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• 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 4 /5/68 

E LARRY HUTCHINSON. Criminal Invcstigator 1 

Attorney Gt:tnf,:n·al 1 s Office 1 Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessoef 
was interviewed at the Homicide Bureau of the Memphis Police 
Department, at which time he furnished the following information: 

Mr HlITCHINSON advjaed that he went to Apartment B; 
422~ South Main Street 1 at approximately 7;30 or 8;00 pm, 1 

April 4, 1968, at which time he and other officers conducted a 
search of this apartment. He identified the other officers conducting 
this search and working with h.im as Captain R .. L,. WILLIAMS 
and Captain R~ A. COCHRAN, of the Memphis RJlice Departmenti 
and JOHN CARLISLE, Chief Invest1gator 1 Shelby County Attorney 
General's Office, Memphis. Mr, HUTCHINSON stated that durtng 
this time a complt~te and minuti~) St~arch was n1ade of this 
apartment I at which time the following item.s of p(issible 
evidentiary value were located and retained as evidence in this 
case: 

A.. One pillow and one pillowcase. 

B. Two white sheets. 

C. One small green pillow~ which appears to boa 
couch pillow; 

D. One black strap with buckle; approximately onc=half 
inch in width,. 

F... One small black str.a..p app:roxtmately ono-fourth 
inch in width. 

F.. Ono t(FWt~l J white in color with blue and green stripes 1 

G. Several strands of grassy-like mat~rial which were 
loca~ed approximately four feet and one inch north of the south 
wall and four feet and three inches west of thci east wall in 

I 

this apartmt,n t. 
PW:. ~---= .;.:~--------~ =-w =-------~-~-----------~--

On -:!71/6~:··~~t~,. Mi;,JllllhJJS ,_ 1'1>.n1Jessee File # 44-1 ~81-J.J:1) - ( 

"" s :,N1JHL1J '1,,,IJ,.l'< ,!J)r 
by =~--•~·~= 

0 ~.Y.l~2:~: .. _Y~--,.-~.1\~!~1\f~;(!.:~ .. ~-- ( .. ~)~Y!1 ... .i~---Date dictated --: ... ~.(5/BB 

Thi11 document t:itmhtnM nfitlrnr rntrnmm1mda.tiona nor conclu1ion1 of the FBI, lt ia the property of the FBI and i11 loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents ar@ not to be distributed outside your agency, 
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Mr. HUTCHINSON advised that after the abovo itou 
of evidence were located, they we~e then taken to tho 
Homicide Bureau at the Memphis Police Department whoro ho 
identified them by placing his ini.tials on a ■mall brown t11 
and putting each item in a separate cellophane b&1, 
Mr, HUTCHINSON turned this evidence over to SAi SLOAN and 
JOHNSON in order that they may be forwardod to the FBI Laboratory~ 
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• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
4/5/'68 Da~ __________ _ 

PEGGY JANE HURI~Y@ ~u~tomer services, Seabrook 
Wallpaper Co:mpanyo 421 South M~in Streeto Memphis,, .advised 
that at about 4~45 pomoo April 4 0 19680 one of the girls in 
the front showroom called to h~r and told her that her husband 
was waiting on the street from hero Upon hearing this she went 
to the showroom and told the girl that was not her husband,' s 
white Falcon but it wa~ a whit.e Mustang~ A few minutes later 
Mrso HURLEY stated that !river llm1~band did pull up in their white 
Fawon and parked behind t:h,~ whi.t.e Mustang which was· parked in 
front. of Canipe• s Amuis~m~nt.~ di r~~tly across the street. , She left 
wo:rk 0 cro~sied th~ ~treet !.a\ntd lJ>:if•ot-;eed~]d home with her husband. 
She said that when ·th®ly ~"l.r:r~·i'7~d h01rnvf] they heard on the news that 
MARTIN LUTHER KING had b<f1~11t1\ ~·hot ~t: th<e Lorraine Hotel, and that 
the susp~ct had gotten ;aw:al.y .iJri a whi~ Mustang o She said that she 
airnd her huui~:ai.nd began t,, talk abr.i,ut-: the whi t.e Mustang which was 
pax-Kea right in fro11t, «:-)f h~:tt:· hu~bi~nd 8 ;ft ~ar when he picked her 
u,p on Main Streete She ~~'j.id h@rt' hu~b~nd told her that he noticed 
that this Mus·tang had A:ir'J,;;a1r11~~}1ffsl .]j,~ei·uie pl~tes on it o He also 
~aid that he noti.~ed ~ ~w'hi:t:~ x~t"d\m\ ~ltting in the Mustango He· said 
he was wearing what ~ppll;}lal'tti~1d t11>, }JJ-e «:l dark suit o Mrs o HURLEY 
sta"ted she did rememl'Je:it 4l milA\ ~ it.ti.n~J in ti.he car when she left 
worke but she could not, d~l~:t1ni1mte wliat k.ind of clothes he was 
wearing or what. co lo:r. h~1i.:t' h.:r~ ht~(d o 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date 4/6/68 

Mr• CHARLES HARDY H.DRLEY, Advertising Layout 
Department, National Food Company, 1797 South Florida 
Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, fu:mi.shed the following information: 

Mr. H;IJRUy said that he parked his car a little 
south of the Canipe Amusement Company, 424 South Main Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee, at 4:45 p.m., on April 4, 1968. He said 
that his car was faciig in a northerly direction and was 
immediately behind a white Mustang vehicle of an unknown year, 
which was immediately in front of the Canipe Amusement Company. 
HURLEY said he saw one white male in the Mustang car but could 
furnish no physical descri.pti,on of the man as it was too dark 
in the man's car to enable him to get a good look at the man. 
Mr. HURLBY stated that he looked at the license plate of the 
Mustang.and believed it to be an Arkansas license with the 
first two letters being uAL. 0 Mro HURLEY said he could not 
be positive of the two letters ivAL 0 on the license, but he 
believed these letters did appear on the license. 

Mr. H~Y said that be could furnish no further 
information regarding the white Mustang and its lone occupant 
as b.e, Mr, HURLBY, drove away at 4:48 p.m. on April 4, 1968, 
and the man was still in the ca~ when he left. 

On 4/5/68 

SAs STEPHEN 
by and JOHN W 

at Memphis, Ten~see 
-sJ1'> 

M. DARL GTON 
BAUER 111) 'J SMD: mh 

b/rb-.31 
File # Memphis 44-1987 -'-" 

Date dictated __ 4 ___ /_5 ___ /_6_S ___ _ 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) • • 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 - Date ____ 4..L.../_6-=-/_68_;;___ __ _ 

Mrs. GRACB HAYES STBPH.BNS, Apaitrtment 6-B, 422½ 
Main Street, Memphi~, Te~nessee 1 furDished the following 
information: 

Mrs. STBPHBNS s~id that she was in bed all day 
01t1 April 4, 1968, as $!he has been ill for several months. 
She advised that she heard a lrllo i~e, which sounded 1 ike 
a firecracker at 6 p.m., April 4, 1968. She said the noise 
sounded to her as if it c~me from the yard on the east 
side of her apartment. She s~id she did not think anything 
about the noise ai.s it wa~ common for tirains to set off 
firecrackers on the tracks on the ~~st ~idt, of her 
apartment. Mrs. STBPHBNS said ~he h~ard soft footsteps 
coming from out of the b~thro@m, which is located adjacent 
to her apartment, and proceeding r~pidly down the hallway 
toward the entrance to the ap~rtm~nt building. 

