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Hav Seeks Way 
Out Of Solitary 

NASHVILLE, March 14.­
(AP)-James Earl :Ray, who 
pleaded i;uilty to the slaying 
of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., has asked to be released 
from solitary confinement to 
prepare for a hearing on 
whether he can withdraw his 
guilty plea. 

Shortly after his triai in 
1!}69, Ray tried to go back on 
his plea of guilty and get a 
full trial in the sniper killing 
of the ci, ii r iglt"6 leader. 

The latest effort has re­
sulted in the U.S. Sixth Cir­
cuit Court of Appeals· order­
ing a full hearin~ on Ray's 
request in U . S . District 
Court in Nashville. A pre­
hearing lawyers conference 
is scheduled Friday. 

Defense lawyer Bernard 
Fensterwald mailed a peti­
tion Tuesday to federal court 
in Nashville asking that the 
state be told to release Ray 
into the general prison popu­
lation for a minimum of two 
hours each day to allow Rav 
to exercise, go to the library 
and prepare for his hearing, 
which is expected in the 
summer. 

Prison officials h'ave testi­
fied at earlier hearings that 
they feel Ray's life would be 

' in danger if he were allowed 
; to mingle freely with the 
t other inmates. However, 
: Ray says he has no such 
: fears. 
~' Ray tonecndS"'lte. was pres­
t · sured into pleading guilty by 
\t,~is lawyers. , 
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Hearffl9-0nRay 
Is Tran sf erred 

A federal hearing to de­
cide· whether J a:rp.es Earl 
Ray is entitled to a new trial 
on charges he murdered Dr. 

.. Martin Luther King Jr. was 
transferred yesterday from 
Nashville to Memphis. 

U.S. Dist. Judge L. Clure 
Morton of Nashville said the 
hearing should be held in the 
federal courts here "because 

· most of the witnesses are 
from Shel.,:, 68~." 

Ray, who pleaded guilty to 
the slaying here in 1969, was 
sentenced to 99 years in the 
state penitentiary at Nash­
ville. Since his guilty plea, 
he has maintained that he 
was coerced into pleading 
guilty by two of his former 
attorneys, Arthur Haynes of · 

· Birmingham a n d Percy 
Foreman of Dallas, and by 
Alabama · author William 
Bradford Huie. 

The U. S. Sixth Circuit 
Clourt of Appeals at Cincin­
nati ruled Jan. 29 that Ray is 
entitled to an evidentiary 
hearing on his claim, since 
the claim "has never been 
considered on its merits by 
any court." 

One of Ray's present attor­
neys, Robert I. Livingston of 
Memphis, s a i d yesterday 
when he learned of t h e 
transfer: "I think we got 
shafted." 

When Ray's petition is 
mailed from NJshville to the , 
U.S. Dist. Court Clerk's of- i 
fice here, his case will be as­
signed to one of the three 
federal judges in this district 
on a staJJdard lottery-type 
basis, court sources here 
said. 
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Meanwhile, Morton retain­
ed jurisdiction in a separate 
federai'Tawsuitin which Ray 
is seeking release from soli­
tary confinement in order to 
prepare for the evidentiary 
hearing. In that petition, he 
asks that he be released for 
at least two hours each day 
in order to be "physically 
and mentally alert so as to 
effectively testify.. and assist 
counsel at such hearings." 

T h e Memphis"" hearings 
probably won't be scheduled 
f o r at least six months, 
sources here said; 

In the hearings, Ray will 
contend that h i s former 
attorneys "deliberately com- 1 

promised" his interests to 
further t~eir financial sue- .. 
cess and that of Huie. To l 
pay for his defense, Ray [ 
_promised Foreman all royal­
ties he received from Huie, 
who ha11 made 'a deal with 
Ray to write about the case. 

• 
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McRae to Preside 
At Ray's Hearing 

By KAY Pl'ITMAN BLACK 
Press-Scimitar Staff Writer 

.,. 

Federal Judge Robert M. McRae Jr. today drew the 
James Earl Ray case and will hear evidence to determine 
whether the sentenced slayer of Dr. Martin Luther King will 
get ft trial. 

The date for the evidentiary hearing is not expected to 
be set until after the U.S. Supreme Court acts on a motion by 
the State of Tennessee asking that such a hearing not ,be 

3 J!eid .. 
l 
0 F i v e volumes of Iegal 

papers involvins-~he ~ ap­
peal arrived in the U. S. Dis­
trict Court Clerk's office 
from Nshville today. Judge 
McRae's name was drawn in 

·- a random selection, thus as­
signing the case to him. 

Ray, who pleaded guilty to 
the slaying in 1969 and now 
is serving a 99-year sentence 
at the state penitentiary, has 
asked for a new trial on 
grounds that he was coerced 
into pleading guilty by his 
former attorneys. 

The U.S. Sixth Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Cincin­
nati ordered the hearing to 
determine t h e validity of 
Ray's claim that his former 
attorneys - Percy Foreman 
of Houston a n d Arthur 
Hanes of Birmingham coerc­
ed him into pleading guilty. 
Ray also charges that simi­
lar pressure was applied by 
William Bradford Huie, the 
Alabama author- who wrote 
an account of Dr. King's 
assassination. 

R a y claims his former 
attorneys "deliberately com­
promised" his interest to 
further their financial suc­
cess and that of Huie. To 
pay for his defense, 'Ray 
promised Foreman all the 
royalties he received from 

Huie's book. 
Vedetl! ii Judge • L. Cltife 
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Morton in Nashville ruled 
Fri~ that the evidentiary 
hea ug allauld be held in 
Memphis since most of the 
witnesses were here. 

Since Ray pleaded guilty 
to the charges, no formal 
trial was ever h~e gov­
ernment did not preserrr its 
evidence against him and DO 

evidence was presented in April 4, 1968. Ray was appre­
his~nse. bended in Londo~= 

Dr. ~as shot to death later and was re. · 
on the balcony of the Lor- Memphis where he entered 
raine Motel in Memphi~ _guilty plea. 

• 
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/Hearing Oo B ~ Ple~ 
Is Assigned T ff McRae . 

U. S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae 
Jr. ~sterday was assigned to hold>a 
federal hearing which w-i-11- decide·· 
whether James Earl Ray is entitled t0'1 
a new trial on- · charges he murderecJ:"" 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. '::._ 

The hearing, had been· scheduled be­
fore Judge ,i,s Chu·~ lVIorton at Nash;.. 
ville, but he tran~ferred the case to; 
Memphi~ last Friday ''.because most Qf.:; 
the witnesses-are from' Shelby County.~-~: 

· When written· notice of the transfel:'1 
arrived at the federal court clerk's of;; 
fice here yesterday;· 'McRae's . name.-; 
was drawn on the standard lottery-type:! 
basis used in assigning new cases. • , ·"; 

Ray was sentenced: to 99 years in'i 
prison after pleading guilty to the slay:. ! 
ing here in 1969, but since has claimed: 
he was coeri;ed into ,Pleading guilty by '. 
two former attorneys and Alabama au• •. 
thor Wiliiam Bradford Huie. ,; 

The U. S. Sixth Circuit Court ofcAp,;, 
peals at Cincinnati ruled Jan. 29 th~t; 
Ray is entitled to a federalevidentiary ; 
hearing on the claim, which "has nev~ 
been considerad 9P i!i merits by a~•; 
court." , ;,, 
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/TV Interviews \ 
James 1Earl Ray 

.µ iii 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(UPI) - NBC-TV says it will 
a i r a televised dnterview 
with James Earl Ray only 
after the interview has been 
aired by the network's legal 
staff. 

Ray was one of several in­
mates interviewed over the 
weekend for the network's 
1 ate night "Tomorrow'' 
«how, and the news media 
w a s barred f r o m t h e 
interview. 

"We want to make sur~ 
there is no mention of his ap~. 
peal in the interview," sa.tci 
Rudi Tellez, producer of the 
show. "If he should mention 
it, NBC fears his appeal 
might be tossed out." · 

A federal court judge at 
Memphis has been directed 

. to conduct a hearing which 
could lead to a new ,trial for 

. Ray in the assassination of 
, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
' Ray claims he was coercecS 

by one of his former atcc -
neys, Percy Foreman of 
Dallas, into pleading guilty 
to the assassination- in ex­
change for .,a 99 3ce.,r sen-
tence. / 

• 
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What New James Earl 
I --- . 

civ···Hearina. ls All AbOut 
:,I --- . ·- ---~ 

He Contends Lawy~~s ·. Put Book Prof its 
Ahead of Defense· 

. ,:..1[1----""''" 

By KAY PIITMAN BLACK 
Press-Sclmjfgr stg(f)"riter 

Reams of paper~ork have 
been filed in Memphis in 
preparation for a hearing 
that could lead to a new trial 
for ~ames Earl Ray, the 
convicted assassin of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

T h e documents indicate 
that the hearing could be one 
of the most interesting in 
American judicial history. 

Ray, now serving a 99-
year sentence at the state 
pe~itentiary after pleading 
guilty to Dr. King's murder 
claims he was coerced by hi~ 
former attorneys into enter­
ing the plea. 

The hearing in Memphis, 
ordered by the U.S. Sixth 
Circuit Court of Appeals, 
would be oo determine if 
Ray's claim has merit. If it 
does, t h e appeals court 
ruled, a new trial must be 
held. 

The state has appealed the 
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ruling to Jhe I I S,. %preme 
Court, but observers believe 
the high court will grant 
Ray's request for an eviden­
tiary hearing. 

If it does, Federal Judge 
Robert M. McRae Jr., who 
has been assigned to the 
case, will face a difficult 
task. 

He will be confronted with 
the five volumes of docu­
ments already on . file and 
the testimony presented at 
the hearing itself. Complicat­
ing matters will be the na­
tional attention such a hear­
ing is certain to attract. 

Since Ray pleaded guilty 
his first time in court, no 
evidence w a s presented 
against him or in his behalf. 
At least some of that evi­
dence probably would be re­
vealed during a hearing of 
this sort. 

The evidence would cen­
ter, of cou~se, around Ray's 
contention t h a t be w a s 

• 

coerced into pleading guilty. 
He claims h i s attorneys 
wanted _h i s conviction so 
they would be assured of re­
ceiving a share of book and 
movie royalties . about Dr. 
King's death. 

In its ruling, the appeals 
court s a i d Birmingham 
attorney Arthur H a n e s 
agreed to represent Ray in 
June, 1968. The conditions 
were that Ray assign him 
complete power of a.ttorney 
and give Hanes 40 per cent 
of all royalties as a result of 
a book publishing agreement 
between Hanes and Alabama 
author William Bradford 
Huie. 

R a y I a t e r discharged 
Hanes.· Percy Foreman, the 
famed Houston trial lawyer, 
became his counsel. The ap­
peals court said Foreman 
assumed the book and movie 
rights agreement, but "this 
time . . . Foreman was to 
receive 60 per cent of the in­
come from Huie's works." 

• 

Ray's present attorneys 
point o u t that without a 
guilty plea or the admission 
of some involvement in the 
King case, Ray would have, 
had nothing to sell. They 
maintain Huie, Hanes and 
Foreman repeatedly warned 
Ray they wouldn't work for 
free and that admissions fur­
nished by him were needed 
to pay legal fees. 

