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Legal Move
GentersOn
Ray’s Money

By KAY PITTMAN BIACK

Press-Scimitar Sta#! Writer

Attorneys for James Earl
Ray today filed motions in
Federal Court seeking an ac-
counting of what happened
to $10,000 of Ray’s money.

The attorneys state the
money was in the control of
Houston lawyer Percy
Foreman. ' '

The motions, filed by one
of Ray’s. three attorneys,
James Hiram .Lesar of
Washington, D.C:, ask Fed-
eral Judge Robert M.
McRae to issue an order re-
quiring Memphis’ Union
Planters National Bank to
allow Ray’s attorneys to in-
spect records pertaining to
the opening, maintenance
and closing of a bank ac-
count which allegedly held
Ray’s money.

- Lesar said they want to
see all records pertaining to
the account because on Feb.
7,.1969: — one month after
Ray pleaded guilty to the
murder of Dr. Martin Luther
. King Jr. — at a hearing be-
fore the late Shelby County .
Criminal Court Judge Pres-
ton 'W. Battle, “the State of
Tennessee alluded to a $5,000
payment which William
Bradford Huie (Alabama au-
thor of the Ray book ‘He .
Slew th g-Dreamer”) had
made to Percy Foreman.”
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At that time, Lesar peti-
tions, Foremrar—3uid the
$5,000 was on deposit in:“a
trust fund.” Lesar states in-,
his brief “a week later, the
state again brought up. the

_ matter of the $5,000 payment
to Foreman, and Foreman

_interrupted to assert that it
‘had not been paid to him:
“To my control, your Honor,
but not to me, to Mr Ray. 1
wouldn’t accept it.’

Ray’s attorneys say ‘‘Not-
withstanding Foreman’s dec-
larations, at least two
checks, each in the amount
of $5,000, were deposited in
an account in the Union
Planters Bank of Memphis.
One of the checks was
endorsed by James Earl Ray
after Foreman promised to
use the money to.retain John
J..Hooker as co- counsel Ray
denies, however, - that. he
endorsed the second .$5,000
check, or that he ever gave:
Foreman a power of attor-
ney ”

Ray’s attorneys say in
their motions that the attor-
neys for the bank have told
them this account was main-
tained in the name of
Foreman.

Ray’s attorneys contend
the bank records will shed
. light on Ray’s contention
that his attorneys were more
interested in financial gain’
than in representing him.

The evidentiary hearing,
now set by Judge McRae for
Sept.. 30 but expected to be
postponed until late October,
will .explore whether or not

"Ray was coerced by his
attorneys into pleading
guilty and whether the finan-
cial aspects of the contracts

* the attorneys, Foreman and
Arthur Hanes of Birming-
ham, had with Huie repre-
sented a conflict of interest.

Ray also filed a motion
asking Judge McRae to
grant him relief from soli-

" tary confinement so he could

. prepare for the evidentiary
hearing, at which he wﬂl
testify. ) "
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— Ray AsksCourt Authority -

‘ToExamine Bank Records

James Earl Ray yesterday asked for
federal court authority to gain access
to.bank records of Houston, Texas,
attorney Percy Foreman in an effort to
show that the criminal lawyer’s finan-
cial interests influenced his judgment
as Ray’s attorney in 1968-69.

Attorney James H. Lesar of Wash-
Ington filed the request yesterday to
examine - Foreman’s now-closed ac-
count at Union Planters National Bank
in Memphis. The account was establish-
ed in Foreman’s name as “a trust
fund” for Ray’s defense, according to
Foreman

However, accordmg to Lesar’s peti-
tion, at a hearing [Feb. 7, 1969, the state
alluded to a $5,000 payment from Ala-
bama author William Bradford Huie to
Foreman which Foreman said was put

in the trust fund, But a week later, the

Houston attorney said the money was
pald to Ray, not to himself.

‘Lesar alleged that two $5,000 checks
were deposited in the account but that
only one was endorsed by Ray. The
trust fund records will enable Ray to
prave allegations that Foreman’s
‘inancial interests affected his actions
as Ray’s defense lawyer, Lesar said.

On June 10, 1971, the bank told Ray in
a:letter that he would need Foreman’s

. permission to inspect account records.

‘The petition also requested that Ray

be released from solitary confipement

and that he be allowed to mingle with,

the general inmate population at the
Tennessee State Prison at Nashville.
Lesar said Ray now gets little exercise,
_Sona restricted diet and has “‘virtual-
ly no contact with fellow human
beings.”

Ray’s health, memory and mental
alertness continue to deteriorate under

present confinement conditions and :

will lessen his ability to testify in the
evidentiary hearing, Lesar said.

The evidentiary hearing has been
scheduled for Sept. 30 but Ray’s attor-
ney’s have asked that it be postponed

until Oct. 21-25. During the hearing Ray
will be on the witness stand and will be
housed at the Shelby County Jail.
Attorneys requested yesterday that
Ray’s living conditions in the jail be
improved over those in which he was
confined from July, 1968, to March,
1969. .

Yesterday they asked that his cell at
the jail have no surveillance cameras
or microphones, a window for sunlight

and fresh air and no lights on during .

normal sleeping hours.

Lesar also requested a court order to
obtain all contracts, statements and
correspondence concerning the finan-
cial relationship of Huie, Ray’s former
attorneys Foreman and Arthur Hanes
Sr., publighers. * 0
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l;mExisfgnce of Mystery Man 'R ae«ul'l

By KAY PITTMAN BLACK
R . Press-Scimitar Staff Writer . ’
~Fe-wetual existence of a mamlmeswn -

only as Raoul is expected to be one of the
major topics of debate at the approaching
evidentiary hearing requested by attorneys
for James Earl Ray, the convicted assassin
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr,

Birmingham attorney Arthur Hanes Sr., TIPS DERPOS
who first represented Ray, said that his T e T
client was insistent ‘that the mysterious e
Raoul actually fired the shot that killed
King. s

Houston attorney Percy Foreman, who
was Ray’s attorney when he pleaded guilty
to King’s slaying, contends that Ray told
him that he had invented the character
Raoul for Hanes and Alabama author Wil-

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

liam Bradford Huié. gmam—e.

Rebert 1. Livingston, a Memphis attorney
who is currently representing -Ray along
with two Washington, D.C., lawyers takes

. issue with Foreman.

Regarding the existence of Raoul, Living-
ston said that Ray has always maintained
that there was such a person. He said Ray
'has “described the man to us many times.
He-lws-nawer denied the man.” E——
.- In a deposition taken from Foreman in

Date: Augugf 3()) 1974

- - - - Edition:
Houston on April 3, but just released to The Author: CIAKRLES

«Bressafcimitar by Ray’s current

1 Foreman said he believed Ray acted alone

in the slaying of King.

The 72-year-old Houston attorney /said
that while he was representing Ray, he
showed his client a picture of some men
being led away from Dealey Plaza in Dallas,
Tex., after the shooting of President John F.
Kennedy.

“I know that the purpose of showing this
(the picture) was to try to pick out Raoul
.and that is when Ray told me he invented

- Raoul for Huie and Hanes,” Foreman said
in the statement. ‘‘He said there wasn’t any
Raoul.” '

Hanes stated in a 1969 article he wrote

" for a national magazine, which is now part

-of the federal court record in_] phis on
the Ray cdse, that Ray became “tens€ and
devious” when questioned about Raoul.
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' .f;v°';"l"'.ve his story to  this extent.”’.

“--" Hanes wrote. “I think he. mét somebody like

Raoul in Montreal in August, 1967, and I

" thirk Raoul may be Ray’s name for one,

N two or three persons who directed or assist-
- ed him between August, 1967, and his escape
. through Cana 3 King's 1967 slaying.

Hanes concluded the article by.saging, T
simply cannot agree that  James Earl Ray

was not helpéd in murdering Dr. King.”
Ray fired Hanes the day before he was to
go to trial and replaced him with Foreman
on Nov. 10, 1969. It was Foreman who ne-
gotiated the guilty plea that put Ray in the
state penitentiary in Nashville. .
. Although Foreman stated in the deposi-
tion that he would now advise Ray not to

enter a guilty plea, he said he believes that .
Ray was a racist who killed King thinking -

the act would make him the hero of white
Americans.

When' Ray’s confession resulted in a 99-
year prison sentence, Ray claimed he had
been coerced into pleading guilty by attor-
neys interested primarily in royalty rights
to a book on the slaying by Huie.

_U.S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae Jr.
Wl}l probe Ray’s accusations at the Oct. 22
t_awdentiary hearing and decide whether Ray
is entitled to withdraw his confession and
stand trial in Criminal Court for murder.

Livingston said, ‘“Mr. Foreman came in
here to pull off a cop-out (change of plea)
and did it and went back to TesaLiaing-
w—ugtonesaid. “Why would he do that? I don’t

know. We ha\_/e some theories that time will
develop:” i

a———bioFeman revealed in the deposition that -

he got the late Public Defender Hugh Stan-
ton Sr. in December or January to start ne-

gotiating a guilty plea. He said he did not let. )

Ray know this because he didn’t want Ray
to lose confidence in him.

He also stated in the deposition that Phil
Canale, who was attorney general at the
time, discussed such a change of plea with
King’s widow, Mrs. Coretta King, and other
members of the King family to see if they
would agree to such a step.

Livingston, along with Bernard Fenster-
wald and James Lesar of Washington, D. C.,
plan to argue at the hearing that Foreman
did not properly investigate the case against
Ray with a view of proving Ray innocent. In
his deposition, Foreman denied this.

Foreman said that he could not find any
eyewitnesses that could identify Ray as
being at the scene of the crime at the time
of the murder, but said ‘‘there was over-
whelming evidence, fingerprints alone, suffi-
cient to convict.”

«—fetold Ray’s attorneys in the deposition
- that he knew ballistics tests could not con-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

firm that the bullet fragment taken from Dr.
King’s body came from the rifle found near
the murder scene and this is exgegted to be
a big point at the hearing.

“I did not consider that there was ballis-
tics evidence, but I was convinced that
there was overwhelmin_g‘evidence to prove
that James Earl Ray and nobody else killed
Dr. Martin Luther King and that.any jury
that I ever worked with before, on the evi-
dence that was available to the prosecution,
would convict him,”” Foreman said.” . .

“I was also convinced that because of the
nature of the case there would be the death
penalty and that was my considered judg-
ment and the best judgment I had, and that
was why I recommended that we negotiate
for a waiver of the death penalty,” he
added. . o

Foreman is not required to be present at
the evidentiary hearing, but Asst. - State
Atty. Gen. Henry Haile said, ‘I don’t think
wild horses could keep him away.”. S

The Houston attorney said in his deposi-
tion that he would be happy tocome for the
hearing if his *“very, very, vy
schedule permits.’ ’ -

#
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The late Criminal Court
Judge Preston Battle’s pri-
vate. papers relating to the
James Earl R-ay murder
case were filed in federal
court yesterday, but shed no
new light on the case.

The papers, taken from
Battle’s office after his
death, had been sought by
Ruy’s attorneys in hopes
they might refer to circum-

stances surrounding the ne-
gotiation of Ray’s guilty plea

to the glaying of Dr. Martin
Luther ﬁlng Tr. Battle ac-

éo

{Maunt Clinnina in Space Below)

Little nght Is Shed On Ray’s Case
By Private Papers Of Late ]udge

cepted Ray’s confession
March 10, 1969.

Among the items filed yes-
terday were a desk calendar,
copies of two letters mailed
to Battle from Ray’s Shelby

County Jail cell, an original

letter from Ray to Battle
and two pages of handwrit-
ten notes taken by Battle
during Ray’s guilty plea
hearing on March 10, 1969.