Mrs. STEPHENS said she then heard screaming 
and yelling from the east side of her ~partment near the 
Lorraine Hotel at 406 Mulberry Street 0 Mrs. STBPHBNS 
said she did not get out of bed at any time on April 4, 
1968, and did not see anyone leave the apartment bathroom 
and knows nothing else re Ji.at ing to the abovemen.t ioned noise• 

,dui,- lJ-- ~ 
File # Memphis 44-1987 -, 4/5/68 at Memphis, TeID1JIM~sooe 

&ls STl:,8.IN Mi; DAILINGTON-s;V\J) 
by and JOHN w. BAUER l!vr; Sim :gmh Date dictated 4/5/68 r)I 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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• FD-3 02 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 4/6/68 Date _________ _ 

Mr. HOWARD BONNIE VANCE, 422½ South Main Street, 
Apartment 4, South Wing, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the 
following information: 

Mr. VANCE said he was "intoxicated" for the two 
days of April 3 and 4, 1968. He said he went to the bathrooa 
twice on April 4, 1968, at 9 a.m. and at 3 p.m., and did 
not see anyone or bear anyone on those two occasions. 
VANCE said he lives alone in his room. He said he was 
completely unaware of any activity outside of his room 
for the two above-mentioned dates. 

.du.,g-f)s· 
On ___ 4_/_5_/_6_s_· _at __ M_e_m_p_h_i_s_,_T_e_n_ne_s_s_e_e ___ File # _M_e_m_p_h_i_s_4_4_-_1_9_8_7_--_I' __ 

SAs STEPHEN M. DARL}NGTON51Vt> 
by ___ a_n_d_J_O_HN __ W_. _B_A_U_ER___,!Rtf~· _S_MD_':_g_m_h_/_w_P ___ Date dictated __ 4_/_5_/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 
Date __________ _ 

Mrso PEGGY BURNS, 4802 Rickard, telephone number 
397-0033, advised she is employed as a saleslady at the 
Oliver Rexall Drugstore in Whitehaveno Mrs~ BURNS stated that 
she recalls selling a Gillette shaving kit, which was in a 
clear plastic container, to a white man a little before noon 
on April 3, 19680 She stated that this shaving kit contained 
a safety razor, shaving lotion 1 ~having cream, hair tonic, 
and deodorant, which is all manufactured by the Gillette Company, 
and was in a clear plastic container,approximately four inches 
by six inches. 

Mrs. BURNS recalled that a white man came into the 
Oliver Rexall Drugstore shortly before noonj April 3, 1968, and 
asked her for a razoro She said she pointed out where the 
razors were located in her store, and directed him to that area 
of the store. She advised the white man walked down to this 
area, and picked out the Gillette shaving kit, and brought it 
back to the cash register~ where she was located. Mrs. BURNS said 
she could not recall any other items which the white man 
purchased in her store. She could not recall how he paid for 
this purchase, and did not recall anything he said while he was 
paying for the item. 

Mrso BURNS stated that she got the impression from the 
white man's activities that he was a stranger in the area, and 
she said she does not believe he has ever been in her store before. 
She said she is sure that she has never seen him prior to the 
time he approached her, and she furnished the following description 
for him: 

Race: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 

Eyes: 

White 
45 
5'7u 
165 pounds 
Black - could not recall 
he combed it or anything 
about his hair 
Color unknown 

how 
further 

~Z>-£; 
On 4/4/68 at Memphis" Tennessee 44-1987· f ' File # _____ . ___ -_____ _ 

_S_A_O_R_V_I_L-LE-V. JOHNI / jms 4/6/68 
by -------------- -------Date dictated---------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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. ME 44-1987 
2 

Remarks: 
Dress: 

• • 

Had a friendly smile 
Blue suit 

No further descriptive information recalled; recalled 
seeing no scars and markso 

Mrs~ BURNS said she got the impression that this 
man was alone, and she b-lieved he left the store by himself. 
She advised she could recall no further information regarding 
this man's description or his activities while he was in her 
store. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 Date __________ _ 

FRANK BREWE1~422½ South Main Street, Apartment 2, 
Memphisj advised that bis wife 1 BESS!~ BREWER 9 is the 
landlord of the roominghouse at 422½ South Main, Memphis, 
Tennessee~ 

BREWER works at Velsicol Chemical Corporation, 
1199 Warfordi Memphisi Tennesse®o He arrived home from work 
about 5~30 pom .. on April 4 9 19680 He immediately sat down to 
eat suppero His wife told him that she had rented 
apartment 5B that afternoon 9 but she did not mention anything 
about the person to whom she rented the roomo 

BREWER finished his supper and sat down to watch 
televisiono He figured the time to be just about 6:00 p.m. 
He heard a loud noise that sounded like a gun, but he 
thought it must be a firecracker" He got up and went to the 
door to see what had made the noiseo He opened the door that 
leads into the hallo He heard people behind the roominghouse 
yellingj "Oh God, help me: 9v He also heard some firemen from the 
nearby fire station running toward the Lorraine Hotel, and 
one of them said, 0 Someone has been shotoH 

BREWER ran to the back door ~n1d w-t~- out on the back 
porch. It took him two or three second~ to unlock the door 
and get it open,, BREWER figures that the time elapsed from 
when he heard the noise until he stepped onto the back porch 
was about 15 - 20 secondso 

As he stepped out on the porch 9 a uniformed officer, 
possibly from the Sheriffgs Office 9 ran into the backyard of 
the roominghouse and yelled to BREWER>' w

9Get back in the house 
and lock the dooroH BREWER thought he was from the Sheriff's 
Office because he was wearing dark green pants and a tan shirt. 
As BREWER started back inside 9 another officer yelled, "The shot 
came from there,n and pointed toward the northeast corner of the 
roominghouseo BREWER thought the officer was pointing toward 
either the windows on the northeast corner or the roof a 

~r-/J}-7 
On __ 4_/_5_/_6_8 ___ at ---~t+-i~,--_9 _~r_e_n_n_e_~_s_e_e ___ File # __ 4_4_-_1_9_8_7_-____ l ____ _ 

SAs JACK D. VAHRENWAL A~ 
EUGENE Ao MEDORI .~~/ JDV:jms 4/6/68 by ____________ __.._._ __________ Date dictated---------
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BREWER came back into the a.partment house and 
locked the door. He looked out the window and saw two 
policemen on the roof of the building that faces Mulberry Street, 
and is just northeast of the building at 422 South Maino 

BREWER went back to his apartment and sat downo 
He did not hear anything until WILLIAM ANSCHUTZ, who lives 
in apartment 4B 9 came to BREWER'S door and yelled, "The guy 
that rented the room ran down the steps~ and had something 
wrapped up that looked like a gun,, 99 BREWER did not go out 
to look for the mano 

The police came to the door within a minute or two, 
and officers were there the whole night" 

BREWER and his wife have lived at 422½ South Main, 
Apartment 2~ since March 12 11 19680 BREWER never did see the man 
registered as JOHN WILLARD 9 andj thus 9 could offer nothing 
concerning WILLARD'S appearance" BREWER examined the rent 
recei~ts dating back to January 27 9 1968, and could find no 
record of a JOHN WILLARD living here before April 4, 1968. 
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ALFRED W. EA'IDN 1 422·! South Main Street j 
Apartment 10, advised that he had been in and out of the 
apartment most of the day on April 4, 1968& He had been 
drinking that afternoon 9 and was taking a nap when 
he was awakened by a loud noise and somf1 commotion outside 
tht~ boardinghouse. He got out of bed ll and looked out the 
back window of the house. He saw somt1one c~overtn.g up a 
body across the street. 

EATON did not see the person who rented 
Apartment 5B in the roominghouse. He also heard nothing 
in the other wing of the building (where Apartment 5B is 
located) after the shot was fired. 

EATON said he went back to bed shortly thereafter, 
and did not know what actually happened until the morning of 
April 5, 19684 

SAs JACK D. VAHRENW1\LP · 
EUGENE E. MEIYOR 10 ~i;; ~nrv: jms . 4/6/68 
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FRANK M. MARLEY, 422½ South Main Street, Apartment 7, 
advised that he was home all day on April 4, 1968. He 
heard a loud noise about 6:00 p.mo on April 4, 1968, but 
he had been drinking heavily all afternoon, and he did not 
get out of bed to see what was happeningo 

He1 did not see the man who rented Room 5B, and 
he did not hear anything unusual after he heard the loud 
noise. 

