbul~nce ~rrived to take 
KING's body to a ho~pit~l and he rec~lled that a JOSEPH 
LOUW9 an Afric~n who i~ ~ photograph~r m~d who was staying 
at the motel, took som~ pic:tur®~ i.n the imm.ediate vicinity 
and that many of the people who by this t im.e had come to the 
balcony seemed to point tow~~d th~ we~t side of Mulberry 
where there is a thicket of bu~h®s ~~d ~mpty land bordered 
further on the west by the b~ck side of some old two-story 
brick buildings which face on Main Street a~d indic~ted in 
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their pointing and colllllll1ID.ents th~t the shot probably came 
from th~t general directio~ .. In other words, the shot 
came from the west tow~rd the e~i§lt,. 

Thereafter, ~ccording to Reverend KYLES, an 
ambul2nce crew took Dr,. KING'S body to the St. Joseph 
Hospittai.l., 

Reveriennd KYLES looked ~rt a series of photographs 
which appeared in vLife Mi1g@.zil.lle 9 go issue of April 12 9 1968, 
some of which were t~ken immediately ~fter the shooting of 
Dr.. KING ~nd prior to the arr iv~l of the ambulance and,-iwhich 
depict Dr,. KING's prone body lying f~ce up on the concrete 
walkway on tra second floor b~lcony of the Lorraine Motel 
~nd taken by Photograph~r JOSEPH LOUW. He stated that the 
only people that he could identify by ~~me in the early 
photographs prior to the ~rriw~l of the ~mbulance were 
Reverend ANDREW YOUNG of the SCLC stia!.ff and some local 
unidentified Negroes who were appare~tly a~sisting in an 
effort to render immediate first ai.d to Dr" KING~ Reverend 
KYLES pointed out that these photogr~phs must have been tak~.n 
almost immedi~tely followi~g the shooting of Dr. KING becatt~e 
they do not show the bedspre~d ower KING's body. 

He stated that very few people ~ctually were 
cog!!liz~nt of the fact that Dr,, KING was to be a dinner guest 
at his home on the eve:ning of April 4, 1968; that among the 
guests who had been invited to his recollection were Dr,, KING, 
his brother, Reverend A0 D .. WILLIAMS KING 9 aX!ld two of the 
latter's comp~nions 9 Mrs. LUKIE WARD ~nd Mrs9 GEORGIA M. DAVIS, 
both of Louisville 9 Kentucky; and th~t Reverend ABERNATHY 
w~s to have been there, as w~s CHAUNCEY BSKRIOOBo He stated 
th~t Reverend ANDREW YOUNG ~nd HOSEA WILLIAMS, both of the 
SCLC staff 9 were also to be his dinner guests on that 
evening .. 

He st~ted that to his r@collectio~ there had been 
no publicity concerning the fact th~t KING and his small 
party were to be hi~ dilfil~er gue~t~ ~nd that it appeared to 
be a mere coincidence that Dro KING walked out in front of 
the doorw~y of Room 306 ~lfild rstood tll:U;,l:'EJ some four to five. 
minutes prior to the ti~ th~t he w~s ~hoto 
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Reverend KYLES st~ted th~t he h~d searched his 
m.emory during the intervel!'ling t im.e subsequeDt to Dr .. KING 's 
being shot and that at no time could he recall seeing 
~nyone to the west or nort hwe~t from which di irect ion he 
is now convinced the shot c~m@. He s~w no one looking out 
~ny of the windows m the buildings facing Main Street, 
the rear entrances of which would have f~ced the Motel; 
~nd he saw no one on the ground b®lo~~ 

He stated th~t he t~lked with CHAUNCEY ESKRIOOB 
shortly after the shooting ~nd th~t ESKRIDGE who was on the 
ground level in the parking 1a1r<eai. in front of thei Motel 
stated that after the shot he, ~SKR!OOE, had run west 
from the Motel to the middle of Mulberry Street but that 
he did not see anyone with any fire arm either on the ground 
or in any of the buildings~ Reverend KYLE:S recalled that 
SOLOMON JONES has been repo~ted to have stated that he saw 
someone possibly with a white he~dpiece in the ground area 
just west of the west side of Mulberry Street behind the 
bushes and possibly saw someone drop something in that 
area. 