In rather strong language, 
the Sixth Circuit said that in 
i t s opinion t h e financial 
interest of the two attorneys 
in Huie's works created a 
conflict of interest. T h i s 
interest, the oourt said, "en-· 
couraged the attorneys· to 
compromise Ray's defense" 
in order to aid the sale of the 
book and movie rights. 

Ray charges that Foreman 
pressured him and his fami­
ly into accepting a guilty 
plea. 

"The reason for the pres­
sure . . . is that the book 

rights would a ba r;af .,,little 
value were ay to have 
been tried and found inno­
cent," the appellate court 
said. 

The opinion cited these 
charges of Ray as "most 
pertinent" in determining if 
he should be granted a new 
trial: . 

• "Hanes had apparently 
authorized Huie to . conduct 
the investigation of Ray's 
case. When Ray requested 
that a professional investiga­
tor be hired, Hanes refused. · 

• "Ray felt that at a trial 
it would be necsssary for 
him to take the stand in his 
own defense so he could ex.­
plain his actions on the day 
of the murder. Hanes reject.:. 
ed the idea, saying, 'Why 
give testimony away when 
we can sell U;,.' .. · 

• "On Feb. 16, · 1969, Fore­
man brought a document to 
the jail which he urge!'.I Ray 
to sign. Included therein was 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



an authorizatjgp tpr Fore­
man to negotiate a guilty 
plea and also a waiver of 
a i1 y claim against either 
Huie or Look magazine for 
damaging Ray's chances of 
a fair trial. (Look serialized 
a portion of Huie's work.) 

"Ray signed the document 
but gave Foreman a two­
page letter listing reasons 
why he should not plead 
guilty. Foreman s a i d it 
would be in Ray's interest to 
plead guilty even if he had 
n o t committed the crime 
... " because Ray stood to 
benefit financially. 

Apparently it is those alle­
gations around which the 
Memphis hearing will cen­
ter. 

The appeals court said "it 
is clear that the allegations 
which are the subject of 
Ray's petition have never 
been tried upon their merits 
or resolved by ap~ court -
aliegations which, if true, 
~plainly (n~ate} §1]Y notion 
or idea that his guilty plea 
and his answers to (late 
Criminal Court) J u d g e 
(Preston) Battle were made 
voluntarily and intelligently 

" 

If Ray's allegations are 
correct, the appellate court 
ruled, his counsel did not 
properly advise h i m but 
"deliberately coerced and 
misled him. It is inconceiv­
able to us how a plea enter­
ed u n d e r those circum­
stances could be either intel­
ligent or voluntary . . . " 

In its strongest language, 
the court said: · 

•'The entire record reeks 
with ethical, moral and 
professional irregularities, 
demanding a full-scale judi­
cial inquiry. Without such a 
hearing, the records leave 
no alternative to the conclu­
sion that Ray's attorneys 
w e r e more interested in 
capitalizing on a notorious 
case than in representing the 
best interests of t h e ,i r 
client." 

• 
The· state cgnp~rs Ray's 

claims. H~nry Hai e of Nash­
ville,. an assistant s t a t e 
attorriey general, said the 
state contends that "public 
trial would · have increased 
the market value of Huie's 
articles." 

He concedes, however, 
that "it is probably true that• 
the market for books about a 
· man who did not kill Martin 
Luther King . . . is severely · 
limited." 

The records filed in U.S.· 
District Court here include 
some which pertain to the . 
King assassination itself. 

Ray's Pfeseor a;J:nrneys ~ 
Robert . Livingston of 

Memphis and Bernard Fen­
sterwald Jr. and James H. 
Leser; both of w~hington -
contend: ~"'•·\· . · 

, • That an artist's sketc.b 
distributed by the FBI short­
ly after Jhe killing - based 
on the description of a key 
state witness - resembled 
not Ray but the photographs 
of a man arrested near the 
scene of President John F. 
Kennedy's assassination in 
Dallas. , 

0 T h a t police found a 
handprint of someone other 
than Ray on the bathroom 
wall of an apartment house 
from whkh the shot that kill,. 
ed Dr. King was fired. 

• That an FBI specialist 
stated in an affidavit that 
t~e bullet removed from Dr. 
~mg could 'not be linked to a 
rifle found at the scene. 

• That Charles Q. s t e­
phens, the ·only person who 
placed Ray at the scene 
~oul? not in a sworn deposi:· 
tion identify Ra~as the per­
son he s;rw that . ay. 

• 

LIKENESS 
This pictu·re of James Earl 

Ray was taken in 1968 by 
Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police. Shortly afterwards, 
U.S. authorities arrested 
Ray in London for the assas­
sination of Dr. Martin Luth­
er. King Jr. 

-United Press.ulule I lisaol Telephotos 

SKETCH 
Ray's attorneys ,contend 

this artist's sketch by !he 
FBI shortly after the kilhng 
-based on the description ·of. 
a key state witness-resem-. 
bled not Ray but .the ph~to­
graphs of a . ,m~n arr~sted 
near the !i:C,&:Pe of ~esident 
Kennedy's assassination. 
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·' AttorlJ§tO.K. 
Ray Case Files 

Attorneys from the State 
Attorney General's office in 
Nashville were in the Feder­
al Court Clerk's office in 
Memphis today going over 
material in the James Earl 
Ray case. 

Henry Haile, attorney in 
CQarge of the. case for the 
state, went over the reams 
of legal work filed in the 
Ray case this morning be­
fore the clerk's office mailed 
the five volumes of records 
to Cincinnati. 

T h e U.S. Sixth Circuit 
Court of Appeals will certify 
the record and mail it on to 
the U.S. Supreme Court. The 
state has appealed the Court 
of Appeals decision ordering 
an evidentiary hearing to 
determine whether or not 
R a y was coerced by his 
attorneys to plead guilty to · 
the slaying in 1969. Ray is 

now serving a 99-year sen-
tence in the assassination 
of civil rights leader Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Haile requested that all 
depositions filed in the case 
be sent, along with the legal 
record, to t h e Supreme 
Court. Most of the. deposi­

tions (sworn testimony) 
were taken in 1969. Haile 
said the state would retake 
some of them. 

Haile said most of the 
depositions would have to be 
retaken because SQme of the 
issues ordered by the Court 
of Appeals to be covered at 
the evidentiary hearing were 
not covered in the original 
interviews. 1 

Depositions will be tak'enj
1 

again from Percy Foreman, 
t h e Houston lawyer who 
pleaded R a y guilty, and 
!~ Ray himself within the 
pr, few.w&!ltS, sat8 rla, 

• 
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0c~~ter:n~et 
F~eral Judge Robert M. McRae said today he will hold 

an OJ?~kourt confer~nce with attorneys in the James Earl 
Ray 6',ase as soon as the U.S. Supreme Court completes a 
review'of it. · 

The .conference, he said, would be called. to discuss legal 
procedures related to Ray's charges that he was coerced by 
his form¢r · attorneys intq pleading guilty to the murder of 

~Dr.Marijn Luther King Jr. 
The U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals has ordered an 

evidentiary hearing on Ray's __ · _________ _ 
charges, bu.t the hearing will 
not be held unless the Su­
preme Coult concurs. 

·. Court sources have said 
the high· coi:irt probably will 
support the circuit court and 

. allow the hearing. 
If it does, .Judge McRae 

indicated, · the date of the 
evidentiary hearing would 
be set during the open~court· 
conference. . · 

Such· confere~ces tlsually 
.,are hi1.d in the ·1chambers of· 

•· th~ pr~sid~ng Judge. Court 
sources said, hqwever, that 
because'of wide~pread inter-
est in the: case J 49ge McRae 
has decided to hold most -of 
the proc~dings in public 
view. ·---"" 

The appeal of the circuit 
court ruling was filed with 
the Supreme Court this week 
hy the State of Tennessee. A 
decision by the high courtis 
expected by June . 
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NASHVIL L E.-(AP)-At­
torney Percy Foreman has 
told the Tennessee Attorney 
General's office that the con­
victed assassin of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. said 

· he deliberately left finger­
prints on the rifle used in the 
killing, The Tennessean re­
ported Monday. 

The newsnatier said Fore­
man quoted ·his former client 
James Earl Ray as saying 
he wanted the FBI to find 
his fingerprints on the weap­
on used to kill t h e civil 
rights leader. T h e news­
paper quoted statements 
from a deposition Foreman 
gave to the attorney gener­
al's office last week. 

"Ray laughed at the FBI 
for failing to find more fin­
gerprints than they did," 
Foreman was quoted as say­
ing. "Ray said he put his 
prints all over the rifle, then 
wrapped it in a blanket to in­
sure the prints would not be 
obliterated.'' "----~ 

\. 
Foreman, of Houston, 

• • 
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ff 
Tex., represented Ray when nird Fenstenvald and James 
he pleaded guilty 10 King's Lcsar of Washinglon and 
murder in j\farch 19Ci9. Rob er t Livir.gston of 

Foreman's dcposiLion was l\-lemphis. ~(l_n_d_lc_c_t_e_p_c_g.Le-,-n-a_m_c_o-:f:------

rnadt! in connection with a newspaper, cl ty and state.) 
petition filed by Ray seeking In a teleohone interview 
a new trial. Sunday niglit, Foreman de­

Ray contends that Fore­
m a ~ misrepresented him 
an d forced him to Dkad 
guilty. Ray said Foreman 
was more int1::rested in sell­
ing book ri~hts of his story 

to author William Bradforrl. 
Huie than in representing 
th e best interests pf his 
client. 

In January, the U.S. Sixth 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
ordered a hearing into Rav's 
petition; however, As s·t. 
State Atty. Gen. W. Henry 
Haile said the state will ask 
the U.S. Supreme Court to 
review the case. 

The Tennessean said Fore­
man testified for more than 
six hours last \Vednesday. 
He was examined by Haile, 
th en cross-examined by 
Ray's current attorneys Ber- . 

e I i n e d · to discuss t h e 
deposition. 

"The restrictions placed 
upon me as an attorney pre­
vent me from talking about 
-it." 

"The only reason I pleaded 
Ray guilty," he said, "was 
the overwhelming evidence 
that the prosecution had de­
veloped that could not be 
controverted. I pleaded him 
guilty to save his life.'' 

Both Lesar and Livingston 
described Fensterwald as 
being evasive during their 
questioning. 

Ray is serving a 99-year 
sentence in the Tennessee 
State Prison. 

King was gunned down 
whi;e standing on a motel 
balcony in Memphis April 4, 
1968. He was _in Mel!,1,Phis to 
support a garoage s1rike, 

Date: 4.., ~ ,- }'f 
Edition: 

Author: CElRLES H. 
Edilor: SCI!):-£ IDZH 
Title: 

Character: 

or 

Class! flea lion: 

Submitting Office: 

D Being Investigated 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F'C.-3::.o (Rev, 7-16-63) • 
{Mount Clipping in Space Below} 

,-,11____ p-,,. 

• •" -~ ~~ L ; :'."'.'\ \ .~ 
I ~• - o t ·~, f'. • : '.i.,.,,, 
~ ;~: 'J•'· ~ t '-.i. ~~·-J {j 

. . . ., j 
:>~~ ·\ r {~:~'. ~f\/1 
L-~1,.,1~..;_-;;r--,t,~ ~ .. 

