répresent‘me,” Ray mused, “and I

V figure that would have been good for .

1

at least 50 years.’ %
Firing attorney Author Hanegan

his son, from Birmingham, was

mistake, Ray said he now feels, -

“I believe (with Hanes) I migh:

have been able to go to trial and
worst, end up with a hung jury,’
said, reflecting on the decisi
made a few days before he W
have gone to trial. &
The younger Hanes since hag'$aj
he and his father strongly beliey
gxey could have won a not guiltyt¥eé
ict. )

The Hanes legal team was dis-

missed from the case because Ra
questioned their financial ties wit
author William Bradford Huie. Jerﬁy
Ray has said his brother felt the
Huie-Hanes arrangement was not in
the best interest of his defense. _

RAY SAID Foreman went farther
than was expected in the guilty plea,
especially in the area of ruling out the
possibility he had acted in associa-
tion with others.

He said if he had been asked point
blank, “Did you shoot and kill Dr.
Martin Luther King?’’ the plea would
have been not gui Eiy

~ However, he said if the question
" involved conspiracy, ‘I legally
- would have had to plead guilty.”

Ray said he does not like the term
conspiracy ‘“‘when it involves just
two people,” and would rather use
the word “‘collusion.”

But the inmate declined to go -
4 chd that King would be there

i the case, and gaid he would rather &
confine any remarks to what he |

~ deeplyintothe ““collusion’ aspects of

HE BRIEFLY discussed a pérson

called “Rouel” who, he said,. he |.
cannot identify because that hame |

was an alias and he said he doks not
know the man’s real name.

“Could this man have shot King, if
you didn’t?”’ Ray was asked.

“I don’t know, but I’ guess itfs'

possible,” he said. “‘But I couldn’t
testify to that and would rather not
speculate.”

He said his ons for being in
Memphis that day wete not le,
%ges, but that King’s visit had o?
“ihg to do with the purpose

& said he maK have heailih
r¥as in Memphis at the ti

s of no interest to hig

fledge of this did not regiSte

“his memory. o

o #dfftthe ‘‘collusion” aspects

aMsociation with “Rouel” resifiiiien

e killing, e indicated it
offshoot of actions by one df"
_persons involved.

-

gp- RAY INDICATED he was t

onnection with a smuggling
‘tion which may have involved drug
jewelry or counterfeit monéy!
said he was simply a courier ajdpf
had contact with one m3
“Rouel.” . :
-He said he had been involyed §

smuggling across the borde

and the U.S. and Mexico.

“We’d put the packages"\ in

tires and just drive across e >
border,” he said. ““If you slipped the

(border) agents a dollar or two,
they’d let you go right on through.

“If you gave them a lot more
money, though, they’d become sus-
picious.” ' , ,

Hesaid hehad drivenfrom Atlanta
to Memphis as part of this operation
and said he did not know King would
be in Memphis when he (Ray) left
Atlanta.

1IN FACT, he said, it had not been
Wkt time — when he left Atlan-

ge said he was innohurry, took his
&m travelin% and that records
he spent the night: of April 2
ke, days before King was Kkilled),
p3, at a motel or hotel in DeSota
ty, Miss., and the night of April 3

fe ‘“‘New Rebel Motel” in Mem-

iy said he had been inside a

arding house, from which police

Y=f§3id the fatdal shot \gasa fire(z, Af‘our or
ive times during the day o Pm_«,t' ,
and had been there last for™"about 20

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

tween Canada and the United State k. »

.. minutes’’ sometime petween the

t's of 3:30 and 5 p.m., dbou
or more before the fatal shot

tred. ,

‘said he last had gone to the
, gmg house on an errand, but did
UL%ay what the errand was. _
Later he said he departed for New

8. wsfibleans, and was not alarmed when
) ‘ rd.on the radio that King had

GReRikilled. ]
- HE DID BECOME alarmed, Ray"

tcing for a white Mustang, the

id ggi when he heard that police were

“33% ¥¥hie type car he said he was driv-

ing." : -
i H‘gl decided to go to Atlanta then,
astliifead of New Orleans,” Ray said.
tnew (because of his escape from
fison in-Missouri and other illegal
Ctyities) 1 was in trouble if they

" [Astopped that car and I was in it.

it didn’t matter if King had been
ofgor not. I couldn’t atford to be
& said he indeed had purchased
€ murder weapon identified by
s golice, but had seen it last a day or
" two before the shooting. .-
%ce

He said he was not certain




getially wanted him for the King
murder until they began mentionin
the name Eric S. Galt, an alias use
by Ray at the time.

RAY ADDED that he did not leave
personal possessions and the weapon
outside the boarding house, does not

know who did and that he had left

them at a room in Mempbhis because
“I had intended to return there.”

Hesaid he may have been ““set up”’

to take blame for the shooting, but
wouldn’t say he thought it was delib-

. erate. :
The 46-year-old inmate, looking

well with about 165. pounds on his

5-foot-11 frame, said he returned to -
Atlanta and picked up some cleaning

“about April 5 or 6. . .not April 1, as
the FBI says,” and began his flight,
“which ended with his arrest June 5,
1968, in England. He said he left the
United States sometime in May.
Ray said between April 23, 1967,
when he escaped prison in Missouri
andthe time he was captured, he had
come into the pessession of about
$9,500, and had $200 with him when
taken into custody. :
He said authorities in America,
because of extradition agreements,
only could try him for murder in the

King case. Also, he said, there was a

fugitive warrant from Missouri
which officials there backed away
from because of the murder case.

—— .
IF HE WINS a new trial (a Court of

Appeals plea is pending) and is ac-
quitted, there is the possibility offi-
cials would have to return him to

- England, he said he believes, but is

not absolutely certain.

Concerning the pending appeal:
“IfI present my case well, I'll win;
if Idon’ precent my case well, I'll lose

" .. .it’s as simple as that,” he said.

Ray againsaid he wants totake the

- stand and ‘“‘tell what I did, not what

someone else did,” and if he loses in
criminal courts he may turn to civil
courts for a forum. :

He challenged some evidence he
said police had against him.

“I understand there are reports
police said they found some full beer
cans with my prints on them. I don’t
even drink beer.” '

'He also said he had never seen Dr..

King, and, concerning a witness who
glaced him inside the boarding

ouse, running down a hall, after the
shooting, ‘I never saw him except
for a couple of pictures.”