On 4/5/68 Memph 
·· - at - --- · 

\ 
Tennessee 

SAs JACK D. VAHRENWAL 
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HAROLD CARTER0 422½ South Main., Apartment 9,, advised: 
that he arrived at home. cabout 4g30 pemoo on April 4, 1968. 
He\ent to his room and he was ~till there when he heard 
a shot about 6i00 peme He ~tayed in his room until the 
police came inside about 10=15 minutes latero 

CARTER did not see th~ man who rented Apartment SB, 
and he did not noti.~e anything unusual before or after he 
heard the ~hotc He doe~ not feel he h~s anything that w:>uld 
help,in the inve~tigation of t.hiB caseo 

On 4LS/68 at Mero Tenm.~rs~ee 
SA JACK D. VAHR.ENWA , V , 
SA EUGENE A. MEDORI ·· _t:i1ivJDVg;raj 

M/ lJ-ICJ 
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WILLIAM CHARLES ANSCHUTZ, 422½ South Main, Apartment 
4B 0 Memphis, advised that he is employed by the Firestone 
Tire and Rubber Company 6 1054 Firestone Avenue, Memphis. 

He returned home from work about 2~30 p.m., 
April 4, 1968. Miss JESSE LEDBETTERD a neighbor in Apartment 
lB, came to his room to watch televi~ion., They watched television 
throughout the afternoono 

On two occasions during the afternoon, ANSCHUTZ tri·ed 
to get into the bathroom at.the end of the hall to pour out 
some water he had used to wash disheso Each time someone 
was in the bathroome The ~e~ond time ANSCHUTZ went to the 
bathroom, another neighbor 0 CHARLIE STEVENS of Apartment 6B, 
told ANSCHUTZ that a new tenant who rented Apartment SB 
was in the bathroom~ ANSCHUTZ did not know the exact 
time of his attempts to get into the bathroom, but he indicated 
these attempts were only a few minutes apart. He does not know 
how long the new tenant was in the bathroom6 but it qeemed like 
a long time to him. 

Later ANSCHUTZ heard a ~bot5 He had been watching 
television for some time 0 but he did not have any idea what 
time it was. He got up and went to the doore As he opened 
it a man came down the hall. ANSCHUTZ thought the man came 
out of Apartment 5Bb but he could not tell for sure. 

The man was running and a~ he passed ANSCHUTZ's 
door 11 he held his hand and arm over his face so ANSCHUTZ 
could not get a good look at himo As the man passed ANSCHUTZ, 
ANSCHUTZ said 6 "I thought I heard a shot!" The man answered, 
•Yeho it was a shot." 

The man was carrying something under his armo It 
appeared to be something long and was wrapped in what looked 
like a blanket. ANSCHUTZ thought it might be a gun. 

· ~.µLr-' J) - I I 
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ANSCHUTZ knew that the shot had been fired nearby, 
but he could not tell if it came from the bathroom or from 
apartment 5Bo He had never seen the man or talked to him 
until he saw the man running down the hallo He thinks the 
man went down the stairs to Main Street, but he did not follow 
himo 

Afte~r •,the man had run down the hall, CHARLIE STEVENS 
came out of his apartment~ and said he had also heard a shot. 
ANSCHUTZ went into the bathroom)! and looked out the window. A 
police officer in the backyard yelled for him to get away 
from the window,, ANSCHUTZ heard a girl say that the shot had 
come from the windowo 

After leaving the bathroom 1 ANSCHUTZ went to the 
other side of the roominghouse 9 and told the landlady, 
Mrs. BREWER, that he had heard a shoto Then he went back to 
his room to watch televi~iono To the best of his knowledge, 
ANSCHUTZ cannot remember the man having any other luggage, etc., 
except the object that was wrapped up in the blanket. 

ANSCHUTZ describes the man as follows: 

Height: 
Build: 
Age: 
Clothes~ 

6' 
Slim 
30 9 s 
Did not seem to be wearing a 
coat. 

ANSCHUTZ did not see the man's face because the man 
covered it with his arm and hando ANSCHUTZ does not think he 
could identify the man if he saw him againo ANSCHUTZ said he 
had not been drinking at all during the afternoon6 He had to 
stop drinking for health reasonso 

ANSCHUTZ advised that JESSE LEDBETTER is a deaf mute. 
She can read and write and can speak sign language~ ANSCHUTZ 
does not know if she saw the man when he ran past the door. 
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DAVID HARRISON OWENS, Credit Mancalg(er 0 Seabrook 
W~llpaper Companyo 421 South M~in Str~et 0 M~phis 9 advised that 
on April 4e 19680 in the afternoone he wa~ working in the warehouse 
at the rear of the ~tor~o He sit©1t~d that at6g00 Pomo, he went . 
to leave the building i~ ord~r to go home and he noticed that 
there were policem~n eve~ywhere ~nd the~e w~s a great deal of 
noi~e in the ~tr~~to 

He said he ~aw a lot of poli~emen in front of the doorway 
at Canipe•s Amusement Comp~ny and he a~~1Wmed that there had been 
~ robbery at Ca:nipe 11 s Amusi~m~nt Company,, H~ ~tated that he saw 
giev~ral policemen looking down ;at ©J.n ©bj~ct which was lying on 
th<e ~idewalk in front of th~ doorway at C~ipe's Amusement 
Company and it app~ar(€ld to be <d, large e;aJfiV©l~ object about twelve 
inche$ high and five feet longo Mro OWENS said that the object 
r~minded him of ca latJrgce mailb©J.g8 He s,aid that when he went 
to leave the ~tor~ with Mre COOKSY and Mro HOLTb they were 
que~tioned by policemen 0 ~~d we.r~ give~ per.mi~~ion to leave the 
area 9 which they dide 

.JiR.b I> - 13 
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ELIZABETH COPELAND 11 cru,tomer servic,s, ,sie(abrook: Lt 

Wallpaper Company~ 421 South Main Streeto Mempllistladvisedi that '41 
at about 4:.45 p.m.,, April 4o 1968b she saw a white car pull up 
and park 2'Cross ·the streeto She said,,that she called to _PEGGV 
HURLEY to tell heF that herhusband had arrived as he usually 
did at this time dailye When PEGGY came to the front showroom 
:she looked out the window and told her, . ELIZABETH COPEIA&# 
that · the aar across · the street was not her huebancl, s··· Fa]..oan: but: was a 
Mustang. She statep. she looked again at the car and saw there was a 
white man with dark hair $itting in the drive:r•s.seato She added 
that she believed the man was wearing a dark colored coat. Mrs. 
COPEIAND stated Mrs~ HURLEY's husband pulled up. in a few minutes · 
and then proceeded to leav~ with his wife. At Si20 Mrs. COPEIAllD 
s~ated that_her husband who normally.pickeq her up daily -attemptect 
to park aQross the streeti·o·• but the .curb was completely filled with 
vehicles. and he had to double park next. to :the white oar which ... , .... ,. 
she thought was a Mustango She said when her husband arrived she 
left work, crossed th~ street and got in her husband's car and 
left for home. She advised when she went to get in• her husband.'& 
car she noticed that there was no one sitting in the white Mustang. 

on 4/5/68. atMemphistJ Tennessee 

SA JOO W. BAUER .,. ~ ~~ ~11/ 
by SA STEPHEN Mo DARLINGTON JWBgraj 

>' ~/)-114 
File# .ME 44~1987-,,, 
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Mrss FRANCES B. THOMPSONu Bookkeeper, Seabrook Wall 
Paper Company 0 421 South Main Streeto Memphis, Tennessee, advised 
that she finished work on April 4 0 19680 at approximately 4:30 
pom&(} and was in the company showroom at the front of the store 
waiting for her daughtero She ~aid that at about 4i30 or 4:45 
p~mee she saw a white automobile. drive up and park across the 
street from her in front of canipe•s Amusement Company, 424 South 
Main Streeta Mrs. THOMPSON said $he thought the car belonged 
to PEGGY HURLEY's husband and that he had come to get PEGGY: however, 
PEGGY looked and said that this car was a Mustang and that Mr. HURLEY 
would be driving a Falcono 

Mrs, THOMPSON said that her daughter picked her up at 
approximately 4:45 pem., s and the two of them le ft the areao She 
said that when she left at 4i45 Pomo@ there was a white male 
sitting in the front ~eat of the white Mustango Mrso THOMPSON 
was unable to furnish any other info:tmation concerning this 
individual .. 

