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By JAMES KILLPATRICK

The tightly woven ret of evi-
dence responsible for convinc-
ing James Earl Ray to plead
guilty was gleaned from a
staggering mound of investiga-
tive reports which began to

shortly after the crime.

There
cumstancial case was strong
enough to convict Ray of being
the man who pulled the trigger
on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
‘here last April 4. Whether it
‘will prove, in the end, strong
enough - to quiet fears of a con-
‘spiracy is uncertain. In light of
‘the widespread criticism found
raround the world which fol-

99-year sentence last Monday,
this appears doubtful.

The man most responsible
for compiling the state’s case,
{Asst. Atty. Gen. James Beas-
iley, is satisfied the matter has
‘been explored as thoroughly as
humanly possible.

Mr. Beasley, a tall, strong-
jawed man who normally
works with Exec. Asst. Atty.
Gen. Robert K. Dwyer as the
attorney general’s top court-
room team, has lived with the
Ray.-case_for nearly a year.
His ‘tiny office, on, the -third

is no doubt the cir-

lowed Ray’s guilty plea and-

_Mr.

arrive at the prosecutors office .
- erything was aimed at a full-|

James Ki"pairick
T T HHIHTHTEHHHIT THTIBIN

This report was prepared
after a detailed study of the
court transcript and inter-
views with the attorney gen-
eral’s office.

AN Y

floor of the Shelby County Of-
fice Building became the cen-
ter of the prosecution effort.
Behind a door fitted with spe-
cial security equipment the re-
ports from police officers and
FBI agents began to pile up.
The total was to pass 5,000
pages and some teports on mi-

nor points are still amvmg
ST
When it became apparent

5 000 Pages Of State Bvidencé ™ 'r |
Convmced Ray To Plead Gudtyl

guilty plea for a 99-year term,
Beasley wrote the long
stipulation of evidence — facts
. that the defense agreed the

prosecution could prove —
which he read to the jury
which approved the sentence.
But in the earlier stages, ev-

scale trial.

As the reports mounted —
and a glance at the.bulging
filing cabinet sustains the
FBI's reputation for painstak-
ing thoroughness — Mr. Beas-
I-ey s secretary began a number.
ing system. The names of per-
sons mentioned in the reports
were transferred to a card file.
The page number of any sub-
sequent reference was added,
giving the prosecution instant
access to information about
any individual who had figured
in the investigation.

This system also figured in
the check on any conspiracy,
an aspect which hung over the
whole case like a shroud.

“We kept our eyes open for
any pattern of associations,”
Mr. Beasley said. “We
checked to see whether any of
the same people kant-nanning

that Ray was willing to \de a
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even being registered at the

same hotel or motel, or in the |

same town,”
No such pattern developed.
What did develop was a pic-

ture of Ray as a man who did

not have a normal relationship
with any other person — a
loner.

Does this jibe with the picture

of a man who took dancing

lessons and zipped around the.

_country in a sporty Mustang?

“We talked with one of the

dance instructors in Los An-
geles and she said that when
they had their get-togethers he

kind of sat off in the corner by
himself. He just didn’t mix,”
Mr. Beasley said.

“As for the Mus.t'ang, the boy

who sold it to him in Birming-
ham said he used to see it
parked in front of that rooming
house for a week at a time. He

didn’t seem to use it around|

town at all.”

Ray did read a lot, including|:

a paperback novel called “The
*Ninth Dimension” about a po-
litical assassin who wrapped
the weapon in a green bed cov-
er, strangely like the spread
around the weapon dropped on
Main Street after Dr. King was
shot. He also read a lot of
cheap magazines — and or-
dered items from the ads.

“If there’s one thing he did,
he did write letters,” Mr.
Beasley said. “‘His handwrit-
ing was like chicken scratches,

~attorney, Arthur J. Hanes, are

] resent the hell out of that,”

"to be an overt act. Of this

but he turned them out.”” Some
camera equipment is an exam-
le.
P “He -ordered this stuff out of
a magazine, but when it ar-
rived at the rooming house in
Birmingham it was the wrong
camera. He had left Birming-
ham by the time the right stuff
was sent and Mr. Cherpes (the
landlord) returned it. Then
Ray wrote the company from
Mexico, asking that his refund
be sent there. He wrote them
again from Los Angeles and
" asked for the rerund again.” -,

He also ordered a cheap set
of Japanese handcuffs, a $I
sample of something called EZ
Do, which makes mirrors of
ordinary glass, and faithfully
kept up installment payments
on a correspondence course in
locksmithing. All his payments
‘were in cash or money orders.

Mr. Beasley is.quite willing
to believe that somebody,
somewhere may have in-
fluenced Ray to kill Dr. King,
but suggestions of an interna-
tional Communist conspiracy,
such as raised by Ray’s first

something elsc.

