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RE: ERIC STARVO GADT//

By communication dated Apfil 13, 1968, the Columbia
Office of the FBI advised as follows:

CLARENCE_SHAKELFORD ¢f New York City, while
traveling by Greyhound Bus from Jacksonville, Florida, noted
at Walterboro, South Carolim, that a new bus driver boarded
the bus at approximately 11 A, M, on April 12, 1968. A new
passenger also boarded at Walterboro and sat by SHAKELFORD in
the rear of the bus. This passenger reportedly strongly
resembled the profile of the artist's conception of the
individual who assassinated MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. He was
described as a white male, about 45 years of age, 6 feet,
170 pounds, ruddy appearance, sandy-colored or light brown
hair with widow's peak with receding hair line on sides,
unkempt appearance, long thin nose with high bridge, pale
complexion, wearing work pants and no coat, Army-type high
boots, and no socks.

At Raleigh, North Carolina, the bus driver, who was
described as being heavy and over 6 feet tall, walked to the
back of the bus and gave this individual a ticket and mentioned
something about having checked the man's blanket. At that time,
the individual left the bus and returned a short time later
with a khaki, rolled, Army blanket, which was loosely rolled
and tied with a light-colored grass cord. Both the blanket
and the man's shoes were covered with dried mud of light color.
This individual stayed aboard the bus until it reached Richmond,
Virginia, where he disembarked.

SHAKELFORD advised he believes this man had some prior
conversation with the bus driver concerning the blanket and
is certain the bus driver would remember him.

On April 13, 1968, D. R. BOUNDS, Manager, Greyhound
Bus Terminal, Greyhound Bus Station, Charleston, South Carolina,
advised the description of the driver fitted the description
of R, T. HODGENS, who drove one of the two buses which left
Walterboro at 11:25 A, M, on April 12, 1968. He advised HODGENS
resides at Raleigh, North Carolina, and can be reached through
R, P. WELLS, Superintendent, Greyhound Bus Terminal, Morgan
Street, Raleigh North Carolina. T )
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The following investi ation was conducted by
SA DONALD M., MURRAY:

AT RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA

R. T. HODGENE‘:Greyhound Bus Driver, Raleigh,
North Carolin@, advised on April 13, 1968, that the incident

described by SHAKELFORD occurred on April 9, 1968. He stated
an unknown individual with a reddish-~tan suitcase and a
blanket roll boarded his bus at Florence, South Carolina, at
approximately 2:30 P, M, and was observed by Mr. CAMPBELL,
bus station manager. This individual is unknown to HODGENS
and he was traveling at least as far as Richmond, Vriginia;
however, he could have had a ticket to a more distant city.
HODGENS said he departed the bus at Raleigh, North Carolina,
and can furnish no additional descriptive data or information
concerning the unknewn individual.
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Re JAMES EARL RAY' /

On April 20, 1968, the Bureau telephonically
advised the Charlotte Office of the FBI that a call had just
been received at Washington, D. C., from JAMES H, WILLIAMS
a Negro male, who resides at 137 Adams StTreet, Rochester,

New York. WILLIAMS was calling the Bureau from a location
near Washington, D, C, He advised that at approximately
11:00 p.m., April 19, 1968, he stopped at an Amoco Service
Station on Interstate 85 Just before getting to Durham, -
North Carolina. While at the station a man whom he believes
-was identical with JAMES EARL RAY drove into the station

in a 1960 Chevrolet, gray, with a rust-red top bearing North
Carolina License YT-1618. The man put gas in his own car

and appeared to be in a hurry to leave. He was described

as a whlte male, '5'11" tall, 185 pounds. o

The 0110w1ng 1nvest1gat10n was . conducted by SA
LEONARD H MC/COY:

Oan April 20, 1968, the records of the Department
of Motor Vghicles, Raleigh, North Carolina, revealed that
North Car¢glina License YT-1618 is issued to JERRY WAYNE_
TREXLER, Box 58, East Spencer, North Carolina.

e —

The following investigation was conducted'by SA
KENNETH R. SMITH at Salisbury and East Spencer, North
Carolina:

On April 20, 1968, W. H. MORGAN, Spencer, North
Carollna, advised he 1s a male carrier and is familiar with
JERRY WAYNE TREXLER, a former resident of Spencer who presently
resides in East Spencer. MORGAN was shown a photograph of
JAMES EARL RAY and he advised there does not appear to be
any resemblance between RAY and TREXLER.

On April 20, 1968, Mrs M. B WINGATE, Clerk,
Town Hall, East Spencer, North Carolina, adv1sed that
JERRY WAYNE TREXLER resides at 12 Spencer Street, East

Spencer, and has resided at that address at least since
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December 29, 1967. She was not familiar with TREXLER
personally and was unable to advise whether a photograph ot
RAY looked similar to TREXLER.

