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James Earl Ray
Costs 1.6 Milion

FBI 'Spent 1.4 Million For
Global Hunt; County
Tab Is $200,000

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON

The FBI spent $1,400,000 to
catch James Earl Ray,
charged with the murder of
Dr. Martin Luther King, and
Shelby - County is spending a
reported $200,000 to guard him
in prison and give him a fair
trial.

in Washington and at the Shel-
by County Courthouse yester-
day as contractors pushed for-
ward with new security rein-
forcements at the County.lai],

The new security measures
revealed yesterday are a
$2,937.60 contract for the Auto
Glass Co., 619 Madison, to in-
stall a bullet-proof glass cage
in the entrance way to the jai
and the purchase, several days
ago, of a padlocked steel box
in which Ray’s meals are de-
livered to his cell as a guaran-
tee against poisoning.

Sheriff William N. Morris
declined last night to approve
the $200,000 extra-cost esti-
mate for Shelby County until
he has had time to add various
contract figures. But an in-
formed source said that is
“yery close to the mark.” It is
only half, he noted, of the
$400,000 extra cost Los Angeles

Nty says it is having to foot
for the protection of Sirhan
Sirhan, charged with the as-
sassination tor Robert

These figures were gleaned|

' Also_reyealed ingthe Augyst
issue of Reader’s Digest were
new details of how the FBI,
deploying 3,014 agents in a
. search covering five countries,
" was able to arrest Ray 34 days
* after he is charged with hav-
ing shot Dr. King to death on
the balcony of the Lorraine
Hotel. :
A vital clue, it was revealed,
" was a laundry mark on a 50
i cent undershirt left in a blue
" travel bag found in a doorway
. near 22214 South Main, the
" boarding house from which the|
fatal shot is.said to have been
ﬁred. . (“‘_—";:‘_—“"1
The FBI first ascertained,
with help of the laundry indus-
try, that the machine making
the laundry mark was manu-
factured in Syracuse, N.Y. Be-

, machine, the manufacturer
was able to say it had been
sold to a Los Angeles laundry.

This clue, plus Los Angeles
. service station stickers on the
_inside panel of the white Mus-
tang abandoned in Atlanta,
permitted the FBI to concen-
. trate its search in the Los An-
geles area. Ray’s likeness was
found in a group photo of a
graduating class of the Inter-
national School of Bartending.

tang contained the first clear
fingerprint of the suspect. By

sought was a white fugitive

escapee, between 25 and 50
years old. With this informa-
tion, the FBI was able to limit
its comparison of fingerprints
to only 2,000 of the 82 million

kept in the EBL files

{a Dallas jail in 1963.

Sheriff Morric eays he is de-}
termined Memphis *‘shall not
be another Dallas " referring
to the slaying of Lee Harvey
Oswald, charged with killing
President John F. Kennedy, in

Thick new steel doors have

cause .of a peculiarity in the|:

been installed at certain jail;
passageways. A picture and
sound-recording tape machine
has been provided to take
identification of all who enter
the courtroom where Ray was
arraigned and the one where
he will be tried. _ . '

Ray’s cell has been air con-
ditioned, presumably to bene-
fit principally the round-the-

clock guard. Television moni- |-

tors provide an additional con-
stant watch. »

A month ago Squire Jimmie
McIntyre of Germantown
moved for the County Court to
ask the Department of Justice
to repay the county for. the
extra cost of guarding and
trying Ray. .
' Squire Baker said yesterday.
Washington appears unwilling
to do this but that he hasn’t

from justice, probably a.prison}.;

persons whose fingerprints are|

On the morning of April 19},
an examination of FBI Record|:
Card No. 405,942G, the 702hd|

given up hope, S

A road map from the Mus-j . .. -

now it was evident the man|. .

looked at, showed -their manf = ‘o

was a Missouri State Prison

.Ray. On June 8 Ray was ar-|

f. Ke’nnaiy' s e el ¥ fai

escapee named James Earl|

rested at a Londonairport as|;
he attempted to. leave theli
country.  Ray was flown to}i .
Memphis Friday. .t "o