On 4/5/68 at Memphis 0 Tenn~~see 
~ , A 

~ZJ-/._~ 
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CHARLES STEPHENS, Apartment 6Bf) 422½ South Main 
Street~ MemphisH advised that on the afternoon of April 4, 
1968u he was with his wife at the above address~ He stated 
that at about 3g30 p$m9f) oh the above date, he began working 
on a tablemodel radio of his which was ill :heed of repair. 
He said he took a radio to the kitchen a,td, Placed it on the 
table which was against the wall that wu adjacent to the 
bathroom which was used by all tenants Oft his floor. As he 
was working on his radio he could hear t:he man in the next 
apartment to him, Apartment SB 0 leave his room several times 
and go into the bathroom. Mro STEPHE•S stated that he knew 
it was the man who had just checked in to Apartment SB that 
afternoon because he could hear the door of Apartment SB 
open and then footsteps would go down the hall to the bathroom, 
the bathroom door would open and then clo~e. 

Mr. STEPHENS said that during these various trips that 
the individual in Apartment SB made to the bathroom he failed 
to flush the toilet or to run any water with the exception of 
the last time he was in the bathroom. At this time he flushed 
the toilet. He stated that thi$ individuai seemed to be spending 
an undue length of ti.me in this bathroom. At about 6:00 p.m., 
on April 4(J 1968, Mre STEPHENS heard a loud noise which he described 
as sounding like a gunshot come from the bathroomo Upon hearing 
this noise, Mr. STEPHENSran from the kitchen where he was repairing 
his radio to his door that led to the hallwayo He stated this is 
only a distance of about 10 to 12 feet. Upon opening the door 
he saw a man leave the bathroom carrying a package of about three 
feet long and wrapped in what appeared to be newspaper. He saw 
the man run down the hall and then turn left as if he were trying 
to leave the apartment buildingo As thi~ was happening WILLIE 
ANSCHUTZ 6 who lived in Apartment 4B 0 came out of his apartment 
and went to the bathroom,, ANSCHUTZ then told STEPHENS to look out 
of his windowo STEPHENS said that he then looked out of his 
kitchen window which faced the Lorraine Hotel and saw a lot of 
policemen scurrying about and people running' screaming in the 
vicinity of the hotel. 

On 4/5/61 at Memphis o Tennessee 
~v;i, 

SA JOHN W. BAUER J L.r S"M / 
b~A STEPHEN Ma DARLINGTON JWB g raj 
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Mr. STEPHENS ~t~t®d th~t t~~ xu.n who was in 
Apartment 5B had ~becked in about 3:00 or 3:30 p.m. on 
April 4, 1968. H® ~tated he wa~ ~~~a of thi~ because he bad · 
heard the la~dlady ~howing him the ap~rtment at that time. Be 
stated he glanced ont of his doo~ ~nd got a fairly good look at 
the man who he describ®d as being a white male; 5' 10-=ll"; 
weighing 165 pouDds; sl~~der b~ild; ~gddy complexion; sandy 
hair; had a long, sh~rp pointed Do~~~ wearing what appeared to 
be~ dark blue or blaJl.ck ~lllitt White ~hirt laJ.nd dark tie. 

Mr.. STEPHENS SJ ta ted th~ t the md.:im who he saw running 
out of the bxa1. thr>oom ~lo~e ly :ire$J®m1&bl®d th(B} l)l!l.ifl who had checked 
i~to Apartment SB. Re ~~id he could o~ly ~ee the man who ran 
froa the b~throom from behind, but his general build, hair 
coloring and clothe~ w*re the ~ame as the individual in 
Apartment 5B. 

Mr. STEPHENS de~crib®d the individual ~e saw running 
out of the batb:room as follows: 

~c, 
Se" 
Height 
Weight 
Build 
Complexion 
Hair 
Clothing 

White 
··.ifalce 
5'10=11° 
165 
Slend~r 
Ruddy 
Sandy, ~lightly OD dark side 
Weari~g d~rk suit 

Mr. STEPHENS added th~t he h~d never 'met the man who 
checked into Apart~ent SB, talked to hi~p or knew his name. 
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Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Resident Manager, rooming 
house located at 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, 
was interviewed at Central Police Headquarters, Memphis, 
Tennessee, Police Department, at which time she furnished 
the following information: 

Between 3:00 P 0 Me and 3:30 PeM• on April 4, 1968, 
a white male knocked on the door of the second floor of the 
rooming house and asked Mrs$ BREWER if she had a room. She 
replied yes, and this individual then asked if he could see 
ite Mrs~ BREWER showed him R.oom No<> 8j which is located in 
the southwest part of the building, and the individual put his 
head into the doorway and after looking, stated that this. 
would not be satisfactory as he did not need a stove and 
refrigerator but only wanted a sleeping roomc; Mrs .. BREWER 
then showed this individual Room 5-B, and he put his head in 
the doorway of this room and said it would be fine .. At this 
point the individual asked where the bathroom facilities were 
located, and she pointed to the bathroom located in the 
northeast portion of the hallway which is located in the same 
hallway as Room 5-BQ She and this individual then returned 
to her office~ The individual stated that his name was JOHN 
WILLARD and that he wanted a sleeping room for one week. 

WILLARD then asked her how much the room rent would 
be for one week, and Mrs~ BREWER replied $8050. WILLARD then 
put his hand into his right trouser pocket and withdrew a 
twenty dollar bill and two quarters and handed the money to 
her. She gave him change in denomination~ of one ten dollar 
bill and two one dollar bills~ When WILLARD arrived at the 
rooming house, Mrs') BREWER did not notice any luggage in his 
possession, nor during the brief conversation with WILLARD 
did he volunteer any information concerning his home residence, 
line of business, or mode of transportation~ WILLARD was not 
required to sign any type of regi~ter 9 and the only written 
record maintained of the transaction was a receipt for the 
$8~50, which was made out in the handwriting of Mrs~ BREWER~ 

Mrs~ BREWER was unable to state if WILLARD returned 

On __ 4_/_5_/_6_8 __ at __ M_e_m_p=---h_i_s~,_T_e~n_n_e_s_s_'e_e ___ File # 
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to Room 5-B or if he left the building at any time after 
renting Room 5-B. Mr~$ BREWER did not again observe WILLARD 
after he rented the roomQ 

Mrs 0 BREWER'S hu~band ret~rned home from work at 
5:25 P,M. on April 4 9 1968 1 and at that time M.r .. and Mrs. 
BREWER commenced th®ir dinner. After dinner Mr. BREWER 
then turned on the television set and wa~ watching the 
"Rawhide0 television program 9 and M:t~!B>. BREWER did the 
dinner dish~~o Shortly after completing the dinner dishes, 
Mrs. BREWER also ~at down to watch the 9'Ra:whide9v television 
program. Within a matter of a couple of minutes 9 Mrso BREWER 
heard what she thought to be a gun ~h~t coming from the back 
of her rooming hou~e 9 Mr~o BREWER believed that this must 
have been around 6:00 P.M 9 on April 4, 19680 She advised 
her husband that she thought it was a gun shot. Her husband 
took time to put on his slippers and both of them then 
proceeded to the southeast exit of the building. Upon 
arriving at thi~ point,Mr~ BREWER attempt~d to go out the 
back door; however, a law enforcement officer was in the back 
of the building and instructed both MrQ and Mrs. BREWER to 
close the door and return to their apartment. Mrso BREWER 
did not hear any noise such as $Omeone running through her 
building after hearing the gun shot, and the only noise she 
could recall hearing was a lot of hollering and screaming 
near the back of her building toward the Lorraine Motelo 

Mr~ 9 BRDER examined ca~h that she had on hand 
and determined that she had th~ee $20.00 bills in her 
possession~ She was unable to $pecifically pinpoint which 
$20.00 bill wa~ furnished. to her by WILLARD for payment of 
his room rent. Mrs. BREWER made available the following 
described twenty dollar Federal Reserve Notes: 

(1) Serie~ 1963-Ag Serial No~ Fl4002844A 

(2) Serie~ 1963=A 9 Serial No~ Hl6164663A 

(3) Series 1963p Serial No. F06445143A 

Mrs. BREWER furni~hed th~ following description 
of WILLARD: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 

White 
Male 
Approximat~ly 35 years 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



,. I , 

ME 44=-1981 
3 

• 

Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Appearance: 

• 

5, I l}llV t© 6 t 

l 8(Ql J2lOilll nd~ 
Mcediinm (c~:irriedl weight well) 
R~al fil®at looking~ clean 
Sha V®IDl. 