: CHARLES E, HERRON Chief of Pollce, East Spencer,
'North Carolina, advised on Apr11 20, 1968, that he is familiar
with JERRY WAYNE TREXLER inasmuch as he has arrested hinm
several times for drunkenness, He said the police department
_does not maintain records.and he could not recall the exact
dates on which he arrested TREXLER., He stated that TREXLER
is a long-tlme resident of Spencer and East Spencer and is
employed by the Tar Heel Pavement Company, Salisbury, North
~Carolina. He viewed a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY and
advised that TREXLER does not resemble RAY.

DAVE SHULER, Chlef Sallsbury, North Carollna,

“police Department, advised on April 20, 1968, that his

. records show that JERRY WAYNE TREXLER was arrested April 8,
1963, . after causing an accident. At that time he was 20 years
of age. SHULER does not know TREXLER personally

On April 22 1968, Mrs. MEREDITH NANCE, Tar Heel
Construction Company, Sallsbury, advised TREXLER has been
employed by that company since January 30, 1968, and is
. still so employed. She said the payroll records show he
did not report for work on March 30 or April 4, 1968, but

was at work on March 29 and April 3, 1968. ‘
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Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

(Priority)

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: SAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365) (P)
MURKIN 1
Re Columbia teletype to Charlott"é 4/13/68, and
Charlotte teletype to Columbia dated 4/13/68.

Enclosed for the Memphis Office are 9 copies of

insert regarding ERIC STARV \

By referenced Charlotte teletype, lead was set out
for Columbia to contact station manager, Mr. GAMPBELL and
attempt to determine if unknown individual purchased ticket at
Florence and attempt to verify designation as Richmond, Va.

“ARMED AND DANGEROUS”
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Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in
, (Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

(Priority)

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
SAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365) (P)
MURKIN

'Re Knoxville airtel to Charlotte 417/68;
.Memphis teletype 4/19/88.

Enclosed for Memphifg are nine copies of investigative
insert re ERIC STARVO GALT,.,”
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Re ERIC STARVO GALT//

By communicAtion dated April 17, 1968, the
Knoxville Office of fhe FBI adyised'as follows:

- J. BOLES, Representative, Associated Press,
ChattanodPF —TETmcssee, on April 14, 1968, furnished
information that he attended college with one JQMES C. GALT
of Richmond, Virginia. He said GALT has been employed by
DuPont Company in Richmond, Virginia, and was pecently
transferred to Chattanooga. . o

Upon contact, JAMES COLQUHOUN GALT'informed that

he had been with the DuPont Company . approximately ten years.
(The records of DuPont Company, Chattanooga, indicated he was
at work in Chattanooga on April 4, 1968.) GALT further
advised he is an only son, however, he does have a cousin,
(First Name Unknown) GALT, age 40 to 45. This individual

is the son of his father's brother, THOMAS C. GALT, who
resides in Raleigh, North Carolina, and works for a
railroad. :

- Mrs. LAURA KICE, 720 Northwood Avenue, Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, or J, D. SIEGFRIED, stepmother and cousin
respectively of JAMES C, GALT, possibly have knowledge of
the whereabouts of the son of THOMAS C. GALT.

The following investigation was conducted by
SA DONALD M, MURRAY at Raleigh,_North Carolina:

On April 19, 1968, ED WARREN, Seaboard Coastline
"Railroad, Raleigh, advised his records reflect CHARLES COLQUHOUN
GALT was a former engineer for that company .and retired on -
May 30, 1954. He resided on Morrison Avenue in Raleigh.
He died on April 14, 1956, and was survived by his wife,
name unknown, who died several years later. The records
revealed nothing further regarding him or his family.

The 1956 Raleigh City Directory revealed that
LILLIAN GALT, widow, resided at 316 Morrison Avenue and
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the 1957 C1ty Directory listed Mrs. BETTY J. GALT, employed
at Boylan Pearce Company, as re51d1ng at the same address.

On Apr11 19, 1968, Mrs. BETTY BARBOUR, Boylan
Pearce Company, Ra1e1gh, adv1sed records revealed that BETTY
J. GALT, wife of W, C, GALT, was employed as a secretary
from February 21, T§57 to July 26, 1957, and resided at
316 Morrison Avenue She was twenty-four years old in 1957,
had one child, atterided junior coéllege in California and
previously, in September, 1953, worked at Harolds Department
Store, Marksville, Louisiana. Her husband was attending
the North Carollna State Unlver51ty.