And he feels photos sHowing him
being placed in jail at Memphis,
securely restrained and bowing
somewhat in a bulletproof vest, were
harmful to his case and were taken
and released for that purpose.

Ray spends most of his time ‘‘se-
regated’’ inside the prison, he said,
ut.doesn’t have the appearance of a

beaten man. :

He’s constantly busy studying law,
pushing ahead with work designed to

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

JAMES EARL RAY
Firing Hanes Was Mistake

winhim anew trial, and wondering if
someday police might be taking him
back to the airport in Memphis for a
return flight to England. e,
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R“)‘r Gains Freedom —
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From Lockup Cell

NASHVILLE Aug. 15. — (UPI) -
James Earl Ray, serving a 99-year prison

term for the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther.
King Jr., was released from his maxtmum _

security prison cell Friday. . :

It was Ray’s first taste of limited free—
dom in more than three years.-He was
placed in maximum security when he was
transferred here during the closing of

Brushy Mountam State Prison in July,‘

1972, ity

Warden Robert Morford sald ‘the 47-
year-old inmate was reléased from his'
“lockup cell” after meeting with the

Review Board.

“All of the menin the maximum securi- -

ty unit meet with a review board once a
month,” Morford said. “This was his.time
and the board recommended his release.
That recommendation came to me for re-
view and I agree with it-and approved the
transfer.”

Asked if there were any fear for Ray’s
safety, Morford said the fact that the re-

lease was approved showed there was

none.

Ray has been engaged in a lengthy legal
‘battle to win a full trial on the charge that
he fired the shot that killed King on the
balgony of aMemphis motel in 1968. After

fleeing to Europe, Ray was captured in
N\

London and later pleaded ‘guilty m the
case.

He now contends he was coerced into
the plea and is entitled to a full trial. He
lost his bid for a full trial and his appeal
is pending before "the U.S. 6th Circuit
Court of Appeals. .

In a related development, Atlanta Public
Safety Commissioner A. Reginald Eaves

asked the U.S. Justice- Department to re-'

open the King casé. Hesaid a'month-long

probe. by Atlanta authorities’ left many

questions about'the killing unanswered.

The Atlanta investigation was launched
after a convicted lieroin smuggler gave
authorities a lengthy statement touching
on the slaymg, mcludmg allegatlons about
aconspiracy..

Morford said Ray will méet with the job
assignment board next week before. bemg
putona work detail,

He said there were no indications that
Ray would be in any danger while min-
gling with the other inmates. “If we were
fearful for his safety we would not be

. releasing him from the maximum securxty~

section,” Morford said.

Ray used his prolonged stay in maxi-
mum security as the basis for one of his
frequent appeals and petitions for release
from prison. He said in one action that the
extended period in maximum security was
causing his mental and physical health to
deteriorate.

. Ray will be housed with another inmate
in atwassmen cell. Morford said Rax§ cell-

‘mate was also white.

s
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Judge Denies CBS Petition—

-

To Examine Ray Evidence

Criminal Court Judge William Williams
yesterday denied the petition of CBS,
Inc., to microscopically examine ballistics
evidence from the James Earl Ray case.

Williams denicd the petition becausc
Ray's appeal for a new trial is pending
before the U, 5. Sixth Circuit Court of
Appeals in Cincinnati. Ray is appealing U.
S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae Jr.’s Feb.
27 ruling denying him a new trial.

Wiiliams indicated he would® be willing
to allow CBS access to the material when
the appeal is complete.

“It is not a public record . .. but it is
property subject to conditions and at the
proper time forensic tests may be per-
formed,” Williams said. “This is not the
time for this petition.”

George Hoover, director of information
services for CBS, said vesterday in New
York after the ruling, "We think we are in

- the right and probably wiil appeal.”

Newton P. Allen, attorney for CBS,
argued during the hearing the evidence is
public information. He said the press does
“have the right to sue for such information
based on a recent U. S. Supreme Court
decision. CBS wants the evidence for a
Nov. 30 documentary.

. .

Williams said he saw no First Amend-
ment question in the petition involving the
public's right to know.

“CBS would assume an adversary posi-
tion and be in a position to dispute the
state or defendant and put their credibil-
ity on the line to the public,” Williams
said. :

CBS is seeking to perform a microscop-
ic and stereoscopic examination of the
bullet that killed Dr. Martin Luther King

a~————-dT., along with test bullets, cartridges and

the rifle found at the scene. Thev also
want to examine the windowsill from the
rooming. house overlooking the Lorraine
Motel.

Attorneys for Ray, along with Atty.
Gen. Hugh Stanton Jr. opposed CBSY’
petition.

Asst. Atty. Gen. Jewett Miller argued
the exhibits in the course of a trial are not
and do not become part of the public
record.

CBS argucd the examination of the evi-
dence was necessary because of a ques-

tion whether the bullet whigh _killed King -

came from the rifle found at the scene. j
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ames Earl Ray hastold a national
wspaper he was a mile away when
r. Martin Luther King was gunned

- down by a sniper in 1968. .

" But earlier this year Tennessee’s
most famous prisoner told The
Nashville Banner he was in Missis-
sippi, some 80 miles inside of Missis-
sippi when the shot “heard around

the world” was fired at Memphis.

: K] .

In an interview published in The
National Star, a weekly, writer Steve
Dunleavy said Ray told him matter-
of-factly: “I personally did not shoot

- Dr. King. I might have been partly
responsible for his death. But then
somm————

the man who made the rifle might
have been responsible in part, too. I

- was a mile from the scene.”

Last April, Ray was interviewed -

by Weldon Grimsley, a Banner re-
porter now employed by the Pensa-
cola News Journal.

Grimsley quoted Ray as telling

- him that he had been at a boarding

house across the street from the
Lorraine Motel, where the civil
rights leader was slain, but that he
had left several hours before the fatal
shooting.

Grimsley said Ray told him during
the lengthy interview that he was en
- e

route to New Orleans when he heard
ﬁpuhils car radio that King had been
illed. .

The apparently inconsistent state-
ments by Ray add furthermystery to
the case in which the defendant,
sentenced to 99 years in prison on a
guilty plea, now claims he was pres-
sured into the plea.

“No, I’'m not lookinf for a lesser
charge,” the National Star quote

. Ray as saying. “I'm looking to be -

found not guilty. I don’t want any
conspiracy charges. I want a not

gulltfy. L
“If I didn’t kill him, then someone

7lay Claim Varies Witharlier Statemefr

else did. But that’s for the prosecu-
tion to find out. I'm not a state
witness and don’t intend to be.
There’s alot more investigatingtodo
into the case, but I'm not going to
help the authorities.

