
• 

benche$'. YDu couldn't have M. Canale is considering 
a better judge. I respect subpoenaing Ray's 20,000-
him." . , . ., word handwritten manu-

Forc~1:m's profanity is script as evidence. 
lc,~cnd. In the course of one Ray wrote the docu~ent in 
d:1v·s time he chewed out in his iJ.il cell as the b:is1s for a 
1,,:·r,1lc prose at least :i half series of stories being writ­
dozen newsmen. Forcm3 n ten by Huie and appearing in 
has a hair-trigger temper, Look magazine. Canale's ap-
but in the next instant can be proach may well be a re- • 
extremely kind and gentle. auest for Huie or Look to 

He is also erudite, sprin- supply the material volun-
klin o- his conversation with tarily, as the attorney gener· 
quot~s from the Bible, H. G. al's subpoena powers do not 
Wells, and the Greeks. . -~ extE :1.d outside the state._ 

Meanwhile, Atty: Gen. Fi1'ii _ The second of the articles, , 

• 

published yesterday, claims 
that a conspiracy to murder 
Dr. King existed as early as 
August 1967, but that Ray 
did not know, as late as 
March 23, 1%8, that murder 
was involved or that the vic­
tim was to be Dr. King 
(killed April 4). 
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-'p C d ' Mr. Hanes indicated doubt , 01•eman QflCerne that it would be nec;ssaryfor 
' • the attorney general s office to 

• • 
1 subpena the handwritten m~n-

of B d A Traitor uscript Ray sent out by him ran S for author William Bradford 
Huie to use in writing a series 

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON of articles for Look magazine. 
Percy Foreman, Texas attorney who has assumed the "Deputies looked at every 

defense of James Earl Ray, yesterday expressed concern that scrap of Ray's writing I took 
civil rights advocates will regard him as a "Judas Iscariot." out of the jail," he declared. "I 

~ don't know how much of it 
"I suppose I am about to represent Judas Iscariot," Mr. they made mental notes on, 

Foreman said softly as he visited the shrine erected in the but they could have learned 
memory of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at the Lorraine Motel the substance." 

... ~ lbe 1·y .,---- . . · The Look articles quoting 
on n,u 1 

• 1.• With Ray's tnal postponed f 
, An attendant pointed out the . by Judae W. Preston Battle for R~y are ~xptehctetd ~ol iTguwroeaa:. 

• J ct· J J ·t ·ti O evidence m e na · simp e 1s 1es, w 11 e WI : a nearly four months, the attor- . . been ublished and 
: maroon border, from wluch ney general's office moved ticle~ have . tl{ works Pub­
, Dr. King ate his final meal yesterday to restore the Crimi- I~ th_ird ~as m h e if not ~11 of 
: before his slaying April 4. nal Court calendar to a normal hcation ~ dmur~s'no"' expe~ted , , . the remam e 1 .,. 
, . • I understand the reference operation. . t b delayed until the trial 
f (to the Las~ Supper?," Mr. Administrative As~t. At_ty. s~art~ next spring and the jury 
1 Foreman said, addmg the Gen Lloyd Rhodes said all five is sequestered. 
! phrase about Judas. divisions should be operating 
f Noting that visitors are normally . by Monday. Atty. Gen. Phil M. Can~le is 
i asked to give $1 each to the Meanwhile, thou~ands of d~l- known to be interested _m the 
; shrine, Mr. Foreman glanced Jars of extraordu1~:ry___pubhc substance of the third article. 
about the room and said, "I'd I . . . Last night Mr. Foreman had 
lik~ to give $10 " He reached expense continue. The Police d h" ho·1ce of al " · , . . . not announce 1s c . 
into his pocket and handed the Department said eight officers T nnessee attorney to associ-

1 attendant a $10 bill. [ are assigned to guard one wit-. a:e with him in Ray's defense. 
) .,. . . . ness, Charles Quitman Ste-
! .Mr. Forema~ .ned to visit i phens around the clock At 
I the South Mam Street room- ' · an 
I i n a -h o u s e bathroom from average monthly salary of $550. 
: whi~h police say Dr. King was for each officer, this wouldi 
: shot. When the manager re- come to $4,400 a month; or/ 
' fused him admission, _saying about · $15,000 for the four-/ 
. the quarters were bemg re- month continuance. 
' modeled, the attorney threat- . . : 
· ened to write FBI Director J. In Birmmgharn, Arthur J. 
· Edgar Hoover. Hanes Sr., whom Ray dropped 

He later expressed doubt as counsel in favor of Mr. 
· whether his dictated letter will Foreman, said he was glad to 
· be mailed by his office in be out of the case hut that he 
Houston. Instead, he. went !0 disapproved of the delay. 
foe owner and last night said " 

1 he had received permission for A pall ihan?s over !he coun-
the visit. The two-story struc- try, a cloud 1s hangmg there 
ture is a 442½ South Main, 205 over Memphis," he said. "It 
feet west of the Lorraine. would be well if these were 

Mr. Foreman will fly to At- lifted." 
Ianta this morning to address He added, "I had some 
a bar association luncheon se- bombshells (of evidence) to 
minar. It is understood he will drop on them." 
retrace Ray's wanderings 

. there, visiting, among other 
1 places, the rooming house 

where his client is said to have 
stopped and to have aban­

: doned, nearby, a white Mus-
: tang. 
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Jucge vY. Preston Battle today set a new date 
of Monday, March 3, for James Earl Ray to go on 
trial in t:,e sniper n:urder of Dr. Martin Luther King. 

P.::rcy Foreman, flamboyant Texas attorney, 
got court approval to take over the defense from 
Arthur Hanes of Birmingham. Foreman told report-
2:·s ::.s he went into the hearing he might ask to 
nwv 2 the trial to another place, saylng the "mood 
of ::he communitv" would determine the need for a. 
~har,ge of venue: However, he did not bring up the 

;::-iatter during the hearing. 
Foreman first asked Bat­

tle to set another hearing in 
90 days, and then to set a 
trial date agreeable to the 
Drosecution and the defense. 
He 2.rgued that the delay 
was needed so he could dis­
nose of some cases he has 
pendi,,g in Texas. As an al­
ternative, he asked that the 
court fix the time for the 
trial. 

Jt,dge Battle ordered Fore­
man to report back to court 
e,n Dec. 12, a month from 
:oday, and let him know if 
he will be ready for trial on 
March 3. 

Judge Battle refused to 
sermit Hanes to withdraw 
completely from the case. 
He said he would grant 
Hanes permission to make a 
•·conditional withdrawal." 
Hanes :-nust be bound, he 
said, by the court's orders 
0:1 pubiicity and must turn 
over the results of his inves­
tiaation to Foreman. Hanes 
,/s.s required by the judge to 
post a $1,000 appearance 
;:;c::d :,, connection with his 
c0mer,1OI citation for viola-
tion of· Battle's ban against 
pre-trial puL~iw~r, 

-Press-Scimitar Stoff Photos bV 
Jc•cnes R. Reid 

. ARTHUR HANES SR. 
Ordered to post $1,000 ap­

pearance bond on contempt 
charge. 

• 
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• RA'\': APPEARS - _, 
The hearing began at 

about 9: 45 a,m, Ray was 
brought into the courtroom. 
He was not handcuffed. He 
was wearing a dark blue 
checked sportcoat, a dark 
blue tie. He took a scat be­
hind Hanes and his son. He 
shook hands with Hanes and 
his court-appointed London 
attorney, Michael Eugene, 
who was seated near the 
wall of the courtroom. 

Hanes got UR and told the - --·-:, 

judge he -underst~od Ray had 
written a letter requesting 
that he do nothing further in 
the case. He said he had not 
seen the letter, then was 
handed a copy of it by Fore­
man and glanced at it. 
Hanes moved that in view of 
this letter he should be re­
moved as attorney of record. 

The judge asked Ray to 
read a copy of the letter and 
asked Ray if he wrote it. 
Ray rose to his feet and 
said: "I did." 

OBJECTION 

At this point Robert K. 
Dwyer, executive assistant 
attorney general, objected 
strongly to a delay in the 
trial. He said: "It is the 
state's position that the mo-

- tion should be disallowed." 
Dwyer said Hanes had 

been Ray's attorney of rec­
ord since his arrest in Lon­
don in June. "As of last Sun-· 
day, the defendant states he 
doesn't want Hanes and his 
son to represent him any 
more. The point I'm making 
is that he has been here four 
months and it appears he is 
trifling with the court. He is 
attempting to employ coun­
sel here. 

"I don't know this gentle­
man from Texas (Foreman). 
I have read something about 
him and heard some things 
along the ,i,,~gre was no 
assurance that Ray might 

• 
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not retnrn !0 ':()Urt in 90 days 
and sa·y, 'Weil, I don't like 1 

this gentlem::m here (Fore-, 
, man) and I want another 

continuance .. ' 

• 
"This is a unique case, but 

it's still a piece of business .. 
From what I've read, these · 
gentlemen (Hanes and. hi,~ 
son). h ave been paid. 
Dv.,yctr wanted to know :vhy. 
Foreman couldn't ass_oc1ate 
himself with Hanes 1:1 th.: 
defense, saying: "Let him s1~ 
where he is and let's go to 
trial today." 

