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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:
Report of: SA JOE C. HESTER Office: ~ MEMPHIS
Date: Am‘ii ll, 1959
Field Office File #  Memphis 44-1987 _Bureau File # 4488881
Title: JANMESE EARL MY'
Dr. mm LUTEER KING, JR. - VICTIM
Characte:  @IVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY .
Synopsis: @n 3/10/69, subject apmwm before Judge W. PRESTON

BATTLE, Divisiss XII, Crimimal Court, Shelby County,
Memphis, Tenn., 2nd entered plea of guilty to murder
m the firvst degree for which he was sentenced to 99
years imprisonsment. On 3/13 and 3/14/60, efforts made
mx ‘Agents te interview RAY at Tenmnesses State
ﬁaaniwmiwy, Naghville, Tennr., were unsuccessiul.

on i./?fﬁ@, subject filed in Crimiual Court of Bhelby
County, ﬁ*am. v & motien for a new frial.

-“ P
DETAILS:
. m Mareh 180, 1969, the subjeet and his attoraey,
P REMAY, appeared before Judge W. PRESTON BATTLE,

m £
bDivision II, ms.maml Court of Shelby County, Memphis,
Tennessee, and entered s @1% of guilty te murder in the
irvet degree for having murdered By. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
RAY wans sentenced to aia@ty mim g ears imprisonment, this
having previously been agreed to by RM’, by the Distriet
Aw\wmy Mml, and by Judge BATTLE

" 8a mmh 13, 1968, and again en March 14, 1969,
the subject RAY, then inearcerated at the T&mneﬁses ftate
Penitentiary, Nashville, Teunessee, declined teo be inter-
vmm by Specisl Agents of the FBI.
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: On April 7, 1968, the subject threugh his
attorneys, RICHARD J. RYAN, J. B. STONER, and ROBERT W.
HILL, JR., filed in the Crimimal Court of Shelby County,
Tennessee, 2 mnotion for a mew trial. The subject asks
that the Court set aside his waiver, his plea of guilty,
and his conviction and that he be granted a pew trial.
Subject states that his waiver, plea, and ceonviction were
the results of his being deprived of legal counsel, in
vielation of the 14th and 6tk Amendments te the U. 8,
Constitution. The subjeet states he will show that he
and his two prior attorneys, ARTHUR HANES and PERCY FOREMAN,
entered  into contracts with the auwther WILLIAM BRADFORD
HUIE while the subject was awaiting trial,and that these
contracts established 2 conflict of imterest between the
subject and his two prier attorneys. The subjeet therefore
asks that the judgment heretofore entered be set aside and
that his case be resteored to the trial calendar.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy teo:

Report of: BA JORB ¢, HEBTER Office: uEMPHIS

Date: &”il 21. 1968

Field Office File #: ¥emphis 44--1986%7 Bureau File #: §4=-38881
Title: JANES EARL BAY;

Br. MARTIN '?%‘:‘14_:_&:;4::»

EING, JR. - VICTIN

Character: CIVIL xm - CONSPIRACY

Synopsis: @R &/13/‘6& msm appsared before Judge V. PRESTON
BATTLE, Pivisien X1, Crimimnl Court, Shelby Counmty,
Nemphis, Tean., and sntered plea of guilty to murder
in the ﬂmt degred for whiczh he was sentenced to 99
g.u imprisopment. ©n 3/18 and 3/14/69, efforts made
¥BI Agents %o ianterview BAY at Tennessee Stste
Penitentisry, Mashville, Tenn., wers unsuccesaful.
On 4/7/68, subject filed in Crimionl Courts of Bhelby
County, Tenn., & motion for & new drial,

- B o
DETAILS: ’

~_ On Mareh 10, 1968, the subject and his attorney,
PERCY FORBMAN, appeared befors Judge V. FRESTON BATTLE,
Mviem Iix, mma Court of Shelby County, lMemphis,
Tennagtos MMMuﬂmantymmhsm
:t&nt iama for having murdered Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
mr was sentenced to minety nine imprisomment, this

haviang previously been agreed to BAY, by the District
&twrm Geneval, and by Judge BATTLE.

©n March 13, 1969, and again on March 14, 1089,
the ¢ et RAY, then imcaveoerated al the Teanessee Siate
Penitentiary, mnmua, Tonneasee, declined te be inter~
viewed by Special Agents of the FBI.

This document contains neither recommendauons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 1s loaned to
your agency; it and its contents .are not to be distributed outside your agency.

¢ U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1967-~0-273-878

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

QT




ME 44-1987

on ‘April T, 1969, the mwm throug
wrneys , BICHARD J. m, 4. B, STONER m mm w.

nm. m,, filed 4w the Crimimal @m of Shelby County,

eonessee, & motion for a sew trial. The subject asks
m&; the Court set aside his waiver, his plea of guilty,
and his convietion and that he be granted a new trial.
Subject astates that his waiver, plea, and convictlion were
the results of his being Wiw@ a:f lmi counsel, in
vislation of the 14th and 6th Amendments
Conatitution. The sabject mam m uu show that he
and his two prier attorneys, ARTHUR BANES and pmmmx
entered iste contracts with the suther WILLIAM BRADE
BUIE while the subject wan awaiting trial,ond tkat tm
‘gentracis established a confliet ef mwt hetwoen the
subject and his m wm atterneys. The mbjwt therefore
asks that the Jjudgmen Wm entered be mt mm and
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