} Admitting to his real hamef:

‘for the first time since his ar-p . |

rest, Ray was' arraigned inf
iShelhy County Criminal Court| - 5
fMondav. His _trial was set fap. =
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;would comment on their role;

“meet at 10 a.m. today “to get

‘on Mr. Hanes' charges Satur-

{Mount Clipping in Sp‘;véhqﬁclow)
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PossiBle Publicity Violafions |

. In Ray Case
+ " Criminal Court Judge W.
pointed a committee of eight

D ot ]

'him on “possible violation of the court’s order on publicity”

in the James Earl Ray case:

_ The action came a day after Ray’s attorney, Arthur J.
Hanes of Birmingham, called a news conference and de-

clared that his client was a

and that Ray’s rights were being violated at the Shelby

To Be Studied
Preston' Battle yésterday' ap-
Memphis attorneys to advise|

victim of a Communist plot

County Jail: . -

. Judge Battle declined to say
if appointment of the commit-
tee stemmed from Mr. Hanes’
statements.

Mr. Hanes reached in Bir-
mingham last night said he

had not yet been informed of| court attaches and law officers

the appointment of the com-
mittee and that he.did not
want to comment on it. ‘“‘Per-
haps it would be a good idea,”
he said. - :

 None of the attorneys on the
committee reached last night

It was learned they are to

acclimated and see what’s
oing on.”” . :

_ Neither Atty. Gen. Phil M.
_Canale Jr. or Sheriff William
"N. Morris Jr. would comment

— Contempt _of_court carries a

maximum penalty of 10 days
in jail and a $50 fine.

Shortly after Ray was
brought to. the Shelby County
Jail, the judge issued a strict
order forbidding attorneys,

connected with the Ray trial
| from giving ‘‘interviews for
" publicity” or “extra-judicial
statements.” v e

Last Wednesday he modified
the order limiting the prohibi+
tion to interviews and state-
ments “prejudicial to a fait);
trial by an impartial jury.” ‘

would , serve ‘“‘amici curiae”,

The judge said the attOmeyS: A

(as friends of the court). They|
are  Lucius ‘Burch, Don G.|
Owertls, president.af the Mem-|

phis and Shelby County Bar|

day that his client’s rights
.were being violated at the jail'
and that Ray was a victim of a,

#giant conspiracy.” - - 2

Ray is: awaiting trial in

Judge Battle’s court on a :

first-degree murder charge: in;
the. April 4 slaying of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. ~

"~ Judge Battle said the com-

‘mittee would “handle any nec--!
essary matters relating (to the|
.court order) in court.” E
+ - If the committee reports that
it feels the court order hasi
been violated and Judge Battle'
concurs, speculation is that the,
_judge’s. néXt step would be to|
‘{ssue an order for the accused,
person to sfiow’ cause why he,
‘shauld nak be held in contempt

tAssociation, ,L,L»QA Hardison,
J. Alan Hanover, Cooper
‘Turner. Jr.,. Leo J. Buchigani,
James D. Causey and Leo

Bearman Jr.

- - It is not unusual for a judge
to ask Bar Association leaders
-or other attorneys to act as
friends of the court and advise
the judge on legal issues, espe-
cially those relating to lawyers
in a case. oo
, In 1965 when a question
sarose about whether Wayne T.
DeWees, then an aséistalmcity

attorn ey, should represent}

Charlés P. CaPéce on a charge

:of embezzling _ public funds; |

gﬁmmax Court Judge Perry H:
gllges asked a peelal BAF
gommitiee 10 fake a report to

Lo -
vty P - TR
hl,m‘ akad ¢ Batisdd " a ST e e s e ankl
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Hatttcs Says Ray Helpless V1ct1m et
o In Red C‘onsplracy To Klll ng

By CHARLES THORNTON

James Earl Ray was pic-
tured yesterday by his attor-
ney as-the victim of an inter-
national Communist plot.