Mrs. BARBOUR stated that sometime after leaving
Boylan Pearce Mrs. GALT filed an upemployment claim at
Hessmer, Loulslana, or Alexandrla, Loulslana This was
probably in April, 1959. ‘ - o

On April 22, 1968, Mr. T;SGREYER;,Registrar's
Office, North Carollna State University, advised records

reve . C. GALT, 316 Morrison Avenue, Raleigh,
born n Pamllco County, North Carolina, attended
that school from February 18,1950, to April 27, 1951, and

from January, 1957, to August 1958 His mother was listed
as LILLI and he was a U, S. Navy veteran, Navy Serial
Number . The records contained no information
regardlng his current whereabouts. He attended Broughton
High School Ralelgh, prior to enterlng State Unlver51ty.

On Apr11 23, 1968, WILLIAM BLACKBURN Broughton

 High Schoo leigh, advised his records revealed WILLIAM c. -
GALT, born | aleigh, resided 316 Morrison
Avenue.  ‘He attended that school from 1943 until he

dropped out in 1947.. Hdwever, in 1950, he was granted a
diploma as a result of passing a m111tary SED test. The
" records contained no further pertinent information.
regarding GALT, his family or his whereabouts.
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FBI
Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

(Priority)

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: SAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365) (P)
MURKIN
Re Charlotte teletype 4/22/68;
Miami teletype 4/22/68;
Atlanta telephone call /4/23/68;
Charlotte teletype 4/23/68.

Enclosed for Memplfis are nine copies of investigative
insert re JAMES EARL RAY.
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Re JAMES EARL RAY /

On April 21, 1968 PETER S GILCHRIST 146 Plac1d
Place, Charlotte, North Carol na, at on April 12,
1968, he was traveling from Atlanta, Georg1a, to Houston,
Texas, via Eastern Airlines flight 143. He said this flight
" left Atlanta at 11:05 a.m. and arrived in Houston at approxi-
mately 12: 30 p.m.

He said upon viewing JAMES EARL RAY's photograph

in the newspapers on April 21, 1968, he is sure that RAY

was a passenger on the flight to Houston. He said an individual
sat directly across the isle from him on this flight and

that this individual was traveling without luggage. The only
" difference between RAY and this individual was the color

of hair. He said the man on the plane was blond haired but
otherwise had the same characteristics as RAY.

- He advised that there were approx1mate1y 45 or 50
1nd1v1duals on the flight but as far as he knew this individual
was the bnly other individual who got off at Houston.

The following investigation was conducted by
SAs L., HOLMES ELEAZER and CRAWFORD F. WILLIAMS at Charlotte,
"North Carolina:

- On April 23, 1968, GILCHRIST was reinterviewed,

at which time he advised that on the Eastern flight number
133 from Atlanta to Houston on April 12, 1968, he sat on

the right side of the plane near the trailing edge of the
wind. The individual he thinks looks like JAMES EARL RAY sat
directly across the isle from him in the outside seat on the
left side of the plane. He did not observe this individual
before boarding the plane and did not observe this individual
after they left the plane at Houston. He advised that he,
GILCHRIST, was sitting on the side of the plane which had
three seats and the unknown man was sitting on the side which
~had two seats. There were not any passengers sitting between

| A
FARCHE D, oo PO e
© AL DD Nm%%m

il

'\ ‘ ;;;LMgMPms |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



~ CE 44-1365
‘ CszJwr
g N IWE

them In front of GILCHRIST was ‘a Negro g1r1 Other passengers
_surrounding them were not observed . o

_— . He described . the unknown man he thlnks looks like
JAMES EARL RAY as a white male, 35 to 40 years of age,
.~ ‘mature looking, 170-175 pounds, medium build, well dressed,
“ .no hat observed, wearing a brown suit with a fleck of gold
- or yellow in it, white shirt, tie and brown shoes. No scars
or marks were observed and. no glasses were observed. The
man looked like he was in good health. He had no nervous
- habits which were observed. - He had a conventional haircut
. cand | his hair was light brown and combed to one side. Over-
Aall the man gave a nice looklng appearance ’

GILCHRIST said that he,- GILCHRIST was carry1ng

'w1th him on the plane a small gray suitcase and was wearing
" olive-colored sport coat and grayish-green slacks. He did
not. observe the unknown man w1th any baggage on the plane

: GILCHRIST was shown various photographs of RAY
and he advised that the profile.photograph of RAY taken
March 17, 1960, looks like the man he observed except for
the halr.\ He sa1d he did not: observe the man's ears and

- would have seen only his rlght ear in any event

During the f11ght Wthh ‘lasted for about 12 hours,
the unknown man was not observed talking to anyone, including
passengers or flight personnel. He stood up once in the isle