Mrso BR:EWER ~tated th~t WILL-ARD appeared to have a 
~mile or a sneer on his face during their entire conversation; 
did not appear as though he was the outdoors type; was 
wearing a dark ~p,,rt j ack~t or ~lh©:tt't j ~.~ket j) a~ h~ did not 
have to pull the jacket back when he reached his right hand 
into his pocket for his money; did not notice any rings or 
watches; paid no attention to his ~h~®~ 9 pantsp sbirt 9 

or whether h~ h~.d on a tiG 1 but w~~ 6,1p1it~ po!§litivie that he 
did not have a hat; did not giva th0 appearance of needing 
a haircut, nor wa~ h~ wearing iBJ, mu~t~.~he or any long sideburns; 
paid no particular attention to hi~ te®tta while he was talking 
and did not particularly notice about any part of his face, 
including nose 9 mouth, ear~ 9 chin 9 or ayebrowsQ 

Mr~e BREWER claim~ that ~he did not particularly 
look at thi$ individual as she did not like the smile or 
sneer that he had on hi~ face. 

Mrso BREWER did r~c~ll that when she pointed out 
, the ba.throom fiicili ti®Js to JJilLLARD~ ~i-,1ce told him th~t everyone 
in the area of hi~ rt0om w~,~ u~ually tfuiet but that the guy next 
to him usually drink~ a little bit. MT~o BREWER cl151,imed that 
WILLARD then stat-ed 9 

11
~ I ta,ke a b~e:rr OllH~~ in a.while :myself,," 

Mr~ o BREWER claitm~d that Slh~ toldl hiTitt that waiS all right as 
long as he stay~d in his room and k@;pt quietll 

Mr~~ BREWER wa~ unable to ~tate wh~ther any of the 
other roomers at h~r roomlng h«:n1~e h~d an opportuni.ty to 
either observ® or have any c©~tact with WILLARD, nor was she 
able to furni~h any additional information concerning 
WILLARD'~ activiti.e~ during the brief p~ri@d that he resided 
at her rooming hou~®. She claiM~ that ~he does not believe 
that she would re~ognize thi~ individual again from a 
photograph or if she had an opportunity to see him in person~ 
but qualified thi~ by ~tating that ~h~ probably would be 
able to recogni~e him fr~m th~ ~mil~ or ~neer that he had on 
hi~ face if ~be were able to observe that in the future. 
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She claimed that WILLARD did not volunteer any 
information con~erning hi~ per~onal background or volunteer 
any information concerning hi~ r~ason for being in Memphis. 
She claimed that WILLARD's ~pe~ch was "just like the rest 
of us around here 9 

9
' and that his vocabulary and accent were 

not out of place in her rooming hou~e~ Mrsq BREWER recalled 
that when WILLARD fi.r~t looked in Ro<0m 8 1 he remarked that 
he only wanted a sleeping room a~ h~ would not be in the 
room in the daytime, ju~t at nighto 
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Miss ANNA CHRISTINE KELLEY, owner, The Rebel 
Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the 
following information~ 

Hiss KELLEY stated that a check of her records. 
reflected no loss of any bedspreads similar to or identical 
with the one left by the suspect on S .. Main Street., Memphis, 
Miss KELLEY further advised that her records failed to 
reflect the names HARVEY LOWIIEYER and JOHN WILLARD for the 
dates March 15, 1968~ to April 8, 19680 Miss KELLEY said 
that her records reflected the fact that ERIC S. GALT, 
2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, registered 
April 3, 1968, and checked out April 4, 1968. She advised 
that GALT was. driving a Mustang of unknown year and unknown 
color and had the license number 138993. 

Miss KELLEY said that a JERRY GOALSBY, Route 4, 
Ripley, Mississippi, registered at her motel April 3, 1968, 
and checked out April 4, 19680 She stated that GOALSBY. 
was driving a Ford vehicle but did not know the year nor the 
coloro 

KELLEY advised she was unable to recall GALT or 
GOALSBY and could not furnish a physical.descriptiono 

M--lJ-J} 
4/8/68 at Memphis, Tennessee 

SA JOHN W. BAUER and 'v~ <;)f2 

File # _lt_E_4_4_-_1_9_8_7_-~lfl!::.._ __ _ 

SA STEPHEN Ito DARLINGTON SIID/bbs 4/8/68 
by ----------------,------Date dictated---------
This docume~t cont~ins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Contents of Room 34, Rebel Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar 
Avenue, Memphis, were processed for anything of an evidentiary 
value. As a result, the following lifts of latent fingerprints 
were obtained: 

(1) 

( 2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(11) 

(12) 

(13) 

(14) 

(15) 

Removed from the left side of inside of front door 

Removed from left side of television set 

Removed from left side of television set 

Removed from right side of outside portion of 
bathroom door 

Removed from right side of outside portion of 
bathroom door 

Removed from right side of outside portion of 
bathroom door 

Removed from right side of outside portion of 
bathroom door 

Removed from left side of right of bathroom door 

Removed from left side of right of bathroom door 

Removed from left side of right of bathroom door 

Removed from center of inside of bathroom door 

Removed from center of inside of bathroom door 

Removed from center of inside of bathroom door 

Removed from center of inside of bathroom door 

Removed from left side of inside of bathroom 

Ou :,-9=ER'l' --F:•t B~~i'.t'~ T~nne!!!Jee . _. 

SA HOWARD D. TETE~RFB:raj 

b~u-11 
Fill· n --- --~E 44-1987 ~ ~ ~-------- ··--- --•----- ··-- _W,_ -------- ··-

4/9/68 
by - - --~----- --------------- -- --~- - -- - . --· Du t.., di d.u lt•d 

'l'lu:,; d1H.'Ulll(.>III containis neither rcl·ummtindat ion:-. nur 1·1>11,·l u:-- 1<H1s ot· lit•• L'l'I I I . , r > • l 11-1 I le propurty of lht! FBI untl i1, loun,~d lo 
Your agt•ncy; 1l and its contents are n11t to be distr1butt-d uut:-.1de your ugency. 
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(16) 

(17) 

(18) 

(19). 
1•. 

(20) 

( 21) 

(22) 

(23) 

(24) 

(25) 

Removed from 

Removed from 

Removed from 

Removed from 

Removed from 

Removed from 

Removed from 

Removed from 

Removed from 

Removed from 

• 

left side of inside of bathroom 

left side of inside of bathroom 

left side of inside of bathroom 

shower head in bathroom 

inner bathroom door jamb 

outer bathroom door jamb 

outer bathroom door jamb 

inside closet door 

inside closet door 

inside closet door. 
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Revo BERNARD SOOT"r LEE 1 334 Auburn Avenue, Atlanta, 
Georgia, was interviewed ~t t~e Poli©~ Thep~rtment, Memphis, 
Tennessee, in the pres~nce of Lto roM MARSHALL, Homicide 
Bureau, Memphis Police Departnnent o, Rce)V o LEE voluntarily 
furnished the following inform~tion: 

Rev. LEE stated that h® c~m~ to Memphis on April 3, 
1968, with Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 9 JRo, and had been staying 
at the Lorraine Motel sine~ his arriv~lo He was registered 
in Room 205 and was ~lone in that JtO)om., He advised that 
Dr. KING was registered in Room 306 with Revo ABERNATHY, and 
their room was immediately abow~ his ~~done door south of 
his unit. 