And hints that the FBI, for-| -

mer U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsey
“Clark and even the local prose-
cutor’s office are in some way
covering this up are enough to
shatter Mr. Beasley's calm de-
meanor, at least momentarily.

he said, the volume of his
yoice rising. ~ - -~

. Mr. Beasley is willing to be-
lieve that someone may have
convinced Ray that whoever

killed Dr. King would be “aj

big man” — maybe somebody
in a bar, or maybe even in the
Missouri State Prison before
Ray’s escape. )

“But under Tenncssee law it
takes more than talk to con-
stitute a conspiracy there has
there is no evidence,” Mr.
Beasley said, -

“I do know he was disap-
pointed at the lack of response
from white society — no great
outpouring of defense funds. I
think he finally came to real-

ize that we (the attorney gen-

. eral's office) took a very dim

view of him_coming here and

. killjng Dr. K_ing.” .
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A natnb’nal news service has
made great capital of three

| points which it says will be the

“grassy knoll” of the King as-
sassinationg referring to the |
persistent questioning of the |
Kennedy killing in Dallas.
These are that Ray had a suit
shipped from Montreal to a
rooming house in Birmingham,
that there were unexplained
cigarct butts in the Mustang
when it was found in Atlanta
(Ray did not smoke) and that!
someone ordered a duplicate
Alabama driver’s license in

. the name of Eric S. Galt while

“ley.

~ apparently do not exist. A

- Personna razor blade on the

- had been written the'names of

1 g!e Midwest. Tney had been in

Ray was known to still be in
California.

Two of these points can be
quickly answered by Mr. Beas-
Writers have wondered how
Ray could have known about
the sleazy rooming house in
Birmingham in advance. He
didn’t, Ray went to Birming-
ham, rented the room, then
wrote to the tailor in Canada
telling him where to ship the
suit.

The mysterious cigaret butts

news story at the time the car
was found mentioned them, al-
though Mr. Beasley said he
had no recollection of any. To
be sure, he checked the FBI
report on the car. Agents had:
literally taken it apart. There)
was a list of all the items.
found — trash on the floor, a

dashboard, an old windshield
wiper blade in the trunk.
(There was even' a scrap of
Kleenex in the trunk on which

two prostitutes. The FBI
tracked the women down in




That Charlee O, Stephens, al
tenant at the rooming house,
had sern Ray when he checked
in and later heard furniture
being moved in Ray’s room.
That Willie Anchutz, another
roomer, had tried to use the
bathroom and found the door
locked. That Mr. Stephens
heard a shot from the bath-
room at about 6 p.m., and
looked out to see Ray hurrying
down the hall with a package
in his arms. That Guy Canipe,
owner of Canipe Amusement

Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale
said he “brought’up the matter
in a tclephone call to the Jus-
tice Department on Dec. 19
and asked for the depart-|
ment’s views. Mr. Canale said’
he acted alone and that “‘from
the standpoint of a prosecutor
seeking a compromise plea
and punishment is the custom
instead of the exception (bet-
ter than 90 per cent of criminal
cases in Shelby County are

Meanwhile, Mr. Canale had
contacted Gov. Buford Elling-
ton and Dr. King’s widow. The
governor had no objection.
Word was received from Mrs.
King that there was no desire
to see Ray executed, but that
they would reserve judgment
on whether there was a conspi-
racy.
Judge Battle sajd that Mr.
Foreman approached him
sometime in February.

Los Angeles when Ray was
there, aithougn™ both denied
knowing him.)

But no cigaret butts.

The driver’s license question
remains unanswered. Ray was
definitely in Los Angeles when
someone called the state office
in  Montgomery, Ala., and
asked that a duplicate license
be mailed to the Birmingham
rooming house, at 2608 South

Highland. Ray at that time
was preparing to leave Califor-
nia — he already had filled out
,change of address cards for
{the Post Office, giving a new
address as General Delivery,

said Ray could have made the
call himself by long distance.
It is not known who picked up
the license at the Birmingham
address and mailed the 25 cent
handling fee to the state.

Back at the prosecutor’s of-
fice, as Ray’s original trial
date of Nov. 12 approached,
the staff started checking out
some of the potential witness-
es. Mr. Beasley, Mr. Dwyer
and John Carlisle, chief inves-
tigator for the attorney gener-
al’s office, went to Birming-
ham, Atlanta, Los Angeles —

Atlanta — and Mr. Beasley|

handled in that manner).”

public  defender
named co-counsel by Judge W.

. he discussed a guilty plea with
Mr. Foreman on that day and
several days later approached
the attorney general (The
Commercial Appeal reported
‘Ithe meeting at the time, al-
though both parties officially
denied it). Mr. Foreman was
convinced that no prosecutor
would be able to resist the
spotlight a trial would bring,
“You’ll never be able to plead
this case. There’s too damn
much publicity.” But he told
Mr. Stanton to give it a try
anyway, ¢ -
Mr. Stanton said Mr. Canale

-)

then to Canada, London and
Lisbon, Portugal — all points’
on the trail of James Earl
Ray. .
Mr. Beasley said these trips
allowed the prosecution to de-
cide which of the many poten-
tial witnesses should actually
be called — how to present all
the evidence, but without du-
plication. Many of the witness-
'es were reluctant to testify and
‘had to be cajoled.

Shortly after Ray fired Mr.
Hanes, the former Birming-
ham mayor who had made
much of his Communist con-
spiracy theory, and hired Per-
cy Foreman, on the eve of the
trial, the strategy changed to-|
ward a possible plea of guilty.
There is some difference of
opinion as to_just how this
arose. T PR

LY

promised to discuss the possi-
bility with Mr. Dwyer and Mr.
Beasley and that several
weeks later he was informed
that Mr. Canale would accept
a plea, but only if Ray would
take a 99-year sentence and
only if the request came from
the defense.

‘““He (Canale) couldn’t afford
to be in a position of offering a
deal because of all this publici-
ty,” Mr. Stanton said.