- ““There are people who want to see

the end of me. In" December 1973,
they tried to put me in a lunatic
asylum. They want to keep me quiet,
I embarrass them. :

“If I get my apﬁ al I’ll tell you all

about it then. Yeah, it will shock a lot

of people. Was I a fall guy? I'm not
0

going to answer that — %1 t

going to waste my case on yow.™ -

I
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/Ray-s Lawyer Fights Bid—.
By CBS For Bullet Tests

, "An- attorney for James Earl Ray yester-
day objected to a request by the CBS, Inc,
(€olumbus Broadcastmg System) to
microscopically examine the slug which
killed Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and
- offer ballistics evidence in the case.
N in an answer filed in Criminal Court,
James H. Lesar, one of Ray’s attorneys,
] said CBS should ‘be denjed access to the
evidence because publicity of the evi-
sjdence would violate Ray's rights.

Criminal Court. Judge William H.
Williams set a hearing tomorrow on the
CBS petition.

.Lesar said Ray recognizes the pubhc
imerest in the case, but “notes that in the
past (publicity) has led to efforts to com-
mercialize and sensationalize this case

and that this both violated his (Ray's)"

rights-and denied the public the truth
‘about the assassination of Dr. King.”

j n its petition, CBS said it plans a
. broadcast for Nov. 30 on the assassination

: \of King. It proposes a microscopic and
, ‘steéreoscopic examination and photogra-

tridges, the 30.06 rifle found at the scene
and the windowsill from which the assas-
sin fired.

“There is a question whether the bullet
which killed Dr. King can be demonstrat-
ed to have come from the rifle found at
the scene of the crime,” the petition said.

The petition said there is also a question
whether the rifle found at the scene is the

same rifle that made the markings on the

windowsill. |

Lesar argued that because Ray’s a \peal
of the denial of his petition for wijt of
habeas corpus is pending before the“U.S.
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals at Cincin-
nati, CBS should not have access. to the
information.

But CBS argued it should be allowe
access because Ray is a convicted an
sentenced felon and not an accused per
son awaiting trial.

Lesar also objected to CBS’ obtaining
information which Ray’s attorneys could

‘not obtain for an evidentiary_hgg_r_ngast

phwa-t-hsmurder bullet, test bullets, Ca= Tg].
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hb Ixf‘u\l »"“[
frr black Americ
dcfs ul 'f f""e b\

s Zv luﬁlom
a collizion with 15 rov
Id ,.n I:fm\ er. Thi

N Ru ate mvcw" AOrs are now trying
to determine wh ¢ Haover yeod the
113 ga Laad 7
'}B“'{’B‘* Y oon his vendetta against i
They want to kiow
<rrmmnp and who leaked the SCY ‘frp'AiP':
Lo ilte press. Thev are also searchings for
FBI ezents who participated in the arpual
surveillance of the ¢ivi] rights leauc'“
We we
. that the FBI had tap pped King's-
: oncw We reparied 1} 1t the witeiaps
ad (nmml inforn rtmn ahout hiz gle:
eg.il;uaffcxrs a subj '
i ect that wes none
of the FBI's bumwts -

NOW, MORE THAN seven  yepr
later, we hava dun decper into the vy
for the ans\vers the sepators are S(‘SK!"'" ’

There is bitter di wreement over
wha first suggesied that the FBI cavos.
dron on King. Bur in Cinher,

Hoever obiaired — same 82V ¥anq rwi —a

Memorandum  from then-/ Atty. Gen.

Ralbs. _xgu-ls‘ez.r_n:dy aithorizing the contre-
wiretops,

The official justification was To dster-
nline v\hf"her Kine had any secret Tim
vith the WHURIRTS Bl e only soore
de.m..,, rmn the wirets rcvmkd \.«r"
with women. IHig aynaism angd e age
had made him atlractive to many uc,m;‘n.
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Stut that the JRI collected abort tha
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) ® The FRI buseed hi
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cd Hotel, ¥ i
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& Jh* (Ju fD A raw, unveri-
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ay visit to r:‘ca'v

ihe x.f‘,

" The wem:an
re! at.omhlp was "merely a mm*f‘:- uip.”

6 As part of its continuing surveil
lance, the FBI bugaed Kiup's hotel ﬂnta
in Atlantic City during (he 1944 Dow
cretie-serrentiion. But apparently nothi n”
of significence was picked vp, ™"~

The FBI continved ivs eloctronic sur-
veillance of King, wccording to our
sources, until his death in April, 1963, The
latest secret sex repori we saw was dated
Feb. 20, 1968.

In other words, the
tening to King's most private conversui-
tions for nearly five vears., Yot during ali
this time the FBI piched up 1o evidence
that he had commitied a crime or wag
Lkcly to comnit cne. Hoover's bavs jusg
kept filling up folders with it ""au“f* [t
bits, idle gossip ond vicicas slander about
the great Dr. King, YHis FBI dossier car
only be described, thevofore, as a blacks

azil file.

BI continued lisz-

INDEED, WE CAN prove that FbI
officials tried to ; 3
s shout g v
SGees alse say thist Hoovers

kick, the kate Clvde Tol

lard tietel e oI usty 1o the ‘;vil
u«,‘ﬁ longer's wife, Coretir Kin Q.

Put the Mosinu I' anparently, dida't
work, Wiea's ciese dviord snd 2ssouiste,
Rep. Walter Fauntroy U DO, towd us the
ity aaare of the FBI'w

0

late leader o
strveptdance an
byit.
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4 “CBS Request Gets Challenge by Ra}:\

By TOM JONES

Press-Scimitar Staff Writer
A bill opposing the request of CBS News to conduct
, “scientific examinations” on ballistics evidence gathered

after the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. has been
filed in Criminal Court by James Earl Ray’s attorney.

James H, Lesar, Ray’s Washington, D. C,, attorney,
said in the bill filed yesterday that CBS News “will be
subject to a suit for libel” if the petition for examination
is granted.

CBS asked to examine the evidence in preparation of
a television special on the King assassination. Ray plead-
ed guilty to the slaying in March 1969 and was sentenced
t0 99 years in prison. '

Lesar said interest in the case “has led to efforts to
commercialize and sensationalize this case and that this
both violated his (Ray’s) rights and denied the public the
truth about the assassination of Dr. King.”