Rev. LEE stated th~t he and Dro KING and all members 
of their party had been ar~und the Lorraine Motel most of the 
day. Re advised that he dres~ed for dinner and left his 
motel room at approxim~tely 5:45 to 5~50 P.M, and went to the 
court yard of the Lorraine Mot~l where he joined other 
members of the staJ.ff of .. the Southern Christian Leadership ~~i~ ·,,: r_ ., ,, ,-, 
Conference (SCLC) ~nd loc~l community p®ople. LEE stated at 
that time he was standing about three f®et from the steps 
on the.north end of the court y~rd which led to the second 
floor of the motel. He s~id he saw Dr. KING come out of 
his room· at approximately 6:00 P.Mo and ·nro KING walked out 

·on the balcony in front of that r<0>om. Hevo LEE stated about 
that time his attention wa~ directed t© two female workers, 
names unknown, who wer<e following one t'»f the staf·f cats of 
SCLC as they dr~ve into the Lorraine Motel. He said as he 
was looking at these individuals 9 he h~~rd a shot and knows 
that the shot came from across the stre®t in front of Dr. 
KINGis room and which would be ~oming from the west. Rev. 
LEE said he immediately realized that thifSJ was not a fire­
cracker and that it was a shot from~ high caliber rifle. 
He said he based this on his experi~nc~ in the U. So Air 
Fo~ce and pointed out that h~ h~s fi~~d the M-2 carbine as 
well as the .22 caliber rifl®. He said h~ immediately knew 
that this was not a blast from a sh@tgu~ but from a high caliber 
rifleo Rev. LEE stated he imm~diately Looked toward the 

on_4_/_4_/_6_8 ___ at Memphifjts,
1 

Tenness~e 
\ """\ \J I 

. ~~--LJ-2d 
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buildings which were to the west of him but said be did not 
see ~nyone in any of the windows of th~se buildings who could 
have fired that shot. He sraid bee only recalls seeing some 
white police officers who h~d shotguns but knew at the time 
that this shot w~s not f1"om ra. shotgun but from a high caliber 
rifleo Reve LEE s~id he turned and l~oked ~t Dr. KING and saw 
that he had fallen b~ck ~nd was lying on the floor of the 
b~lcony. He s~id he bcelieved th1a1t hlte satw Dr. KING's hands 
leave the railing of the balcony and that this indicated to 
him that Dr. KING w~s le~~ing over the b~lcony rail at the 
time of the shootingo Rev. LEE s~id he S$W Rev. YOUNG 
running up the steps which were on th~ north end of the motel 
leading up to the second floor~ and be immediately started 
to where Dr. KING w~ss> following beh:ind Rev. YOUNGo He said 
when he re~ched Dr. KING 9 Dro KING w~s lying on the balcony 
floor in a large pool of blood. He ~dwised that he could 
tell that~ bullet h$d torn out~ secti~rn of the right side 
of Dro KING 9 s f&1ce between the high tCheek bone and the 
lower bone of the jaw. Rev~ LEE said he imm®diately asked one 
of the police officers who had rushed to Dr. KING to call an 
ambulance and he said ~n ambul$nce ~ppe~red on the scene 
shortly thereaftero 

Rev. LEE pointed out th~t he only he~rd one shot and 
is of the positive opinio~ t~$t this s~~t c~me from a high 
powered rifle &1nd defi~it~ly not ~ny typ~ ©f ~ shotgun, He 
advised he did not see anyone fleeing the ~re$ around the 
motel who might have ~ny connectio~ with the person who shot 
Dr. KING and st~ted tha1t ~t tlhl.e time of thee slhootilllg he did not 
see anyone on the b$lCO)K!J of the motel with Dro KING. 

Rev. LEE co~tirnu~d by $dvisi~g th~t the only in­
dividuals he can identify by name who were in the court yard 
of the Lorraine Motel ~t the time of the shooting were Rev. 
ANDREW YOUNG, Attorney CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, $lld Mr. SOLOMON 
JONES. Rev. LEE st~ted th~t th~r~ were other individuals 
at the motel at the time of the shooting but he cannot 
identify them by n~meo Revo LEE stated th~t Rev. ABERNATHY 
was in Room 306 at the time of the shooting ~nd was probably 
the first person to ~rrive ~t Dro KJING's side after the 
shooting. Rev. LEE st~t®d that whe~ he $rrived at the place 
where Dr. KING was lyi@g, Dr. KING w~s unconscious but did 
attempt to make some sounds which he ~ould ~ot understando 
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Rev. LEE advised that Dr. KING w~s put in an ambulance, and 
Rev. ABERNATHY accomp~nied him to the hospital. 

Rev. LEE advised that he h~s no idea who is 
responsible for shooting Dro KING and said he noticed nothing 
at the time of the shooting which might be of value to identify 
this individual. He reiterated that he was not looking at 
Dr. KING at the time he was shot but was looking in the area 
of the court yard around the Lorraine Motel. He stated these 
are all of the facts that he can recall at the present time 
regarding the shooting of Dr. KING and the events which happened 
immediately after the shooting. 
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Mr. J. L. MESSER, 422½ South Main Street, Apartment 
5, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the following information: 

Mr, MESSER, speaking in a very loud tone, stated 
that he was extremely hard of hearing and was almost deaf. 
He stated that he did not know anything had happened that 
was out of the ordinary on April 4, 1968, and that he was in 
his room the entire day. He stated he did not know anything 
had occurred until that morning, April 5, 1968, when Mrs. 
BREWER told him that someone had been killed. Mr. MESSER 
stated that he bas been having trouble with his back and 
that he spends most of his time either in bed or sitting down 
in his room. 

matter. 

On 4/5/68 

SA J 

He stated he could furnish no information in this 

35 

~P-t:R/ 
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Mrs. JESSIE LEO LEDBETrER, 422! South Main Street, 
Apartment l=B, Memphis, Tennessee, was interviewed with the 
following results: 

Mrs. LEDBETTER is a deaf mute and an attempt was 
made by Agents to communicate with her by writing questions 
on paper and using various hand and head motions. Mrs. 
LEDBETTER was unable to furnish any information of value in 
this matter. 

~l>-~~ 
On _4_/_5_/_6_8 ___ at ____ ..,..__...,T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ____ File # Memphis 44-1987-M!: 

SA JACK D • VAHRENWA n~ ;/; V~ 
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1 Date 1:1:/11/68 

Tho following t1ero.s wc.rE~ rec,eived by SA ROBERT 
FTT.:CPl\THJCK tromSAC ROBEH'f G1 JENSEN at the FBI Office 1 

t.i4l l•'ecioral Building z Memphis, l'ennessee; 

1) 

2) 

3) 

One pair of men's shorts (waist band 
in unstretched condit,ion, one side measures 
approximately 11-3/4 'inches., which would be 
waist band of approximately 23-1/2 inches) 

T--shirt 1 size 42-44 .~ designated nJockey Power 
Kn it~'' 1"'-shirt large size,, It appears 011 
visual examination t ha, t hf' lower port ion of 
the T-shirt has been cut. 

' 

One board which is part of a window sill 
in the window of a bathroom at 422½ South 
Main Street, Memphis, 

These items were personally taken by SA ROBERT 
FITZPATRICK to the FBI Laboratory, washingtonl D~ C, 

SA ROBBRT FITZPATRICK left the Memphis FBI Office 
at 6:15 p.,11\., April 6, 1968, en route Metropolitan Airport 1 

Memphis• Tennessee.. SA FITZPATRICK arrived at the Airport 
at 6:40 p'imit, boarded American Airlines Flight #132 en route 
Washington., D .. C1 11 at Washington National Airport,. 