When Dv,-yer concluded, 
' Foreman got to his feet and. 

asked to be r.card on what he 
termed "the diatribe spoken 
in mv direction." He started 
out be refcrriag to Dwyer as 
the "distinguished attorney 
"'eneral" and. Dwyer, evi­
dently stung by what he felt 
'\"3S sarcasm, asked the 

The iu<ie-P. then called a 
recess -and- asked Foreman 
to meet with Atty. Gen. Phil 
Canale and llis two assist­
ants, Dwyer and James 
Beasley, to decide on a trial 
date agreeable to both sides. 
Dwyer, at this point, asked 
f o r clarification of the 
court's instructions and be­
came involved in another ex­
change with Foreman. 

• .. t cou:::t to order Foreman o 
leave out personalities and. 
address himself to legal mat­
ters." 

Af(G'Uiv~ENT 
,Foreman argued that Ray 

il"d a riaht to choose his own 
attorney~ "Fran.kly 1:d be 
mc:ch be·~ter oft physically 

' and financially if the court 
ad:i.ered to the adjuration of 

1 the attorney general," For­
man said. "But if this man 
(Ray) needs me ~nd _wants 
me, I feel an obhgat10n to 
my oath as an attorney to 
make myself available." 

Ju{lcre Battle said that 
Ray's°decision to switch law­
yers came at "the eleve~th 
hour" and after "an 1m­
mer.sc arr.ount of time, mon­
ey and energy had been 

' sper.t on the trial." The 
judge said it was "an aynul 
thi::lg'' to have to contmue 
the trial," but he added: 

"Under the unique facts 
and circur.,s~:rnces of the 
case the court is of the opin­
ion this (Foreman's) motion 
should be granted." 

LAW CITED 

Foreman saiil he couldn't , 

remember the name of the witnesses, particularly_ those_ ity had to be weighed equal-
assistant attorney general. who were not being sum- 'ly. He said in! was setting 

"Name's Dwyer," Dwyer Monday, March 3, as the 
shot back. maned rto teSt ify, before go- trial date with a proviso that 

Foreman good-naturedly 
replied: "I always feel hand­
icapped as a private attor­
ney. Everybody for the state 
is a general." Foreman add­
ed that he "hoped :he could 
get along with Mr. Dwyer 
before the day is over." 

The recess was taken at 
10: 20 a.m. and Ray was re­
moved from the courtroom. 
The hearing resumed a little 
more than an hour later. Ca­
nale announced that the de-
fense and the state could not 
agree on a trial date. 

Canale requested a setting 
of no later than the Tuesday 
foliowing the opening of the 
January term of court, which 
begins on the third Monday 
of the month. 

Foreman argued that the 
"very magnitude and geo­
gr'aphical area involved" in 
the case made it impossible 
for him to be ready by that 
time. He said he already 
was committed to clients 
with cases pending in Texas 
cour..s and it would' take 
time to turn them over to 
other lawyers or get con­
tinuances. 

ing to trial. He maintained Foreman come back into 
this would take a minimum court 30 days from now to 
of 90 days. · state if he will be ready at 

He suggested a date dur- that time. 
ing the second term of court Judge Battle told Hanes: 
next year, which "would "I understand there is a dif­
take us into the month of ference between you (Hanes 
May, I understand from Mr. and his client) on money Canale." 

matters ... but that's a 
Canale opposed a setting civil matter." 

that distant "The State of Foreman said in his mo­
Tennessee i~ going to insist tion that the Raneses had 
on a speedy and early set- been paid about $30,000 and 
ting. Any continuance mili- they wanted an additional 
tates against the state's $12,000 before they would re­
,case;'' Canale said. He lease statements, interviews 
agreed that Ray has a right and other information col­
to a fair and impartial trial lected for the defense during 
but he said the people of this their investigation. But Bat­
state also have rights. tie ordered the Haneses to 

"I want to do everything turn over their files on the 
possible to protect the rights case to Foreman anyway. 
of the people of this state. The U.S. Circuit Court of 
I think we should get this Appeals in Boston set aside 
show on the road." He said the conviction in 1952 on the 
his office handles 4,500 cases grounds there had been too 
a year and he felt the com- m u c h advance publicity 
munity had been forced to about the trial. 
suffer enough "tumult and Delay, the ruling said, 
turmoil" in connection with might continue "until by 
the Ray case. lapse of time the danger of 

The judge, after hearing the ,prejudice may reason­
the arguments, said, with a ably be thought to have been 
half-smile. "Well, you gentle- substantially removed." 
men have dumped this right Speculation continued to­
in my lap." ~---·--- day over why Ray ditched 

He cited Te:messee Iav1 to 
the effect that a defendant 
cannot -be required to go to 
trial with an attor.neY.nQ~f 
his own choosing. 

Foreman said the state 
has a list of 360 prospective 
witnesses, with from 80 to 90 
expected to be called. He 
said it was his "'basic ap-

. proach" to interview all the 

In resolving the dispute, Hanes, the lawyer who had 
Battle said the rights. of tile .. represented him since his ar­
defendant and· the comm~n:- .rest in London in June, and 
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hired FQrPm:in,_.a legal as 
well as a 6-foot-4 physical 
giant, at the lnst mi:'lute. 

Ray's two brothers, John 
and Jerry Ray, were be­
lieved to have been a major 
influence. 

Ray and Hanes also have 
had their differences, over 
finances as well as defense 
strategy. Ray, it was report• 
ed, wanted to take the wit• 
ness stand, but Hanes was 
strongly against it. Also, 
Ray was resentful because 
he had never seen any of the 
$30,000 reported to have 
been turned over to his at­
torney by William Bradford 
Huie, author of a series of 
articles on the Ray case now 
running in Look. The money 
was an advance from Huie 
for exclusive rights to Ray's 
story. 

Foreman denied making 
any reference to the Ku Klux 
Klan when discussing his en• 
try into the case yesterday 
with Press-Scimitar reporter 
Clark Porteous. 

"All reference to the Ku 
Klux Klan is a misstatement 
of fact," Foreman told The 
Press-Sdmitar later. "The 
Klan was not mentioned by 
the reporter or by me. 

"I said a bunch of nuts 
from all over the country 
called and wanted to raise 
funds in my name. It always 
happens in every famous . 
case." 

Porteous said he suggested 
nothing, but Foreman came 
into the case two days before 
the trial and the manner in 
which he entered the case 
was obviously newsworthy. 
Also, Hanes had been suc­
cessful in defense of Klans• 
men. 

"I asked Foreman if the 
Klan or any other organiza• 
tion was involved in getting 
him into the case," Porteous 
said. "Foreman ansv..:ered he 
has been asked a number of 
times to enter the case be· 
fore Ray's arrest but had 
refused. While he did not use 
the word 'Klan' himself, 

. that was what the question 
had been about.· I had no 
reason . to believe Foreman 
had not understaru:1-tl.e ques• 
tiori." 

• 
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PERCY FOREJiAN GETS RAY TRIAL DELAYED 
Defense lawyer tells newsmen there should be a long wait for trial of James Earl Ray. 

~Press-Sclmltor Stoff Photos bv Jomes R. ,Reid 

TRIAL PICKETED 
Police politely usher picket away from Criminal Courts 

Building, scene of Ray hearing. ,.,_-.. ---=' 
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James Earl Ray's lawyer is followed to hearing by newsmen. 
. ' , 
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BY UNITEiJ PRC:SS INT!:cRNATIONAL 

J :imcs Earl Ray, accused 
of assassinating Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., has admit­
ted that he believes he be­
can:c "involved in some sort 
of plot to kill King" as early 
as eight months prior to the 

. rnt:rdcr, it was reported 
?\Ionday. 

But Ray is quoted in the 
second of a series of articles 
i:1 Look magazine as claim­
ing he was duped into the 
conspiracy and "nobody told 
rr.e anything about any 
planned murder of King or 
anyone else." 

The series is by author 
Wi!liam Bradford Huie who 
col"responded with Ray at 
the Si1elby County jail where 
Rav awaits trial. Huie states 
that he cannot reveal all he 
has !earned until Ray has 
been tried but he believes 
Dr. King was the secondary, 
not the primary, target of 
the plotters. 

TARGET 
"The primary target was 

the United States," Huie 
wrote. 

"Dr. King was to be mur-
- dered for efiect. His murder 

w;;.s planned, not by impul­
sive men who hated him per­
sonally, though they proba­
bly did hate him, but by cal­
culating men who wanted to 
use his murder to trigger vi­
olent conflict between white 
and :'Jegro citizens." 