- Arthur J. Hanes, pulling an-
grily on a filter cigaret and
-gesturing to make his point,
-said at a press conference
:here: “In my judgment Ram-
-sey Clark (United States Atty.
Gen.) is 100 per cent wrong.
This (the murder.of Dr. King
-and subsequent accusation of
Ray) is a giant conspxracy and
my client is being used.” .
CEESEEERERy

Mr. Hanes refused to dlvulge
the source of his information
to newsmen at Memphis Met-
topolitan Airport, where he
held the  press conference
shortly before departing for
Birmingham.

+ He would say only: I hope
‘Ramsey Clark will not sit back
ton -his laurels- and allow this
‘conspiracy to cause us further
‘harm and confuse the Ameri-
can people. Ramsey Clark is
not going to use my client as a
p tsy ”
5 Shortly. after Ray’s arrest
June 8 in'a London airport,
iMre==Clasl;, announced that
there was ‘no evidence of a

plot. The Justice Department
has continued to maintain it
has uncovered no evidence
that the slayer of Dr. King did
not act alone.

Mr. Hanes. while not actual-
ly saying so, indicated the
threats against his life and the
lives of his family were com:
ing from the *‘conspiracy.”

“It doesn’t take a Phi Beta
Kappa key to realize there is
an international Communist
conspiracy. They will do eve-

- |rything . in their power to see
“*Ithat we don’t walk mto that

courtroom. .. .

“Gentlemen I've got my
neck way out an this one. My
son (Arthur Hanes Jr.) and
are the only two people who
have talked to this .man
(James Earl Ray). -

“When (John F.). ‘Kennedy
was killed. in Dallas, the (fed-
eral). government asked - the
press to play down (Lee Harv-
ey) Oswald’s Communist affili-
ation because it would harm
relations with Communist
countries, and the American
press rolled over and played|:
dead ~just -td be near the
throne, P ey

AR TR PR O .

armed at the alrport "I 'm tak-
ing évery precaution,” he said,
when asked . if’ he were car-
rying a pistol. A

It also was learned yester-
day that Mr. Hanes might hire

Memphis -civil “rights attorney
Russell X, Thompson to help in

‘lthe defense of Ray. Mr.

|Thompson is a former parinet
of ;Memphis’ ‘first integrated;
law firm — Ratner, Thompson,
Sugarmon, Lucas and Willis. -

{ Mr. Thompson last year d'e-
fended Glenn W. Nash, ac-
cused in the murder of Milling-

|ton taxi driver C. C, Surratt.

Nash was ruled’ insane
and sent to the M1551551ppi

State Hospxtal at Whltfxeld i

\Miss.:

Mr. - Hanes demed he had se!
lected a Memphis attorney but,
Mr. Tho:npson confirmed that
he spent ‘Ithree or four hours”
Friday mght discussing ~the
case  with- Mr. Hanes,: and his
possible employment. - Sy

“We have a tentative agree~

ment but it is vn,tg_%eeﬁh&we, ot
sald Mr Thompson. &

s 1R

[N

‘Mr.. Hanes "appeared ‘o) bg

-

PRSI s
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! He sald_ Mr_Hanes had to
't‘check ‘with ““other sources’ be-|
fore .formally employing him|
'as an attorney. o i
" Asked if his associate, for-
|mer Mayor William B. In-
gram, would help in the case;
/Mr. Thompson' said Mr. In-
gram proably would help but
would not be formally em-
ployed as an attorney of rec:
ord. - ¥
. Mr. Thompson, well-known
as an attorney for the National
Association for the Advance-}
ment of Colored People’s ack-|;
nowledged that he might lose|’
some clients if he helped de-‘
fend Ray. ' ;
“The . big discussion in my b
office between Mr. Hanes and
myself was about the way I|
feel about -it. For years I've
been pleading with all white
juries to forget race. Now I
hope the - Negro community}
can accept this. -
“The conscience of the com-
munity has a real obligation in
this case. Our obligation is to
giV(I! him. (Ray) a damn good
trial.” e 1
. Mr. Thompson-said he be-
'lieved .Ray would receive a
fair trial here. - o
!*Mr. Ingram had “no com-
‘ment” to make last night on
‘what if any role he might play