Ray’s attorneys had asked
to examine the papers in
preparation for an Oct. 22

evidentiary hearing which
will decide whether Ray is
entitled to withdraw his.
guilty plea and stand trial
for the King slaying.

Battle made no notes on

his desk calendar in refer-
ence to the case, and his
other notes made no refer-
ence to plea negotiations,

In one of Ray’s letters to
the judge, the prisoner asked

. that Battle authorize jailers "

to supply him with a safety
razor. Ray said he was al-
lowed to use only an electric

razor, ———
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Ray Leaves His Cell

OU———

Eor Prison

Work

By ROY B. HAMILTON
- Press-Scimitar statf Writer
m James Earl Ray has decided to ‘““come out of his cell”
&l go back to work at his old prison job in Nashville, State
Chrrections Commissioner Mark Luttrell said today.

& Luttrell said Ray is now working seven or eight hours a |

i dgy in the cellblock area, where his-duties include house-
keepmg chores and helping serve meals to other prisoners in

| the cellblock.

“ = Ray :|s still mot’ permltted to mingle with the general

i

pﬁson populatlon but does
h4Ve contact wijth six or
seyen prisoners asslgned the

- same tasks, the commission- .

erﬁald

gHe seems a lot happler -

" than he was when he refused
tocome out of his cell,” Lut-
tréll added. “The #ctivity
“has kind of perked. him up.”

Ray had a similar job until
. about a year ago when he
"quit, saying he needed to
spend more time on prepar-
inghis case for a new trial.
i ~Ray is serving a 99-year sen-
' tefice for the 1968 slaying of
Dz Martin Luther King. He
" is scheduled to be in Federal
" Coutrt in Memphis Oct. 22 for
Carn; evidentiary hearing on
hls contention that he was
coerced by his former attor-
. neys into pleading guilty to

, thé charge. —

!

After quitting his prison
job, Ray-later filed petitions
allegmg that he was being

held in “isolation and de-

manding the court order the

state to let him. associate .
‘and exercise with other

prisoners.
Luttrell said Ray was kept

~apart from the-.general

prison population because of
concern for his safety. and

his record of escapes and es-

cape attempts.

“The judge ruled that we
were within the law in keep-
.ing him isolated,” Luttrell
said. ‘“We have always said
he could have his job back
anytime he wanted it, but he
refused to . accept it until
recently.”

There are 165 cells in the
cellblock where R&ay is now

confined. ———y
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Huie Denies
Partin Plea

Author William Bradford
Huie has denied to state
attorneys that he participat-
ed in any conspiracy to get
James Earl Ray to change
‘his plea to guilty, claiming (Indicate page, name of
he only learned of the guilty newspaper, city and state.)
plea “a few days before it
happened.” '

.Ray’s attorneys are ex-
pected to argue at an evi-
dentiary hearing next month
that Huie conspired - with
Ray’s prior lawyers to get
the convicted killer of Dr.
Martin Luther King to plead
guilty, therehy enhancing
the sale of the Huie book,
‘“He Slew the Dreamer.” -

Asst. State Atty. Gen.
Henry Haile said in a sworn
testimony deposition taken
from Huie Friday in Nash-
ville, the author denied such
charges and ‘‘said he
thought he learned of the
plea change about March 1,
or thereabouts,” Ray chang- |
ed his plea on March™9, 1969.

Ray’s attorneys boycotted
the deposition and did not
participate in its taking, - -
James Lesar of Washington, a Y-y
D.C., one of the Ray attor- Date: - 4
neys, said: “If Mr. Huie
could go to Nashville he can
come to Memphis for the Author:
hearing, and we’re going to Editor:
ol}o}ject tod the state entering Title:
the  deposition  into )
evidence,” < :

Edition:
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or
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Lontempt Case
May Originate
From Ray Files

U.S. Dist. Judge Robert M. .

McRae has refused to hold » (Indicate page, name of )

i. Shelby County Public De- pewspaper, cily an ’
fender Edward Thompson in

+ contempt of court, but.indi-
cated he might do so in the
future if Thompson did not
turn over his office’s files on
the James Earl Ray case to
Ray’s attorneys.

Judge McRae’s ruling yes-
terday followed a motion by
James H. Lesar of Washing-
ton, D.C,, one of Ray’s attor-
neys, asking that Thompson
be held in contempt if he
continued to refuse to turn
over records relating to the
1969 defense of the convicted
assassin of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.

On Aug. 23, Judge McRae
granted broad discovery
rights to Ray’s attorneys,
allowing them to see docu-
ments concerning the case
that are in the possession of
various people across the
country.

Lesar said that despite the Date: q.21- 7L/’
ruling, Thompson refused to Edition:
allow him to see files on the R ..
case when he asked for then Author:  CUIRIES 17,
during a visit to Memphis Editor: SCIINEYLTH
Sept. 23. . Title:

Thompson told Lesar in a
letter that he would not re-
lease the material because
the state had appealed Judge Character:
McRae’s ruling. Judge or
McRae_ pointed out, ho w-
ever, that the U.S. Sixth Cir- Classiftcation:
cuit Court of Appeals had re- Submitting Office:
fused the state’s request that
the ruling not be enforced
until the appeal had been de-
cided. A
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McRap Stresses
‘End to Moves'
In Ray Case

By KAY PITTMAN BLACK
Press-Scimitar Staff Writer {Indicate page, name of
U.S. Dist. Judge Robert M. newspaper, city and state.)
McRae Jr. today told attor-
neys involved in the James
Earl Ray case he could not
“run court by telephone”
and that the attorneys were
going to have to “‘quit mov-
ing and counter moving”
and “get ready for trial.”
The comment came when
State Asst. Attys. Gen.
Henry Haile and Joe Haynes
walked into court this' morn-
ing, suitcasés in hand and
just off the plane from Nash-
ville, and told Judge McRae
they wanted court permis-
sion to take deposition of
Ray in his Nashville prison
cell at 9 a.m. Oct. 15. Hajle
and Haynes said they also
had other motions to file,
They said they want to get a
list of expert witnesses from
Ray’s attorneys. Haile said,
“We notified Mr. Ray’s
attorneys Friday that we oY
would be in court today.” ' 10 -+

Date:

At that point Judge McRze Edition: .

said: “Well, I've already Awthor:  CHIZLRLES I,
had a call from Mr. Lesar Egitor: SCHUNFILTH
(James Lesar, one of Ray’s '
Washington, D.C., attorneys)
this morning and he is send-
ing a telegram. . . . You gen-
tlemen are going to have to
stop all of this.”

“Mr. Lesar said he would o
send a telegram to my of- Classiftcation: )
fice,” said McRae, “and he Submitting Office: Eolis
also indicated he had some

motions to file. I may just [] Betng Invesyigated
have to read them and rule mﬁ@ﬁgi
onthem. .. or may haveto o ity §
set a hearing .. . but I can’t LY o A2

run court by teleghone.” ;{:;.‘:;%- =y \W

ST gty
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Title:

Character:
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Referring-to-all-af the se-
curity arrangements being
readied by ‘the government
for the Oct. 22 Ray hearing,
Judge McRae reminded
Haile, “This is not just an
ordinary case.”

Haijle told Judge McRae
that the state wanted to
‘“turn the tables’” on Ray’s
lawyers and do some in-
deoth probing on their own
of Ray. Haile said they want
to see all of Ray’s records,
diaries, letters and news-
paper clippings relating to
the case dating back to June
8, 1968. They also want to
see all copies. of letters Ray
has concerning principals in
the case. o :

Judge McRae told Haile to
return; to court this after-
noon, adding that by then he
might have heard more from
Ray’s lawyers. Ray’s law-

yers are expeécted to object
to the state’s move.

An evidentiary hearing on
Oct. 22, to determine if Ray
‘was coerced into pleading
guilty to the 1968 murder of

" Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
could lead to a new trial.
. Yesterday Judge McRae
ruled that Ray will be
brought to Memphis from
his Nashville cell by U.S.
marshals and will be housed
in the Shelby County jail.
Ray is serving a 99-year sen-
tence on his guilty plea.

In security orders filed
yesterday, Judge McRae
‘said Ray, while in Memphis,
may not be interviewed by
_anyone other than his attor-
neys except by court’s per-
mission. He instructed feder-
al deputy marshals who will
escort Ray to and from the
jail always to use stairways
instead of elevators. The
marshals must inspect the
courtroom each morning
“for congealed __weapons,
explosives devices, etc.”

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Ray’s Attorneys Win Leeway

The U. S. Sixth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals yesterday upheld the right of
James Earl Ray’s attorneys to exam-
ine previously closed files in an at-
tempt to clear their client.

The ruling, handed down in Cincin-
nati, upheld an earlier ruling by U. S.

Dist.-Judge Robert M. McRae Jr. of
Memphis.

Also yesterday, McRae issued an
order detailing  strict security meas-

ures for Ray’s protection. The meas- .

ures will apply at an evidentiary hear-
ing scheduled to begin Oct. 22 at which
Ray’s attorneys will try to show why
he should be granted a new trial in the
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

While Ray is in Memphis for the |

hearing he will be housed in the Shelby
County Jail, whére he was held be-
tween April, 1968, and March, 1969,
~when he confessed to slaying King. The
prisoner, now confined at the state
penitentiary at Nashville, has served 6

years of a 99-year sentence imposed

afte: he made his confession.

He and his current attorneys claim

the confession was coerced, that Ray:
was pressured into pleading guilty by
his former attorneys.

Yesterday’s ruling by the appellate
court in Cincinnati upheld earlier rul-
ings by McRae which allowed Ray's
attorneys to examine previously closed

investigative files related to the guilty -

plea and to literary contracts arranged
before the confession was given. :

Asst. State Atty, Gen. Henry Haile
had clafmed most of the documents in
question are ‘‘irrelevant, immaterial
and unnecessary” to the evidentiary
hearing, but the appellate court said a
broad investigation is necessary for a
“full and fair hearing” for Ray.

Haile said he will appeal the appel-
late court’s ruling to the U. S. Supreme
Court and ask the Sixth Circuit to issue
a stay order delaying enforcement of
its ruling peniding the outcome of the
new appeal.

Ray’s Memphis attorney, Robert I.
Livingston, said he was ‘“not in the
least surprised”’ by the Sixth Circuit
ruling. “I think Henry and the state
should prepare for a similar ruling by
the Supreme Court, ” he said.

In the security orders filed yester-
day, McRae said that while in
Memphis Ray may-hotlbe interviewed
by anyone except his attorneys without

/ ties to exami

the court’s perrnlssmn He instructed
federal deputy marshals who will es-
cort Ray to and from the jail always to
use stairways instead of elevators.

The marshals must inspect the court-
room each morning “for concealed
- weapons, explosive devices, etc.,”” the

" judge said, and, ‘“No one will be admit- -

ted to the 11th-floor courtroom before
being screened rr.r.Lsea.;g;hed ” In an
_earlier ruling, McRae authorized depu-

hand-held metal detector known as a
“peaver tail” before issuing a pass

allowing the spectator to enter. the

ocourtroom.

- 'The judge said- women may carry
handbags or purses into the courtroom

after they are searched,. but ruled out :
“heavy coats, umbrellas, valises, brief

- cases and all unnecessary objects or
containers.” ¥ »
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" {Federal Judge Robert M.

JMgRae Jr. has set a hearing -
far 9:30 a.m. Thursday, Oct. o
% to go over lawyers’ mo-
‘tigns in the James Earl Ray -
< se, including one by Ray’s -
orneys “seeking to have -

‘al

Shelby County Attorney

Gbneral Hugh Stanton held -

m ‘contempt of court.