Lesar said the federal motion by Ray for an eviden-
tiary hearing “overwhelming demonstrated Ray has
never been lawfully convicted of killing Dr. King.”

The answer added: “Ray asserts that both the publit—CRS’ petition.

interest and his own interest require his being given a
trial.”
He argued that an examination by CBS of the rifle,
slugs and other ballistics evidence would be used to sup-
port the contention that King was shot by the rifle and
would link Ray to the slaying.
“This is not true,” the answer said. “Ray was not at
the scene of the crime and did not know King was going /
to be shot. It doesn’t matter if the bullet which killed Dr. 9/.95 5
King came from the rifle left on South Main or if it was
fired from the bathroom window. Ray was not there and ** Y ™
he did not and could not shoot Dr. King.” + CHA"LFTS H.
Lesar also attacked the CBS argument that Ray “isa, SCITVTHITER
convicted assassin and does not have the rights of an
accused.” The bill said, “Ray has always contested his
guilt and has been trying for six years to get,a trial.
“CBS has no moral or legal right to assume Ray’s
guilt or refer to him by any designation or description
which implies either guilt or a lawful conviction,” the bill *t*:
said.
udge William Williams has set a hearing Friday on ,, ., 00,
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From Our Press Services

NAIROBI, Kenya — The widow of Mar—
tin Luther King said Thursdab his assassi
nation apparently was caused by a gov-
ernment conspiracy, and that investiga-
tions into his slaymg should be I'COpC'led

“I don't have the facts but at this stage
I say it appears there was a conspiracy in
the death cf my husband” Coretta Scott
King said.

“The way he was documented and fcl-
lowed around by Hoover and the CIA
when he was abroad, it would have to
have been attached to the forces of our
government that felt he was a threat to
the system as it existed.”

She referred to the U.S. Central Intelli-
gence Agency and to the late Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation chief,.J. Edgar
Hoover. — .

"~ Mrs. King, on a threz-pation African
tour, arrived in Nairobi Wednesday. She
was interviewed before a rpeenng with
Kenyan women leaders arranged by the
U.S. mformatlon Service. :

LN

Mrs. King comraented on the.review
ordered by Atty. Gen. Edward Levi of the
FBIinve ~tigation of King's shooting death
.in 1968. James Earl Ray pleaded guilty to
the killing in Memphis, and was sentenced
to 99 years in prison.

“I am very encouraged by this. I do feel
with the recent investigations into the FBI
and CIA we have new evidence, confirm-
ed evidence;” she said.

“I fe2] it requires further investigation
inte the death ¢f my husband. as well as
the assassinations of others :rom the
Kennedys on.

e 2

“] think there are grounds for reopen-
ing the case. I have alwavs feit there was
rore to it than came out. I also felt some-
how in the long run of history it would be
revealed — just what did happen.”

Mrs. King toid the Kenyanr women
Hoover tried to discredit her husband by
alleging he stole some money, sought self-
glorification and was sexually immoral.

The last accusation was “an effort to

get me upset and tum me against him,”

she said. "I was never affected, because 1
knew his moral commitments,

“From the grave ihe truth has risen,”
Mrs. King added. “High officials now
know it was Hoover and not Martin Lu-
ther King who was immoral and unjust.”
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A1 .the same timeé in the Uaited States,
four well-known civil rights leaders called
on President Ford to reopen the investiga-
tion of the King assassination.

In Chicago, Rev. Jesse Jackson, head of
Operation PUSH (People United to Save
"Humanity), called for a new trial for Ray
and a congressional or Warren
Commission-type investigation into the
assassination.

“We are urging the Congress to launch
a full-scale investigation into Dr. King's
assassination. There are enough public
doubts, unanswered questions and circum-
stantial evidence to merit such an investi-
gation by the Church committee in the
Senate and the Pike committee in the

House. TR

. “We want James Earl Ray back in court
to stand trial. . . as he himself wants.

“Or we want a Warren Commission-type
investigation of Dr. King's assassination

held nubliclv for all the world to see.”

In Washington, Rev. Ralph Abernathy,
Dick Gregory and Georgia state legislator
Hosea Wiliiams led a small group in pick-
eting the White House after sending Ford
a telegram calling for a new investigation
into the King death. '

They said two witnesses, both currently
jailed on.other matters, could provide evi-
dence that King was killed as the result of
a conspiracy and not by Ray’s acting
alone. i :

The three black leaders said any inves-
tigation should include evidence from
Robert Byron Watson, who allegedly over-
heard a plot to assassinate King, and C. H.
Andrews, also known as R. L. Warren,
who is willing to testify to his alleged part
in the plot against King if he were grant-
ed immunity from prosecution.

Watson is in federal prison at Ashland,
Ky., on traffic violation convictions, and
Andrews is in the Mimico Correctional
Institute in Toronto.

The trig.gave no details ofi-thetesti-
mony either Andrews or Watson . could

~gft'er. : : -
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FBI King File To Be Checked

By MORRIS CUNNINGHAM

From The Commercial Appeat
washmgron Burcau

WASHINGTON — The Justice Depart-
ment's review of the FRI investigation
into the assassinaticn of Martin Luther
King initially wiil be limited to checking
the conterts of “four drawers in a h’mg

cabinet,” and will not necessitate a return
of investlgators to Memphis.

John Wilson, a spokesman for the Jus-
tice Department, said Atty, Gen. Edward
Levi has ordered a review of the FRI's
investigaiory work into the assassination
— and not into the assassination itself —

- to deterimine *'t nc suft*uency of the origi-
nal .nvectxgafwn

The review was ordered in light of re-
cent Senate Intelligenca Committee dis-
closures that the laie J. Edgar Hoover, the
FBI director who led the King investiga-
tivu, consiaercd e vl Tigius leaver
“dangercus” and was a party to various

*xasvmnnts directed at hmg b2 fuIC he

was fatally wounded on a Memrh s motel-f

baicony April 4, 1958.

At a news conference Wednesday night,
President Ford said he abhors harassment
of King and an effort should be made to
bring to justice those responsible. He said
he would consult with Levi on the matter.

The records to be reviewed, Wilson
'said, “fill four drawers in a filing cabi-
net,” appareatly containing paperwork

and agent reports_on theu‘ mvemgatory ’

work.

Asst. Attys. Gen. J. Stanley Pottinger
and Richard L. Thornburgh will review
the files and determine whether the imv
tigation, for any reason, should u.
reopened.

Wilson noted that Levi, Pottingsr and
Thornburgh all have joined the Justice
Department since the King siaying.