The day after Christmas,
Mr. Stanton called Mr. Fore-
man in Houston and told him
about the proposition. Mr.
Foreman said he doubted that
Ray would go along and when
he first broached the subject to
Ray that is what happened.
“Mr. Foreman, you don’t know
the facts. I'd rather take my

Hugh Stanton Sr., the county
who was

Preston Battle on Dec. 12, said

“He asked mé then, infor-

"mally, for information regard-
ing a guilty plea. He also
asked whether a guilty plea
could be settled with a life
sentence. I said, ‘“Whoa, that's
only 13 years in this state and
the very least I'd consider is 99
years.” I told him that before
anything could be done there
would have to be a waiver of

Co. at 424 South Main, and two
customers, Bernell Finley and
Julius Graham, saw a man
drop a package in the doorway
there (it contained the rifle
and a small zipper bag
wrapped in a green bedspread)
and then drive off in a white
Mustang which, had been
parked in front.

That police officers who had
been at Fire Station No. 2, at
Main and Butler, heard the
shot and ran toward the motel

the defense motjons and that
examination of Ray}‘ would

have to -take place in open
court at which time Rdy would
have to make clear ‘that he
understood .- what the plea
meant.” ,7

-

-Time was running short,
with Ray’s trial scheduled to
start on March 3. On'Feb. 14,
the judge granted a five-week
postponement, to ‘April 7. A
week later, on Feb.| 21, Mr.
Foreman shambled jnto Mr.
Canale’s office with a formal
offer of a guilty plea. He car-
ried a letter signed by Ray.

Mr. Beasley set |to work
writing the stipulation. Briefly
this is what it saidl e state
could prove: ©" ‘

That Ray checked; into the:
lrooming house at 422145 South.
Main on the afternoon of April|
4 under the name of John Wil-
lard and that Mrs. Bessie
Brewer could identify ' him,
That Ray selected a room ov-
erlooking the Lorrajne Motel,
where Dr. King was staying.
That shortly afterward he pur-
chased a pair of binoculars

chances with a trial,” Ray
said. ¢ R ,

- .

from Ralph Carpenter at Y rk
Arms Co., a few blocks north

house,

on Main. That Mrs. Elizabeth
Copeland and Mrs. Peggy Hur-
ley who worked across the
street, would identify a white
Mustang which had been
parked -near_ the rooming

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

— and that some searched the
brushy area behind the motel|
(a report by Dr. King's chauf-|
feur, Solomon Jones, that he
'saw a man ‘‘with something,
white over his face” run from
‘this area had been a. key
point).’ “

That officers entered the
room Ray had rented and
found a chest had been moved
away from a window which
offered a view of the Lorraine|
and that straps from the bino-
culars (they were in the bag
.dropped on Main Street) were
.in the room. That a check of
the bathroom showed scuff
marks in the bathtub where
someone had been standing
and that an indentation on the
window sill — which was cut
away and sent to the FBI labo-
ratory — matched marks on
the barrel of the rifle found on
Main.

[ .

That a check of motel rec-
ords showed a man using the
name Eric S. Galt had stayed
at the Rebel Motel on [Lamar
the previous night an! that
Galt had been driving a white
Mustang with Birmingham,
Ala., license.

That the rifle, a 30.06 Rem-
ington pump with iriescope
sight, had been purchased at
' Aeromarine Supply Co. in Bir-
‘mingham on March 30, with a
‘trade-in of another rifle pur-:
chased the previgus day by a!
man using the name Harvey|




Lowmeyer and that clerks in
the store and Capt. John De-
Shazo, an Army doctor sta-
tioned now in Japan, would
identify Ray as Lowmeyer.
That the white Mustang had
been purchased from William
D. Paisley in Birmingham, for
$1,995 cash, by Ray, using the
name Eric S. Galt and an ad-
dress of 2608 South Highland
-and that Ray subsequently got

plates under that name.
That Ray left Birmingham

five weeks and then moving to
Los Angeles. That Ray became
friendly swith Miss Marie Mar-
tin, a waitress at the Sultan
Room (here again Mr. Beasley
pointed out the lack of & nor-
mal relationship. Ray would
sit at the bar for hours and
talk to Miss Martin when she
wasn’t busy, but he never took
her out to dinner or to a mov-
ie, or anywhere.)

That through Miss Martin he
met her cousin, Charles Stein,
and that on Dec. 15 Ray drove
Charles Stein to New Orleans,
returning on Dec. 19 with
‘Charles Stein_ his wife, Rita,
and two children.

K

a driver’s license and license

about Oct. 5, 1967, and went to ;
Mexico, staying there- about

From Los Angeles, the stipu-
lation said, the state could call
a laundry owner to identify
marks on underwear dropped

at the murder scene, a dance|

studio proprietor and a bar-
tending school owner, Thomas
Reyes Lau, to identify Ray as
Eric S. Galt and a plastic sur-

geon, Dr. Russell C. Hadley, to|’

tell about corrective surgery
on Ray’s distinctively pointed
nose, - - -~

The stipulation also said the
state could prove that:

On his way back from Cali-
fornia stopped on March 22 at
the Flamingo Motel in Selma,
Ala., near where Dr. King was
supposed to make a speech.
That he rented a room in an
Atlanta rooming house on
March 24 and that a city map
found in the room had Dr.
King's home, office and church
circled. That on April 5 resi-

dents of the Capitol Homes||

area in Atlanta saw a man :‘Ray's trail' to London, to Lis-|

park a white -Mustang and
walk away and that on the
same morning Ray picked up
laundry at the Piedmont Laun-
dry. That six days later the
FBI was called about the car
and that human hair found on
items in _the car later was
Jmatched ‘with “Samples- taken