din Ray’s defense, ,
Mr. Hanes blasted hig
iClient’s treatment in the Shel-|
by County Jail and charged|
that Ray’s rights were being’
hampered and his health week-;
ened by the elaborate security,
‘precautions — particularly by
‘two television cameras that:
‘monitor his every_movement;
“and the light that burns cons
stantly in his cell. X
' “He does not like, nor do I
“like, having two cameras fos
. cused on chim._24 hours a day:
It’s like something out of ‘1984%
(2 book by George Orwell in}
which all citizens .were spied
on -by government televisio:%
cameras). S f
b -“There is a light in his cell;
that is turned.on 24 hours a
day. He has to hide his head!
under a pillow.to get some:
sleep. He even has an electrons
ic eye on him when hé uses the;
toilet.” . .. - .. ei
* Mr. Hanes also lashed out at:
the picture released by Sheriff}
William - N.. Morris of Ray
being led into  the -jail hand?
tuffed : and: wearing protective;
clothing ag.having done “irreps,
Arable harm to. my client.” . §

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Judge Goes
“Along With
Bar Report -

* Russell Thompson, .

- Ramsey Clark
Also Charged

By ROY B. HAMILTON

Press-Scimitar Staf Writer .

Arthur B. Hanes, Sheriff.
William N. Morris and Mem-
phis attorney Russell X.

Thompson -were cited today ' .

as having violated Criminal '

Judge W. Preston Battle’s |

order in the James Earl Ray.

case against “publicity” - .

statements. PESS—

U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsey,

' Clark and the Justice De-’
- partment were found to be -
“in probable violation” of:
Battle’s order. .

Judge Battle made the
finding official as he adopted
and signed a report by an

. eight-lawyer committee he’
had named to investigate.

;. Public statements made by

.- principals in the Ray case, '

- and to make recommenda- *

f tions.
NEW ORDER
The committee also draft- *

ed a new court order, signed. -

i by the judge, imposing addi-

©" tional Testrictions on “publi-- };'
city” statements.

é" No punitive or disciplinary . }
action was taken against the " 4

i four individuals mentioned ‘|

s 'in the committee report, il

'»j * “The court in the interest )
~of preserving the constitu-
. tional rights of all concerned .

Z"and protecting the orderly%
. preparation and progress of

“ the trial, reserves further in- :
quiry and disposition of each, '

} -and"” all "of the above in-'

s nces of violations untlla

(:j;um Clipping in Spvuc.o Below)

fater date,” ! the order said. -
The order further urged a'

“self imposed compliance’’ d

with the guidelines laid down

- by the court to assure a fair ’1
;trial “to the defendant and
“ to the state of Tennessee.”

ﬁ
When Ray was returned to’ ﬁ
Memphis to face a murder.

”‘charge in the slaying of Dr. f

Martin Luther King Jr., Bat-
stle issued an order agamst

! lthose connected with the |

X

_case making statements for -
» “publicity.” Later he modi-
rfled the order to bar state-
~ments “prejudxcxal to a fair
“trial.”

The Committee in its four-
‘page rep_m:t..cxtgd these as -

te —‘—““‘.

i
;
;

" specific ipstances; 3
“Certain statements attrl-
" buted to Arthur B. Hanes to ™
- the effect that the shootmg o
‘of Dr. Martin Luther ng”
‘Jr involves a Communist ;
; conspnracz£ to the effect that -
hxs chent’s nghgs were bemg
" trampled T jaitand to thg
" effect that he, his family an
f servants are bemg threat- .
"'ened by ‘them.’ as quoted. in
Tum to page 4-—FOUR

