
FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63) 

.. 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

Thus far neither the family of James Earl Ray nor that 
of the late Dr. Martin Luther Kipg has expressed an interest 
in attending Ray's trial, it was disclosed today. 

· "We have received no requests from either the family of 
the defendant or the deceased for seats in the ccurtroom," 
said Cha;:-les Holmes, who is handling press relations for the 
trial. 

The trial is slated to begin in Judge W. Preston Battle's 
Criminal Court Nov. 12. 

Half of the 76 spectator 
seats in the courtroom have 
been set aside for the gener­
.al public and half for repre­
sentatives of the press. 

the Election Commission. 
The election Commission is 
scheduled to start moving 
into the new Shelby C:)unty 
Building directly across Sec­
ond the day after the Nov. 5 
election. 

Holmes said 103 press per- . 
scnnel from 38 different 
agencies have been ap- Ray, r.e.?...i:-g•"0. 1vith first de~ 
proved for the press section. gree .murder in the slaying of 
No seats will be reserved for 
the public, but it is custom­
ary at trials to give prefer­
ence to the families if they 
desire to attend. 

Facilities for the press will 
be set up in the assembly 
room on the first floor of the 
Shelby County office build­
ing. This. space is now used 
for overfl~-A?~lc.. work by 

Dr. King, h~:; t·.:;o brothers, 
a sister and a mother w~o 
would be eligible for seats m . 
the courtroom. . 

His mother, so far as 1t-. 
can be~-~"'t"'r,.,...ined, hasn't 
been heard from in seve:i:al 
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years and is believed to 
have ren1arr1ea since ·his fa­
ther, a railroad switchman-

. and laborer, died in Alton, 
111., in 1947. 

Dr. King's immediate sur­
vivors include his widow and 
four children. His parents 
Jive in Atlanta, where his 
father is a minister. 

Holmes also reported that 
nine subpoenas have been 
served. ,on witnesses within 
the past two days, . but he 
was unable to say whether 
they were served at the re~ 
quest of the state or the de- ·, 
fense. 'fhey are: 

Bertie L. Reeves, niaht clerk at the · 
roornlnt1 .house at 422½ S. Main from · 
Which lhf civil riphts leader was shot. . 

Lt. R. W. Bradshaw of the Police De- · 
partmcnt, who relayed to hcodouorters a 
mystcrioJs Civilian Band radio broadcast 
dcscP!b!ro a' shoot inc chase - now, . 
thouoht ·o b'~ b(Jr;us - involving a White 
Musfonp·' end blue Pontiac. · · 

Jomes N. McCrow, a Veteran's Cob 
driver, believed fo be one of scvP.ral 
customcts inside Jim's Grill ot 418 S.·: 
Main wto said they sow a white Mustang . 
parked Ir front the day of the slaving. . 

WIiiiam B. King and Charles E. Stone, 
Of the Me;nohis Fire DePortment. 

A~~tem~~til~ .• if.i· s. °M~i":, wto t~~~n . 
high po.,,crcd rifle, which the state is 
expectedito contend is the death wee-pan, 
in the d>orwav of his business moments 
after the ;hooting, , 

Gregcrf Jaynes, a reporter for th~·· 
Commercial Appeal. . 

Horvev Gipson and William E. Fried• 
man, lltornevs who represent Ch<lrlev 
Stephens, who told Police he saw the 
killer. In the i.9U~01. the rooming 
h.ous,. . .' ·-- ...., ~ , 

• 
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6 ·More Join 
Trial lineuii I -

Reporter, Attorneys Added. 
To Witnesses list · 

For Hay 'Case 
Subpena papers were re-_ 

turned on six more witnesses 
in the James Earl Ray case 
yesterday, including two attor­
neys and a newspaper re~ 
porter. · 

The new witnesses are Harv­
ey Gipson and William E) 
Friedman, attorneys for a 
material witness in the Ray 
case, Charles Q. Stephens; 
William B. King and Charles 
E. Stone, city firemen who • 
manned the ambulance that 
took Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. to St. Joseph Hospital the 
night he was slain; Guy Can­
ipe Jr., owner of an amuse:. 
ment company at 424 Soutn 
Main where a high-powered ri­
fle was found moments after 
the shooting, and Gregory 
Jaynes, a reporter for The 
Commercial Appeal. 

Mr. Stephens, who was in a 
rooming house at 422½ South 
Main and is supposed to have 
seen a man in the hallway at 
the time of the shooting, is a 
material witness under police 
guard. 

, Another witness, the Rev. 
James Beve!, a top leader in 
the Southern Christian Leader­
ship Conference, could not be 
located at his old Chicago ad­
dress last night, the Cook 
County Sheriff's Office in Chi­
cago reported. 

Other witnesses subpenaed 
thus far are Bertie L. Reeves; 
owner of the rooming hous~ 

• 

from which police think the ~ 
shot was fired; James N. Mc- ,..,i 1 Craw, a taxi driver believed to ~ (. /.? 
be one of several customers at ~ 'S 
a nearby restaurant at the \].... 1 o' 

; time, and Lt. R. W. Bradshaw, • -.\ / V 
Memphis police officer who re- (> 
layed a radio broadcast about ''L · 
a_ high-speed chase t.!;rough the 0 ,r;---,

1 city shortly"-4Zu:a T"rte shooti,J;_}g, t-" 
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· The subpcna of the Rev. Mr. 
Bevel, who was w.1·tr1e balcony 
of the LoJ.'.R'{1he Motel with Dr. 
King w11en the bullet killed the 
nation's best ~known civil 
rights leader, lent further 
strength to the expectation 
that Ray's attorneys plan to 
cast doubt on where the shot 
came from. 

Mr. Jaynes interviewed Solo­
mon Jones, Dr. King's chauf­
feur, shortly after the shoot­
ing. Mr. Jones told the report­
er he saw someone "with 
something white on his face" 
step from behind a nearby 
bush after he heard the shot, 

Arthur Hanes, Ray's chief 
counsel, would not say whether 
he has asked that Mr. Jones be 
subpenaed. 

Meanwhile, the committee of 
seven attorneys which is coun­
seling Criminai Court Judge 
Preston Battle on pretrial pub­
licity and procedure, met yes­
terday. The meeting was con­
firmed by Leo Bearman Jr .• 
one of the members, who also 
confirmed that he had read an 
article in Look magazine· by 
author William Bradford Huie, 
who purchased the rights of 
Ray's story. 

Mr. Bearman would not say 
what was discussed, but the 
meeting took place the day aft· 
er the Look magazine i~sue 
went on sale. -, 

~-:-:-:-:-;:-- --~~~-:, -.-~ 

• 
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~~en served on 10 defense 
witnesses, to testify atH.ay·s 
trial, scheduled to begin 
Tuesday, Nov. 12. The latest 
to receive process was Lloyd 

Jowers, a Veteran's Cab 
driver and operator of Jim's 
Grill on S. Main, near the 
shooting scene. 

Two M e.m p h i s lawyers enforcing the subpoenas. 
subpoenaed by the defense Gipson and Friedman rep­
as witnesses in the JafY!es resent Charles Q. Stephens, 
Earl Ray case today balked a key state witness nc,w 
at testifying. under police protection. Ste-

The witnesses, Harvey phens reportedly saw the 
Gipson and William E. killer of Dr. Martin Luther 

• 

Friedman, filed 2. peti;:ion King Jr. in the hallway of a 
asking that Ray's attor:1ey, rooming house at 422½ S. 
Artlur J. ~I:mes, be reauired Main moments after the 
to show cause why they were shooting. 
subpoenaed. , Stephens was jailed earlier 

If Hanes is unable to show as a material w:tness at the 
cause why their testimony is state's request, but the two 
needed, they will ask Crimi- lav.,yers went to court and 

. nal Co\p:!:=T11r.!e~ \V. Preston got him released. 
Battle to enjoin Hanes from So far, subpoenas have 

Several customers in the 
grill are reported to _have 
seen a white l\:1 u s t an g 
parked out front the day of , 
the murder. The state con­
tends Ray made his getaway 
in a white Mustang after kill­
ing the civil rights leader 
with a high-poweretCnm:. ' 
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FBI Is Going Past ·Ray .-: , 
; In Search For Suspects 
, Th_e ~BI is looking for other suspects, besides James Earl 

Ray, m _its move to reconstruct the murder of Dr. Martin 
~ther Kt~g Jr., author William Bradford Huie said last nioht. 

; Interviewed by long distance at his home in Harts~!le 
Ala., Mr. Huie said, "You would be justified in concluding th~ 
FI?I does not accept ,:\tty. Gen. Ramsey Clark's view," (that 
one m_an _acted alone m planning and carrying out Dr. King's 
assassmat1on). 

"The FBI 0 oes every place I .. - · · _: · - · · • ' 
h ·, . "' "The FBI next went to 2731 

a_ve revealed Ray stopped at North Sheffield, w where I re-
and shows photos and plays vealed Ray roomed while 
sound tracks of the voices o( at working at the Indian Trail. 
least two other men and asks They l>howed their photos 
whether the photos and sound again there. They asked the 
tracks are recognized. The landlords, Mr. and Mrs. Don­
FBI certainly is looking for nelly, 'Did you see this man, 
other people." or this man (showing the pho-

-· ,.· tos) here with Ray? Did you 
Mr. Huie has received from hear these voices?"' 

Ray, who goes on trial here Mr. Huie said both his re­
Nov. 12 on a charge of slaying porting and the FBI's investi-

O'ation have been hampered by 
:Or. King, ::nany pages of long- the refusal of Criminal Court 
.hand manuscript on what he Judge w. Preston Battle to al­
did prior to the date of Dr. low new photos to be taken of 
King's murder. Ray in his cell in the Shelby 

Jne first of the three articles ~unty Jail. 
Mr. Huie is writing, largely 
from the Ray manuscript, ap­
peared in Look magazine Mon­
day. The next will appear Nov. 
12',, the day Ray's trial starts. 

,Mr. Huie said that immedi­
ately after the first Look arti­
cle "leaked out," FBI agents 
showed up at the Indian Trail 
Restaurant in Winnetka, a Chi­
cago suburb, where Ray 
washed dishes in May and 
June, 1967. This was just after 
hi;; escape from the Missouri 
S~te Prisoi(aTit:iierson City. 

People recognize "the oft-p1;1b­
lished photos of Ray, which 
are the only ones he and the 
FBI have to show to persons 
they contact, Mr. Huie said. So 
there is no clear proof of rec­
ognition, he asserts. 

"If photos were 1:1ade of R~y 
in his cell there m Memphis, 
as the Los Angeles court has 
let pictures be made of Sirhan 
S;rhan (accused slayer of Sen­
ator Robert F. Kennedy) it 
would aid the FBI as well as 
answer the requests of the 
news media." 

'. The amici curiae committee 
cif lawyers named by Judge 

• 
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.Action Being Asked 
: Aaains·f- 1-luie, Look 

tr') 

Criminal Court Judge W. Preston Battle's legal advisory 
committee in the James Earl Ray case has rec,1mmended 
contempt action against Alabama author Wi!l.iam Bradford 
Huie and the publishers of Look magazine. 

Huie, who says he is under contract to write Ray's 
· biography, was cited for an article that ran 'n the Nov. 12 

issue of Look, which came out last week, and al,so for an 
interview reported in the Commercial Appeal Nov. I. 

The Committee, in a re-
port filed yesterday, said 
there is "probable cause" 

. the writer and Cowles Publi­
. cations as well as "others 
closely connected with or in-
terested in the case" had vi­
olated the court's orders res­
tricting pre-trial publicity. 

The other parties were not 
, identified in the report. The 

Look article, based on what 
Huie said were written inter­
views with Ray, hinted of a 
conspiracy in the assassina­
tion of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, with Ray playing the 
role of an unknowing dupe. 

1 The-·magazine said the arti~ 

cle was the first of several 
installments . 

The newspaper story quot­
: ed Huie as saying the FBI 
was on the trail of other sus­
pects in the crime. Ray's 
trial is scheduled to begin a 
week from today in Judge 
Battle's court. 