According to information 
given Huie by Ray, the es­
caped convict was recruited 
in Canada by a man identi­
fied only as Raoul for some 
"activity" on Aug. 18, 1967, 
eight months prior to the 
April 4, 1968, assassination. 
His first assignment was to 
smuggle three packages by 
car 'irom Wind..sor_ 0.J]t., to 
D~troit, Mich. 
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• 
From then on, Huie wrote, 

Ray "moved as directed by 
the plotters," although he 
did not know as late as two' 
weeks before King's assassi­
naticn "that the plot includ­
ed murder or that it was 
aimed in any way at Dr. 
King." One of his assign­
ments was to _smuggle a tire 
-whicfi· apparently con-

tained some sort of contra- erect trading his car for a 
band-across foe T e X a S· piece of prvµti"tj" t!:~re. 
Mexican border at Nuevo "When I get out of jail 
Laredo. again, I'm going back there · 

In payment, Ray received permanently," Huie quoted 
$200 to buy an old car for the Ray as writing him. 
Canada-United States haul, During another sojourn in 
for which he was paid S75o; Los Angeles, Ray consulted 
$2,000 to buy a 1966 Mustang, with a hypnosis expert, the 
,vhich he used for the Mexi- Rev. Xavier von Koss, on . 
can smuggling expedition; means of self-improvement 
$500 for living expenses, $500 through hypnosis and he also. 
for camera equipment and had an identifying nasal tip 
$2,0~0 after returning from removed from his nose by 
?11exico. Ray said Raoul told Dr. Russell c. Hadley, a 
him he would get him travel prominent surgeon. 
papers and $12,000, "enough 
for me to go in business in a RECOGNITION 
new country." According to Huie, Von• 

MEXICO Koss said he sized Ray up as 
Ray said that in October, belonging to "the recognition 

1867, while waiting for the type." 
next assignment from Raoul "He desires recognition 
expected in two or three from his group, from him­
months, he visited Puerto self. He yearns to feel that 
Vallarta on Mexico's Pacific he is somebody. This desire 
Coast and decided it was the for recognition in him is su­
"best town in Mexico" and a perior to sex, superior to 
place he would like to live in money, superior to self-pres• 
eventually. He even consitl.~~tion," Von Koss said. 

• 
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Mak~ Friends, ForemahStyle 
"By the end of the second day Percy Foreman will be 

a friend of the judge, a bosom buddy of the press and also 
it.he 13th member of tJ1e jury," said an out-of-town reporter 
who coyered the Candace Mossler trial in Miami. 

The reporter commented just before Judge W. Preston 
Battle opened proceedings at the Courthouse yesterday in 
the case of James Earl Ray, charged with killing Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Then court was called to order and Mr. Foreman, the 
tall, GG-year-old Texas who will now defend Ray, rose to 
speak. Almost his first sentence included a reference to 
"the great State of Tennessee, whose citizens nearly a half 
century ago fought and gained the independence of Tex­
as." Georgia, from where Mr. Foreman's forebears came, 
and which also did its part in the Texas Revolution, was 
not mentioned. 

Next it was "the distinguished judge of this court, who 
knows from his experience when he was a prosecutor .•. " 

And later in an impromptu press conference, "If 
there is a change of venue I certainly shall ask that this 
judge be delegated to preside over the case in the jurisdic­
tion to wh:ch it is transferred. I would never ask this judge 
to recase himself." 

Mempnis probably has as many church edifices as any · 
city in the country in proportion to population and soon 
there was a New Testament quotation, "I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content." 

This was a masterpiece, two birds with one stone. For 
with a warm glance Mr. Foreman revealed he meant the 
word "state" in the geographic sense. He was content in 
Tennessee. 

Mr. Foreman had disclosed earlier that he is an 
ordained deacon in the Baptist Church - although not an , · 

~----i> . 

J 
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active one - and has neiped 'build "five Baptist church­
es." There was no jury yesterday but there will be one 

,. · when the trial starts, presumably March 3. 

Mr. Foreman had a modest posey for The Commercial 
Appeal. "I read that in the morning paper and I under­
stand it is known as "The Reliable." 

From the lips of a lesser person all this might seem 
open flatte1y. From Mr. Foreman, whose brow neyes 
•beam, it is the articulation of genuine feeling. 

Mr. Foreman's verbal armory also includes shafts of 
sarcasm. 

Exec. Asst. Atty. Gen. Robert K. Dwyer, who spoke 
first yesterday, remarked, "I don't know this man from 
Texas - I have read about him ••• " 

Mr. Foreman soon retumed the compliment, "The 
gentleman at the end of this table - he knows my name, I 
don't know his." 

And a little later, "I hope I shall nave no trouble with 
the gentleman on the end; I know I shall have no trouble 
with Attorney General Canale." 

Mr. Foreman also had a ,bow for the Memphis and 
Shelby County Bar Association. He would confer with 
heads of the bar as to an attorney to associate with him in 
Ray's defense. 

It will be a Tennessee attorney and probably one from 
Memphis, many believe. 

· Mr. Foreman said there is no basis for a report he will 
ask the aid of John, J. Hooker Sr. of Nashville, one of the 
state's best known defense attorneys. 

"That would be," Mr. Foreman observed, "like har­
. ne-ssing two race horses to a plow.''.-

- :· ' , ' ~-._~-.,. -..,~""'"iil" . *· • * .. 
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,Percy Foreman Is The Center Of Attention As He Leaves Courthouse 
~taff Photo t,y Jame$ M~ 
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Arthur Hanes And Son Talk To Newsmen After Hearing l 

(' -Stoff Photo \ 

A Letter From Ray 
This is the text of James Earl Ray's letter dated Nov. 

10 to Arthur J. Hanes Sr., delivered to the attorney Sunday 
night, the first official word of his switch in attorneys: 

"Dear Mr. Hanes, . 
"Due to some disagreements between me and you in 

regards our handlings of my case, I have decided to 
engage a Tennessee attorney and perhaps someone else. 

"Therefore I would appreciate it if you would take no . 
further action on my case in Memphis, Tenn. Also, I 
appreciate what you have already did for me. _-,----_.., 

..5.incirel;v (sic), · · 
__ J~es E. _Ray." 
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' Tigh( Security 
Soon Relaxes 

After Hearing 
Three hours after the J amcs 

Earl Ray hearing had ended, it 
was hard to tell there had been 
one. 

The white sawhorses block­
ing Washington were gone. 

The police guards, outside 
and inside the Shelby County 
Criminal Courts Buildinr, had 
returned to their normal du­
ties. Access to the building 
was simply a matter of walk­
ing through the door. 

Sheriff William N. Morris or­
dered a large temporary 
"search room" in the second 
f 1 o o r corridors dismantled, 
immediately. It was gone by 3 
p.m. 

The corridor to the nearby, 
County Office Building was un~ 
locked and unguarded. 1 

The sheriff said security1 

around the jail was returned to 
normal as quickly as possible; 
and will remain normal until 
the March 3 trial date for Ray 
when the tight security meas• 
ures will be resumed on spec• 
tators, news media representa~ 
tives, and officials connected 
with the tri;i.L- J) 

• 
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Ray Displays Another Fate;:] 
This One Pale And Worried 

By ANGUS McEACHRAN i 
The plastic face of James Earl Ray was stretched into ! 

another pose yesterday. ! 
Neatly dressed in blue, double-vented ·sports coat with faint 

checkered pattern, Ray appeared gaunt and worried as he 
entered Judge W. Preston Battle's courtroom. 

A prison pallor grown chalk white since his arrest June 8 
in London accentuated his shallow, pinched face. His hair was 
oiled but only partly combed. ····-·-··-·~··;···•··~'-··-·-·--•M .. -•-...... --

It was far different from the 
bespectacled face that peered 
out of FBI wanted flyers, dif­
ferent too from the subdued 
countenance that faced the 
London magistrate during ex­

, tradition proceedings, and the 
i heavy-set face which first ap-
1 peared in the Shelby County 
criminal courtroom July 21. 

Ray sat quietly behind his 
attorneys during yesterday's 
proceedings, an apprehensive 

I expression often on· his face. 
He spoke in open court only 

I
I when Judge Battle questioned 
him about wishing to change 
attorneys. 

I 
Getting slowly to his feet, a 

sheaf of what appeared to be 
folded yellow legal paper pro­
truding from his left hip pock­
et, the defendant answered, 
"Uh, yes sir." 