- and stretched his arms over his head and.immediately sat
down again. GILCHRIST said he could furnish no additional
information regarding this man but reiterated that he
‘looked like the proflle draW1ng and photographs of KING's
assassin. i ,
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Transmit the following in
: (Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

-4

(Priority)

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
SAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365) (P)

Re New Orleans teletype 4/19/68;
Charlotte teletype 4/22/68. S

Enclosed for Memphis are nine copies of/ an insert
concerning ADMINISTRATIVE investigation to be sef forth
in the cover pages of any communications going qutside
the Bureau. This insert concerns JON D, COWELL; a former
PCI of the Charlotte Office, who is idemttcal—with FBI
#296865E.
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ADMINISTRATIVE
Re ERIC STARVO GALT

By communlcatlon date Apr11 19 1968 the New
Orleans Off1ce of the FBI adv1 ed as follows.

A FREDDIE WILLIAM§ 613 North Bayou Drive, Golden.”
Meadow, Louisiana, advised that a white male, age 35, 5'l1"
tall, 160 pounds, brown hair, dark complexion, who resembled‘

" a photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT, rented a room at WILLIAMS"
residence from April 8 to April. 11, 1968, with another A

white male, age 25, 5'8" tall, 140 pounds, light comp xion,‘
names of " these 1nd1v1duals unknown to WILLIAMS

He stated these individuals ‘were drivi
Ford two-door bearing 1968 North Carolina Licerx
‘determined to be registered to JOHN C, COWELL,” Route 3, SN
Box 135, Jacksonville, North Carolina. ‘They departed Golden
Meadow at 4:00 p.m., April 11, 1968 on a boat name unknown,
destined for Fort Isabeile, Texas. . ‘ o

, The following 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by SA
WILLIAM PEARSON'

o Oon April 19, 1968 Patrolman BILLY WOODWARD
Jacksonville, North Car011 s Police Department, adv1sed that,
North Carolina registratiofi records reflect 1968. North 1
Carolina License YM-6355/is registered to JON D, COWELL,

- Box 255, Jacksonv111e, North Carol1na, for a 1964 Ford.
two-door. - _ . ,

. On Apr11 20, 1968 VICTOR MELTS Manager, ABC
Laundry and Cleaners, Jacksonville, North Carolina, advised
COWELL was employed as a truck driver for about three years
until February 19, 1968. "At that time COWELL, who is
separated from hls wife, took another woman, BETTY. LAWSON,
and ‘allegedly went to Florida. He stated he had just

‘received a.letter from COWELL dated April 19, 1968, in
which COWELL stated he was worklng on a shrimp boat and gave
an address of Post Office Box 10, Cameron, L°“151an%z&ﬂ/'5ﬁafé?

COVER-PAGE - {SEARCHED nwmm ) .
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‘The following is a description of JON DENNIS

COWELL:

Sex - Male

Race ' . White

Address Route 3, Box 255
~Jacksonville, North Carolina

Born

. utfalo, New Yor
Height 6' o
Weight 170 pounds -
Hair ' : Blond
Eyes , : ‘ Blue
Complexion ' ‘Medium

COVER PAGE
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(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

S O

(Priority)

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
SAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365) (P)

Enclosed for Memphis/are nine copies of investigative
insert re DAVID JEFF CROWELL.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

hﬂ':w\
@-— Memphis (Encs 9)
1 - Charlotte

CFW:jwr
3)

41// /4/4*/ - %y

SEARCHED. " INDEXED....
SERIALIZED.. ... FILED....... )mm
APR ,‘-2 G ‘;:’:‘168
, FBI — MEMPHIS |/

Va4

Approved: {
Speciahgent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CE 44-1365
CFW: jwr
1

Re DAVID JEFF CROWELL

The following investigation was conducted by SA
DONALD M, MURRAY at Raleigh, North Carolina:

On April 10, 1968, Captain ROBERT E. GOODWIN,
Raleigh Police Department, advised that on April 10, 1968,
he received the follow1ng information from a confldentlal
source:

One JEFF CROWELL of Wadesboro, North Carolina, in
some respects appears similar to the artist conception of
the assassin of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CROWELL's nose and
receding hairline are similar to the artist conception.

CROWELL worked for the Southern Bell Telephone
and Telegraph Company, Charlotte, until about two years ago.
He was originally from Wadesboro, North Carolina, area but
traveled throughout the State of North Carolina for Southern
Bell and on weekends it was his habit to travel out of state.
Consequently, he maintained no permanent residence. CROWELL
admitted membership in the United Klans of America, Inc.,
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (UKA) in Wadesboro and was known
to have Klan literature in his car. He talked strongly on
occasions about his feellngs favorlng segregation.