The committee urged the 
court to require Huie and the 
other parties to show cause 
why they should not be held 
in contempt "at such time as 
the above parties are within 
the jurisdiction of the court" 
and after the jury has been 
selected. ,e,--:;--- ' 
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$ub~oan<fils in __ ~ay' s=-Tri~I 
---By ROY B. HAl\'IlLTON 

Press-scimitar Slaff Writer 

The State of Tennessee 
will subpoena 105 witnesses 
in its efforts to convict 
James Earl Ray in the slay­
ing of Dr. Martin Luther · 
King, The Press-Scimitar 
learned today. . 

Atty. Gen .. Phil Canale 
confirmed a · report that' 
subpoena papers are now 
being served to "about" that 
number of persons, but de­
clined to r e I e a s e their 
names. 

"They have beertfrilkecfto 

. ' 

enough," he · said. "I don't 
want . them harassed any 
more." 

However, the identities of 
·many persons expected to 
testify for the state have 
been previously published. 

Ray's trial is scheduled to 
start:·~ ~.Jc from t~ay in 
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Judge W: . :Preston Battle's 
:· Criminal Court. 

Meanwhile, the attorney 
general's office was reported 
to be concerned about the 
source of another story that 
appeared last week in the 
National Enquirer, a weekly 
newspaper published in New 
York and sold on Memphis 
newsstands. 

The story quoted Ray in a 
question-answer interview 

· but did not say how the in­
terview was obtained. Ray 
was quoted in one response 
as saying he was in Memphis 
the day before but not on the 
day of Dr. King's murder. 

How the newspaper ob­
tained answer:s to its ques­
tions posed a mystery. Sher­
iff William Morris said Ray 
has been allowed no visitors 
in county jail other than his 
attorneys. 

Judge Battle previously 
gave Hanes permission to, 
submit written questions to 
Ray for Huie. He ruled that 
guards could not read the 
material passing back and 
forth between the prisoner 
and Hanes but merely in­
spect it to see that it con­
tained no drawings or dia­
grams which might breach 
security ~·-:•-:c" ·--~ 

• 
The arra;:;5~iiici,i:- was op­

posed by Robert K. Dwyer, 
executive assistant attorney 
·general, who argued close 
censorship was necessary to 
preVt!)_!:__,~!Xity leaks. 
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: .. In this century there has 
ri-2cn a lrnndfui of American 
i-.,_-:als internationally regarded 
::s history mak.:;rs. 
>.Tuesday, another will be 
cdded to the list. A 9:30 a.m. 
c··1 that clay the tria-1 of James 
E-arl ~ay, a Missouri State 
P2nitentary escapee charged 
L: the mm·der of Dr. Martin 
Luthe:- Kbg Jr., will b2gin. 
•;'::e v;orld will watch and lis-

: Since a Lgh-~,Jwered rifle 
c:~·2.c:.;:e:d z..t C: 01 :t).m. April 4 
~::1Q a .:.-u!~2.t ;·~:letrz.;.ted the 
.t:~ :-:r or D:r. :.:::n;, T112 Com·i11er-
.. ,,,,;""-: t~· :.l~i .... ~,..,... .... .: .. r .. 1o-i!.'l.d "": .... ,.... c,_ ....... ••;.._-',;>-':;0..1. .. ..... ,.,,~, .;:....u.:> .. o,_ .. .._, T;. ... o...iy 
: · -~:: ~~1u ~C:'\\)Ied -·;:ri'2.ny [nan­
~ ~::a to th~ ~0':) of kec:ping its 

. :, ... d2rs hl:m·i~ed of all the de­
·. :10Jmen~s in a case that re-
(. ·-1:red on;; of the most exten­
_ _': :;; manhunts the world has 

·c ,·er v.itnessed.· 
., 

· · ·· ,_·~ . .:: ::.::::-i who are the most 
~.:~:-.. -:ilia~ \Vith the ci::.se, those 
·-: '.:;:, were ·working when the 
· .. ot v;as firc:d and w:-ote ab.Jut 
.-: .. 3 crime ar,d the fui1isrzl, foe 
:.: s.:-u1ur.t ::nd the c2.pture, tbe 
J.·.:.:.:u:-:i to ::VIer.:ip:i:s a,1d a cell 
:.: the Shelby County Jail, will 
>: our readers' eyes and ears 
~::::;;inning Tt;esday. 
; Angus McE~chran, assistant 
~ .etro;:,vlitan di~or, will direct 
:,.,:.;s r,ewspaper's staff of writ­
. ·· ,..ho·,cc;r~ni,ers and artists ._,.;....:)} ._J,.. .. 0 c.,. ... 1 • 

-:::·10 \\iil cover the tnal from 
t:,e Crimi::::'.'l Courts Building. 

:.:r. :vicE::.-:-:t--.ran, who has di­
; .~c~ed ;::. :-,:::..jot:07 cf tr,e cover­
~-·,;:; 0f :l1is case, \':ent to Lon­
r: : ::. June S when Scotl2.nd 
:-.:·.:.rd ;;_rres~ed Ray. For a 
"u .:.,:::.,!{ r.:.1s Gai:y ::-cr.,orts cap .. 
i.:;·eci 2 p2.:"z of foe complicated 

·.d rr.ysteric-..:s life of James 
~~Ql"l Ray. Born in Memphis, 
:. ::::-. :,1cEachran has built a 
i-~ ·x:tz:.tio:1 for enterprising 
~---c.·i:2. st:cies a;1d skillful writ­
. .,::;. Ee c.tteded George Wash­
:::.;ston university and Mem­
;.:,~us State. 

• .. c:1~r!-2(~ ~7 ~n•i-a:;,.r!!:nn) veteran 
~omt reporter, will provide a 
,1·.2n.nrr.6 account of the trial 
~·,om tl,e s-eat rese01ed for The 
:commercial Appeal. Mr. Ed­
::nundson's first taste of court­
:.:2om coverage came at the 
:.Scopes trial or the Dayton 
)!Ionkey Trial at Dayton, 
'.Tenn., in 1.?'2:i. Taking military 
;;..,_-aining at Forl: 'Oglethrope, 

Ga., he got leave to cover the 
climactic days of the test of 
Tennessee's law against the 

1 teaching of evolution for a now 
defunct Kno;,..-ville newspaper. 

II Mr. Edmundson, a Nieman 
Fellow at Harvard and a· grad­
uate of the University of 
Tenness·ce, also covered the 
trial of the Scottsboro Negroes, 
charged with criminal assault, 

'at Decatur, Ala., in 1932. At 
:the conclusion of the case 
;Judge James E. Horton de­
clared the jury's guilty verdict 
"unsupported by evidence" 
and set it aside. The judge was 
never elected to public office 

1 

again. Mr. Edmundson has· . 
had a distinguished journalis­
tic career that has brought 
him worldwide as·signments 
from The Commercial Appeal, 
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 1 

Forttme magazine ·and The I 
United States Foreign Service. 

Staff writer Gregory Jaynes, 
who v1as sent to Toronto after 
the capture of Ray and who, 
like Mr, McEachran, pieced 
together ~a--slcte ~of the life of 
the accused slayer, will de-

..\ 

• 
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scribe the drama surrounding I Times News Service and The j 
the trial, concentrating on 

1
Commercial Appeal-Chkagq/ 

events outside the courtroom. i Daily News Service as well as, 
Mr. Jaynes has another rea- '. the Associated Press and Unit­

son for attending the trial. He 1ed Press International. 
has been subpenaed by the de- i 
fense as a result of his report- [ In a cc~::;2:~·ati.ve effort with, 
i:-,g mim;tes after the death of i leading national and for2ign · 
Dr. King. Mr. Jaynes was corn I newspapers, The Commercial 
in Flor~nce, Ala. He attended f Ap_re~l and Memph~s ~r-::~3-
Mempbs State. 'Sc1m1tar have arrangec :0r 

I. Others accredited to cover i pool transcripts of the testimo­
l the tr:al for this newspaper lny. The court has supported 
1
include Jimmie Covington, ,'bhis plan to help make up for 

I
' also a _veteran couri: ~·eporte_r i the lack of sp~tce in the court­
and assistant metropolitan ed1- /room. 
i tor; photographers Robert Wil-; It all adds up to a first-rate 
llams ,md Fred Griffith. i effort for our readers. It is an 
i The Commercial Appeal's: effort that was be,.._0 1.m at Ei: 01 
'et;;·;~:::-:!ge.,also wiil include the i p.m. April 4. It will continue 
dispatches of The New York/until the case is closed. 
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King Murder Case To Go 

To Court Tuesday 
The defense will ann0unce 

ready when Division 3 of the. 
Shelby Cour.ty Criminal Court 1 

opens Tuesday morning for the 
trial of James Earl Ray, chief 
defense counsel Arthur Hanes 
Sr. said yesterday. 

Mr. Hanes and his co-coun­
sel, Arthur Hanes Jr., were in 
Memphis yesterday for a 
rconference with their client, 
and defense witnesses. They• 
said that Ray, charged with 
the murder of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr. here April 4, is in 
good condition. They conferred 
with him for more than an 
hour in his cell at the Shelby 
County Jail. 

Mr. Hanes declined to com­
ment on reports that he would' 
ask Judge W. Preston Battle, 
chosen to conduct the trial, to 
Tecuse hj~sc/£-i·,'l favor of an­
other judge. Mr. Hanes is re­
ported to feel Jud.<?,e Battle 
showed prejudice in the degree 
lby which he has sought to limit 
:Pretrial comment by counsel. 

The first week of the trial is· 1 

expected to. be taken up with! 
the choice of a jury. Although: 
nearly 700 veniremen were 
chosen at the beginning of the 
fall term of court, a special 
venire is expected to be re­
quired. Supplementary venire­
men are not expected to be 
called until it becomes clear 
the i·egular venire will be ex­
hausted. 

Of a list of 300 prospective 
witnesses earlier submitted to 
Circuit Court Clerk James A. 
Blackwell, about 120 have been 
subpenaed. Receiving subpen­
as today, at the request of the. 
defense, will be Fire and Po-j 
lice Director Frank Holloman, 

1

, 

Patrolman W. B. Richmond, 
Vester L. Moore, a former City!, 
Park ranger, and Thomas Fox, I 
a reporter ~~ommercial 

1 Appeal. J 

• 
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Trial Reporters Face Tough ·~oing 
The eyes and ears of the 

world will focus on a small 
second floor courtroom of 
the Criminal Courts building 
starting Tuesday. 

But it will have to be word 
pictures for the most part 
from the biggest aggregation 
of news reporters ever gath­
ered in Memphis - to cover · 
the trial of James Earl Ray, 
charged with the April 4 as­
sassination of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King, Negro civil rights 
leader. 

There will be no pictures 
permitted, not only in Judge 
Preston Battle's courtroom, 
but also in the block on 
which the Criminal Court 
Building is · 1ocated - from 
Second to Third, and Poplar 
to Washington. 

PICTURES 
Photographers will be per­

mitted to take pictures of 
persons entering and leaving 
the · building from the south 
side of Washington across 
the street from the building. 
Washington will ~ closed to 
traffic between Second and 
Third by order of Sheriff 
William Morris, who has 
charge of protecting Ray. 

Busiest man in connection 
with the trial will be Charles 
Holmes, b o r r o w e d from 
Memphis State University to 
serve as press officer for the 
trial. r, •. ___ "' 

His telephone in an office 

on the same floor as the 
courtroom keeps ringing, 
with calls from London, 
Washington, New York and 
elsewhere. Newsmen keep 
coming in to make certain 
they are properly certified. 
It is difficult to get a few 
minutes conversation with 
the obliging and friendly 
Holmes, a former reporter. 

SMALL 
The small courtroom will 

have 38 seats reserved for 
reporters and four rotating 
seats for reporters who were 
too late to qualify for re­
served seats, making 42 
press seats i'n all. 

Holmes said once report­
ers are in they will have to 
remain and there will be no 
swapping of seats except at 
the noon recess. Holmes said 
the occasional brief recess­
es, will not give enough time 
to permit a substitute to go 
through the intricate securi­
ty precautions. 