Once he leaned forward and 
whispered something to the 
man he fired, Arthur Hanes 
Sr. The rest of the time he was 
merely a spectator, his left I 
arm sprawied over the back of, 
a red padded chair, his face .. 
resting on his upraised right• 
arm. : 

A sheriff's office official said 
only 8 persons showed up for 
the 35 seats set aside by the 
judge .for the public. The press ' 
counted only three, two Ne­
groes and a y o u n g white 
woman. Some of the foreign 
press members suggested the 
turnout was indicative of local 
interest in t~ trial _" I 
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WhcnY '!-!~"' ~1:>vious that the! 

public seats were not going to I 
be filled, several employes of 
the sheriffs office were al­
lowed in. One cf those was Toy 
Strictland, personal secretary 
to Sheriff William N. Morris 
Jr. Oscar Edmonds, a County 
Court squire, a member of 
the shL'riff's auxiliary force 
and close political ally of the 
sheriff, was also in attendance. 

One of public scats went to 
17-year-old Alfred Guinn of 
2125 Swift, a senior at Carver 
High School. "I cut class to 
come because I wanted to see 
_what hapj)ened. No, I won't get 
in trouble if I have a written 
excuse." 

' Security arrangements for 
getting into the courtroom 
were even more elaborate 
than they were for the first 
Ray hearing. But the process 
moved smoothly. 

In the second-floor foyer of 
the Crimi,nal Cou,rts Building 
the sheriff's office has con-, 

s~r:ucted ,~ ~~;:;; uf plywood pe-1 
t1t1ons for searching anyone 
entering the c o u r t r o o m. 
Cla_ude Armour, Gov. Buford/ 
/Ellmgton's special advisor on 
ilaw enforcement, assisted in 
,ithe security. 

Deputies were polite but 
thorough - to the point of un­
screwing ball point pens and 
examining the contents of cig­
aret packs: Unnecessary per­
so~al effects such as pen 
knives were deposited in ma­
nila envelopes marked: "For 

I Shelby County Prisoners." · 

I 
A metal detector was next. 

It resembled a cordless vacu­
um cleaner. It was sensitive 1 

, enough to detect the tin foil in 1 

a roll of antacid tablets. The 
1 video tape machine which 
1 records voice and pi~tures of 
spectators, was th~ last step. 
In between that and the metal 
detector was the somewhatj 
embarrassing procedure of sit•J 
ting down in front of every•) 
body and removing your shoes I 
for an insidlr_~c_tjon. · j 

• 
l 

-
Seven men sat waiting in the 

lobby of r:,,::: · Cri111inal Courts 
\Building. 
, They had been subpenaed as 
witnesses for the defense, and, 
unlike witnesses for the state, 
they had not been told they 
need not appear yesterday. 

"That's someti:11ng, isn't it?"\ 
said Solomon Jones Jr., the 
chauffeur who was with Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. on the 
night 0£ the assassination. 
"They knew there was no rea­
son fer us coming, but they 
didn't bother to tell anybody." 

Shortly, Percy Foreman, 
1 

new attorney for Ray, came 
from the c o u r t r o o m. Mr. 
Jones introduced himself. 

"I want you to know my last 
client was a member of youri 
race," said Mr. Foreman. "I' 
got a $50. iee for it and I made 
a $5,000 bond for him. 

"I just want to say my being 
involved in this has nothing to· 
do with the color of your skin 
or mine. Futhermore, over 
half of my clients are mem­
bers of your race." 

"Thank , you," .,, said Mr. 
Jones. · 
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Trial .Postponed Till March,, 
1Over Strong ·Objection 

'Of Attorney 'General 

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON 
Faced with a new trial date 

and a new defense lawyer in' 
the James Earl Ray murder: 
case, prosecutors last night 
turned their attention to the, 
possibility of using Ray's hand-· 
written 20,000-word manuscript' 
as evidence. , 

Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale is 
considering subpenaing th~ 
document written by Ray in 
his Shelby County Jail cell as 
lthe basis for a series of stories 
'being written by author Wil-

1 liqm Bradford Huie and ap-
1:pearing in Look magazine, it 
was learned. 

The approaoh may well be a 
request for Mr. Huie or Looh 
to supply the material volun­
tarily. The attorney general's 
:subpena powers do not extend 
outside the state and there is 
a question on whether the· 
cover material in the hands Oi. 

defense counsel, a Criminal 
Court official said. 

The second of the articles, 
published yesterday, claims 
that a conspiracy to murder. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
existed as early as August, 
1967, but that Ray did not 
know, as late as March 23, 
1938, that murder was involved 
or that the victim was to be 
Dr. King. 

Mr. Huie says material he is 
holding for a third article in 
the series, which apparently 
would hring Ray's career up· 
past April 4, the day Dr. King 
was shot, wi.l.LML:be"published 
until after the trial starts. · ' 

• 
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I Criminal Court? Judge W.: 
Preston Battle yesterday post" 
poncd at lc:ist until March 3· 
the trial of the 40-year-old fugi•. 
tive (:Onvict, who had been 
scheduled to go on trial yester·· 
day morning. Ray yesterday 
appeared visibly aged and less 
jaunty than when he first was 
arraigned here in July. 

Judge Battle granted the' 
continuance on the motion of. 
att1)rney Percy Foreman of, 
Houston, Texas, whom he au.: 
thorized to succeed Arthur J. 
H:rnes of Birmingham as chief 
defense counsel. 

Attorney General Canale 

!
argued strongly that the trial 
be continued only to Jan. 16, 

1the beginning of the winter 
!term of court, but lost. 

Judge Battle directed Mr. 
Foreman to report Dec. 12 
on whether it then appears he 
would be ready for the trial 
March 3. The judge indicated, 
that if additional time forj 
preparation were required il 
might be granted. I 

Judge Battle granted an 
hour's recess for the defense 
and prosecution to try to reach 
an agreement on the trial date. 
At the expiration of the hour, 
Mr. Canale reported that the 
opposing attorneys were un~ 
able to agree. 

"The law requires only a 
three-day wait between indict­
ment and trial," the attorney 

1 general said. "Delay always 
favors the defense. We request 
a date no later than Tuesday 
following the third Monday in 
January." 

Mr. Foreman replied that; 
there were 360 potential wit• 
nesses to be interviewed and 

i that it could not ·be done by. 
! Jan. 16. 

"The state has an interest in 
seeing that justice is done the. 
defendant as well as society at 
large," Mr. Foreman argued.' 
He cited a legal precedent 
from Massachusetts for a sub• 
stc:.ntial continuance when a 
change of counsel was author• 
ized. 

As the hearing opened Judge 
Battle passed to Mr. Hanes the 
original of a note handwritten 
by Ray asking Mr. Hanes be 
replaced as his counsel by oth­
er attorneys., -5nciu<ling one 
from Tennessee." ,, 

• Mr. H a n.e s immediately 
asked to be relieved of the 
case. Judge Battle ruled that 
Mr. Hanes would be "condi• 
tionally relieved." 

The condition was required, 
Judge Battle said, as a means 
of assuring that Mr. Hanes, 
now intimately acquainted 
with the evidence, disclose. 
none of it to the news media in 
violation of the court's ordcz; 

l
restraini11.£; publiclty. (. 

"~!.nee contempt of court rt: 

not an extraditable offense," 
Judge Battle said~ "I shall or­
der that. you make $1,000 
hond." j 

Ray spoke only twice during 
the nearly two hours the court 
was in session. This was at the 
beginning when Judge Battle 
handed him a note he had writ­
ten telling ,Mr. Hanes he was 
no longer to be his attorney. 

"Did you write this note?" 
Judge Battle asked. 

"I did," Ray replied in an 
unsure voice, hardly loud 
enough to be heard 10 feet 
away.· 

"Yes, sir," Ray quavered 
. when Judge Battle asked him 

if it were still his desire to 
change counsel. Ray was thin­
ner than in July. 

His former self-confidence 
was replaced by a worried if 
not harried look. Reporters 
remarked the sightly enlarged 
lobe of his left ear, which he 
had planned to submit to plas­
tic surgery in Los Ang.eles last 
spring, in addition to an opera- , 
tion carried out to correct a 
too pointed nasal tip. 

The small courtroom was 
crowded. The 35 seats alloted 

; to the public were occupied 
· mostly by Courthouse em­

ployes. Reporters for the press, 
television and radio occupied 
42 <Seats. No relatives of the 
defendant or the deceased 
were present. 

All news media persons were 
searched ele,ctronically and 
were, in addition, "patted 
down.': ~ourthouse per:.ohnel I 
were s1m1larly searched. · · 

The attornev general's staff 
assigned to tr{e case had been 
fingerprinted and p h o t o­
graphed. But defense counsel, 
both incoming and outgoing, 
were exempted from this rou.: 
tine. ----
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"I'm 66 years old, have nev-· 

er been fingerprinted and will 
stay out of this case rather 
than be fingerprinted now," 
Mr. Foreman had said Mon­
day. He need not have wor­
ried. There had been no plans 
to fingerprint him or Mr. 
Hanes. 
When Mr. Foreman entered 

the courtroom he was intro­
duced to several courthouse of­
ficials, including C r i m i n a 1 
Court Clerk J. A. Blackwell.: 
He was not introduced to Mr: 
Hanes, who sat at the same: 
table only a few feet away. 