Rv I(AY PJTT:',L\'.\ BLACK 
.. Pre~~-Sc_·mit,"Jr Stcfi ... ','.Jr:ter 

Attorneys for :;,2 State of 
Tennessee 2t1e &t,e:n;)ring :o 
get a p::;ychi2.,~c examina­
tion of J;,mr•s :::.:,rl Ray, 1t 

.. was learned toc>1y. a:--td this 
move is c2i:1; foJ.gr.t by t·vo 
'.Va--hi·1ot·"1 "el""S8 :a•,\·,,0 ~ 0 

Pap•e~s~.fil.cd "'·in · Fecl;~~i 
Court todav also shmv that if 
an eviden.tiarv heariri2 is 
held to dcter~.ir.e whe:her 
Ray shm;lcl have a new trial. 
the defense lawyers expect 
Ray himself to take the \\ it­
ness stand in Federal Judge 
Robert M. ticRae's court. 

Bernard Fe;;s:erwa!d Jr. 
and James H. Lesar, Ray's 
Washingtm! attorneys, stared 

"It is anticipated t'.iat Ray 
will be suL~jec-tec:·+D an inte!1-
sive examination and cross­
examination on the witness 
stand at that evidemiary 
hearing, perhaps las~ing 
several days . . . " 

From legal papers filed it 
appears the state is trying to 
g e t Ray examined by a 
psychiatrist in connection 
with Ray's separate legal 
move protesting his being 
held in solitary coriiinement 
in the Nashville prison. 

Ray's lawyers are fighting 
this attempt stating "The 
State of Tennessee has not 
demonstrated anv rational 
basis for keeping ·Ray in soli­
tary conf-itttrrrenr or a n y 

• 
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n e e cl f o r a psychiatric 
examination .... ,- ·--.. ·· :. 

"There is no allP,gation be­
fore the court that Rav is in­
sane ... These facts· would 
tend to i:,c1icate that the 
Stare of Tennc:;see m av 
have t: 1tcrior motives for a 
psychiatric examination of 
Ray. 1t is obvious that with 
an evidentiary hearing pend­
ing anc! a trial of Ray v21y 
possible, any such psychicl.t­
ric examination could Yio­
late several constitutional 
rights." 

~Howe\'er, defense attor­
neys contend that 
"prolonged isolation" is 
harming Ray's "physical 
stamina." They state in their 

federal court brief that any 
impairmcr1t to E2.y's "abii­
ity to remen: her and to com­
municate e!fectivelv what he 
rememhc-rs" wot;lct"be disas­
trous to tLe defense. Rav's 
ability to remen•ber, u;ey 
s a y , ' ' i s of paramount 
importance if his case is to 
be decided in the manner 
which justice requires ... 
since Ray is one of the two 
persons who have personal 
knowledge of most of the 
facts . . . " 

The bv,rvers do not sav 
. who the second person (s 
who. in addition to Ray, hc1s 
"relevant" know!ed2e of the 
slaying in Iviernphis, of civil 
rights leader, Dr. Martin 

• 

Luther King J:-. cc___ ,. 

Ray is serving a P9-year 
sentence for his ISS9 guilty 
p 1 e a to D r . K i n g ' s 
assassinatim1. 

The state h,,s appealed the 
U.S. S:xth Circuit Court of 
Appeals decision ordering. an 
eviclentiary hearing to deter­
mine whether or not Ray 
was coerced by his attomeys 
to plead guilty to the slay­
ing. However, most inform­
ed court sources believe the 
Supreme Court will uphold 
the Court of Appeals deci­
sion. Some sources think 
p!8ns for such an eviden­
tiary hearing could g e t 
under w a y before Judge 
McRae in June. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Dy FnA:--;r;_ TTJTTER 
and DOLJG IL\LL 

Houston attorney Percy 
Foreman has told represen­
tatives of the Tennessee at­
tcrney general's oflice that 
James Earl nay told him he 
deliberately put his fin;er­
prints on the rifle med to 
assassinate Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

In a deposition given last 
Wednesday in connection \rith 
Ray's petition for a writ of 
habeas ccrtius and a new 
trial, Foreman quoted Ray as 
saying he w:rnted the FBI to 
find his finrcrprin:.~. ac­
ccrding to Ray's present 
lawvers. ,, . 

\ • • 
(Mount Clipping In Spece Below) 

~ n 
~: ""' ,; r!:1:\ 
s J.:i \;:.~_;., ..... 

"RAY LAt:GHED at the 
FBI for failing to fine! l11[Ji'f~ 

fingerprints than they did," 
Fot-cm:rn ,ras quo!ccl as 
,aying. "Ray "aid he put his 
prints all over lhe rifle., then 
,uappcd it in a blanket, to 
insure the prims would not 
be obliterated." 

Fnrem:111, who r0prcsented 
Ray v, hen he pleaded guilty 
in Jiarch of 19G9 to the 
c1ssassirwticn of Ki11g, was 
c:unted as saying Ray told him 
h(.) \'Vas '•tr:,-iug to send a 
ln"'Ssage back'' lo his former 
cc·llrnates at the Jiissouri 
S t a t e Penitent i11n·. The 
'·:n~-~'D.Ge,·· cli)IJD.rcn~l~', ,v~1s 
fr :it ir \r:--,s h8 - .James F.cirl 
? ;1\' v:h0 liar! kilkd 
.\mcric;:·3 most promin'.'nt. 

/ 

c-i\·il ri:::ihts l0nder in ::\Icmphis 
in April of 19'..iS. 

Ray, wilo is scning a 99-
Year ~enience at the Ten­
;1l:s~,t)c St~ile r\~nilentiarv. ha.s 
ac;kcd federal cu,d to · grant 
him a writ of habeas corpus 
- tlrnt is, to NJer tlw State 
of Tcmies3ce eit;1er to rdcase 
him or give him a new trial. 
Hay asserts that Foreman 
c11,cl ,\rlhnr llan'..'s Sr. of 
Birmin~ham. his other at­
torney ;.it the time of trial, 
CPc!·ced him into pleading 
glli!!•; because of a fi11ancial 
crnffct 0f intere-t iri e,·e'.1t11al 
~aks of books and modes 
,1Lo:1t t1,e Kin<e 2<sa~sination. 

THE r.s. GTH Circuit Court 
of :\ppcals n:le:l in January 

' -- ---- r.;..-.--•--''·'•'::i 

('lurn to P,1gc 3, Column 1) 
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tli"attrrc--''U.S. Dis(rict Court 
should c-ond11ct <1n iw::11,T int'.J 
\\ Let !,er F Nern an :o ·1d Ilancs 
a'ct~d i m p r o ;i c r l ·, or 
unethically in ad,·ising · Hay's 
gnilty plea. 

W. Henn· Haile, an 
a ,, s i s t a ,1 t. s'.at•! attnrne\· 
general, said wstcrd:;y the 
U.S. Supreme ·court l'iill be 
asked this week to review the 
6th Circuit's rulin° in tl1e 
case. lf the high coi~rt agre~s 
to re1·iew the case, it would 
then set a hearing. · 

If the Supreme Court 

declines to review the 6th 
Circuit's decision, !lien the 
case \\"ill go back to U.S. Dist. 
Juclrre Robert }IcRae Jr. of 
1\le1~phis for a hearing_ on the 
merits of Ray's allegations. 

IT WAS IN prcp;iration for 
that possible hearing before 
Judge McRae that 
representatives ~f t;:c St:-ite 
Attornev General s o,uce took 
the dep'osition last week from 
Foreman in Houston. 

During more than six hot'.rs 
of sworn testimony - . m­

.,.t~l-pW{i only by two 1Ye-
minute restroom rcaks ..c... 

• 

F,)reman was examine:! !'.Ji~~ that Rav had a 10os·;, 
about t1rn hours b>· ILiiJ,2, ci1011cc of being com·ic\ed and 
ti1c-,1 cro-;,-<:xaminer.: Jor a:K,ul a !'F, c-hance of bein;; b:ir­
forn· hours by lL,_\ 's ct,t-ri::nl bc::t,cd.. - th:it is, 0cin.~ 
la Aver, Hern" ,·r! Fen- sentenced to the electric 
ster·1•;alct and James Le,c1r of chair. 
\\·a~;hin~1·to;1 and P_1_-Jbe:rt I. 
Li\·jn~:-~·.'i.-cn uf ~\l::-1rnt1!~i.s. 

Fo1:eman \\"ctS ·ci1 1:1:1:cJ as 
saying,· among other things, 
he \\"OS positive at the time 
he aclvi,-::d Ray to plead guilty 
that Rc1~· acted alone in killing 
King. Ile ·added that this is 
still his opinion. 

":'IJH. FOilE:\L'S,'' said 
Fehsterwald, "stuck to his 

Lcsar quolecl Foren1an as 
s a:,: i n g that the unJ:, 
possibili'.y of a conspirac~· 
migi1t h,n-e involved .James 
Earl nay"s brother, Je1:ry 
Ray. 

Foreman w;is quoted as 
saying .Tames Ear( Hay told 
him that Jerry Ray \\'as with 
him when he Pctrchased a 
rifle in Birmingham, shortly 

.,.-. ... ..t.· 

before King's assassmalion. 
LESAR SAID F,Jrem:m 

testified there wc1s no c;,nc:r 
possibiLty of conspiracy -- in 
Foreman·s opinion - :1;,d 
"the inference was that For,·­
m~m did not think Jerry Ray 
w:1.-; imo1vu3.'' 

Ray';; l,l\vyers said Fore­
man, while giving the depc~i­
tion, also: 
© Stated that the last time 
he saw his (Foreman's) files 
on the James Ea1,J Ray c2:=:e, 
they wcte in a crate in the 
trunk of a c;ir owned bv the 
lc!le I\ashvillc altornev John J. 
Hooker Sr. Hooker · was re­
presenting Foreman at the 
time in a civil suit l.Jrought 
against Foreman by Ray. 

Foreman was quoted as 
saying he now doesn't know 
where the files are. 
o Directly contradicted state­
ments attributed to him in 
books bv Gerold Frank and 
William· Bradford Huie. For 
example, Foreman denied 
making statement;; which 
Huie says he made \1·hcn 
Hanes was still on the ca 0 e. 

Huic's account of inilial 
meetings with Foreman in 
Texas indicates Forem:i:1 
wanted to know how to get 
Hanes off the case and get 
himself into the central role. 
Also, Huie says he discu,s2d 
the book contract two weei:s 
later with Foreman and th.it 
F o r e m a n was recepti\·c. 
Foreman denies all of this. 

co:-.:TACTED LAST night in 
Houston, Foreman declined to 
discuss the deposition ia 
detail, explaining that "it 1-, 
nMrt m , prero,~ative to speak 

-• b a ou. 1·. ---· 
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Attorneys For Ray~----~ 

Hit Psycl1iatric Test 
Attorneys for .Tames Earl 

. Ray claimed yesterday the 
state is trying to force him 
to undergo a µsvchiatric 
examination in order to dis­
credit him at an evidentiary 
hearing in \iemphis. 

ln a motion filed in federal 
co~irt here. the Wa~hington 
attorneys, Bernard Frnster­
wald Jr. and James H. 
Lesar, said their client is 
s&.ne, and a psychiatric 
examination is "neither call­
ed for nor necessarv." 