‘obtaining  thHe passport, al-
-though all the information he

. certificates under the two

from Ray when he was given a'

haircut in Fthefshemlby County:
Jail, ; ‘

The stipulation then moved
to Toronto, Canada, where

.Ray used, the names Paul

Bridgeman and Ramon George
Sneyd, obtaining a Canadian
passport under the latter
name. ‘\ i

Mr. Beasley does not dis-
count the possibility that Ray
may have had some help in

used in getting duplicate birth

names was readily available in
newspaper files in the public
library. “He spent a lot of time
in waterfront .bars and if
there’s one thing a con can
spot it’s anbther con, Maybe
somebody told him how to go
about it.” [«-. | .

The stipulation| then traced

bon, Portugal, d back to
London where he\was arrest-
ed. i

Mr. Beasley’s document said
that George Bonebrake, an
FBI fingerprint expert, would
testify that Ray’s prints were
on the rifle, on the bihoculars,
on a can of Schlitz beer, on a
bottle of shaving lotion pur-
chased at a Rexall store in
Whitehaven (no great detec-
tive story there, a sticker on
the’ bottle identified the store)
and on an April 4 issue of The
Commercial Appeal, all found
in the byndla.drapped in front
of Canipe’s store. .~
\.".,, ' PRI
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This mase of syidence ap-
parently is what persuaded
Ray to plead guilty. Two or
three days after Foreman re-
ceived Mr. Beasley’s stipula-
tion he said Ray would agree
to it. For insurance, the ap-
proval of Ray’s brothers, John
and Jerry, was obtained too.

Up to the last minute, Ray
continued to waiver and Mr.
Foreman went over the docu-
ment again with him last Sun-
day, after the special hearing
had already been set.

Mr. Stanton said that inves-
tigators for the defense — and
William Bradford Huie, the au-
thor who had bought Ray’s
handwritten story — found
they could not verify many of
the things they had been told.
“We quickly established that
all of this so-called favorable
testimony — like the man in
‘the bushes — just didn't ex-

ist.” ===

Mr._Beasley has his own
ideas. o

“I think he came to realize
that his conspiracy story
wouldn’t stand up under in-
tense cross-examination. I feel
sure he planned to take the
stand, I think that’s one of the
reasons he fired Hanes. Hanes
didn’t want him to. I think he
figured that by pleading guilty
and making a statement -in
court like he did he would keep
the conspiracy story alive.”
There was plenty of ammun-
tion for the cross-examination,
a special skill of the more
fiery Mr. Dwyer.
After Ray bought the first
rifle, a 243-caliber bolt action,
he called Aeromarine Supply
and said he wanted to trade it
in for a 30.06 weapon, saying
his brother thought the 243

t"asg’t::he right rifle. (This
ention of & brother, inciden-

tally, ig the basis for the origi-
nal federal conspiracy charge,
which is still open.) When FBI
agents picked up the 243 at the
store later, they found that a
flaw in the bolt prevented it
closing on a cartridge. The ri-
fle could not have been fired.
“If he'd got on the stand and
said his co-conspirator told
him to switch rifles, we would
have asked him something
like: ‘Isn’t it true that the first
rifle wouldn’t operate and you
didn’t want to admit you were
not such a big man by letting
the store know you couldn't
figure out what was the mat-
ter?’ Mr. Beasley suggested.

But it was the little things
with which the prosecutors in-
tended to impress the jury.

A styrofoam box was found
in the trunk of the Mustang.

parison shopping and conclud-

|
ed it looked like a box in which
the Polaroid 220 cameras wera
packed. When Ray was arrest-
ed in London he had a Pola- *
roid 220 camera in his suit-
case. It fit the box perfectly.

And then there was the tran- -
sistor radio found in the bag he .
dropped in Memphis. One spot -
on the plastic case had been -
scraped away. The FBI lab ¢
was able to bring out the num- "
bers ‘‘00416” but nobody could
make any sense out of it. b

Then, on April 19, FBI
agents going through the 53,000 -
fingerprints in the bureau’s fu- .
gitive file matched the prints'
found in Memphis and Atlanta ',
with those of a Missouri pris- .
on escapee named James Earl
Ray.

“The number then became
another link in the chain,” Mr.
Beasley said. *“James Earl
Ray’s prison number was
00416." LS
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~Jim Beasloy (left) And Robert K. Dwyer .
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By BERNA

Associated
Judge W. Preston Battle

%‘uﬂﬂTruth In Ray' Case |
Still Mystery To Judge

RD GAVZER

Press Writer

said yesterday that he beljeves |

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

The judge,

the full truth still is not known about James Earl Ray and the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

in whose court Ray pleaded guilty to the

/

i

slaying of King and where the

produced the answers.

like to know how Ray actually
found the spot from which to
fire. How did Ray know where
Dr. King would be? How did
he determine the type of weap-
on to be used? What are the
details of the actual purchase
and selection of the weapon?
Was he alone in surveillance of
the Lorrair}e Motel?

“Most puzzling of all, is his
escape from Memphis. To me,
it seems miraculous that he
was able to flee to Atlanta
despite the all-points bulletins
without his white Mustang
being spotted on a highway.”