Most of the reporters for 
foreign news agencies are 
coming from New York or· 
Washington, but four will 
come from London and two 
from France. 

EDITOR 
Ralph McGill, noted editor 

and columnist from Atlanta 
has already arrived. McGill 
will share his seat with 

Celestine Sibley, an Atlanta 
Constitution reporter. 

Richard Starnes, a veteran 
of reporting, including the ·, 
entry of James Meredith to 
Ole Miss and many other 
dvil rights cases, will repre• 
sent Scripps-Howard News­
papers. There's also a seat 
for a Press-Scimitar report­
er. 

Gerold Frank of Double­
day and Co., who wrote the 
book, "The Boston Stran­
gler," has a seat. 

There will be a Press 
Room in Room 126 of the 
County Office Building and 
transcripts of the trial testi­
mony will be available every 
hour, Holmes said. 

LOSES 
Hubert James Putt, ·a men- · 

tally ill federal prisoner who 
claimed to have inside infor- : 
mation on the assassination ' 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
lost a legal bid to become a 
witness in the trial. 

Judge Battle dismissed a · 
habeas corpus p e t i t i o n 
mailed by Putt from the 
Federal Medical Center in 
Springfield, Mo. 

In the petition, handwrit- . 
ten in pencil on white tablet . 
paper, Putt claimed he was 
"inadvertently involved in 
the assassination of John 
:Fitzgerald K e n n e d y~nd • 
knew the very day that ur. · 
iMarlin...kuther King Jr. and. 
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• 
Sen. ·Roj:>ert :f., Kennedy 
were to be killed." 

Judge Battle announced 
, yesterday the trial will run 

six days a week and a mini­
mum of six hours a day. 

He said the trial hours will 
be 9: 30 a.m. to 12: 30 p.m., 
and 2-5 p.m. in the begin­
ning. If it appears the trial 
will extend too close to 
Christmas, Judge Battle said 
· the dosing hour will be set • 
at 6 p.m. ~ · 
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Judge Outlines 
Trial Procedure 

Six-Day Week Agenda Set 
For Ray Murder Case, 
With Six-Hour Days 

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON 
The trial of James Earl Ray, 

accused of killing Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., will run six, 
days a week and a minimum 
of six hours a day, Criminal 
Court Judge W. Preston Battle 
said last night. 
I Trials usually, run Monday 
I through Friday. 
i "Jurors who are going to be 
. locked up seven days a week 
for several weeks running 
might not like it if the judge 

. and the attorneys held to a 
five-day week," Judge Battle 
observed. 

Trial hours will run from i 
9: 30 a.m. to 12: 30 p.m. and 
from 2 to 5 p.m. in the begin­
ning, Judge Battle said. If the 
trial shows signs of running 
too close to Christmas the clos­
ing hour will be set back to 6 
p.m. 

"Before we do anything the 
1 first day, we will have a new 
, venire called," Judge Battle 
• said. "The fall term venire­
, men won't want to start a new 

trial running as long as this 
,f one." · 
1 But 100 veniremen from the 

old list will be examined Tues­
' day for service in the Ray 
' trial. The 100 includes five 
I women, of whom two are 
, Negroes. By Tennessee law a 
i woman venireman is excused 
. from duty if she wishes, but a 

woman sometimes elects to 
serve. 

The jury dormitory in the 
Criminal Court Building pro­
vides quarters for men only. If 
a woman juror is chosen, she 
is put up, under escort of al 
woman deputy..:1herif!,_at a ho-
tel. . . . . , . ,, . .. .. , . 

'• 
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· Two of ~Ray's fa,mily, broth­
ers John · and Jerry Ray of St. 
Louis, will attend the trial, it 
was learned. Ray's father, who 
ls reported living as a semi-re­
cluse at New London, in north• 
east Missouri, will not attend. 

M<'ml)('r!l of Dr. Kinr,'s faml- 1 

ly will nwct with officP!'S or 
the Southern Chrislian Leader• 

. ship Conference in Atlanta this 
morning to decide who of the 
family and of SCLC will at• 
tend. Seats have been reserved 
for members of both groups. 

Nine out-of-town reporters, 
vanguard of about 250 expect• 
ed, arrived yesterday. 

They were shown Judge Bat• 
tie's courtroom, where stiff, 
uncomfortable benches have 
been replaced with well-cu• 
shioned theater-type · seats. 
They were also shown the jury 
dormitory, on the first floor of 
the building, which has been 
completely refurnished. 

Private cubicles, finished in 
walnut veneer, have replaced 
the rows of cots which former­
ly lined the wall. A new dark 
i;reen rug covers the floor. 
, New orange counterpanes cov­
er the beds. 

In the living room new crim­
son drapes, a light green rug 
and a handsome billiard tablej 
have been installed. 

The British attorney Michael, 
Eugene, who represented Ray 
in the extradition hearings in 
London after his arrest in June 
at an airport there, arrived in 
New York late yesterday en 
route to Memphis. 

In his briefcase was a record 
of the extradition proceedings, 
which he will deliver to Ray's 

'

chief counsel, Arthur Hanes 
Sr. "Yes, I've formed an opin­
ion as to Ray's guilt or inno­
.cence," Mr. Eugene said. "But 
I. mean to~e__n it tp myself." · 

• 
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Sta:te·'To Ask Peath Pena!t:y For-Ray 
The state will ask the elec­

tric chair for James Earl Ray, 
charged with killing Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr., it was 
learned yesterday. 

Ray, who was captured in 
London June 8 after a 1.5-mil­
lion-do!lar search, will go on 
trial before Criminal Court 
Judge W. Preston Battle Tues­
day. 

No convicted person has 
been put to death in Tennessee 
since 1960 and nobody convict­
ed in Shelby County has suf­
fered the death penalty since 
1949, but Tennessee law pro­
vides for electrocution if the 

· jury prescribes it. 

Death sentences were made 
more difficult to obtain when 
the United States Supreme 
Court recently ruled that a cit­
izen may not be excluded from 
a jury because he says he 
would not vote for the death 
penalty. Since then the Shelby 
County attorney general's staff 
has asked veniremen only if 
they are willing to find a ver­
dict in keeping with Tennessee 
law - which provides for the 
death penalty. 

Tennessee law permits the 
death penalty only if the crime 
is premeditated. Legal authori­
ties say the circumstances of 
Dr. King's murder show that, 
whoever committed it, it was 
premeditated. . 

Dr. King was shot to death 
1 

on the balcony of the Lorraine 
Motel on ~ulb~ Street on 
the evening of April 4. 

'. 

" 
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• 
A 30-calil_l~r cteet;ifle bought· 

in Birmingham March 29 and 
found abandoned near the 
front door of a South Main 
Street rooming house over­
looking the Lorraine Motel is 
said by the attorney general's1 
office to be the m u r d e r\ 
weapon. 

George Bonebrake, a senior 
fingerprint specialist of thel 
FBI, has stated the gun bears 
Ray's fin~rprints. Whether 
fragments of rtJhe fatal bullet 
taken from Dr. King's neck 
can be traced to this gun ap­
pears problematical. 

Arthur Hanes Sr., Ray's at­
torney, examined the frag­
ments and decided not to test­
fire the rifle, as a court order 
permitted him to do. Some ob­
servers infer that Mr. Hanes, a 
former FBI agent, considered 
the fragments ballistically un­
traceable to the gun. I 

In another development, 
Judge Battle yesterday denied 
the habeas corpus petition of 
Hubert James Putt, a mental 
patient at the United States 
prison hospital at Springfield, 
Mo., seeking to be brought 
here to testify in the Ray trial. 

In a handwritten letter, Putt, 
whose home is in Nashville, 
claimed he had information to 
solve not only the murder of 
Dr. King but also those of 
President John F. Kennedy, 
Senator Roberit F. Kennt!dy, 
and Albert Anatasia of the 
Murder, Inc., ring in New York 
and New Jersey. 

24 Policemen Bolster 
Sheriff's Force 

Twenty-four policemen yes­
terday were assigned to aid 
Sheriff W. N. Morris Jr. during 
the trial of James Earl Ray 
next week. 

Asst. Police Chief Bill Price 
said the men will work under 
orders from the sheriff. Four­
t e e n policemen previously 
were assigned to aid in guard­
ing Ray and such key witness­
es as Charlie Stephens. 

Police Chief Henry Lux said 
the 38 men will be involved in 
"different aspects" of the I 
trial's security. He said the 24 
assigned yesterday indude a 
lieutenant, 17 patrolmen and 6 
detectives. - · - · · · 

• 
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Cast Fits WellIJJ.Jt~Y 
'Trial Drain~ 

If TV rn_ovie dir.P.ctor Gail 
Patrick, born Margaret Fi­
tzpatrick in Birmingham, were 
picking a cast for her former 
Perry Mason TV series, she 
could hardly do better than the 
list of principals chance has 
cast up for the trial of James· 
Earl Ray, charged with killing 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. '! 

In the center of the stage on', 
the second floor at the Court­
house - as the trial opens . 
Tuesday - will be Criminal 1• 
Court Judge W. Preston Bat-_ 
tie, who looks, thinks and acts: 
like a judge. He is short in stat-< 
ure, w i d e -be am e d, firm­
chinned and soft-spoken, but 
with a presence that effortless­
ly dominates the courtroom. 

Defense attorneys may com­
plain in private that Judge, 
Battle, a former assistant at­
torney general, is still some­
thing of a prosecutor. But uni- -
versally liked or not, the judge 
never leaves any doubt as to 
who is in charge. When he 
knits his brow and protrudes _ 
his lower lip - his characteris­
tic gesture of authority - ev­
erybody snaps to attention. 
"Judge Battle has a Mac• -
Arthurian sense of his own dig­
nity," one lawyer has re­
marked. 

He hardly needs the black 
robe, the raised platform, the 

oak gavel, the flanking state , 
and national flags or gravel­
voiced bailiffs to guarantee his •' 
authority. 

James Earl Ray, the 40-
year-old escaped convict and 
defendant in this case, is him- · 
self by no means lacking in 
"amour propre." He may have 
been a two-bit con most of his 
life but nobody who has seen _ 
him in the courtroom here can ·• 
doubt that, innocent or guilty, 1_. 

he feels that at last his search i 
for a personal ide.nt~ has ,' 
been rewarded. 'k · s . ,! 
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In his new clothes, bought 
and delivJrect to him by his ' 
attorney, a former mayor of ! 

Birmingham, Ray appears 
self-contented. Form~rly a fu­
gitive from prison, he is now 
at least a footnote to history. 

His off-black hair oiled and 
combed, his tie adjusted, his . 
poker-pale face plumped out by 
four months of starchy jail 
food. he will sit almost beam­
ino behind his attorneys at the 
co~msel t;ible. visibly jealous if 
he is ;·cstr:,hrrl from taking 
the witness st:rnd. j 

Arthur J. H:rnes Sr., ex-may­
or and ex-president of the 
school board in Birmingham, 
describes himself as "a pretty 
fair country lawyer." But he 
may prove considerably b~tter 
than that. He has a stram of 
flamboyance, which he wil_l ~ry 
to hold in check, and a b1tmg 
wit as he showed when he 
ter;11ed Judge Battle's am!ci 
curiae committee on pretrial 
publicity "Harper Valley PTA 
hypocrites." 

Mr. Hanes and Martin Lu­
ther King were personal foes 
in the early 1960s when Dr. 
Kino . was leading protest 
ma1~hes in B i r m i n g h a m. 
Hanes' defense of the man 
charged with shooting. Dr. ' 
King is in a sense a conti~ua­
tion of the enmity of that time. 
Mr. Hanes said of Dr. King 
then "He should be put out of 
circ~lation because if any 
group, organization or pe:r:s~n 
can divide a country, then 1t 1s 
wrong and should be stopped." 

Unlike many attorneys com-· 
ino- into a new city, Mr. Hanes 
will not associate himself w'th 
a local attorney. His only aid 
will be his son, Arthur Jr., a 
blond 26-year-old Princeton 
Law School graduate, who· 
sometimes frowns on his fa­
ther's courtroom demarches. 