ey

“. tl\ Wl I '
i ooasldent
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" The Mem ghns Pre s-Scnnitar‘
4 of Satur ay"JﬁIy 27, 1968,.
§ and The Commercial Appeal
g ‘of Sunday, July 28, 1968.
“Certain statements in the
# Memphis Press-Scimitar of
# July .27,.1968, attributed to |
. William _Morris, sheriff of
F Shelby County, Tenn., con- -
. cerning the cost and ex-!
k penses for the security of the |
prisoner and the treatment
. of the prisoner and the pris-
. oner’s demeanor and atti-:
! tude while in confinement.
“Certain statements ap- |
“pearing in The Memphis j
. Press-Scimitar of Saturday,
July 27, 1968, attributed to
“Russell X. Thompson oon-
" cerning his opinion as to the
tgmlt or mnocence of the de-
fendant.’

POSSIBILITY

- On a visit to Memphis last -
‘week Hanes, Ray’s Birming- :
‘ham lawyer, met with’

Thompson and discussed the. |

“possibility of Thompson join-
.-ing in Ray’s defense. .
 In regard to Atty. Gen.:

.'Clark, the committee’s. re-*

port said that to the extent:

! that Clark is a participant in
'*the Ray case “through his

; staff, assistants, office as--:
investigators -or °

: sociates, .
employes under his supervi- .
. sion, the statements attribut- ..

ed to him and the U.S. De- |
; partment of Justice as re- |

« ferred to in The Commercial
. Appeal of July 28, 1968, are :
- in probable violation of the
. principles set out in Shep-
herd vs. Maxwell ... tothe
effect that there was no evi-
dence of a conspiracy in the

- shooting of Dr. Martin Lu-

;‘t'her King Jr.” '

;- Shepherd vs. Maxwell is

¢ the famous case of Dr. Sam
- Shepherd of Cleveland, Ohio,

, osteopath whose conviction
. was overturned by the U.S.
Supreme Court on the
- grounds of pre;udlcxal pre-
- -trial publicity. ‘

;' Battle used this case a8 afi ;

gmdeline in his previous or- :
f July 18 and July 23.
y wstr!em\r} nukmw g@ ﬁm

£, a8,

i -judge today reads:

! j. associates,
" investigators and employes

|

| control, county medical ex-

1

"“"SIGNED ORDER .
Lt

The order's1gned by the

“All lawyers participating
" in this case, their assistants,
staff members,

under their supervision and

aminer, jury commissioners,
criminal court clerk, county
- sheriff, police officials and
! other law enforcement offi-
" cers, employes of this court
. and all other persons €m-
ployed in the Criminal
i* ICourts Building, their associ-

r

other statements whlch mayy
- be preju&;aahtm a fair trial¥
by an impartial jury in this
case whether specified here-1
in or not.” .

The order stated further -
that anybody who feels “ag-
* grieved by anything herein
- contained are hereby admons f

« ished that any such griev-¥
" ances or complaints. should ;;
_be ]ud1c1ally presented. |

“The court recognizes the |
" wide and pervasive publicity *
which has been and will be' !
an inevitable incident of this ¢
trial. The court further rec-!'

. ates, deputies, assistants,
" staff members and personnel
- under their supervision and
| control are forbidden to take
part in interviews or press
rconferences for publicity and

“———--—

lare enjomed from makmg it
jextra-judicial statements ; j
jabout this case which in-’
p volve: E=rmm— &
& . “The personal belief of the »
; declarant as to’ the guiltor
{ innocence of the accused.. .
“The plans of.the declar- |
» ant relating to the prepara-
. tion or conduct of the trial,
"the theory, techniques and"’

| in

. Ognizes that there are many *
individuals who are beyond !
the jurisdiction of this court -
but who may be interested in ?
the outcome of this trial, and *
whose statements may have: ?
been violative of this order
P had the court Junsdlctlon-Q
over such parties.”
“As 'to such persons.the
.court urges, self-imposed |

__“'—ﬁ

| co pliance > with this order't
the - interest of a fair trial3
" to 'the defendant and to the,
' state of Tennessee.”. . %{
Battle.instructed the crima
nal court clerk to send certi=

' strategy of the declarantin

| fied copies of the order toall '

. the preparation' and trial of + persons named in it andto -

" the case.

newspapers, radio and TV:¢

“The jurors or potential . stations -within the court’s v

jurors who may serve.
“The comments of the de-

. ~——larant

the case and about any evi-
: den~e which may be present-

. e credibility of or. in-
gformation concerning any
i known or intended witnesses |-

\ ! or. the treatment, acts, and :
. attitude of the defendant, &

i and ' are further- enjomed

. jurisdiction.