The last time the source heard of CROWELL was
about eighteen months ago at which time he was self-employed
and was se111ng some type of copylng equipment in Charlotte.

| LS5 442/ Y T
Sex - v “Male . SEARCIED INDEXED,

Race . White SERIALIZEDZ . FILED.. é’

Age - 28-29 ey .

‘Height T 5'10" FBl — MEMPHIS

Weight 150-160 ) IM

Build . Medium : ’ o

Hair - L Light brown o

Complexion o Fair ‘

Scars and Marks = Tattoo of cross between thumb

and forefinger on one of hlS
hands

'CROWELL was described as follows:
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The follow1ng 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by
SA ROBERT M., STEVENSON:

AT WADESBORO, NORTH CAROLINA and LILESVILLE
NORTH_ CAROLINA

On April 12, 1968, Lieutenant PURVIS WALTERS,
Wadesboro Police Department, advised he is personally
acquainted with JEFF CROWELL, a resident of Wade Street,
Wadesboro. He advised CROWELL works at the Hedrick Gravel
and Sand Company in Lilesville, North Carolina. He has been
" living in Wadesboro for several years and is married to a -
local girl. He advised he is in contact with CROWELL two
or three times a week and to his knowledge CROWELL has been
in the Wadesboro area for the past several weeks and has

been working regularly. He said CROWELL'has no arrest
record in Wadesboro : _

On Apr11 16, 1968; Mrs. EVELYN GATEWOOD Secretary,
Hedrlck Gravel and Sand Company, Lilesville, adv1sed that
DAVID JEFF CROWELL works for that company and was working
on March 29, 1968, and April 4, 1968. She advised he has
been employed for. about two years, is 24 years of age, is
"married and lives in Wadesboro.
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Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIR MAIL
(Priority)

SAC, MEMPHIS

s%:/, LITTLE ROCK (157-1215) -P-

MURKIN

Re Memphis teletype to Little Rock, 4/23/68.

Enclosed herewith are 25 copies of an
investigative insert.

For information of Memphis, L. B. VANLANDINGHAM,,
who is employed as a petroleum inspector for the
E. W. Saybolt Company, West Memphis, Arkansas, and
white Buick with 1968 Arkansas license
es slightly resemble photographs of
O GALT, IO #442,

LY~ 19 LT Lyd- B
SEARCHED INDEXED.
SERIALIZED A4.._.__FiLED

APR2 & 1968
, FBI—MEMPHIS .\

2 - Little Rock
JWS/sfs
(4)

@) - Memphis (Enc. 25) %L/

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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IR 157-=1215
JHS /sfs

The following investigation was conducted by
SA LEANDER J. MUNCY at Little Rock, Arkansas:

A check at the Motor Vehicle Bureau, Little Rock,
Arkansas, on April 23, 1968, reflected that Arkansas license
AGY 130 was registered to L. B. VANLANDINGHAM, 2500 South
Woodlawn, West Memphis, Arkansas for a 1960 Buick automobile.

The following investigation was conducted by
SA JAMES W, SKELLEY on April 23, 1968:

The City Directories for West Memphis, Arkansas
from 1960 to the current issue reflect L. B. VANLANDINGHAM
as being employed as an inspector for E, W. Saybolt Company,
West Memphis, Arkansas, which firm is presently located at
202 South Second Street.

ATLEE HARRIS, an attorney who is at 202 South
Second Street, advised that E, W. Saybolt Company is a
firm that conducts research and analyzes petroleum products.
He stated that he knows the individuals who work im this
office, and none of them resemble photographs of JAMES EARL
RAY or ERIC STARVO GALT.

L. B, VANLANDINGHAM, 2500 South Woodlawn,
West Memphis, Arkansas, was observed driving into his
residence in a 1960 Buick, white in color, bearing
1968 Arkamnsas licemse AGY 130,

VANLAND INGHAM advised that he has been employed
by the E. W, Saybolt Company since 1954 as a petroleum
inspector. He stated that between 8:00 and 9:00 a,m, on
April 23, 1968, he was driving the above vehicle on
interstate bypass in Memphis, Tennessee. He was driving
from Nashville, Tennessee to West Memphis, Arkansas.