Their motion, 1,;rniled to 
Memphis from the federal 
court clerk's office in Nash­
ville, is in preparation for an 
evidentiary hearing here to 
decide whether Ray is enti­
tlec: to a trial on charges he 
murdered Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

The case was transferred 
from Nashville to l\'Tfrnphis 
March 15, and assigned to 
U.S. Dist. Judge Robert M. 
McRae Jr. A federal judge 
in Nashville ~acl ruled the 
case should be heard in 
Memphis, since "most of the 
witnessl's are from Shelby 
County.'' 

Ray claims he waived a 
trial and pleaded guilty here 
in 19G9 under pressure from _ 
two of his former attornevs 
and Alabama author Willia·m 
Bradford Huie. 

Asst. State Atty. Gen . 
Henry Haile filed a motion 
last Wednesday asking that 
Ray submit to a psychiatric 
examination. Haile said the 
tests are "material and rele- : 
Vant," since Ray contends 
solitary confinement in the 
state penitentiary at Nash­
v!lle i~ _ adversely affecting ' 
his ab11Ity to testify and to 
assist his attorneys in his 
defense. 

ln their objection, Fenster­
~vald and Lesar said, 'There 
1s no allegation before the 
court that Ray is insane. His 
recent testimony before the 
court (at Nashville) should 
clearly prove that he is not 
insane. Thus. a psychiatric 
(lxamination of Ray is utter­
ly irrelevanr.J.o_t}ie motion 
~0.,:_J ne."': (riaL "Whether his 

... 

mental agility and memory 
arc impaired by his long 
so:itary confinement, is a 
relative thing and not some­
thing to be demonstrated by 
a psychiatric examination." 

They said the siate r.nd the 
federal Bureau of Prisons­
"havc recently collaborat­
ed" in efforts to tr;,nsfer 
Ray to the federal medic-al 
prison at Sprin;?field, '.\To. 
The a tturneys said thev were 
not imnx-diatelv notified of 
the effort.s ancf that no re­
quest had been made for a 
psychiatric examination in 
the transfer motion. 

"These facts would tend to 
indicate the state of Tennes­
see may have ulterior mo­
ti v Gs for a psychiatric 
exa~1ination of Ray. Jt is 
obv10us that with an eviden­
ti~ry hearing pending and a 
trial of Ray Yery possible, 
any such psychiatric exami­
nation could violate several 
constitutional rights." 

• 
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Hy P,\T WELCH 
Com tctcd a~~a-,in JJ:iws 

Earl Hay told fulcrcd c;u:t 
yestcrd.J:,· he has fired his 
c~rec l:rnsrrs anr1 \'di"!' to 
c:iinJi:;s a suit Lt> !Jco«'.;ht 
against Tennessee ~t.:ite Pe:ii-

tentiarv ofti2ials. ral her than 
s1;bmit' to a psvchia:ric ·nam-
inatio:1. · 

Ra,.-. resp,,nding :n !1i,; n·,rn 
b~:,:clf to l'.S. Di,t. Ctl ,,·t 
Jt1d,.!e L. C'.ti"C :\'orto:1·:; orrl"r 
t!1at h2 sh:J,x cause ",•;hy :-.c 

should not h,i\·e o me!1'.:il 
exami1ntio11. said Le docs not 
feel it is eitlwr ··nei:c~sarv or 
legally prudent." · 

HE S.\ID J;'ll a footnote th.:it 
he 11·0uld submit t,) s1:ch an 
examination if the sL1te -.1111 

let him out of solitar·, nn­
finemcnt. He is ~en in~ 99 
years fur the 1968 murder d 
Dr. ~Iartin Luther King. 1k 
has b c e n confirwd in act­
rnin; strative ~cgrccalir.n 
~olil:iry - for c1lrn.0;:t h:o 
years because, prison offici:11,; 
say, his life \\'Ot1!d be iri 
danger if he were plac·C'd 
arnon~ the general pris0n 
pupulation. 

Ray also accused the court 
and the state attornry 
r,encral's office of "playing 
games" with him. 

He said hi~ attornel's, 
Bernard Fcnsterwald .Tr., 
James Lcsar and Hobert I. 
Li\·ingsto11. ha1·c been forced 

-------- -
to "sh:1ttlc back and forth 
be t \\'cc n \aslwille an<! 
\\'a~hington, D.C., ans,,ering 
rnulit,ns of q11c,t:,m;1b!e in­
k:.;r1t:·, .:i.lthough they may De 

·eyc-c:a1clling to the press." 

HE S:HD IlE "dou r.rt 
in,c1,l1 v_, L1:·tl12r impose up.m 
~aid co,:n:;cl. '' 

Livin;;ston said J::ist m'.;'~t 
t!1~lt t:~o....._n1oti11n ,, 1:a.s a ·;;r.1r­
pn,c !o n:m. "It is .1ot 
nece~s,1ry for him to fire 
la,,·ycrs in order to hav~ 
motion:o dismbsed. Ali he ha.s 
to do is notifv the attornevs." 

The :\Ie:111,>·i,; attorney· s:-1id 
!:~' di~; ;,'.icl~ \', ith hi.;: ciicnt 
and s.-:~·:~ i~O ren~on ,vhy he 
shol1ld 11t,t be PX~!~-:1!ned. 

~-1 (:.:11·t tLi:1k t!1-2 co1-:rt is 
pI:,yi:•:; g;uues with the man. 
lt'z:. tr.:·i:1g ~1:·~ Gest i~ Cdll to 
d e t e r m i n e if he is 
deterior,tting mentally (Ray's 
contcm:011 is ~ceking rclc,a,e 
fro111 ~olitary cont111cmcnLJ. 

.-\11 of t:s arc playing straight 
down the middle." 

Ll\'I:\'GSTON said he thinks 
Ray is distrustful, like "many 
people \\ ho have never had 
a n y dealings with a 
psychiatrist. Ray may ha\'e 
some tear of the unkno1\·11." 

Ray said the state ''ap­
parently intends to maintain, 
t h r o II g h filing frirnlous 
motions, etc., plaintiff in 
present conditions untii he can 
be transierrcd back to the 
'vault' in :\lemphis." 

He referred to the special 
cell constructed in the Shelby 
Count\· Jail, where he ,.va·s 
held before he pleaded guilty 
:\larch 10, 1969. to the murder 
of King. 

IN J,\NUAHY of this year, 
he \\·on an evidenliary hedring 
on his contention that his 
guilty pica was not rnluntary. 
Tile 6th Circuit l'omt of 
Appe:i.ls said his c!1ai·gesTfiat 

b 

his attorneys (Percy Foreman 
and othersJ had a finam:i:.l 
contlict of interest deserved 
a full evidentiary he:iring. 

The state has acked the li.S. 
Su0reme Court to review Lb,.; 
6th Circuit's ruling. 

Livingston said he saw 
n o l h i n g wrong with a 
psychiatric examination of 
Ray. But he said if Ray 
doesn't \I an'. to, di~missing 
the case' agaill'-:t prisr,n o( 
ficial.s is a good \ray lo get 
out of it. 

TI..\Y SAID in his motion, 
which Jw apparent!: typed 
himself, that he took a 
psychclogrcal test in 196'.J, 
upon entering the pri:,;on, and 
the results later were turnL'd 
o\·er to :\"ashville attorney 
John J. Hooker Sr. to use 
against him in a civil suit. 

He also incluclccl a copy of 
a n e w s p a p e r article 
headlined, '·S::rne or in,ane -
who rec1lly knows?'' to 

--~------ --- ·- -
illustrate his contention that 
such an e:s:amination would 
not provide a definite answer. 

He asked :\lorton to either 
dismiss the prison case in its 
-----------------
entirety or transfer it lo 
l\lemphi~, 11 here his hab€us 
corpus suit was transferred, 
'·because of biasness in favor 
of the state.'' 
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. ' IRay-ToHs Court--· . 
To Dismiss Suit 

NASHVILLE, April Hi. -· 
(AP) - James Earl Ray 
told federal court Tuesday 
he is no longer retaining his 
three lawyers and wants to 
di~miss a suit he brought 
against Tennessee S t a t e 
Penitentiary officials rather 
than submit to a psycl1iatric 
examination. 

Ray, the convicted assas­
sin of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., was responding in 
his own behalf to a court 
order that h1_; show \vhy he 
should not have a mental 
exa ni in a-ti ur,:<"' 

The court order carire-ir1-a-, 
suit filed by Ray in which he 
seeks to be moved out of 
solitary confinement. 

Ray said in a footnote he 
will submit to a psychiatric 
examination if the state will 
l e t h i m out of solitary 
confinement. 

He said hi~s lawyers, Ber­
n a r d Fens rwaald J r . , 
James Lesa and Robert I. 
Livingston,• ave been forced 
to "shuttle back and forth 
between Nashville a n d 
Washington, D.C., answering 
motions of questionable 
integrity, although they may · 
be eye-catching to t h e 
press." 

Ray, serving 99 years . .Jor 
the King slaying, said he 
~'.does not intend 'i·&-tu_rJ:hcr 
impose upon said counsel.'' 

(lnciicate p'.'.lqe, name of 
newspaper, city or.ct state.) 
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1arlreturns7 
To His Cell 

NASHVILLE. - (AP) 
James Earl Ray is expected 
to be transferred from the 
,Tennessee S t a .t e Prison 
hospital to his cell by tpday, 

· Warden Jim Rose says. 
Ray, the confessed slayer 

of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., was hospitalized April 21 
after apparently fainting in 
ibis cell during the third day 
of a hunger strike to protest 
his solitary confinement. 

He gave up the hunger 
,strike after four days; hospi­
tal tests showed no indica­
tions of poor health. 

Prison officials h a v e 
i!Quhted }rjJether he actually 
fainted. · ', 

(Indicate page, name of 
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:~udge Rules Ray 
fro Stay in Solitar·y 

,, 

NASHVILLE. - (UPI) - Convicted assassin James Earl 
Ray must remain in solitary confinement z.s long as the 
state wishes him to, a federal judge ruled Monday. 

U.S. District Judge L. Clure Morton turned down Ray's 
request that he be allowed to mingle with other prisoners or 
have access to the prison library. He also rejected Ray's 
petition to have the entire suit withdrawn. 

J ~ay claims be is suffering physical and mental deterio­
- ration from lack of exercise 

and human contact in the 
state penitentiary where he 
is serving a 99-year sentence 
for killing civil rights ieader 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

J .. 

He filed a rnotion to with­
draw his suit after the state 
asked the court to order a . 
:psychiatric examination for : 
Ray. . 

Morton pointed out that, 
"while Ray contends his pro­
longed stay in administra­
tive segregation has impair­
ed his mental function, he · 
h a s refused to unoergo 
psychiatric examination." 
, Morton said that Ray has 
undergone a complete physi­
cal examination and ''has 1 

suffered no detectable physi-1 
cal deterioration during his 
incarceration." • ~~ , 
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'(;on§pira~ 
. Killed King, 

Says. Lawyer 
By MICHAEL LOLLAR 

James Earl Ray's Memphis attorney 
claimed yesterday he has been in peri­
odic contact since March with a repre­
sentative of "the three men who actu­
ally carried out the slaying of Dr. Mar- ' 
tin Luther King Jr." 

