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YAMIES H. WHITE
sheScimitygr Staff Writer
ri Ray now re-
{as a “political
by killing Dr.
{ired
:hot in a social or
cial con 1, ct, a second Civ-
jar, i wil! eventually
1S hcn\ ireed.”
ays autoor William
Hvie, in the third
*of 4 :s=ries of articles in the
current issue of Look Maga-
zine, eves the action he
took has the szpproval of
“millions of Americans.”

f e Y
er King Jr.

Oladiuld

. THEREFORE feels
i,”' writes Huie. ‘“He
iiked, respect-
i. And he is
at political de-
menis in the United
will cause him to be
to four years.”
and his brothers,
3 and John, 37, all
red  that 'r’resu’ nt”’
ge . Waliace would
iaptly pardon him for the
ler, the article states.
the Republican victory
by L.ichard Nixon gave com-
#7272 to the Ray brothers and
tap posrponement of the trial
woen it was 1o begin Nov. 12,
1268 was caiculated for polxt-

ical reasons, Huie wrote.
““He thought he'd have a bet-
ter chance if his trial were
held after Jan. 20, 1969,” the
article states.

IN ONE OF the letters
Ray wrote to Huie, the for-
mer stated that he had noth-
ing to fear from a Shelby
County jury because “70 per
cent of the voters of this
county (Shelby) voted for ei-
ther Wallace or Nixon.” He
added that he didn’t fear the
death- penalty because ‘no
white man has ever been
given a death sentence in a
racial killing.”

It was difficult to convince

Ray that he might get the -
‘electric chair because of ra-’

cial statements made to Ray
by his jailers, Huie states.

Huie said Ray feared that
his' guilty plea might cause
him to lose ‘“‘status’’ among
prison population. ‘“‘Ray first
wants status among crimi-
nals and their guards,” Huie
writes. “I now believe he
killed Dr. King to achieve
such status. Only secondly is
he concerned about status
among people who don’t in-
habit prisons. o

“HE HUNGERED for the
drama of a trial. He’sus-

l"'f'{?

.24

|

J-:)bu\.,J 7] \..‘\.«.4/

tained himself with a fantasy

in which he took the witness
stand before the world and
performed masterfullsr

‘“He surrendered this fan-
tasy and agreed to plead
guilty, I feel sure, only after
he decided that, despite his
guilty plea, he will now be
an important person in pris-

on, and that he will yet win -

freedom in some dramatic

manner.”’

In the Look article, Huie -
sets out to dispel several ,
“misconceptions’ about the .

Ray case.

The first misconception, :
Huie said, was that Ray’s;

flight through Canada after
the murder and the obtain-
ing of a Canadian passport
by using the names of living
citizens of Toronto were
complex feats that Ray
could have accemplished
only with assistance. Huie
said that after retracing this
trip and studying Ray’s ac-
count of it, he (Huie) be-
lieves it was within Ray’s
capabilities. Huie offers an
elaborate account; given-to
him by Ray, beginning with
his Mustang
Memphis and ending with his
capture at a London airport.
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from James Earl
to bo the legal equiv-
f : Or a new
ial and an appeal, were filed
with  Criminal Court Clerk

By (

Gl a4 moiion

i mes A. Blackwell yesterday.

The letters, one dated March
3 and the other March 26,
re found
;2 W. Preston Battle, who

d: R of guilty
Battle was

piea

nay

sffice desk‘

> taken for
r. Blackwell
nd were for-
.. yesterday
ac. with the
>¥iminal

saiekeeping by A
Monday
mally filed at
after he E
four remzining
Court jud ges
of the confesse
Mar

night

! slayer of Dr.
ing Jr
rittenin a
cramped hand. Refer-
nces to Percy Fus , who
eaded him guilty, are penne
. vitriol. He referred in his
frst letter to “famons Houston
atty. Percy Fourflusher.”

V's letiers ar

In his second letter he spoke
of “Mr. Percy Foreman, the
attorney who was suppssed to
be representing me.” In the
next paragraph an intended
witticism is ap ntly meant

M1 am”’ or ‘‘Mr.
~le A
uzh Mr.
ent i fee
A

Mazazine
iule, o get

Differ On Whether -

in the desk of-

wver the fate:

None of those in the judicial

conference would comment for

quotation on the legal purport
of Ray's letters. But it was
learned that the Judges decid-
ed the letters, which Ray
asked to be given legal status,
are valid documents under the
Tennessee Post-Conviction Re-
lief Act.

But although the letters may
be taken as a motion for a new
trial, they do not automatically
assure it will be granted, said
Chief Justice Hamilton Burnett
of the Tennessece Supreme
Court. In this Justice Burnett
clashed with Judge Charles
Galbreath of the State Court of
Criminal Appeals.