He stated that he had noticed a woman in a white uniform
driving a red Mustang automobile on the interstate highway
near the Memphis<Arkansas Mississippi River bridge

suntr jfﬁmﬁzﬁgww
; y(vtﬂ-‘ ’
\ o 51— MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



acam

IR 157-1215

because she would pass him and then slow down, and he
would have to pass her,

The following is a description of VANLANDINGHAM :

Name L, B, VANLAND INGHAM
Race Vhite

Sex ¥ale

Date of Birth B ]
Height 511"

Yeight 170 pounds

Eyes Brown

Hair Brown, turning gray
Complexion Dark

Build Medium,
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FBI
Date: 4 /ol /68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

ATRTEL ATRMATL
(Priority)

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
SAC, MOBILE (157-2627) (P)

MURKIN
(00: MEMPHIS)

RE: VOLKSWAGEN BEARING 1968 .
ALABAMA LICENSE 3-1
LEONARD SPEARS,
ROUGE, SIANA - TNFORMANT

Re New Orleans teletype to Mobile 10: 44 p.m.,
4/19/68, air mail copy to Memphis.

Enclosed herewith for Memphis are 25 copies
of insert reflecting investigation concerning this matter,
one copy of insert being furnished New Orleans for infor-
mation. .

/Td;bile indices negative concerning ROBERT D,
Wnbiﬁed in insert. _—

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

é’) Memphis (Encs. 25)\j$/
New Orleans (157 106Y8) (Enc. 1)(Info)

2 - Mobile
JTB: 1jr
(5)

SEARCH:D INDEXED__/ ,
SERIALIZED, ~FilED__
LPR 5 1668

. FBi JVI;MPH;S

L V2

Approved:

N
Special Agent in Charge
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MO 157-2627
JTB: 1jr

VOLKSWAGEN BEARING 1968

ALABAMA LICENSE 3-=17239

LEONARD SPEARS

BATON ROUGE, LOUISTIANA = INFORMANT

LEONARD SPEARS, former East Baton Rouge Sheriff's
Deputy, reported that at 8:45 p.m. April 19, 1968 he had
seen a gray Volkswagen bearing Alabama license 3-17239
on Airline Highway, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and the driver
looked very much like the subject.

The following investigation was conducted at
Montgomery, Alabama, by SA SPENCER H, ROBB:

On April 19, 1968, a check of Alabama Highway
Patrol records reflected 1968 Alabama License 3-17239
issued to ROBERT D, PIKE, 310 Sterling Drive, Montgomery
for a 1964 Volkswagen, 2 door sedan, VIN 6327390. Alabama
Highway Patrol reported no stolen report on this license
or car.

A check of the Montgomery City Directory reflected
PIKE as Service Manager for JACK INGRAM Motor Company,
Montgomery .

~ Efforts to contact PIKE unsuccessful until April
22, 1968, on which date PIKE, who does not resemble subject
RAY, stated he had returned to Montgomery April 20, 1968
from a trip to Louisiana, and that he had spent the night
of April 19, 1968 in New Orleans. He had driven his 1964
Volkswagen, bearing 1968 Alabama license 3-17239, and this
car was not out of his possession at any time. The car
still bears the above license.
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Dut?: L/24/68

-

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIR MAIL
' (Priority)

. DIRECTOR, FBI .(44-38861)

_ FROM:y“;t?SAC, I0S ANGELES (44-1574) (P)

-y

SUBJECT: MURKIN
00: Memphis

Re Los Angeles teletype 4/22/68.

Enclosed for the Bureau are four (4) exposed,
undevelpped sheets of color filmad four (4) Polaroid
plctures of reproducticns of laundry marks placed on
shirtg and bed linens. Also enclosed for Chicago are
four (4) Polaroid pictures of the above laundry marks.

The above laundry marks represent a collection
of laundry marks placed on shirts, bed linens, and other
items of clothing belonging to JAMES EARL RAY, while using
the name ERIC STARVO GALT inthe Los Angeles, California,
area. These laundry marks may still be on various articles
of clothing and linen in the possession of RAY.

Chicago 1s requested to complete arrangements
for publication cf the laundry marks in American Trade
Magazine publications, if Bureau approval has been given
to this project.

3 - Bureau (Encls. 8) (ausSD)
- Chicago sEncls. Z(AMSD)
Ci}- Memphis (Info) (44-1987) " . /
- Birmingham (Info) (44-1740) e b -
1 - Atlanta (Info) (44-2386) INDEXED.

RCHED
1 - Los Angeles SER

SER\AUZED (. 1(\6
aey™ APR 2.6 158

Appreved:
Special Agert in Charge-
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LA 44-1574

The Bureau may wish to furnish coples of the
~_color photographs tcd all continental offices as well as
the Legat, Ottawa for use in eliminating suspects. Laundry
and Dry Cleaning trade publications will be distributed
in Canada as well as the entire United States.