Promoting a "conspiracy theory" be­
hind the April 4, 1968, slaying, Robert I. 
Livingston said the intermediary is 
seeking immunity from prosecution for 
the slaying conspirators. The attorney 
said the slayers want to testify-"in 
revenge"-against ' 'four Southern 
gentlemen" who hired them, not Ray,· 
to murder King . 
. U.S. Atty. Thomas F. Turley Jr. 'was 

doubtful of the intermediary's claims, 
and an investigator who was closely 
associated with the King case said, "I 
can't get excited about it " 

' Any renewed federal investigation of 
the slaying would be at Turley's re­
quest. But, he said, "This office has not 
received any evidence from anybody: 
which changes the conclusions about 
this case reached years ago after ex­
haustive review of the results of a thor- , 
ough worldwide investigation. 

"If Mr. Ray, his latest lawyer or 
. both have any such evidence we will be 
pleased to receive and pursue it. Mean-, 
while, we are not going to be made 
pawns in a publicity game, nor invei­
gled into chasing easily fabricated self-
serving rumors. · 

"Mr. · Livingston m a y have been 
denied such experiences, but this office 
is contacted regularly by intermedi­
aries of unidentified persons said to be 
willing and claimed to be able to solve,, 
in exchange f o r immunity, crimes 
ranging from the so-called 'Donation of 
Constantine' to the murder of Cock· 

. Robin. And we have no !,1tent:on; of 
running such rabbit tracks in the Ray 
c.:~l'IY other. As J~~Json .. 
(the comedian) says, 'We've been· 

dfir.' ~',fi ~~ _ r~~ :_-.. ;. ~~[ ! :- . '-:: .. . :·.~ n 

l 
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' S:.l19~unty Atty. Gen .. ~lln• 
ton Jr. said he discussed the conspira­
cy theory with Livingston yesterday 
morning. "It was all real secret until 
he later got on television." Stanton 
Mid ,he "got the impression" that the.· 
intermediary actually was one of the 
"three men" Livingston claims to be '. 
the slayers. · · . 
r "I told him I would be glad to talk to 
anybody w h o has any information 
about the· case or any other case. But I . 
can't grant immunity to a~yone wi_th­
o u t knowing what they re talkmg 
about. I'll have to talk to them before 
making a decision. You can't call balls 
and strikes from left field." · . 
sination. 1: 

Livinaston had said earlier: "They 
all think this is a hoax, a farce and a· 
sham, a grandstand play, but if they· 
find my dead body lying out here some- · 
where they'll say, 'Well, maybe there. 
was a conspiracy.' " . 

He said he doesn't believe a "lone 
gunman theory" in any political assas­
Lincoln. 

· The attorney said he has met the 
intermediary-a 50- to 60-year-old e~u-. 
cated white man - in person twice 
and talked to him by telephone on 
several occasions. He doesn't know 
where the telephone calls originated. 

Livingston said the man 'did identify 
himself, "but I'm sure it· was. a bogus 
name." He refused to divulge the 
name. "I wouldn't even tell the FBI , 
that. I'd rather die. I'm not trying to · 
set anybody up." • --

He said the intermediary has told 
him eight men were involved altogeth­
er, including Ray as the "patsy." He. 
said Ray was chosen as the patsy, be-, 
cause, "He's just a gullible-type sort of, 
fellow, e a s i I y influenced and led; 
around. He had never been a. high- , 
powered criminal all his life, just; 
penny ante stuff like sticking up gro- ; 
cery stores and things like that." ~ 

Livingston said four Southern men -
at least one of whom is black - origi­
nated the murder plot. He said their 
motive wa.'- either "hate": or the belief 
that "erad"4;iation of Dr. _King_ w?uld .. ~e, 
for The good of th~ Amencan nation. ' 

• i i . 

• 

T_ ,. t -<-· ' , . ~' t 

)'be attJti:-ney said· the i'ii"tennedial)' 1 
strongly indicated one of the four -
''each socially and financially promi-

- nent" - is from Memphis. "I didn't 
ask for ani names. When someone is 
volunteering information you can't 
push them, because all they have to do 
is stop talking." . 

Supposedly, they hired three men to 
carry out the murder. Two of the men 
were professional gunmen, the third 
"something else." Livingston said each 
of the three is a white male, and one, 
the actual gunman, "is a professional 
triggerman known to the FBI because 
of other offenses and wild escapades 
he's been involved in." 

According to his conspiracy theory, 
the three slayers were promised $250,-
000, of which $100,000 would go to the 
triggerman. Their current efforts to 
seek "revenge" stem from a "failure. 
to make the full payoff and possibly . 
othe-F-thing.5," Livingston said. ?· 

' · Denying a publicity scheme, Living- · 
ston said, "They (disbelievers) think 
the same thing about me that they 
think about UFOs, but I know what 
I've seen and heard." · · : · - i .. ' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Ftev. 7-lb-63) 

• •• 
(Mount Cl ipplng In Space Below) 

eVelaf ions in Firstlntervi~w With a Memphis ·Rei,o,te,· 

R-ay Says He_ Wasn't-at 

Scene \¥hen Kirig 
, . •- ' ' 

•·"'r· -

By WAYNE CHASTAIN JR. 
;" Press-Scimitar Staff Wrller "~~ 

A Memphis attorney today said he had been contacted 
by an intermediary for two professional gunmen seeking 
immunity from prosecution in connection with the April 4, { 

; . -·•··'<~~ ~¼ 

.III/ 

1968, assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. in Memphis. . . 

The attorney, Robert I. Livingston,: 
represents James Earl Ray, 46, who is now 
serving a 99-year sentence after pleading 
guilty in February 1969 to Dr. King's mur­
der. 

In an interview with Ray and Living­
ston at the Tennessee State Prison in Nash­
ville yesterday, Ray told this reporter he 
did not shoot and kill Dr. King. His attorney 
said: Chastain 

"Within the past 90 days, I have had 
several contacts with a man who says he is an intermediary 
for the two men - including the trigger man - who are , 
seeking immunity from prosecution." . 

Livingston said he provided Hugh Stanton Jr., Shelby 
County attorney general, with information provided by the 
intermediary and has offered to take a polygraph or lie 
detector t~st. ~ 

'L .J 

Stanton confirmed that Livingston had made contact 
•-~ ~------ ·• ·--~-::;:------.: 

~i)~ 
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w;ih his office !informed him about the "intermediary's • 
reqw06t,"-tmt added: 

"We will be glad to sit down and talk to either the 
intermediary, or the two men, but from U1e information we 
now have there is no way we can contact them - they must 
contact us." 

Livingston said the intermediary informed him that the 
gunmen are seeking immunity so they can testify against 
four wealthy, socially · prominent Americans-black and 
white - who paid to have Dr. King killed. 
· "The gunmen - both white - did it strictly for money," 

· Livingston said. "They had no feelings one way or the other 
for Dr. King. The motives of the men who paid to have Dr. 

,King killed sprang out of hate, although they could probably 
rationalize what they did as consistent with national securi­

: ty." 
r By "national security," Livingston said, he meant that 

the men paying for Dr. King's death beli2\ ed King was 
working for a foreign power and that his "Poor People's 
March" throughout the South to Washington, D.C., in June, 
1968, was a plot to "touch off a racist revolution in the na-

·' tion .. " ,, . -.-~, 
· $.;one report was that the trigger man was supposed to 

get at least $250,000, but was paid $100,OG◊," Livingston said. 
· "Because he did not get all the money he felt he was entitled 

to may be his motive for wanting to testify against the men 
putting up the money." 

JAMES EARL RAY 

. . :, In a !J!,ws conference at the prison, a Nashville televi­
.. s,on newsman, Stanley Siegel, asked Livingston if the trig-

ger man was famous. .._ ~· 

ROBERT LIVINGSTON 
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- "He"1.s probably the most famous obscure.,.man I jlave· 
ever heard of," Livingston said. "He is not famous, how­
ever, despite many daring escapades. He is known to the 
FBI, although to my knowledge, they have not connected. 
him with this case." -

· Livingston said the trigger man is known as "an interna•· 
tional gun runner" and is believed to be still living in the 
continental limits of the U.S. 

"Ray did not know this man," Livingston said. "Raj' 
was nothing but a fall guy ... a patsy in the murder of Dr. 
King. They set him up and sucked him in. Thi~ is what has 
made the defense's job so tough. Ray had not been able to 
tell us what happened, ·because he does not know himself. He 
was not there when it happened. He did not know there was 
a conspiracy to kill Dr. King but thought he was participat­
ing in a gun-running venture." 

Livingston said Ray left the upstairs rooming ·house at 
422½ South Main at about 5: 20 p.m. on the day King was 
killed. King was shbt as he stood on the balcony of the 
Lorraine about 6: 01 p.m. from a shot fired either from the 
bathroom of the rooming house or bushes outside the room­
ing house, he added. 
· "One of the men seeking immunity paid Ray $200. and 
told him to go downtown to a movie," Livingston said. 
"There was supposed to be an important visit ,µ:am aP;,,ex- . 

l 

Turn to.Page 6- RAY'S LAWYER 
-~----------------~-- - ---·· 
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Ray's Lawyer Tel.ls c;::>f 'lntermediafy' 
.... 4' ~=-~~ • . 

pert gun runner about 6 in the room Ray r;nted for the 
men." • 

The trigger man, Livingston said, did not show up until 
a few minutes before 6. 

This repcr.-ter, who has investigated the King slaying for ., 
some six years, showed Ray some photographs of a man · 

suspected of being the gun runner and trigger man. -Ray · 
said: 
_ "Yes, I believe I saw this man in ~n's· Cafe (422 S. 
Main below the rooming house) and Jim's Place (a beer 
lounge two blocks away) the afternoon before the slaying. I 
got the feeling he was following me, so I left both places 
while he was still inside.'' · 

Low Tire on Mustang 
In his first interview with a Memphis newsman since 

he pleaded guilty, Ray said that when he left the rooming 
house about 5: 20, he noticed a low tire on the Mustang he 
had parked in front of Jim's Cafe. 
_ "The man who gave me the money to go to the picture · 
show said I was to leave the Mustang as they would be using . 

. jt. When I noticed the low tire, I thought I would drive it 
over to a nearby service station." 

At a station at Second and Linden, Ray sai.d he waited ' 
for a long time before he got an attendant to fill up the tire. 

"\Vhen I drove back to the rooming house, the whole 
block was sealed off and police were all over the place," 
Ray said. "There was a policeman standing in the middle of 
the street, and he yelled 'Get out of here!' as I was trying to 
drive and park ~omewhere in front of the rooming house." 

· Ray said he asked the poli.ceman if he could make a U­
turn and proceed north on South Main Street: He quoted the 
policeman as saying: ... l' 

"I don't care what you do, just get out of here." 
. Ray said he made the U-turn and proceeded to drive 
south out of Memphis toward Mississippi. 

Turned on the Radio 
"It wasn't until I almost got to Grenada, Miss., that I 

turned on the radio and heard what had happened,'.' Ray 
said. "The radio broadcast mentioned 422 South Main Street 
and it wasn't until then I learned that I had been associated 
with men who conspired to kill Dr. King." 

Ray said he did not travel via Interstate 55 to Grenada, _ 
but took back roads because he feared he was the object of a 
search - even before learning of Dr. King's death. _ 

"After all, as an escapee from the Missouri State Prison, 
· i still owed the State of Missouri 18 years,"..,Ray said. "When 
_ I saw all those policemen at 422½ South Main Street, I 
knew something important had happened. The man I noticed 
who had been following me earlier in the afternoon may 
have described me to the police. For this reason, I proceed­
ed as cautiously as I could to Atlanta, first through Missis­
-sippi, and then through Birmingham, by as many back roads 
as I could." . .._ •. . .• ..:• 

Ray said he met a man named "Raoul" when he was a 
fugitive in Canada in 1967. He was on the docks looking for 
seaman papers when he met Raoul, Ray said. 