St\ F,ITZPATRICK arrived at Washington National Airport, 
Washington, Dt C~, at 9:45 p~m~, and personally delivered the 
aforement.ionea evidence to SA JAMBS CADIGAN ot the Document 
Sect ionl FBI, Washington, D,il c\t;, at 9 :55 p., mu 

SA FITZPATR.JCK had these items of evidence in his 
possession at all t 11118S unt 11 they were personally delivered 
by SA ROBBRT FITZPATRICK to Washingt.011 1 D" C"., and ultimately . 
released to SA JAMBS CADIGAN of the .JlBI Laboratory i Washington.,D_.C,_., 

On __ 4..:-,../_6/..._6_8 __ at Mem his 
~JJ-J/3 
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~1fr. JOHN MC FERREN, Somerville, Tennessee, was 
interviewed at the Peabody Hotel, Memphis, Tennessee, in 
the presence of Inspector N. E. ZACHARY, Mr. BAXTON BRYANT 
of the Tennessee Council on Human Relations, and Attorney 
DAVIDE. CAYWOOD. Mr. MC FERREN stated that he had some 
information he wished to furnish concerning the shooting of 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Mr. MC FERREN advised that on the afternoon of 
April 4, 1968, he traveled from Somerville, Tennessee, to 
Memphis, Tennessee, to pick up his supplies for his grocery 
store. He advised that he departed from the Fineburg Meat 
Company, 2875 Starling Road, Memphis, at approximately 4:20 ~-
P.M. He said he traveled directly to the Farmers Market 
located on Scott Street and after arriving purchased a sack 
of potatoes from a Negro man, name unknown, at the market. 
He then went to the place where he normally buys his produce 
and stated he does not know the name of this particular firm 
but said it was possibly the LL&L Produce, 814 Scott Street. 
He said this business is operated by a large, heavy set white 
man, who weighs approximately 300 pounds and is of possible 
Puerto Rican extraction and who can be identified because his 
teeth are set apart from each other. MC FERREN stated after 
arriving at this company he walked up to the door to the 
office and noticed that the heavy set man was sitting at his 
desk with his back to the door and talking on the telephone. 

MC FERREN stated that the heavy set man did not see 
him at that time. He stated he heard the heavy set man say, 
"Kill the s.o.B. on the balcony and get the job done. You 
will get your $5,000." According to MC FERREN, a white 
man who is thin in build and who has a scar on his right cheek, 
saw him about that time and asked him what he wanted. MC FERREN 
replied that he was there to pick up some produce and this 
man told him to go on to the back and help himself. 

MC FERREN said he went back to the rear portion of 
this office and shortly thereafter heard the telephone ring. 
The phone was answered by the man with the scar, and MC FERREN 
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said he could not hear what this man said. The man then 
handed the phone to the heavy set man, and MC FERREN said he 
heard this _man say, "Don't come out here. Go to New Orleans 
and get your money. You know my brother." MC FERREN con­
tinued by advising that he bought his produce and wanted 
to purchase two bushels of apples. He said he saw apples at 
the LL&L Produce Company, but they referred him to another 
store and told him that he could get his apples there. 
MC FERREN believes that he was only at the LL&L Produce 
Company for approximately ten minutes and this was sometime 
between 4:45 P.M. and 5:15 P.M. 

JOHN MC FERREN continued by advising that approxi­
mately a week prior to April 4, 1968, he was at the LL&L 
Produce Company at which time the heavy set man, the man with 
the scar, and approximately three other white men were in 
a group talking. He said he heard the heavy set man say at 
this time, "They ought to shoot the s.o.B~~ MC FERREN advised 
that immediately after this the~·heavy set man walked over 
to him and said, "What do you think about King and his mess?" 
MC FERREN told the heavy set man that he tended to his own 
business. 

MC FERREN advised that he arrived at his store in 
Somerville at approximately 6:15 P.M. He said immediately 
thereafter WILLIAM C. ANDERSON telephonically advised him that 
KING had been shot. He said on the following day his wife 
told him about the description of the person who possibly 
shot KING, and he said according to this description the 
individual was approximately 5'6" tall. He said he saw the 
sketch which appeared in the Commercial Appeal and which 
was supposed to be a likeness of the unknown individual who 
shot KING and when he compared the description~ furnished by 

) . 

his wife from the paper and the sketch which appeared in the 
paper he thought of a person who was employed at the LL&L 
Produce Company sometime last summer. He thinks this man 
might be identical to the person who actually shot KING and 
stated that this individual is a cross between an Indian, a 
Cuban, or a Mexican. According to MC FERREN, this person 
has a very yellow complexion, has "jungle rot" on his neck, 
and definitely gives the impression of being a Puerto Rican 
or a Cuban and definitely not an American. MC FERREN also 
said, "This person is not 5 feet 6 like they said in the 
paper, but he is real tall. He is at least 5 feet 9." 
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MC FERREN also advised that the person who he thinks might be 
identical to the person who shot KING weighs 140 pounds, 
has a slender build, and is approximately 25 years old. He 
could furnish no further description regarding this person or. 
any further information of value to identify him. 

JOHN MC FERREN stated that he discussed what he had ' 
heard on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, with his wife and 
also discussed. with his wife the possibility that he knows the 
identity of the person who shot KING. He said he was afraid 
to tell any person other than his wife and did not mention 
it to anyone except Mr. BASTON BRYANT, whom he advised at 
approximately 7:00 P.M. on April 7, 1968. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F'D-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64) • • , . •• I 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

/,.. Date _4_/_l_l_/_6_8 ____ _ 
1 d 

Mr. JOHN MC FERREN,,~erville, Tennessee, was 
interviewed a crfiE{•'·'Peab·Bcf·y lfote 1, Memphis, Tennessee, in 
the presence of Inspector N. E. ZACHARY,· Mr. BAXTON BRYANT 
of the Ten.nessee Council on Human Relations, and Attorney 
DAVIDE. CAYWOOD. Mr. MC FERREN stated that he had some 
information he wished to furnish concerning the shooting of 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Mr. MC FERREN advised that on the afternoon of 
April 4, 1968, he traveled from Somerville, Tennessee, to 
Memphis, Tennessee, to pick up his supplies for his grocery 
store. He advised that he departed from the Fineburg Meat 
Company, 2875 Starling Road, Memphis, at approximately 4:20 
P.M. He said he traveled directly to the Farmers Market 
located on Scott Street and after arriving purchased a sack 
of potatoes from a Negro man, name unknown, at the market. 
He then went to the place where he normally buys his produce 
and stated he does not know the name of this particular firm 
but said it was possibly the LL&L Produce, 814 Scott Street. 
He said this business is operated by a large, heavy set white 
man, who weighs approximately 300 pounds and is of possible 
Puerto Rican extraction and who can be identified because his 
teeth are set apart from each other. MC FERREN stated after 
arriving at this company he walked up to the door to the 
office and noticed that the heavy set man was sitting at his 
desk with his back to the door and talking on the telephone. 

MC FERREN stated that the heavy set man did not see 
him at that time. He stated he heard the heavy set man say, 
"Kill the s.o.B~ on the balcony and get the job done. You 
will get your $5,000." According to MC FERREN, a white 
man who is thin in build and who has a scar on his right cheek, 
saw him about that time and asked him what he wanted. MC FERREN 
replied that he was there to pick up some produce and this 
man told him to go on to the back and help himself. 

MC FERREN said he went back to the rear portion of 
this office and shortly thereafter heard the telephone ring. 
The phone was answered by the man with the scar, and MC FERREN 
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said he could not hear what this man said. The man then 
handed the phone to the heavy set man, and MC FERREN said he 
heard this _man say, "Don't come out here. Go to New Orleans 
and get your money. You know my brother." MC FERREN con­
tinued by advising that he bought his produce and wanted 
to purchase two bushels of apples. He said he saw apples at 
the LL&L Produce Company, but they referred him to another 
store and told him that he could get his apples there. 
MC FERREN believes that he was only at the LL&L Produce 
Company for approximately ten minutes and this was sometime 
between 4:45 P.M. and 5:15 P.M. 

