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a: i defense 
told 
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ccetiracy. 

all that when 
:aet and said 
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as that he acted 

.. Kyles, pastor 
a I Beptist 

n an unnsual PC-
'c'.: 21e of five wit-

• the state to 
,ha jry af-

:CC. 

"I looi:er at Jamas ' ary 
Ray sit:mg tbere Iii court-j 
:()fl and L dan't thi: mr, 
.he tl'.t piau end 

,cn.e such a cdcie by L 
The Rv, Mr. Kylas sC 

presence in tnu COUrT:c3ui ead 

his oppoctunit'' to dsc.:cs tkc 

case frankiy ith thutors - made made hm mich a''e 

willing to go aloni ; 'th 
guilty plea preceduiuu. 
dure which hs been a" '•.. 

by many Na..  wh 
a full-scale trial we:. .1 
out mare of the facts 

"I don't think there 'wcs any-
thing which could ic heer. 
brought out which wca. hi have 
changed the seraic.: or 3ovcri 

all the lie said he 
also thoe;hz die ae had done 
a korn . dh eb of ncvestigat-
leg. id&o't feel the attorney 
general has tried t hide any-
thing. 
The minister, a f:u cci of Dr. 

King for yers who was 
standing cry a few feet away 

when ac was oot, said he also 
believed ,.:t.;, Gets ?hii M. 
Cantda .,' - chart '. Dwyer, 
Canal 's cxeretve assistant, 

'A'hcfl. the, aid ',:.uld bigo-
resl sue anyl tiormation 

...Oi:s)ira :.y they are 

g: yea. 
not sdtislied." 

the ltv. Me. . yles said. Ican't 
see a a's Ike Rj executing 
it hhrsch ..hybe heS 50 awk-
ward 11r ever: thing just 
turned 
As fcc ; w''s on I ' rst in the 

court:: SUlC5t of the 
rory, . a minis-

ter said, S dan't k.nw why he 
did it." 
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The attorney cencral said 
after he trial that race was 
the motive, the Rev. Mr. Kyles 
agreed that "Ray may be a 
racist, he probably is." 
He said Mr. Dwyer had tuki 

him in confidence about sever-
al ir cnis which scen'd to 
s. ppL:t the racist thenry. 

vere cc", 1*. C\cu.s III 
'VhiCh had L&' ri 

c1r : awas a 'Ve 
- Mr. Kyles elso said 

re t: 'baa prasc'' Dr. King 
"cc. could wel have led 

aiy : a dih'. he would be lion-
eci rr iiling him. " Iwas told 

very disappointed that 
',vhhe socirev did not come to 
hiS 

Sea other Negroes were 
ess a'cased with the judicial 
era ress used. 

it wasn't justice," said 
.!r. Coirine McWilliams, as 
:st:ra manager of the Afro-- 
iur:e oom at 926 Kerr. " It 

like they had it already 
nada cv.'' 
"There should be more. of an 
apinatian given to the pub-

1. seid Allen Sims, 37, of 533 
Mitchell. "The public, 

arteelarly the black people, 
ave been shortchanged by 
'.bat has taken place in the 
cay trial. " 

' don't like the WC\ he went 
r'it b: cause it was a conspira-
cy and everybody knows 
L.-, a,. said another woman in 
'.eee'ecnroom. Sac whispered 
o dat a well-dressed white 
man at the end of the counterj 
wouldn't hear. 

Maxine Smith , execu-
dye secretary of the local 
chapter of the NAACP, said, 
"it was not the 99-year sea-
tenac, but how he got it. It 
leaves a lot of questions un-
ana"ercd and they may re-
:- air 1 o r e v e r unanswered. 
Ppersonaliy I don't believe he 
did it by himself." 

Smith said the negotiat-
ad settlement might have been 
an effort to prevent tension in 
the community during a long 

oxpreing her ap-
prove1 of the sentence, but not 

the procL..:re. Tics. Stith said 
she was re nnlcal; ci med to 
capital misia. .. ins ccii-

ccci the .. o Dr. 
King s widow, S. Corctt.a 
King, wh said due death miii-
alty woao be contrary to the 
teachings of her hue husband. 
"The cxc'rutiO ci: vir. Ray, 
who has .ot yc't told the full, 
story, wodd no serve the ends 
of justice." 

It wu I irneu that the nUor-
ney pe a -al ransulted with 
Mrs. ana leaders of the 
Southern Chrlsd a LaderShiP 
Conference about the compro-
mise ssntcnc. ic was told they 
did not wish a death penalty, 
but wceid reserve , uagement 
about the consteracy angel. 
There was supricugly little 

dissatisrctiOfl w:tl: the length 
of the penalty, although sever-
al Neg., ccc said they never had 
expected Ray to get what he 
deserved. - 

"I don't think that manye 
people were concerned with 
what happened to Ray. What 
they really waat'd to know. 
was vdte else was reOI\Ted in: 
t' i g s c sflr . Sims. 
Ray's attorney, Mr Fore-

man, who told the court he had. 
never expected to do morei 
than sr 'a Ray from teh elec-
tric chair, said he was con-
vinced there was no conspira-- 
cy. He said Ray's statement i 
court about the conspiracy was 
intended to keep that angle 
alive so that stories he could 
swil would be more valuable: 
"He didn't want to kill the 
golden goose." 

William Bradford Hule, thL 
author who paid $35,030 for' 
Ray's story and has converted 
the handwriiter notes into a 
mdgazine series, with a book 
and possible a movie in the7. 
future,. said ha was not cur-. 
priced .t Ray's statement. 
"He always has contended' 

there was anrd.her person in. 

the rosining house with him (a 
statement wldch apparently 
will a'cpear in Jae s third and 
final magazine 
Rai hiniseh' was having 

nothing more to say at pres-
ent. 

A court attachm w ent as I-
sied yeerciy on ti-ic rifle are. 

autcanobile Janet 
}Thiiuscd in the murd of :. 

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Rcnft a private 

invesdgator who worked cr1 
the case for Ray's former at-
torney, Arthur J. Hanes Sr. of 
Birmingham, Ala., got the at-
t a ci h i-n a n t from Chancellor 
Charles Neern. 
The attac"ent is the latest 

development in i-ll $ 11,001) law-
suit Mr. Hays icc filed to fees 
he camis were owing when 
Ray fired Hares last Novem 
ber and hired Percy Foreman, - 
the famed Houston trial law-
yer. 

Chancellor - Nearn said the 
attachment against a 30.06 
Remington pun:_,,; action rifle, 
a 1336 white Mustang and ais - 

$7533 in cacti wh:ch is deposit-
ed in 11.,7nion Panters National 
Bank. - 

The bull.: of the money is the 
last installment of $3T,C,00 au-
thor William Bradford Hula 
paid Ray for infcrmatiO 
about the crime. 

Ray's brothers, Gerald Ray 
and John Ray, both of St. 
Louis, were at the heaidrig yes-
terday ba did ant ,tart:cipate. 

Assistant ruba defender 
Hugh Stanten :. stood in for 
Foreman. 

Cnanceltor ' s'ar.'. to.d Mr. 
Stanton he could tee a mo.on 
to quash the attacbn'ant. Mr. 
Stanton said he would confer 
with Foreman. 
Mr. Hays a orney, C. .M. 

Murphy' argued ti-at since the 
$7,5000 was in an account 
which Mr. Foremar has ac-
cess to there was danger of it 
being removed. 
The attorney general's office 

has the rifle. The oar is b ring 
held in a Fire Department 
building but tee attorney gen-
eral has not disclosed the ex-
act location. - 
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sa id tne security 
precao:- also included 
wa1dL: - wind ws and food 
iGtS in eaci of the six cells 
and puttipg Sti p res over 
ne ' davis 'I c ci of   
lie Ji. cell - I (Indicate page rar 

IC '- O 1Zr.ai end wall and 
ndd1 of th-

. ac:vcred the 
he 

0. ac Cs't5: jnir •n the 
:eis. i:ayur-j 

N. .a 'r.., c.r: .. r f re: cHs. OF 
th,r i5t :ks 40: a metal knk 

-d na: en-mc -: end 
1L t Ot e IV 

S cad onindis-

te count- • .:': ad anyone using and down oae o.! an. a:.ozs. A shower 

cad of the bullpen, 
a:t.g a dush Lao a •o- w:icn hid the 

oak v. c fr-:- iew of the 
T. t cd a 

ra J'eiu:esair:gs were simpie 
and bnc2i 

a ........ the lorio side, three! 
•..d net-- -.-3 and -a cm-ri tat atl 

al:.- - th •- d : i. eay sat to confer 'tth 
fey or L7 err rthur Hanes and; 

.ede i-ercy Tc:iia -o. Sheriff Mo --

',ad safety on - ... . 

1ocd- TVc ; o: p!cmd 
al pe 01 too 

a d ' ei.. Lred off • _ay 's ai •. 

DC ere W c.P 1C Qi 

S in tfl O 
L t1 

cdi connc. 
t ti'- small 0 

, aide rea. A-su4s.-
:-'.- ttirre at cli tir.a, 

tw3 TV mcaitors. 
Thare ci a . wa monher hi 

•ha bars i- a 

cc aia sheriff's office. 

toninr -ystern necr". 

Tha scui-aj was pia.ed at 
a sers of conferences be-
tween . tatc, federal and local 
officials, the sheriff said, and 
J;e was reluctant to. give any 
ne perso.-i crcd:t cr the var. 

1OUS l(.5S. 

He sai. .t. oin Brown of 
the 1ade:aj bureau or Pris ns 
iad Laen assigned o the jail 
eo a reLlar basis srce last 
iuly "T.: aso has given us a 
.et of .. cs aad hponthe 
rest 3; -- aL") and J. J. 
Clark, ..sr or-, super-
'-xor waiagton has 
Wen C2eat ':thr. 

• Capthin Snii i men— 

half -zaaties an te rest city 
policem-',qe:e assigned to 
me gur 'c ail, almDst all 
ceses, one acuicem i n, and one 
deput: wce rn the cell toreth-

3 nards, who 
v,orkea e I ,g Ii t - a u r shifts, 
sErippa ai Iuc cn special 
covera before entering the 
cill. 

Ray L.A uards ate the 
anie c-::. a: the rest of the 

r.ree trays being 
:':ougL :; th ask in a special 
icckee a! b'.r.:. "There was 
c wa;- a inov' who would get 
aich . ay. -ra sheriff said. 
The :::: o kept a minutely 
.tailearec;ri of Ray's activi-

a ate, what he ate, 
Ow :. -c what he ate, 
•en. a et and for how 

as what visitors 
had 

The :. ao showed Ray's 
:.a things he read 

on W. He was 
lowed •.'-; apapers arid mag-: 
tines v.eh told about his 

"He .. arressed displeasure , 
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vii s'' said Cap-
tam : nth, "especially those 
dhat i with his family or 
his r'.ous crimes." 

Kwwel ray vas 
go : r (he ga. rik 13 

a. ho ; is T : I 
lar oz,TAQ od : var.: ' 

be:.. cal:. )L15 we, .. 

.'aar: Smitli raid Ray 
taaw a little h:t about his 
escare fcom prison in MIS-

"He said this was one 
place he sure couldn't escape 

a. 

'\fe had a writte :.a1- re 
c- everything, fci thavin; for 
cahog a h•3,'ar, iast 'wry 
r acr t vo 
"Ray seemed to adjust well to 

Lhis. :Te seemed to ike ding 
;htm the same cray. Of 
cou:w life in cr mcnt 
weat't now to him" 

Oanain Smith sk id Ray was 
s3netimes moec', but rarely 
a oacipline prebem. 

`When ia. a a's unruly, whun 
he oao't :c whea he was 
tod , cc': confine on, to one 

inthviduai us but 
wi:nout the door ncn', lucked. 
Or we'd cut hm train toe 
C 0 m m i S S . r ' wagon (whi-
ci' sells ice caam, sandwiches 
a. other items) or take away 
hs newspaper am. mera-
aires. He was'" r:och Of a 
p'oclene. his WF complaint 

Jia'. he aa the sun-
car trip te Nashvi.ia 

yaborday wa- 02 Pat We 
Ra haJ sc,. 
lea illy) 2' 

LOCiC 5O' it:r.a - 

cream-colored v,aih;. 

"He was L very acat 
er" the sheriJ mc'. 

1be sheriff ead the teal •ccs 
the special ee1 we: icy. 

said the T'c :a:a.: 
Kars cost less H 
moo! plates on the no 

the cent:a a.r-coedi±-
t•,•-tinj about $1,C and the 
'loLkeei server 33. 

':tr Ray , ,one, . at thu 
ho:i cc to the cci locl. 

ihr.iff said d. :: cv be 
0:3 a quararan or 
fe: :'e'ial medica. c.r•' o in-

cit a limited s si,. In 
any event, the cios thu re-
re cc tin v' dew. just in 

V/ito is famons prionur, 
safely i: Nasiwi ic. Sitcrif 
Morris to talk 
abort iti'a retcrr from Lan-
duo a was frown roosiop 

front doa to tic ) icrtcn 

roorca 

There wc're three aitornate 
cc to: toe trip to to 
no coc but the sherf1 

I:A W W me woc.d be UW 
tie irit Ini, nute, TcC 

Navy T.a0 0) 

in a U& Air loree h;ghway Zl and right occiw 
oct. He .'cs riished hocond Street to the jail, was 
ad in he J,chccn, the choice. 

:;e DC ;aiore;as ar- IThe spotlhts atop Thomp-
bt' ear- I sac's Tank which blinded spec-

lads cf achinegu:otrg of-
ficom. ERA was in marked 
conist ,c his departure early 
yoorday in a sin,,,le police 
car, wearing a deputy's helmet 
and jacket to successfully fool 
cameramen. 
The sheriff suit! he didn't re-

roomber just who thought up 
usin. TZornpsoc'a Tank (sO 
earned for Jackson Mayor Al-
ien Thoocgson). t was driven I 

!crnphis and sc:viced at J. 
Tom roore a:o Co. on Air-
ways, where it wss built. 

"It coot us 1d, and they 
drove it a1 over the south end 
of town, but nobody r.oiiced I 
Iliad of ttc0. rat landing 
and all toe rnatec; standing 
by us and there was a dead 
battery in Thcn.y son's Tank" 
The sheriff sand toe arrival 

of the plane anti the caravan 
was closely timed. "We had 
been hi radio ccrtact with the 
plane for hours ard they had 
figured tee prevailing winds 
and ever.jthiog." 
When t:ia place landed, Mor-

rs and other orficers boarded 
and the charges were read to 
any. A card :ads:no him o 
his righto was then cad, and 
recorded. I car there was 
aver any qus LOO that Ray 
lead not beet- •:arred. we 
doctors, one woe had accom-
panied ; y on tin plane and 
the other who had gone to Mill-
ington 'ith the sheriff corn-
'pared actes, Ray was eressed 
I in bullet res!staflt pant. and 
vest and hu5t1ed to the ar-
mored car. Nine einuces irad 
elapsed. -. 

tacors and masked Ray's entry 
he jail were an after-

thougot. "'Via didn't even know 
hc ton," the sheriff said. 

1.0h3ur 45 reroutes before we 
went to ahington somebody 
suggested we use them. It 
turned out to be the roost ef-
fective thing we had" 
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'y County  
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[0S a mintc whi.o a 

finahed his c,oare: n 
into a regular pati , V_he, 
car had arriv i.uter 

her and thre. of tue . ,2x non 
entered the jr;. Rin'  
places with t,: of  

handcuffed to a ty ano 
moved out. 