Dr. King was shot to death
April 4 as he stood on the
balcony of the Lorraine Motel.
The killer was reported to
have fled in a white Mustang.

The judge said there is much
speculation about possible an-
swers, but nothing based on

it gone to trial, said that like many other Americang he

remained puzzled about several unanswered questions.
But he said he is convinced"

that a trial would not have |zling him, why did Battle con-

“Like others, I would truly agreement to allow Ray to

case would have been heard had

With these. questions puz-
cur in the defense-prosecution

change his plea and take a
99-year sentence? Ray could
have have been sentenced to
death if he had been found
guilty.

“I was convinced then and
am convinced now that the
trial would have muddied our
'understanding of the substan-
tial evidence which established
Rag as the klller,” the judge
sai G i

“It is an error to assume!
that the prosecution would;
have had a chance to cross-ex-

cojnmncrnb APPEA

T MEMPRIS,
|

Missouri State Penitentiary, or
;about persons who gave him
any aid before or after the
slaying of Dr. King.

“That assumes Ray would
have taken the stand. I doubt
very seriously that defense
counsel would have risked

fact and evidence.
“I’d like the full proof,” he
said. ““And as I said on March
10 when the agreement was
reached to permit Ray to
change his plea to guilty, there
is no end to our interest or to
the law’s responsibility and de-
termination. ‘
‘““There has been much talk|
of a conspiracy,
saying so has yet produced a
single shred of evidence or
‘named an associate or conspir-
|ator.”

placing Ray in such a position.

all along has been one of the
main problems between Ray
and various men who have
acted for the defense. They
counseled against it, and he
kept wanting to take the risk.

‘““‘Suppose he had taken the
stand, the public should under-
stand that this would not guar-
antee that this would have cast
light upon these puzzling ques-
tions. In an adversary pro-
ceeding, each side tries to

make the.-hest-c3se, and so
some things might be exagger-

amine Ray about his finances, ;
or how he escaped from the:

In fact, as I understand it, this

Edition: -
| Author:
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Character:

or

Classification:

Date: 3“/7” é?

Bdttor: GORDON ANNA

‘I«F TeY t{IS

Submu‘nnq Office:

D Being Investigated

i Aoty

Jr ;sh\:mm% FHLED, M

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ated, some minimized or ob-
scured. AT

“Had there been a trial,
there could always have been
the possibility, in such an emo-
tionally charged case, of a
hung jury. Or, though it may
appear far fetched now, he
could have perhaps been ac-
quitted by a jury.”

Battle said he thinks that
some of the unanswered ques-
tions ultimately will be an-
swered by Ray. He said he
thinks that Ray- has enjoyed
the notoriety and will periodi-
cally explain various details of
the crime. ¢ -

The record indicates a rath-
er careful proceeding in which
Battle attempted to avoid any
happenstance that could be in-
terpreted as judicial error or
seized upon as grounds for ab-
rogating the agreement.

He repeatedly examined Ray
as to Ray’s understanding of
the agreement and whether he
was doing this of his free
choice.

“The law requires only two
things in such a proceeding,”
the judge said. “‘One is that we
present the body of the corpus
delicti, and the second is that
evidence be presc¢hted estab-
lishing that the defendant was
-involved with the crime,

“This was accomplished
through the witnesses who ap-
peared and testified to the last
living moments of Dr. King
and to the nature and cause of
death. The evidence relating
Ray to the slaying was stipu-
lated and read in open court
by the state, and this described
the chain of evidence which
would have been introduced in
a trial.” TR
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Canale Says Ray | o \
Eyeing Short Term pacz 2 J

Phil M. Canale, Shelby Coun-
ty attorney gencral, said yes- 4 :
terday Jan};es Earl Ray admit- CO TRIRCIAL APPEA]
ted killing Dr. Martin Luther ‘
King Jr. and accepted a 99- —_
;year prison term because he LIFM?H‘,‘,’S’ TENN o
thinks he will be out of prison ‘

;in two years.

: Mr. Canale said defense at-
I torney Percy Foreman told
thim Ray said he would be free
in two yeprs, hut did not speci-
fy whether he inténded to gain
;freedom through court actlon
:0r a prison break.

+ There have been reports
from the Tennessee State Pris-
ion in Nashville where Ray is
i confined in t};le n;axim}x}xm se-
curity unit, that he is having : o2 7, ,
second thoughts about his deal . Date: 3/ é 7
~{and may try to have the sen- Edition:

tence overturned. Author:

Mr. Canale said on WHBQ- ‘ Editor:
TV’s Press Conference the .. GORDON NANXA
only legal way Ray could do Title:
this would be through a writ of
habeas corpﬁs."hxch 'would

Character:

or

Classification: MT:HPHIS .
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RAY’S

’Pwo of Memphis® leading civil .
rights leaders, both ministers, were
eritical of the swift trial Monday
that made it possible for a 99
year sentence  to bhe imposed on
Jamés Earl Ray, confessed slayer
| ’cnf r. Martin Luther King. /

e Rev. James L. Lawsonpilr.,
pftor of Cen!t'enaxy “Onited Metho-
t Churnch and a close friend of

he late Dr. King, said ‘Once a-

SPEEDY

gain, one of our institutions, the the murder. This did not happen‘
court, has proved unable to give What it means is that most black
black people a basis for hope. < [people will have massive unsolved