Raoul, Ray said, "set him up" by convincing him he 
could ep• ,ich in a "gun running scheme." 

. ·-
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. .. . r Bought Rifle in Bi!ngha.,._:....,, 
.. · Ray said he purchased the rifle left in front of the room­

ing house .in Memphis from a Birmingham, Ala., sporting 
goods store in March 1968 on orders of Raoul. 

"After buying the rifle, I was then instructed to proceed 
to Memphis, but take my time, as I was supposed to deliver 
the rifle either on April 3 or April 4," Ray said. 

"Contrary to the story put out by the FBI that I went to 
Atlanta after buying the rifle, I proceeded toward Memphis, 
driving less than four hours a day and spending the nights in 
motels," Ray said. 

On the night of April 2, Ray said he spent the night at 
the DeSoto Motel in DeSoto County, and the Rebel Motel in 
Memphis on the night of April 3, Ray said. 

1 Ray said he pleaded guilty to the charge because of 
"misrepresentations" by his former attorney, Percy Fore­
man, and because of his "mental state" resulting from soli­
tary confinement in the Shelby County jail. 

The Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati revers­
ed a federal com:t ruling in Memphis and held that Ray was 
entitled to an "evidentiary hearing" as to whether Foreman, 
a Houston attorney, improperly negotiated a guilty plea with 
the late Judge W. Preston Battle. . 

Effort to Get New Triaf 
Ray is seeking the evidentiary hearing so he can obtain 

a new trial in the criminal courts of Tennessee, contending 
· Foreman obtained the guilty plea by coercion and misrepre­
sentation. 

The State of Tennessee is appealing the Court of Appeals 
ruling, and the U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule on the 
matter any day. 

By coercion, Ray said he meant that Foreman had told 
him that he was going to be electrocuted if he pleaded inno­
cent, because the state had "an air tight case" against him. 

He also told him that a ·book about the murder by Wil­
liam Bradford Huie would "not make any money" if it were 
about a man who was innocent of Dr. King's murder. 

The money from the book, Foreman reminded him was 
paying for his defense, Ray said. ' 

How Ray Looks Today 
. This was the first time this reporter had ~ver seen Ray 
m person. He looked just like his pictures, except his hair is 
rapidly turning gray at the temples. 

He looked surprisingly young and healthy in the face. 
Except for a trace of prison pallor, there was color in his 
face and his complexion appeared free of wrinkles. 
. "I exerc!se, try to keep in good shape, -but my waist line 
1s about 34 mches, compared to 30 or 32 1before I came in 
here. It is all this slop I eat in prison that put it here," said 
Ray, as he slapped a slight bulge over his stomach. 

Ray said he had granted only one other interview to a 
newspaper and that was the National Enquirer in February. 
Several television newsmen have photographed and gotten 
brief quotes from him at the prison. 

"I rarely feel up to giving interviews," Ray· said. "When· 
you have been in solitary confinement for as long as I have, 
and the only people you have talked to are lawyers and 

prison guards, you get kinda nervous talking to others." 
After an interview with The Press-Scimitar, Ray re­

fused to be photographed and interviewed by a Nashville 
tele,rision ci:-.::w. .r >, 

, "Interview my attorney - I don't feel up to any more"' 
questions today," he told the t"'.evision crew. · · 

It was at this point, Livingston revealed the information I 

• 

concerning the intermediary seeking immuni~ for the two 
gunmM, s,' 

. During the interview with Ray, Ray said he had quit 
r~clfJing the books about the King assassination and those 
contending that he had fired the shot out of "racist mo­
tives." . .. 

Ray said: "I have never hated blacks. If you will check 
the psychiatric tests given to me at the Missouri State 
Prison, you won't find any reference to any prejudice or·bias 
against blacks. If I were prejudicial, you would ''think it 
would show up in prison psychiatric interviews." 

, Ray said he spends most of his reading time studying 
law books - when he can get them from the prison library. 
He said he has become very interested in criminal and con­
stitutional law, as well as contracts in the field of civil law. 

Another Memphis attorn..ey, Richard Ryan, who has 
represented Ray in civil matlers, told this reporter to ask 
Ray how he so quickly obtains the decisions of recent cases 

rendered by U.S. Supreme Court and federal courts. 

' Ray Gets News Quickly 
• "Ray finds out about these case holdings beforEk,,.they are 
m the adv.ance sheets sent by the courts to the Mwyers," 
Ryan said. "Yet, Ray is complaining he does not have ac-
cess to enough law books.'' · 

When asked how he gets access to these court decisions 
he grinned: · · ' 

"The news travels fast in prison - even to a guy in 
solitary confinement." . .. 1 

Ray explained that when a decision is rendered by a 
court, th<> ~ris~ner involved in the case j.s u:ma!ly promptly 
contacted by his lawyer. Then the prisoner tells his fellow 
prisoners, and the news is rapidly transmitted fhrouoh the 
prison population by word of mouth. . . · " · 

. '• . ----·--- -- . .... 
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:More f teedom 

James Earl Ray has re­
newed his plea for release 
from solitary confinement, 
but the federal judge who re­
ceived the informal request 
said yesterd~y it is prema-
ture. , , 

In' a two-page letter to u:s. 
D i s t . Judge Robert M. 
McRae Jr., Ray asked that 
he be allowed to exercise 
about two hours each day in 
the main prison yard at the 
state penitentiary at Nash­
ville. The typewritten letter, 
dated Wednesday, was re.­
ceived by M c R a e early 
yesterclay. 

They said the requested 
execrise breaks would help 
prepare him mentally and · 
physically to testify at an 
evidentiary hearing intended 
to decide whether his is enti­
tled to a new trial in the 1968 
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. "' 

He said solitary confine~ 
ment has a "debilitating ef­
fect on anyone," a n d he 
doesn't want to be "overly 
retarded" when questioned 
at the hearing. Ray is serv­
ing a 99-year sentence which 
followed his 1969 confession 
to the slaying. 

Since the confession,, he · 
has maintained that he was 
coerced into pleading guilty 
by. hi' · former attorr.iey~ -
Arthur Haynes of Birmmg­
hatn and Percy Foreman of 
Dallas - and by Alabama 
author William Bradford 
Huie .. , · , · 

T h ~ U.S. Sixth Circuit 
Court of_,Appe~ls at Ci~cin­
nati ruled Jan:'29 that Ray is 
entitled to an: evidentiary 
hearing on the claim. The 
state has appealed that- rul­
ing to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. .. · 

And McR<!e_ said yesterday 
he cannot act on Ray'.s new 
request until the. Supreme 
Court rul_s DD ·. fl)P. ·state's 
petition for certiorari. · 

• 
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U. S. Qist !u4gP- L. Clure 
Morton of Nashville already 
has dismissed a Nashville 
lawsuit in which Ray sought 
release from solitary con­
finement. T h e state had 
claimed the prisoner is an , 
escape and security risk. 
· In his letter to McRae, 

Ray said he felt the judge 
would h a v e authority to 
grant his release from soli­
tary since he would be the 
presiding judge at the evi-
dentiary hearing. . 

As a precedent, he cited 
Angela, Davis' release from 
solitary in California prior to 
her trial WI romd~,,r conspir-
acy,c:hqrges there. A 

• 
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McRae Re-fuses to Rule •, > 

On Ray's Confinement 
U.S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae Jr~ today said James 

!Earl Ray's request for "pre-confinement relief'' was prema­
ture because the U.S. Supreme Court has not ruled yet on 
whether Ray is entitled to an evidentiary hearing in federal 
court in Memphis. 

!Meanwhile, Robert I. Livingston, Memphis attorney 
representing Ray, said he got the "first direct contact" in 
three weeks from a mysterious intermediary who claims to 
,be seeking immunity from prosecution for two professional 
gunmen he said actually kill-
ed Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. in Memphis in 1968. 

Ra y is now serving 99 
years in the Tennessee State 
!'d~<?n a!ter:..,_plea4in_g guilty 

to the murder of Dr. King in 
1969. 

R a y wrote a letter to 
J ud'ge McRae asking him to 
order prison authorities to 
allo)V him to exercise two 
hours a day in the prison 
yard with the other prison­
ers. He has 1been in solitary 
confinement for more than 
five yeaTs. 

The U.S. S'ixth Circuit 
Court of Appeals at Cincin­
nati has rulied Ray is entitled 
to an evidentiary hearing in 
federal cour.t to determine 
whether Percy Foreman, 
Houston attorney who repre­
sented Ray at the 1969 trial, 
properly negotiated a guilty 
plea with the late Judge 
Preston ~We ~ 
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The StaJe of Iqpessee has 
appealed · t h e appellate 

'Court's ruling to the Su-
preme Court. . 

Livingston was tight-lipped 
about what was discussed 
with the "intermediary," 
whom Livingston said called! 

· lhim at his office at 5: 08 p.m1-. 
yesteroay. 

"If Mr. Turley (U.S. Dist. 
Atty. Thomas Turley) or the 
FBI has my office line tap­
ped, they know now this has 
not been a hoax," he said. 
"In fact, they have the re­
sources to trace the call - I 
don't.'' 

Livingston said the inter­
mediary renewed his request 
for immunity, but fears ar~ 
rest if he ~omes to Memphis. 

• 
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.,.McRae Will H<?ld Conference 
Before ~Hea"rinc;J 

By KAY PITTMAN BLACK 
Press•S«;,:milar Staf~~riter 

Federal Judge Robert M. 
McRae Jr. said today he will 
hold a pre-hearing confer­
ence of attorneys involved in 
the James Earl Ray case at 
9: 30 a.m. Friday, June 14. 
//' ,IQ w 

Judge McRae said he does 
:1ot know if the conference 
will be in open court or in 
his office. .. ► • » 

"It depends on what the 
attorneys wish," he said, 
adding that some matters, 
such as security during the 

actual e~d,entiarx hearing 
for Ray, would have to be 
discussed b e h i n d closed 
doors. 

Judge McRae announced 
the conference after. the U.S. 
Supreme _s;ourt r;fused yes­
terday to hear an appeal of 

the State of Tennessee. As a 
result, thi court l~t stand a 
ruling by the U.S. Sixth Cir­
cuit Court of Appeals that 
Ray is entitled to an eviden­
tiary hearing to determine if 
his constw1tiaoal ,tights were 
violated during the court 
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newspaper, city and state.) 
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procedure that led to his 99-
year sentence in the death of 
civil rights leader Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr. 

If Judge McRae finds that 
Ray's rights were violated, 
he will have to order the 
state to give Ray a new 
trial. 

The hearing itself - which 
will probably follow several 
open-court hearings on mo­
tions - probably won't be 
held until the end of the sum­
mer. It is a hearing expected 
•!o attract nationwide atten-
~n. . 
1.\,Judge McRae said the 
attorneys' conference will 
,determine what issues will 

· be covered at the hearing. 
He said he will send a letter 
to attorneys in the case this 

\ week stating what he be­
lieves the issues to be. 

The central topic of the 
hearing will be Ray's claim 
that he was coerced into 
pleading guilty by his former 
attorneys . ....... 