Judge - Galbreath said in
Nashville that under Tennes-
see law a motion for a new
trial is automatically granted
if the judge who presided at
the petitioner’s conviction dies
before the motion is heard,

Chief Justice Burnett said
this would be true only if Ray
had chosen to have a jury trial
and had then moved for a new

trial. “‘But the new trial plea is
lone of the rights Ray waived

"in pleading guilty, along with =
|

his right of appeal to other
state courts.”

Judging from the usual out-
fcome in such case 5, a new
trial motion would be denied.
'The denial could be appealed
all the way to the United
States Supreme Court, Chief
Justice Burnett conceded.

At the attorney general’s of-
fice it was said a preliminary
hearing on the motions implied

in Ray's letters probably will .

be held in about two weeks.
The formal hearing, it was
said, would be held probably
Six to eight weeks later, de-
pending on the wishes of Ray’s
attorney. Ray. would.be pres-
ent at all such hearings.

Who that, will be is in doubt,
Richard J. Ryan of Memphis
attempted to confer last week
with Ray in his cell in the
State Penitentiary in Nash-
ville, but was denied permis-
sion. No notice of his employ- :
ment as Ray's attorney has
been filed here. At his neat.,
.red-brick, split-level home off |,
Covington Pike, 'Mr. Ryan
said, “Sorry, I don’t give out
interviews.” © 2

L
Although Rav’s first letter to
Judge Battle = dismisses M‘r.
Foreman as his attorney, noth-
ling is said of dismissing Public
|Defender Hugh Stanton Sr.,
whom Judge Battle named to
assist Mr. Foreman. One of
the letters filed yesterday
asked Judge Battle to name

|
|

er to assist me.” :
This might be interpreted to

leave Mr. Stanton in the case.- .

pleading Ray guilty, it ap-
peared likely another member

would be namad.for any fur-"
ther proceedings, prtint

L}
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“RAY HAS AN amazingly
retentive criminal mind. He
can draw aun accurate dia-
gram of any place he has
ever visited,”” Huie writes.
“He knows his way around.
* He may have had assistance
in his escape after the mur-
der, but he probably didn’t
need it, and I now don’t be-
lieve he had it. He’s too
proud of having done it
alone.”

Huie said Ray’s finding the
' rooming house in Memphis
from which he shot Dr. King,
the prec:se timing, his
‘*knowing where Kiag would
he at a certain time,’ and his
escape from a scene “‘crawl-
Jing with police” has been
, satisfactorily explained by
Ray to Huie.

A THIRD misconception is
thai the fatal rifle shot which
killed the Civil Rights leader
couid only have been fired

an c¢#pert marksman.

ie said ke bought a rifle

e the Remington .30-06
sed by Ray and recon-
structed the conditions under
viaich the murder took
place. *I hadn’t fired a
ieavy rifle in 25 years,”
Huie said. *“On my first shot,
I hit a circie the size of a

silver dollar. Any 12-year-old
boy familiar with a .22 could
have killed Dr. King from
with that

that position
weapon,”
The fourth misconception,
Huie said, is that Ray is an
inept, stupid criminal who
could not have carried out
such an elaborate crime.
Huie said Ray’s early crimes
were largely bungled, ama-
teurish jobs, but that he
“matured as a criminal”
during his seven years in
Missouri State Penitentiary
at Jefferson City. Huie said

his well-planned escape from :

Missouri showed that Ray
was no longer inept.

tion is that Ray could not
have supported himself fi-
nancially between April 23,
1967, when he escaped, and

“*June 8, 1968, when arrested

in London — that he must
have had financial assist-
ance.

‘‘Ray seems to have spent
about $12,000 (during that
period) . . . There were a

number of unsolved robber-
ies of banks, loan companies

and supermarkets in the
areas through which Ray
moved. Getting that-much
money would have: been as

casy for him as Kkilling Dr.
i\m;: 1irom 205 feet,” Huie
writes.

“I can’t prove that no one
gave him money to kill Dr,
King, but I can prove that he
could have gotten it in other
ways.” - i

THE SIXTH misconception

is that Ray was not a racist,
Huie said. To refute this,
Huie reports that Ray was
once refused transfer to an
honor farm, while serving a
federal sentence at Leaven-
worth in 1957, because he
“did not feel he could live in
“an Honor Farm Dormitory
because they are integrat-

i ed.” “ i
THE FIFTH misconcep-

A seventh misconception,
Huie said, is that Ray is not

a “killer” type. Although he «

of
"murder before, a six-week
psychiatric examination of
him in 1966 at Fulton (Mis-
souri) State Hospital result-
ed in a diagnosis of “socio-
pathic personality, anti-so-
cial type with anxiety and
. depressive features,” Huie
writes. Huie said the hospital
superintendent, Dr. D. B. Pe-
. terson, told him (Huie) that
-Ray is capable of killing.
Finally, turning to the nag-
. ging question as to whether
there was a conspiracy, Huie
concludes:

“I believe that one or two
men other than James Earl
Ray may have had fore-

' krnowledge of this murder,
and that makes a little con-
spiracy. But if there wasa

. conspiracy, I now believe
that James Earl Ray was
probably its leader not its
tool or dupe.” .