Mr. Hanes made no move 
and in a few minutes Mr. 
Foreman moved .over and be­
gan a conversation. Reporters 
could no$ h~~t rpuch of it but 
the word 'fees" was audible. I 

• 
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Foreman Concerned_ ..... 

Of Brand As Traitor 
By CHARLES EDMUNDSON 

Percy Foreman, Texas attorney who has assumed the 
defense of James Earl Ray, yesterday expressed concern that 
civil rights advocates will regard him as a ."Judas Iscariot." 

"I suppose I am about to represent Judas Iscariot," Mr. 
Foreman said softly as he visited the shrine erected in the 
memory of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at the Lorraine Motel 
on :,1ulben-y. ,· · ~ 

An attendant pointed out the ' 
simple dishes, white with a 
maroon border, from which 
Dr. King ate his final meal 
:before his slaying April 4. 

"I understand the reference 
"(to the Last Supper)," Mr. 

: Foreman said, adding the 
ph:'aze; about Judas. 

Noting that visitors are 

1 ssked to give $1 each to the 
! sh..rine, Mr. Foreman glanced 
1 abcut the room and said, "I'd 
like to give $10." He reached 
into his pocket and handed the 
attendant a $10 bill. 

rt...r. Foreman tried to visit· 
the South Main Street room­
i n g -h o u s e bathroom from 
which police say Dr. King was 
shot. \lfnen the manager re­
fused him admission, saying 
the quarters were being re­
modeled, the att9rney threat­
ened to write FBI Director J.

1

. 

Edgar Hoover. 
He later expressed doubt: 

whether his dictated letter will I 
be mailed by •his office in 
Houston. Instead, he went to

1

, 

rthe owner and last night said 
he had received permission for 
the visit. The two-story struc-1 
ture is a 442½ South Main, 2051 
feet west of the Lorraine. 

Mr. Foreman will fly to At­
lanta this morning to address 
a bar association luncheon se­
minar. It is understood he will 
r e t r a c e Ray's wanderings 

, there, visiting, among other 
1 places, the rooming house 
. where his client is said to have 
stopped and to have aban­

: doned, nearby, a white Mus-
: tang. .,., __ _ 

• 
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• WW1 }!1v's trial postponed 
by Judge W. Preston Battle for 
nearly four months, the attor­
ney general's office moved 
yesterday to restore the Crimi­
nal Court calendar to a normal 
operation. 

Administrative Asst. Atty. 
Gen Lloyd Rhodes said all five 
divisions should be operating 
normally by Monday. 

Meanwhile, thousands of dol­
lars of c"'xtraorct1nary public 

I 
expense· .:.v!lLi11ue. The Police 
Department said eight officers 
are assigned to guard one wit­
ness, Charles Quitman Ste-· 
phens, around the clock. At an 
average monthly salary of $550 
for each officer, this would 
come to $4,400 a month, or 
about $15,000 for the four­
month continuance. 
· In Birmingham, Arthur J. 

Hanes Sr., whom Ray dropped : 
as counsel in favor of Mr. 
Foreman, said he was glad to ; 
be out of the case hut that he l 
disapproved of the delay. 

"A pall hangs over the coun­
try, a cloud is hanging there 
over Memphis," he said. "It 
would be well if these were 
lifted." 

He added, "I had some 
bombshells (of evidence) ta 
drop on them." 

Mr. Hanes indicated doubt ' 
. that it would be necessary for · 
the attorney general's office to · 
subpena the handwritten man­
uscript Ray sent out by him 
for author William Bradford 
Huie to use in writing a series 
of articles for Look magazine. 
, "Deputies looked at every 
· scrap of Ray's writing I took, 
out of the jail," he declared. "I 
don't know how much of it 

· they made mental notes on, 
but they could have learned 
the substance." 

The Look articles quoting 
. Ray are expected to figure as 

evidence in the trial. Two ar­
ticles have been published and 
a third was in the works. Pub­
lication of much, if not all, of, 
the remainder is now expected 
to be delayed until the trial 
starts next spring and the jury 
is sequestered. 

Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale is · 
known to be interested in the ' 
substance of the third article. 

Last night Mr. Foreman had 
not announced his choice of a 
Tennessee,,.ca tJ:nFnP_y to associ­
ate with him in Ray's dcfonse. 

• 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-3~0 (r\ev. 7-l6-ti3) 

• 
(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

The Bar t\ss,1c1,:Lin:·, com­
mittee policing pubiicity in 
the James Earl Ray case 
today was reported to be 
casting a critical eye at pub­
lic su,tements made this 
week by Ray's new attorney, 
Percy Foreman. 

l\fombcrs of the commit­
Le, who were appointed by 
,; ·.:dge W. P:-;~ston Battle, 
have consistently declined 
comment on their investiga­
tions, speaking only throu'!h 
reports and recommenda• 
tions to the court. 

However, it was le2.rned 
that a meeting is being con­
sidered to take up some of 
the cut-of-cot:rt statements 
of the Texas attorney, who 
has been quoted extensivelv 
by the press since he entered 
the case Sundav. 

M e a n w h i l e, foreman 
dropped by the attorney 
General's office this morning· 
and picked up a • list of the· 
state's witnesses. 

Foreman told Judge Battle 
Monday, when the trial was 
postponed to March 3, that 
he intends to interview ev­
ery one of the witnesses who 
will talk to him. 

The list contained approxi­
mately 360 names_of persons · 
in the U.S., Canada, Portu-.. 
gal and England°;'.'~f;=,""~-

--
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High 'Courfi\1aps . 
Contempt 'Release/ 

/ Petitions For "Reporters In! 
I 

Criminal ·Appeals J 

The Tennessee Supreme/ 
Court has instructed cou.n :sell, 
for two Memphis reporters 
held in contempt of court in 
the James Earl Ray case to! 
seek relief first, in the State 
Court of Criminal Appeals. ' 

In compliance with the order, 
Armistead Clay, counsel for 
the Memphis Publishing Co., 
yesterday re-filed petitions for 
certiorari and supersedeas . 

. with Criminal Appeals Judge 
/Mark Walker at Covington. 
• Criminal Court Judge W. 
Preston Battle in a ruling Sept. 
30 held Charles Edmundson of 
1l1e Commercial Appeal and 
Ray Hamilton of the Press­
Scimi tar in contempt of his or­
der to limit pretrial publicity 
in the Ray case. 

Arthur Hanes Sr., who until 
Tuesday was Ray's attorney, 
was held in contempt at the 
same time. So was Renfro T. 
Hays, an investigator in Mr. 
HaRes' employ. When Judge 
Battle Tuesday let Ray substi-.' 
:'.He Percv Foreman of Hous- · 
ten for Mr. Hanes as his cou:1-
sel, Hanes posted a $1,000 cash 
bond as surety against viora-

' tion of t!1e judge's ordet. 
• Mr. Edmundson and Mr. 
/ Hamilton plead the constitu-

1

, tional guarantee of a free. 
press a. nd ot.her grounds in ap-i 
pealing Judge ~.ill!u ruling . 

..,..... • '"-. ,,--~. "':9, 
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'Raciil Aspect' Is Seen"'' 
In Dismissal Of I-lanes 

The New York Times News Service 

BIRMINGHAM, Nov. 15. -Arthur J. Hanes, the dismissed 
: attorney for James Earl Ray, contended Friday that it was 
· "entirely possible" that he had been picked as Ray's attorney 

only to underscore the racial aspect of the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and that he had never been expected 
to be the actual trial lawyer. 

Hanes said it was also possible that Ray had been told, 
'./ even before King was murdered, that "he should contact me" -
'ltf he was arrested. · · ·. · · · 

The lawyer offered his ob-
servations in an interview in 
Birmingham. 

He said he still could hardly 
credit the brusque manner in 
which he and his son, Arthur 
J. Hanes Jr., were dismissed 
from the Ray case last Sunday 
night when they arrived at the 
jail in Memphis to give Ray a 
new gray suit to wear during 
his trial. Upon his arrival the 
lawyer was handed a note 
from Ray stating that he had 
been relieved. 

Hanes said that for months, 
he had been aware of man/ 
indications that Ray might be 1 

preparing to switch attorneys 
and that about a month ago he 
became virtually certain that 
this was Ray's plan .. The attor­
ney said that he had men­
tioned this possibility to Judge 
W. Preston Battle, and to the 
prosecutor, Phil M. Canale, 
the Shelby County attorney 
general. 

"But Ray didn't say any­
thing, and Artie and I had_ to. 
proceed on the assumption 
that we were going to trial," 
Hanes said. 

The suggestion that Hanes' 1 
background would point up ra- i 
cial aspects of the case was I 
due, he says, to a combination 
of circumstances. He was 
elected mayor of Birmingham 
on a ticket with arch-segrega-

1 tionist Eugene 'Bull' Connor 
and was in office during the 
city's racial troubles. He later 
defended ttiiee-K1i Klux Klans-. 

i 
I 
I 
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.. .. • men a_cc.~se~ o( murdering 
_Mr~. Viola Ln:zzo, a white civ­
il rights worker, in the wake 
of the · Selma-to•Montgomery 
march. 