• 
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/Ray Lines Up Witnesses lnduding Self 
FROM PRESS DISPATCHES 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
J a m e s Earl Ray ·said 
from his s o 1 i t a r y con­
finement cell Monday that a 
string of witnesses will testi­
fy with him at a special 
hearing granted by the Su­
preme Court in the Martin 
Luther King Jr. slaying. 

"We want to get every­
body on the witness stand 
and get everything cleared 
up once and for all," said 
the confessed assassin, who 
claims he was coerced by his 
former defense attorney, 
Percy Foreman, into plead­
ing guilty to the 1968 slaying. 

"I thit1k things look pretty 
good," Ray told a Nashville 
Banner reporter following 

the high court's ruling. "I'm 
probably going to take the 
_stand. I'll probably testify 

three or Jour da~s, but I 
don't particularly want to." 

Ray, wearing a sweatshirt 
and prison trousers and sur­
rounded by correspondence, 
books, a typewriter and 
other paraphernalia, evaded 
many questions saying he 
did not want to hurt his 
chances for a new trial. ,J 

"I'm overjoyed, said "Ro1-
ert I. Livingston, R a y ' s 
Tennessee 1 e g a 1 counsel. 
"Mr. Ray is on the road to 
getting a trial on the merits 
of the case. We don't feel the 
state can convict a man on 
the circumstantial evidence 
they think that they've got in 
this case. 

"James Earl Ray will be 
o u r chief witness · at the. 
hearing," Livingston said. 
"It will be James Earl and 
Percy Foreman ~ball-to­
eyeball u n"f es s · oreman ..... 
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chickens out. Then we. can 
let the world see- and hear 
what each of them has to 
say." .,, -

Ballistics tests after the 
slaying showed Ray's finger­
prints on the rifle believed to 
~e shot the fatal bullet, 

but Livingston says Ray's 
fingerprints were on the gun 
used by ~natbec ,pPrson to 
slay King because Ray was 
"set up" and believed he 
was involved in a money­
m a k i n g gun-running 
venture. 

• 
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· ~ay'tHear·ing 'Delights' Huie 
. "'CJ◄---., ... ,., 

HARTSELLE, A 1 a. '\and I am in the motion pic-
(UPI) - Author William )1ure business, I am delight­
Bradforq Huie said Monday · ed," Huie said. "I really 

would like to write a televi- , 
he is glad _the Supreme Court sion drama about Ray. 

", cleared the way for a new "I hope to hell there is a 
trial for James Earl Ray. trial and James Earl Ray is 

"The Supreme Court has found not guilty and gets 
probably given me $50,000," publicity from here to yon­
said Huie, who wrote the der." said Huie, also the 
book "He Slew The Dream- author of "The Americaniza­
er" about Ray. 111 · , "tion of Emily," "The Execu-

"Monentarily, since I-own tion of Private Slavik" and 
his (Ray's) portrayal rights other books. 

•• 

_.,..· .. 
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~NewDatelsSet ~ 
For Ray Hearing 

U.S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae 
Jr. 'yesterday reset a preliminary hear­
ing in the James Earl Ray case from 
June 14 to 9: 30 a.m. Friday, June 21. 

He had tentatively scheduled the pre­
liminary hearing for June 14 after the 
U.S. Supreme Court's refusal Monday 
to consider a state appeal which chal­
lenged Ray's right to an evidentiary 
nearing into the 1968 slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. · 

The June 2l preliminary hearing will · 
be a prelude to the evidentiary hear­
fag, and will decide which issues will 
be admissible at the evidentiary hear­
ing and when it will be scheduled. 

McRae yesterday asked attorneys in 
the case to submit written proposals by 

· June 17, setting forth the "disputed 
factual issues" they. feel should· be 
admissible at ffie prehminary hearing .. 
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~t To B-eP1anned 
~ -~" ~ ·., 

I~} U.S. l)ist}judge Robert~­
~:McRae Jr. will meet with 
!~pokesmen •.for the U. S. 
JfMarshal's Of f i c e either 
itoday or tomorrow to plan 
!t'$ecurity measures for James 
ftarl Ray's evidentiary h_ear-
~g here .. · , 
;:; Deputy, · Marshal WiUie 
:f,,Durham, who will coordinate 
; t h e security precautions, 
£,aid · yesterday no· specific 
• measures h a v e been de-f ~ided, except tqat Ray will 
1;. Jiave a state Highway Patrol 
~ escort w h e n:' transferred t lrom the state . ~tentiary 
*It NashV'ille. · · . · :, . t 
t! The prisoner, :who ~s­
~tld in 1,969 to the slaying · of 
fpr. Martin Luth~r._King Jr:;. 
'fplay be hou~ed m;t_lte maxti-
i¥fium security umf of ~e 
f8helby County Jail. dµr1ng 
:, h e hearing. But source:s 
tsaid he could be held in ~•al-
fi,iost any nearby jail,;:just so 
ibe's in court by 9:3Q,,every 
t·· . " '/;. : .:-· !~ommg. · · · - , . .. ~ 
!I The date of tbe: . eviden­
tfiary hearing will be pecided 
}after a preliminary heating 
:set for June 21. At -tne pfe: 
tJaminary hearing,' . McRae 
filso will decide whfoh issues 
~ill be admissible at the evi­
i4entiary hearing. ·. · 
P The U.S. Sixth, Circuit 
;~urt of Appeals· granted 
•Ray's request for the _evi­
,:aentiafy hea!ing 'last Ja~u­
~ry. The prisoner's ma· 1 n 
4ontention is that be . was 
:~reed into . waiving trial 
~d pleading guilty to'. the 
ging slaying during·.pretrial 
gegotiations with two former 
attorneys and Alabama ali• 
tjor William Bradford Huie, 
nhe evidentiary hearing 

will decide whether Ray is 
entitled to withdraw . t h e 
gµilty plea and stand trial on 
1:Ji:~ original murder indict­
$. e n t in Shelby County 
C;r.iininal Court. . . · 
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:sheriff :U Q l' ~jxon and 
Chief Sheriff's Deputy Ger­
~d · Proctor said yesterday 
tluiy will make "no . special 
arrangements" for Ray if he 
i(kept at the Shelby County 
J':,1H during the evidentiary 
h~aring. But he would be 
kept in the jail's maximum. 
s~urity unit, which was d~ 
signed f o r his protection 
a~ter the 1968 slaying. 

·aay was kept in the five- 1 

ceU security unit.for slightly 
ntQre than seven months be­
foro he changed his plea. . · 

.Proctor said five prisoners· 
now. occupy the cell, but one 
would be moved to make 
~-a y for Ray during the 
hearing. · 

. N i x o n s a i d , though, 
"We're n o t going to put 
somebody in the unit (with 
Ray) who might be a real 
radical in any sense.,. · 

.,_ - j 
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Scope Is LimiteO 
For Ray Hearing 
By LA WREN CE BUSER 

A federal court ruling yesterday nar­
rowed the scope of James Earl Ray's 
evidentiary hearing to two major con­
stitutional issues and restricted subpe­
na power to a 100-mile territorial limit. 

The ruling, issued by U.S. Dist. 
Judge Robert M. McRae Jr., said the 
hearing, expected to be sometime in 
September, would decide two majcir

1 issues: 
• Whether Ray's guilty plea on 

March 10, 1969, to the slaying of Dr. 
Martin• Luther King Jr. was made 
"intelligently and voluntarily." 

• Whether Ray had th~ "effective 
assistance of counsel" when facing the 
murder charge in Shelby County Crimi­
nal Court. 

McRae's ruling, made after a pre­
liminary hearing Friday, stated that 
t h e first issue refers to coercion, 
threats and promises of Ray's attor­
neys before he pleaded guilty. 

Ray must prove that his constitution­
al rights were violated before he can 
withdraw his guilty plea and stand trial 
for murder, McRae said. 

At Friday's pr'M1mmary hearing, 

Ray's present attorneys, Bernard Fens­
terwald and James H. Lesar of Wash­
ington and Robert Livingston of Mem­
phis, claimed that literary royalties . 
created a conflict of interest for law­
yers representing Ray in 1969. 

Ray was originally represented by 
Birmingham attorney Arthur_ Hanes but 
fired him four months before pleading 
guilty. Ray claims Hanes promised to 
represent him in exchange for 40 per 
cent of all royalty rights to William 
Bradford Huie's book "He Slew the 
Dreamer.'' 

Alabama _author Huie paid Ray $35,000 
for exclusive rights to information 
about ~he slaying and for biographical 
material used in magazine articles. 

When Hanes was fired, Ray hired 
Houston attorney Percy Foreman and 
agreed to give him 60 per cent of the 
book royalties, attorneys for Ray 
said. 

The conflict-of-interest charges that 
~ay's _ 1969 attorneys did not properly 
mvestJgate the case were outlined in 
nine "most pertinent" points by the 
U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
The Cincinnati appellate court granted 
the request for an evidentiary hearing 
on Jan. 29. 

Ray's present attorneys had asked 
McRae's court for power to subpena 
Hanes, Huie, Foreman and possibly 
several others to testify at the eviden­
tiary hearing. Hanes, Huie and Fore­
man all live more than 100 miles from 
Memphis. 

However, despite the 100-mile ter­
ritorial limit in yesterday's ruling, 
Hanes has notified the court that he 
will appear at the hearing, and a depo­
sition has been taken from Foreman. 
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Scheduled 
For Sept. 30 

Federal Judge Robert M. 
McRae Jr. today tentatively 
set the opening date for the 
James Earl Ray hearing for 
9: 30 a.m. Mp~day, Sept. 30. 

Judge MtR1;1e made the 
suggestion for the hearing 
date in,a letter maUed last 
night lo, attorneys involved 
in the Ray case. 

He said the setting would 
be subject to whether the 
attorneys think they can be 
ready by that time. 

The evidentiary hearing 
for the 36-year-old convicted 
assassin of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King could lead to a 
new trial. Ray is presently 
serving a 99-year sentence in 
the Nashville Penitentiary 
on his 1969 guilty plea. 

' 

The hearing is being held 
to determine whether Ray 
was adequately represented 
by his attorneys and whether 
he was coerced py them into 
pleading guilty. "· 
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Eariy lmaring 
In Ray Case· 

Federal Jud_ge Robert M. 
McRae Jr; said he will hold 
a preliminary hearing in Au­
gust in the James Earl Ray 
case. 

Judge McRae has set Sept. 
30 as the date for the eviden­
tiary hearing· to determine 
whether or not Ray's consti­
tutional rights were violated 
when he pleaded guilty on 
March 10, IS-S9, to the mur-. 
der of Dr. Martin Luther 
King . 

. Judge McRae told attor~ 
neys today that he will set a 
preliminary hearing on ei­
ther Aug; 22 or Aug .. 23 to 
hear• motions in the case. 
J-Iowever, he said he could 

· hold the· hearing as early as 
Aug. 2 if the attorneys so de­
sired. 

The attorneys have until 
Frlday, July 19, to file mo­
tions. 