The Serate hearing disclosures have lad
to some voicing concern that the FBT's
preconceived notions may have led to
shortcomings, and possibly to cover-ups,
during the investigation,

* The disclosures include reports the FBI
bugged King's hotel rooms and sent'tapes
to his wife, and, at onc time, sent iim a
letter hinting he should commit suicide.
Hoover, testimony indicated, believed
King to be “dangerous” and agents should
ac% m&hs e.fuctwcnea., e
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- Lgyi grdered Pottinger, assistant-gttor-
ney general in charge of civil rights, and
Thornburgh, assistant attornev general in
charge of the criminal division, “to review
the file and to recommend 10 me whether
the investigation should be reopened.”

Levi's action “is not in itself a reopen-
ing of the matter,” Wilson said. “He has
no indication that the original investiga-
tion was anything less than thorcugh.”

The FBI, which threw heavy resources
into the investigation of King’s murder,
-early -identified hic probable killer as
‘James Eart Ray and traced Ray to Lop.
don, where he was apprehendsd,

: LS.

Ray was extradited, returned to Mem.
phis and tried for murder ip Shelby Coun-
ty Criminal Court. He pleaded guilty and
was sentenced to 99 years in state prison.
Ray’s recent petition for 2 new trial was
denied.

Wilsor said there are no plans at this
time for any field investigation that might
result in FBI agents once again stugvip
the scene of the slaying in Memphis,
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Mrs. King Askg—>
For New Prohe

NAIRCBI, Kenya, — {AP) -~ Corerta
King, widow of siain ci 1 rights leader
Martin Luther Kiug, has cailed for z re-
onening of the imvatigaiun of ber pus-
band's assassination, whirh she says was
apparently the resulr of g government
conspiracy.

“I don't have the facts but at tiis stage
I'say it 2ppears there was a COnspiracy ii
the dea:h of my lusband,” she said in an
interview Thursday.

Mrs. King, who i< in Nairohi on a three-
nation African tour, commented on the
admissicn by the FBI that it undertook a
harassment carpaign to discredit King,
and a subseguent order oy Atty. Gen. Fd-
ward Levi of a review of the agency’s
investigation of Kung's shooting death in
19588. James Ear! Ray pleaded gnilty o
the Jalling..in Memphis, Tenn., and was
sentenced to 99 years in prisop, S—~~—-q;
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King Assassination Sh

ByD ARMV BAILEY

NE SHUDDERS to think that foreign mur-
der conspiracies and domestic plots have
growr from the central U.S. government with

- the support and sanction of top national

leaders.

In the last 20 vears there have been
shocking events and revelations which have
cut to the raw of the American image. There
were civil rights protests, Vietnam, Cuba,
Watergate, and the political assassinations of

. the Kennedys and King.

NOW A NEW series of revelations is un-
folding. The emerging picture shows that a
lawless group of higi government officials had
a firm grip on the national inteliigence and
law-enforcement machinery.

Hoover’s campaign to discredit Dr. Martin
Luther King is the latest revelation to come fo
the forefront. Hoover apparently walkcd over
every law in the book to carry on his campaign
to destroy King. Available reports show

Hoover as ohsessed with toppling this black

national leader,

During the days of the civil rights move-
ment, the leaders and activists alx\ays feared
government espionage. Rut they were mcre
fearful of misdeeds by local law agencies than
by the federal police in Washington. '

Today's news stories show that the suspi-
cicns of movement activists were not paranoid
cynicism. The activists’ hunches were right.
There were government conspiracies against

them. )

The big unanswered question is whether .

these government-inspired murder plots were
limited to targets outside the United States.
From what we have learned so far, the CIA
and Hoover were not especially bound by the
restrictions of law or glotal boundaries.

In ihese circumstances it is imperative
that the 1668 assassination of Dr. King be
reanalyzed. The review of the FBI investiga-
tion which was ordered by Atty. Gen. Edward

~ Levi is a partiai step in the right direction.
But it is now time for a new, thorough and

complete investigation of whether King’s death
was the product of a conspiracy.
The federal court has aireadv ruled that

the guilty plea of James Earl Ray to the King -
.murder would not be set aside. Although that

ruling is now on appeal, the appeals courts
have given wide latitude to the trial court find-
ings of district judges.

A renewed investigation of the King assas-
sination need not await the outcome of Ray's
appeal. What an investigation might reveal
could, however, have some later bearing on
Ray’s own case in the same way as the Weter-
gate_investigation turned up mfo[matxon for

Jater coiminal trials,

[
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“~—Asmmote is revealed about whit 7nt on
during the Hoover vears, there is evidence
that Hoover’s superior at the Justice Depart-
ment, Robert Kennedy, knew of at least some
of Hoover's activities. Quite probably so did
President Kennedy. At the very least Hoover’s
excesses were tolerated. o

Memphis has 2 sgecia! interest in getting

~ O S T g S DA TR
te the bottom o the SGlig TIUCGEL. Tae Crlhie

was executed in Memphis and helped drive the
wedge wider between black and white
Memphians.

It is useless to guess at what a new inves-
tigation might reveal. The important thing is
that there is credibie evidence which creates
aii'omeasiness in the public mind,.
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Demo;cr'ats Ufgé
King Death Inquiry

WASHINGTON (UPD)—Democratic Senate and
House leaders Tuesday called for congressional inquiries
inte the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

. Democratic Whip Robert C. Byrd (D-W. Va.) urged
‘the Senate Intelligence Committee to conduct a “thor-
ough review” of the original FBI investigation of King’s
. death. - - . S
*-- Rep. Phillip Burton (D-Calif.} said the House Judici-
‘ary Committee should conduct an investigation because .
-of the “shocking and confirmed” disclosure the FBI had
- attempted to discredit King. Burton is chairman of the
: House Democratic caucus. :
i Afty. Gen. Edward Levi last week ordered a Justice
-Pepartment review cf the FBI investigation whick con-
:$luded James Earl Ray was the lone assassin of King. -
I But Byrd said the Justice Department could not con-
_duct the review alone at a time “when some citizens
- -believe that every government investigation of itself re-
‘sults in a cover-up.” ‘
. In a separate statement, Burton said, “the United
States people have the right to know the ‘extent of the
-involvement of any federal agency in the invasion of Dr.
King's right to privacy, his harassment, as well as the
relevant facts of his assassination.” )
-~ Levi ordered the review after it was revealed the
'FBI conducted illegal wiretaps and harassed and intimi-
dated King and his family before the 1969 assassination
in Mempbhis. :
< Byrd said the implication of Levi’s order was that
the FBI's hostility toward King may have affected the
tboroughness with which the murder was investigated.
- “Indeed, some people have suggesied that James
Earl Ray may have been part of a wider conspiracy in
XYhe death of Dr. King, which the FBI igrored,” Byrd said.
1 L

¢ The assistant Democratic leader added in a Senate

speech “too many questions have been left unanswered
xoncerning the assassination . . .”