Sheriff Will:,-, 
said Ray se , rncu eijoy 

playing the roe. H ' ,VOviVV d 10 

a local TV cao '.era s iho 
car drove VV '. anc. , r- 3r 
waved back. VD V V ; a': oak'. 
out there". h''t'' yOi. s he' 
passed by . tice 
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The car was met by another 
shcriff'5 unit a. Third and 
North Parkway. Sicriff Moms 
left a few minutes later and 
caught up with the caravan 
near outhwesteai. Ray was 
taken to the sheriff's substa-
tion on Hemcrest Lane and 
waited there until nearly 5 a. 
m. taikmg witn officers. He 
then was taken to the highway 
patrol station on Highway 70' 
where he was given into state 
custody at 5:20 a. m. 
Ray rode to Nashville in an 

unmarked car with state Safe-
ty Commissioner G re g 
O'Rear, TB! chief W. E. 'Bud' 
Hopton and two other officers. 
Seven cars of heavily armed 
state troopers escorted them. 
For the confessed killer, the 

.sound of a cell door slamming 
was nothing new. He has been 
in and out of prisons all his 
adult life. - 

On the heels of that, William 
Bradford Huie said last night 
he now believed there was no 
conspiracy and that Ray act-
ed alone. 
In a television interview 

with NBC Mr. Huie said: "The 
first story that Ray told 
(wrote) me was that he was 
sitting in the Mustang, parked 
on Main Street. He said that 
Raoul (the mystery blond Cu-
ban mentioned in previous 
Huie ar:icles) fired the shot, 
ran down the stairs and 
dropped the gun and jumped 
into the backseat of the car, 
covering himself up with a 
sheet." 
Mr. Huie also said that Ray 

had insisted that Raoul had 
made the decision to kill Dr. 
King. The Alabama author 
said he was convinced for a 
long time that Ray had been 
a hired participant in the con-
spiracy, but that he was un-
able to vrifv many of the 
things Ray told hint 
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(Mount Cllpplng In Spoce Below) 

rsJ099 Pag~s Of State' Evidence· . I . 
Convinced Ray To Plead Guilty 

By JAMES KILLPATRICK guilty plea for a 99-year'term, 
The t\gbtly woven net of evi- M/ :e?JJ''''/4:HJ;yr:~ Mr. Beasley wrote the long 

dence responsible for convinc- ,:A:iw~~.-¥-CJ.,,. .. ,"n" ,,,,, stipulation of evidence - facts 
I ing James Earl Ray to plead that the defense agreed the 
guilty was gle:me:I from a prosecution could prove -

: staggering mound of investiga- which he read to the jury 
tive reports which began to w.r:::-!·~':~~it",;;.'"'""',,_..., which approved the sentence. 
arrive at the prosecutors office But in the earlier stages, ev-
shortly after the crime. e::, ,,:\<i-.,,,•·'c . .,, ,.,,,.,, .. ,.·,.,,,,, •. ,,, erything was aimed at a full-

There is no doubt the cir-· ,,,,,::::::::.,.,s""<!;,..,;,;;,""'··.''' scale trial. 
cumstancial case was strong As the reports mounted -
enough to convict Ray of being and a glance at the , bulging 
the man who pulled the trigger ,.,,.,,~.,,,.;,,,.-,,·,,,.::::,, filing cabinet sustains the 
on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. ,,.,,,. ,,.....,.__ FBI's reputation for painstak-

. here last April 4. Whether it ing thoroughness - Mr. Beas-

. will prove, in the end, strong James Killpatrick J,ey's secretary began a number. 
enough . to quiet fears of a con- ~~~~~~ ing system. The names of per-
spiracy is uncertain. In light of sons mentioned in the reports 

• the widespread criticism found 'This report was prepared were transferred to a card file. 
, around the world which fol- after a detailed study of the The page number of any sub­
lowed Ray's guilty plea and · court transcript and inter- sequent reference was added, 
99-year sentence last Monday, views with the attorney gen- giving the prosecution instant 
this appears doubtful. eral's office. access to information about 

The man most responsible ~~"-~~~~~ any individual who had figured 
'I for compiling the state's case, in the investigation. 
Asst. Atty. Gen. James Beas- f)oor of_ t~e Shelby County Of- This system also figured in 

: I · ti fied the matter has fice Bwldmg beca~e the cen- the check on any conspiracy 
, ey, 1s sa 5 ter of the prosecution effort. · · ' 
· been explored as thoroughly as Il h. d d f'tt d ·th an aspect which hung over the 
humanly possible. .e m a . oor ! e WI spe- whole case like a shroud. 

1 c1al security eqmpment the re- "We kept our eyes open for 
. Mr. Beasley, a ta! , stron1g1 • ports from police office:s and any pattern of associations" 
Jawed man who nonna Y FBI agents began to pile up. . ., ' 
works with Exec. Asst. Atty. The total was to pass 5 000 Mr. Be as 1 e Y said. We 
Gen. Robert K. Dwyer as the pages and some reports on 'mi- checked to see whether an~ of 
attorney general's top court- nor points are still arriving. the sa~e people f.:'!~~,!?mg 
room team, has lived with the . ~--- .. - - ., up - either meetmg. ~ay

1 
or 

Ray;::-~for nearly a year. When It became apparent 
His · tiny office . on, tij.e . thir~ ~at R~ was v,:illing ip_: _;'le. a 

(Indtcate page, name of 
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• 
even beil~E rP.gis~ered at the 
same hotel or motel, or in the , 
same town." 

No such pattern developed. 
What did develop was a pic­

ture of Ray as a man who did 
not have a normal relationship 
with any other person - a 
loner. 

Does this jibe with the picture 
of a man who took dancing 
lessons and zipped around the 

. country in a sporty Mustang? 
"We talked with one of the . 

dance instructors in Los 'An­
geles and she said that when 
they !had their get-togethers he 
kind of sat off in the corner by 
himself. He just didn't mix," 
Mr. Beasley said. 

/• --1 

"As for the Mustang, the boy 
who sold it to him in Birming­
ham said he used to see it 
parked in front of that rooming 
house for a week at a time. He 
didn't seem to use it around 
town at all." 

Ray did read a lot, including : 
a paperback novel called "The 

· Ninth Dimension" about a po­
litical assassin who wrapped 
the weapon in a green bed cov­
er, strangely like the spread 
around the weapon dropped on 
Main Street after Dr. King was 
shot. He also read a lot of 
cheap magazines - and or­
dered items from the ads. 

"If there's one thing he did, 
he did write letters," Mr. 
Beasley said. "His handwrit­
ing was like chicken scratches, 
but he turned them out." Some 
camera equipment is an exam­
ple. 

"He ordered this stuff out of 
a magazine, but when it ar­
rived at the rooming house in 
Birmingham it was the wrong 
camera. He had left Birming­
ham by the time the right stuff 
was sent and Mr. Cherpes (the 
landlord) returned it. Then 
Ray wrote the company from 
Mexico, asking that his refund 
be sent there. He wrote them 
again from Los Angeles and 
asked for •the i:_eui71._d ag_ain.'~ ,. 

He also . ordered ,a cheap set 
of Japanese handcuffs, a $1 
sample of something called EZ 
Do, which makes mirrors of 
ordinary glass, and faithfully 
kept up installment payments 
on a correspondence course in 
locksmithing. All rhis payments 
were in cash or money orders. 

Mr. Beasley is quite willing , 
to believe that somebody, 
somewhere may have in­
fluenced Ray to kill Dr. King, 
but suggestions of an interna­
tional Communist conspiracy, 
such as raised by Ray's first 
attorney, Arthur J. Hanes, are 
something else. 

And hints that the FBI, for­
mer U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsey 

· Clark and even the local prose­
cutor's office are in some way 
covering this up are enough to 
shatter Mr. Beasley's calm de­
meanor, at least momentarily. 

· "I resent the hell out of that," 
he said, the volume of his 
voi'ce rising. , 

Mr. Beasley is willing to be­
lieve that someone may have 
convinced Ray that whoever 
killed Dr. King would •be "a · 

big man" - maybe somebody 
in a bar, or maybe even in the 
Missouri State Prison before 
Ray's escape. . 

"But under Tennessee law it 
takes more than talk to con­
stitute a conspiracy there has 

· to be an overt act. Of this 
there is no evidence,'' Mr. 
Beasley said. 

"I do know he was disap­
pointed at the lack of response 
from white society - no great 
outpouring of defense funds. I 
think he finally C2.111e to real­
ize that we (the attorney gen-

. eral's office) took a very dim 
view of lli.1}1 coming here and 

. kill!ng D_r. ~ing.;-:.. · 

\ 

A national news service ha~ 
made great capftal of three 
points wh\ch it says will be the 
"grassy k11oll" of the King as­
sassination1 referring t() the 
persistent questioning of the 
Kennedy killing in Dal1as. 
These are that Ray had a suit 
shipped from Montreal to a 
rooming house in Birmingham, 
that there were unexplained 
cigaret ·butts in the Mustang 
when it was found in Atlanta, 
(Ray did not smoke) and that 1 

someone ordered a duplicate 
Alabama driver's license in 

. the name of Eric S. Galt while 
Ray was known to still be in 
California. 

Two of these points can be 
quickly answered by Mr. Beas-
ley. ~ _; - -

Writers have wondered how 1 

Ray could have known about I 
the sleazy rooming house in 
Birmingham in advance. He I 

didn't. Ray went to Birming­
ham, rented the room, then 
wrote to the tailor in Canada 
telling him where to ship the 
suit. 

The mysterious cigaret butts 
' apparently do not exist. A 

news story at the time the car 
was found mentioned them, al­
though Mr. Beasley said he 
had no recollection of any. To 
be sure, he checked the FBI I 
report on the car. Agents had: 
literally taken it apart. There1 
was a list of all the items: 
found - trash on the floor, a! 

· Personna razor blade on the! 
dashboard, an old windshield! 
wiper blade in the trunk. 
(There was even· a scrap of 
Kleenex in the trunk on which 
had ,been written the·names of 
two prostitutes. The FBI 
tracked the women down in 
the Midwest. ·rneyhad been in 
__ ,-1 
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That ~:lrlPcz '1, Stephens, al 

tenant at the r0<>ming house, 

Los Anpelcs when Ray was 
there, a1tnougn" both denied 
knowing him.) 

Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale Meanwhile., Mr. Canale had/ had ser>n Ray whr:n he che_r:ked 
said he'brough(up the matter contacted Gov. tluford Elling• in. and Jati"r ~Parr! !urn1ture 
in a telephone call to the Jus• ton and Dr. King's widow. The being mr>ved in Jby s room. 
tice Department on Dec. 19 governor had no objection. That Willie An'.:hutz, another 
and asked for the depart• Word was received from Mrs. roomer, had tried to use the 

But no cigaret butts. 

ment's views. Mr. Canale said King that there was no desire bathroom and found the door 
The driver's license question he acted alone and that "from to see Ray executed, but that Jocked. That Mr. Stephens 

remains unanswered. Ray was the standpoint of a prosecutor they would reserve judgment heard a shot from the bath-
1 

definitely in Los Angeles when seeking a compromise plea on whether there was a conspi. room at about G p.m. ~,nd 
someone called the state office and punishment is the custom racy. looked out to see Ray hurrying 
in Montgomery, Ala., and instead of the exception (bet- Judge Battle said that Mr. ?ow~ the hall with a pack~tge 
asked that a duplicate license ter than 90 per cent of criminal Fore m an approached him in his arms. 'f!lat Guy Canipe, 
be mailed to the Birmingham cases in Shelby County are I so~etim~ in Feb.r:,uary. owner of Carnpe ~musement 
rooming house, at 2608 South handled in that manner)." He asked me then, infor- Co. at 424 South Mam! and two 
Highland. Ray at that time , customers, Bernell Finley and 
was preparing to leave Califor- Hugh Stanton Sr., the county mally, for information regard- Julius Graham, saw a man 
nia - he already had filled out public defender who was ing a 'guilty plea. He also drop a package in the doonvay 

! cthhanpge tofOfaf~dres~ ~a
rd

s for named co-counsel by Judge W. asked whether a guilty plea ~~eJe Jit s':::~
1
\ain;idpp~~e r~~: 

e os ice, givmg a new Preston Battle on Dec. 12, said · 
dd G l D 1. could be settled with a life wrapped in a green bedspread) a ress as enera e ivery, . he discussed a guilty plea with 

Atlanta and Mr Beasley · sentence. I said, "Whoa, that's and then drive off in a white - • Mr. Foreman on that day and 
said Ray could have made the several days later approached only 13 years in this state and Mustang which, h:lci •. been 
cal~ himself by,Iong ~istance. the attorney general (The the very least I'd consider is 99 paf~~~ i;:i~~~t~fficers who had 
It 

1
s,_not known wh? pi~ked up Commercial Appeal reported years." I told him that before been at Fire Station No. 2, at th

e !lcense at ~e Birmmgham · the meeting at the time, al- anything could be done there Main and Butler, heard the 
, addre_ss and mailed the 25 cent though both parties officially would have to be a waiver of shot and ran toward the motel 
handling f~e to 

th
~.

st
ate. denied it). Mr. Foreman was _ and that some searched th / Ba k t the os to 's f · d the defense motions and that c a pr ecu r o · convince that no prosecutor brushy area behind the motel 

fice, as Ray's original trial would be able to resist the examination of Ra~ would (a report by Dr. King's chauf-/! 
date of Nov. 12 approached, spotlight a trial would bring. have to · take place in open feur, Solomon Jones, that 'he 
the staff started checking out "You'll never be able to plead court at which time Ray would ;saw a man "with somethingi 
some of the potential witness- this case. There's too damn have to make clear '.that he white over his face" run from'! 
es. Mr. Beasley, Mr. Dwyer much publicity." But he told understood what the plea this area had been a. key

1 and John Carlisle, chief inves- Mr. Stanton to give it a try meant." ' point).· ,. 
ti~ator tor the attornei'. ge~er- anyway. ,. - :. -, r,· , That officers entered the 
al s office, went to Birmmg- Mr. Stanton said Mr. Canale · Time was running short, room Ray had rented and 
ham, Atlanta, Los Angeles - promised to discuss the possi· with Ray's trial sche,duled to found a chest had been moved 
t~en to Canada, London ~nd bility with Mr. Dwyer and Mr. start on March 3. On Feb. 14, away from a window which, 
Lisbon, Por~ugal - all pomts Beasley and that several the judge granted a five-week offered a view of the Lorraine! 
! on the trail of James Earl weeks later he was informed postponement, to April 7. A and that straps from the bino-/ 
Ray. •• that Mr. Canale would accept week later, on Fej:>. / 21, Mr. culars (they were in the bag•, 

Mr. Beasley said t~ese trips a plea, but only if Ray would Foreman shambled into Mr. dropped on Main Street) were, 
allowed the prosecution to de- take a 99-year sentence and Canal e's office wit~ 1a formal . in the room. That a check of 
cide which of the many poten- only if the request came from offer of a guilty ple11;. He car- the bathroom showed scuff 
tial witnesses should actually the defense. ried a letter signed b~•Ray. marks in the bathtub where 
be called - how to present all "He (Canale) couldn't afford Mr. Beasley set \to work someone r.c.d been standing, 
the evidence, but without du- to be in a position of offering a writing the stipUlatioi\. Briefly and that an indentation on the/ 
plication. Many of the witness• deal because of all this publici• this is what it said/ ;the state window sill - which was cut I 

•.es were reluctant to testify and ty," Mr. Stanton said. could prove: .,- 1~\ away and sent to the FBI labo-' 
had to be cajoled. The day after Christmas, 1 That Ray checked: into the I ratory - matched marks on 

Shortly after Ray fired Mr. Mr. Stanton called Mr. Fore- I rooming house at 422½. South the barrel of the rifle found on 
Hanes, the former Birming- man in Houston and told him Main on the afternoon of April Main. 
ham mayor who had made about the proposition. Mr. 4 under the name of John Wil• 
much of his Communist con• Foreman said he doubted that lard and that Mrs. Bessie 
spiracy theory, and hired Per- Ray would go along and_ when Brewer could identify' him. 
cy Foreman, on the eve of the he first bro~ched the sub1ect to That Ray selected a: room ov• 
trial, the strategy changed to- Ray that 1s what happened. erlooking the Lorra;ne Motel, 
ward a possible plea of guilty. "Mr. Foreman, you don't know where Dr. Kine: was sta1·ng. 
There is some difference of the facts. I'd rather take my That shortly afterward he ur-

opinion as <7tQ_~us~~~,~ this ~~i~~ces ~~itb _ ~\.~ia,1:•; Ray ~r~~etafphp~~~P~~t'~~n~tc~b;k 
arose. Arms Co., a few blocks nofth 

on Main. That Mrs. Elizabebh 
Copeland and Mrs. Peggy Hur~ 
ley who worked across the 
.street, would identify a white 
Mustang which had been 
parked n~µ._~ rooming 
Jtouse, . , . . .- ,.: . 

c.. •• -.. 