William Bradford Huie, the 
author who brought the rights 
to Ray's life story, says in an 
article in the current Look 
magazine that from informa­
tion furnished him by Ray, he 
concluded that the Negro civil 

I 

rights leader's . murder had 
been ordered by men who 
wanted .fiis--deatn to provoke 

outbreaks of violence between 'I 
whites <fod" Negroes. They 
were said, for this reason, to 
prefer that the murder occur 
in Birmingham, Montgomery 
or Selma. 

Hanes s3id he decided that 
he and his son should under­
take Ray's defense notwith­
standing their conclusion and 
that they should proceed on 
I the assumption that the mur-
der had been plotted and fi­
nanced by what he called 

1 
"black militants with foreign 

I 
ties." 

Hanes said that the attitude 
!of Ray's brothers, John Ray 
and Jerry Ray, had helped him 
form the conclusion that he 
was never to be the defense 
attorney at Ray's trial. 

"You would expect the fami­
ly to flock around the attorney 
to offer help and advice," 
Hanes said. "But I couldn't 
even get close to them. I of-I 
fered to meet with them in St. 
Louis, Memphis, Birmingham 
or anyplace else. But I never 
did see either one of them." 

. Hanes said that he had not 
learned until after he had been 

. dismissed by Ray that the two 
I brothers had ordered a copy of 
the British hearings on Ray's 

. extradition. 

I 
"That certainly indicated• 

they had tried to find another 
,attorney," he said. 
I Percy Foreman, the Houston 
I criminal lawyer who agreed 
I Sunday night to represent Ray, 

1
said that John Ray and Jerry 
,Ray had asked him last week 
I to take the case and that he 
,had reluctantly agreed to do so 
after going to Memphis to talkj 
t.o Ray himself. er~ 

Foreman, who still has not1 
hired a Memphis lawyer to as­
sist him in the case, had told 
reporters he planned to visit 
Hanes in Birmingham Friday 
afternoon. But he failed to 
show up and Hanes and his son 
left their office at 5: 30 p.m. 

• 
Hanes, who has been cited 

for contempt of court in Mem­
phis for making public state­
ments about the Ray case 

·1 posted a ~l,000 cash bond with 
the court m Memphis Tuesday 
as a guarantee for his return[ 
later to be sentenced for the. 
contempt of court. 1 

"They can keep the $1,000 "' 
Hanes said. "But I guess I;ll 
hav; to find a new ski resort. I 
don ~ suppose I can ever go to 
Gathnburg again." Gatlinburg 
Tenn., is a ski resort town fre~ 
quented by many.Alabamans. 

H a n e s said that under Ii 
Tennessee law he cannot be 
extradited . for . conterµpt .' :of 
court. -·,-:--"·~ . • : , l 
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Reporfe~rs' 
Case ls 
Shifted 

Tennessee Supreme Court 
has instructed counsel for 
two Memphis reporters held 
in contempt of court in the 
James Earl Ray case to seek 
relief first in the State Court 
of Criminal Appeals. 

In compliance with the or­
der, Armistead Clay, counsel 
for Memphis Publishing Co., 
yesterday re-filed petitions 
for certiorari and superse­
deas with Criminal Appeals 
Judge Mark Walker at Cov­
ington. 

Criminal Court Judge W. 
Preston Battle in a ruling 
Sept. 30 held Roy Hamilton, 
reporter for The Press-Scim­
itar and Charles Edmundson 
of The Commercial Appeal 
in contempt of his order to 
limit pretrial publicity in the 
iR.aycase. 

Hamilton and Edmundson 
pleaded the constitutional 
guarantee of a free press 
and other grounds in appeal­
ing Judge Battle's ruling. 

Clay said the intermediary 
court will hear the case, 
"but I don't know when." He 
said, ''We asked to be heard 
at the · earliest possible 
time." ...... n.-. ,·.:. ,' 

• 
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MIDIPRIS WORD> 

lated Br; Martia 
l:uther 

,P,'16[ ,11oillf<l the Jam.~ Earl !:Y 
case in to the courtroo 1\ies y 

, morning and then rolled it right 
baok out again after Judge w. 
?.reston Battle granted a motion 
to continue the trial of the ac­
cused slayer of Dr. Martin wther 
King. 

Tlle trail was reset foc Mairch 3 
and there is a pos,s;ilbiliity that it 
may be started at even a later 
date, if defense counsel is not 
ready. 

'l'he continuance was granted 
aif.ter Ray swirohed law(Y'ers, shift­
ing from Arthur J. Hlanes of Birm­
ingham to the celelbrated crimma.1 
lawyers, shilfiting from Arthur J. 
Hanes of. Bi.Pni.ngham to the cele­
brated criminal le,,wyer Percy FOre­
man of Houston, Texas. Fore­
tnan's fee is reported higher than 
HJanes'. 

Hanes refen-ed to the switch as 
a delaying t~JC AD . the par,t of 
Ray. . lif 

. ¥e;9t_e~n 3'50 witnesse, rnu1oit lili 
in env·1e by Foreman and his. 
s~af.f and this is expected to take 
a1oout t~ree months. 

. Score~ of Negro Memphians were 
dJSaPP,O~ted when . they lea.med 
.~· Kings, widow, Coretta, had de­
cided ag~13t attending the triat 
~lub women had hoped to place her 
m · ~he; SJ:>Otl~ttht and' entertain her 
dur1?g the dU!ration of the long 

,;Session. . . . 
.! It a:hso . ' . . 
'.'Dr Ki . ,;.• .• ned ~t neither 
.. ·' llJ aor i.......+.1..- p'--·. to .;be in · ~•- · ....,.. 
trial. Tl) ·· ,~~n~ 
of Mans ·. 4 ~'f · . .Kmg 

. slain civil ~..;. ~~le,, .9{. ~he 
· ~m ,.. ·-~¼f'l'I . . . \• ls :the ODiy 
· etn!,.er o,t, · ~. ~ .fji.m,iiy ~12e'- · 
d'uledt to OOOll'PY a. ~ se.t i,n 
the courtrooan . . . . . . t 

:As'¥ as ~d b& •. l.. . ' .. ;•· . 
1ot-·nn;~-~~ ·· .. ~.~: 
.'clqdillL ... MY,·~~-,'.,··· · ., ' 
has aiii>ff i~ S, .seat in: the' a-mall . ~- , '.,-.. ,:,,. 
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section resel"Vled .for the Klng 
family and friends. 

General feeling among Negroes 
in Memphis and other: sections of 
the country is that behind-4he­
scene forces "'D,re _ at" :work attempt­
ing to. de1ay open,illig of the trial. 
Tllis feeling was given strength ov­
er the weekend when Ray switched 
la'V/ilr&s 81il,P his new attorney an­
noun:c~d he--would seek a postpone-

• 

ment to give him """"""""' +mne t.o· WIH}'~'v -~ • 

prepare his case. . . -.,:; . 
The new defense attorney, wea,l• 

thy Perey Foreman, denied a< r~.; 
port that the Ku Kiux Kloo. or a· 
similar organization is invollveii in· 
financial arrangements. ~ was 
quoted as sa,yli.ng he ba:d ~'.Ulk:-­
ed a numlber of times by the Klan 
and other · Ol'lfiAilliR±i<v . to · · eniter·~ 
the case l:)efore. RaiY"s a.rr.est but, 

had ref-used;,;:·:~,: · --,,t~ .;_ ~~f.~~;;" . 
. . . ' .~-~f.,,4--,,. 

•T~e.sla.Y,iPg,, ~p,kh;~'1,'.~L · · · · 
nat1oll8l littentiqn H110m.·.,, 
lbeg,lnnmg, will be .well; ' 
the hews niJell!l;j;. Wri'flli; 
250 menilJ>e'ra.Of :~- ·-_ · · • 
local · represen,Uffi;tl$~at~ . · 

' ;. .. , ., ~ ··.• 
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only :112 ,~ i~1~e courtroom 

haNe been sTasce~or the pres.s. 
special arr·angements have been 
made ;wh1ch enbale reporters 
from svera.l newSJpapem to take 
turns 1n the courtroom. News pho­
tographers and TV cameramen will 
not ·be allowed in the courthouse 
,building. 

Only three Negro newsmen have 
been spotted from the Memphis 
World another from the Tri-State 
Defender, and the. third from New 
York. 

A · spacious press room nas !been 
set up it'!or reporters on the Poplar 
Alvenue side of the courthouse 
builiCfing. It is the room used by 
motorists ap,plydng for motor ve­
hicle licenses. 

I Newsmen have been scr'eened ov­
er a period of months. They must 
wear iid'entiflic-ation cards showing 
their picture and fingerprinots be­
fore gaining entrance to the court­
room. SheTiiM's deputies will search 
all newsmen and members of the 
public. 