Asst. Atty. Gen. Henry 
Haile of Nashville said he 
does not anticipate the state 
will file · any motions. How­
evet, Ray's attorneys are 
expected to file numerous 
motions; many of which the 

1 ete is expected to'oppose. ,,h 
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~ept. · 30 Set F~r Ray Hearjng 
U.S. Dist. Court Judge Robert M: , defense attorney, and author_ Williant 

McRae Jr. has set Sept. 30, to begin a spe- · Bradford Huie of Birmingham, Ala., who 
cial evidentiary hearing for 'James.Earl wrote a book about Dr. King's death. 
Ray. · ' Ray pleaded guilty in 1969 to the mur-

The hearing is to determine whether der and was sentenced to 99 years in the 
Ray is entitled to a new trial in connection Tennessee Penitentiary in Nashvill~. 
with the assassination of Dr. Martin Lu- Alm:ost immediately after his guilty 
ther King Jr. on April 4, 1968. , plea, Ray repudiated his confession and 

Robert I. Livingston, Ray's Memphis began legal efforts to obtain a new trial. 
attQrney, said he will seek this week to He contends' former defense attorneys 
increase the subpena power range for the Foreman and Arthur Haynes Sr. of Bir-
hearing. McRae' earlier limited the mingham, coerced him into pleading 
subpena power to a 100-mile radius from guilty. Haynes has notified the court he 
Memphis. will attend the Sept. 30-hearing. -

If successful, Livingston said he will McRae said the hearing date could be 
probably make efforts to subpena Percy changed if_ the attorneys cannot be ready 
Foreman of Houston, Texas, Ray's former to present their cases at that time. , -•u 
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Ev KAY PITTI\V\N BLACK 
., rress-Stimltar !,tofl \'✓ rit::.r 

P,tt:m1eys for .fames Earl 
Rav fikd motions to~2y ask­
inr;;"F,:drral Judge Rob2rt :rvI. 
rvri:-r1.,lto Jr. to sirn ,rn order 
ollM,in~ 1hem to inspect nll 
doc:n,,1s11ts pertaining !o the 
R~•y cci.se belonging 1.o famed 
Ho~s~1:in lawyer Percy Fore-
1'11'.1~ e.nd Alabama author 
WWhm Bradford Huie. 

Jame$ Lesm·· ~nd Bernard 
F,:.nsterw:.:iJd of '\Vashington, 
D.C., and. Robert I. LiYing .. 
1;t,:m cf I\'iemphis, al:o w,mt 
to go througj1 R 11 of the 
S l: rc, 1 !J y County ~Leriff'::; 
:records pcrtainLng to Ray's 
confinement Lrl the Sllciby 
Connty Jail. 

They said they particular-
- ly want a list of all perrnns 

\\1ho visited Ray in the jail 
be(v;,)en Julv 20, !SGS and 
March 11, l9li9. · 

R a y pieaded guilty on 
M«rch 10, 19u9, to ihe slay­
inp, of Dr. Martin Luther 
Ki11g Jr., and has served 
about six years of a 99-year 
sentence. Ray is n0w in the 
state penitentiary at Nash­
vil!e. 

Jmfge McRae bas set Sept. 
30 for the opening of the evi­
dentiary hearing to deter­
mine if Ray wes coc·rced by 
his attorneys, Forernrm and 
Arthur H:rnes of rnrming­
lrnm, into p!c;iding guilty and 
whether the financial ar­
rangements and contracts 
the attorneys had w;th Huie, 
author of the Ray book "He 
Siew the Dreamer" present­
ed a confiict of interest. 

Les:lr told Judge McRae 
thnt the r,xorcts thev Wd11t to 
inspect belonging ·to Fore­
nrn11 and Huie arc in the pos­
session of t..b.JL.J oh n J. 
Hooker la,v firm . in Nash-

-\ 

(Mount Cl ipplng in Space Below) 

ville. Lesar said the state 
has been allowed to inspect 
the records, but that Ray's 
attom1:oys were not allowed 
to do so. Foreman and Huie 
were represented by t: h e 
Hooker firm a few vears 
back when Ray filed a civil 
action against them. 

Lesar said the files sought 
a r e "clearly essential to 
"disputed factual issues at 
the evidentiary hearing." 
Lesar :,;,Jid Ray has claimed 
t h a t Foreman failed to 
investigate this case, but 
Foreman claims· he did 
make an investigation ,md 
that all of the information 
w a s turned over to the 
Hooker firm. 

The Huie recoi:ds are also 
important, Lesar said, be­
cause R a y contends that 
Huie, through his contractur­
al relationships with h i m 
and his attorneys, "sought to 
manipulate them (Ray and 
his attorneys) in a manner 
which obstructed justice." 
Specifically Ray says that 
Huie offered $12,000 "to get 
him not to take the witnes~ 
stand .•.. " 

Ray's attorneys said thev 
particularly want about 150 
p a g e s of investigative 
material Foreman said is on 
file in the Hooker office. 

Ray's attorneys filed With 
Judge McRae an Aug. 21, 
1972 letter from :Foreman to 
them, in which Foreman 
slated ''in or about the mid­
dle of February, 1969, I did 
receive through the Honora­
ble Hugh Stanton Jr. (then 
Public Drfender, now Shelby 
County Attorney General) 
approximately 1 5 0 pages, 
more or less, of what might 
pass as investigative materi­
al. It ~was purportedly pre-

pared by & o m e private 
detective in Memphis whose 
name escapes me." Fore­
man said he received photo-­
copies from Stanton and 
these are with the Hooker 
firm. 

In that same letter, Fore­
man wrote: "James Earl 
Ray never at any time 
stated, either verbally or in 
writing, that he did not wish 
to plead guilty." 

Foreman said Ray signed 
a letter authorizing him to 
negotiate a guilty plea in re­
turn for the state waiving 
the death penalty. Fo1 eman 
told Ray's attorneys in the 
letter, "My ,reason for hav­
ing Ray prepare this letter 
was because he had told me 
he was going to try to reopen 
this case in about t·No years. 
I anticipated his atte1npting 
to attack the validity of his 
plea .... James Earl Ray 
was anxious to plead guilty 
and he did not care how long 
a sentence he received. 
When I explained to him that 
a 99-year sentence would be 
considerably longer than a 
life sentence, h i s answer 
was: 'Mr. Foreman, I do not 
care what the years are. I 
will not stay in any pen long­
er than two years.' " 

Judge 1\-TcRae has given 
the attorneys until Friday to 
file a 11 motions with the 
court to be considered prior 
to the evidentiary hearing. 
Asst. State Atty. Gen. He111y 
Jf?ile of Nashville said he 
did not think the state would 
be filing any motions. Judge 
McRae told attorneys he 
woulci set a hearin~ on either 
Aug. 2 or Aug. 22 or 23 to 
decide on the motions. A 
definite date has not as yet 
been set. ,,.._......_ 
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Delay :ts_ Sought 
·In Ray Hearing 

Attorneys for James Earl 
Ray have asked t'hat a Sept. 
30 evidentiary hearing for 
the confessed slaver of Dr. 
Z..fartin Luther I{ing Jr. be 
s e t back three weeks to 
allow time to gather wit­
nesses. 

Attorney Bernard Fenster­
wald Jr. of Washington Mon­
day asked U.S. Dist. Judge 
Robert M. McRae Jr. to 
reset the hearing to the week 
of Oct. 21-25. A hearing for 
evidence to be presented in 
fie CP"e is scheduled for 
&bout Aug. 22. 

Fens'e:-·,T,.:~1 rnd Rav' s 
two other attorneys, Jai'.nes 
H. Lesar of Washington and 
Roh-ert I. Livinzston of Mem­
p'i1.is claimed Ray was co­
erced into pleading guilty 
to the 1 Q'j8 killing of Dr. 
King. They ch;:, r 0 ed Ray's 
constitutional rights were 
violated hecause he did not 
have effective assistance of 
counsel anrl thus deserves a 
full-sea le trial. 

On Mondav, the attorneys 
asked for federal court au­
thority to obtain access to 
the files of Houston attorney 
Percy Foremf'ln and Ala­
bama author William Brad­
ford Huie. 
• T h e y also requested a 
court order to see all records 
kept while R2y W?..<- c~nfined 
in the Shelby County Jail 
from July, 1968, to March, 
1969. 

Livingston said motions 
will be filed this week seek­
ing to extend the , subpena 
power beyond the usual 100-
mlle limit and to allow addi­
tional privileges for Rf'ly 
who is serving a 99-year sen­
tence in the state prison at 
Nashville. ~---· 

o ~ ~ ,"7\Jc-, V ~ 
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By KAY PIITJ\1AN BLACK 
Press-Sci~itor S1of/ Writer 

Attorneys for James Earl 
Ray today filed motions in 
Federal Court seeking an ac­
counting of what happened 
to $10,000 of Ray's money. 

The attorneys state the 
money was in the control of 
Houston lav,ryer P e r c y 
Foreman. 

The motions, filed by one 
of Ray's three attorneys, 
J a m e s Hiram Lesar of 

Wash.-ngton, D.C., ask Fed­
eral J u d g e Robert M. 
McRae to issue an order re­
quiring Memphis' U n i o n 
Planters National Bank to 
allow Ray's attorneys to in­
spect . records pertaining to 
th e opening, maintenance 
and closing of a bank ac­
count which allegedly held 
Ray's money. 

Lesar said thev want to 
see all records pertaining to 
the account because on Feb. 
7, 1969 - one month after 
Ray pleaded guilty to the 
murder of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. - at a hearing be-

, fore the late Shelby County 
Criminal Court Judge Pres­
ton W. Battle, "the State of 
Tennessee :1lluded to a $5,000 
payment w h i c h William 
Bradford Huie (Alabama au­
thor of the Rav book "He 
Slew t h e Drei'uner") had 
made to Pet Cy Foreman." 
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• 
At that jJrDe.,_L.;:,ar peti­

tions, Foreman said t h e 
$5,000 was en deposit in "a 
trust fund." Lcsar states in 
his brief "a week later, the 
state again brought up the 
matter of the $5,000 payment 
to Foreman, and Foreman 
interrupted to nssert that it 
had not bec;1 paid to him: 
'To my control, your Honor, 
but not to me, to Mr. Ray. I 
wouldn't accept it.'" · 

Ray's attorneys say "Not­
withstanding Foreman's dec­
larations, at least two 
checks, each in the amount 
of $5,000, were deposited in 
an account in t h e Union 
Planters Bank of Memphis. 
0 n e of t h e checks was 
endorsed by James Earl Ray 
after Foreman promised to 
use the money to retain John 
J. Hooker as co-counsel. Ray 
denies, however, that he 
endorsed the second $5,000 
check, or that he ever gave 
Foreman a power of attor­
ney." 

Ray's attorneys s a y in 
their motions that the attor­
neys for the bank have told 
them this account was main­
tained in t h e n a m e of 
Foreman. 

Ray's attorneys contend 
the bank records will shed 
light on Ray's contention 
that his attorneys were more 
interested in financial gain 
than in representing him. 

The evidentiary hearing-, 
now set by Judge McRae for 
Sept. 30 but expected to be 
postponed unti I late October, 
will explor-:; whether or not. 
Ray was coerced by his 
attorneys i n t o pleading 
guilty and whether the finan­
cial aspects of the contracts 
the attorncvs. Foreman and 
Arthur Hanes of Birmi1w­
ham, had with Huie repr~­
sented a conflict of interest. 

Ray also filed a motion 
asking J u d g e McRae to 
grant him reiicf from soli­
tary confinement so he could 
prepare for th0 cvidentiary 
hearing, at which he will 
testify. ,,-- ·-··,. 

• 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