' That a check of motel rec· 
ords showed a man using the 
name Eric S. Galt had stayed 
at the Rehel Motel on Lunar 
the previous night nn.: that 
Galt had been driving a white 
Mustang with Birmingham, 
Ala., license. 

That the rifle, a 30.01, Rem­
ington pump with :,,kscnr,e 
sight, had been ;rnrcha~cd .at 
· Aeromarine Supply Co. m 131r­
. mingham on March 30, with a 
, trade•in of another rifle pur-
chased the pr<>vLqus day by a 
man using the name Harvey 
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Lowmeyei;: a!ld t~at clerks In 
the store and Capt. John De­
Shazo, an Army doctor sta­
tioned now in Japan, would 
identify Ray as Lowmeyer. 

That the white Mustang had 
been purchased from William 
D. Paisley in Birmingham, for 
$1,995 cash, by Ray, using the 
name Eric S. Galt and an ad· 
dress of 2608 South Highland 
and that Ray subsequently got 
a driver's license and license 
plates under that name. 

,· 

That Ray left Birmingham 
about Oct. 5'. 1967, and went to : 
Mexico, staying there· about 
five weeks and then moving to 

Los Angeles. That Ray became 
friendly :,.-it~ :!'.1i~5 Marie Mar­
tin, a waitress at the Sultan 
Room (here again Mr. Beasley 
pointed out the lack of a nor­
mal relationship. Ray would 
sit at the ,bar for hours and 
talk to Miss Martin when she 
wasn't ibusy, but he never took 
her out to dinner or to a mov­
ie, or anywhere.) 

That through Miss Martin he 
met her cousin, Charles Stein, 
and that on Dec. 15 Ray drove 

I 
Charloo Stein to New Orleans, 
returning on Dec. 19 with 

: Charles Stfi",--hL'\; wife, Rita, 
and two children. 

) . 

From Los Angeles, the stipu­
lation said, the srnte could call 
a laundry owner to identify 

I . I 
from Ray ?he°: he l1/as gr,,,en a, 
haircut in the: Shelby County, 

marks on underwear dropped Jail. • 
at the murder scene, a dance The stipulation then moved 
studio proprietor and a bar· to Toronto, tanada, where 
tending school ?wne~, Thomas . Ray used .. th'e names Paul 
Reyes Lau, to 1dent1fy Ray as , Bridgeman and Ramon George 
Eric S. Galt and a plastic sur- Sneyd, obtaining a Canadian 
geon, Dr. Russell C. Hadley, to · passport ~nder the latter 
tell a~ut ~o~rec~ive su~gery name. \ / 
on Rays d1stmchvely pointed Mr. Beasley does not dis-
nose. 0 

-' --, count the po~sibility that R~y 
The stipulation also said the may have h'ad some help m 

state could prove that: obtaining t~e passport, al-
On his way back from Cali- . though all thf info~matio~ he 

:rornia stopped on March 22 at used in getti;ng duplrcate birth 
the Flamingo Motel in Selma, . certificates : u,nder the two 
Ala., near where Dr. King was names was rb<lily available in 
supposed to make a sp~ech. newspaper files in the public 
That he rente~ a room m an library. "He :spent a lot of time 
Atlanta rooming ho_use on in waterfro,nt bars and if 
March 24 and that a city map there's one' thing a con can 
fo_un1 in the ~oom 'had Dr. spot it's anbther con. Maybe 
King s home, office and church I somebody told ~·m how to go 
circled. That on April 5 resi- about it." / (., . .. 
dents _of the Capitol Homes .. The stipulation then traced 
area m Atlanta saw a man Ray's trail' to L ndon to Lis­
park a white · Mustang and bon Portugal a.pd back to 1 

walk away_ and that. on the London where' he \was arrest-
same morning Ray picked up ed. \ 
laundry at the Piedmont Laun- Mr Bea~ley's dod1ment said 
dry. That six days later the that · George Bonebrake, an 
FBI was called ab?ut the car FBI fingerprint expert, would 
~nd th~t human hair found on testify that Ray's prints were 
items m ... i~~ar later was on the rifle, on the bihoculars, 
,matched w1t11 samples taken on a can of Schlitz beer, on a 

bottle of shaving lotion pur­
chased at a Rexall store in 
Whitehaven (no great detec­
tive story there, a sticker on 
the· bottle identified the store) 
and on an April 4 issue of The 
Commercial Appeal, all found 
in the b~~l~ul_~ped _in front 
of Canipe's sto.re. . . · . 
\ / I • . ~ ' l • 
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This m.i~s nf ~yidence ap- N!_r.". Bea~ley has his own tally, i~ the ba~s for the origi- ed it looked li~e a b9x in which 
parently is what persuaded •d · · • 
Ray to plead guilty. Two or I eas. - nal federal conspiracy charge, the Polaroid 220 cameras wcra 
three days after Foreman re- "I think he came to realize which is still open.) When FBI packed. When Ray was arrest­
ceived Mr. Beasley's stipula- that his conspiracy story agents picked up the 243 at the ed in London he had a Pola­
tion he said Ray would agree wouldn't stand up under in- store later, th~y found that a roid 220 camera in his suit­
to it. For insurance, the ap- tense cross-examination. I feel fla"": in the bolt ~revented i_t case. It fit the box perfectly. 
proval of Ray's brothers, John sure he plan ed t t k th closing on a cartridge. The n- And then there was the tran-
and Jerry, was obtained too. . n , 0 a e e fie could not have been fired. sistor radio found in the bag he • 

Up to the last minute, Ray stand, I thmk thats one of the "If he'd got on the stand and dropped in Memphis. One spot : 
continued to waiver and Mr. reasons he fired Hanes. Hanes said his co-conspirator told on the plastic case had been ·.: 
Foreman went over the docu- ~idn't want •him to. I think he him to switch rifles, we would scraped away. The FBI lab '.! 
ment again with him last Sun- figured that by pleading guilty have asked •him something was able to bring out the nu~- · 
day, after the special hearing and making a statement in like: 'Isn't it true that the first bers "00416" but nobody could , 
had already be.Pn set. court like_ h~ <lie! hP. ,would keep rifle wouldn't operate and you make any sense out of it. ~ 

Mr. Stanton said th"at inves- · e conspiracy story alive." didn't want to admit you were Then, on April. 19, FBI 
tigators for the defense - and . There was plenty of ammun- not such a big man by letting agents going through the 53,000 -
William Bradford Huie, the au- hon for the cross-examination, the store know you couldn't fingerprints in the bureau's fu •. 
thor who had bought Ray's a special skill of the more figure out what was the mat- gitive file matched the prints\ 
handwritten story - found iery Mr. Dwyer. ter?' Mr. Beasley suggested. found in Memphis and Atlanta \ 
they could not verify many of After Ray bought the first with those of a Missouri pris- . · 
the things they had been told. rifle, a 243-caliber bolt action, But it was the little things on escapee named James Earl 
"We quickly established that he called Aeromarine Supply with which the prosecutors in- Ray. 
all of this so-called favorable and said he wanted to trade it tended to impress the jury. "The number then became 
testimony - like the man in ·n for a 30.06 weapon, saying A styrofoam box was found another link in the chain," Mr. 
the bushes - just didn't ex- is brother thought the 243 in the trunk of the Mustang. Beasley said. "James Earl 
ist." .=---===-..1 asr.'t:-Jbe;:;:i right rifle. (This FBI exper~--~i.~:c2., little com- Ray's prison number was 

ention ora brother, inciden_- parison shopping and conclud- 00416." "' ·c ·-:.. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 

Jim Beasley (le/t) And Robert K_ ,· Dwy_e~ .' ,___ 
-Slaff Photo • •. I . ., 
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Full Truth In Ray Case'1 
Still Mystery To, Judge 

By BERNARD GA VZER 
Associated Press Writer 

Judge W. Preston Battle said yesterday that he believes • 
the full truth still is not known about James Earl Ray and the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

The judge, in whose court Ray pleaded guilty to the 
slaying of King and where the case would have been heard had 
it gone to trial, said that like many other ArnPrir.ans he 
remained puzzled about several unanswered qu~~tions. ·• 

But he ~aid he is convinced' With tI1rse auestions -puz­
that a tnal would not have zling him, why did' Battle con­
produced the answers. cur in the defense-prosecution 

. "Like others, I would truly agreement to allow Ray to 
like to know how Ray actually change his plea and take a 
found the spot from which to 99-year sentence? Ray could 
fire. How did Ray know where have have been sentenced to 
Dr. King would be? How did death if he had been found 
he determine the type of weap- guilty. 
on to be used? What are the "I was convinced then and 
details of the actual purchase am convinced now that the 
and selection of the weapon? trial would have muddied our 
Was he alone in surveillance of understanding of the substan­
the Lorraine Motel? · tial evidence which established 

"Most p'uzzling -~f all, is his !~a_ as t~~-ki~ler:," the judge 
escape from Memphis. To me, i 
it seems miraculous that he "It is an error to assume! 
was able to flee to Atlanta that the prosecution would· 
despite the all-points bulletins have had a chance to cross-ex­
without his white Mustang amine Ray about his finances, 
being spotted 011 a highway." or how he escaped from the 

Dr. King was shot to death Missouri State Penitentiary, or 
April 4 as he stood on the , about person!> who gave him I 
balcony of the Lorraine Motel. any aid before or after the 
The killer was reported to slaying of Dr. King. 
have fled in a white Mustang. "That assumes Ray would 

The judge said there is much have taken the stand. I doubt 
speculation about possible an- very seriously that defense 
swers, but nothing based on counsel would have risked 
fact and evidence. placing Ray in such a position. 

"I'd like the full proof," he In fact, as I understand it, this 
said. "And as I said on March all along has been one of the 
10 when the agreement was main problems between Ray 
reached to permit Ray to and various men who have 
change his plea to guilty, there acted for the defense. They 
is no end to our interest or to counseled against it, and he 
the law's responsibility and de- kept wanting to take the risk. 
termination. . "Suppose he had taken the 

"There has been much talk! stand, the public should under­
of a conspiracy, but no one's I stand that this would not guar­
saying so has yet produced a antee that this would have cast 

/ single shred of evidence or light upon these puzzling ques-
! named an f..'"~Ja~ or conspir- tions. In an adversary pro­
I ator.': _ ceeding, e~ ~ side tries to 

make the,. --!:- -~~se, and so 
some things might be exagger-
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I ated, some minimized or ob-
scured. ,,__ . . . ., 

"Had there been a trial, 
there could always have been 
the possibility, in such an emo­
tionally charged case, of a 
hung jury. Or, though it may 
appear far fetched now, he 
could have perhaps been ac­
quitted by a jury." 

Battle said he thinks that 
some of the unanswered ques­
tions ultimately will be an­
swered by Ray. He said he 
thinks that Ray- has enjoyed 
the notoriety and will periodi­
cally explain various details of 
the crime. (, -, 

The record indicates a rath­
er careful proceeding in which 
Battle attempted to avoid any 
happenstance that could be in­
terpreted as judicial error or 
seized upon as grounds for ab­
rogating the agreement. 

He repeatedly examined Ray 
as to Ray's understanding of 
the agreement and whether he 
was doing this of his free 
choice. 

"The law requires only two 
things in such a proceeding," 
the judge said. "One is that we 
present the body of the corpus 
delicti, and the second is that 
evidence be-·presehted estab­
lishing that the defendant was 
involved with the crime. 

"T h i s was accomplished 
through the witnesses who ap­
peared and testified to the last 
living moments of Dr. King 
and to the nature and cause of 
death. The evidence relating 
Ray to the slaying was stipu­
lated and read in open court 
by the state, and this described 
the chain of evidence which 
would have been introduced inj 
a trial." c:--·--;;. 
. •' '·----

• 

(, 
f 

' 
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Canar~ Say? Ray . 
Eyeing Short Term 
Phil M. Canale, Shelby Coun­

ty attorney general, said yes­
terday James Earl Ray admit­
ted killing Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and accepted a 99-

; year prison term because he 

1 
~hinks he will be out of prison 

i m two years. 
, Mr. Canale said defense at­
! torney Percy Foreman told 
· him Ray said he would be free 
in two yer,rs_ hut did not speci­
fy whether he intended to gain 
freedom through court action 

: or a prison break. 
, There have :been reports 
from the Tennessee State Pris­
; on in Nashville where Ray is 
i confined in the maximum se-
curity unit, that he is having 
second thoughts about his deal 
and may try to have the sen­
tence overturned. 

Mr. Canale said on WHBQ­
TV's Press Conference the 
only legal way Ray could do 
this would be through a writ of 
.ha1beas corpus, · w'hich would 

- ' ~ ~ . 

• 
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FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63) • 
(Mount lipping in Space Below) 

: ~iflfficial 
· Hits Handling 
Of Ray Case 

The handling of the case of 
James Earl Ray came under 
fire yesterday from the presi­
dent of the Nashville chapter 
of the NAACP. / 

"Wrong rules the land lhil 
waiting justice sleeps,", s d 
the Rev. Peter Crawford ho 
also' 1s pastor of Nashville's 
St. Jahn AME church. "The 
average Negro feels disap­
pointment with the manner in 
which they dealt with this 
case." 

Ray pleaded g u i l t y last 
week to the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
last year in Memphis. Some 
contend his plea, and accept­
ance of a 99-year prison term, 
stifled a fuller presentation of 
facts that might have come 
out of a court trial of the case. 

THERE WERE indications 
during and after Ray's court 
appearance that he was sorry 
he had made the plea. There 
has been much controversy 
surrounding th e possibility 
Ray may have been only one 
of several persons involved in 
the murder. 

"I think it's about time we 
think about people," the Rev. 
Mr. Crawford said last night 
in response to a question as 
to whether he thought the 
handling of the case may have 
aroused sympathy for Ray 
among Negroes. 

"If there is a possibility he 
had to take the rap for some­
body else, why shouldn't he 

· win the sympathy of every­
body - not just Negroes?" the 
Rev. Crawford said. 

"Why shouldn't Negroes feel 
as sorry for him as every­

: body else?" 

• 
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

I Assassination 
Investigation 
Asked by Unit 
The Tennessee Council on 

Human Relations called yes­
terday for appointment of a 
presidential commission to in­
vestigate the assassination 
last April of Dr. Martin 
Luther l);ing Jr . .. 

