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This will necessarily require weekend use 
of this equipment. 

It is anticipated the initial breakdown 
will be available to this office during the week 
of June 3, 1968. 
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5/31/68 

AIRTEL AIRMAIL 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) 

RE: MURKIN 

Re Butel to all offices dated 5/22/68. 

Re Driver's License Check. 

Investigation conducted by the Louisville Office at both 
the Driver's License Bureau, Frankfort, Ky., State Capital, 
and at the Jefferson Co. Drivers License Bureau, Louisville, 
reflects that a check of individual driver's license applications 
would be highly impractical and virtually prohibitive for the 
following listed reasons: 

On 5/24/68, contact was had with Mr. HAROLD POW, Direc-
tor of the Driver's License Bureau, Louisville, Ky., and with 
Lt. ROGER WILHOIT, 5/27/68, the latter Director, Driver's 
License Bureau, Department of Public Safety, Frakfort, Ky., 
who advised as follows: 

There are approximately 2 million separate files in the 
Drivers License Bureau representing holders of Kentucky Opera-
tor's Licenses. These records can be searched either through 
the code number assigned to each separate licensee or 
alphabetical]y. There is no manner by which the records can be 
searched as to a specific date of birth or age group and in 
order to accomplish this each file jacket would have to be 
searched individually. WILHOIT stated even if sufficient man-
power were available to search these records, it would take an 
extiemely long time to accomplish, probably as much as several 
mouths. 
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WILHOIT stated his department searches and files the 
drivers license applications or renewals received from all of 
the 120 counties in the state as they are received in Frankfort. 
At the present time all of the April, 1968, applications and re-
newals have been filed and the department is working on the 
group received in the Bureau as late as May 17, 1968. WILHOIT 
also stated that the applications for new drivers licenses are 
not filed separate from the renewals and there is a standard card 
utilized through the service with check marks appearing thereon 
where the applicant for a driver's license checks whether his 
request is for a new license or for a renewal. It was only 
WILHOIT's estimate, but be stated that applicants for new licenses 
in the state total approximately 5,000 monthly. 

WILHOIT added that it would be a physical impossility 
to check these drivers license records during a usual work day 
because of other commitments in the department, that his office 
is presently understaffed and if the work was to be done, in 
searching these 2 million records, it would have to be done after 
hours and time and a half overtime would have to be paid all of 
the employees. WILHOIT stated that it was only a rough estimate, 
but be believed the cost of searching these records would run 
about four cents a file. There is no state appropriation to 
meet this expense. With regard to a team of FBI Agents searching 
these records, WILHOIT stated that it would not be desirable 
to have any outsiders to go through the Bureau's records, no matter 
how responsible they might be. He pointed out that the Department 
of Public Safety has a responsibility to the public in reporting 
to the different examining stations prior traffic offenses for 
drivers license applicants and if one of these files on an 
offender was misplaced or misfiled and the offender was issued 
a legitimate driver's license and then became involved in a 
series accident, the State of Kentucky would be liable fm a 
civil standpoint for not identifying the applicant as a prior 

offender. 

WILHOIT advised that when any applicant for a new 
license in the State of Kentucky makes an application, he would 
do so through any of the 120 counties in the state and would 
be required to take a written examination and even a driver's 
test regardless of whether he was licensed in another state. 
WILHOIT stated that these driver's tests are administered by 
examiners of the Kentucky State Police assigned to each of the 
counties in the state and as a practical manner in attempting 
to locate subject, JAMES EARL RAY, the individual license 
examiners coUld be contacted and shown the available photographs 
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of RAY to determine if he applied for a driver's license in 
the state. 

In view of the above, UACI3, the Louisville Office will 
contact each individual drivers license examiner in each of 
the 120 counties displaying and leaving wanted flyers on the 
subject with these examiners requesting that they be on the 
alert for any information indicating possible application for 
driver's license on the part of RAY. Efforts will be made at 
the same time to determine if anyone anring the description 
of RAY has made application during April and May of this year. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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5/31/68 

AIBTL 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (W.-38861) 

PROM: SAC, BICRMOND (144657) .P 

MPAIN 

1e Burad, 5/22/68, directing check of all 
drivers license applications for April and May, 1968, 
to determine if obtained by subject, and Richmond 
airtel to Bureau, 5/24/68, advising this check was 
not economically feasible due to record keeping 
procedures of Virthia'sThW. 

In view of the importance of this matter, 
DMV officials were re-contacted and have agreed, 
after further consideration, to make this check for 
the FBI. 