The packet containing the uﬁdeveloped sheet film
contains exposure and film type data for information of
the Color Film Processing Unit at the Bureau.
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 4/24 /68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

(Priority)

- SAC, MEMPHIS
FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (44-696) (P)

MURKIN |
CIVIL RIGHTS
00: MEMPHIS

Re Knoxville teletype to Memphis dated 4/19/68
and Memphis telephone call to ASAC, Knoxville 4/23/68.

On 4/23/68 T, P, DALY, Postal Inspector in
Charge, Chattanooga, Tennessee, made avai le for inspection
a letter addressed to Mr. ERIC S. GALT, 08 Highland Ave.,
Birmingham, Alabama, poOstmarked Chattanooga, Tennessee,
AM 4/16/68 and which was returned marked "addressee moved,
left no address."

Mr. DALY stated the above letter was returned to
him from the Dead Letter Office, Memphis, Tennessee, and
‘examination revealed its contents as only two religious
tracts. One tract is entitled "Hell Is It Real?" and is
distributed by Grace and Truth, 215 Oak, Hillery, Danville,
Illinois; the second tract is entitled, "God's Simple
Plan of Salvation”, distributed by Berean Gospel Distributors,
Inc., P, O, Box 891, Indianapolis, Indiana.

It would appear the above letter was sent by a
religious fanatic, who obtained the GALT name and address
from newspaper accounts, which carried GALT's full name
and Birmingham address.

2 Memphis
2 - Knoxville

DLS:pjb ' b FILED
4 SERIALIZED...4-F 115
) PR26 1068

— MEMPHIS

Approved: Q(6./ Q‘) : Sent

Special ,ngnt in Charge
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FBI
Date: 4/24/6%

Transmit the foliowing in

(Type in plainiext o code)

AIRMATL

(Priority)

, CHICAGO
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIEL
SUBJDCT:  NURKIH

Re telephone calls Newark to Chicago to Springfield.

On 4/24/068 }ecords tpdtion,

Vehiclies  Areveal 196 .."' 0is .icensc

to HALOLD And/or PATRICES / 1301 Nort
Iitinois, 1or uUse on a 1964 Cadiilac,

negative re HAROLD and PATY

Department of Motor Vebicla:

Chief of Poli ‘3 LUBANK enton, Illinods,
Polisce Department, sdviged VARD, an elderly miner
enployed at Orient #5, Loga ;. [11linod for sciie years,
residez at 1201 No"*‘ Main. y DAVID &, WARD at
the same address as of 1930 C"*v Directory and DAVID is
narricd to HARCGARET or MARGMRY. DAVID is cmployed as a
scrvice station attendant,

MACK and LIARGARET ”AR‘ 1301 North Ladin, Beilton
cduring a pretext 1DQU ‘y, aavised the Io110u11
information: '

Jilinois,

HALOLD is their son, who is married to PATRICIA

‘who have two infaut sons. PATRICIA previousiy

15 Flicker Drive, Ilorissant, Missouri. HARCLD
the United States Mavy appr XLNuLo y three years
veturned from Vietnan and is currently attending
ing school in Pennsylvania pOSSADly PnlladeLJh‘a,

oresent address is 2420 Arnold Strect, Camden,

PFARSGLD and his family leit Benton approximaielv
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- Chicago 4/‘[‘/?/7/;14557‘,5«:95

SEARCHEL
- Newark EARCHEL.
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(;} Memphis (44-1937 SERIALIZED £ f¢m
HGpringiield - i
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"/ SRS J {(J)

Special Agent in Charge
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SI 44-581

3/26/68 and arvived Camden, New Jersey, the following ¥riday
or Laturday. This is their first trip to Camden and- to the
best oi their knowledge, neither HAROWLD nor his wife knew any

individuals in Camden priorv to their arrival,

HACK VARD also advised that HAROLD ovns
resently driving a greyish colored 1982 Cadillac.
o j=3 J
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIR MAIL
(Priority)

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM ¢ SAC, OKLAHOMA CITY (44-686)

MURKIN
CR
00:Memphis

Reuraifrtel 4/17/68,

On 4/24/68, after previous efforts to locate HERBERT
DONALD HILL,Who listed his address as 1800 N,E, 25th Stréet,
lahoma City, he was contacted and denied being in Memphis,
Tennessee during April, 1968, He stated he has never stayed
at the Lorraine Hotel in Memphis and had no information whatever
concerning this case,

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.,

VQ:£>- Memphis
2 - Oklahoma City

GES :ewg
(4)

4197 Juﬁ - X

SEARUH‘:D_“_____JNusxw_/ﬁw
SERIALIZED. fn FiLED. £
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,A,i A ].":"GD
FBI— MEMPHIS
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Approved: /WW Sent