-R,ay's deposed attorney, Arthur 
Hanes ST. of Birmingham and the 
late Dr. King were considered per­
sonal foes in the early 10005 when 
Dr. King was leading protest 
marches in Birmingham. Attorney 
Hanes a former maYQr of that 
city. 

At tha-t time, Hanes was quoted 
as saying of~- King, '"He should 
be put out of circulat'ion because if 
any group, or~anization or person 
can di'vide a country then it is 

I :Wrong an:~ shall be stopped." 

• 
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1 judge Denies··· 2 Reporters~==--, 
Hearing in Contempt· Case ' 

Judge Mark Walker of the 
Tennessee Court of Criminal 

1 Appeals today refused to 
grant a hearing to two Mem­
phis· newsmen who were cit­
ed for contempt for writing 
-stories about the James Earl 
Ray case. 

The Covington judge de­
. nied a petition for certiorari 
asking the court to review 
the matter and reverse 

_ Crizugi~urt Judge W. 
Preston Battle. 

Judge Walker ruled he . nation of Dr. Martin Luther 
. could not assume jurisdic• -King was continued last 
tion because the lower court week to March 3 after he 
had not passed sentence and . switched attorneys. . . .,. 
thus its action was not final. Armistead Clay, attorney 

The two rep9rj:e,rs., Roy B. for the newsmen, said Judge ·· 
Hamilton of The Press-Seim- Walker's decision paves the '": 
itar and Charles Edmundson way for an appeal to the 
of The Commercial Appeal, Tennessee Supreme Court. 
were held in contempt Sept. The state Supreme Court 
30. on charges they violated last week refused to consider , 
Judge B a t t I e 's orders the · case -· until application 
against pretrial publicity. had been made to the Court ; i 

Ray's trial in the· assassi- ~f Criminal Appeals. tr--~~ 
74

\'· 
I ,.,_,,..•,:• t.· :I ~ '- ., ...... ~~·-•-•t-""!...~.,:.,...~,......-;<"o1' -....,. 
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,. Newsmen's Appeal 
· Ruled Premature 

Sentence For Contempt Is 
Due First, Judge Says 

A conviction for contempt of 
court cannot be appealed un­
less sentence has been pro­
nounced, Criminal Appeals 
Judge Mark W~lker of Coving­
ton ruled yesterday. 

Judge Walket announced his 
ruling in the case of two Mem­
phis newspaper reporters held 
in contempt in the James Earl 
Ray case by Criminal Court 
Judge W. Preston .Battle.' , 

Judge Walker held .that 
Judge Battle's contempt con­
viction of ,Charles ~dmundson 
of The Commercial Appeal and 
Roy Hamilton of the Memphis 
Press-Scimitar will not. be­
come final and subject to ap­
peal until Judge Battle pro­
nounces a sentence. 

Judge Battle held the two 
newsmen, and also attorney 
Arthur J. Hanes Sr. of Bir­
mi n g h a J!l1 and investigator 
Renfro Hays of Memphis, in 
contempt Sept. 30. He held 
them in violation of a pretrial 
publicity order in the case of 
Ray, charged with the April 4 
murder of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

Armistead Clay, attorney for 
the reporters and the Memphis 
Publishing Co., said Judge 
Walker's ruling opens the way 
for an appeal to the Tennessee 
Supreme Court. The Supreme 
Court earlier held that peti- \ 
ions of certiorari and superse-

1 
deas should b~ taken first to 
the Court of :Criminal Appeals.· 

• 

• 

I• 
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No Light Shed On Possible! 

Memphis Member Of 

Defense Team 

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON 

Percy Foreman, Texas attor-! 
fley who has taken over the 
defense of James Earl Ray, 
conferred yesterday with his, 
client in the Shelby County; 
Jail but delayed announcing 
what Memphis attorney he 
wcuIcl ask to aid him in the 
case. 

Mr. Foreman came here 
after a five-hour conference in 
Birmingham with Arthur J. 
Hanes Sr. and his son, Arthur 
Jr., whom Mr. Foreman suc-
ceeded 10 days ago as Ray's 
counsel. 

To give Mr. Foreman time 
to acquaint himself with the 
case of Ray, charged with the 
murder of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., Judge W. Preston: 
Battle set the case forward at 1 
least till March 3. 

In Birmingham Mr. Hanes 
said he and his son conferred! 
with Mr. Foreman from 4 to 9 
p.m. Monday. "We gave him 
the benefit of all our research 
and evidence," Mr. Hanes 
sad. 

Before counsel was changed, 
it was learned that defense 
71nn5 caled for an examina-
don of Ray's bloon to see if it! 
v. ould show a combination of 
chromosomes which s o IT, e1 
scenttsts say dispose a per-

to criminality. it is nod 
anown whether such a possible: 
line of defenmn will be followed: 
by Mr. Foreman. 

Meanwhile it anpeared un-' 
iil..ely that Judge hattIe would 
agree to give a larger number I 
of newsmen access to the trial! 
through closed circuit televi-
sion. 

"I don't think we can do it,"! 
Judge Battle said when asked 
J whether he would consider the. 
use of closed circuit TV to car-
ry the trial to a nearby assem-: 
bly room for probably morel 
than 150 news media repre-1 
sentatives who will not get 
seats in the courtroom. 

The court has assigned 38j 
regular and 4 rotating seats to 
newsmen. 

In Los An the judge; 
who will conduct the trial of! 
Sh-han Sirhan, charged with 
killing Senator Robert F. Ken-
nedy, says he favors the use of 
I closed circuit television to car- I 
ry the trial to newsmen who! 
cannot be seated in his court-! 
room. Thirty-five seats arej 
provided for newsmen there. 
Whether the plan is carried 

through there will depend, it is 
understood on the reaction of! 
the prosecuting and defending 
attorneys 

Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale 
said, "I'm against it" when 
asked his reaction to the Cali-
fornia proposal. Mr. Foreman, 
has not given his reaction. I 
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1111"s"I" I"s  cy  
hd by Jcii! In S  Cell 

Percy Foreman, the volatile Texas attorney defending 
James Earl Ray, charged with murder in the death of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. was back in Houston today after 
paying a visit to his new client in Memphis yesterday. 

Foreman said, "I saw him yesterday and that is all I'm 
going to say." He visited Ray in his Shelby County jail cell. 

Foreman is the man who succeeded Arthur Hanes Sr., of 
Birmingham, Ala., as attorney for Ray just before Ray was 
to have gone on trial. The   
switch in attorneys forced 
postponement of the trial. 
Hanes said in Birmingham 

that he has met with Fore-
man and has supplied Fore-
man with material he com-
piled while he was Ray's 

lawyer. Foreman left Bir-
mingham and spent yester-
day in Memphis, before re-
turning to Houston. 

Meanwhile, Shelby County 
£r"  Court Judge W. 
Preston Battle v i r t u a 11 y 
ruled out the use of closed 
circuit television to provide 
newsmen with electronic 
coverage of the Ray trial. 

Ray is now slated to go on 
trial March. 3. Various news 
agencies have been allotted 
38 regular seats in the court-
room and four others on a 
rotating basis. 

"I don't think we can do 
it," Battle replied when 
asked if he would consider a 
private television hookup for 
newsmen. 

County Dit.AtXy. Gee. 
Phil M. Canale, prosecutor 
in the Ray case, said "I'm 
against it." 

.- - 
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Hui~ Voices No Doubt 
,. 

Of Ray's Involvement 
There is no doubt as to James Earl Ray's involvement in 

the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and this has "been 
_ understood" between him and Ray from the beginning, author 
William Bradford Huie said yesterday. 