4—County -Bar Association; and :

,r‘
The . committee 1s com-;",
Don G Owens, president n

of Memphis and Shelby..

Lucius Burch, Lee A. Hardi-
son, J. Alan Hanover, Coop-
er Turner Jr., Leo J. Buchig-:.
nani, James D Causey and

LeoBearmanJr. o
S .T‘,}t:,’

fmm making any and all

ML e —

"

1
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AFTER FINDING VIOLATIONS OF ORDER

o R

oy

Bearman, J; Alan Hanover, Lee A. Hardison and Lucius Burch.

.,.,..,.N,..g..(, ;
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Battle Issues 5-P01nt Fair Trial Order

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON

* With ‘the advice and consent

of a special bar association
‘committee, Criminal Court
Judge W. Preston Battle yes-
terday surrounded the ap-
proaching trial of James Earl
Ray with a strict five-pcint or-
der designed to guarantee the
defendant a fair trial. ‘
. Judge Battle coupled his or-
der with pointed criticism of
statements made by persons
iranging as high as the attor-
ney general of the United
'States. Besides criticizing
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark, the
order cites. as pre]udxcxal toa
fair trial statements made by
Arthur J. Hanes of Birming-
ham, Ray’s chief counse], Rus-
sell X. ‘Thompson, under con-
sideration as co-counsel for the
defense, and Sheriff Wllham
N. Morris. -

' Singled out were Mr. Hanes
statements that Ray is a “vic-
tim of a Communist left-wing
conspiracy’”’, and that his
client’s - “rights are being
trampled and his privacy in-
vaded” in the Shelby County
Jail,

Mr. Thompson was reproved
for a statement Saturday that
-he.-believes. 'Ray “‘innocent.”
Sheriff. Morris. crmcized

‘for “havn’n‘g'Env at'a press|n

|conference Friday details of

extra expenses Shelby County
must foot for Ray’s security.

All these 'statements were
made after Judge Battle issued
his orders of July 18 and 23,
sharply delimiting publlmty
statements regarding the Ray
case, Clark was cited for a
statement made several weeks
ago that the Justice Depart-
ment regards Dr. King’s mur-
der not as the product of a
conspiracy but the work of one
man,

Judge Battle found the attor-
ney general’s statement “in
probable violation of the prin-
ciples set out by the United
States Supreme Court in Shep-
pard vs. Maxwell.”” In 1966 the
Supreme Court reversed the
conviction of Dr. Sam Shep-
pard of Cleveland, Ohio,
‘| charged. with Killing his wife,
on the ground widespread
newspaper publicity had preju-
diced a fair trial.

Judge Battle e_nJomed attor-
neys in the Ray case, person-
nel of the attorney general’s
office and the sheriff’s office
and . other - public employes
from expressing a personal be-
lief in the guilt or mnocence of
the accused. "'

“He " alst " prohibited state-
ments op the preparatlon or

conduct of the trial or the tech-]

or prosecution.

possible evidence, credibility
of intended witnesses, or the
treatment, acts or attitudes of
Ray himself.

The Public’s Right to Know
Committee of the Mid-South
Chapter of Sigma Delta Chi,
professional journalism socie-
ty, gave a statement taking
issue with' Judge Battle’s
stricture against Sheriff Mor+
ris for revealing extra ex-
penses entailed in upgrading
security for Ray as a prisoner
in the Shelby County Jail. |

“Certainly,” the statement
said, *“the cost to taxpayers of
confinement and security mea-
sures and conditions of jail life
are matters of interest to the
public and not directly related
to the trial. As such they are

an elective official.”