. , que%mms -
a special statement to the
mphis World, he said: “Before! “The w}ute people may now- e
the trial I was told on goocd au-  able to put aside their guilt. They
thority that much cf the evidence ha,ve a scarificial lamb  serving 99
would  be- presented. in the trial | years. But, for those  ‘of us who
shcwing where' Ray got the money | seek to follow the dream of Mar-
and connecting him directly “with ' tin Km the city and’ society: are

boi’h diseased - by the o

virus - of -racism. -
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NAACPOfficial
Hits Handling
0f Ray Case

The handling of the case of (Indicate

- James Earl Ray came under newspape‘:’?:ex;yng:: :’tiate.)
fire yesterday from the presi-
dent of the Nashville chapter
of the NAACP. /

“Wrong rules the land whil
waiting justice sleeps,”. s d
the Rev. Peter Crawfordixho
glso 1% pasﬁog of Nakslhville’s
t. John AME church. ‘“The S

average Negro feels disap- NAS,%V]Z’.]:‘%E
pointment with the manner in TENNESSEAN
which they dealt with this

case.” .

Ray pleaded guilty last
week to the assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
last year in Memphis. Some
contend his plea, and accept-
ance of a 99-year prison term,
stifled a fuller presentation of
facts that might have come
out of a court trial of the case.

THERE WERE indications
during and after Ray’s court
appearance that he was sorry

" he had made the plea. There
has been much controversy - ¢
surrounding the possibility Date: 2 - (v 7
Ray may have been only one Edition:

~ of several persons involved in )

" the murder. Author:

; OX T
] think it's about time we eduor: JOXIN SEYC PN THALER

" think about people,” the Rev. Title:
Mr. Crawford said last night
in response to a question as

* to whether he thought the
handling of the case may have

. aroused sympathy for Ray or
among Negroes. Classification: 47

_ «f there is a possibility he tcation: 4 TMPHTS

. had to take ﬂi]e rag folr some-
body else, why shou dn’t he ng Investi

“win the sympathy of every- [ Being Investigated
body — not just Negroes?”’ the
Rev. Crawford said.

“Why shouldn’t Negroes feel
as sorry for him as every-
body else?”

—  NASVILLR, TENN.

Character:

Submitting Office:

" MEMPHIS y
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\ Assassinafion
Invesfigation

Asked by Unit

The Tennessee Council on
Human Relations called yes-
terday for appomtment of a
presidential commission to in-
vestigate the assassination
last April of Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr.

In a resolution unanimous-
ly - approved by those attend-
ing a quarterly meeting of
the board of directors here,
the council noted ¢lingering
questions of conspiracy in the
assassination.”

JAMES EARL Ray pleaded
guilty last week to King’s
assassination in Memphis and
was sentenced to 99 years in
prison.

In otpér action yesterday
the cgpfincil named Ad Ham-

“ministrative
ton Bryant

’Th“REV"nggms Eary Nash-
ville, was"name ass1stant di-
rector to work with Negro
mirﬂsters,.ha:e_l.q' developing
“Operation Breadbasket.”

A - 1987 - Leb € -S4
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| Sirong NAACP, AME Statement On Ray Seen

wBY ROBERT CHURCHWELL
% The Rev. Peter G. Crawford,
l;president: of the Nashville
£Lhapter of the NAACP and
Yastor of the oldest congrega-
tion of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church here, said to-
day he expects the NAACP and
the AME’s annual conference to
grissue “strong statements” next

v -ayeek on “the disappointment of
Negroes in the handling of the
James Earl Ray Case.”

The Rev. Mr. Crawford, pas-
tor of .St. John AME Church,
1822 Formosa St., said he felt
the two organizations would act
to express feelings not only of
Negroes but of “others dis-
turbed by the case.”

Wrong Rules

“Wrong rules the land while
waiting justice sleeps,” said the
NAACP president, adding that

“the average Negro feels disap-|

pointment with the manner in
which they dealt with this case.”
Ray pleaded guilty Monday
and quickly was sentenced to
99 years in prison for the slay-
ing of Dr. Martin Luther King.
Ray stated he did agree with
opinions that no conspiracy was
involved in the gssassination of
Dr. King. ‘
- The Rev. Mr. Crawford noted
that an AME department head,
Dr. H. Ralph Jackson, one of

the leaders of the Memphis|

garbage strike that preceded Dr.
King’s assassination, “and oth-

ers of our Memphis ministers,” |

‘will attend the special confer-
ence Tuesday through Thursday
at Bethel AME Church.

Dr. Jackson, former pastor of
the host church, will address the
conference Wednesday morning.

“I know these Memphis men

will want to act and along with |-
Dr. Jackson and myself we will|

probably get a strong statement

out of the conference,” the vet-| .

inister said.

eran
Thy

ev. Mr, Crawford said| :

the “quickie” trial aroused spec-
ulation that a fuller presentation
of the facts in the case might
have been stifled, and that Ray
might have been only one of
several involved in the slaying.

He said he will ask the local
NAACP executive committee to
name a committee to draw a

3 i

clear in the strongest terms
possible. The executive commit-
tee meets Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.
at the NAACP Branch office,
1308 Jefferson St.

The Rev. Mr. Crawford said
that if Ray ‘“had to take the
rap” for other assassins, Ne-
groes, as well as white persons,
should re g ard his conviction

statement making this position
. e

4 i '

with sympathy.