The father-:i.nd-son defense 
team will sit at the right end of 
a long mahogany counsel ta­
ble, separated from the judge's 
dais only by the court report­
er's desk. At the left end of the 1 

table, just in front of the wit-! 
ness stand, raised on the 1 

judge's right, wm.2e stati!!ned j 
the·orosecutors. .. . .. . 

• 
For the fi[_st Ulll<; m seven 

and a half years, Atty. Gen. 
Phil M. Canale, 50 years old 
but with scarcely a wrinkle or 
touch of gray, will direct a 
trial in person. He is expected 
to leave most of the cross­
questioning and speaking to 
two assistants. But he is 
known for keen mind and 
sharp intuition and will call 
the plays. 

Executive Asst. Atty. Gen. 
Robert K. Dwyer, who will ex­
amine most of the witnesses 
and do most of the speaking, 
appears mild enough in re­
pose, but can become a 
scourge of righteousness in ac­
tion. 

Asst. Atty. Gen. James C. 
Beasley, wlio will .. occupy the: 

third chair set aside for the:• 
prosecution,' looks e X a c t 1 y 
what he is-a t a l e n t e d, ; 
serious-minded lawyer, who · 
can be depended to plumb any 
conundrum of criminal law 
and come up with any answer. 

The 'jury Will probably, but 
not necessarily, be all male ' 
and probably will· include· 
Negroes. About a third of the 
veniremen from whom the 
jury is to be struck will be . 
Negroes. Most criminal court 
juries have from two to eight · 
Negroes, depending on chance 
and the bent of opposing coun­
sel in using up their perempto­
ry challenges. 

Occupying a reserved seat 
back of the chancel rail will be·, 
an uncle of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., the Rev. Joel Law­
rence King of Mansfield, Ohio, 
who will be the only King fam­
ily representative. In Atlanta 
Dr. Martin Luther King Sr. 
said yesterday that neither he · 
nor Mrs. Coretta King, widow 
of the slain man, will attend. 

Also in reserved seats, but1 
seoarated from relatives and 
friends of Dr. King, will be 
John and Jerry Ray of St. 
Louis, brothers of the defend-\ 
ant. 

While the real jury of 12, 
with one alternate, sit in the 
jury box, a surrogate jury of 
reporters serving news media · 
in all parts of the world will 
occupy 42 · seats outside the 
chancel rail. If they do not 
form opinion, they transmit 
the reports on which public , 
and world ~11Lon will be 
based. ~- ~ - .i 

. '.. L • ...,. . 

Although_ onlv_42 seats have 
been rationed to the pr~ss, 
they will be used at one time 
or another by an estimated 250 
reporters. Their dispatches or 
broadcasts will help the world 
decide whether justic~ _In the 
United States is adm1mstered 
"without regard to rke, color 
or creed,". as _is._ engr~ved on. 
J!llil!r ~~~~µse~11$. . ,. · · • • 
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It Was 6:01 p.m. 
When the trial of James Earl Ray, accused in the thing white over his face. (4) Canipe Amusement Co., the 

assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., begins Tues- spot where a 30.06 rifle with telescopic sight was recov-
day these places will be referred to innumerable times: ered. (5) The spot where witnesses say they saw a man 
(I) The balcony of the Lorraine Motel where Dr. King was speed off in a white Mustang. (6) The area where a sup-
shot at 6:0 I p.m., April 4. (2) The rooming house at 4221/i posed chase took place between a white Mustang and a 
South Main, where the man charged with murder stayed blue Pontiac. Two other important places round out the 
and from where the prosecution will contend that the shot map, St; Joseph Hospital where Dr. King was pronounced 
that k.illed_~r:., King was fired. (3) A thicket. from. which at dead and. Shelby C?unty Jail, where.James §1rl Ray waits 
least one w,1tness says h~ saw a ~an running '!'.(Ith some~ for th•.tr1al to beq1n. . · ......... ,.,, · 
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· Theater-Type Seats Have Replaced Uncomfortable' Benches For Ray Trial 

Donated Pool Table Will Serve Jury l_n Renovated Room ,n 
,K:' • '-.-~ 

~(fr.~··· 

,r-c- -=. Private Cubicles Have Replaced:, Rows Of Cots For; Jurors: ,~-:i • 
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~etutity Pu~ed . r~ghte~ F~~~y-r rial I 
By ANGUS l\kEACHRAN 

Further restrictions against 
the press and public in the 
murder trial of James Earl 
Ray were confirmed yester­
day. 

Sheriff William N. Morris Jr. 
said the 35 seats assigner! in 
the courtroom for the public 
would not be available until 
after the jury was selected. 

Sheriff :'w~u11 i,. ~uid the seats 
,vould be needed to seat ve-1 

~---- - ::lJ, 

niremen waiting to be ques­
tioned for jury service. Selec­
tion of the jury, which begins 
with the opening of the trial 
Tuesday morning, is expected 
to take about a week. 

Once the public seats be­
come available they will be 
allocated on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. 

"Anyone wishing to attend 
the trial will have to come 
early and bring plenty of !den­
ti fication which can be qmckly 

, checked ,bY Ql,_I[ __ o(fice, ". Sheriff 
Morris said. "We will take1 

I steps to ;creert o~t those per­
sons we feel could try to create 
an incident in the courtroom." 

The sheriff's office will also 
take steps to screen out any 
reporters who stand in line for 
general public seats. 

"We are doing this at the 
court's direction, but it is an 
order I concur in," the sheriff 
said. "There is a precedent for 
this sort of thing." 

Some newsmen, especially. 
those representini large met­
ropolitan <1a111es ·which did_not 
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receive al1o~ated-"'seats in the 
courtroom, contend they have 
a right to be considered as 
part of the general public. To 
prohibit them from standing in 
line for seats would be denying 
their rights as private cWzens, 
they contend. 

• 
Judge W. Preston Battle, 

who will preside over the trial, I 
said yesterday there was no 
precedent for the number of 
seats which must be allocated I 
the public. 

"But it is a matter that was 
widely criticized in the (Dr. 
Sam) S h e pp a rd (murder) 
case, where almost all the 
seats were given over to the 
press. I am of the opinion 
th«t at least half of the seats 
should be available to the pub-

, lie." 
Reporters have been as­

signed 42 seats. 
The sheriff's office mean­

while was working to refine se· 
curity arrangements which 
The New York Times called 
"perhaps the strictest . . . in 
American trial history. 

Every person entering the 
-Courthouse during the trial 
will go through at least two 
s e c u r i t y checks, including 
being searched, before being 
admitted to the courtroom. 

Reporters, 1 a w y e r s and 
court personnel have been fin­
gerprinted and photographed .. 
Before entering the courtroom, 
all persons, including spec­
tators will have their voices re­
corded and analyzed to pre­
vent an imposter from getting 
near Ray. . 

Even Judge Battle and Sher­
iff Morris will undergo the se­
curity clearance each day. 

Memphis authorities are de­
termined that Ray, accused of 
killing Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., shall not meet the fate of 
Lee Harvey Oswald, accused 
in the assassination of Presi­
dent Kennedy. Oswald was 
shot and killed in Dallas by 
Jack Ruby before Oswald 
could be brought to trial. 

"I think we are as ready as 
we'll ·ever be," said Sheriff 
Morris. "We'll spend all day 

I 
Monday going through a 

;~:~;~?~n, ~bu~: !!nk we are. 

• 
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•-Fair Trial Vs. Public's Right To Know 
"FREE SPEECH and fair trial," 

Supreme Cm~rt Justice Hugo L. 
Black wrote almost three decades 
ago, ''are two of the most cherished 

. policies in our civilization, and it 
would be a trying task to choose 
between them." 

James Earl Ray, charged with the 
murder of Dr. Martin ,Luther King 
Jr., goes on trial in Memphis tomor­
row. The trial of Sirhan Bishara Sir­
han, accused in the assassination of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy, now is 
scheduled for Dec. 9 in Los Angeles. 

These two trials will show this 
· press-justice dilemma in its most 
dramatic light. 

Judge W. Preston Battle on Sept. 6 
refused to quash an indictment 
charging James Earl Ray with Dr. 
King's murder. The defense had 
argued that Ray could not get a fair 
tri1.1 in Memphis because of wide-

. spread publicity after the King slay­
·ing. 

THE UNITED STATES SUPREME 
COURT time and again has been 
forced to :make... the, choice between 
free speech and fair trial. In the 

1 ... ·,. ----~---

By RICHARD SPONG . 
Edllorlat Re5eorch Rep0rfs Writer 

landmark Sheppard case in 1966 the 
Supreme Court voiced new concern 
over sensational trial ,and pre-trial 
publicity . 

The American Bar Association in 
Chicago last February formally 
adopted the recommendations of the 
Reardon Committee, a panel of dis-' 
tinguished judges and lawyers. The . 
committee recommended that court 
and police officials withhold from 
news media "potentially prejudicial'' . 
information. 

The report called on lawyers, 
judges· ·and police officials to restrict 
their comments on pending criminal 
cases and to curtail release of infor-
mation about them. It recommended 
contempt of court action against 
those who make statements prejudi-
cial to a defendant in a willful at-
tempt to affect the outcome of a trial. 

Judge Battle has cited Ray's attor­
ney, a private detective, and two 
Memphis neW1Spaperm.en for con­
tempt of court for allegedly damag­
ing pre-trial publicity in the Ray 
case. On Oct. 24 he named a Federal 

· Bureau of I~yesti.gf on agent as a .· 
. . probable. yiofa_tor o the -'-b_a_n. __ ~ 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,) 

?cu;e., '1 

--The Commercial 
Appea 1 

--Memphis, Tenn. 

Date: /I - //-{., j> 
Edition: F/,,Y.{__/ 
Author: 

Editor:Frank R. 

Character: 

or 

Ahlgren 

Classification: 44-1987 
Submitting Office: Me mph is 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
,._ --~ _,_,,, 

~imilar controversy marks the 
pre-trial atmosphere in Los Angeles. 
The county district attorney on Oct. 
24 filed an appeal asking the court to 
nullify a state order restricting offi­
cial comments .in the Sirhan case. 

THE REARDON COMMITTEE 
rules pretty much worked against the 
swift administration of justice in the 
recent "Budville Case" in West Cen- · 
tral New Mexico (see editorial in The 
Commercial Appeal, Oct. 22). Court-

. · ordered secrecy and astonishingly. 
coincidental circumstances led to the 
arrest for murder of a young Navy 
petty officer on leave. 

So long as the charge was lodged 
against him, the serviceman for 18 
days faced the threat of execution in 
the gas chamber, while another sus­
pect went free. Prof. Tony Hillerman 
of the University of New Mexico's : 
journalism department observes: "In 

· the Budville case it's obvious the 
, Reardon rules did not accomplish ., 
their intended effect-the protection : 
of the defendant. Indications of (the 
arrested m~•~~t leaked. Evi­
dence of his innocence did not:~ __ -~-

• 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
(Mount Cllpplng In Space Below) 

Foreman--~ Hired 
Judge 'Battle 'Is Expected 

To Grant Time To 
Study Case 

By ROBERT KELLEIT 

Famed Texas criminal law­
yer Percy Foreman was 
named by James Earl Ray 
yesterday to replace former 
Birmingham mayor Arthur 
Hanes Sr. as his chief counsel 
in his defense against charges 

· of killing Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

Mr. Foreman met with Ray 
and two of his brothers about 
six hours before the change of 
attorneys was announced at a 
-10 p.m. news conference. He 
said he would seek a delay of 
the trial before Criminal Court 
Judge W. Preston Battle at 
9: 30 a.m. tomorrow. 
! It was indicated that Judge · 
Battle probably would grant 
the request. 

Sheriff William N. Morris Jr. 
called the late evening press 
conference. He said he was 

· told, after Ray met with Mr. 
Foreman, that "certain deci­
sions were made" and that he 
was given a letter written to 
Mr. Hanes by Ray. 

"It was declared an intent 
by James Earl Ray to dispense 
with the legal services of Mr. 
Hanes and his son (co-counsel 
Arthur Hanes Jr.) and of an 
intention to obtain new counsel 
and a Tennessee lawyer," the 
sheriff said. 