In a resolution unanimous­
ly. approved by those attend­
ing a quarterly meeting of 
the board of directors here, 
the council noted "lingering 
questions of conspiracy in the 
assassination." 

JAMES EARL Ray pleaded 
guilty last week to King's 
assassination in Memphis and 
was sentenced to 99 years in 
prison. 

In ot r action y 
the c ncil name d Ham-
let f Jackson, eiin., as 

ministrative }'5sistant to x-
ton Bryant~xecutive di c or. 

-rne Rev. "Riggins Eat, Nash­
ville, was named assistant di­
rector to work with Negro 
ministe"'i, bere j~ developing 
"Operation Bread asket." 

• 
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• • 
f SJroog NAACP, AM~ ~!atement On Ray Seen 

¢.,JIY ROBERT CHURCHWELL the "quickie" trial aroused spec- clear in the strongest terms with sympathy. 
:rtThe Rev. Peter G. Crawford, ulation that a _fuller presenta~ion possible. The executive commit- "Tf there is a possibility he 
~esident of the Nash vi 11 e of the facts m the case might tee meets Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. had to take the rap for some­
Chapter of the NAACP and have been stifled, and that Ray at the NAACP Branch office, body else, why shouldn't he win 
~astor of the oldest congrega- might have been only one of 1308 Jefferson St. the sympathy of everybody -
tion of the African Methodist several involved in the slaying. The Rev. Mr. CTawford said not just NegToes?" the Rev. Mr. 
Episcopal Church here said to- He said he will ask the local that if Ray "had to take the Crawford said; 
day he expects the NAACP and NAACP executive committee to rap" for other assassins, Ne- "Why shouldn't Negroes feel 

..the AME's annual conference to name a committee to draw a groes, as well as white persons. as sorry for him as everybody 
t,ssue "strong statements" next statement making this position should regard his conviction else?" 
\ ·"Week on "the disappointment of . i 

Negroes in the handling of the 
James Earl Ray Case." 

The Rev. Mr. Crawford, pas-1 
tor of St. John AME Church, 
1822 Formosa St., said he felt 
the two ocganizations would act 
to express feelings not only of 
Negroes but of "others dis­
turbed by the case." 

Wrong Rules 
"Wrong rules the land while 

waiting justice sleeps," said the 
NAACP president, adding that 
"the average Negro feels disap- · 
pointment with the manner in 
which they dealt with this case." 

Ray pleaded guilty Monday 
and quickly was sentenced to 
99 years in prison for the slay­
ing of Dr. Martin Luther King. 
Ray stated he did agree with 
opinions that no conspiracy was 
involved in the issassination of 
Dr. King. '" 

The Rev. Mr. Crawford noted 
that an AME department head, 
Dr. H. Ralph Jackson, one of 
the I e a d err s of the Memphis 
garbage strike that preceded Dr. · 
King's assassination, "and oth­
ers of our Memphis ministers," 
will attend the special confer­
ence Tuesday through Thursday 
at Bethel AME Church. 

Dr. Jackson, former pastor of 
the host church, will address the 
conference Wednesday morning. 

"I know these Memphis men 
will want to act and along with 

f Dr. Jackson and myself we will 
probably get a strong statement 
out of the onference," the vet-
eran wrniois1et said. 

Th ev. Mrr. Crawford said 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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(Mount Cllpplng In Space Below) 

. ._,' n i. ,_ 

.: ~·-==~· 
•• d .. The Guest Writer 

Justice In· Memphis 
From The Minneapolis Star 

: i -
, : The cause of justice and the public - Despite great pressure, the trial was 
' : welfare were served by the deal, or . a model of scrupulous fairness. The 
~ 't "nego~ia~ed plea" as the American Bar_, pr?secuti_on _ si~ply lack~~ . S\lfficient. 
• Association calls such settlements, that evidence to wm a conspiracy case. 
1 : saved James Earl RaY. from possible While the Justice· Department's investi- . 
• 1 death. gation matched that into President 
', As Judge ·w. Preston Battle noted, Kennedy's·assassination, it, too, took a 
'. • there has been growing revulsion "no conspiracy" position. But apart J against capital punishment. The argu- from what Tennessee can M,. a. FB.I 
, ! rnents against the death penalty are as "conspiracy warrant" is still · out, and 
; : valid for Ray- as for anyone • • • even federal investigation continues. • · · · 
. , though his crime iJ\ the broadest sense · i. · · 
'•Was against the best qualities of our F" t Call 
i ; society, so beautifully symbolized by . .< )/ , ; IrS 
l ibis victim, the late Dr. Martin Luther >.· /·.· 
! 1 King Jr. - -: ·· . • ·~. 
, • Both Mrs. Coretta King and the Rev. · ; ! Ralph D. Abernathy, who succeded her ' '· 
: ~ husband, oppose the death penalty, and 
. 1

1
s.1e recauea 1t was· contrary to JJr. . 

~ King's deep own moral_ and religious< 
: ifaith. But what of the "conspiracy" · 
. ;that Ray himself hinted atr · · . 
• ; If Ray was the hired killer for a· · 
; 1conspiracy ring, and Mrs. King and 
. 1Mr. Abernathy think he was, then. 
: 1Judge Battle's quotation from Hamlet 
,sums up succinctly the reason why 

-i 
D 

0 

' . - 0 

· :Ray•~ 99-year sentence makes s~se~ , • · 
;"For murder though it have no tongue, -.. ~ 

• .~ speak with most miraculous or• . .....- ;, ·• 
,11~~.::-:-~-:-;: ,. .... ·.:. . ..... :..• .. ·.•· 1 ."'• ._· /'Hold itl It was a.c~-~~~~"~·cy•::'."'~ 

•. ·JI ,I ,- . .:,c;:; 
.. 

I 

I 
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1u-· .rohavcl -~•· ,:c··1:;;-"t:i:.:ntcr ;! 
,sa -•,:i,,uun of Dr. MJ.tt.:n ._.1."1c ,--:"''- ; !1.,. la,,:, ,,·; 
,tu:. :,:·d. 

\,er:. ',_,iF,:-r r:,.- ,:;, 
·. t': . :?-?tt·~ ' ;"'; ··t~:- ~it.; 

.• ~1 tr ,-: .... ~ --: 1
::· • :1t\f~f v.:1•··-? 

Hi:. ,.·,_;, ..-:1:- 1.v har. rrc:- ·r 
tc ·r; :1:--,·· q :: :;,,l(:• o· 

l 1:c.\,;; f1:c---r' ►_··~ T17,1Li-~~~~;ef 

rs : '.I·,: ;.,··· • .· _i'c;.-::,. 
hr- ~'' •. ;· .. ,: , ... , ··'.1::atecl 

:, a( l,(.;,. :'_i-1 .;{.'-.''.i 

_.,,,,_a~• .·( .. lt.~l! 1i:\:•,".'o ~.);i(·!i" .. :: 

. J , ~~:i.1 \\as Ieluc- .. 
to , ,:. ;hout the case. "It·_ 
[ '1:i,OtUOUS of me 
sc . : .i,;~ c .. se too much. -
ay v,c, . .-,,:,1e back before 
on ,, n:oL-r:onviction mo­
I ·· 01. r.,:..rnct this man's a 

.y ·:, : Lilhouse lawyer. 
di· ·:_, .. ,.sec ti,e case I might 

i- e: i.,s,~ myself and 
e .;c: ·.·,e t,.hr poor judge 
nr,. c:.:hrlveforthe 

,_-~ ~--.~ .. : .. i em en, I, 
.:,.1ld.- at on any-' 

..... ,, 
~;,_,' ,._v. 

:y1e . 
s I,:- ·''· 

·· at .. 

ju1: ~L 

~- a bi: i?~--: 
·. _. 6 at ·, pr;;.;-

...., t11an ;1 

. " ·,etv:r , 

·, l\ • Y• ··k Percy For·· 
I, . '·•'I :nse COUJ'lr. .• 

.,ud he :.:, : ;;\--'·-i;Ja;i,d R,1 . .,; 
-ying tor(:' ,i1e c .. ,,, • ;,11t 

:·. aboul·a-:. "· r cw twr.:· 

:~ fit i 
·,-;,,·.,,:, si:, : l;iw , t: 

,..-1r. FC't h·' ., · ano .,· .. r--' 
-a~n. ff' .,;r.·6 1·-1~ emp::,yn" ,,I 
,~nd('d r·.y w,1. "T·; 
't•nced bsf , : 

In r('g,:,Jsi. 
spiracy, ~ \. , 
\ssociatr,_, 1·, 

. possdy· 
·ema1 :-; 'l 

my vie,,. 1i1, ·,, was ··.· 
spiracy. fn r,·. view · : 
Earl R;iy .-!A~,:ied, '"lt 1,;;1 
alone drci, 1ed ... o kil, Y. , , . in· 

Luther Ki'.:: ~') :hat , .-, ild 
claim the i-.'• Jr_y I tr . , .;1at 
James F;•_r'. ? ·, was a r"cist. 
He thoug , ... 'w: uld b,. c.. n..c·,·o. 
He comr:,,•_· ·,,:1:1 miscc,1. ::;; , -:ed 
the thinki:,cc: ·;f the w,lite 
race." • 

It was •>• :,· ed )'P,.,_•·rdc.v 
that Ray !,. s. · 'en in , :,la:t 
with Artl11:r :-1< ·. ·s, t]- v/ri · 
he f;-ed :,e evt' .,._ 
-:chedu le0 t; last · '2. 
\h ll -till ,"C:St 
,. -~· ,,·,,: '11at ~-'-(. was 

di:.'•·,/. .. , inte••s.\onal 
,··I :·: nL. ,-·iv ... r.~·.spirrt\~Y Mr. 
·:i.,. ,c·S, 211°c at hii- nome in 
,..,inmr :, .-· J ·!,; ,. ffirmPCi that 
,ay "1 .. • ::·.0,.t., ,ted him, but --- -··•----·............-.. . _ ..... _..... 

• 
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s;:ud it was :n0 early to say,: 
•vhel11er -,dl/1.' ·,c; r· "'.1' 

se,,t Ray. 

Mcanwhih.:. ;-:r,r)t],,,r Liwyer. 
Russell X. T:1, , n- 11, nrrivrd 

'back in ;,· .1. 1,; .. , • rom New 
! York and said h<: 'N(,uld c;ontin­
i ue dn invt'siigation into the 

I conspiracy. He said the Na­
tional Association for the Ad­

j vancement of Colored People, 
1 •.viii which he disoussed the i 
'(ase in Ne·v York, is backing· 
: 'Jis ;,,qL;ir:;· as are "several 
:nther grou:·,s '.' 

\!Ir, ~ ,,,.,up;;ur, who dis-
'.- -is, 2 ~ the case several times 
·.,,~:1 .. :r. Hanes but never be­
,:a·:.H: ;111 attorney of recc,:·.i for 
,~,:,,y ,:i,,__ ,c was awan~ that 
ka? L • .:i been in contact with 
M::_ ~:i::nes. Mr. Thompson re­
fust,i to disclose •any of the 
lrJcc, ition he has about a 
-,unsp,xacy, except to sav that 1 

he has "a suitcase hl;'' and I 
ci1at it includes several tape 

1 

recordinr~s HP was accompa­
aicd , - f\ J'N ':')rk by Paul 
M:tr.i.d; a ·,rivdte h-.vesttga­
tcr. 

',,) gf-1. bi-~ _ "re ,u::}cnr.d, Ray 
• ·1:~ a;·,·' :,, {0° a post-

~ · 'Jh •n , · .. : 1 with the 
-.:~~- ::- .;n di -....(it .. -~ :.;ie( ,"'·. In prac· 
.>~. ,.irfiost -1,ly kird of a writ-_ 
tPr: ·]ea ;_s ,_:- risid,::red-1t cto,~s :! 
"'..r,, · ·j".1 1~ ,:. to rnect - . ) . !i\:• le~;.- .t 

1 
1!1:. ;1:'!: ~~';" f:;r as ;::Jeiln;~· 1nt!1 
fo. ,1, ~ , _. i .,;~,i. dJi. 'it I 
must cite .,.,;•:: .• 1ir , ,ancec; in 
which his rig:;.· _. ,_ -_ <lamdg"d: 
to the exten" tf'HH ;, · w trial 1s: 

warranted. 

• 

H R,,, :,, ;i l' 

I, 
- ,-,sc f": i' ·" 

Y" :rs hr 1· fN :,('), 'i . 

,·he r11-, 
h,_ )1·e 

',\'()'I\,} , ' P 
B;d :Jr_ II 11\,, 

1

_111l!;;e f,i : 1; ,·nif'tii.,1 F ,_,, 
1 t·,· • .'_1,·1' . n~.t S ,n~L ~ \ JI Ci" 1

··.1 {~I ·::. 
1 

; merit a ne•;-. trial. \ '.1e C;c:.- , •• ,:·,' 
'could be appulec- w the h1gl'", , 
er state courts. It could even-' 
tually be '.:iken into federal 
court, but nnly after all state 
remedie:L are tried. 

Perhaps foe most expressive 
comment v c s t e r .J a y came 
from Sheri1 William N. Morris 
Jr , who :~~ charged ~ith • 
keeping ;, . ·: safely confmed 
during ,;.,. more than seven 
m-mths :-., w is in Shelby Coun-

ty;'Oh no _ . .'' said the sher­
iff, ~owing·u1tiiTshands. _ 
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To Re-Enter Court: 
, Jame:. E0rl P , h · :' ,·;nved 
for a new chv i. -: ,-in, · IF'' 

· :earned ve::;krd . , , ;, , . ·.t,n-::; i 
:Judge W. Prest,·,., ;,.c-'i,:- 'hat 
he Vl,~ ::~~; :-1 ~:c--· 1"0:1 v :c tion 

; hec.ri!i~. 1' tirin, · · ·,rc' 1 Fore·· 
· m,:n "' i1is law,·: u'''' by 
p,;:: 1,i .. ~ contact witn i,is for-

.::-: .r : 1 ver, Arthu~ :, ifan,'s. , 
cl u•\:.2 3cittle, W1

)r, onfirmed 
: f,,,. r•-·u'ivcd the ,wr from 
R:1 y c,n Tuesday, s1;d he was 
· r .. n snrprised" a a:iy of the 
"·~<'ions, including rhe possibie I 
•.' ve baG,k to Mr. Hane,c, It i 

;,ad been predict~(~ al a :>'S[· 
• trial press conferefae · 'j_:.t · 

IM o n d a y that Ray. uen . 
I though h2 waivect the right of; 
· appeal h1 pleading guilty to the; 
, murder of Dr. Martin Lu: !1-2r j 
King .Jr. and accepting a 99- i 
ve1r s,;ntence, would try some' 
•:ort ,_,f post-conviction a,:tion. 

1·•:i get back be'f0rc r :1e cnurt, 
h · y would have to il!e a peti­
tion with the crir.1irial court 

1

1 

clerk here. citing e'.r:.,:-:=;. which. 
would merit revers11 .' his con-j 

· viction and ordering a new 
uial. "'· _,__,.., · . 