“Judge McRae said the Oct.
12 hearing will be prelimi-
nary to the Oct. 22 eviden-
tiary hearing for Ray. He set
the date -of the new hearing
after talking with Asst: State
Atty. Gen. Henry Haile and
James H. Lesar, one of
‘Ray’s Washmgton, D.C,
lawyers, this'morning.

Lesar, in a motion, has
stated that when he visited

. Stanton’s office last. week
Stanton failed to turn, over
all-of the
the Ray case, as ordered to

had:in ..

(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)

Law ers' Motions in Ray Cas’Ag
\ ||| Be Aired in Courf Oc+ 17

“do by Judge McRae on Aug
2

e

. McRae indicated mdayg he
hopes most of the. dispute

gver.such records will. be re- .
solved before. next week’s-
hearing, but if not then the

.contempt motion will have

:* to'lbe gone into.

.In an affidavit filed w1th

the: court, by Hargld Weis- 5
berg, a: Frederick; Md.

_writer. whe- is working W1th
~jLesar as. Ray s investigator
on the case, Weisberg said
he had proof that-all corre-:

spondence to and from Ray
prior to his March 10, 1969,
guilty plea to the murder of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

. was turned over by Shelby

County- jail -officials to the

_county: prosecutor’s office.
‘Weisberg said this includes.
“letters from Ray’sdefense

“three years after Ray

attorneys Weisberg said

such action was a violation
of Ray’s ‘“constitutional

-rights ”

~ Weisberg also told Judge
:McRae that as late as 1972—"
left
the specially designed cell— .
audio and visual surveil-
lance was still in operation
in the cell.

‘Weisberg said. in 1973 he

g mterv1ewed two prisoners at |
- Brushy Mountain who re-

cently had been “confined in

~the James Earl Ray. cell in
" the Shelby Countyjail. Each

told me that he and other
prisoners had been severely
punished after they made
adverse comments about

. their guards, even.though no

one could have heard them

except glm“:l

surveillance. ”
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Judge McRae Says Ray Hearmg
Should Beain on Schedule

U.S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae Jr. today said an
evidentiary hearing for Jantes Earl Ray will begm Oct. 22 as
scheduled. .- ——n

He termed as unfounded speculation that various mo-
tions filed by Ray’s attorneys and the state, as well as an
appeal on pre-trial dxscovery orders by the -state, might
delay the trial.

Judge McRae wﬂl conduct the ev1dent1ary hearing for
the convicted slayer of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

He said yesterday that it appears both sides are well

{(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

along in their preparation of the case for trial, and added, “I
can see no reason for any delay.”

.Attorneys for Ray and for the state will meet with J udge
McRae on Oct. 17 to iron. out last-minute- disputes and then
will meet again on Oct. 21,'in ar all-day session, to review
the list of witnesses and exhlblts prior to the opening of the
public hearing. .

The hearing could lead to a new trial for Ray, who
confessed to the 1968 killing of Dr. King on March 9, 1969,
and is now servmg a 99-year sentence at the Nashv1]Ie state
penitentiary. e

Judge McRa€" also has been meeting frequently with
Deputy U.S. Marshal Willie Durham, gaing over security
"__arrangements for the proceedmgs

" One such session was held yesterday aftérnoon. A topic
of discussion' was what arrangements to make for the press
to.cover the hearing. -

Few requests'thus far have come to the marshal’s ofﬁce
from news media representatives to’ cover the proceedmgs
Most are expected to come in at. the last minute, which-the

marshal’s office says is slowing down the arrangements, -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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(Mount Chpping in Space Below)

Judge Secks Early Untangling Of Ray Motmns

_ US Dist. Judge Robert M.
McRae Jr. yesterday sched-

‘uled a preliminary hearing

next Thursday to resolve all
pending motions in the
James Earl Ray case prior
to Ray’s Oct. 22 evidentiary
hearing.

The judge said attorneys
for the state and for Ray
have told him they want no
delays in-the Oct. 22 hearing
and are trying to resolve

any disputes- as early as.

possible.

McRae had warned the |

attorneys Tuesday he is
tired of their constant con-
tact with him in the form of
prehearing motions and
counter-motions, and urged
them to ‘get ready for
trjal.”
Asst. State Atty. Gen.

Henry Haile yesterday with-

drew a request that he be al- |

lowed to interview Ray  at
the state penitentiary at

Nashville before the Oct. 22

hearing. But other pending
requests were reserved for

the preliminary hearing

Thursday.

Among the motions is a re-
quest filed yesterday by
James H. Lesar, one of
Ray’s Washington attorneys,
asking that Shelby County

Atty. Gen. Hugh Stanton Jr.

be held in contempt of court

for withholding documents .

related to the Ray case.
McRae has granted Ray’s
attorneys the right to exam-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

ine. any relevant documents
in Stanton’s pessession, but
Lesar said Stanton has re-
fused to turn over all of the
relevant records. :
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‘Ray Te-Mape
To Shelby Jail
During' Weel

U.S. Deputy Marshal
Willie Durham, in charge
of security precautions in
the James Earl Ray case,
says Ray will be trans-
ferred from Nashville . to
Memphis © “sometime this
week.” ‘

U.S. Dist. Judge Robert M.
McRae Jr. has scheduled a
preliminary hearing in the
Ray case for 9:30 a. m.
today to resolve . pending
motions prior to Ray’s evi-
dentiary hearing here next
Tuesday.

Ray’s Memphis attorney,
Robert 1. Livingston, said
“Frankly, I would have
thought Mr. Ray would
already have been brought
here. But if he’s not here
by Thursday - we’ll bring
the matter up before Judge
McRae.”

Livingston said his co-

- counsel, Berhard Fenster-
wald and James H. Lesar, |
both of Washington, were |
flying to Memphis “for the
duration, and we’ll need to |
confer with Ray as much as |
possible before néxt: Tues- |
day.” ‘
Ray is serving-a-'99year '
sentence at the state peni-
tentiary at Nashville for the |
1968 slaying of Dr. Martin :
Luther King Jr. ‘

Asst. State Atty. Gen. |
Henry Haile said he has no |
objections to Ray’s transfer
“whenever Mr. Durham is
ready for him.” :

Ray will be housed as a |
federal prisoner in |
Shelby County Jail during
his stay in Memphis.

Durham would not say-
precisely ‘when the prisoner
will be transferred “for se-

\curity reasons.”" i

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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¢« pear Foren
ed to g0t t
In Forerman's dopositic
he says nod over
his notes and reocords on
investization of the case

the late Nachville laws

firm ha
they have not been able {5
find any such records.
<y Shelby County Atty. Ge:n
Hugh Stanton vesterday
turned over a large number
of additional Rsy case
records, including some
which ha said were obtained
from the home of Phil Ca-
nale, his predecessor, Lesar
had asked that Stanton be
- held in contempt for failing -
ver records of the
rdered by the court, |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 {(Hev, 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

E"“ oge ;
L KR JLNG

A preliminzry hearine in the James
Earl Ray case vestsrday paved the
way for Ray's evidentwry henring to
brb-v as ccheduled at 950 a.m. Tues-
day.

At yvesierday’s hearisg, Shelby Coun-
ty Atly. Gen. HJ;] stanton Jr. :ave
Ray’s at evs all it had
been souglit from his ofiice in pretrial
discovery motions.

The files, including Iectters, photo-

rsphs and “varicus physical evi-
" related to the Ray case, was

2’:1F‘hth by documents retrieved
hﬂmr* f former Atty. Gen.
wale Jr.

later that s attorney
Lept “a miscelianeous file
“F unotficial leiters” in the Ray case,
and teok them home as “scuvenirs”

when Jie retived last vear,

Fay's utiornevs had asked for all
rele documents in {} l"PSt, and
told U.S. Dist. J ur‘,;-e mubn-lt MM
Jr. last Wednesday that Sianton was
withholdins certain files or letters.

licy asked that he be held in con-
tempt of court, but Stanion told McRae
yestevday, ‘I was not at all familiar
with the tremendous velume of files wa
had on James Earl Rav.” He said his
chief investizator, John Carlisle, had
found “five more files with hundreds of
Jetters and various phyvsical evidence”
which had been overlooked in an earli-
er search.

Also yesterday, McRae ordered
Ray’s attornevs_lo_mzlke available to

the state any “documests or jetters in

which James Earl Ray discuss
guilty p!ea” to the 1968 slayin:
Martin Luther King Jr,

Asst. State Atiy. Gen.
had asked {or th:
whether Ray indicated in his
any willingness to plead guilty ia
slaving,”

Ray claims he was corrced into
pl@ddxl‘l;’ guilty by his lormer aiinynevs
and Alabama awthor Willi Fyacdt ord
Huie. The evidentiary hearing,
\v'l cm“dor 'H i

Heney Haile
sCodocuments ‘o
mftm_,

T,sle

Y 53

mg.
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v MICUAF L LOLLAR
James ['jan Ray's a2llorneys vesior-
a man {rapped
into an uawanted muideor confession ag
they Taid a framewock fov conflict-of-

day portrayved him =2s

interest clats ageinst his {ormer
atton neys.

As }\';y\: evidentiary hearing opened
before U. S, Dist, Judpe Robert M.
McRae Jiv., Bernard Penstarwald said
the evidence will show a “blatant con-
flict of intercst” on the part of Percy
Forcman and Arthiy Hares, because of
their dealings with Alahama  author
William Dradford Huie.

Forernan was the primary focus of
vesterday's assault. Fensterwald, his
Wachington co-counse! James H. Lesar
and Ray's Memphis attorney. Raobert
I. Livingston, said thev wili show that
TForeman began negotintions for a
auiftr plea hefarn Cunderiaking any
investization of the April 4, . slay-
ing of Dr. Martin Lather Wing Jr,

In his opening stztcment, Fenster-

wald said that Foreman, a Houstos i

attorney, “refused to tvy to stop
prejudicial pretrial publicity™ in the
case and fr-mm ceerced Ray into the
guilty plea.”

“The evidence will show that . ..
Foreman put every availanle pressure
upon Ray to plead puiity. He said that
Ray would barbecue it he went (o
trial.”

The 46-year-old Ray, scrving a 99-
year sentence for the slaying, showed

ttle emotion, hut sniiled accasionallv

during testimony by insp. Billy J,.

Smith, the sheriff’s deputy assigned as
head of the 14-man sccurity force for
Ray in 1968 and 1969.

Livingston asked Smith if he recalled
Ray and his attorncys lurning the
shower in his c2ll on and off to keep
their converzations {rom being over-
heard by hidden micropiiones in Ray's
maximum-security celf,

Smith replied, “T read the same book
you read, and that's not true.” The
deputy said the claim was originated
by New York anthor Gerold Frank in
his book, *‘An American Death.”

Ray laughed with the crowd of ahout
40 spectators at Smith's vigorous deni-
al of the claim. Otherwise, the prisoner
sal quicily, occasionally passing notes
to his attorneys.

e Mﬁ,

Testimony about Foreman's repre-

sentation o] Ray vae huradaced

&
drough Memph

atwerney Ruseetl X

Thompson, \"

lanes “probubly b

lx'x(mwpsmz said Hanes :
scrve as locai connsel lor Ray uﬂﬁ mat
he enlisted the aid of private
for Renfin Hays 1o help umplle
statements from po:ssi‘rr}z: viinesses,

Thompeon said he discussed the case
with Hanes oniy brie li" marily by
telephone, but soun learncd “through
the newspapers” that Rav had fired
Hanes, hiring Foreman to take his
place.

Questioned by Lesar, Thomns
that Foreman never asknd tn sc
investisative files which he -:om;n!ﬂd
with the heip of Havs, 'i'h“"s‘mon
brought the fum with him, includis
statement takon from CﬂdllL 5 Q.mmen
Stephens., H((-p:. tns was a resident of
the bhoarding house at ‘ZZ“,;; South
Main, from which the fatal shot sup-
posedly was fired,

In 2 sipncd aifidavi(, Stonhens gaid
he saw & man ro sembliny Ray run
from the boarding house with & bundle
ihder his arm after the shot was fived,

Lesar asked Thompson, “Wenld vVOu
consider that affidavit evidence that
was essential in preparing a case for
trial, a murder case?”