Meeting with newsmen in a . 
light rain after the announce­
ment, Mr. Hanes said, "I was 
prepared to go to trial Tues­
day morning. I did not come 
to Memphik for tpe ride. I 
ame for a ball game." 
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• He saiq. he first, learned that 
he was being dismissed at 
"about 8:20" last night when 
he got a telephone call from 
Sheriff Morris. He said he 
later talked to Mr. Foreman 
by phone but would not say 
wh~t . part he would play in 
assisting the c h a n g e of 
attorneys. 

Asked if he might .fight the 
move, he replied: "I won't do 
that. I never want a reluctant 
client." 

The change followed indica-

1 

tions that Mr. Hanes had at 
one time considered withdraw­
ing from the case and that 
Ray might be unhappy with 
his attorney's handling of the 
case or with articles written 
in Look magazine by Alabama 
author William Bradford Huie. 

Part of the conflict appeared 
earlier when Ray talked with 
J. B. Stoner, an Augusta, Ga., 
lawyer, in September, sup­
posedly at the instigation of 
the two Ray brothers. Mr. 
~toner is known as an organ• 
1zer for the National States 
Rights party and the Georgia 
Ku Klux Klan. 

Mr. Hanes said at the time 
he would withdraw if Mr. 
Stoner became involved in the · 
case. In his appearance with 
newsmen last night, Mr. Hanes 
reasserted what he had said 
as late as last Friday-that he 
had not P.Jet or_had any con­
versations with any members 

of the Ray family other than 
the accused man. 

c.--- ·) 

Asked if he was disappointed 
1 

by the announcement from I' 

Ray, Mr. Hanes said, "I've 
been on this case for a long. 
time - since June 13 and: 
there's going to be some court 1 

I 
action Tuesday. We'll have j 
s0me comment then." 

Mr. Foreman - who has 
represented such clients as 
Jack Ruby and Candace Mos­
sier - did not appear at the 
news conference and would not 
answer calls from newsmen at 
a downtown hotel where he 

· and John and Jerry Ray were 
believed staying. 

It was not revealed who 
woµld be the Tennessee attor_. 
ney to join Mr. Foreman in the 
defense. &: . _, · ·, 

It was ,John Ra}', a St. Louis 
tavern operator, who is be­
lieved to have first suggested 
retaining Mr. Foreman in a 
letter he wrote to "R. G. 
Snyd" - the name James Earl 
Ray used while fighting extra­
dition from London. 

Mr. H~nes alr~idy had been 
chosen as· Ray's counsel. In a 

letter replying to ,'his brother, 
Ray said: "You mention Percy 
Foreman. He is a good attor­
ney but I will wait until I get 
back as I want some attorneys 
who can work together, so I 
will let Hanes decide on some­
one he thinks would be best." 

There was 116 immediate in-i 

I •- -
dication what financial ar-
rangements had been agreed 
on for Mr. Foreman's partici­
pation. A fee for Mr. Hanes 
had been a r r a n g e d from 
$30,000 already advanoed, with 
other payments later for the 
information Ray supplied for 
Huie's articles and a book\ 
that is to follow. 

Court observers speculated! 
that if a delay is granted, the 
trial probably would not be 
rescheduled until early next 
year. Mr. Foreman, it was 
theorized, would probably not 
ask for anything less than a 
30-day postponement. Such a 
delay would cause the trial to 
run through the holiday season· 
if it were begun in early De­
cember. 

Other preparations for 
the tri'al continued. 

The 100 block of Washington 
was closed to traffic last night. 
Guards resumed their vigils in 
the four small gu2.;,l houses at 
the four corners of the Shelby 
County Jail - as they did 
when Ray was first brought 
from London to Memphis. 

Charles Holmes, handling 
public relations for the Sher­
iff's Department during the 
trial, said that of 105 newsmen 
cleared to enter the courtroom 
when the trial begins, 80 had 
checked in with the Sheriff's 
Department yesterday. 

Final pr~oarat~us also were 
being made for f11cilities for 

• 
accredltect,.news .r.i;tedia mem-1 
hers. The facilities are being 
arranged by the Memphis 

Area Chamber of Commerce .,._ ·. "~ 
on the 10th floor of the State 
,O!fice Building. 
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Arthur Hanes Sr. (with son): "I did not come to 
11-'Jemphis just for the ride. I came for a ball game. I was 

~eady to go, Jo trial, but I'm not going to fight this.'_'. 
' ' ' 
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Success BriQgs f~J Ft;es 
Percy Foreman has become 

a kind of legend in his home 
state of Texas. 

Judge Roy Hofheinz, owner 
of the Houston Astro baseball 
team, once said: "If I was 
guilty as hell of stealing or 
killing, he'd be my first choice 
as a la\vver." 

Mr. Foreman, whose large 
frame contradicts a puckish 

/

grin, reached international re­
nown in two cases recently. In 
his brief involvement in the 
appe,:d of the first-degree mur­
:der charge against Jack Ruby, 
convicted of killing Lee Harv­
ey Oswald, the man accused of 
killing President John Kenne-
dy; and the successful defense 

1
or CanuJ.ce Mossier and her 

, nephew, Melvin Lane Powers, 
/ in the stabbing death of her 
'multimillirmaire h u s b an d, 
•Jacques Mossier. 
i In the Mossier case, jurors 
! later said that the state never 
i came close to a conviction, al­
/ though 20 months and a for­

./ tune went into its preparation. 

In that case, Foreman suc­
cessfully involved a man 
named Fred Roy Weisse!, 29, 
who the police had earlier 
cleared. Mr. Weisse! was nev­
er charged, however. 

The Foreman record and the 
Foreman workload are famous 
among his fellow attorneys. He 
handles about 40 cases a week. 
In 1958, a friend counted 778 
accused murderers among his I 
clients. Of these, one was exe­
cuted and 52 were sentenced to 
jail. The other 705 were acquit­
ted. 

Since then, the Houston law­
yer estimates, he has "defend­
ed 250 to 300 murder cases. 
The:re was only one conviction. 

/The man got life.'' 

I 
Mr. Foreman lives in a 

$500,000 home with his wife, 

!
Marguerita, and his daughter, 
Marguerita Jr., and the fees 

/ he charges have become a 
1
subject of almost as much dis­

/ cussi?n as thtE:__ ki~d .gr law' he 

1
pract1ces. · 

. . 
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He has been know,11 to voice 

the "what '-'-rne traffic will 
bear" theory of fee assess­
ment. From the Mossier case, 
he may have come into the 
largest criminal case fee of all 
time. Because of her acquittal, 
Mrs. Mossier became heiress 
to her banker husband's 33-
million-dollar estate. Foreman 
says he hasn't collected what 
he understood was to be the 
fee, and he is preparing to sue 
for 11 million dollars. 

"Considering that she would 
have got ngthing _aJ: all if she 
were found guilty," he drawls 

in his E~t Te.xa~ voice, "I 
think my serv'lces were worth 
a third of what she did get." 

Often fees come in the form 
of what amounts to a barter 
system. "I prefer cash," he 
says cheerily, "but if a client 
hasn't got any, I'll take any­
thing of value that he does 
have-excepting his home, if 
he's a married man." 

The result is that the attor­
ney has amass-ed a fortune in 
what were once the jewels of 
families whose members have 
run into ditficulties, hundreds 
of l1cme appliances, some 1 

choice pieces of real estat3 ' 
and 30 automobiles which, he 
says, his law __Q!actice doesn't 
allow him t"irrie to~ drive. 

, The colorful ,attorney has 
been acquitted on charges of 
adultery, operating a policy 
racket and using abusive Ian-· 
guage. He has paid fines for 
letting weeds grow too high on 
his property, and he paid 22 
parking tickets at once, get-

l

ting 105 dismissed. 1 
Foreman was once beaten! 

by the widow of a man whose 
· accused slayer he freed. Ano­
ther time, he was struck by 
the purse of .a woman whose 
husband he represented in a 
divorce action. 

"In such cases, what was 
once love turns to hate and 
they can't hate themselves so 
they hate the lawyer," Fore­
man said. 

• 
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Hanes Isn't First Attorney 
· ·- ---,_To. Be Dismised By-Ray 

By JOHN MEANS 
One of the major questions for Percy Foreman, 1 as he 

ponders his defense strategy for James Earl Ray, has to •be 
how to control his client. · · 

Two other attorneys have failed-..and found themselves 
fired in the middle of the case. When the man acoused in the 

' slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. fired Arthur Hanes 
Sunday night, it wasn't the first time. -=---=-

He waited until a fivc-<lay .~ 
· trial was almost over in 1!)59 to' 
· tell the judge in a St. Louis 
. courtroom he felt he had not 
: been represented properly, 
· and asked that his court-ap--_ 
. pointed attorney be dismissed 
: from the case. 

Tbe judge overruled his res j 
i quest, but the attorney was re­

lieved after Ray's conviction, 
· and Ray himself argued his 

appeal before the Missouri Su­
preme Court. He lost. 

Mr. Foreman stepped into 
the case Sunday night, when,, 

· Ray fired Mr. Hanes and Ar-
. thur Hanes Jr. The colorful 

Texas attorney said he was 
hired by Ray and Ray's two 
brothers, Jerry Ray and John . 
Ray, who met him at the Clar­
idge Hotel. 

Ray tried to fire Richard D. 
Schrieber nine years ago, just 
before the closing arguments 
to the jury in his armed rob­
bery trial. 

Mr. Schreiber remembers 
Ray as "a guardhouse lawyer , 
. . . he pretty well ran his own 
trial. He knew what he wanted 
to do, and I pretty well had to 
go along with it." He said Ray 
took the witness stand in his 
own defense although his 
court-appointed lawyer ad­
vised against it "in the most 
vigorous language possible. 

"When he did, of course the 
prosecution was then entitled 
to bring out his past criminal 
record before the jury. He 
hadn't even told me of his past 
record." ='c -· , :-;, . 

C, 
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Convicted and sentenced to 
20 years, Ray handled his own 
appeal before the Missouri Su­
preme Court, and lost. "In 
those days," Mr. Schreibet 
said, "the court was likely to 
look more closely at a case 
without a lawyer. I don't know 
whether he knew that or not, 
:but it's possible. 

"Our relations up to that 
time had been normally pleas­
ant, and he had given me no 
indication he planned to do this 
(ask for another lawyer). We 
had already tried the bulk of 
the case-we were just get­
ting into closing arguments -
when he stood up in open court 
and made some statement like 
'I haven't been adequately 
represented· at this trial, and I 
don't want 'him to argue this 
case in front of the jury.' " 

Missouri Circuit Judge John 
C. Casey also remembers Ray. 
Ray clobbered a deputy on the 
morning of his trial opening, 
and tried to escape from the 
courtroom rear corridor. It 
happened just after the judge 
had demanded that extra 
guards be posted in the corri­
dors of the Municipal Building, 
to prevent just such incidents. 

Ray was convicted in De-! 
cember, 1959, in Judge Casey's 
court of the armed robbery of 
a St. Loµis __ Igog,er store. It 
was this 20-yeai;- prison tenn 

he was s~rving _;hen he es­
caped from the Missouri State 
Penitentiary at Jefferson City 
in 1967. 

Ray's dissatisfaction with 
his attorneys' strategy in the 
present -case was first revealed 
several weeks ago during a 
hearing when Mr. Hanes told 
Criminal Court Judge W. Pres­
ton Battle that "serious differ-. 
ences have arisen between my 11 
client and myself over the con­
duct of this case ... it may be 

1 
necessary for me to withdraw 
as defense counsel in this 
case." 