Specia%gent in Charge
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SAC, mx.us o |
. BAC, nousron (aunlsos)
- MURKIN '

"‘7. Re ny call te Ballas thi: ;”{

. Fnalosed is a mesorandum Foom. Cumplaint Cicrk xzx PAUL
| _"/ 2"/ 38, which is selfwcxplanatqry /- | i

Dallaa at cbrcieana, R ’aa' Will eontaet the Holiday

S ) Hbtei interview waitress LENA, and determine if she can’

'q. id¢ntify -ubjnct JAMES EARL RAY]as baing 1n tho eoffbe ahop at
about. noon, ~/22/s§?’7 —— L el ,

- Dallal (cncl 1) A
- Kcmyhié {encl . l)tinfb)
Heuﬁ&@n SR

- | SERIALZED D) Ruep A 1
APR25 1958
FBI-MtMPrHS
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SUBJECT:

-

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum |
SAC, HOUSTON (44:1509) : b/24/68

IC KEN PAUL
MURKIN

SHARON ALLISON 4426 Sheltenham, telephone 729-4961,
called this morning and advised that she and her husband
stopped at the Holiday Inn Motel Coffee Shop on Highway 187
in Corsicana, Texas at about noon on April 22, 196 She
stated as they entered the coffee shop, she observed a man
seated in the front booth by the door and she remarked to
her husband that he looked Just like the picture of the man
wanted in the MARTIN LUTHER KING killing, She stated she
then noticed that the man was seated next to a blonde woman
and she immediately remembered that JAMES EARL RAY was
reported to be possibly traveling with a blonde haired woman.
She stated that this woman later appeared in the women's
restroom while Mrs., ALLISON was in there attending to her
infant daughter. She was able to closely observe this
woman and she described her as being in her middle 30's,. _
516=-5'7", 120-130 pounds, long blonde hair, olive complexion,
attractive but coarse looking, wearing white burmuda shorts
with white knee length socks, Mrs, ALLISON observed that
she was not wearing a wedding ring, Mrs, ALLISON stated she
did not observe the man standing but that he resembled the
pictures she has seen of JAMES EARL RAY, although she did not
observe any scars onr his face, She stated the one outstanding
characteristic about him was that his hair, which was black,
appeared to be thinning noticeably in the back., He was .
dressed in plaid burmuda shorts and was wearing a striped shirt.
She stated the waitress that waited on. the couple was named
LENA according to therame plate she wore on her uniform,

Mrs, ALLISON stated she could p051t1vely identify
this woman if a photograph is available.
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4/24/68
AYRTEL. "o AIRMAIL .

SAC, TAMPA i
SAC, HOUSTON (uu~1509)
MURKIN

‘Remy call to Tampa this PM. .

T E Enclosed is a memorandun from Complaint Clerk KE NETH
. PAUL h/2h/68 which is self-explanatory. A L

. ' Tampa at Tampa" Will contact Mrs. SCHUSTER,

"wcf rooming house at 336 Hyde Park Avenue, and determiye if

_anyone meeting description of ‘subject JAMES: EARL RAX/is or.f
rlhas been residlng there since “the shoo ng 3.

,—»Houston
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: SEARCHED_____..INDEXED
SERIALIZED £ FILED.

~ APR28 1908 //-
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| OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 .

: MAY 1362 EDITION
f GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

: UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

| Memomna’um

SAC, HOUS‘I‘ON (uu 1509)

IC KEN PAUL

SUBjECT:'; }. : : MURHN

g e is staying with his brother .
ARNOLD GENE STAFFORD Victoria, Texas, telephone 573-2017.
STAFFORD stated at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was shot, .. - .
{ he was living in a rooming house at 336 Hyde Park Avenue, .
" Tampa, Florida. He stated two days after KING was shot '
;- a man moved into the rooming house whose name he does not
: know, He stated he had observed this man on occasions and
only from the back., He stated his appearance was most
© unusuadl in that his ears did not match., He stated by that
i he means one was larger and protruding out from his head
¢ more than the other one. He stated his build appeared to
: be the same as JAMES EARL RAY. STAFFOR stated the man's
. actions were most unusual in that he very seldom left
his apartment and on those few occasions that he did leave,
. 1t was always late at night or in the early morning hours.
! He stated he is quite sure that this man was having an
i affair with a woman who had an apartment adjoining his
i (STAFFORD). He does not know the name of this woman, but
. she has been residing at the rooming house for some time. :
. He stated that the owner of the rooming house, a Mrs. SCHUSTER,;
© would be able to furnish the names of the woman and the man.
. STAFFORD stated he left the rooming house last Sunday and '
| came to Victoria and at that time, the man was still residing
. at the rooming house. - ;
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