Thompson replied, “Well, T would in
defense of 2 criminal case. 1 would
think just about anything would he
important. Anylhing 1 could el my
hands on I would look for.”

Another document in Thompson’s
{iles was an afltidavit {rom an FBI fire-
arms expert who examined the rille
supposedly used to murder King and

(Continued on Page 6)

}gww-«.
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Frank”
Thomparn
3'&«(\‘5
ended up
Hugh S
yublie dr
FPublic D+

Frand

Thompaon
to plead om
{iles to hin.

‘et attornoys Cheim
eifort o

{0 conduct Ris own
hacapse he

n t hadger-

Tores
oo oxamne
Thompson's files o
mvestioation of the
WAS primarsiiy interested
ing” Ray ino plead guilty,

When he ageced to vepresent Ray,
Foreman assunied @9 per conr of the
rovalty rizhis to Hule's book, “He Slew
the DY'(‘M’P“Y‘ “an account of the Wing
slaying. .') cluims Foreman wanted
him to plead gwlty “to preserve the
eccnomic valie of the book.”

Ju Smith’s testimony Pm"\' vesterdav
the sheriff's depaty testifiod he was in
charge of all security for Rz:y hetween
July 19, 1855, and March 12, 196, when
Ray was transferred to the sfaie peni-
tentiary at Nashville,

Smith said all of Rav's incoming
mail was scrudi \I/PO bv denuties before
it was given (¢ Ray, “and all oulgoing
mail excapi to hi § 1Ix(\7‘n!’ N

All mad o e the de pumq was
copied and detivered to Llovd ‘Dusiy’
Rhodes, who was administrative assist-

caep

1

.

u!i {\c' Y ]

James

Rhodes

Blackwell

nt to Dist. Gen. Phil M.

Canale, Smith sald,

former

Atty,

In his opening stalement, Fenster-
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wadd  said  delivery of Ray's

spondence to his prosecutors is “an ir-
remedial constitutional defect” in his
trearment, making “the Ylishere case
look like a medel of judicial rectitude”
in comparison.

Fensterweld said the jail's vse of
television camevas and microphones o
monitor activity in Rav’s coll amount-
cd to “systematic interference wit
Ray's Sixth Amendiient richt 1o coun-

sel, E‘Sp(’(ld]'\' his right to confer with |

counsel without interference by the

state.”

Smith testified fwo camerze were
trained ¢n Ray's cell at o thnes and a
microvhone was conpected to one of
the camoeras, He <aid the microphone
Swas turned ot whenever Ray’s ator-

neys were in the cell.” S
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Defense Attorney Bernard Fensterwald's Briefcase Is Checked

-—=Stail Paoio
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'Ray Portrayed
As Trap Victim
Of EX' La W \% Q_lj S B e e e

By MICHAEL LOLLAR

James Earl Ray’s attorneys yester-
day portrayed him as a man trapped
into an unwanted murder confession as
they laid a framework for conflict-of-
interest claims against his former
attorneys.

As Ray’s evidentiary hearing opened
before U. S. Dist. Judge Robert M.
McRae Jr., Bernard Fensterwald said
the evidence will show a ‘“blatant con-
flict of interest” on the part of Percy
Foreman and Arthur Hanes, because of
their dealings with Alabama author
William Bradford Huie.

Foreman was the primary focus of
yesterday’s assault. Fensterwald, his
Washington co-counsel James H. Lesar
and Ray’s Memphis attorney, Robert
1. Livingston, said they will show that
Foreman began negotiations for a
guilty plea before undertakmg any
investigation of the April 4, 1968, slay-
ing of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. ‘

In his opening statement, Fenster- Date:
wald said that Foreman, a Houston : ’
attorney, “refused to try to stop
prejudicial pretrial publicity” in the Author:
case and fmally “coerced Ray into the . e N . T h
guily plea.” catter: GORDON HANNA

“The evidence will show that . ..
Foreman put every available pressure
upon Ray to plead guilty. He said that
Ray would barbecue if he went to .
trial.” : or
Classification:
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The 46-yearqgid—Ray, serving a 99-
year sentence for the slaying, showed

“tle emotion, but smiled occasionall
during testimony by Insp. Billy J.
Smith, the sheriff’s deputy assigned as
head of the 14-man security force for
Ray in 1968 and 1969.

Livingston asked Smith if he recalled
Ray and his attorneys turning the
shower in his cell on and off to keep
their converzations from being over-
heard by hidden microphones in Ray’s
maximum-security cell, * -

Smith replied, ““I read the same book
you read, and that’s not true.”” The
deputy said the claim was originated
by New York author Gerold Frank in
his-book, ‘“An American Death.”

Ray laughed with the crowd of about
40 spectators at Smith’s vigorous deni-
al of the claim. Otherwise, the prisoner
sat quietly, occasionally passing notes
to his attorneys.

Testimony about Foreman’s repre-
sentation of Rgywag introduced
through Memphis attorney Russell X

Thompson, who Jead—been retained by
Hanes ‘‘probably in August, 1968.”
Thompson said Hanes asked  him to
serve as local counsel for Ray and that
he enlisted the aid of private investiga-
for Renfro Hays to help compile
statements from possible witnesses.

Thompson said he discussed the case
with Hanes only briefly, primarily by
telephone, but soon learned “‘through
the newspapers” that Ray had fired
Hanes, hiring Foreman to take his
place.

Questioned by Lesar, Thompson said
that Foreman never asked to see the
investigative files which he compiled

. with the help of Hays. Thcmpson
brought the files with him, including a
statement taKen from Charles Quitman
Stephens. Stephens was a resident of:
the boarding house at 42215 South
Main, from which the fatal shpt sup-

- posedly was fired.

In a signed affidavit, Stephens said

he saw a man resembling, Ray run
" from the Bbarding house with a bundle
under his drm after the shot was fired.

Lesar asked Thompson, “Would you
consider. that affidavit. evidence that
was essential in preparing a case for
trial, a murder case?”

Thompson replied, “Well, I would in
defense of a criminal case. I' would
think - just about anything would be
important. Anything 1 could get my
hands on I would look for.” -

Another document in . Thompson's

files was an affidavit from an FBI fire-
arms expert who examined the rifle
supposedly used to murder King and

é

jtﬁe- 30.06 bullet gemay ed_from Kin
during an autopsy. g
In the affidavit, the agent said, “I
could draw no conclusion whether the
submitted bullet was fired from the
si_xbmitted rifle.”

Questioning Foreman’s failure to ask
for the affidavit when he was hired,
Lesar asked Thompson if the document
might have - been important to Ray’s
defense. ,

-1 suppose it would be relevant,”
Thompson said. '

: Thompson also testified that . Frank,
the New York author, asked to look at’
the investigative files, but Thompson
said he turned him down for fear the
book -might interiere with Ray’s right
to a fair trial. The attorney said Frank
then contacted Foreman, who “wrote .-
to meson Nov. 13, 1968, authorizing my
turning over the materials to Gerold
Frank:” - .

Thompson said he still refused to
allow }i‘rank access to his files, and, “I
ended up just giving the whole thing to
Hugh: Stanton Jr.,” former assistant
public defender. The * Shelby  County
Public Defender’s Office was appointed
to assist Foreman in Ray’s defense.
Thomipson said that when Ray agreed
to plead guilty Stanton returned the

files to him,

Rdy’s current attorneys claim Fore-
man’ made no effort to examine’
Thomipson’s files or to conduct his own:
- investigation of the case betause he

_was primarily interested in ‘‘badger-
ing” Ray to plead guilty. '

When he agreed to represent Ray,
Forethan assumed 60 per cent of the
royalty rights.to Huie’s hook, “He Slew
the Dreamig¥;” an actout of the King
slaying. Ray claims Foreman wanted
him to plead guilty “to preserve the
eccnomic value of the book.” .

In Smith’s testimony early yesterday
the sheriff’s deputy testified he was. in
charge of all security for Ray between’
July 19, 1968, and March 12, 196%, when
Ray was transferred to the state peni-
tentiary at Nashviile.

Smith said all' of Ray's incoming
mail was scrutinized by deputies before
it was given tc Ray, ‘‘and all outgoing

mail except to his attorneys.”
) Alldmai(l1 relad by the deputies was
copied and de iyered to Tloyd ‘Dusty’
Rhod#s, who was administrative assisyt-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ant to former Dist. Attv. Gen. Phil M.

Canale, Smith said.
Op—

In his opening statement, Fenster-
. |

wald said - delivery of Ray’s corre-
spondence to his prosecutors is “an ir-
remedial constitutional defect” in his
treatment, ;making “the Ellsberg case
look like a medel of judicial rectitude”
incomparison. - _
Fensterwald said the- jail’s use of
television cameras and microphones to
monitor activity in Ray’s cell amount-.

ed to ‘‘systematic interference with |

Ray’s Sixth Amendment right to coun-
sel, especially his right to confer with

counsel without interference by the !

state.”

Smith testified two cameras were |
trained cn Ray’s cell at all times-and a |
microphone was connected to one of |
the cameras. He said the microphone |

“was turned off whenever Ray’s attor-
neys were in the cell.” ‘

Former Sheriff William N. Morris
Jr., who authorized the security setup,
said all of the security measures were
discussed beforehand with Canale. ““I
might simply say that we didn’t feel we
were doing anything that would violate
Mr. Ray’s constitutional rights.”

Rhodes, Canale’s former administra-
tive assistant; {festified he was not a
party to the prosecution of the Ray

case. Questioned by Lesar, he said he i

knows “‘of no evidence that was made
available to anybody” outside the
attorney general’s office. Lesar claims
prosecutors gave confidential informa-
tion to Frank, among others, without
making the same information available
to Ray’s own attorneys.

The hearing will resume at 9:30 this

morning with testimony by Dr. Mc-
Carthy DeMere, Memphis plastic sur-
geon who served as jail physician to
Ray.

Judge Robert .‘e Jr

Blackwe:l
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Defense Aﬂ'c;rnéy Bernard FenSféfwald's Briefcase Is Checked
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James Earl Ray Is Escorted From Court With Mass Of Papers

—AP Photo
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((ic‘r;]iinm’fi

“worked closely” wiih

otherwize, “Mr. }‘m‘a»rr.an
had diciated certain noies
that he wanted our invest-
galors to invesi

tnat was doic. fe was in the
public deiender’s :
many tinics, and w2 ¢l

ed this lawsuit., Ve

very gcod working rui

ship, and w2 had i

ity to do whitever we we
ed to do.”

Bazed on the investization,
Stiion aaid he corciuded
Ray would have beon (ound
auiliv i he had zone o trial,

‘We  were LVI’.GCmD,», out

cvervthing in the case, and
frankly wa concluded we
didu’t have much defense.
There were 105 many t‘niu;‘
I found 100 hard w expiain.”’

Asst, State Aliv,
Haynes
1in ex-

senicnce
oain.
think t.u, re
Jy hizh probabiiy
jury would have given
the death pengliy i he had
gone to il

Earlie; _\;“101‘(1'1" the
state was allewad to call one
oi ity win =, Ao ~his
;,!‘cl ¢ osur McCanthy
Denicre. aternoeys
have several j
o call, b UL 8, Wist. Judoe
Rohert M. Melioe dr. 1
DeMere could (estify out of
turs sincs e must feave the
city to

Denicre. who :erved as
jail physician to Ray  be-
tween Juiy 19, 1368 and
March 12, 200 said ((mﬂ'i-
W-n: 'n ‘ : voConaty

Ray's he ai:n.
SLEERA! . dUOIREVS

Arery coniine-

ment in the maxiumun- se-

from Fage 1)

curity f(H caus ed hi% ph\':ri-v 2

cal a

detericrate,
able 10 ves
plead guilty.