Mr. J. R. WAiIELD, Director, Bureau of 
Operators Licenses DMV, Richmond, Va.,, explained 
that DMV has just recently converted to data process-
ing and that DMV has numerous projects awaiting 
progr8ming into this equipment in addition to 
keeping daily work current. 

Through the cooperation and efforts of 
Mr. WARFIEL]) and Mr. R • C. WSCHLER0 JR., Director 
of Data Processing, DMV, they have agreed to suspend 
t)MV programing operations and furnish requested infor-
mation to this office as soon as current work will 
permit. 
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This will necessarily require weekend use 
of this equipment. 

It is anticipated the initial breakdown 
will be available to this office during the week 
of June 3, 1968. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) 
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Investigation conducted by the Louisville Office at both 
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following listed reasons: 
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WILHOIT stated his department searches and files the 
drivers license applications or renewals received from all of 
the 120 counties in the state as they are received in Frankfort. 
At the present time all of the April, 1968, applications and re-
newals have been filed and the department is working on the 
group received in the Bureau as late as May 17, 1968. WILHOIT 
also stated that the applications for new drivers licenses are 
not filed separate from the renewals and there is a standard card 
utilized through the service with check marks appearing thereon 
where the applicant for a driver's license checks whether his 
request is for a new license or for a renewal. It was only 
WILHOIT's estimate, but be stated that applicants for new licenses 
in the state total approximately 5,000 monthly. 

WILHOIT added that it would be a physical impossility 
to check these drivers license records during a usual work day 
because of other commitments in the department, that his office 
is presently understaffed and if the work was to be done, in 
searching these 2 million records, it would have to be done after 
hours and time and a half overtime would have to be paid all of 
the employees. WILHOIT stated that it was only a rough estimate, 
but be believed the cost of searching these records would run 
about four cents a file. There is no state appropriation to 
meet this expense. With regard to a team of FBI Agents searching 
these records, WILHOIT stated that it would not be desirable 
to have any outsiders to go through the Bureau's records, no matter 
how responsible they might be. He pointed out that the Department 
of Public Safety has a responsibility to the public in reporting 
to the different examining stations prior traffic offenses for 
drivers license applicants and if one of these files on an 
offender was misplaced or misfiled and the offender was issued 
a legitimate driver's license and then became involved in a 
series accident, the State of Kentucky would be liable fm a 
civil standpoint for not identifying the applicant as a prior 

offender. 

WILHOIT advised that when any applicant for a new 
license in the State of Kentucky makes an application, he would 
do so through any of the 120 counties in the state and would 
be required to take a written examination and even a driver's 
test regardless of whether he was licensed in another state. 
WILHOIT stated that these driver's tests are administered by 
examiners of the Kentucky State Police assigned to each of the 
counties in the state and as a practical manner in attempting 
to locate subject, JAMES EARL RAY, the individual license 
examiners coUld be contacted and shown the available photographs 
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of RAY to determine if he applied for a driver's license in 
the state. 

In view of the above, UACI3, the Louisville Office will 
contact each individual drivers license examiner in each of 
the 120 counties displaying and leaving wanted flyers on the 
subject with these examiners requesting that they be on the 
alert for any information indicating possible application for 
driver's license on the part of RAY. Efforts will be made at 
the same time to determine if anyone anring the description 
of RAY has made application during April and May of this year. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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6-l-.68 

AIRFEL AIR MAIL 

TO: SAC, CINCI?{NATI 

FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Re Kansas City airtel. to Louisville, 5-24-68. 

Enclosed herewith for information of Cincinnati is 
one copy of referenced airtel. 

Investigation Lexington, Ky. to locate CURTIS  
negative, However, lengthy arrest record located Lexington PD 
and through rçe0rds brother-in-law CHARLES tEA -LE.-ai sister, 
OPAL COBB Ageated. Both advised RALRB REN RD r tlicr ofCOBB 
and CURTIREN7RO, formerly employed by 11011 mace Co. and 
located in vicinity Joplin, lb., About 1961 or 1962. Both 
stated he had a crew but neither could recall name of JAMES 
EARL RAY as having been mentioned by RALPH RENERO. 

RALPH REN1'gO now resides 5367 Dixie Highway, Pair-
fl&d, Ohio, phone B3.-4O5&, employed at a local Gulf 011 Co. 
station. 

LEAD: 

CINCINNATI 

Locate RALPH RENFRO and interview in accordance 
with lead sot out in referenced enclosed airtel. 

Cincinnati (Enc. 1) 
Memphis (44-1987) (Info) 
Kansas City (4476O) 

2 - Louisville 
DIR/ds 
(7) 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