Apparently stung by suggestions that his articles in Look 
magazine, based on handwritten notes from Ray, may damage 
Ray in his trial on a charge of murdering J)r. Kin3-, Mr.Huie 
said some key facts in the case are so clear "they could be 
stipulated by any defense law-•- = -- _ 

yer." • - - • \ Mr. H·uie's statements ap-
Percy Foreman, Ray's new pear td confirm reports cur-

attorney, and Melvin Belli,! rent for three months or more 
noted California attorney, are that had Mr. Hanes remained 
among those who have been as Ray's attorney he would 
critical of Ray's former coun- have pleaded that Ray acted 
sel, Arthur J. Hanes Sr. of as a dupe for others. One such 
Birmingham, for co-operating report said the defense would 
with Mr. Huie in obtaining plead that Ray acted as a 
material for the Lodk articles. decoy for the "real killer" and

1 

• that the gun left on South Maini 
Mr. Foreman has not dis- was a "plant" to throw policei 

cussed the matter for quota- off the trail. 
tion. But Mr. Belli in a tele- Mr. Huie repeated that Dr. 
phone interview with The King's murder resulted from a 
Commercial Appeal Saturday conspiracy, as he wrote in 
said, "The (Huie) articles Look, but would not say wheth­
leave the impression Ray was er Ray has given him the 
a dupe in a conspiracy and names of any co-conspirators. 
would have shot anyone." "If he'd told me any other 

Mr. Huie retorted that, "In conspirator~, it would not be 
dealing with Ray, I made it a~y g~od till ~he ~BI arrested 
clear from the beginning we'd t_ em, he said. It would be 

1 
h . hbel per se for me to name 

have to_ revea. ,e was m- them. If the FBI can't make 
volv~d (m Dr. Kmg s murder). the case, I sure can't." 
R~y ~ purchase df_ the g:1n 1:1 Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale' 
~1rmmgham and h_is leaving ~ttalke'd yesterday with Mr.I 
m front of Bessie Brewer s Huie by telephone 1·t , 

· h S th M · • was, rooming ous~ on ou _am learned. It is understood that/ 
are so clea~ it could be stipu•Mr. Huie was asked whether' 
lated (admitted) by any de- he would submit Ray's hand­
fense attorney." written notes to the attorney 

Mr. Huie was referring to general for use as evidence in 
the scope-sighted, pump-actionthe trial. __ ,, 
rifle abandoned near 422½ 

• 

South Main a few minutes aft- Mr. Canale would not dis-
er Dr. King was shot April 4.cuss Mr. Huie's reaction. But it ,/4 _· ,,.,,,./'_/ 
The state is expected to exhibit I f ,, ~ , 1 1:, 

1

1:? "v -
this gun at the trial as the - \... ~ r,_;_,: '\ vi , / · 
murder wei_iPo~~FBI ballis- '6-,.._", 0 , , I / / , ) 
tics expert has said it bears / " 7 L; '( 
Ray's fingerprints. fl.._, \ / V ' ·' • 

I 1fl ~L/ 

\ 

\ 
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is assumPd t~ !-.ave been fa. 
vorable, "as Mr. Huie earlier 
said, "I will withhold nothing 
useful to the State of Tennes­
see . . . I will make a full 

1
disclosure when asked to." 
i Atty. Gen. Canale said he 
i did take up with Mr. Huie 
f whether the writer himself 
would be willing to volunteer 
as a prosecution witness. 

Mr. Huie indicated he might 
consider certain material com­
ing to hi~ f;-,:;,·,i Ray as confi­
dential between himself as a 
reporter and Ray as a news 
source. He said he paid Ray 
$25,000 for about 20,000 words 
handwritten by Ray in the 
Shelby County Jail and relayed 
to him through Mr. Hanes. 

Mr. Huie has said the $25,000 
was to be used by Ray to pay 
Mr. Hanes as his defense coun­
sel and that Mr. Hanes had a 
legal paper permitting him to 
take over,.:T1i. nui\:!'s payments 
to Ray as they were remitted. 
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

'-B · l p - , ions to show cause ;wny con;; 
[j att e ostpones viction for contempt'& not in 
' C A t • order. But trials would not be Ontempt C Wn held till after Ray is tried." 

Involving FBI Ray's trial is now set forl 
March 3. 

A contempt of court hearing Judge Battle on Oct. 24 or­
for an FBI agent cited as dered Mr. Bonebrake to show 
speaking out of turn in the cause why he should not be 
James Earl Ray case has been held in contempt for having 
postponed until after Ray's said in an interview at Wichi­
trial on a charge of murdering ta, Kan., "Ray at least ban- , 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. died the murder weapon." 

Criminal Court Judge W. The charge against Mr. Bo­
Preston Battle said yesterday nebrake was set for hearing 
that a hearing for George Bo- Friday but that was when it 
nebrake, a senior fingerprint appeared Ray would go on 
specialist with FBI headquar- trial Nov.12. 
ters in Washington, was de- Four persons, including two 
ferred because it has been Memphis reporters, have been 
found "such hearings are self- held in contempt of Judge Bat­
defeating. They generate more tie's order to limit pretrial 
publicity. We want publicity to publicity in the Ray Ojiiiii.,.;~I;.\ 

subside. tence has been withheld. 
"There will be no more con-,_ 

tempt J>earjn~ until after ~he 
trial. "there may be more cita-

• 
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I Rav' s t\ttof nev~ . " 

· Batt!e Confer: 
Tri~I-Date Hearing In Kingl 

.Murder Case Delayed 
Till Wednesday 

Judge Preston Battle con­
ferred yesterday with Percy 
Fo;:(!man, attorney for James. 
Earl Ray, and agreed to post-I 
pone until Wednesday a hear­
ing to finally dete1mine the 
date of Ray's trial. The trial 
now is set tentatively for 
March 3. 

Mr. Foreman later conferred 
for 50 minutes with Ray in 
Ray's specially guarded cell in 
the: Shelby County Jail. The 
Texas attorney left yesterday 
afternoon for Los Angeles, 
where he will speak today. 

He refused all comment, ex­
cept to say, "This case was 
tried before I got into it." He 
apparently referred to world· 
wide publicity on the search 
for, arrest and background of 
Ray, the fugitive Missouri con­
vict charged with the sniper-• 
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther, 
King Jr. I 

Dr. King was slain on the 
balcony of the Lorraine Motel 

1 

on Mulberry Street the eve­
ning of April 4. 

Judge Battle set a formal 
hearing on the date for the 
Ray trial for 9 a.m. Wednes­
day. The tri.:i.l was set original­
ly for Nov. 12 but postponed at 
the last mcment because Ray 
chose to di5miss his first attor­
ney, A::thur J. Hanes, former 
mayor of Birmingham, and re­
tain ::VIr. Foreman. 

It is underscood the attorney 
general's office will oppose 
postponing the trial beyond 
March 3. It is noted that while 
the courts grant a defendant's 
right to an attorney of his 
choice, both the state and fed­
eral constitutions guarantee 
the right to a "speedy public r 
iriah" '" .. I 

• 
(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

... '!'<:1!]1essee law perm;~:, an ac:I 
cused person to be tried three I 
days after an indictment is re-· 
turned, Atty. Gen. Phil Canale 
said in arguing against a long 
continuance. Ray was indicted 
May 17. 

Before Dr. King's murder 
threw an extra load on it, the 
attorney general's office 
brought the average case to 
trial four to six months aiter 
indictment. The lag now has 
i n c r e a s e d by about two 
months. 

In another development yes­
terday, the attorney general's 
office said Ray could not be 
tried in Missouri under that 
state's habitual criminal act 
after his trial in Memphis for 
m11rder. 

:Ray would be subject to such 
a : trial in Missouri, with life I 
imprisonment upon conviction, 
except that the terms of the j 
treaty under which he was ex-1 
tradited from England forbid 
his trial on any charge except 
that specified in the extradi-1 
tion warrant - the murder of 
Dr. King. 

But Ray had 14 months to I 
serve on an armed robbery 
conviction when he escaped! 
from the Missouri State Prison 
in a bread truck. That 14 
months will still hang over 

...-hfm,.~ources said. ~ °'·"· 

• 
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firm R,ay T r[al Date 
11s 'Expecte~ Today 

Battle To Hear Attorneys 
At 9:30 

Judge W. Preston Battle will 
hear the views of defense and 

~

1 prosecution attorneys on the 1 

roper date for the trial of 
ames Earl Ray at 9: 30 this 
orning. · At the end of the 

1 

earing he is expected to set a 
1 firm date for the trial. 
I On Nov. 12 Judge Battle ten­
I tativelv set the trial for March 
i 3 but directed defense attorney 
Percy Foreman of Houston to 
apoear before him in Decem­

: ber to sciv whether he would 
1 require time beyond March 3 

I
to prepare the case. 
, The trial of Ray, charged 
: with thP sniper slaying of Dr. 
1 Martin Luther King Jr., was 
1 originally set for Nov. 12. 
Judge B.a1tle gran1ed addition- i 
al time when, two days before I 

I the trial was to begin, Ray 
i fired Arthur Hanes Sr. of Bir-
i mingham and retained Mr. 
• Foreman as his attorney in­
stead. 

Atty. Gen. Phil Canale op­
posed continuin~ the trial be­
yond the second week in Janu­
arv but lost. 

Asked last night if he will 
oopcse a trial date later than 
March 3, Mr. Canale said, "I 
I don't want to cross the bridge 
' before I come to it. I don't 
know if the defense will ask a 
further continuance." His atti­
tude seemed to leave little 
room for doubt he will oppose 
putting the trial .off again. 

: The hearing on the trial date 
I was set for last Thursday but• 
; was reset to today when Mr. I 

I Foreman appeared and asked! 
! the change. He had a date to 
1 Sl)eak in Los Angeles Thurs-
1 day. 
I It was not announced wheth• 
i er Ray will be brought to the 
i courtroom, on the second floor I 
i of' the Criminal <;_ourts Build- I 
I ing, for -today's hearing. 

1 

• 
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