De’ u"ro caid the ‘:pé‘('.cil Vs
buils ved r Com-
dlk\
mou m n, e w:bc :'(er the
I : thet Ray ned
woight during his stav there.
He said he adminisrered
aspirin ¢ Rav for minor
Leadaches and treated ’m;

for nosenlesd, but noticed 1o}

signs of dey ion ot nerve
QUSNESS N the prisoner. in
mv apinien he wai ter
health wihen he Mt than
when he arrived.”

Quazhons u by Asst. State
An_,. Gen. John R, ‘Dick’
Lodge, the focior raid he be-
came well-acquainted  with
Ray during their associalio
and asked Ray
nieaded guilty if lw wi}
did it.”

DeMere said Rav iald him,

JNig way.

¢ ai
B (»vr ng. Ray's
meys plan toocalt Now

York crimirolo Tlerhert

NieDonaald se their Dirst wit-

ness, 1o be {eligwed hy 1oi-
mer Dist, Atty, Gea, Phil AL
Cznnle Jr. Ray is expedied
to be called late air

noat.

o
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B\' MICHAEL LOLLAR

- estifiad )ea-
ey witness in
tn(. .J(J.‘\. "‘cr mgc was
lving drunk on 3
iy 13 minutes |
ther King Jr. was yhied,
Jan'f-% Yellow Cab
ariy one (o the reeming
hous S
har

ound him dz::' k.7 NGraw s
Graw ~5,J S:euhens, one of

ms T\L‘U o1 custoniers, was in no condi-

tien o valk. ¥

Stephens Jater told police he heard a
gunshot about 6 pam. zuxd iooked out to
see Janes Farl Ray racing down the
hallway with a package in his arms.
The taxd driver's testimeny in Ray’s
cvidentiary 1.?311,”* folicwed that or
Dist. &y, Gen. Hugh Sianton Jr, fo
m"‘v‘ seistant public cefender who was

appoinicd on Ju. 15, 1638, 1o heip
Houston attorne av Percy Foreman de-
fend Ray in the murder case.

Swanton told F&emard f—'en erwald, a
Washinaion atterne:” representing Ray
in the evideatiary pc{u ng, that Ste-
phens would nave been one of the
state’s most important wimesses, ‘1
think he was one of the ninst positive of
the stare’s W m‘e;scx that L-xasw any-
thing at cut)’

But Stanton sqid ihe defense was pre-
pared to d}x‘crcc‘i Stephens through
findings from investizative work which
would have shown hiis drunken state at
the time of the shooting.

Sianion, whose testimony 100 nast
of the dov. defended the pr al mwves-
Hgative Work Toanet © :
sterwald W
inedequate ana Gatimely.”

et =
ror L Wi

Cincomploete.
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.nc offort to negate Ray's cenfes-
Sy e King siuying, IC'WHW'\J.';»\RI
clyims that poreman, Rov's chief
coursel in 1659, r"um ResOtATIGRS (O
piead Roy guilty bojure ta ki 1 part
chy investization of the case {‘ureman
had replaced Birmingham duormy Al-
thur J. Hanes, whom Ray fired in
Novermber, 1968,

Sranton caid that when he was ap-
pointed to assist. Foreman, the Tiouston
stiomrev cave him no copies of findings
from provions investipative work,
CBui 1 Ihi*\k we viupaby discuseed

m’ had done. He had 2 pretty fair
e 0‘ the proof that was ‘1k°1y
( 't
wid his own. investigation
review of I i
s compiled by private invest
¢ Reniro Havs, who had becn hired
by Hanes, and with review ol a list of
36y potential state witnesse

The former pubiic dejen dﬂr said he
and ihree members ¢f the public de-
fender’s staff were hampered from the
besinning, becaus? when thev started
cross-checking the v'oxh that r,(.ys had
done they found sericus crrovs. "By
ahnui-teneary or i Lblllal y—tire—idots

began 1o r(mt adict stalemnents sup-
plisd by Fays A

Soon, he said, ke b»maq to doubt “the
truth and veracity”” of all of Hays® €i-
forts, because, e woeuld take a little
fuct and make it dbpeas O fe intothe
puzzie, when, in fact, it didn't it at
ajl”

«granton testiiied he and his stafi
had interviewed enly 31 of the
state's 360 prma. witnesses by the
time Ray’s originally sehe (1u‘eﬂ trial
date.-— March 3, 18509 — "nn\.»\( : The
trial was continued, and Sanon said

he and his staft 1&«\allk“d their investi-
gationm.adl March when Lg fvanied
“pv accident” that R v had agreed 10
plead guilty.

The attorney said he had telephoned
jormer Sherifi Williara N, Motris Jr.
about ancther maiter an d was
“amazed, suxpu:\,d and astounced”
when Morris told him Ray plansed to
plead guiity.

Stanton sai¢ Foreman had not told
lim of the planned confcssion, but had

(Conti;;@g on Pace 17)
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1669, James Earl ’
comerring with atioe,
for the cnumtm“ %
begin at $:36 this mor

“lHe locked pale and wan,
surnrized by the amo i
lost,”
of Rav’s

}eﬂ"t(‘” ald,
Tesar of Washin; :

cf‘on of T\Iemr, i v

ni
il

D- LCC K
- 1
oTacove,

P
1" LN

prisoner in Men
courircom ol U, S

- s

Vi .qu &S J

metal-detechy w device Ym
every spectaior,
AT MUst pass alter k&
tors on the 1ith flocr of the "‘uil inz.

atiorney and news

ving the eieva-

Eleven deputy wiarshals, five of
them in ‘\Temnhi‘ on speeial detsil,
vera assigned to oversee security for
Rav, who is seexing to withdraw his
confessinn to the 1usS slaviag ot
Martin Luther King 1r.

“These are m“ tehiest sec
precautioas ever” in 3Memphis, s
derniy marshal Wilile Durham, assi
ed to coordinate all mevement inte a
out of the courtroom and ail nweasu
taken to insure Ray's prot(-c”mw.

Ray’s atforncvs \puv most of the
day confeiring with Asst. e Attys,
Gen, Heory Haijle and am Joe’
daynes of Nashvitie, The attorners ex-
changed Copms of exuibits, iisis of wit-
nesses and troned out Jast-minute legal
technicalities preliminary to the &
ing.

At 4:30 pan., Lesar asked McRag {o
bar irom eviderce depositions of dous-
ton attorney Perev Foreman and Lm
selle, Ala., zuihor William Brodiord
Huie. Lesar asked the judee 1o order
both withweeses 1o appearv in pereen,
m'v ¢otheir writion testimony would
give the iudge 1o insicht inta thuir e

unor.“
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N @

HCRae said the depasitions must be
allowed @s cvidence and refuced to
order Foreman and Huic to Memphis
since {ederal law places & 109-mile tor-
ritorial limit on the couri’s svhpena
power in civil casrs._ __.,

Fensterwald said he expecis to call
Ray w5 hiz-fourth witnoss Jate today.
The first three witnesses «will be Crimi-
nal Court Cierk J. A, ‘Bubba’ Black-

formes Shelby County Asst. Any.
2. Uu-,d ;_)z 1A r{‘ oees and  Jehn
' with the aticr-

In the }wwmw I\ Vs aitorneys will

tu shiny that } ay coerced

: ity to the Kiny slaving

Yroauer e Arthur

hwf: sman and Huie, Both attor-

neVS ,kd nczotiated Hierare contracts

with Hule ror rovaliy richis 1o Hule's
book, “He Slow the Dreamer.”

.
i

Ray clzims t!w conirug
coenflict of
attormevs 1o
om‘t\ M orgs
1C \
L.C p:mﬂ
ticns of his
(‘0 l«v- j'l;:
facted his Jdu of miad.
was unabhle te confer wirih i
in private beca:
and vispal moni
and that afier
he was unable ¢
p*essvu'es to pics
§’d-
r" 'm'w of
,“onucu)r" dev nC\.s Hll"‘
As Ray left the cel
Office },\uidi.r»g shortls
yr“s'erd he was car 1‘; :
o perennal files which t
asked to examine during
McRae ordered Rayv to t
which included corresy . »*'Ve be-
twcm hir‘ and his form. v ~stevneys
s guilty plea on Mar ch 10,
1(3.,('

avOd

o

: e iy Jai
Jumses Furl Ray (Right) Is Escorfed Back To Jzn ")-»»‘1 :‘;,'..)—“

(‘k‘ OO 0N
ith Rey Is Deputy U.S. Marshal CRarles -oCEUSEs | ceees:
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poenaed aheut 20 witnesses.
Among those, he <aid, are
former Snelibv County attor-
ney general! Phil Canaie, for-
wer chief prosceutor Robert
Dwyer. and former county
prosccutnr  James Peaclev
(Beasley and Dwyer are now
judges), Investizator Join
Carlisle, and Shelby County
Medical  Iixaiminer. Dr.
Jerry Francisen, the man in
charge of the Kz autopsy.
Also subpoenacd are Lovd
Jowers, of 415 S. Mxiv, said
-to be the operator of Jim’s
Grill near the rooniine house
cslaying  sceno; James
- MceCraw, Yeliow Cab driver,
- who is expectied tesiify
that cne of th

the King killing

“anyone; and Guy

whe cwned tiie business on
South Main in front of vhich
the gun alleped to have !
used to shoor King was
darepped.

“From the list of wit-
nesses it oppears we are
goinz to be trying the Msriin
Luther ¥ing murder case,”
said Haile. 7t will be an
interesting sessien.”’

The state has not revealed
its list of witneszes and
Ray’s attorneys have not
submitted all of theirs.

Fensterwald said it would
be decided today whether
Ray would be called to the
stand as the first witness.
However, sources indicate
that tie wiil prebably be call-

ed later in the hearing.

B T
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And T(.' L TONES -
Lo it

Date:

';The P»Tm_n;.‘?’zis hvainia Edition:

who examinzd James La CIHA:

- . N | Acther:

Ray duvine his stay 2 L ar

Shelby Countw ml i Editor: S

todav in Fedor : that Title:

Ray told him he “w‘sn‘t

mysell” in the aszassmeation

of Dr. Martin Luther King
Ir. Character:

RLES M,
CHREIDIR

Dr. McZarthy Deliere. a or

plastic snrzeon who was a
. ssification:

rescuve depiity shorifi st the Classtfication ST S
time of the April 4 1958, submitting Otiiee: SEIIPIIIS
slaying,  said then  Sheriff -

LA S 1 ohast { B nves [
William N. Morris appainted fietng favestigated
him to 1 care of Ray
mecicaliv wien Ray arrived
at the jail on Julv' i, 1uss,

Original and 1 cc fwd Bureau by RS, 11/11/74. (JAP)
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DeMere. caid-ha examined
Ray during hisentire sray in
the jail and gave him a com-
plete physical beiore Ray
was transferred to iha Maghe
ville State Ponitendary fol-
lowing is Xarch i, 1949,
auilty nlea he .‘"’f""n; of
hF’ civil vizhts leader.

Deriere  enid, upder  in-
structions from the late
Criminal Court Tudoe Prege
tan Daitie, he ney2r dizcuss-
ed the cas? with Fav until
after the guilty plea,

When checking him afte
the plea, Dr. DedMere said he
asked Rayv if “he was reajly
involved” in the killing.