• 

,-

Editor: 

Tltle: 

,.rJ ,•• 

~,, ••i 1 • ,,no 

/ 
f 

if,!-/?/l/:dui--c!_-075/ 
I ,-
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_f:c;y Regrette'd Plea 
:~ Cef ore Pris·on Trip 
,:· · Si1enff William N. Morris 

·• ·•sterday said James Earl 
,.;,y talked about changing his 

·. r::111d about his guilty plea 1 

· : ''•en before he left Shelby 1 

, · ,J.nty on the way to the state : 

·· ;,e sheriff said Ray talked 
~ a.i,'.Jut a post-conviction hear-
: inr, while Morris and the pris• i 
: O'l".?r waited for st,,h• prison 
. .;OlLcials at the sheriffs substa• 
·:~tic\n on Hemcrest Road early 
.,.March 11. .. ,. 
~ . "He to'.d me he wished he 
:'h, ·, :i't pi,-. . .;cd guilty, that he 
'.h:.,,,1 not inteneded to plead I 

; ; , 1ty anJ that he was sorry he! 
· ·;( ,!\: that route," the sheriff j 

' ,_ :L He said Ray then told 
:n he wou:ct file for a ,rever­

,:: under the post-conviction 
'.;' rocesses. 

"When I told him I was glad 
see him leave, he told me, 

c:-., I'm planning on coming · 
.~ ·.ck," the sheriff said Ray 
r:n~ver said he was innocent 
':Or:lY expressed his displeasur~ 
,_w.'h the J.egaLI?!ocess which . 
t.t;td been used. · ·) , 

; ~ay, iq, his lct.~er to Judge 
a.•Preston Battle, said he was 
::ctfsmissing Percy Foreman as 
~his lawyer. Arthur Hanes, the 
::r or mer Birmingham mayor , 
,;,vhom Ray fired on the eve of 
•1his scheduled trial last Nov. 
\12, confirmed Wednesday that , 
~he' has been contacted by Ray ~ 
drom the prison. ; 
n,· Criminal Court Clerk James : 
;~:" Blackwell said more than ! 
N100 post-conviction proceed- I 
~i,ings are filed each yea_r in 

1 

•~h-elby Cm!..~~:-,•. •. 
·•f~ f\ petition from Ray, which 
it'!\vould have to allege how his 
::!ri.ghts had been violated 'by 
~.:rrlier proceedings, would be 
:;·docketed in the division where 
,:r:he was tried, before Judge 
::,-Satile. If the judge turned 
rctown the petition, Ray would 
,~~tlien be able to appeal that 
i'ctr-cision through the higher 
,'~.state courts and the federal 
~'courts. 
;-: 'If Ray should be granted a, 
r,mow trial under the post-con- I 
~iction process, he . would be I 
:..liable to all the possible penal-, 
"1ti~s for murder in the first'! 
~d~gre~ ___ inrhu,Yng death in the 

~I_~ctric chai~ ..... ~ ~ ~-- ... ,. 

(lndtca+ .. P"'1", namt" of 
new ■p,:,per, city and elate,) 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

y 

I 
L'i .jL..i 

.:)3nnah. 

s £ his way to 
;ht to talk to 
while anc her 

'•.e '1res€nted 
the :or ed.'fili'ng 

Luther Kix ex-
renewed n..erest in die 

Stun Lad in the 
the :lux W  tn 

Rg;ts 
' . ktRay 

of fiing a 
Le ru:i a magazAne, 
but L id reprcct 

h,- *._,al proceeding 
if he N.'isi. 

Foi r i3irmirltain Mayor 
xics, wh' ;epresent-

. he Wdb replaced 
by .: :' Forr .,n of Houston, 

i, said he had 
a ' fJ nice letter 

.r. R9y 
11 IM plans 
however. I 

ny intentions 
of .The case in 
a, 'actr ehouh I 

.t ,L vould ce friend, Robert dill Jr, and one considered in the case until he 
t tah to r" source later said Mr Hill was returns, although &iit'1 be 

I 

ole 

J. B. Sfoner 
—UPI Telephoto 

rN 

(t J _-

i Mr. Stou. . 
nli.e. 

h. 

"1 don't think Mr. Ray is 
guilty," aid Mr. Stoner. 
"Thatson(, ren';p plan to 
l)r a lilit 
i):! malt • . 
Oh 10 onnit it 

now beCa.r ' en reached 
the : ere I an." 
Mr J-Jancr. who wa assis'cd 

b his son, Arthur Hancs Jr., 
whe'i lie represented Ray, said 
his ient at one stage talked of 
posshJe Civil tt ions. 

Somo rnri..as ago * in 
SheThy Count' - Mr. Ray 
mentioned 'I he wanted to 
sue some national publica-
tions, but I told him I was not 
interested," said the eldet 
Hanes 

years in prison and Wednesday 
was notified that Ray was 
planning new legal  

I,- NahviiIe, prison authori- Criminal Court Judge W. 
ties said they knew of no ap- Preston Batle, who presided 

pointment scheduled for R.lu1 Ray pleaded guilty 
today, but if W. Stoner, March 10, sntenced 'hi m to 99 

anyor. so, can show he has 
bee. rcaiued by Ray he 
sho.Jd have no difficulty in  moves , was 

seeing him, Warden Lake Rus- out of the city and was not 
sell said. excted to return until late 
Mr. Stoner stopped in Chats next week. 

tanooga t visit an attorney No writ or rnotin coui4 be 

(Indtcit" u 

newpupflr, city ana 
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filed at any tlm0 with the 
Criminal Court clerk. 

Observers agree that Ray 
could file a writ of habeas C"or­
pus claiming his <·Dnviction 
was invalid, but th"Y diffc·r as i 
to whrther !h can fil, 1 r· /inn 1 
for n !H'W l•i:il. Sw li ·· ,,,ntion 
,would have to he fiicct ·, ithin 
30 days from the time of con­
viction. 

There appcned littlr likeli­
hood that :v1:r. Stoner :rnd Mr. 
Hanes woulc. be assrn~i. \,ed in 
legal represe:1tation of R 0

, 

Mr. Stoner first ·c •:-;forred 
with Ray in h;s Shelh; County 
jail cell Sept. 28 and ,;non aft­
erward Mr. Hanes told Judge 
Battle then.~ was a possibility 
he would withdraw from the 
case hecause he "would not let . 
that man Stoner be associated ; 
in any case I was involved.in." ; 

Although declining to tell ' 
what was in the "very friendly 
letter" he received from Ray, 
Mr. Hanes said it did not men­
tion Mr. Stoner. 

"I don't warn to criticize any­
body," said .. ~ir. Har,es. "But 
I'· said 1 don't want to work 
with him®· Stoner)·andthat 
still goes." · : . : . · · 

• 
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

i 
I 

i 
I ---------------· -I 

-_-'toner Visits With 
Says Plea Was 

R.ay, 
Pressured 

J ·. -: e.', Eai. Ray's third attorney emerged fr0m a two-hour 
· v,si_t m Ray':.: maximum sec u,--ity cell in Nahs,. Ile yr : day 

.•vm6 the conviete<l killer of Dr. Martin Luth,·,· l(in1~ ; i v.is 
·,ressured into pleadinrr r- ,:i,,_ ." 

J. B. Stoner, 011, .• r:,, "l' J·rc<,'er,;,.,, ,did , ,,;- .lw 
.,;:tional States Rights Party ;,nd a :,:1vann:1h, G:•., ;:w,···-r 
loi;g :1sscciated With the Ku Klux Klan, visited Ray 'tf. tl1c 

· ':·, ,1ntssee State Prison. He said he had new information in the 
E-'~1 v ,~::ise. •------------.-------- ·-----

, Stoner would not d:scuss his l1im. "He (Ray) is not g1iilty," 
;;;~,v i-formatiun. He refused Stoner said. "I think Mr. Ray 

;)111?nt whrn asked if he is the victim of a con'>riracy.''· 
, --.:--uld h2lp Ray in his ·q;~ f:::- !:!. Ray has written Criminal· 

-.v .. t,;al, tlwu::,i he had said Court Judge W. Prest.rm )1 t1le 
. , · lie1 that he would. ' · ' asking for a post-<, :1 •i,,f.ic,n 

. · · hearing - to w1,ich he is enti-

. The a~t,,mey added that "the tled under. Tennessee law - , 
: y.iona: States Rights Party but_ a hea:mg cannot be held 

_, a't !'!te Martin Lucifer (sic) until ,the Judge ~'eturns from a 
· .. g and I didn't like Martin. vacation later this week. . 
; ~·,cjfor ,sic) King, and I've I . 1 

, 11ever shed any tears about l .. R~y has not sai~ Stoner · 
wteat '1appened to 'him." l-k; i\•ou1d be emplr.1·,1e~ m '.m ap- ., 

· · .. ; ,d >.•c didn't think his asso- i i;eal for a new. tn~l.. ~•ut he 
1,: ··tiOl' with the Klan O • his: wrote a letter w his wrmer 1 
•. .". .. , , 

1 

1

. attorney, Arthur J. Hanes of 
· , ty ,,ould_ hurt Rays case. . Birmingham, asking for assist-

)~oner said, at th~ momei:t, 
1 
ance. '; 

,;,: is ~-.':y repre.c;entl~g Ray m1 Hanes said he "might some- 1 

_ .. .I· «::s that Ray mten?s t01 time go up c:nd talk with 
.,!~ a~amst s,e~eral nat1onalJ James Earl Ray, but I've nev­
·~'"@-?l!le.~ ~r false and _de- 1 er had any intentions of get-
.. ,._matory __(!ha~~~-s. agam~t I ting back in the case." I Ray dropped Hanes Nov. 10, : 

I the night before he w:ts first 
_scheduled to come to trial, and. 

;I hired Houston attorney Percy 
Foreman, who was represent­

; ing him Marer- 10, when Ray 
. pleaded guilty .md w .. s sen- . 
tenced to 99 years in pnson. - ,, 

In Memphis yesterday, Rus­
' sell X. Thompson, local attor-
1 ney who helped Hanes investi­
' gate the murdt>r, said he had 
.• urned over his file on the 
i 1{L1g assassin. ion t,1 the 
: , f .. r. fk sair' his in·,. 
; ,.1!1,1 irnl1<·:,ted t; •' po.• . . , , .f 
la r- 1n,:,:racy, !)lit d•~•i .. d w 
iel:il'-1ra:c 

,....,_/ c I Stoner's visit was •olk:1' ·d 
.A , Ir, 1 I at,n-.,st immed,;i·ely hv :1 ;, :t 
0 l ~ fri,in l{ay's .,1-•)thcr .:, , ·y, 

,✓ t~~/~ V'f~.:.- ' ':t. :;i~I ,, ''1 
• :,"jj :.JI, ,,. 11g t; ,·,·I 

• ,J ✓- : ,.,.,crlH'll l> in / , v . for a n,,1n, .flfs p, 
, ·1 . ;t··I." 

-~ ~4-, ---
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

:1 Foreman: NC 
T ' .hlcogo 

Dv rw as we have Kili ng 7r In The !rojs'r: TL:XAS, March 

. n to rear up in 
urderers, lofty 
abstract justice 

tu .ake a back seat 
wshp and entertain. 

i wfr, Courtroom buffs 
ho had re- , 

seats to the James Earl 
t'J ire now going about 

Foreman is a spell-
great kwyer and a 
man with the dra-

:irts of a Barry-

;ve r ted in the 
be of n man who 
plc: tv to t in he murder of 
'Dr Luther King 3r. 

Memphis, bu'it 
• L1W to the fans of 

c)O;r. htrics. 

jears of defending 
J:anne. accLs.d, Fore-
r€.'s tran-

..unds of Texas, 
• .. in; goes, if you 

down in cold 
a Street 

'd •. w nesses, the 
ne. uu do is call 

;rerr.in had de-
;r-c,ers. 

iy 52 had been 
•r,. The other 705 1, 
N e has bothered 

accurate count 
imar. himself cs-

derided per-

.64 

•e murder cases. 
• lie clients was 

lurde,  Gall, nt (1'10 1•'Ttvv  pn'p, nn' 
flWPjc1p'r, 'Ih' and 
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, nprove.s with 
• ;p11 a bad Lack, 
:ethuig like 401 
a week. 

ist, Foreman needs 
caey 1-Ic entered the 
'f e mu ;aes ncre, 

a• a 6i,ca and he of-' 
.ci. es cases for nothing. 

\i..''. raike a dim" 
'ay he r(,,-

r 

oiggest fee 
• . ts ever earned was 

Cecil BlafferHud-
[r,'orce suit several 
Foreman won for 

• ' w.. custody of her 
chi . n and a settlement 

•f six :' ne-half million dol-
frta. unfortunate hus-

nd. 
Ve'r. siusfied with the set-

a-ieni', :ernaa said after 
. . ......... Jcst it's more 

(the first Mrs. 
Rocktdtller) got. 

That Mrs. Hudson said 
w...ed — more than 

;a ton newspapers 
tr:s rat his fee 

,as a dollars. 
-nee was asked to 

with Clarence 
CzCago's great crim-

' • the '20s and '30s. 

are both interest-
L;• -.. me things - the 

poor and op-
they're noi poor 

meet 'em, they are 
vr.. th hrough with them." 
L-ie will haggle over 
,;iC5r '2e. Once he talked a 

out of his mi-i 
:csCope 3'd a musician out of 

Percy Foreman 
—Staff Photo 

or harpr'chn l. Ire will or -

c pt anything in lieu of a cash 
fee. 

That is why he OWi 

o little houses and ' 11 
-r Texas, 24 pound, of tti 

Ic and  

d 1J()1n)h !)! rked 
es and re!ng(rarr.., ftirni-

Lare and anLu- 'ud heaven 
knows what elrc. 

"1 just don't have time to 
mess with all that stuff and 
practice law too," he says. 
"Maybe if I retire, I'll get time 

.to look after it all. 
Prosecutors and peace offi-

cers pray every day for Per-
cy's retirement. The story that 
-shows how lacerating he can 
be to the prosecution happened 
in 1950. Foreman, in defending 
a man accused of murder, so 
maddened Harris County Sher-
iff Buster Kern and Texas 
Ranger Capt. Johnny Kleven-
hagen that when the jury for-
man said "not guilty," Kern 
and Klevenhagen - normally 
two taciturn, rock-faced men 
- emitted cries of rag , 
leaped the courtroom railing, 
pounced on Forman and 
pummmeledhj until they 
were restrained,  

told y';-

-.-'v'. tir •,.,n 
lii t, h' is  

rjej J;f;r r 

ilis p;irtrers nr'v"r i:;c r' ' 
toetlir), 'lie 
evidence will ho. 
Secondly, he cs 

trial (the Ray 
exception), hecaitse, he 
points out, "I'm p.tt'; 
with juries." He  

People to serve on u 
work assciont,ts c-
countant " v 
work with otner 
know human frailty c 
"I like social 
tea"hei-s and baj 
on nw juries." 

And once the trial is UOne 
way, Foreman tries his- te 
keep the attentcjn off his 

client. "You sho1d never 
low the defendant t' io tred, 
he says. "Try sr ' kc 
the husband, the 'v-" 

lice, or if tie ca'e  

implications, socecy in a 
eral." 
Percy Forerrar, was ;. 

a log cabin in the pin €' -.o1 
of East Ji Texa.J-is cadd', ,- 

a sheriff and Percy pickec.pt 
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a 

the law by hanging 
iJ ,:e courthouse. He 

t• ')c.. •uut of high school, but 
worcd his way through 

--!y of Texas Law 

'er he had the Midas 
He. anaged to save 

67 mic a law student. 
vu do that?" some-

'c.- _;- sied him, and he 
"! sold cars, worked 

oek. ::gent for the Ma 
made speeches 

'3aia lecturer." 
i- iria1 apftal, 

a terrillo binge 
: • 927. 

i'eiec ! had better get 
:mf. refore 'hey took it 
:e sai: So I went back 

o Rouston and put the rest 
int. Y ) w niice. That 

AS owhere in sight. 
i has ' n­.­-der cases in 

ouss gc; of preparation, 
v3rçe and he doesn't 

•o .' hâw .Any other assorted 

vrr fl' 

''I •.i' .' 