“Tf there is a possibility he
had to take the rap for some-
body else, why shouldn’t he win
the sympathy of everybody —
not just Negroes?” the Rev. Mr.
Crawford said.

“Why shouldn’t Negroes feel
as sorry for him as everybody
else?” ey

- A i A
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newspaper, city and state.)
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.
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i Co From The Minneapolis Star
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The cause of justice and the public - Despite great pressure, the trial was -_— PACE /é
welfare were served by the deal, or. @ modeél of scrupulous fairness. The /
'} tnegotiated plea” as the American Bar_ prosecition simply lacked sufficient
: ) Association calls such settlements, that™ evidence” to win a conspiracy case.” .

;saved -James Earl Ray from possible While the Justice' Department’s investi- - -_—
s death. gation matched that into President ° CMMERCIAL ‘Pm

:, As Judge ‘'W. Preston Battle noted, Kennedys assassination, it, too, took a
Sthere has been glxl-owing revulsion - an COllllSIzll';CY" position. (?Ut apar; ‘

against capital punishment. The argu- from what Tennessee can dg, a FBI .- | 1g [ Yyt ) §
\? ments against the death penalty aregas “conspiracy warrant” is still out, and YENPRIS , hd
*!valid for Ray- as for anyone . . . even federal mvestngatxon contmues ‘ S

though his cm}?e g\ the b;loadest ?ense -
'-was against the best qualities of our ~..» ™"

3soc1ety, so beautifully symbolized by .- S F lrSt Ca'll
shis victim, the late Dr. Martm Luther

ing Jr. --- “‘*~"=’. \’
r{ Both Mrs. Coretta King and the Rev.
: t Ralph D. Abernathy, who succeded her
" Yhusband, oppose.the’ death penalty, and

'isde recalled 1t was conirary to LT.
Jngs deep own moral and religious .-

,falth But what of the “consplracy”"

'that Ray himself hinted at?”” = -

¢+ If Ray was the hired killer for a7 s I l
;!consplracy ring, and Mrs. King and 2 | R Date: 3’ - / 7«é 7
Mr. Abernathy think he was,  then Edition: !
?!Judge Battle’s quotatlﬁ? from Harrﬂ;.t : Authort
isums up succinctly the reason why . : SRS TP,
’.Rays 9%-year sentence makes sense: A/ ' ;. & | Editor como' HARNA
z“For murder though it have no tongue, i ’ e Title:

Mwiﬂ: most mxraculous or . = ‘

Igan.-._ . . ‘ "Hold itl It was a. conspifacy.

‘)’ a.,,’.—,-‘

Character:
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ne it
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iV Ferew Y ano oy
swon. Be Ty employmnm !
cnded  -oce Soy was sone
enced m’ii
In regacds i < possib
. spiracy, M. I -emar ...
- Associated £ - wrin
my view, shv e was :
spiracy. In riy view oo
Earl Ray decded, <ad he:».;
. alone do('imo‘. o kil Ve
. N Iuther ins »o chat - ooeild
shout the case It" It < .nat

1 otuous of me ;
notu . was a racist.

© hie cuse too much.© 3 e
- [N N
.. vnme back before gz th:)oum .r‘ti?s?r "
R icti - 'k»"v y
nh.” f.OﬂVlFthn MOl the thinkin, +f the wuite
rsiand thisman’sa) o ©y, e
-+ 1 icilhouse lawyer. :
e e : It was cerced Yyesierdaw
\PL,T',P iisc;élgn;g%t that Ray h.s en in. niall
. ysell d with Arthuer sioe0s, th o ovres
ae cufier poor judgel ol T eve
: . f 1 ! ‘-
j_“hi":;fzrn'hel‘ ~cheduled t;  last ~w. 2
".,,.t on any- M Heeoo Al e et
= M wai owolgese rhat v owas
z a bit fase dure oL -, interi:iional
o erats pris- Tecine. e 0aSpiracy. Mr.
o than o diewS, 7 NOG at his nome in
T Sirmar; can,  cffirmec  that

e s Loeaetter . . .
e ' ay e coote ted him, but

- Yook, Percy Fore

- «ofonse couns !
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isaid it was
twhether
ése.‘.t Ray.

it
o early to sayt
il e gy e

i  Meanwhiiv. anothor lawyer,
'Russell X. Theamwe o, arrived
‘back in & _iysa. ‘rom New|
!'York and said #:« weuld contin- '
lue an investigation into the:
conspiracy. He said the Na-
tional Association for the Ad-
]vancement of Colored People,
"wit;  which he discussed thc|
‘case in New York, is backing
inis faquiry ds are ‘‘several
inther grouns.’” .

- Mr. Tuwnapsor, who o dis-
caseel the case several times
it Jr. Hanes but never be-
came ai attorney of rece:d for
Ray ¥ 1€ was aware that
Ray l:d beeu in contact with
M:. ¥cnes. Mr. Thompson re-
fusev. to disclose any of the
irfor.cation he has about a
-onspiracy, except te sav that
he has “‘a suitcase fuli’”" and
chat it includes several tape
recordings He was accompa-
med o New Vaork by Paul
Miteiell a -rivate investiga-
tor. )

soive with the
wfanal Gl cieds. In prac-
vl o tmost any kird of a writ-|
ter ~lea is orasidgored——t does:
mo vae toomeet 0 he legid
B0 arr 27 fArag aseiln? zad)
fo, -~ 2w sevned, But it
must cite . sialic o cances in
which his rigi o damaged:
to the exten, tdi » .~ w trial is:
warranted,. .- - !

b

S
years he iy

Jhe peé Wyt s oy
Bwoore oo Batiles 1orhe!
mdge sioatirule e vas
ot shown sabficierrt ©ow il
imcrit @ new trial, the decsion!
jcould be appealec (o the ugh
er statc courts. It could even-;
tually be ‘aken into federal
court, but only after all state
remedic: are tried.