Why did he do it?

‘<‘had not .been accused

e Y
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NOTING THAT Ray
evidence wherever he v cnt,
Huie + “He pur-
]v)';r'ly left his calling card
f anp the FBI that '_|,'H,-\r;
Earl Ray was there. That
was his glory. He wanted th-
FBI and all of us to know
that James Earl Ray, that
poor, contemptible liitle man
with a price of $50 on his
head, had killed one of the
great Americans of this cen-
tury.”

In separate articles in the
same issue of Look, Arthur
J. Hanes, Ray's former at-
torney, tells why he thinks
the evidence points toward a
conspiracy, and, in anotier
article, Percy Foreman,
Ray’s attorney when the
guilty plea was entered,
states that he believes there

‘Was no conspiracy. ‘“He
(Ray) hoped that by killing
Martin  Luther King, he |
could make the rest of his
futile, boring life exciting,”
writes Foreman.

| P $oid i

left

concludes
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o Circuit and propate courts | pr. Jerrv Francisco, the!
fal uia r: will be open until 12:30 p.m. |county medical examiner wian

Nl i tﬂdaf’. then close for the fune: (,01“““ ted an aufopsy Mondar a
al. Ail but one division of the |night, said death was due t0 a COMY

¥ general  sessions court W"‘ coronary insufficiency, l
Of Jurist ﬂ“"“ at 2 p.m. One judge wiii |form of heart disease in which
zsulation . be on duty to hear prewously eotions can cause a fatal out- |

scheduled cases. come.” ee—mo }

HENPHIS

ntee
: -2aause will be open
ecu.ation about a succes- aayv, but County Commission
- to W. Pre Battle on the |Ch an Jack Ramsay said
“riminal  Cg beach was |[empicyes will be permitted to
muted yesterc in the shock 'lattend the judge’s funeral.
that followed :ihie death of the | Services will be at 3:30 p.m.
i jurist, itoday at Grace-St. Luke’s
Gov. Buford inzton’s of- |Episcopal Church, with buria!
fice said it e “‘improp- nn Elmwwi \/Tomphm Funeral
er to mak - tarement at \Home on Union has charge.
this time” «¢- iing a suc- 1 The Memphis and Shelby
cessor. *Th overnot’s  ap- !County Bar Association w:ll
pointee wiil s ¢ 1w Au- | hold amemorial at 9: 30 tomor-
gust, 1970, g tion at Tow morning in Judge Battle’ s
which the t 1 o judge old courtroom.
Battle's te: ant. 1974 — Judge Battle, who was 60, Edition:
will be fillz was found dead in his chara- Author:
: bers about 5:30 Monday ati- Editor:
seneral  ernoon.
;pecial- He had been In’good spirits
sey, are  ‘earlier in the day and had
. in the  lunch at the Catholic Club with
Juige Ray  Circuit Judge Harry C. Pierot- i aractars
cated anin-  ti, who was his partner in pri-
minal court. 'vate practice for 15 years, and
the name of  six other circuit judges. Classtfication:
ili also a Submitting Office:
| “He’d been down in Florida
for a week. He looked good,| [[] Being Investigated
he'd got some sun,” said|
Judge Pierotti. ‘“He was in|
great ';Lnts « so.he didnlt
: S will ' seem to be worried about a .v-" S /// f)/’: \Qdé.«,é /(/ O[J
on Mionday. Py f \J;THUSUS,”Y ! °EAnulr.D...........m JNM."LLZ[ !
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I would respectfully request this court fo treat this
ictter as a legal notice, of an intent to ask for a reversal oi
the 99 year seniencz petitioner received in aforemention
(sic) court. erstand on one avenue of appeal, 1 have
only 30 days wiiich to file review notice, 1o have
previous sentciice s¢t aside. That is the appeai route to
which I address tie court.

I also wou.d like to bring to the attention of the
nonorable <o that Mr. Percy Foreman, the attorney
who was sunrynsed to be representing me on this charge,

= “Mr. Foreman’ was receiving no funds
re case for trial, and he did not think
reguired to use his own funds, he re-

17 to appoint consul (sic) to help defray

urt appointed public defender to investi-

-se &nd assist Mr. Foreman,

n Said in open court he did not want, or

£13 ent for his efforts: I think from

~ucenien’s statement to the press that he
cntract frora me and Mr., William B. Huie

g tm-t case for $400,000, and that he was °

$1%0,000, should lay to rest the above
"o ‘-"‘"n told the court.