At that time, it was under­
stood Ray and his attorney had 

· argued over bringing in anoth­
er attorney, and over whether 
Ray would take the stand. ~ay 
said yes, Mr. Hanes adv1Sed 
no •. · .. • -;. l 

• 

I 
I 

I 

} 
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'Cliaiige Of Lawyers_ _ . 
Is Based· 011 Mo~ey 

By CHARLES THORNTON 
Money and disgruntled brothers emerged yesterday as 

reason behind the change in attorneys hours before James 
Earl Ray was scheduled to stand trial in the April 4 slay­
ing of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Jerry Ray and John Ray, brothers of accused James Earl 
Ray; have told several newsmen here they feel attorney 
Arthur Hanes and writer William Bradford Huie .are using 
their brother to make money and get publicity. . · ·· , ; 

Jerry Ray, it was learned,, 
became curious enough about 
the. flow of cash from Look; 
magazine to writer: · Huie and· 
from Mr. Huie to attornei 
Hanes that he flew to Hunts~ 

: 'I 
ville, Ala., from St. Louis to 
inquire about it of Mr. Huie 11: 
days ago. 

Mr. Huie has said he has· 
t u r n e d over "more than_ 
$30,000" to Ray's attorney as 
part payment to Ray for the' 
exclusive rights to· his · story.' 
The story is being published by

1

, 

Look magazine. 
Percy Foreman of Houston, 

'Ray's new lawyer, said yester­
day Mr. Hanes told him over 
the telephone that Ray still 
owes him $12,000 in expenses 
plus legal fees. 

Mr. Hanes, in fact, said yes­
terday he won't turn over any I 
evidence or papers in the case' 
to Mr. Foreman until he's paid 
the $12,000. 

Jerry Ray told newsmen at 
the Claridge yesterday he was 
concerned that Hanes "seems 
to be in this case jast for the 
publicity." He said he admired 
Foreman's technique especial­
ly because "he doesn't talk to 
reporters. He works to win." 

James Earl Ray and Hanes 
earlier have been at odds over 

f financial arrangements over 
Mr. Huie's exclusive rights to 

!
Ray's story _of ~e _ mi'.~tery 
shrouded slaying. ·.· · . ' , J - - ...... 
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[ Jerry Ray said his brother 
(James ·Earl) ll/ls been "un­
happy because he hasn't seen 
any of that money (the 
$30,000 supposedly turne.d over 
to Mr. Hanes) yet." 

C o n t a c t e d yesterday in 
Look's New York editorial of­
fices, Mr. Huie termed reports 
that the brothers were disgrun­
tled over the financial ar­
rangements "complete non­
sense." 

"I went over all of that with 
Jerry Ray on Nov. I. He spent 
the night and we talked at. 
great length. He seemed satis-! 

jfied. l.,went ~er everything-' 

all the com:racts' with James 
/ Earl Ray. I told him that any 

I way Ray wanted the money 
held was quite all right with 
I me and Mr. Hanes. There wa~ .. 
:no disgruntlement whatever." ' 

Mr. Huie said there has been 
complete• ·disclosure d his 'fi­
nancial arrangements ·with 
Mr.· Hanes arid Ray. 

"In August I made a com­
plete disclosure to Judge (W. 
Preston) Battle.There has 

I 

been no secrecy in this matter' 
·at all." 

After brief comments to re­
porters in the Claridge lobby 
yesterday that they were un­
happy with Mr. Hanes, his 
handling of the case and the 
financial aspects of it, both de­

. dined questions from news­
men. 

"I've got nothing to say. My 
counsel told me not to say any­
thing," said John Ray as he 
strode through the drizzle after 
visiting James Earl Ray in his 
cell. 

Mr. Foreman, wearing his 
hat and with his feet propped 
on the bed in his Claridge 
room, wasn't reluctant to talk 
about the money he's made. 

"There may be lawyers who 
make more money than I do, 
but I make more money out of 
law than any law,x_er in Hous-
ton" he said. ·· --~· ·. 

I J ., . ., ·•·-', ••.. ·• 

• 
"I've given away at least 

$300,000 this year.·" • 
Mr. Foreman said he has 

made so much money in the 
courtroom this year that he 
could afford to pay a national 
television network $300,000 for 
a five-hour film on the law. He 
said he plans to give the film 
to a school. 
· Referring to his tax bracket, 
Mr. Foreman said: "I've 
made so much money that it 
cost me only $17 on the thou­
sand _to buy the film.'' . 

But the question of who is 

I 

paying. him for his wock in the 
Ray . case remained unansw-
ered. ...,._ --~'- . ~-•' . 
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Hanes To'Appea .. r In Court; 
Foreman's Role Hinges 

On Continuance · 

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON 
Criminal Court Judge W. 

Preston Battle will rule this 
morning on a motion to contin- · 
ue the trial of James Earl Ray 
and his ruling will determine 
whether Texas attorney Percy 

·. Foreman takes over the de•. 
fense. 

"If the judge refuses a con­
tinuance, I'm not in the case," 
said Mr. Foreman, who esti­
mates he has tried 1,000 mur• 
der cases. "I've done no work' 
on the case and can't do any 
till I am a part of it." 

Ray, who was to have gone 
on trial today on a charge of 
murdering Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., gave.Mr. Foreman a 
handwritten note Sunday say-

. ing he was to supersede Ar• 
thur J. Hanes, former mayor 
of Birmingham, as chief coun• 
sel. 

Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale 
said last night the prosecution 

, ·would announce "ready" but 
. indicated he would neither op• 
, pose nor favor a continuance • 
. If a continuance 1(1 granted, 

Mr. Canale will insist notice be 
served that there will be no 
continuance later. 

Judge Battle is believed to 
be inclined to grant a continu­

. ance as part of a policy of 
closing every possible loophole 
of appeal. However, on April . 

: 26 he refused to allow grocery 
· executive Louis F. Montesi to· 
· switch counsel during a motion 

for a retrial of his conviction 
. .for manslaughter in the pistol 
death of his first wife. 

-At his suite ln the Holiday 
Inn-Rivermont Mr. H a n e s 
said, "I shall appear in court 
in the morning as counsel of 
record. But I do not wish to 
represent a reluctant client." 
· Mr. Hanes, it was learned, 

~

as disagreed with Ray for 
ome time on whether or not to 
emand a confiiiuance. . · 
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/ "So fat_,'1s T mn concerned J 
1 w~s and am ready to oo 'to 
I ~r!al," he _said. "I went to the 
'Jail last mght to confer wit:1 
, my client. This was about 8: JO 
p.m. Sheriff (William N.) 'Bill' 
Morris said he wanted to see 
me. A few minutes later he 
handed me a duplicate of a 
han?written note from Ray 
saying I was being replaced by 
Mr. Foreman." 

Mr. Foreman's name has 
b_een on Ray's tongue several 
times the past four or five 
months, Mr. Hanes said. But 
only on a visit to his client in 
the Shelby County Jail Wed­
nesday did he feel a change 
of counsel was imminent. 
. "Ray did not talk and act 

h½e a man who was going on 
:tnal for his life in less than a 
.week," Mr. Hanes commented. 

. If Judge Battle grants a con­
tinuance and a switch in coun-. 
sel, Mr. Hanes said he would , 
. expect payment of his fee and 
• expenses before turning his 
files on the case over to a 
successor. His fee, with that of 
his son, Arthur Hanes Jr., is 
understood to be $25,000, with 
more than $12,000 in expenses. , 

Mr. Hanes is understood to 
have received most if not all 
of $25,000 in fe~s promised him 
-~y Ray, whn ri>r-Bived money 
m payment of a handwritten 

· · story of his life prepared for , 
magazine"'•wrfter' William B. / 
Huie. 

Ray's two brothers, John 
and Jerry Ray of St. Louis, are 
known to have worked to have 
Mr. Hanes replaced as coun­
sel, urging that Mr. Foreman 
be retained instead. One of 
them is quoted as objecting 
that Mr. Huie wa-s "getting 
about $100,000 for articles 
based on our brother's manus­
c_ript, while James Earl is get­
ting only attorney fees to pass 

_ on to the Haneses." 
Mr. Foreman, reputed to 

have become a millionaire 
. several times over from fees 
from wealthy clients, said he 

I 
was not interested in money in 
the Ray ~9:se._~'l've given 
away $300,00flhis year." _ 
. , . ' ·~-· ' ,( 

Asked lf_the K_g Klux Klan 
has offered to pay for his serv-1 
ices in the case, Mr. Foreman 
exploded in a voice res~mnding 
through a whole floor of the 
Claridge Hotel. 

"That's a - - - - lie, an unmi­
tigated lie. I've never known 
or spoken to a Klansman in 
my life." 

Look magazine today publ­
ishes the second installment of 
the series Mr. Huie is writing 
on Ray. Mr. Huie writes that 
the plot to murder Dr. King 
existed as early as Aug. 15, 
1967, eight months prior to the 

• fatal shooting on the balcony 
of the Lorraine Motel here 
April 4. Mr. Huie adds: 

"As late as March 23, 1968, 
less than two weeks before the 
murder with which he is 
charged, Ray did not know 

I that the plot included murder 
· or that it was aimed in any 
way at Dr. King." 

This cr .. nstallmept b r i n g s · 
Ray's actions up to March 23, 

l 1968. In New York an editor of 
Look saiu i.in:-i:i1ir'ti article, if it 

. appears, will be pub_lished only 
after the trial. This scheduling, 
it was said, is to avoid conflict 
with Judge Battle's order res­
tricting pretrial publicity in 
the case. 

Mr. Huie describes Ray's 
meanderings, after his escape 
from the Missouri State Prison 
at Jefferson City, from Chica­
go to Canada, where he first 
met his contact 'Raoul,' to 
Mexico, Los Angeles, Atlanta, 
Selma and Birmingham. 

In Los Angeles he was ana­
lyzed by a hypnotist, the Rev. 
Xavier von Koss. Mr. von 
Koss said his treatment of hyp­
nosis was hampered because 
Ray evidently feared that in 
the trance he might reveal em­
barrassing secrets. But Mr. 
von Koss did learn enough to 
give this diagnosis: 

"Ray belongs to the recogni­
tion type. He desires recogni; 
tion from his group, from him• 
self. He yearns to feel that he 
is somebody. This desire for 
recognition is in him superior 
to sex, sup_e~X:J<l money, su­
perior to s'elf-preservation." . 
, -· ,.... : • · · • • ' ~ r., 

• 
Ray, Mr. Huie relates, was 

trying to fmpruvc not only his 
inner personality but his physi­
cal appearance. On Feb. 19, 
1968, he went to a plastic sur­
geon, Dr. Russel C. Hadley, on 
La Brea Boulevard in Los An­
geles, to have some facial 

I changes made. 
Ray and Dr. Hadley agreed 

on the terms. On March 5, less 
than a month before Dr. King 
was slain, Ray, relieved by a 

. local anesthetic, had a too-· 
:pointed nasal tip corrected. 

The cost was $200. According 
to Huie, sure the FBI one day 

. would put him on its list of 

I
: "Ten Most Wanted Crimi­
nals," Ray thought he got his 
money's worth. 
,_; At . the _ena crr'"'August, 1967, 
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'Raou(~ his-bei1eficent contact, 
j had given him $1,995 to buy in 

I 
Birmingham a white Mustang 
with red upholstery. (A white 

I 
Mustang is now stored in the 
Memphis Police Department 
garage, ticketed as an exhibit . 
for Ray's trial.) 

His face remodeled, Ray in 
mid-March, 19G8, mounted his 
Mustang and headed for Sel­
ma, Ala., where Dr. King was 
expected to appear March 22. 
Ray reached Selma on sched­
ule. Mr. Huie writes, but Dr. 
King's pilgrimage into south 
Alabama stopped at Camden. 

From Camden Dr. King flew 
to Atlanta. Ray apparently left 
Selma the same evening, or._ 

• • 

the next day. Mr. Huie does COME MORNING - Washington in the four small guardhouses in front of ·) 
not say. He draws the curtain h I I ft h h · 
at this point, not to raise it between Second and Third was well lig t- the Shelby County Jai I e ) w ere t e j 
again till the Ray trial is under _ed but seemingly deserted last night on man accused of the murder of Dr. Mar- . ; 
way, with the jury sequestered the eve of the possible beginning 'of the tin Luther King Jr., was under strict se- · 
for the duration. trial of James Earf Ray. Guards remained curity. 