JOHN MC FERREN continued by advising that approxi­
mately a week prior to April 4, 1968, he was at the LL&L 
Produce Company at which time the heavy set man, the man with· 
the scar, and approximately three other white men were in 
a group talking. He said he heard the heavy set man say at 
this time, "They ought to shoot the s.o.B~U MC FERREN advised 
that immediately after this the~' heavy set man walked over 
to him and said, "What do you think about King and his mess?" 
MC FERREN told the heavy set man that he tended to his own 
business. 

MC FERREN advised that he arrived at his store in 
Somerville at approximately 6:15 P.M. He said immediately 
thereafter WILLIAM C. ANDERSON telephonically advised him that 
KING had been shot. He said on the following day his wife 
told him about the description of the person who possibly 
shot KING, and he said according to this description the 
individual was approximately 5'6" tall. He said he saw the 
sketch which appeared in the Commercial Appeal and which 
was supposed to be a likeness of the unknown individual who 
shot KING and when he compared the description$ furnished by 
his wife from the paper and the sketch which a~peared in the 
paper he thought of a person who was employed at the LL&L 
Produce Company sometime last summer. He thinks this man 
~1ight be identical to the person who actually shot KING and 
:;tated that this individual is a cross between an Indian, a 
Cuban, or a Mexican. According to MC FERREN, this person 
nas a very yellow complexion, has "jungle rot" on his neck, 
and definitely gives the impression of being a Puerto Rican --­
or a Cuban and definitely not an American. MC FERREN also 
said, "This person is not 5 feet 6 like they said in the 
paper, but he is real tall. He is at least 5 feet 9." 
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MC FERREN also advised that the person who he thinks might be 
identical to the person who shot KING weighs 140 pounds, 
has a slender build, and is approximately 25 years old. He 
could furnish no further description regarding this person or 
any further information of value to identify him. 

JOHN MC FERREN stated that he discussed what he had . 
heard on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, with his wife and 
also discussed with his wife the possibility that he knows the 
identity of the person who shot KING. He said he was afraid 
to tell any person other than his wife and did not mention 
it to anyone except Mr. BASTON BRYANT, whom he advised at 
approximately 7:00 P.M. on April 7, 1968. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
<~' -

Date _____ 4_/_l_l_/_6_8~-
I •,;: 
f J The f ioll<0,, iirng i•t~ms we~e rec~ ived by SA ROBERT 
J FITZPATRICK f~om S.A\C ROBBR'f G9 JllNSIN at the FBI Off ice, 
;; 841 Federal Build iITTlg, M®mphis, T~nnessee: 

1) 0~1gin~l registr~tio~ card with the name 
ERIC s. GAL"r, 260)8 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, 
Al~b~m~, who ~CC,O~ding to the card had Room 34 
and g~ve car lic@nse No 0 138993, State of 
Alabam~. Arr1v~l date is shown as April 3, 
1968 1 and m~ke of car is listed as Mustang. 
This card is the property of VIC DUPRATT's 
New Rebel Moto~ Hotel, 3466 Lamar 1 Memphis, 
Tennessee. Th~ r~veroo side of this card 
h~s the following information thereon: 
Name: naolt, E. S 0 ~

0 

Room: 34~ 
Rate: 6 0 24 
Arr1val d2te: ig4/3 ° 
Departure date: v,4;4 ° 

SA ROBERT FI'l"ZPATR.lCK per~on2lly delivered these 
items to the Memph:ts Metropol it~n Airport ~nd personally handed 
these items to Olptain C0 M. VICKERS, American Airlines Flight 
No 4 132 which was sch~duled to le~ve Memphis at 6:45 p.m., CST, 
April 9g 1968, and ~rrive W~~hington Nation~l Airport, Washington, 
D0 C0 , at 9:29 p 0 m0 , EST, 

/ 

On __ 4/_9_/_6_8 __ at Memphis 

Sl\s ROBBRT F lTZPA'I'lUC.K ~ V 
by BUGBNB AO DOOR I a J~♦ RF: gmh Date dictated __ 4_/_l_O_/_a_S ___ _ 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU 01: INVESTIGATIOI~ 

Da~ _ April 11, 1968 

1 

Mrs. SADIE MOORE, .Ma:ldj New Rebel Motor Hotel, 
3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that she is 
responsible for the servlce to the room..~ on the east side 
of the hotelo She stat(~d that she very seldom notices people 
who check into the f::ast half o:f' th~ hotel. Shf~ cannot remember 
anything concerning the individual who checked into Room 
Number 34 on the ev(lrLing of Ap:itt>il 3, 1968, a.nd checked out 
the following da.y. She further stated that she cannot 
remember seeing any Mustangs r»n Ap:rll :1 or 4, 1968, and, in 
fact, she is not famd.liar w.it h thif~ va.rtous makes of cars, and 
pays n6 attention whatsoever t•, them or their license plates. 

This docum~~t cont~ins neither rncomnlf'ndaho~s n_nr f:ondusi,Plrn of the FBI. It is tlrn property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency, 1t and its contents are not to he chstnhut.ed onhnde your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date 4/12 /68 

OLIVIA HAYES, maid, Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 
Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that she was on 
duty at that motel from 12:00 noon until 8:00 p.m., April 3 and 
4, 1968. 

She advised that she was f'cleaning up\ 1 the rooms on 
April 3, 1968, and worked as a desk clerk on April 4, 1968. 

She advised that she was not in a position to observe 
anyone on Mulberry Street on April 3, 1968, since she was 
cleaning up on the inside. She further advised that she could 
not observe Mulberry Street from her location behind the desk 
on April 4, 1968, and did not see anyone on Mulberry when she 
took her work breaks. 

HAYES said that ro one made inquiries concerning Dr. 
KING to her and no one acted suspiciously on either date, that 
she could recall. 

She stated she could recall nothing relating to t~e 
assassination of Dr. KING and could furnish no information at 
all. 

on __ 4_/_4_/_6_8 ___ at Memphis, ~~ssee 
,Jid-·D-~'/ 

File # Memphis 44 .... 1987 -42' 
SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON & A 

b SA JOHN W .. BAUER:SJ.ID:cJ·s ~:~\_ 1
1, 4/10/68 Y ------------~:;...._-1..w~'I:!. ..... ,:.<---------Date dictated ---------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Da~ __ 4~/~13'-..-G~B-____ _ 

WALTER LANE BAILEY, owner, Lorraine Motel and Hotel, 
406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the following 
information: 

He has owned the Lorraine Motel and Hotel since 1945 
and Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING had stayed there on approximately 
twelve occasions since 1958v To the best of his knowledge, 
Dr. KING had never received any threats on his life while staying 
at the hotel. To-his knowledge, no one had been acting in a 
suspicious manner, -'such as asking questions about Dr. KING~'s 
whereabouts, nor had he heard of anyone walking or driving up 
Mulberry looking as if he were ucasingu or "sizing up1t the 
location during any of Dr. KING's visits. 

He stated he did not know Dr. KING very well but be­
lieved he was acting very strangely on April 4, 1968. He saitt- that 
Dr. KING normally was very businesslike in manner and nee- 1'joked 
aroundn but on that date at the motel he was very jovial and was 
:rteasing and cutting up 11

• He believed this type 0£ behavior was 
out of-character with Dr. KING'S past activities and thought it 
strange but could attach no meaning or significance to it. 

Mr. BAILEY said he heard what he thought was a shot 
at approximately 6:00 p.m., on April 4, 1968, while he was in 
the northern lower section of his hotel. He could feel the 

Entire hotel shake when the shot went off. He ran outside and 
looked up and saw Dr. KING lying on the balcony in•front of his 
room, which was #306. He said confusion was all around the 
hotel ad he could not recall any details after looking up at 
Dr. KING. 

He said he had absolutely no information or thoughts 
on the assassination of Dr. KING but would notify the FBI 
should he acquire any information of value. 

On 4/4/68 at Memphis, Tennessee 
,::s,wr-:> File# Memphis 44-1987 -?' -

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON ~& ri . 

by _SA __ J_OH_N_W_. _BA_UE_R_:_S_MD_:_c_j_s-,+lftL.,'l~f ___ , ------Date dictated _4_./_10_/_6_8 ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. ·It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