Reverend KYLES stated that in fairness to JONIS, 
JONES could not have seen the ground w,rea which he had 
originally described because of the f~ct that there is a 
brick retaining wall which su~rounds the swimming pool and 
that JONES would have been behind this wall when KING was 
shot and could not have seen behind the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street as thi~ wall is about eight feet 
tall. . 

Reverend KYLES concluded th~t none of his 
acquaintances in the SCLC or other ~cquaintances in Memphis 
who have been close to the Negro movement can recall anything 
concerning any suspicious movements in the vicinity of tne 
Lorraine Motel immediately preceding or during the time that 
Dr. KING was shot. 
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On April 18, -1968 9 'C&RLES BALLARD, 830 Kansas 
Street, Memphis, TeXAnes:see » p'ersonally contacted the 
Memphis, Tennessee, FBI Offi~e and advised SA HOWELLS. 
LOWE and SA WILLIAM H. LAWRE~E that he registered into 
room 310 of the Lorraine Motel on the afternoon of March 
30, 1968, and rema~~ed registered ~t this motel until 
April 4, 1968. He depar-ted f'rom this motel just prior 
to 6 P.M. the evening of April 4, 1968. 

BALLARD advised he was not at ~he motel at the 
time Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING w~:s shot and advised he has 
no knowledge regardin.g who may·have shot Dr. KING. He 
stated that duri~g the period he resided. a~ the motel, no 
one inquired of him of aKlly i~formatiol!ll reg,a~di.ng Dr. KING, 
and he noticed no one im parti@ul~r expressing any unusual 
interest in the looatio~ of Dr. K:,UlfG 9 s room at the motel. ·~ . 

BALLABD stated that wh.eim he departed the motel 
at approximately 5:45 P.M. 9 April 4, 1968 9 there were sever-al 
persons walking around iIDi frol!llt of the motel. He stated :. 
he paid no particular attentioXll to th~se persons and is 
unable to reeall al!llyol!lle in this group whom he knows. 
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On April 23, 1968, SA's HOWELLS. LOWE and WILLIAM H. 
LAWRENCE interviewed an individual identifying himself as JAMES 
E~MORE PHILLIPS, JR., who resides at 1592 Short Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, and who is a $enior at LeMoyne College, 807 - ~5 
Walker Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Mr. PHILLIPS advised that on or about March 30, 1968, 
he checked into room 315 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 MulbeJ"ry, 
Memphis, and continued to stay there until the late afternoon 
of April 4, 1968. He stated he well recalled the arrival of 
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., President, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, in Memphis on the morning of April 3, 
1968, and recalled that Dr. KING and several of his Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) Staff associates checked 
into the Lorraine Motel on April 3, 1968, with Dr.' KING staying 
in room 306 on the second floor, which was seve~al doors north 
of the room occupied by PHILLIPS. 

PHILLIPS stated that he left the motel, til~f~-ti'r:S~~? 'p. m, 
Thursday, April 4, 1968, with some of his associate~;:>;~~'­
BALLARD, CHARLES LA VERNE CABBAGE~ JOHN BURRELL SMITH_, . jn4','_ ii·:" , 
EDWINA HARRELL, who also had been staying at the motel., , l~Jl.,LIJ>S 
stated he left on foot, walked :slouth on Mulberry to- Butler St.reet, 
west on Butler to Main Street·, where he caught a #45 ''Walker I\{<>mesn 
bus, a city ijus, going south on Main Street, catching this bus 
almost immediately after arriving on Main Street. 

He stated he rode this bus to South Memphis and walked 
to 1644 Hanauer, apt. 2, the apartment currently occupied by JOHN 
B. SMITH. He stated upon arrival at the SMITH residence, SO!lleone 
had on the television and they heard the report on television-tb~t 
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 11 had been shot at approximate'l-f-.61:0l 
p"m. as he stood on the second floor balcony of the Lorra~9,e---Motel. 

PHILLIPS stated that at no time during the period in 
which he stayed at the Lorraine Motel did anyone, to his recoll~ction, 
inquire as to where Dr. KING was staying or as to which room was 
being occupied by Dr. KING and he s~w no individuals in the are~ 
arousing his suspicions. 

PHILLIPS stated that he paid no particular attention 
to the buildings on South Main Street just west of·the Lor~ain~, 
Motel and recalled seeing no one look out any of the windows ip 
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