@t E. Ray in turn, have not personally
ceat irom Mr. William B. Huie.

‘9L bringing to the aforemention (sic)

i tis nat I would respectful-

attorney, or the public

aC :~ding, I have no stock,

{ any funds from any source to

word “‘assist,” as I hereby request

pusonally present (sic) at the hearing,

art appoiated consu! (sic) so that their
on of lvir. Percy Foreman actions.

TJ’ ¢,0,uf[;,% j/{/

:> o — / -——)
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Richard J. Ryan »

I
V ivili

Confessed Slayer Of King,

New Counsel May Meet

In Nashviile Today

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON

Richard J. Ryan, 55-year-old
attorney with offices in the
Falls Building, yesterday was
accredited as the third succes-
sive attorney retained by
James Earl Ray, confessed

“*slayer of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.

. Mr. Ryan refused to talk to a
ireporter but in Nashville Cor-

. rections Commissioner Harry
/Avery said prison authorities
have accepted Mr. Ryan’s cre-
dentials and expect him at any
time to arrive for his first
conference with his client.

. Mr. Ryan had been expected *
|to see Ray yesterday, Commis-
|sioner Avery said, but 4 Py
the final hour for prison visits,
passed without his arrival,

Commissioner Avery said
Ray has given a letter desig-
nating Mr. Ryan as his counsel
and that nothing more is need-
ed except for Mr. Ryan to
present evidence of his mem-
bership in the Memphis bar.
Mr. Ryan hae bcen a member -
of the bar since the 1940s,
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As Ray’s counsel, Mr. Ryan
succeeds Arthur Hanes ST
former Birmingham mayor,
whom Ray dismissed without
ceremony Nov. 10, and Percy
Foreman of Houston, whom
Ray fired March 13, referring
to him as “Percy Four-
flusher.”

Commissioner Avery said
Mr. Ryan came to the Nash-
ville prison last week in com-
pany with other attorneys and
asked that they be permitted
to see Ray.

“He didn’t have proper ac-
creditation at that time,” Mr.
Avery said. “Neither did we
want a lot of lawyers going up
there at one time. But Mr.
Ryan now has the necessary
letter and will be allowed to

see Ray in the maximum secu-

rity ward.

Mr. Ryan also talked to
Criminal Court Judge W. Pres-
ton Battle Monday a few hours
before Judge Battle’s death of
a heart disorder, it was
learned. Mr. Ryan, it is report-

ed, claimed his client should "

have a new trial because of
pressures he said were exerted
to influence him to plead guilty

March 10, when he got 99

years in prison,

Mr. Ryan is expected to
plead that a letter Judge Bat-
tle received from James Earl
Ray the day he died consti-
tutes a motion for a new trial.
If this contention were grant-
ed, the next logical step would
be to claim Ray gets a new
trial automatically. A Tennes-
see law says that a new trial
motion pending before a judge
who dies before passing on it is
granted automatically.

Legal ,authorities differ on
whether this applies in a guilty
plea. Chief Justice Hamilton
Burnett of the Tennessee Su-
preme Court says’it does not.

[Criminal

A formal motion for a new
trial could be {iled'in Criminal
Court her¢ 1wy cay before
Wednesday, when the 30-day
period for the filing of such a
motion expires. Whatever
i Court judge takes

the Ray
Battle would then set
for the hearing,

Exec. Asst. Atty. Gen. Rob-
ert X. Dwyer said there is no
legal presumption that the
judge to be appointed by Gov.
Buford Ellington to succeed
Judge Battle will inherit the
Ray case. “The case be
to the Shelby County Criminal
Court and any judge the mem-
bers (judges) decide on would
take the case over, in my opin-
ion.” fi 4

Meanwhile, Charlie Q. Ste-
phens, 56, regarded as a mate-
rial witness in the assassina-
tion of Dr. King, filed a suit in .
Chancery Court yesterday
seeking to collect the $50,000
reward offered in the case. A
$25,000 reward was offered by’
The Commercial Appeal and
another for the same amount
by Scripps-Howard Newspa-
pers. A
Mr. Stephens was prepared
to testify, had there been a -
formal trial, that he was in his
room at 42215, South Main
when the fatal shot was fired
and that he saw a man fleeing

over

case from Judge

a daie

ongs

|accept rewards, ‘ >

down the second-floor corri-
dor. The attorney general’s of-o
fice has credited Ray’s arrest
and conviction principally to
fingerprint identification made
by the FBIL-Tha EBJ does no
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difficult now.

|

l
!
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sometimes from labor f-,
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