VJ1('t) 

,. I. 

criminal i'tters hanging fire. goddess ofjustice, executed in to chang, it to the ;o' 
On the facade hf his office a gold mosaic, stai\ding above liberty. My cjicnfs dn'. want 

building is a two-story high the Golden Rule written in tile justice, they want. iibery.' 
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(Mount Cl I pp Ing In Spoce Below) 

_RayW~nts 
··.To Void 
G11ilty Plea 
James Earl Ray, confessed 

killer of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., wants to void his 
guilty plea and get a new trial 
in Memphis. 

Ray's intention to seek a new 
hearing was stated in a let­
ter he wrote from his cell in 
State Penitentiary to Judge W. 
Preston Battle, who on March 
10 accepted the guilty plea and 
imposed a 98-year sentence. 

Petition 
"He said he's going to file a 

post-conviction petition and get 
a lawyer," Judge Battle said 
Wednesday in disclosing receipt 
of the letter. "If he does, then 
we'll have an evidentiary hear-
ing." ~-- --,., 

Such a hearing would give 
Ray a chance to show that his 
legal rights were impaired to 
the extent that a new start in 
the case is warranted. 

Expressing no surprise at\ 
Ray'i, move, Judge Battle com• 
.mented: "Everybody does it.'' 1 

Petitions from prisoners have\ 
flooded the courts in rect'nt years' 

I 
in the wake of Supreme Court 

' decisions more sharply de­
lincat ir-g the pretrial rights of 
accused persons, 

Percy ForPman, the lawyer 
who advi&cd Hay to plead guilty 
and who says his connection 
wit)l t.he prisoner is now ended, 
said in New York: 

"I t.hink that James Earl Ray' 
enjoys the spotlight and any way 
he can keep the center of th(\ I stage he ,,u:11 ,t~ i~. I wi!lh '1ini _ 

1
well. I d()u t tlunk it advt1;d1~1e, 

• 

.. 

((ndleate paqe, name of 
new■paper, city and ■tat•·> 
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'but that'!- his responsibility, not' 
.Jnine. '! ,. . ., 

. . Foreman Opinion 
" Foreman reiterated his per­

'sonal conviction that contrary 
,to tJ1e v i e w s of many who 
~<;uspect a conspiracy, R.ay acted 
1al011e. · · 
~ "James Earl 'Ray decided, 

. and he alone decided, to kill 
l\fartin Luther King so. that he 
could claim the glory,'' Fore­
man declared. 

"I think James Earl Ray was 
a racist. He thought he would 
be a hero. He completely mis­
conceived the thinking of the 
white race." • -

Only a day after his guilty 
pica Ray told officers taking 
11:m from Memphis to the Nash­
viilc penitentiary: 

"I was convinced if I didn't 
plead guilty I was going to the 

; electric chair. I wish the hell I 
' hadn't new because wrth what 

they had on me I believe the 
worst I'd gotten would have 
been !ife." 

Under a 99-year sentence, 
Ray. now 41; is ineligible to seek 

· parnle until he has served 30 
years. With a life sentence he 
would be eligible in 13 yeats 
7 months. 

Ellington 
Meanwhile Gov. Buford El­

lington of Tennessee, referring 
to the theory that Ray was part 
of a conspiracy, said he wonders 
now "Jne man alone could do 
all the things he did." 

Ellington saw the bulk of the 
-evidence against ; Ray before 
signing papers for. his e'f.tr~cH~ 

. tion fro~Q!l af~tr ,hy;k.~ 
lrest there la'S~C'.', ~.,:~~ 

rf Meanwhile.· aulho~ Cfayma[r 
: Jr. stated · dozen.s of. qucsli01 " 
were left. unanswered by ll e 

: swift proceedings in l\lcmph ·. 
I Blair has listed l9 of these 
1 questions in the 1fi1·st chapter of 
' his book, "J'h~ Strange Case of 
• James Earl '.Ray-The Man ~ho 
. Murdered Martin Luther Kmg 
·. Jr., published today by Bantam 
: Books. 

Qucstio11s 
Blair has raised additional 

questions since the book went to 
press :rnd today has callc? for 
the appointment of a blue-nbb?n 

• 

·sums ~f ,monry Jnsidc prison 
by selling drugs, as Memphis 
authorities a:;::rrf. how did lie 
smuggle lhf! ,,,rorwy out of 
prison and wh1, krpt it lor , 
him? 

• Who was the "friend" who 
helped Ray in E-ast St. Louis 1 

immediately after he escaped? 1 

• Who were the "friends" he 
looked up in Quincy, III., fol- t 
lowing his escape? ' 
• Did any of these "friends" : 
give him a pistol? , 
• Did Ray rob or help rob the ; 
Alton, III., bank on July 13, : 
1967? 

· Federal inwstigating commit­
. tee similar to . the Warren 
co~mission, to , investigate the • Why did Ray, a fugitive with · 

· Ray case. Among Jhe questions money stashed away, hang 
• this commissi011.should answer, around boyhood haunts for· 
. lie stated were: : .. weeks? c. 

' • Why did .Ja/nes Ea~l Ray • Why did Ray, a fugitive with 1 

.elect to escape from pnson at money stashed away, go to Chi-
, Jefferson City, Mo., only four cago and take a job in a res-
days before he .was schedul~d taurant, the Indian Trail in 
for a hearing before the Mis- Winnetka? 
souri Supreme Cou~t '''which • Who was th~ mysterious vis- : 
might have resulted m a mo- itoi· at the restaurant? 

_..lion to -.set him free? . i· • In Canada, who provided · 
. • Who was the accomplice Ray with the alias Eric S. Galt, 
'. Warden Swe~son says helped a living person resembling Ray 
; Ray escare m a bread box? and with scars matching Ray's? 
~ Wh~t act_10n has been taken • Why did Ray, as Galt, splurge 
. agamst him? . ix hundred-odd dollars on 
l• If ,'Ral.)ia111~d substantial clot~es and a ~~rk in the Lau- : 

rentian Mount.ams,: when for , 
that money, h'e could have t 

.bought forged seaman's papers, ' 
or a passport, or· both? ' 
• Who is the mysterious girl , 
Ray met in the Laurentians'? · 
• Did Ray meet a blonde Lat'in,. 

, named Raoul? · Why would' 
, Raoul, a ~cy:iµ,ger~ ' .and . _pre-' 
1

sumably an ·.underwotld figured 
-R.a~jth thou~nds:.ot,1 
,'•,~•.•·•,• 
•.~">.i. · ,. . 11~;.a 
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A -,.·rest Reivards 
In King Staying 
Lack Recipients i 

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON ; 
More than $55,000 in rewards 

offered for information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of , 
the slayer of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr. will go un­
claimed, it appeared last 
ni:;ht. 

Exec. Asst. Atty. Gen. Rob­
ert K. Dwyer said that in his 
opi r - r½e FBI would be enti­
tled L', d1e rewards if anyonf'. 
v1rre. But the FBI has a strict 
r:1le 2.ginst accepting r.,wards. 

Frank C. Holloman, director 
of th:: Memphis fire and police 
departments, said the Mem­
ph:.,, police havr: the same rule. ,. ., 

The Commercial Appeal of­
ft:r,~d a $25,000 reward in the 
(i...-c. '.r:~:: Scripps-Howard or­
ganizatic,;, including the Mem­
phis Press-Scimitar, offered 
another $25,000. 

The C,ty Council on April 5, 
the day after Dr. King's assas­
sim,cion, adopted a resulotion 
pl0d7 n<>, w underwrite a total 
r ,. • · .· cf $i"'\0n'.) indudingl 
t • .:1 ~ of the newspapers. But 
tilf chy attorney notified the 
cour,c1l the next day that lt is 
forbidd~ by ~w to pay a re-1 
ward exceeding $5,000. · . 

Miss Dr.r,:.,thv ns rad k er,; 
council secr•.'tdr'., said no slg-, 
nifir,nt ,r•1ounL:. had bPen of.I 
fered, to nrr knowledge, be­
yond those of the newspapers 
and the Citv Co,mcil. 

Arrestect' in London June 8, 
Ray pleadPd f.!•iidy in Criminal 
Court here March 10 and was 
sentenced to !Hl years in the 
state prison. From his cell in 
Nashville Ray has written that 
he wants to change his plea 
and is reported to have hired a 
new chief counsel, his third. 

~ .. 
Stoner Steers Cleair 
Of New Trial Bid 

SAVANN~H, a., March 25. 
- (UPI) ational :-.r.,tes 
Rights f>,a y attorney J. B. /11//)f.:_ / 
Stoner-said Tuesday he wou d 
not represent James Earl R,-,v 
in any action seeking a new 
trial in the assassirnn,uii t «'-'I! 

of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Stoner said his only interest 

was in representing Ray in 
civil action against "n:1ti0nrl 
figures." He had said earlier 
he would file libel suits against 
some of the news media, but 
Tuesday he said that the suits, 
to be filed by next week, "will 
involve national figures ,but 
won't mentton any -,c'tt;ori-al ot~ 
ganizatioq!J_ a~ ~ time, 11 

(Indlcal" page, nam" i 
new■paP"''• city and · , 
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lPriSon Balks. at Meeting 
Between Ray, ·Memphian 

FROM PRESS DISPATCHES 

NASHVILLE. - James 
EarlRay, who wants to disa­
VO\V.his admission of gµilt in 
the·. murder of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., has, been 

.. denied a meeting with a 
Memphis attorney at the 
•state prison here. 
HERE.!'P Harry S. Avery, 

Harry S. Avery, Tennes­
see commissioner of correc­
tions, said Richard J. Ryan 
was turned. 'away by prison 
officials yesterday because 
he had not been. officially re­
tained s Ray's lawyer. 

IN OmER developments 
Wednesday, the Tennessee 
Supreme Court handed down 
a decision which could be­
come a major hurdle· for 
Ray in his bid to gain a new 
trial and overturn his 99-
year sentence. 

The court, in an opinion by 
Justice Allison B. Hum­
phreys dealing with a bur­
glary conviction, ruled that 
a convicted criminal cannot 
seek to invalidate a prison 
sentence on grounds he was 

. misadvised by his attQrney , 
to plead·guiltv. " 

· Jerry ~.RaJt~ Ia,pi~s Earl's 
brother, said last week after 
visiting the ptison, that 'bis 
:brother would ask for a new 
trial on grounds he was 
"pressured" by his former 
attorney, Percy Foreman, 
into entering a guilty plea in 
King!s death.-

RA Y'S BR01HER also 
said a Memphis lawyer had 
been contacted to work on 
the new trial. He identified 
the attorney as ·••A:.- J; Ry­
man." 

Ryman indicated to prison 
officials that he had been 
contacted.. Prison offi.cials 
said, however, he did not 
present a letter or , other 

, proof of the contact when he 
a r r i v e d at the ·prison 
Wednesday. 

Avery said pris.on regula­
tions allo\f pn)y ~e prison-
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er's immediate family to vis­
it durmg an initial six-week 
"Classification period." That 
would mean Ray would not 
be able to have. other visi­
tors· until sometime next 
inorith .. · · 

Ray's in the prison's maxi­
mum secur~ty bufiding. ~ . 

" 'This is what I need,' " 
Powers quoted Ray as say­
ing, sarcastically when he 
read the accounts. " 'This . 
will really help me.' " Pow-

THE ONE PERSON, other 
than his brother, who has 
been pennitted to vi.sit with 
Ray is .Georgia attorney J. 
B. Stoner. He was allowed to 
visit because, Avery said, he 
traveled here ijt Ray's re­
quest ijnd has been retained 
by Ray since last_ September. 

Stoner, who has said his 
own association with the Ku 
Klux Klan will help 'him in 
his work for Ray, said he'is 
filing libel suits on Ray's be­
half against some national 
publications but is not con­
nected with criminal pro­
•ceedings in the case. 

Meanwhile, an inmate who 
was confined Glose to Ray in 
the state prison said Ray has 
1been upset by newspaper ac­
counts linking Stoner with 
the Klan. 

JAMES POWER, who 

ers said Ray was-confident, 
however, that )le will be re~ 
turned to Memphis . for a 

· hearing on his planned ap­
peal for a new trial. 

"He told us that he didn't 
expect to lbe in prison very 
long," Powers said. " 'That 
jail cell in Memphis is just 
li.l{e !,left it, " Powers quot-
ed Ray as saying. · 

POWERS SAID Ray talked 
with him as well as two 
Negroes confined to the 
maximum security building. 
The two, Wiliam Garvin Al­
len and Steve Parker, 1both 
described by police as black 
power advocates, are s~rv­
ing 99-year sentences on con­
viction of the slaying of a 
white Nashville policeman. 

was freed yesterday, had 
1beE;p caofi~d to a cell near 

Powers said the Negroes 
made no attempt to harass 
Ray and none of the prison­
ers had asked Ray about the 

. King case. 
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/R~y L9.oks To Developments , 
! In Politics To Bring Release 

James Earl Ray expects certain "political developments" 
in this country will free him from prison in two to four years, 
according to an article by William Bradford Huie, Ray's 
biographer, in this week',s Look magazine. 

Ray, writes Huie, "believed that Geoi:ige C. Wallace would 
be elected president .•.. and that President WaHace would 
proipptly pardon the murderer of Dr. King." 

The article says that Ray eventually took comfort in the 
Republican victory and that•· · 

his brother Jerry Ray told sentence, offers his treflec­
Huie: "Jimmy's . friends are tions: "When a man accused 
just 'bo~d to have more pow~r of murder sends for Percy 
after,, Nixon becomes pre_s1- Foreman, 1 show him the cour­
dent. tesy of assuming he is 

The confessed killer, now guilty· · · 
serving a 99-year term in the . . 
Tennessee State Prison "took King Memorial Planned 

· what he regards as a p~litical Today In Washington 
action approved by millions of The first of a series of me­
Americans," wrote Huie. morial services in observance 

"Ray thinks he fired the first of the anniversary of the death 
shot in a social or racial con- of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
flict, a second Civil War, will be held today in the Wash­
which will eventually result in ington Cathedral about an hour 
his being freed. He therefore after the body of President Ei­

! feels fulfilled; he believes he is senhower is taken from the 
'liked, respected, e - cathedral to the Capitol. 
mired. Members of the Southern 

"And he is confident that po- Christian Leadership Confer­
litical developments in the ence, which Dr. King headed, 
United States will cause him to are sponsoring the 4 p.m. serv­
be freed in two to four years." ices. 

, In the article, Huie says his They were planned several 
own conclusions point to the months ago to coincide with 
likelihood that Ray acted alone the weekend closest to, but not 
despite some lingering doubt after, Dr. King's death (April 
that Ray was involved in a 4) and were in no way intend­
conspiracy. ed to 'be linked with the Eisen-

hower death honors, a cathe- , 
In the same issue of the dral spokesman said. 

magazine, which goes on sale The SCLC has estimated 
Tuesday, Birmingham attor- 18,000 marchers are expected 
ney Arthur J. Haynes, hired by to participate in a memorial 
Ray and fired last Nov. 11, march in Memphis Friday. A 
assesses the case and says he local march planner said yes­
believes "that Ray killed Dr. terday the march is estimated 

. King because he was directed to cost $25,000. The money is 
to do it." ,...,,, .. expected to come from contri-

An attorney Percy Fore- butions from several organiza­
man, who got Ray to plead tions, indivici 11els·1aod ,the Na~ 
guilty and take the 99-year. tional Council of Churches.. -, 

• 
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Jlldge .W. Preston Battle-
- . 

Found Fatally Stricken, 
~i-ctim· Of Heart Attack 

Mr. BeaslE"3 said t'q?t he was 
not sure what time he had 
tried to call the judge, but that 
he had seen him between 12: 30 
and 1 p.m. 