Dalern 837" “He tald
me, Well, 'et’s pu. it this
way. Iwasn't by museli, Ha
said he wasn’t
long in Nacghvilis :
he got out he w anted me IO
hide bim ont. My w said
he ever showed Up we were
leaving home.”

DeMere was a siate wit-
ness, calied out of
cause he had
tov.n. .

Asst. State Alty, Gen.
Lodge, throuzn qguzstio
of DeMere, tried :
Ray’s contont:
conditions in the
to Ray, 46,
into pleading
attorneys

The evidentiary hearing
nOW In progress is o deters
mine if Rov is enti!
new trial on the cha:

In other testimeny
Sheiby Comnty  Atte. Gen.
Huzh Stanton T, formeriv a
public defender assizned
the Rav case, said he was

sarprised” in Merch, 1833,
to learn that Ray would
plead guilty.

Stanton, called as Ray's
<3\'th witness  before ULS,
District Judge Robort M,
McRa2 Jr.. <caid former
Sheriff Merris to'd him of
the guilty plea a icw days
hefore Rav enterad ir,

“It mever occurred to me
that it (the casey would ba
dispozed of without . trial,”
he said.

DecNMere characrerized
Ray's ceil M7 THe Shelhy

County jail.zz-‘haing like a
first clzss motel room, ex-
ept for the bed.’

excellent health” during the
eight months he trezted him.
DeMere said he found Ray
to te in “geod spivits.”

DeMere said he asked Ra
one time if he mslbc
blacks, and he said Ray

aid: “Ab:o‘uivly not. H
said he liked them. He ha
beer in prison wich them
before.

DeXere said, “If anything,
Ray was in batter physical
<.*ap° after his stav in the
Shelby County Jail” than he
was when he arrived inm

nis after his arrcst in
England.

DeNiere said Rav exhib-
ited 1o tension, adai “f; that
his speech and mind vere
cleay ““Atnoihne did Tever
see nim  depressed,’” said

DeMerte,

DeadMere taid Ray did not
complain abour a lack of
sleep, but talked some abeut
his lack of privacy.

‘“We envied the (physical)
condiiion ke was in., Two or
three occasicns [ saw him
walk across the lencth of the
floor of his cell--zbout 20
feet—on his hands. This is
come thing most people can’t
do.” DeMere s21d.

De»iexe sald he was on
friendly terms with Ray and
said that Ray afsogot along

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

with his guards—*They call-
ed him Jimmyv.”

DeMere also said Ray
autograpned his FBI wanted
poster and sicned it; “To my
Memphis docior.”

DeMere said Rav had
occasional nose bleeds and
“rare’” headaches. However,
one of Ray’s attornevs asked
DeMere why, i
ifi's deparimer
ﬂ at RH»/ wWas

almost every

the sher-

"

t logs showed
aiven aspiria
day,

DeMere said he had no
persenal records of his treat-
ment of Ray to check this
by, because Shneriff Morris
had crdered him not to keep
any records “becawe the
case was so unusual.’

Stanten was called to the
stand atter DelMere finished
h s tnz 'v* Gny.

“Stanton and his late fa-
hor S“;elhv Covimy Puhiic

Defender Hugh Stanton St
were appomtcd 10
Ray’s 1858 lawver,
oFreman of Housion. §
fon said he was “picued” to
learn of the plans to plead
Ray guilty since he had bee
assigned as co-counse; in the
cas2 bv Eattle

Stanion said he
prised. althouzh his
had made tne suggestion
a Oulltv pha during  thei
first meeting with Foremar
in December, 1868,

He testified, “‘Trere was
some telk between Nir, Fore-
man and my father ahout
whether the man was guilty.

“Forcmanr said; *Yes, he

was (guilty) in his opinion.’

That day, Hugh, Sr., went to




abtout the
the guily

s3i0 0 somelhine
possioifity  of

nlea.”

to prosecud

CdUSL of world wide punn’ci-

) on 'n(‘ SI( \Ul"
Duestioned by
\wasl,m;{lO‘ 0 C
exrnard Fonoi
the public defe
tionship with i
said the
“hampored
fendant G Lath with
my father. sud e didn’t
\Mm ot 2 bim. I"f‘
qanted to talk (o fForeman.

MVes
y ‘L) DL

Swonid

Foreman wes
The letrer
bhad fired his
Arther Han
coverine the
') or
tract for ¢ ook v author,
William Bradierd IL e,

Despite eartier
by sherifi’s ¢fficers thut no
mail belween Eay and hig
attorneys was read, the en-
velope of the letter o &
ton had been initizlled
opened, said Fensterwald.

‘ ”culd it come as a shock
to vou to learn that the mai
irom Mr. Rav to vou had
becon openzds” L.sk d
Fensterwald. . o

“Yes, sir,” answered Stan-

o1
.55

l]ad antore

estimony

ten. “I wouid not have ap-
preciated that.’

ihat he
Y 0w oece-
in Crimninai

Stanton teqtifizd
snoke with

S1005, Dot L

testifizd
unsure  jf
that he puilic
RIS mwmtm 0 lmr; nre-
ki s '.‘, : b ut

being

he wel-
we would
not dis-

"”\" the bailis
Fuln Uu l‘ Hl

Ca et et e ey e
SR )

shot that Killed

fired frem the riﬂe.
Ray wore the same

today that he wore

day, a dark brswn

/ pin-
smred But he wore

¢ a differ-

ent shirt — blue char mbray |

instead of yesterday’s whire,
Although Ray was ticless
yesterday, he  appeared

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

today wearing a green,
brown and white striped tie.
Fensterwald said yesterday
that Ray probably wouid not
testily until Thursday  be-
cause attorneys have been
unable to have lengthy dis-
cussiens with him since his
transier {rom prisen. Fon-
sterwald added that he prob-
ably would complete nis case
by IIJC end of the week.
Ray's attornevs presented
five witnesses vesterday 10
support their claim that Ray
Was not preperiv represent-
ed by his atiornevs,
Shelby  County
Department Ingsp.
‘Rn ith, th(' man

Sheriff’
T)Al:y

f’)r Rev in
testified the
incoming a

Sxm
ion to
mal

Hiis wad R2V's 0w SiNng
to his aitornevs,

Ilemphis attorrry Russel
X Thom npson, who aided

1AVEE-

Ray’s first attorn- :
said

tigating the Rav case,

} at Houston atiorncy Perey
Yoreraan, who later tookx
over the case, never asked
1o see his iifes.

Thompson said the only
comrnuaication about the
files he had from [Foreman
occuired whan Toeremun
wrote him a lett2r on Nov.
14, 184S, and asked him to
turn over the investizative
files on the Ray case 1y
Eosion author Gerold F
Thomps ﬁn said in-:ia
turned the files ove
publi u[’f(zn\.éls
vhich h;d heen appri
aid Forem:n

i testifying
mnal Cr,:fz
lackwell,

IV Cczmt_v Attv.

tive Asst.

former

veaterdoy
urt Clers
formoer
Gron,
Tiovd
shoriry

vioiate
tional righ
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By KAY PITTYMAN BLACK and TOM JONES
Press-Scimitar Stoif #iriters

A New York ballistics cxpert and eriminn
Legtmrd in Federal Court today that (h
way” the rifle =aid to have bien usod in
of Dr. dlat 1“ Lauther King Je. couid have
from the recming house hatlircom wind
state claimed.

Herbert Lynn ‘\Iavf}onﬂ“_ Fimira Collcre, N.Y,,
criminologist, was (dl.x d Lo the witncss stand to teg-
tify in the third day of the ¢vide atiare hearing which
cou]d lcad{oan ,w trial for James Loll ;L v, Uk man
serving 9% vyears in siate
prl:.(m for the Api it 4, 19
slaying of King in Memphis,

Bomard Fensterwald, ona
of Rav's Washington, D.C,
afternevs, told  ULS. Dist,
Judge Robort 310 McRae Jr.
he calied MacDonell to iilus-
frate the ‘‘incompeterce of
the investigation™ conducted
by Ray'e loraer alconeys,
Avthur Hanes Sr. of B
mingham, Ala., and Percy
Foreman of Housten, Tex.

Fenzterwald, spcaking of
tre work done by the other
atto rnevs, said, “It’s incon-
ceivable to me . ., thev did

Gt examine the room with

gun . . . and atterupt to

Drawing diagrams on a
cnun*nom biackboard,
Jonell illustrated the
rositicn of a dent ' the rear
bathrnom window sill of the
rootring house at 42215 S,
mam. Fle said  the stat
Ciaimnd the dert was caused
when  the  30.05 n"xt was
propped azainst the «ill and
fired at 6:61 p.m. al Dr.
King as he stozd on the bhal-
cony of the nearby Lorraine
Mintel.

MacDonell, dning peomet-
ric calculations based on the
angle of the sili nick, said
that because of the nearness
of the window to the wall
there was “no wayv’” the 12-
inch-long rifle ¢ould have
been pesitiomed in such a
wav as o fire a shot. Had
such a rifie positiomng been
tricd, bhe said, the r1ille
“would have stuck some 19
inche to the wall.,”
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MacDone!_=!:5 took issue
with a Faderal Gurcau of In-
vestization ballistics report
presented hy the state at
Rey’s March 18, 1939, guilty
plea.

MacDonell =:id he went to
the Sheiby Cotaiv Criminal
Court Clerk’s airice, vhere
the Ray evidenco is =ain-
tained, and micrnscopically
examined the window siil
taken from the rooming
house, the dent in i, and
fragments of th» ‘)m“' t“’ en
from Dr. Kine’s bedy,

MacDonell taonh isste with
the report, presared by 3§
Texreaert Reborr Jroder,
which Ft?té‘d tha bw vse of
the “‘dictorted” condition of
the bullet frazmonts there
Was no way to draw s con-
clusion “that the submitied
builet was fired irom the
submitred rifle.”

MacDonel! said
mushroom-tvps  buile:
ment was not 50 19rn un that
it couid not be clz=sified. {2
said the frazmonts showed
SIY grooves and the orooves
wenld br consistent with bhal-
fets that come from two
types of riflas____..,

)\ Fensterwald quoter

MacDeaell said he also
made a microsconic exami-
nation but found nn evids

indicate what
dont,

Further, Mac¢Ton
the back side )
whey fired, wonl:l not rcause
such a dent. “\ aenr enuid
3 by a muzie
or a sizht.

Asst. State Abiv, Gen.
Henrv  Haile  »sicd Mac-
Donel! if e hodl peraonaliy
examincd (he cun op visited
the scene,

MacDrneli said, s a2
rifie, not a 2un.” He caid he
had net examins? the wean-
on and had not visited the
seans bur posod ki calceiae
flons o5 his koo oo of (he
tope ol rille and on photos
o the Int'u"wv. He sadd he
had exam: e n‘ WINAOW
sill and he qone.

Haile said--MacDonell
based his  calenlations  on
only the section of the win-
dow sill wivdeh had bren re-
moved  and  pot the  few
inchos on each

,

st fhat were

'
i
S

W‘wv!)rmu‘i then recalcu-
Iated the pi n oand said
still t‘ﬂ-mo u
of thot
he e f}'l".:v‘.
sifl, i v {

tween Lhe
MacDonel

made hat mark

the cun wouwid ha

Lave heen pointd i

and 1o the ot and when

{ired *he shot “would have

gone intn tie walll” ratier

than dewnward, teward the

Lorraine Motel,

ell was
erade the

the deionse
shot iy kil
wave come o benind s
lding, as snng \«‘ur—‘s:s
claimot
Loy evewitness
who piac
of the

@ 0 a 3

‘;'M[Y!Cba .
time of the shooting. wit-
nesses mdlca{ed vesterday.

Attornovs for Rav concen-
trated (heir gquestioning on
the reliability of Charles Q.
Stephens, wid if\cd at the
reoming hnuse where officers
caid the fatal shot was fired.