The statement was s1gned by
the committee’s co-chairman,:

Jefferson Riker of The Com<

-|mercial Appeal staff and. Nor-

man Brewer of WMC-TV. -
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niques or strategy of defense

Also prohibited are state-
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N Tho consfanﬂy changmq scene
around the Shelby County Jail yester-
© day featured ‘guard houses at corners
" around the Criminal - .Courls Build-
ing, which' contains the_jail. ‘At the |

ame_time, workmen uso—'] ‘& crane '}o
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frer Order
rae
i

On Publicity

Arthur J. Hanes, outspo-
ken defense lawyer in the
James Earl Ray case whose
comments apparently led to
a court crackdown on such
talk was keeping quiet to-
day.

“Just my name, rank and

serial number,” said Hanes
when called at his Birming-
" ham home. N
NOT RECEIVED

And he hadn’t yet received
the crackdown order issued
yesterday by Judge Preston
Battle, who cited Hanes and
others as having violated the
court’s order against publici-
ty statements.

Judge Battle, on advice of
an eight-member committee

f lawyers he had appointed,
cited Hanes, and also Sheriif
wWiiliam Morris, Memphis at-
torney Rugsell X._Thompson
as violators.

ol PR”}'""&}I”E"C

: “The "order prohibited 2ll
nwyers and officials con-
rected with the case from
‘rnaking public statements re-

; ‘ating to Ray’s guilt or inno-

.%wence, preparations for the

¥igl, jurors or prospective

= iyrors, and comments about

[ evidence or merits of the

t case. Statements concerning -

E Ray’s “treatment, acts and

:+ attitudes,” such as those

" made by Morris at apress

onference last Friday, were

“*also excluded. And inter-

«:views and news conferences

¥ were ruled out by the judge.

- The Public’s Right to Know

v Committee of the Mid-South
chapter of Sigma Delta Chi,
professional journlism socie-
ty, took issue with the judge:
in respect to the criticism of
Sheriff Morris. '

The committee said infor-
mation given by the sheriff
“about the cost of Ray’s .
confinement and the descrip-
tion of his jail cell “are mat-
ters of interest to the public
and not- directly related to

the trial.”

,  Judge Battle took no ac-
tion against those cited for
violations and the committee
made no such recommenda-
tion.

However, the warning
seemed clear that future vio-
lations <could. result in con-
tempt cigations,,.punishable
by ‘jail sentences and fines.
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e . Too Broad An Order

1 {‘ERTAXNLY no one should quarrel
ﬁ\f' with the need to insure a scrupu-
. lously fair trial for James Earl Ray.
" Assurance of a full, fair day in court
for him and of the government’s right
to present its case is vital to our legal
‘system.

* We are well aware that pre-trial pub-
"licity can undermine the working of
law and that courts should try to pre-
! vent such miscarriages. However, de-
i spite its legitimate purposes, we be-
]ieve that Criminal Court Judge W.
e<tm T ttle’s order goes beyond the

and considerable power of a
“ju.ge 0 control pre-trial statements
* and as an unenforceable order under-
cuts the authority of the court.

Judge Battle’s order Is too sweeping
in its denial of the free speech of par-
ties ranging from lawyers to court-
house janitors to stand up to strict en-
forcement. Not only does the broad

‘limitation on free speech appear less

s

i than constitutional but the stricture

against revealing such information as -
public expenditures on guarding Ray -

is an unwise censorship of the public’s
right to know what its government is
doing.

Likewise, forbidding statements B

about the ‘‘treatment, acts and atti-

“tudes of the defendant” is unwittingly a

small step toward letting the govern-
ment hold prisoners secretly.