Capt. J C. (,jltess of the 
. Sheriff's Department homicide 
'·squad said the judge died of a 
heart attack. A physician who 
attended the judge at the hos• 

I pital said there ,. were no out• 

I 
ward indications of the cause Leaving the Criminal Courts 
of death. " ,. · Building to go home late yes-

the doctor said he knew terday, Mr. Beasley saw lights 
Judge Battle had a mild dia- 1on in Judge Battle's office. 

, betic condition and was being · "I don't normally go into 
treated for a "neck condition" judges• . offices, but I just 
by an arthritis specialist. thought somethiPg might be 

wrong," he said. 
Judge Battle had apparently An ambulance took the 

been writing at his desk just judge, seemingly dead, to the 
before he was stricken. A pen hospital from his office in the 
was found beside his desk. west end of the building's sec­
Friends said he had no history ond floor, only a few steps 
of heart trouble. from the courtroom where Ray 

Chief Deputy Sheriff Roy C. had pleaded guilty March 10 
Nixon said an immediate au- and was se~ntenced ,.by Judge 
topsy was ordered and per- Battle to 99 years in prison. 
formed at John Gaston Hospi- Mr. Beasley, one of the chief 

' tal morgue. investigators for the attorney 
Capt. R. A. Cochran of the general's office in the Ray 
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DramITTequel 
Homicide Bureau said the au- case, said Judge Battle had 

; topsy completed at 9: 50 p.m. taken a week's vacation and 
. by Dr. Jerry T. Francisco, had a physical checkup just 
. county medical e x a m i n e r, before the final hearing. 

Editor: ~;,-:lil1'U •;- "V\ X '.\'A 

Jurist Claimed National 
Attention By Conducting 

James Earl Ray Case 

By WOODROW PAIGE JR. 
Criminal Court Judge W. 

Preston Battle, who gained na­
tion:11 attention in conducting 
the trial of James Earl Ray 
for the sniper-slaving of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, was found 
slumped over his desk at 5: 25 
p.m. yesterday. He · was dead 
when hai, arrilre<',. qt,..Methodist 
, Hospital at 6-: 02 p.m. 

showed Judge Battle died of a _ The judge, obviously keeping 
; heart attack. himself clear for future hear-
1 Judge Battle was found by ings concerning the case, had 
. Asst. Atty, Gen. Jim Beasley, said little about it publicly. 
, who- had tried unsuccessfully James A. Blackwell, Criminal 
' to find him earlier in the after- Court clerk, said the judge had 

noon. .. ,. signed the minutes of the trial 
"I called him several times in which Ray pleaded guilty, 

today. I called his secretary however. _ 
and _she said,he was ·apparent- : Mr. Beasley said law en­
ly with s?meone else because I forcement gfficia)s gnd the at­
s;l_le ~adn t been able to ~et torney general's office had 
him either," Mr. Beasley said. \ 

"She checked with Sheriff 
(Williaml Morris about 3 p.m. 
and found he wasn't with him. 
I left a m~ssaee ~ith her for 
him to call me, and checked 
with her later." 
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asked otl'.'w judg~ to take 
charge of all material concern­
ing the case. 

The papers from the Ray 
Case and others were gathered 
together and taken to the of­
fice of Criminal Court Clerk 
James Blackwell and locked 
up. 

"We don't want Ray to tell 
us later he wrote something to 
Judge Battle and it disa-p­
peared," he said. 

Judge Battle was reluctant 
to talk about the Ray case 
after the sentencing. He said. 
that "if I discussed the case 
I might have to recuse myself 
and make some other poor 
judge go through what I have 
for the past year. Gentlemen, 
I wouldn't wish that on any-
body." . . 

During the numerous prellm­
inary hearings and the final 
session, Judge Battle insisted 
on strong controls, following 
exacting procedure and limit­
ing publicity about the case as 
much as possible. 

Leo Bearman Jr. of the 
amicus curia c o m m i t t e e 
named iby Judge Battle to as­
sist him in applying his or:der 
limiting publicity in the Ray i 
case, said the judge's death 
may render contempt proceed-I 
ings against six persons moot. 

In September, Judge Battle 
found two reporters, an attor­
ney and a private detective 
guilty of contempt but delayed 
sentencing them, saying that 
by their f.pture CQ,Tlduct they 
might purge themselves. 

He had 1'1&o &"ed on con­
tempt charges a fingerprint 
expert for the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, George Bone­
!brake, and magazine writer 
William Bradford Huie. Hear­
ings for them was set for 
April 11. 

"A contempt proceeding was 
a very personal matter with 
the judge," said Mr. Bearman. 
"Judge Battle's death could 
make the prosecutions moot. 
But I just, don't know. I don't 
think anybody would know un­
til he has gone to a law library 
and read the precedents." 

Judge Battle had said he 
would not be available to hear 
any new motions in the Ray 
case until after a planned 
march Friday in memory of 
Dr. King. 

Chief Justice Hamrltori Bur­
nett of the Tennessee Supreme 
Court said Judge, Battle's 
death would have no effect on 
any request Ray mig'ht make 
for a new trial. 

"It makes no difference at; 
all," he said, adding that any 
Criminal Court judge could 
rule on a petition for a new 
trial. 

"It's normal for a case to be 
referred to its original location 
because of the availability of 
witnesses," the justice said, 
"but ther.e is no legal basis 
requiring the same ju9ge who 

• 

heard the original case to hear 
an.appeal." 

Judge Battle became a 
Criminal Court judge in 1959, 
when he was appointed to a 
newly created court. He was 
re-elected W'• ]i66 for a ter~ 
which wooHf nave en- '. (,,i 
1974. , 

Gov. Buford Ellington will 
name a successor, but may 
ask the local bar association· 
for recommendations. 

Services will be at 3:30 p.m. 
tomorrow at Grace-St. Luke's 
Episcopal Church with burial 
in Elmwood Cemetery. Mem­
phis Funeral Home on Union 
is in charge. · .. , 
' Judge Battle leaves his wife, I 
the former Florence Warfield: 
Boyce; a daughter, Mrs. E. R. 1 

Kinnebrew III of 269 Conlee; a I 
son, W. Preston Battle Jr. of! 
1422 Lamar; a step-daughter, 1 

Mrs. E. Frank King of 8123 
Dogwood Road, Germantown, 

.. 1 and a stepson, W. J. Britton III 
of 189 Wallace Road. · 

He would have been 61 May 
6. Born in Memphis, he attend­
ed Memphis public schools, 

. Memphis University School, 
.· Woodberry Forest School in 
, Orange, Va.; Washington & 
Lee University and the Univer­
sity of Memphis Law School. 

An assistant attorney gener­
al in Shelby County from 1934 
until 1945, he practiced law in: 

1 
Memphis from 1945 until 1959, j 

1. when he ~as aniw.inted to the\ 
1new court.· 
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ltiy case :J?roVid~ ClissiCist 
X-Climactic Role_ 

ByCH~UNDSON 1 ~udge · ,I\iJttje df?,plnred ~he· "lie ran 4is c.ourt with a taut 
Criminal Court ~udge W. quirk •Of fate tha~ let the Ki~g string and 6Bth ffie defense 

Preston Battle considered the tragedy hapl?en m Memphis. and the prosecution knew at 
James . Earl Ray case the He detested, JUSt as much, a~y all times where they stood," 
crowning event of his _career attempt ~o demean Memphrs Atty. Gen. Phil l\t Canale said 
and "'.as able to see 1t to a b;Gause 1t happ:ne_d to be the last night. • 
conclusion only because Ray city where the cnmmal caught J d Battle belonged to an 
plead~ guilty four weeks be- . up with his intend_ed victim. . . old u -t~rginia · family whose 
fore his-trial was se~. A Ioyer of class1cs, one _of hJS members included legislators, 

Ray pleaded gutlty March , favonte authors was Wmston . d · s and a fairly recent gov-
10 •.. The trial was set for'April Churchm. In passing sentence ~~n~~ John s. Battle. His 
7. Judge Battle was fo~nd on Ray, Judge Battle para- home' in the Continental Apart­
dead, slumped over the offI.ce phrased Churchill's retort to nts showed patrician tastes. 
table ~here he had sp:nt hours · Adolf Hitler's tihr~at to "w~ng · mOn the bookshelves the clas­
studymg and C?nfernng over England's nee~ bke a chick-, sics predominated. But his li­
the Ray case, 1ust a week be- en." "Sf\~e cbw~n - _ some 1 b f records extended 
fore the trial would have be- neck," :replied Churchill. . ·~ f:::J th~ cJasi,ic tQ roc~-and-
gun. 11 d M ~ roll and jazz. His pedigree~ 

The man who ki e Dr. · ar- A natio13J Df>K'5., magazine,!~- , 
tin Luther King Jr. is expected writing of the King murder, i bulldog Punky usually sat at 
to move for a new trial, file a termed Memphis a "decaying)! his master's side. ___ , 
writ of habeas corpus and take 1, every other legal step within Mississippi River town." From~ The judge was a man of de-
his means to reverse his con- th; ben~h, Judg: Battle re- termined views. He once con-
Vl·ction. Most observers think pbed: Some nver, some f d t · p bl' D f d 

town." esse o u IC_ e en er 
Judge Battle left no loopholes. Ray's first attorney, Arthu Hugh Stanton Sr. that in a Some of the judge's friends 
said that, ~cause 9f his ~ense Hanes; fornier Birmingham murder trial he allowed in the 
of drama, he was d1sappomted mayor, alluded to the home record'evidence he knew could 
there was not a full-dress trial. town devotion when told · - and in fact did - cause a 
Even without that, it appears New York last night of Judg reversal on appeal. "I just· 
that Judge Battle's name will Battle's death. "He was sin , 
go down. in the case books.. cere and he was conscien · wasn't going to be a party to 
This seems assured by his tious," ·said Mr. Hanes. "H turning that man loose on so­
stem attempt to dosely limit loved his city and defended it. ciety again." 
pretrial publicity in the Ray He was th\pkjng a{Jhe welfare ·---
case. of his city and state throughou When he was assistant attor-

ney general he would go to 
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His conviction of two report- 1 the case. I'm sure he had a great pains , to gather evi­
ers for contempt o~ a char~e /tetrifilstrain.'& . ,. • dence or_get a confession. In 
.of violating the pretnal pubhc• Mr. Hanes was found in con- . one famous Shelby County 
ity order is on appeal to the tempt of court for discussing case, he too~ a Bjble to !ill 
United States Suprem~ Court. portions of the legal proceed- accused man s cell, read him 
However decided, it will plow ings in the trial and had been the commandment, "T h o u 
new ,ground on the issue of a scheduled to appear for sen- shalt not kill," arid pleaded for 
free press versus a fair trial. tencing April 11 _ a confession. He got the 

!he case may ~ell deter- Judge Battle· had the quiet, . confession. But the United L------------­
m_ine whether Am_e~can <:ourts fi:111 presence _ the natural I States Supreme Court found 
will folio~ the Bntlsh pohcy of gift of command _ to hold the I duress. The case was re-
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suppressm; many facts of .a most expansive or exuberant I versed. . 
cnme un~il the. accused f is attorneys in bounds. This may In some eases in which he 
tried, or WJll CADS!Qf'd: an un ;t have •been one reason why a wa,s _ reversed, he .announced 
ter~d pre~s an m ispensa e courtroom showman like Hous-: from the bench, "l am of the 

,ally of justice. - ton's Percy Foreµi~n chosatoj same ~rjaioa stilt," Then he ' 
plead his c,Y._en.t -ati~tr· r~*r I woul.d cite .chapter and verse. 
than go to trial, ·-, . . •. ,· ! 
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In the Montesi trial, a re­
porter wrqte "Jf t}JP. principals 
had been typecast by Holly­
wood,. they could have gotten 
no better man to preside than 
Judge Battle." 

He savored every nuance of 
the testimony, but his face 
never betrayed the fact. Where 
there was direct conflict of tes­
timony, one of the two wit­
nesses was clearly ly;ing. 
Judge Battle was known to say 
bluntly, "This is an issue of 
credibility. The coure believes 
Mr. X." 

In early middle-age Judge 
Battle had a liquor problem. 
Many friends considered his 
victory over this the greatest 
proof of his character. To very 
close friends, he sometimes re­
ferred to himself as "an ar- , 
rested alcoholic."-

In discussing the Greek clas­
sics, the· judge liked to recall 
the passage from Plato quot­
ing Socrates as preferring to 
obey Athens' laws and drink 
the cup of hemlock rather than 
flee prison. In a certain sense , 
the James Earl Ray case 
turned outtn be Jm}ge Battle's! 
cup of .hemlock; J 

• • 

Judge's Door: Aiar_ ~ft.er Discovery 
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A top prosecutor in the James ~:ir, 1~;1y c:;,;:; L~" n.: .. c 
hailed a new decision by the Tennessee S,1.r;;\':· .. c C:1,•, r' .. ::. 
'-assuring n,ore than ever that I\.ciy's co:~,,.; :~t :1-1;; \'. , ), . ·\.:." 

In the case of Robert E. Richmond, convict(_•,; o:- b,Jrgla;-y 
at Winchester, Tenn., the Supreme Court held ti1C conviction 
could not be overturned on Richmond's pica that he was 
pressured by his attorney to plead guilty. Justice Allison D. 
J-Tun1phreys who \V r o t e the. --- ·- · -----•----- ·· •- - -- --- -

opinion, s;id, "Incompetency/ a }oL of them are filed any-
way" of counsel, to be a denial of · 

due process, must be such as: After plcac:in~ ~;'.iiity March 
to make th~ trial ~ f~rce,,, a 

1 

10 Ray was scntencd to 99 
~ham a moci--cry of Justice. . • • I ,.,. 

1 ~ · , . . : yca:-s ,i, ;;tate prison. n ,•,as 1• 
The Supreme Court s opm10n. .11 , ~; .. , . 

c:.i:ne on reversal of a Tenncs- j vi e :'JC~.ci clay a new!~ re-
sec Court of C:imin~I Appea)s ilease_d prisoner wl.10 occupied a 
orucr overturning Richmond s: maximum security cell near 
convictio.n .in the Franklin; Ray quokd him as saying, 
County Circuit Court. 1. "I'll be going back to Memphis 

Exec. Asst. Atty. Gen. Rob-I (for an ap;)eal) bef~re long.': · 
c;-t K. Dwyer said t:1e high 

I 
Another source m Nashville 

co~irt's opinion sets no new1 said Mern:,his lawyer Richard 
doctrine applicable to the mani J. Ryan ·.vent to the prison 
convicted of the m~irder of Dr. i yesterd,,y .o sec Ray but was 
Manin Luther King Jr. i refused pumission by prison 

"it makes us rejoice, of: officials. 
course," Mr. Dwyer said. "But I Mr. Ry"n was quoted as say­
we were confident ~ay's rights! ing he would be bac;,; because 
had been safeguarded." i he was Ray's new lawyer and 

Mr. Dwyer said there still is I will be filin;:; the appeal. 
nothing to keep Ray from fil-1 Mr. R:;1&.n's home confirmed 
ing a writ of habeas corpus in last night that he had gone to 
federal court, which is where Nashviile to the prise;:. ···-·- ;. ____ __:_-,., 

l (lndicat<, 1•0;,,., norn•• 0( 
! newspap~r, c:ily and eta,.-., 
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• 
(Mount Cl lpplng In Space Below) 

\Vin .Honor l(ing 

. Hl J)atc ()f I)eath 
i 

A 20-block march in tribute to 
',.ne late Dr. Marlin Luther King 
Jr. will be sponsored here Fri­
day by the Nashville fAACP 
Youth Council. ,. -- ., 

E d w a r d Covinglon, council 
president, said the march, com­
;n~ on the first anniversa_ry of 
Dr. King's Memphis assassina-. 
non, will begin at Hadley Park· 
~! ll :30 cl.m. and move to the: 
Slate Capitol Building where a1 

1,1emorial service will be held 
on the steps of the building. 