X6 ¢ “The citizens of the United States reed to know that |

.15 ®he official resolution of this case was indeed complete,

N Just and thorough,” he added. “The finding of the Select

iSenate Intelligence) Committee could go far to establish

that_degrea of credibility and to restore faith in law

& orcement generally.” o o ———

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

—— PAGE 4

|— COIDMERCTIAL APPEA]

MEMPHIS, TENN

Date: béb- 3' 1475

Edition:
Author:

Editer: MTCTIAT ], GRETIL
Tule:BIURKIN

4998700 643

Character:

or

Classification: (!9‘ -1987 gub C
Submitting Office: MIMPIIS
D Belng Investigated

SEARCHED INDEXED

SER:AWf'w
DEC 4 ":‘7:/7

FBi- hv’i.l.er':'i_A_‘

e




#D-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

{Mount Clipping in Space Bzlow)

%

‘5 : L2V f B
i A V @

WASHINGTON. — {(UPI) —
Democratic Senate and House
leaders today called for congres-
sional inquiries into the assassi-
nation of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.

—_— e e v ——

Democratic Whip Robert C.
Byrd D.-W. Va,, urged the Senate
Intelligence Committee to con-
duct a “thorough review” of the
original FBI investigation of
King’s death.

Rep. Phillip Burton, D-Calif,,
said the House Judiciary Commit-
tee should conduct an investiga-
tion because of the “shocking and
confirmed” disclosure the FBI
had attempted to discredit King.
Burton is chairman of the House
Democratic Caucus.

Atty. Gen. Edward . Levi last
- week ordered a Justice Depart-
ment review of the FBI investiga-
tion which concluded James Farl
Ray was the lone assassin of

ing.

»
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But 3ut Byrd said the Justice De-
partment ‘couid not conduct the
review alone at a time “when
some citizens believe that every
government investigation of itself
results in a cover-up.”

‘Ina separate statement, Burton
sa1d “The Umted States poople
have the right to know the extent
of the involvement of any federal
agency in the invasion of Dr.
King’s right to privacy, his har-
assment, as well as the relevant
facts of his assassination.”

Levi ordered the review after it
was revealed the FBI conducted
illega! wiretaps and harassed and
intimidated King and his family
before the 1968 assassination in
Memphis:

Byrd said the implication of .

Levi’s order was that the FBI’s
hostility towerd King may have
affected the thoroughness with
which the murder was investigat-
ed.

“Indeed, some people have sug-
gested that James Earl Ray may
have been part of a wider con-
spiracy in the death of Dr. King,
which the FBI ignored,” Byrd
said.

The assistant Democratic Lead-
er added in a Senate speech *too

‘many questlons have been left
unanswered concerning the
assassination . . .”

“The citizens of the United
States need to know that the offi-
cial resolution of this case was
indeed complete, just, and thor-
ough,” he added. “The finding of
the select (Senate Intelligence)
committee could go far to estab-
lish that degree of credibility and
to restore faith in law enforce-
ment generally.” (Related story
on FBI probe on Page 2.}———
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/ ]udge Denies CBS Petition
To Examine Ray Evidence

Criminal Court Judge William Williams
yesterday denied the petition of CBS,
Inc., to microscopically examine ballistics
evidence from the James Earl Ray case.

Williams denied the petition because
Ray’s appeal for a new trial is pending
before the U. S. Sixth Circuit Court of
Appeals in Cincinnati. Ray is appealing U.
S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae Jr.'s Feb.
27 ruling denying him a new trial.

~ Williams indicated he would be willing

to allow CBS access to the material when
the appeal is complete.

a—tQ4-ie=not a public record . . . but it is

property subject to conditions and at the
proper time forensic tests may be per-
formed,” Williams sald “This is not the
time for this petition.”

George Hoover, director of mformatxon
services for CBS, said yesterday in New
York after the ruhng, “We think we are in
- the right and probably will appeal.” .

Newton P, Alfen attorney for CBS,
argued during the hearmg the evidence is
public information. He said the press does
have the right to sue for such information
based on a recent U. S. Supreme Court
decision. CBS wants the evidence for a
Nov. 30 documentary.

L.

Williams said he -saw no First Amend-
ment question in the petition involving the
public’s right to know.

“CBS would assume an adversary posi-
tion and be in a position to dispute the
state or defendant and put their credibil-
1tydon the line to the public,” Williams
sai

CBS is seeking to perform a microscop-
ic and stereoscopic examination of the
bullet that killed Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., along with test bulléts, cartet
the rifle found at the scene. They also

want to examine the windowsill from the |

rooming house overlooking the Lorraine
Motel.

Attorneys for Ray, along with 'Atty.
Gen. Hugh Stanton Jr. opposed CBS'
petition.

Asst. Atty. Gen. Jewett Miller argued
the exhibits in the course of a trial are not
and do not become part of the public
record.

CBS argued' the examination -of the evi-
dence was necessary because of a ques-
tion whether the bullet which killed King

came from the rifle found at the sgengu _‘
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FBIl’s Probe ,

In King Case-

Under Fire

By DAN THOMASSON
Scripps-Howard Staff Writer

WASHINGTON.—The Justice Department is
delving deeply into the FBI’s handling of the inves-
tigation of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassina-
tion to determine whether the bureau was involved
in any way in the civil rights leader’s slaying.

A team of attorneys from the department’s
Civil Rights Division, headed by Assistant Attor-
ney General J. Stanley Pottinger, has been poring
through nearly 100 supersensitive FBI files on
King and on his assassination. Until now most of
those files have been so secret that only a few of
the bureau’s top officials have had access to them.

The department’s probe of an FBI investigation .
—rare if not unique in the history of the bureau—
has been prompted ,by.increased public debate
over the thoroughness of the FBI inquiry into
King’s 1968 slaying in Memphis. That debate was
stimulated by new Senate Intelligence Committee Dates J—:q N 131970
disclosures of FBI harrassment of King during the - /
1960s. Ldition: ey e

“We seriously doubt anyone in the bureau was Author: FATL D
involved in the assassination,” a department Editor: SOOIV
source said. “But the FBI's actions against King .
certainly raise questions we want to get Title:
answered.”