Sheihyv County  Attorney
Genera l Hugik Stanton A
formerly an assstant 'mou
defender assiit ,% tn Rav's
defanse, tesuhcd that inves-
tigations had =i 3\' i that Ste-
phens was he only person
witn ceuld idenrify Ray &5 a
hoarder in_the rooming
house.
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Stephess seid he saw Ray
¢ ;9“ his doov nom the
o0m, \~,/ha:re the shot al-
was  fired.  King

2 in the law by a
ot while stanéing en
v of the motel at
police have

Qnestlo'W by  TFenster-

wald, Stanton szl ri Q”‘} hens
uidl e oea one of 1

tors h“d d!&’l L" 3y
ment ‘ro"
Stone of the
who said
Tire SLaum \r 2, 1\
the rw-mw:}_ 0

everv n'("h. at 6 pom, i intox-

icated.”

crmtk
King was s

MeGiaw

“ tl““ 1“\,’7"

bv \«hen he :
p.m. he ducuwwd that h
passenger, Siephens,  was
Iving en thz hed and could nt
ger up. He
druik.” )

The former opsretor of
Jin’s Grill, L'md Jmter-‘-.
testified that Steynens
drunk the
slaving.

The atiorneys for
-have argued »n"u ihe p"ose-
cutors held Ste 300 ai
as a marerial w
the man’s wi‘e, who contra-
“dicted his deccription, was
spirited to a mental neorital,

Ferstnnm":‘ s i;o 3
witnesses’ statemc!
by the public ¢ice
investigators wnich conira
dicted the police t '"co"y nF
the killing,




-

C Qtafoments by the follsw
Ing roominz honee duallng
were exemined:

3

© Harnld (Cornbiread)
Carler, who suid he was
drmnmd N & nearny parking
lot when “he heord the shoi,
loud J'n his ear, looked
arounid and saw a man run
\V(‘!y.

€ Mrs. Dossie Brewer,
landiady of the rocming
house, whe could not
the mian who rented
at3 p.m. Ofticinds

P CU L
the man was Rey

3

said Rav
who rented Nels
said the ‘snor camn rom
the bushes” hehind the buiid-
ing.

® Harvey (Ace) Locke,
who said three vere in
~the room apout rwo hours
bof om the shonting. He did
not ide .L;ry Ray.

2 Willic Auschuliz,

;said he thourh

““eome from the bus

- Stanton al:o rov !
-the defenze iad been invs

" paling z‘epmw ..1 t ],,r
-fereement

cpaving

L bills™ i C
cever, he adde ci

‘tion ste ;n‘.

.,-m arnm

to piead ;;.n \

- Dr. . . Francisco,
Sheiby County medical
‘examiner, was quostioned hy
-Ray’s attorneve apoit the
corigin of the fatal shor. He
.said it was “nng pos Sinie” w
cdefinitely identifv tha loca-
ion where the buller was
dired, bat said the hathroom
-window was ‘“‘consistent”
~mth the path of the bulles.

Ray’s attorneys
quuuoned witneszes
-the investization condier
‘by the defense. Ray's trial
was su*eomod for April 7,
(1855, and when he pleaded
guilty on ’\1 wreh 10, Starien
said oniy 31 of the stat2’s 369
Jwitnesses had  beenn  inter-

viewed by defense,

clozely

- Oiner testimany today re«
vealed that almost imamedi-
ately after Stanion ard his
Tather, Public Defonder
Hugh Stanton Sr., wore ape
poi““d I Diecember,

10 assist Foreman, roog
tions bezaw on a ;;,mity piea
for Ray,  ~= een.

Former | Sk. 1*)5

Atty. Gen . _Phil Conale,
undt:-r [N Ainaion by Rav's
other Washington, DC
attorney, James Lesar, said
he was first E'.ppr().’i.Cth
about a I('('ﬂﬂ’ﬂ('nl’::uiﬂ‘.l on
a guilty pleain eariv Decem-
hor by the lote Stanton St.

Canale said II“L \‘.um.n a
couple of weegs,” a time
period he said would have
probebly hoen a ~couple of
weoks hofnre Christimas, he
contacted the U S, Depgrt-
ment of Justice in Washinz-
ton, z'nc attornev for Mrs.
M. L«”'“f‘r Wing, a nd
then (JO" Old1 AHa ' 10

um&l“ said nogou
on the crm'luﬁzm:
acinal pl 4 not
until Feh,

therod by 3
r i VA t e cuve
the work

h ave

pv tihe m:‘{"se wWas voox dno
that Rav was ne tola of
the resuity, Fenste

;:uc’-m(*u ol g Sidl-

VL’ 'I(\i t‘l?t t”e

tinued to
Hays wa'
first lawyer,

Stanton.
“HMow would vou evaluate

.

the repovts by Mr. Hays?”
asked H h_vm.c.

“Inss than reliable,” an-
swered Stanton. “We spent a
orcat deal of time checking
out meaterial, He distorted
scme facts.”

Staron testified that Havs
beiieved the fz:ta? shiat was
fired from the rcl\mrd of
the rooming house. “He took
a little fact and dlqtmled it
to make it it o puzzle he
was investicaung,” said
Stanton.

Haynes then asked Stanton
if Haye had shot some goats
with a 30.66 rifle similar
the racrder weapon, Stanton
replied, I hewd about it.
He had the theory that the
bhope atructure of goats was
the sume as (n,;-u of) peo-

HPR 1 i eereieaia
ple.
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Stanton cn'd aftar shooting
the anim s, fiays “froze the
anats.” He <ud that Hays,
who had received paschm-
ric treatment, was later ar-
rested dt..intz 2 dispute with
Russel X Thompson. a
Memphis atiorney hired by
Hanes 10 aid in the case,

Staston also testified that
he never ardered any ballis-
tics tcs(s on the ritle bearing
Ray’s fingerprints and
1ec0vereu near the slaying
scene.

o "m‘v the ballistics re-
port frem the R was very
favorﬁiv‘ to Jamos FEarl
Ray,” he explained. “Trere
Was no “(\”u to gilding the
Lly.”” The I'R1 report could
not deflinitelv state that the
shot which killed King was
fired from the rifie.

Stanlen said the palm
print fauad on the rooming
house bathreom was “not
rond e“':ugzh 10 have identi-

""ity of the
iton said, 1
ong I" ad we didn't ke
muL‘l cotense, We ware i
mr’ 1o ‘uics 10 suprort any
ULALH‘&

“How did veu conclude
you dida’t have much de-
fense?” asked Fensterwaid.,

“Tiound it a littie bit hard
io explain how that finger-
print (of Ray's) got on the
rifie,” said Stantor

“It wae his zun,”” answer-
ed Fensterwald, “He bougit
it.”

“Yeoh,” zaid Stantoa.
found it hard o e\v':un
preserce in Memphis at
time, 100.”

Cross - examined by
Ha\ nes, Stanton was ax}\pd

“Based on vour expcrience
in Shelby County with j!.n'ics
and the (case's) entire

record and vour expert judg-
ment, was the recoramenda-
tion of the guiity plea and 99
years a *oammbie reconi-
mendation?’

Stanten answered, *“7 thirk
it was. I think there was a
high probabiity a jury
wouid have eiven him the
death penaltv,

1 peialt
CEARSHE

. st
‘\)Ef\!:-xv

SJ .
CJ
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(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)

ae LT

i SN ,
—EL L - _1;_ O 3 { o e,

Loy f D ;
ot AL Jé;. L ‘C/J

Ry MICHAEL ”L,A‘{ asked: “What didn’t you toll them
and JAMES SGLE (Hares and Foreman)?"
James Farl Ra}' g :d vesterday Early in his testiwony,

: have known he SKe out a letier which ai (Indicate page, name of
“yasn't guilty when he ¢ 3 d (o uth !Irl’m Q. IZzs newspaper, city and state.)
the murder of Dro Mi:tin Luther King 18%.) shoptly afier his coniess
Ir. & e the stats penilenidary at

Ray said he had tcid kis t attor- L
ney, Arthur Flanes, that he did not nay s adread — PAGE [/
murder King and thet he “asst xrmd” 'PCTS 200U 4 Poes “LSU
Hevston aitorney P ercy Foreiman knew on of Gng slaing, and told
hew ?n"ﬁ AR | Voo )uh 5 W d oo he A to tako
ated @ guilty pic : . ) “” ény Senate hearinzs, in he —— COLIIRCIAL APPZAT,

* During direct exar . tex*, Ray said: TS0
: o shoat Dr. King,

Ray's currert «: lamos H. i
Lesar, the follov oxoringe ool Iy respons bl for Jusocad PHIS, TZER
place: ‘ '1.11'9 yth;m er 2l his letter was not BT Ll
Q — DId Arinur Panes ever ach vou further adinission 2
if vou wore s wrdar of Dr. SN conld e Livolve
: o net have zny d.w {

Ay By 4
2 April 4 iy v
PO S gL L1 didn't have no

lmm i noy

YWhen the letter was written,
Vil i vou e reau’y 1ad 'me‘j his ]
YU w VOU & X J . PRrIPOR 1 - Y i N T s

A—Hle never axiod me directly but ComEE e ! j been cocs
soMetie in 1‘\0 LTt of Feoruary oL M wing g
(1669) he ostod tie 6o o o r\”\-_ placed Hanes (whom
thing that had haorened, T rom Nov. 18, 1868,
the time 1 escaped vt Misssari
State Peunitentiary until [ was arre i
in London. .. 1 jus ¢ . "
from that that Twasn't & ¢ particu- Lok et aon '
[ASH o vaadl Bt ardil N T \ n . . Dates: /
lar erea at the fime (of the slaving), ‘ n was m it, but 1 gave it 4

and that T wasa't quilin.” ’ Judiciary Commitiee Edition:

In his C\;(A" v lrrarine hafove U Author:

L ] ~ R v

S. Dist. Judge Rubert I AIeR . Editer:  GORDON HANXN
Ray is askir Ag t’\"7 Le i')é‘ ayed L
withdraw pis guilty pira stand trial
for the =11 llJ" ‘w <'T i :

YL Lreman ever ask

Title:

Ordex' o pres@r\'o.t}p ~alue of jirer Character:
ary contracts stemniing it

The izsues  surrousdy K )
voivement in the Kin mnrder wer ’ Classtfication:
clouded by a ruling im0 by McRao Submitiing Office:
late vesterday. Under riling, atto:
nexs for the staje are nor being ailowed [J Being investigated
to guestion R:m abour anvrhing which '
he ha¢ not discussed with Hanes and
Foremun,

or

SEARCHED _— — INDERED...
BIrRae’s rulivg {2ilowed obiections / P2y

registered by R, U »"“r'.vJ. wihen

Asst State AUy, Genn nenry 3aile

Original and 1 cc fwd. Bureau, 11/11/74. (JAP)
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, e T

has no influence _over anything like
‘?.d not kil

12t he knecw who

i uf § the Woy I memesr it, but

](‘1 tma,”

on I»:arm. l.', : :
w write 1,(‘L‘~'}-‘mri arh

A moz of ~‘1 contrect showed the
mags zine deal was «,«d.im 2d on
:w, s pleading muilty “during the week
s+ March 107 )
in his questioning, Lesar <‘c:;ten<;'»:d
;“e contract ¢ ifuladcn shows that the
contract “‘obviousiytavas drawn up be-

fore Ruy pleaded-puilty on March 9.
The claim would support Ray’s conten-
tion that Fureman held a personal
stake in the 'jni“‘v nlea

l"ﬂ?,il’l .: ;

dey of

mea why 1 shou c’ )

tejling him why I h t,
RR Sald Ln ?rg‘ MEnIs

Iy a ftu Fereman broug

describing the atton: w

case.