Perhaps thie most expressive
commentvesterdaycame
from Sherit’ William N. Morris
Jr., who as charged with|
keeping . safely confined
during ¢ more than seven
months e was in Shelby Coun-

“Oh, no, . ..” saia the sher-
iff, throwing up his hands. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ov. 721648 3)

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

e Yoy ;
Roy - e\
Y L ' .1‘
beo of

Sid

To Re Fnice Court

Jame: Earl R» ks soved
for a new dav i oot
‘learned yest :
iJudge W. P,

‘he  wants a nes

Thearing. o tirin ooy Fore-d
“man s nis lawy s und by!
‘makin# contact wita nis for-l
et oovver, Arthur § Hanes.

Judza 3attle, whe onfirmed

: ceived the -iter from
Roy on Tuesday, sz:d he was
“rai surprised” i any of the
qA:tions including the possibie|

rve \an to Mr. ianes, It|
uad been predictec aia pose
‘trial press confererce fast

IMonday that Ray, even,
jthough he waived the right of!
“appea! i pleading guilty to fhe,
nnurder of Dr, Maxtm Lw *wrl Date:

King Jr. and accepting a 99- Edition:

year sentence, would try s some!| Author: CURDON Fudhzd
<ort of post-cenviction action.

T5 get back before the court, )
y would have to ile a peti- Title:
tion with the criminal court

iclerk here citing errors which
would merit reversiy ; his con-
viction and ordering a rew : ; Character:

wrial. @ ] ot

Editor:

Classification:
Submitting Ottica:

- [ ] Betna Investigar
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ri:),}l " w o w)d
tay Regretted Plea
3 M ; ! e .
: werore Prison Trip
* "Saenft William N. Morris
“ovsterday  said James Earl
waay talked about changing his

~ruad about his guilty plea|’
“iven before he left Shelby I
. =':nty on the way to the state |,

Lrison,
+ "ne sheriff said Ray talked
« &ixout a post-conviction hear-

«ing while Morris und the pris-|i

torer waited for stat~ prison
«0i{icials at the sheriff's substa-
“tion on Hemcrest Road early
*March 11, - a

% ,“He to!d me he wished he
»>hesn’t piei Sed guilty, that he
Jand not inteneded to plead
i+ 'ly and that he was sorry he
-w.x that route,” the sheriff
4. He said Ray then told
m he wouid file for a rever-
.21 under the post-conviction
srocesses.
“When I told him I was glad
see him leave, he told me,
4, I'm planning on coming|
s-cK,” the sheriff said Ray
encver said he was innocent, |,
“only expressed his displeasure

«w.th the Jega] process which |,
shgd been used. :

» TRay, in, his letter to Judge
vPreston Battle, said he was
“dismissing Percy Foreman as
vhis lawyer. Arthur Hanes, the
“former Birmingham mayor |
~whom Ray fired on the eve of
“*his scheduled trial last Nov.
712, confirmed Wednesday that
“he has been contacted by Ray
vfrom the prison.

™ ‘Criminal Court Clerk James (¢
=A: Blackwell said more thanii
=100  post-conviction proceed-|
mings are filed each year in
':;Shelby County,

& A petition from Ray, which
would have to allege how his
wrights had been violated by
vearlier proceedings, would be
*dacketed in the division where
«he was tried, before Judge
¥Battle. If the judge turned
rdown the petition, Ray would

Tilien be able to appeal that

decision through the higher
“state courts and the federal
¥’courts.

™ ‘If Ray should be granted a
wmew trial under the post-con-
®viction process, he would be
aliable to all the possible penal-|
mtigs  for murder in the first
sdegree.-including death in the

welectric chair. L
oL C
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sh  causes 3 : : “I don’t think Mr. Ray is
his way to Tohe e 3 glnlt\, said Mr. Stoner.
ht to talk to ' { “That!s<one reasen we plan '”I
while ancther ! : briti a lHu suit. On the crim
a6 represented nal an s yf
ted of Filiing : tion 10 say anvihing dbout it
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filed at any time with the
Criminal Court clerk.

Observers agree that Ray
could file a writ of habeas cor-
pus claiming his conviction
was invalid, but they diffor as
to whether b+ can filr 3+ o dion
for a new trial, Sugly - wntion
would have to be fiied "vithin
30 days from thetime of con-
viction. '

There appeared little likeli-
hood that Mr. Stoner and Mr. |
Hanes would be assoi.ied in
legal representation of R~v.

Mr. Stoner first c.:ferred
with Ray in his Shelby County
jail cell Sept. 28 and soon aft-
erward Mr. tlanes told Judge
Battle there was a possibility
he would withdraw from the
case hecause he “wouid not let|.
that man Stoner be associated |
in any case I was involved,in.” |,

Although declining to tell
what was in the “very friendly
letter”” he received from Ray,
'Mr. Hanes said it did not men-
tion Mr. Stoner.

“T don’t want. to criticize any-
body,”