The exceptional nature of this case is
evident' to all, but courts, for very
sound reasons, cannot do some of the

things that they and most of us would .
like to see done. Judge Battle is correct
to take all permissible steps to insure a -
fair trial and we join him in urgingall .
parties, including lawyers and press, to |
use restraint in public statements. But .
the rights of one man do not completely

overcome the free speech of others. .
Judge Battle simply cannot go as far

" as his order indicates, and his pretend-

ing that he can is not in the best

interest of upholding an effective but_:
. pmperly hmxted Judlaary" s
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Judges Unfiappy|

 With Court Site

2. First-Floor Courtrooms
. o Be In County Building
i « ‘OnStopgap Basis’

' 'Despite objections from the
Criminal Court judges, two
courtrooms will be opened in

. the next few weeks on the first

“floor of the Shelby County Of-

" fice Building. _

. County Commission Chair-
man Jack Ramsay and County

Court Chairman Charles Baker|

said yesterday the courtrooms
. will occupy space to be given
. up by County Court Clerk Rob-
ert M. Gray and County Trus-
tee Riley Garner. Mr. Garner
-and Mr. Gray are scheduled to
, move to the County Adminis-
tration Building, nearing com-
_pletion across Second Street
from their present quarters.
~ “The judges have objected
to the first floor courtrooms on
grounds of security and possi-
ble public interruptions,” Mr.
Ramsay said.

“But plans for the County
Office Building and the Admin-
istration Building have called
all along for two courtrooms
on the first floor of the office

_building.

* Mr. Baker said the court-
rooms would be placed there
‘“‘on a stopgap basis until we
can build a criminal courts
-complex.” Sheriff William N,
Mortis Jr. has urged construc-

tion of a criminal courts com-|,
plex, including a large addition|;
to the Shelby County Jail. The

cost is estxmated at 7 pmllion

. dollars.
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,«Therar-has been talk that one
of the new courtroonis wouid
be ready by November and,
being probably larger than the
present courtrooms, would be
used for the trial of James
Earl Ray, charged with thej
murder of Dr. Martin Luther |
King Jr. '

Mr. Ramsay exrpressed
doubt the new courtrooms will
be ready so soon. He said also
they would hardly be suited,
for security reasons, for the
Ray trial. :

" He said the Election Com-
mission, housed in the south-
west quarter of the first floor
of the office building, will re-
main there and will be given
additional storage space in the

basement. .

The new courtrooms will be
occupied by Judge John P.
Colton, whose present .court-
room is in the basement, and
by Judge Ben L. Hooks, who
aow_holds - court in ¢ramped
. quarters on the fourth%odr".’
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If the jury ir -: James - -
Earl Ray trial should be ] (Indicate page, name of
.shown the scene of the slay- | newspaper, city and state.)
ing, the view will be differ- - :
ent from what the killer saw.

A heavy growth of irees . .
behind the rooming house at - —_— Ko ep
4224 S. Main, from which an PALE J 7
assassin shot Dr. Mariin Lu-
ther King Jr., has been cut
down, ‘ e T T T L AT

The nearly 10 foot high ',\_?t.‘.,',jg ‘h%’;f':’%
embankment which had _ Al LT AR
trees and growth has been
stripped, with only tree : ‘ WOMIHIE S TTEN,
-stumps remaining to show . .

“what the scene was like that - . . R
¢ April evening. g i -
» The view of the balcony
i where Dr. King was standing |
>was obscured from some of
: the windows in the rooming -
. house by the trees. :

The stripped embankment
overlooks Mulberry Street
and is across the street from
"¢ viraine Motel. A clerk

the Lorraine said the
+25 were cut last week. She -

~ she didn’t know who o
Z?A.b : v CUt, Date: J/y é/
"he tax assessor’s office Edition? ZA/7&)

aiG it appears the propert : i, “
owned by the Lester Sas-, Author CHARLNS .

_&-2lson estate, R IR - TAr

' Samelson, 'a real estate Title:

man, said, “I own some |

property in that area and |

that may be it. It is just 1|;

.something left over thaf we

pay iaxes on. I didn’t order : or

any trees cut and I can’t Classification:

imagine who did.” e ’ bmitting Office:
o : Submitting RPN L3 8.
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