In the letter, Foroman said ke had

spem several weeks reviewing the na-
ture of the case” and jury sentiment in
Shr‘by County,

The letter said: “In my opinion there
is a Htm more than a §§ per cent
chance of your.receivilz & deatn penal-

ty vercict if rour.ca

Furihermore, ‘herc is a 150 per cent
chance of a guiity vorgicr.”

Asked to “elaborate” opn i e letter,
Ray testified. “T %3d ¥4 of mixed
fee‘lgngs atout it T hink it veas Kind of
& biitz on his (Foremas's) rar,”

.A few davs later, Rav czid, he com-
piled a “SL of rcasons wiy he felt he
should; o"- g ¢
only ts

“7 tOxu I’Im I thourht h P press could
not influence ovenrko I do 1t be-
ieve evervindy belicves whot ha prads
ur sees on the tubo.” And, he suid he

“thought we could p ove mat I'm not
an accurate sheote

2 thiose and other
protests ;;xilcd :

goes to trial.

g P ENES Y o

.w..é..m.\a;.n.c‘_ A A &

plead puilty against_his will, “I didn't
want to drag the case out any longer,
because my health was deteriorating to
a certain extent.

“And 1 imw so'if 1 {ired Mr. Fore-
man (to avo ing guilty) ... it
woutd La} anotizer six to eight

nionths,”

Yven then, he ciaimed, “It was my
understanding that thev were going to
enter a technical plea of ¢
e ont of town.” He s2id he thot ¥
and Forcman “would go our own sep
rate ways™ aftzr the plea, and,
could ger another counsel and open the
case back vp on exculpatory evidence
(evidence mr“mfm" ‘nnccence).”

Urr‘nr cro i by Haile,
ke told & .mtomeys

o the

Among tie ciements:

@ That he bough* a 30.05 rifle in At-
lanta shortly h ore t‘m King siaying,
but with “another party’s meney.”

€ That he vas in the Seima, Ala.,
area the same time as King, but “may
have got ¢off o the wrong road” on his
way from New (rieans to Atlanta.

® That a citv map found in an Atlan-
ta apartment he rented did have mark-
ings on i, but that the concention by
the prosecution is “fictitious” that
King’s house and church were circled.

% That o theduy of the assassina-

e rented the room at 42215 ¢ outh

Main where the state claims the fatal
shots were '

© That his f1”€1pr nis may hawa

Leen on the 30.05 rifle the state ident!-

fied 2s the murder wezpon, but that

there ““is some question how they wera
still on there” when the rifle was re-

covered,
The identity of the “‘other party”
Rav claimi: he dealt with in the pur-
', was not disciosed in

ove Opmmtl the Ray
. enreme Court vosters
Tennessee’s efforts to
black the production of evidince that

case, t‘m U.
day I‘OJOC[P

McRae Z s ordered info court for the
evidenticry iieal fing
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P-350 Gaev, 7-10-53)

(Mnvnt Clinning in Saeen BL, )

viuwsedte paqge, name of

By newspaper, city and state,)

_ Press-Scimiiar Staff Writors
James Earl Ray said on
the witness stand today
there wezie “‘ofher consn
tors” in the Martin [ uiher
Hing killine but he said 1
was never associzied with
more than persain.”’
; ne up when
. State Aty Gen, Henry
continued his cress
ion of Rav.
aeited R

(Ray's last jawy wiho
pleaded hi: i

about niy dciipt
rell kim details
peopie’s  actions,
answered.

Ray said when Frreman
first came on the ca<e on
Nov. 12, 1553, “T would havoe Date:
gi\:'ien ’him all of the names Edition:

“and addresses (of others) if ARLILS
he would have agkc?g.:‘ o potnor: CHAZLES

Rav said, however, that by Editor: SCHRE.
the time Foreman oot Title:
around (o asking kim  for
nanies of others who piont
be involvad in the Anril 4
1863, staying, vas :
directly invelved with Huie
(Witliam Bradiord Huie, the o

) Classification:

-

Character:

RH DO

Submitting Office:

‘ ! Being Investigated

Orig. and T éc fwd. Bureau, 11/11/74. (JAP) Sf“f’“’iﬁ?i

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Alabama anthor of “tle Slew
the Dreamer”) than Hanes
was.”’ e

Ray was referring to his
first lawver. Arthur Hanes
Sr.of Birmmgham, who lirs:
instituted the hook contract
with Hule and wiem Ray
fired in favor of I'oreman.

Haile asked Rayv: “Did
veu give hint (Foreman)
anv names and adaresses?”’

NGl 2l sald Ray, later
adding: "1 didn't have any
addresses but fave him tele-
phone numbers,

£ ‘I ow many?”  asked

said Ray, “I

"think I gave him ope.”
Under Haile's guostioning,
Rey said that fer wwo or
three nu.mm Hule kept
pressuring’”’ nim “for
“names of co-conspiraters.”

“

‘73id vou hove c'x"'a nangs
of the co-cons
asked Haile.
Ihc ca 'u""

‘conspirato,s’ ‘conspir-

acv.””
Then Rav said, “I had a
. couple of phone numbers.
When pressed b Haile,
Ray said, I was aever as-

sociated with more than one
person.” . . .. ..

Haile then ash=d Ray why
ke advised his breiher, Jor-
1y Ray, not to t ake awy mon-
ey from Huie, J
titied, last we!
orfered him ¢
Ray said that
him to get James E
to take the swines
Hute said it J:
stand it would rui
of the forthcominz Look on
the slaying, Jciry Rav said.

! thou”ht it wonid Iﬂ itl-
advised . ., bad toste,” said
Ray of the olic: 07 money to
his brother. = cmmerem

“What? To profit from Dr.
King’s murder?” asked
Haile. wrmTTT

“Yes,” said Tay, “Not to
ke seli-righteous, bL. as long
as 1 was con those charges,
I thought it would be bad
laste o gol any money.”

Then Rav said he did not
think For n had such
“scruples,” adding: “‘Tore-
mar's philosophy was to zet
all you can cet.”

U.S. District Judee Rob-
ert M. McRae ruled then that
attornevs could not jeopar-
dise Ray's Fiith Amend-
ment rights — “'_Q"H provide
thet a perscrdscs not have
{0 SIl\“' 3 nee against

m %6 T*rv

: about
amfm Cich qud noi
to! d atiorne; >fore his
fnU Y 1»1‘ Ga o Narch 10,

every u\)\ly

ara of it is

an e 1o WatihRer aroang

there , :

the issue ' this
id Judze McRae

} ven thoueh 1 1“110\6 he

i that he

r. Kine”

L “this is

triai, but a

habeas cmp,« proceeding.

It is not a rewial or an ap-

peal from state court juids-

diction, but ruther a pro-

ceeding to determine wheth-

er ¢r not iir. Rav's federa!

constitutional rights were vi--
" olated.”

Judge MeRac told the spec-
tators: “We have two cen-
tral issues here 10 determine
if Mr. Ray's Sixth Amend-
ment righis to attorney were
violated and whether or not
his Tiflth Amendment rights
to due process . | . not being
cocrced or prompted into in-
voluntarily pleading guilty,

©were vielated.” :

Ray’s attornevs then rested
iheir casc. The stiie was to
start puliing on its proof
later today. Haile said He
had subpoenacd 15 wimesses
and  that bocause of  the
lmgdx of the state’s case, he
did not holieve the hieaving
would be concluded b“loxe

a.xy next week, oo
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During hLise2sz, Ray has
portia \crl himseif as an er-
rand Loy for a mvstericus
person who manzuvered him
into the area where Dr. King
was killed.

Ray testified vesterday
that he had evewitnesses
who could pinpoint his
whereaouvts shortly before
the assassination.

Ray admitted that he did
not tell Hanes about the wit-
nesses. “What Mr. Hanes
wanted to find out was
wnere [ was at 10 or 6
(p.m.),” said Ray.

“I was concerned if the
FBI found cut about the wit-
nesses helpiul to me, they
{the wiinesses) \'umd be
subject to harassment. I left
this part out.”

Ray said he was hesitant
to discuss some deils
of his case with Hanes
because the atforney was
a close friend of Huie, and
Ray caid he suspecred Huie
of passing informaticn to the
FBI and the prcsef:u::c-n

Questicned oo
movements the da 'of
slaving, Ray hinted at
conspiracy thecry for
first time. Ray tectificd tha
he was foljowing the f‘mels
of “annther persou” bHut did
not identify him.

Haile led Ray through a
series of questions concern-
ing the informatinn {urnish-
ed to Hanes, former mayar
of Birmingham, and
inconsistencies in Ray’s
testimony.

When  asked f he told
Hanes “‘the whole truth,”
Ray answered, “I told Hanes
the truth on evervihing ex-
cept what I left out.”

Ray said he told Hanes
that he had bought the gun
later identified as the mur-
der weanon, had undergene
plastic surgery on his nose,
and ownaed the car ‘later
found in Atlanta.

During the qiestioning,
Ray rotraced his travels,
which led from: Chicaco to
Montreal, Birmingham,
Mexicn, Los Angeles, New
Orleans and then (o

Memphis.

“Did vou tell him (!
ye u were in the drup
gling busn‘ﬂcs Y
Haile, o

lanes)
smug-

asked

l




“I told him 1
been,” said "Ray. 1
certain mvself.” »

“You told him vou were
smuggling something across
the horder — vou weren't
importing  wheat, were
you?"" asked Hatle,

“I didn’t wank oz,
Rav, smiling.

Ray testified that he

the nesze operation (o
for the Merchan Marine.
caid he was afraid the FRI
mignt id i
C:capee
prison if

may have
s )

wasn't

Missouri
he cxd not ‘“‘alter

my appearance.”
Ray said he cro
1.0s Angeles to \T("'.,

m March, 1u.:
')3;"\' " Howe e

red the pO*s n had gone

ca
o3 *mngham.

],mvinc, e Birmincham,
Ray said he neca icst in
Selma, Ala. “That inst r?::
PENs to be the sams dav
RKing was therey
Haile

“I Gida't &n 7»';( :
ahout that, " gnmes

After reet
pariy.” Rax
to A!zn‘n?? whera
2 10om. He deniod
cers di\m ‘ered a
the I'“C:muwr of King's “n'zs;ﬁ;
and church circled.

Ray admitied
b*w’m the riffe in w2 *'mn"-
ham, put 3":1\11 “I:c!d him
H:m:<) I e oun

bur

"’6\' ]

nc&er did examine tn‘, weap-
\1 O e

“Did Mr. Hanes over ask
vou how vour finzerprints
got on the rifie?” asked
Haila.

“There was not too
guestion why they
there” answered Rav. i
purchased it. There was
sorne  question why  they
were stilt onlje)” .

“How come it was {ound
down there (near the slaying

mech
were on

‘n 10!1[ ol

scene)?” as‘n'.fed mHui]e.

“I den’t l now,” said Ray.
Ray sa d he x("’”’u a room
for dvxcus-
“other
rat he
ol binocuiars
on orcers of the other Derson

in Memphis.

Haile asked. “Dig. Mr.
Hanes a <! 3, how  the
hinoenlars ; to be found
v Main and

I had anv
when we star “3ino 0\6‘1
the hypotheses,” said Ray.
“Did you 19'] him the ‘ruth
— an hvpothesis {5 ne
necessarily the wuth?” sa'd
Haile.
“1 sup ;pose if 1 rold him 1
didn’t ucv“ (e gun) down
there, he wonld v o figure

Ouf whn

: )“\“F

fav stu-
volunteered to
; the sleving,

In the Iletter, Foreman
said he “would velcome all
the belp 1 can get” but
dded that nr fe2 o7 contract
had been apreed to by Ray.
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