-Staff Photo by Sam Melhorn Look Magazine and Mr. . 
Huie, it is clear, think that dered for maximum bloody ef-1 trials could yield extra divi•[ing was the secondary, nof 
with the jury locked up, Judge feet he was to be murdered <lends of hatred and violence. the primary, target. The pri­
Battle's anti-evidence order t ' h'I h r . . tl' "Therefore, in this plot, Dr. mary target was the United 
wi11 no longer be in effect. ~o ~ 1 e e ".'as ivmg qme Y · · · · tates of America."._ . , - , , 
Judge Battle himself says, m his home m Atlanta, but.at_ · • . ...• _.,~i 

"My order is in effect till the some dramatic moment, a( 
jury hands in its verdict at the some dramatic place where~ 
close of the trial." controversy was raging. By

1 

Mr. Huie concludes his arti- March 15 1008 the plottersj 
cle, "The outline of the plot to ' ' . . 
murder Dr. King now begins to clearly . had _begun a1mmg. at/ 
become visible to me (al- murdering him at some pomt, 
though) I cannot reveal all I where he was forming or leadJ 
have found to be true: ing the Poor People's March. ; 

"Dr. King was to be mur- "He was to be murdered by' 
dered for effect. Hi~ mur~er a white man, or white men,, 
was planned, not by 1mpuls1ve who should be described as 
men who hated him personal- 'Southerners' and 'racists.' 
ly, though they probably did "Preferably he was to be 
hate him, but by calculating murdered in' Birmingham or' 
men who w~nted ~o use 'his Montgomery or Selma, since, 
murder to trigger violent con- these cities were milestones in 
flict between white and Negro his career as an advocate of'. 
citizens. racial change. ': 
1 "He was to be murdered "There was no necessity,' 
1·during the election year of after the murder, for the 
I 1968. . murderer or murderers to be 
i ., ___ .--·.-c murdered to prevent a trial or 
! "Since he was to be mur- trails - because a trial or 
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By K.\Y PITT:.I:\:'-! !3LAC{ 
Pre5s-Scir.,,~ar St.:i,ff \Vritci 

Per('y Fore1112.n. pr2:)~rir.s 
to defe:,d J;c;:i1cs Earl ~av in 
the slayi;;g of Dr. :\i:1rtin ·LL:­
thc:r King. to)d toc:uy of hav­
ing \\Titren to FBI director 
J. Edgar Hoover dcm:rnciing 
entrance to the bo:irdin;; 
house room in which King's 
killer is said to have 
stayed _;ust before firing the 
fatal shot. 

Fo:-en~an \Vas denied en­
trance ro the room when he 
wcr:t there yesterday after­
noon. 

The room is in a boarding 
house at 4lS-·1~2% S. ::VIain. 
Adjacent to the room is a 
bathroom from w:1ich police 
say the snipd fired the shot 
that killed King as he stood 
on the balcony of the Lor­
raine :\1otel. 

TURNED .C0\1N 

Foreman inspect2d the 
Lorraine ce:ore he was 
tc:rned down at the boarding 
hot.:se. 

"A man who called r.irnself 
De:foen White and sziid he 
was in charge of foe pl,:c2, 
would not let m,e enter," 
Forer.ian said. "In fact, he 
said they were fixin6 up the 
room, putting gl,,ss in it and 
all to rent it, a::d l'.e wouldn't 
even lc:t me re::: it. 

"This man w:d n,c :hat the 
F3I and Me:-:--1;/1is police told 
him to demand to see a gold 
badg;e before lettin6 ~nyo:ie 
i.J:is·· 1act-th2 roo:11 ~.ay a!­
leg~dly used. I 2.s~;ed .him if I 

I 

(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) 

.. r 
l:' ::: ;:i.~-.:-.\1•.~;:-- ,-,_, 7 

!./ -\. I. J ":.:..,,' ~ :., "' '<Y ' j 

PERCY FOREN.UJ'J 

showed him permission from 
Judge Preston Battle to see 
the room if he would let me 
in. He said 'No,' that I would 
have to have permission 
from the FBI. 

"I have writtc:1 :-Ioover de­
manding that the,:c: exces­
sive security re~ul::L0ns ce: 
removed. I would like to :.,:.,c; 
the room before I talk to 
witnesses. I don't intend to 
take court action to get into 

lJ 

') ,.···, t , .- ....... i --~~- J ~··:,, 

- ' ..:.) ~ . , __ ;: <..) ... 0 

t;1c room, I just intend to let 
Mr. Hoover handle it." 

Foreman said he almost 
didn't Like foe controversial 
R:~y c~ .. ;Se. 

Discussing for the first 
time how he got into the 
case, Foreman told The 
Press-Scimit&r, "I have hun­
dreds of rdles which I use 
not to rake cases. One of 
t:1em is not to tcuch a case 
if the person has even talked 
to another lawyer. 

! ... ~c;:;.;ED 

"I ar;;;ued against tc:.kbg it 
(Lie R;::.y case) for about an 
hour because I did r;ot think 
I sho,1ld be in the case," he 
said. 

Foreman said he talked to 
Jolm c:nd Jerry Ray, who 
calkd hi:n from St. Louis 
last "Thursd,1y or Fric;c1y" 
asking h;m to take the case. 

The:·e were subsequent· 
conversations wifo the broth­
ers and later James Earl 
Ray himself on Sunday whe:i. 
Foreman visited the jail, but 
he declined to say who was 
the final persuader. 

CONTINUANCE ~ 
In a hearing yester 

Judge Preston Battle gran 

'" . ,: .. , ~ ·._:,, ;. 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

R♦_c,'42.. J 

Memphis 
Press-Scilli tar 

Date: ( I - I a .<c._,J 
Edition: (n:J, -'-~(l\ th 
Author: 

Editor: Charles H. 
Title: Scbaeider 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 44-1987 
Submitting Office: lle■phis 

D Being Investigated 

rv 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.. • 

ed Ray t~ to change 
attorneys-from Art h u r 
Hanes Sr. and Jr. to Fore­
man-and granted a continu­
ance to ;\/;arch 3. Foreman is 
to report to Battle on his 
progress in preparing the de­
fense on Dec. 12 and the trial 
is set for March 3. 

Is tr.at enoegh time to pre­
pare a deiense, Foreman 
was asked. Is he satisfied 
with it? 

The big and vo:atile 6-
foot-4, 250 pou:-id aaorney 
grin:-:ed and sa:2, "I r.ave 
learned to be like St. Paul 
w;.o said in whatsoever state 
I am, therewith .:o be con­
tent." 

CASE 
Foreman, discuss:ng prep­

aration for the trial, sa:d he 
would be his own investiga­
tor. He said he had no assist­
ant.~. as many lawyers do. 

"Z've read the United 
States government has spent 
a million and a half on this 
case, so I'll take 2.dvantage 
of the names and ac:drcsses 
and mayo::: pl:one nu;nbers 
and other prcsecution exl,ib­
dits. I understand t~.erc are 
360 witness2s. No., I won't 
Turn to Page4--Fdn'.E~w\.t'1 

• 
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interview them all personal­
ly. - :i i1-t vB good lawyer 
frie:1ds in many places. 
: "For instance, I have law­

)ie1· friends i:1 every major 
c:ty of Canad;,. I'll have 
foe;;1 L1lk to the witnesses 
there for me in foe presence 
of a court r-:nortcr. I have 
i_;ood l::lwycr fl:ic~ds in lvfoxi­
<.\) and c~~:i(ornia, toJ, as 
\·vc 11 ~s Lonc:0:1 a EC: oc~1c:.. .. cit .. 

·cecded Delaney's trial in 
Boston stemrn.cd in part 
from hearings held in Wash­

ington by a congressional 
committee at which the con­
duct of foe Boston collector 
\Vas considered and numer­
ous accusations against him 
w2re heard. 

The court com,·nented in 
overturning the conviction: 

"If the U.S. through its 
1 c g i s 1 a t i v e clc;,:,r'tmcnt. 
chooses to hold a public hear­
ing inevitably resuldng in 
much damaginv nuolicity 

: He :1:(:ic::,ed t::2t J:c would prejuclical to ~ p~rs~n :.:wait­
:riot ::e :;.c:::; a:.1,-0::.d 1.0 i::cer- in~ trial on a pending indict-

i2s in EL.:::Oi)2." 

\:-:2\\' w i r n es s es, saying, me,1c, then the U.S. must ac-
"I've never bc2n to Eurooe, ccpt the consequence that 
c2cause I've never had· a t,1e j u d i c i a 1 department 
case tl:2re." chai·ged with t:1e duty of as·-
: Foreman said foat "unc'.er- suring the defendant a fair 

d.:i;; cases" appeal to I,irn. trial before an imoartial 
~ "I think perhaj)S I i1::ve a jury, may find it nec'essary 

complex about it. When I to postpone the trial." 
was a child I'd aiways take Such deby, t:w ruiin.; adc:­
up for and get into fights ed, might contir:ue "until by 
over a child who had a hair- lapse of time foe danger of 
lip or was fat. Now I'm in- the prejudice may rcaso:1a­
terested in those cases. Peo- ·bly be tlicught to have be:cn 
ple always ask me why I substantially removed." 
represent poor people and In talldng cf the Delancy 
not rich ones. I always tell case, F01·eman comr:,er:tcd 
them rich people don't get that he thought the ruling· 
inclicted." would be applicable to any 
· What will be his tactics in celebrated case involvincr 

representing Ray? people like Sirhan Sirha~ 
· Foreman said that any (accused as sfayer of Sen. 

lawyer "worth anything" in Robert Ke:1nedy), Lee Harv­
such a celebrated case would ey Oswald, had he lived, or 
certainly consider the possi- James Earl Ray. Foreman 
bility of a change of ver:ue. said the congressional hear-
Eut he added, "That doesn't ings might be compared in 
mean anything, that's just the Ray case "perhaps to the 
something anyone would Look magazine articles." 
think of." Foreman oprncd his coat 
· He said also to be consid- up and s}10wec! a tl,ick wad 

ered is t:1e preceder.t -set- of papers in his vest pocket, 
ting decislon in the Denis W. saying they were t:1e co:1-
Dc:2ney trial. tract ·b2tween author Wil-
. Delancy was a former col- liam Bradford Huie and 

kctoi· of internai revenue Hanes. 
wlio was given a one year Huie, author of the Look 
sentence and fined Si0,500 articles, paid Ray for his sto­
for accepting bribes and fal- rJ. Foreman said he did not 
sifying tax liens. wish to comment as to 
: The U.S. Circuit Court of whether the ccntract be­

Appeals in Boston set aside tween his client and Huie. 
foe conviction in 1952 on the was void now "until I read 
.::;rou:1ds that there had been the contract." 
t?o much ~dvance publicity Ee said that Jerry and 
z cout the tnal and that Dela- John Ray had so~d John's 
ney did not ~e~ a fair_ trial.·-~---~~s~ Friday night in St. Louis_ ) 
, The publ1c1ty which pre- w · 11elp pay for their broth-

• er's defense. 
Foreman said he wrote 

and typed his own brief pre­
sented to the court asking 
for continuance. 

"When I was 15 years old I 
was a better than avera 0 e 
secretary; when I was 16 I 
passed a court reporter's 
exam. I'm a lot better ste­
nographer than I am a law­
yer." 

He has a secrct.ary in 
Houston. 

On c a p i t a 1 punishment 
Foreman said: "I don't be­
lieve in it." He said he . 
doesn't think modern day · 
electrocutions are a deter­
rent to crime, saying, "In 
the old days they took a man 
before the general public, to 
the highest hill and hanged 
him. 

"Now they electrocute him 
in the ca-rly morning past 
midnight with only 20 people 
to witness it. What kind of 

' dcten-cnt is that? The public 
hangin,::; made an impression 
all right.' 

"\Vhat we've got now ;s 
just a ref:nement of m'.lrder. 
It's stiil murder whefr.er its 
done •by a group of 12 under 
the court's jurisdiction or a 
group of one. 

'T:n o;iposed to caoital 
punis]1:ne,;t for a:-iyone ·con­
victed for murder, raDe or 
robbery. The only pec;:,le 
who ou;-;Lt to be executed are 
hot cLeck artists· and child 
molesters. They won't quit. 
The others usually commit 
their crime only once, par­
ticulaTly murders." 