The inquiry began in November, shortly after
the Intelligence Committee revealed bureau activi-
ties against King—wiretaps, bugs, personal surveil-
lance and even a letter aimed at convincing him to or
take his own life—were far more extensive than Classification: S

reviously disclosed. ) s MTITDTTTC
g’ The in)\’restigation also comes at a time when at Submitting Office:
least one congressional subcommittee—a Senate [7] Being Investigated
Jugri_cig_rlz_(‘..ommittee panel set up to ouerses.the
FBI—is preparing to conduct its own inquiry into
the King case.

Character:
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«“What ,the department can’t ignOne,—as—we
can't,” said a congressional source, “js whether the
intense harassment of King led someone or some
element in the bureau into something more serious
or tempered the investigation. I have doubts the
department will get very far, because I don’t think
FBI files will show very much . . . unless someone
really was stupid.” :

The department also 4ctively is investigating a
number of other FBI activities including possible
violations of federal civil rights statutes by agents
carrying out a bureau program to disrupt and har-
rass antiwar activists and others during the' late
1960s and early 1970s.

It further is trying to ascertain whether tﬁére
were law violations in the award of bureau con-

tracts, and whether there was any bureau involve-
ment—other than use of imformants—with a mili-
tant, right-wing San Diego, Calif., terrorist group
known as the Secret Army Organization.

The Senate Intelligence Committee is investi-
gating allegations the bureau supplied the group
weapons. FBI Director Clarence E. Kelley denied
flatly Sunday that the bureau did any more than
use an informant in trying to investigate the
organization.

At the same time, the department’s civil rights
and criminal divisions are investigating the CIA’s
actions in the 1971 break-in of a Fairfax City, Va,
photo shop. Former CIA Director Richard Helms
reportedly faces being charted with misdemeanors
for the agency’s participation with Fairfax police
in the break-in. )

Department sources said a decision on prosecu-

k tion of Helms will be made in a week. — .
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Ray-Maintains Innocence —
In Plea for New Trial

By CHARLES DURFEY
Special to The Press-Scimitar
CINCINNATI, Ohio. — James Earl Ray
did not kill Dr. Martin Lurher King Jr.
and for that reason he should be given a
new trial, attorneys for Ray told the U.S.
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals today.
While questioning of James Lesar, one
of Ray’s Wishingten, D.C., attorneys this
morning, members of the three Jjudge-
panel focused on “apparent Jies.” told by
Ray during his orizinal trial.
Judge Anthony J. Celebrezze asked
Lesar if Ray was now contending that he
didn’t shoot King.

Lesar said, “That is correct.”

“Then he lied twice,” said Calebrezze,
citing Ray's guilty piea in Shelby County
Criminal Court and in a document
presented to that court.

Hearing the legal arguments in addition
to Celebrezze were Chief Judee Harry
Phillips and Circuit Judge Wiiliam E.
Miller.

After asking whether Ray ®understood
what he was doing when pleading guilty,”
Celebrezze answered the question himself,
saying “He probably knew more law than
his attorney, he's been in and out of jail so
much.”

Judge Miller was interested in whether
Percy Foreman of Houston, Ray's former
attorney, adequately represented Ray in
the case.

Lesar contended Foreman improperly
advised Ray to plead guilty because Fore-
man did not conduct an independent
investigation of the case and stood to
profit from a bock about Ray.

Lesar asked thz three-judge panel to
overturn Ray’s first degree murder con-
viction and order a trial so the evidence
can be brought out in public.

The hearing today was to review U.S.
Dist. Judge Robert M. McRze's denia! of
the new trial request last February. The
Memphis judge decided after eight days
of hearings that Ray’s 1969 confession to
the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
was voluntariiy made on the advice of
competent attorneys.
<. Rayg: who has served seven years—of"a

99-year prison sentence at the Nashville

state penitentiary, claims his former
attorneys, Foreman and Arthur Hanes of
Birmingham, pressured him to plead
guilty and compromised his interests by
signing contracts for royalty rights to a
beck on the slaying.

Lesar claimed that Judge McRae failed
to conduct a “fuil scale judicial inquiry”
into the assassination as ordered by the
Cincinnati based appezls court in 1974.

Attorneys from the Tennessee Attorney
General's office opposed Ray’'s request
for a new trial and said that McRae did
conduct a detailed investigazion.

Ray “admitted his guilt” to the first de-
gree murder of Dr. King with full knowl-
edge of the direct consequences, Asst.
State Atty. Gen. Joe Haynes said. T

Each side had been allocated 20 minute;
for argumeats, but the three judge panel
allowed Lesar to argue for 45 minutes to
the state’s 20,

A decision is not expected for several
weeks.

Orig. and one fwd.
Bureau, 2/4/76. (JAP)
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'CBS'Is Denied—
Ray Evidence

NASEVILLE (AP) — The Court of
Criminal Appeals has rejected a request
by CBS News that it be permitted to con-
duct scientific tests on some of the evi-
dence used in the murder trial of James
Earl Ray.

The court held that neither the public
nor the news media has an absolute right
to photograph or conduct scientific tests
on evidence in a criminal case.

CBS made the request while working on
an hour-long documentary, shown last
month, examining theories that Ray did
nog_act alone in the assassination of civil
rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr;

Orig. and one fwd. Bureau, 2/4/76. (JAP)
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U.S. Government
Killed iing: Jackson

The Rev. Jesse Jackson,

who was standing at Dr.

- Martin Luther King Jr.’s side
when he was shot to death in
Memphis in 1968, said Monday
the United States government
killed King.

“James Ear! Ray didn’t a
alone,” the one-time king
lleutenant sald. “The efr-
cumstantial evidence is

© overwheiming., He cowldn't

have that tight a time
schedule, he couldn’t have

gotten out of the country by,
. himselt.”

Ray also now says he did not

*  actalone, Jackson added.

He also cited recently
revealed FBI and Justice
Department memos which

' - showed FBI policy was to

‘“disrupt, discredit or over-
throw and destroy black
organizatiocns.”

Another memo, he said,

. called for the destruction of

the “black messiah.”

Jackson said revelations of
CIA involvement in
assassination plots around the
world made it clear the
government would also try to
silence internal opponents to
its policies.