An earlier memorial service 
for Dr. King will be held at 8 
a.m. Friday il.LJ..ill'__~~isk Uni­
versity athletic stadium. 

• 
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l>y ~/:.!·~.\1\!:, ~-.~-;~~RT\S~l'\ 
P· c~s.-.ScinHf.;(~:afi Wrllcr 

When a riiic sliot rang out 
o:· chc cvr·:1inr, of April 4, 
J: ,i:\ bri.i;.;i:1;; death to Dr. 
?..;:.din Luther King Jr., the 
T,"' •1

'; w;is the most cxpen­
si,. · ·: 1rdC'r cc1: :! in the his­
tory c,i t;,e poLc:e clcpart­
ment, i.: ··"' revealed today. 

Chit; hi'nry Lux released 
figur showing that the 
h 0 '· · rl c squad devoted 
3, l-i-, _ .. : ~ :, lioLlrs to the inves­
tig:. v;-i, a, a cost of $14,677. 

·~·.:c:1 t:.e department as­
.sit ... ed men to the guard de­
ta( ;:s.,is~ing the sheriff's 
de;,:,rtment', in the 24-hour-

day gu;-,1;£l_~rI~.<?i_j;dr1r:•, J .-,i.'l 
1{ay in tiic ,.n1n1i.y ,:,i:, ;;La 
cost of 13,872 man hour;; ~rnd 
$57,934. 

Another guard detail had 
to be assigned to the r,tw.rd­
ing of a key witness, Charles 
Stevens, for a total of 7,530 
man hours between Aug. 24, 
1963, until March 11, lD69, at 
a money cost of $31,684. 

Cost of overtime during 
the last few days prior to the 
trial when police were mobil­
ized on an overtime basis to 
guard against any possi'ble 
trouble, was $64,428, 

Total cost of the homicide 
investigation and tfie variods 

•· ,;,1 ' .. ,, .. 

; .. 1:.1 .,; <;r ~-t,1~; ·1 1 !r: 1: J ,J~' :.o 
~- ~,:, ~. ~ 7';. -·- ---·~-- ·-

1 /Jesc figur, :; do not in­
clude the m0r,ey ;,;)r~nt rq the 
shcriWs department in the 
guard detail, alteration or 
the jail to accommodate Ray 
or costs of preparation for 
the trial. 
. Police have estifJ}ated. t4.at 

_!_t cost the department 

(Indicate pag", nam<> of 
neJ..apaper, city and etatP.) 
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• 

,-::u,·~i _detajls added up to $'501,431 in overtime and cx­
Slt,-),7iG. "' pcnscs for police'• officei'S''in 

_ These figures do not in• t!1,~ h:mclling 0£ the riots and 
elude the money spent by the civil dis or d c rs re:;u\ting 
sheriff's department in the . from the garbage s,rike and 
guard detail, alteration of the marches and riots at the 
the jail to accommodate Ray time of Dr. King's siayinG. 
or costs of preparation for , Costs given here •by Chief 
the trial. · Lux do not, of course, in-

Police have estimated that dude the vasts sum of mon­
- .. it-costth~)1._e part men t ey spent by the PBI·a.1d the 

• 

federal government In track• 
, ing down' .Tan\·~.;' Lari Ray, 

convicted slayer o[ Dr. I<ing. 
,r- . ! ~ 

I • )' • 
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

t. 

crirn-

rt jur V-oay 'ver 

1;n with a L,al proo-

1.c,i  
-• .: al c' iaes r! 

Tay, VCPd a'' Of 
,vIartn Luiner 1(.n Jr., f 
lowing death of the trial 
ju'lge. 
Key to a new tria, is ir thr. 

contents of a 1ettr ma led 
by ny to Criminal Court 
• Preston Battle, flU, 

.pred in his c.dTh 
of a heart 

:t(v. 

Rav  

o 

- : '. s 
it, .-- ..'1th. 
Jerry :;, cc'::s' 
mcdi en. 
.Judge  

—,---' ir 

;li ti f 
U U a4 ) 

nary insufficiency.. "a for;ii 
of heart disea n which 
emotions can cause a latal 
outcome." 
An inventory of Battle's 

papers and correspondence 
left on his desk and in lis 
chambers was completed 
James A. B ck.'.'ell. Crimi-
nal Court cl?rk. ned turc 
over to the r a1-ig fttar 

criminal court jud's. 

BLACKWELL W A S in 
conference with Judges Per-
ry Sellers, Odell Horton, Ar-
thur Faquin and John Col-
ton. They may get additional 
advice as to whether or not 
any letters would qualify as 

motio.:i and whether or not 
the mot :on should be filed. 

The decilon of te judges 
will determine whether the 

'letter frrn ?_ is, filed in 
'I-c Cru -aal Court clerk's 
ctfice by lac-wlJ. 

After Ray pleaded guilty 
to 3';rt' slaying and was 
sanc't to a U9-year prison 
rentenes, h had second 
thoughts. He wrote Battle 
appareniy asking for a new 
trial. Battle's office con-

ie cipt of the letter, 
ts were not di-

Jug Cha:ias Galbreath 
of the St,L C. of Crimi-
nal Appeals saia nn Nashville 
that Tennessee ln provides 
z-riy notions for a new trial 
pcnha before a deceased 

must be grtU. The 
law does no fthr , motion, 
;(' hn%' it must 'e filed, he 
54. ,-

j \\ •' :1 :1 ft p1 
t,4 i 

\; r 

14 

HE \it) IF fluv , Lter i' 
construed , a flint O[1 for a 

w trial, thr staL' would 
rave to give Rev one. 
Blackwell ;; d C.,- ; Ler 

Ray sent to VliUl nevr 
led in h clerk's office and 
's of the moment was not a 
part of the court records. 

THERE IS NO motion for 
a new trial or a habeas 
corpus writ on file in the 
c I e r k 's office, Blackwell 

said. He said, however, that 
Judge Battle had signed the 
minutes ' of the arch 10 
hearing wnere Ray'. aay 
plea was made. 

If the judge hadn't signed 
the mioutes, Ray, under 
Tennessee law, wojld have 
been entitled to anew trial. 

AV 

In the case of a petit:n or 
a writ of habeas corpus 
w.ere a prisoner claims ids 
r g It t s were denied — 

Tnnessee Supreme Court 
Cl'ief Justice Hamilt 1ur-
o tt sa- d Battle's c':th 
•yiould have no effect on the 
cc 

"IT A110% 'E'S NO'dit'ference 
at all," burr Lt said, adding 

a ae rian of this kind 
cutld b f;!cd with another 
ju Ige. 

Gov. Buford Ellington will 
name a successor to Battle, 
but is expected to ask Mem-
phis and Shelby County Bar 
Association for recommen-
dations. 
Leo Bearman Jr. of (he 

amicus uriae pmnit1re 
named by Tbttln I" 

r'e'I$popet, city, ar,i State. 
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,.. 
him in ,1, 1'.'>·ini: !Jis order 
limit;ng ~;.i"l:city 1,; the Rav 
case, ,;;1id tllf' judge's death 
m.1y rc,vlcr ('Ontempt pro­
ccc,i:n,~ ,1;;;1:nst :;ix persons 
1;-:,;t. lJ:n h( said, the law 
rn .. st 1•,. r, .. ~, . : clwd concern­
ing this. 

TIIESE INCLUDE Prc!-"s­
Sdmitar reporter Rny 13. 
Hamilton :ind Cu;t' . .:,~'rl·ial 
Appc;1l rcpl1rt,'r Ch;irks Fd­
nrnndson. Rittk dcb\'cd 
sentencing them on convic­
tion of contempt, :;aying by 
their 1I1turc cwduc't they 
might purge themselves. 

The SL1t•; Supreme Court 
last weri( dealt a blow to 
Ray's ~., )JCS for a new trial, 
ruli1F! 'r1 a ... ::~;;;:; '.;:;nilar to 
R.,_,.•: ,· .. ,(•:.:ndant cannot P'Pt 

:-: :, ''- • •.1 -.~ :_ on gr,ounds he 
':'d,: ;a.k,.o-! ,into pleading 
g .. ;:y ~,:7 his :utorney. Ray is 
.-u::.,·:,e,: -~c- co:1tenc that 
r :,:c,:·;,.;; p:-essured him into 
..;_ g·.1:l,::_:- ;,I2a. 

-:-:;,ui.'.~. of 1422 Lamar, : 
, __ :'r:und ·1nco;:,~cious at 

.~ ,,;., du;,1p~;: over his 
h:s chimbers, by 

'·Gen.James Beas­
.l:c three prosecu-
~ .. ~ Ray trial last 

11:o.1tn. 
A Fire Department ambu• 

' ,nee t<'l•1k Battle to Method­
. :' l-<o~;;;t8l, where he was 
_. .. ~. _;-,uuced dead on arrival 

~:t 0:\J:. 

A SHEY! ... FF'S spokesman 
s2.id Battle did :10t 1have ,a 
;,istory of 2art r:::-ease. Dr. 
Jerry T. ::- ranc~sco, <::ounty 
c0roner, c.mfirrned, 1.fter an 
autopy ;;, 1t death was. 
c~.-... ,,c :: ;-, . · ,, : 2art attack. 

Ba.~L 1,<itl returned' from a 
Floriu.:::. ,;:iciition March 10 
the day i:hat Ray pleaded 
guilty to the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
and took anothe:.- rest after 
that, said tLe spokesman. He 
had a :<;·re · ,J checkup just 
•before u ,·.. . l. 

Beaslc .d 1lk ':';~w Battle 
b,,twecii · .:2: :a ~d 1 p.m. 
ye:,terd<'.J. , ,.d <Jci .npted to 
telepho,,:- ,,. la,,: . 

He fc,u:,, Ba,c:1.:'s secre­
tary Ji!:c ·i;; coJlu not find 
1;-.e ju(·, ·.nd she called 
'.;~~:,·ifi ,ctm N. Morris 

th },er for t.be 
·_'him. 

• 
BAlTLf. nTt:) 'N,OT ;Ptum 

the call ;rnd, in lnlc :iflf'r• 
noon, ;is nca~lcy w,1::; leav­
ing, he saw ligh.ts on in Bat• 
tic's office. 

It was then Dr:1sley cn­
tcred Battlf''s chamlwrs. 

Battle had been a Criminal 
Court juclgf' since J!l;i!l. 

He was born in Mer,.,, i•, 
and attendf'd JdJ,:\vii',i 
School, M<'mphi.<; Univrrsitv 

. School, Woodberry Forc~t 
~rhool at Orange, Va., Wa:.;h-
1nr,ton & Lee Univf'rsity, 
and the olcl UniV<'rsitv of 
Memphis law school. n;'. re-
1ceivcd his law license in 
1933. He served as assistant 
district attorney from 1934 to 
1945. · ., 

• n/\TI'f r. .M,\IWIFIJ tlw 
form"r Flr1 ,·nee \V:ll fi,·ld 
Boycf' of M,·,, 1 1,hi•: in 1011, 

J!P i•; ;il•:n · "I vi-.•,·d l·v frr ;r 
child I ( ;i: T\i :' n. F, ,i,l; 

hi:;: ,,r ,:r1,,1:: 1·J,,•.v1•, '1 . .I. 
il1iltnn llf. ~.Ti·. J' P. Ki11-

nc[11!'\\' Ill ,::id \I' ,Pr-r f'1,•··•. 
lon li 11ll,.' .Ir., :,II ;if M,·1,;­
plii•,, th r f' ( rr:ndr·liildr('ll I 
;11111 ,, hn1ti,•·r .. Jnii11 JL,iflP, 
oi K1111•::tc,n, f',·,111. 

J\:1t1J,, w.1·: lh(' j1:d 1 •r· h 
ho:h lri:11'; of I _.,111 I· 
J\'; .. 1; 1t<•.(d, .:-!rorcrv ,_.,.,,,! , 
ac,11~.,·d of :,h'.·:n;; 1,i·; ,., . 

T:,1tlk w;1· ;i •:!i1J1t.. ,,111, 

man who w·,., :;1•rin11~ - :1i­
most scowlin;:: - 011 the 
bench. He hali a r!'putatinn 
for conducting a "no-non• 

, sense" court1·oom. 

11 

<!V· i •11 1 ., · 11 j;,i 

,1; 

:• ' 1. 

p· 
, 1·,r 

sr,:::.:'.:, ,,._·:kr a m1cr.-,. o; ~. 
is tri,.,d ;1, fal!!··: :·• 1 ·:1,1 
have ii.·• · 

Tit 

in ,. · -., •· r,, 
\' ' :-,q 

BATILE WAS IN private 
law practice from 1945 until 
1959, when he won election to 
fill the newly created court 
b,mch he served until his 
death. Battle was appointed 
ito the post by_ G9v. Buford 
Ellington after the Memphis 

SEVERAL OF ms 0"( i. 
sions had hcrn reversed hv 
hi~her courts. but ;:11111 nc·::. 
noted th:,t wa~ tlH' 1,1,ffls r,; :i 

judge who heard many cases 
and was not afraid to blaze •1 

new trails. 

,ilL.Jo~/rJoltS CaJ··:'r:I" ,, , J-,-~:l,· 

Services for Judge Battle · 
wjll be heJd at 3: 30 p.m. to­
morrow at Grace-St. Luke's . 
Episcopal Church, with bur• · 

· ial in Elmwood Cemetery. 
Memphis and Shelby Coun• 

ty Bar Association will hold 

He ruled his court with • 
great dignity and courage. I 

The Tennessee Supreme Ii 
Court, handing down a deci- I 
sion in one of his cases in 
February, 1969, recognized 
his rare ability as a jurist 
and commended him, say­
ing, "In all the annals con­
cerning the application of 
criminal law in this state, or 
any other state, there is sel-

a memorial service for, 
Judge Battle at 9: 30 a.m . 
Thursday in his Courtroom, 
Div. 3 of the Criminal 
Courts. ~----~-~ 
& Shelby County Bar Asso­

ciation pr:mary. 

·: ciom to he found a multi-par­
ty and complex criminal . 
trial which has been con­
ducted with such judicial re-

:aattle was shy, timid and 
diffident in his younger 
dc:ys, which he said led hir.1 
;'... a career in law. He re­
ca1Ied in 1960 that his aver­
sion to public · speaking 
caused him to join the liter­
ary society at MUS, so that 
he would be forced to speak. 

Iic was a member of 
Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal 
.Church. .. 

His hobby was deep sea 
. fishing. 

' straint, patience and excel­
lent legal discrimination as 
that reflected in this enor­
mous record. What has been 
cone here in the trial court 
i,.;, indeed, a lasting tribute · 
to the trial judiciary of this 
state." ·· ,, 

Battle was a stickler for · , 
legal technicalities, and of­
ten dismissed court to re• . 
search a point of law. 

He showed patience with .. 
ddcndant:c: or witnesses v,-ho ' 
appcarc~d nervous nr tlid not 
understand legal procedure's, 
but he often had sh:1rp w,1rds 
for attorneys who .ittempkd 
grandst>and tactics jn hb 1 

courtroom. ., ., 
Battle was picked In· ht 

from amnn1.: the iive Cn1oi-
·-· - -··•-·· ... _ .... -··-J. .... -

I 
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