Forem:m had much praise 
for Jud::;e Battle presidincr 
in the Ray case. "'rt•s easy t~ 
be popular, but a trial law­
yer and a judge should be 
courageous. He is coura­
geous. Ee is a fine, right­
down-thc·line judge. Even if 
I asked for a change of ven­
ue I'd ask to take Judcre Bat­
tle along, and Iefnj~-=:-,;-.:ip 
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bcnchcS'. You couldn't have M. Canale is considering 
a better judge. I respect subpoenaing Ray's 20,000-
him." ,. _. . word handwritten manu-

Foreman's profanity is script as evidence. 
lec.;end. In the course of one Ray wrote the document in 
day's time he chewed out in his jail cell as the basis for a 
pur,)le prose at least a half series of stories beir.g writ­
dozen newsmen. Foreman ten by Huie and appearing in 
has a h:,ir-trigger temper, Look magazine. Canale's ap­
bt:t in the next instant can be proach may well be a re­
extremely kind and gentle. quest for Huie or Loo:-: to 

He is also erudite, sprin- supply the material volun­
klina his conversation with tarily, as the attorney gener· 
quot~s from the Bible, H. G. al's subpo~na powers do not 
Wells and the Greeks. . . extE :id outside the state. 

Me;nwhile, Atty: Gen. ?i1~f=-The second of the articles, 

• 

published yesterday, claims 
that a conspiracy to murder 
Dr. King existed as early as 
August 1967, but that Ray 
did not know, as late as 
March 23, 1958, that murder 
was involved or that the vic­
tim was to be Dr. King 
(killed April 4). 
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Dy I-..\ Y P:TT~.:.'.:\l I-::":\CK 
?rcs.'-'•S..:;:,~,:,;r St.--:!t \\'ritl~:-

Fct-...~y t-:-1.1:·c•1i1 ~1n. p:-.. .. "'p~1 ring 
to dc:c:~l._i J~1r1~L\S E~:1.·l i\av in 
th~ sL1yi:1g 01· Dr. ~l~:'i·ti:1 °Lu­
t!1er I~i:1~. toid t~1cL1v of lLl\1

-

ing \\'riuc,: ,o FBl. director 
J. Edg:.::~ Hoovct dern~nding 
enr:·ancc' to the boarding 
h,,;,se room in which King's 
;.;.ii:e;- is s:1id to have 
stayed just before firing the 
fau! shot. 

Forer.1an was denied en­
trar.ce w the room when he 
wc 0·,t foere yesterday af~er­
noo:1. 

Tlie room is in a boarding 
hocse at 418--~22½ S. Main. 
Adjacent to the room is a 
bathroom from which police 
say the sniper fired the shot 
that killed King as he stood 
on the balcony of the Lor­
raine :Vfo,el. 

TUxNEu DCV/N 

Foreman inspected the 
Lorraine before he was 
rur:--,ed down at the boarding 
hO'..lC:C. 

"f. ma:1 wno calleci himself 
De::l:ert White and s::1id he 
was .n c'.,arge of the place, 
wou:d :-,ot let m2 enter," 
Fcr2rr:an s.:tid. "Ir. fact, he 
said they we:re fixing up the 
room, puttin6 glass in it and 
all to rent it, and he wouldn'r 
even let n-ie rent it. 

"This man ,old rr.c ,hilt the 
FBI and :,✓re::n;:,:1is pcilicc told 
him to der1;,rnd to sec: a gold 
bad6e be:'ore letting anyone 
inspect ,::e roo;11 T,ay ::1-
legec:y used. I asked him if I 

-~ 

• • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

/ ;i r 
~ ·-~ ~ :::;: ,;:-:--,\ r• ') - ,.--.. __.,\ T: •7 

:--::-.J~ n . // 
.:_:~_"J ( I 

'1 /r·::. J o 

\~ L i..: ( __ ,) ~ L w •"-.:,_;· , / 
. :/ ol 

~ "":~, \ ":.! ,/---,'. !--: r -_:; (_"? 
,.; \_ > <'_) .. <c.J L ·,--d ~ ~ ·_~1 ~ 

11 --~-..,. ir ;;. 1l 

.J 

PERCY FOREMAN 

showed him permission from 
Judge Preston Battle to see 
the room if he wouid let me 
in. He said 'No,' that I would 
have to have permission 
from the FBI. 

HQCVZR 
"I have written ;Ioover cie­

mandin6 that these exces­
sive security regul:1tions be 
removed. I would lil<e: to se:e 
the room before I talk to 
witnesses. I don't intend to 
take court action to get into 

the romn, I just intend to let 
Mr. Heaver h:rnc!k: it." 

Foreman said lic :1lmost 
didr:'t take the controversi:11 
Ray cz,se. 

Discussing for the first 
time how he got into the 
cuse, Foreman told The 
Press-Scimitar, "I have hun­
dreds of rules which I use 
not to take cases. One of 
them is not to touch a case 
if the ;:ierson has even talked 
to another lawyer. 

A::lGUED 

"I argued against taking it 
(foe Rily case) for about an 
hour because I did not thi:-ik 
I should be in the case," he 
said. 

Fore:nan said he tillked to 
John a:1.d Jerry Ray, who 
called :~,im from St. Louis 
last "Thursd&y or Friday" 
asking him to take the case. 

There were subsequent­
conversations with the broth­
ers and later James Earl 
Ray himself on Sundk,y whe:1 
Foreman visited the jail, but 
he declined to say who was 
the iinal persuader. 

CONTINUANCE 

In a hearing yesterday 
Judge Preston Battle grant-
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cd R;1y tI~ rJf~hf to chzingc 
attorne;ys-from Art h u r 
Hanes Sr. ~md Jr. to Fore­
man-and granted a continu­
ance to March 3. Foreman is 
to report to Battle: on bs 
progress in preparing the de­
fense on Dec. 12 and the trial 
is set for March 3. 

Is that enough tir;.c tr, ;1:-e­
pare a defense, Fo:-c:r:a:1 
was asked. Is he satisfied 
with it? 

The big and volati:e 6-
foot-4, 250 pou:1d atto:-:iey 
grinned and said, "I have 
learne.d to be like St. Paul 
who said in whatsoever state 
I am, therewith to be con­
tent." 

CASE 
Foreman, discussing prep­

aration for the trial, saic: he 
would be his own invesriga­
ro:-. iie said he had no assist­
ant~. as many lawyers do. 

":"vc read foe United 
States governr:1cnt has spent 
a million ar.cl a haif on this 
case, so I'll take adv:::ntage 
of the names anc addresses 
and maybe phone nu:abe:-s 
and other prosecutio1: exl1ib­
dits. I u;1c;_fStar:.d there are 
3GO wi~nesses. No., I won't 
Turn to Page 4-FORE;\1A.J\l 

i 
f 

• 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
interview them all personal­
ly. - i i1,t ve good lawyer 
friends in many places. 
: "For instance, I have Iaw­

;i'cr friends in every major 
city of Canada. I'll have 
them talk to tL8 witnesses 
there for me in the presence 
of a court reporter. I have 
good b1,\·ycr friends in Mexi­
co and C,li,·0ui;1, too, as 
well as Lcmco:1 anc. cd1cr cit-

ceeded Delaney's trial in 
Boston stemmed in part 
from hearings held in Wash­

ington by a congressional 
committee at which the con­
duct of foe Boston collector 
was considered and numer­
ous accusations against him 
were heard. 

The court commented in 
overturning the conviction: 

"If the U.S. through its 
1 e g i s 1 a t i v e dc;,:i rtJ~1cnt. 
chooses to hold a public l:c:ar­
ing inevitably resultin[" in 

ks in EclrOj~C." much damaging pub(icity 
·• He i:,,:ic;1c12d that he would pre:judical to a person await-

11ot 02 :_~oi:16 :,broad to i;1tei·· in; trial on a penc1ing indict-
\iew w i t ;1 e s s e s, sayi:1g, rner1t, then the U.S. must ac-
"I've never been to Eurone, cept the consequence that 
1:ecause I've never hact' a the j u d i c i a 1 department 
<:::ise there." charged with the duty of as·-
: Foreman said t:12.t "under- suring the defendant a fair 

dog cases'' appeai to I-.im. :rial before aa imoartial 
. "I think perhaps I ha\'e a jury, may firid i;: nec'essary 

complex about it. When I to postpone the trial." 
was a child I'd aiways take Such delay, the ruling add-
up for and get into fights ed, might continue "untii by 
over a child who had a hair- lapse of time the danger of 
lip or was fat. Now I'm in- the prejudice may rcaso:1a­
terested in those cases. Peo- bly be thought to have been 
ple always ask me why I substantially :·emoved." 
represent poor people and In taiking of the Delar.cy 
not rich ones. I always tell case, Fo;.-ema:1 commented 
them rich people don't get that he thought the ruling 
indicted." would be applicable to any 

What will be his tactics in celebrated case involvino-
representing Ray? people like Sirhan Sirha; 

·. Foreman said that any (accused as slayer of Sen. 
lawyer "worth anything" in Robert Kennedy), Lee Harv­
such a celebrated case would ey Oswald, had he lived, or 
certainly consider the possi- James E2rl Ray. Foreman 
qility of _a change of venue. said the congressional hear-
But he added, "That doesn't ings might be compared in 
mean anything, that's just the Ray case "perhaps to the 
something a n y o n e would Look magazine articles." 
think of." Foreman opened his coat 

He said also to be consid- up and showed a thick wad 
ered is the precedent -set- of papers in his vest pocket 
ung decision in the Denis W. saying they were the con: 
Delaney trial. tract ·between author Viii-
; Delaney was a former col- liam Bradford Huie and 

lcctor of internal revenue Hanes. 
who was given a one year Huie, author of the Look 
s2ntence and fined $i0,500 articles, paid Ray for his sto­
for accepting bribes and fal- ry. Foreman said he did not 
sifying tax liens. wish to comment as to 
: The U.S. Circuit Court of whether the contract be­

Appeals in Boston set aside tween his client and Huie. 
the conviction in i952 on the was void now "until I read 
grounds that there had been the contract." 
t?o much ~dvance publicity He said thc2t Jerry and 
aJout_ the trial an9 ~11:::t_Dela- John Ray had sold John's , 
n.ey did not ~e~ a ran·_ r;·ial._~ ___ ]~st Friday night in St. Louis 

1

, 

- The publlcity which pre- ~ · i1elp '.Pay for their broth-

• er's defense. 
Foreman said he wrote 

and typed his own brief pre• 
sentcd to the court askirig 
for continuance. 

"When I was 15 years old I 
was a better than avcrar,e 
secretary; when I was 16' I 
p.:issed a court reporter's 
exam. I'm a lot better ste­
nographer than I am a law­
yer." 

He has a secretary in 
Hous~on. 

On c a p i t a I punishment 
Foreman said: "I don't be­
lieve in it." I-Ie said he . 
doesn't think modern day · 
electrocutions are a deter­
rent to crime, saying, "In 
the old days they took a man 
before the general public, to 
the highest hill and hanged 
him. 

"Now they electrocute him 
in the eaTly morning past 
midnight with only 20 people 
to witness it. What kind of 

' deterrent is that? The public 
ha:1,;ir.g made an impression. 
all right: 
. "\Vnat .:v:c've go! now is 
JUSC a rermement o: murder. 
It's still murder w:iether its 
done ·by a group of 12 under 
the court's jurisdiction or a 
group of one. 

"l'm opposed to capital 
punishment for anyone con­
victed for murder, rape or 
robbery. The only people 
who ougl1t to be executed a:·e 
hot check artists and child 
molesters. They won't quit. 
The others usually commit 
their crime only once, par­
ticularly murders." 

Foreman had much praise 
!or Judge Battle, presiding 
111 the Ray case. "It's easy to 
be popular, but a trial law­
yer and a judge should be 
courageous. He is coura­
geous. He is a fine, right­
down-the-line judge. Even if 
I asked for a change of ven­
ue I'd a·sk to take Ju~e Bat­
tle along, and lecnim:i .. ;:;.rp 
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