_“Why, Martin’s Vietnam
views alone were enough to
get him murdered. Others
hava been shot for less.”

He said the FBI seemed to
be the most likely
organization to investigate for

<links to the murder, but added
the FBI is but a part of the

larger Justice Department
operations.

He said only a special
prosecutor and an in-
dependent congressional
committee could fairly in-
vestigate the King
assassination. Such an in-
vestigation should be made,
he said, and the Ray murder
case reonenad.

Parent
Drop-Quts
Cause Crisis

Continued from page 1

society, he said.

she favors passage of the
Equal Rights Amendment
because what is at stake is

‘“the adult rights of women.” -

However, he said he did not
like to call women a minority;
though ‘“maybe they’re an
oppressed majority.”’

He said only blacks,
Lationos and Indians were
minorities in this country
because they had been
brought here against their wiil
or taken in military ex-
pansion.

White women, he said,
should remember they have
always been the wives,
sisters, aunts,of the-racists in
power in this country.
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FURTHERMORE - The Rev. Jesse Jackson told Austin
Peay State University students Monday that moral authority

and diseiphim®were needed to overthrow the decadengg now
rampant in American society.
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Coby Smith:
Article on Im
and King nof

Coby Smith, former
member of the Invaders and
now assistant to the vice
president of State Technical
Institute, told the Tri-State
Defender that a recent report
on the now defunct militant
organization by a New York
newspaper is not completely
accurate.

Smith, who served on the
executive board of the
Invaders said he, and other
members of the organization
were aware of infiltrators long
before the death of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Smith said
those sources used in the
article appearing in the
Garden City Newday was
misleading. He said “people,
when asked to speak on
aspects of a subject they are
familiar with, have a tendency
to talk about that aspect which
they know least about.

| OIS —

“This was obviously the
case,” he continued, “with
those friends of Dr. King who
the writer used as sources.
The story said “according to
some witnesses, the 100-
member group called the
Invaders led the March 28
riots - which attempted to
discredit King's efforts.

“Following the riot, in
which one youth was killed,
scores injured, and 238
arrested, King vowed that he
would return to prove that he
still could lead: a_non-violent
demonstration.”
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Smiths—sald—2zsince the
organization felt that a small
nucleus of the black com-
munity was leading King in
the wrong direction as far as
strategy was concerned, the
Invaders decided they would
not take part in the march. He
said at the time many people
were dawning Invader jackets
because “they were very easy
to make.”

Smith said it wasn’t that
people were interested in
what happened to Dr. King at
the time, rather it was what
would happen to the other
black ministers such as Rev.
James Lawson and Rev.

Ralph H. dachson= A letter,
sent to the black leadership

“with a bullet attached to it,
caused the concern. Some
people tried to blame the
Invaders. '

The article written by Les
Payne stated, “several FBI
informants and at least one
undercover agent from the
Memphis Police Department
were among the most active
members of a young, violence
prone black group which
openly opposed King’s
peaceful march  supporting
the city’s $anitation workers.”

Smith said the organization
had many people associated
with it directly and indirectly
‘who were on the payrolls of
the FBI, CIA and Memphis
Police Department. As for the
members of the Invaders that
infiltrated our group, some of
our members had seen him in
Indiana and were aware of
the fact that he was an in-
filtrator.

The Newday Article stated,

killed, the groups met with
him and his" staff —and
threatened renewed violence
unless they were given
$750,000 to redevelcp their
community ‘They just got
louder and louder,’ one aide
who was at the meeting
recalled. “We told them we
didn’t have access to that kind
of money. We had to put
them out.”

Smith stated, “There were
no shouting matches. We
attempted to show Dr. King
that the time had come for
community organizing at a
grass roots level. Smith stated,
“King allowed himself to be
led by a small segment of the
Memphis black leadership.
We got the impression that,
during the meeting, he un-
derstood what we were saying
and that is that the younger
element of the Memphis
community had been ignored
by the so called established

“On-Apsil-drthe day Kingweas—black leadership. ;=% ~
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Witness Held In King Death”™

Loses Quest For Rewards

Chancellor Charles Rond yesterday
denied reward money to a man who was
held as a material witness in the slaying
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Charles Quitman Stephens, who claimed
to have seen a man fleeing from a Main
Street boarding house the night King was
assassinated, had claimed rewards total-
ing $100,000. - \ .

In denying the reward to Stephens,
Rond said the man told police everything
he knew before the reward was offered.

Rond said in the opinion “it has been
held that jp ocder for a furnisher of infor-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

mation to recover under a private reward
it must be shown that he had knowledge
of the reward offer and that he acted with
the intention of claiming-it.” .

The opinion said Stephens gave a full

statement to police on April 4, 1968, be-
fore the reward was offered on April 5.

Although Stephens gave police informa-
cion after the reward was offered, he dis-
closed “no information that had- not
already been given by him to the police
... ." the opinion said. :

The Commercial Appeal had offered a

. $25,000 reward in the case. The Scripps-

Howard organization, including the Mem-
phis Press-Scimitar, offered another
$25,000. ) : o
The Memphis Area Chamber of Com-
merce, the Downtown Association and Fu-
ture Memphis, Inc., offered $25,000 also.

The National Alliance of Postal Employes

added $10,000 more and Mrs. Gwen Aw-
sumb also offered $1,08S.
The City Council in 1968 offered to

" make up the difference in order to extend

the reward to $100,000. Rond said the
city’s obligation was $5,000 and individual
council members owed a total of'$8,915.

Rond said Stephens argued that “he
gave to the police and FBI a description
of James Earl Ray, and that this descrip-
tion was made the basis of a flyer” which
led to Ray’s capture. '

But those offering the reward said Ste-
phens was “unable to obtain more than a
side view of Ray” and told police he
would not recognize Ray if he saw him.

Stephens was also unable to identify a
picture of Eric S. Gait, the defense
argued, and another source identified Ray
and Galt as the same person. :

Rond had held the decision on the re-

“ward pending federal appeals in Ray’s

case. But based on a ruling last year by
U.S. Dist. Judge Robert McRae, Rond said
“further delay would not be warranted.”
Rond said McRae had “considered and
disposed of every question raised” and “in
light of Judge McRae’s thorough inquiry
and findings” he decided the reward case.
The chancellor used McRae's words in
describing Stephens’ confinement as a
material witness, Rond said the confine-

menf$ was proyoked Rx Stephens’ “fond-
ness for the fermented grape.” V4
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