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Mr. PARY~R stated he stayed .I~Ji hJ&;-1 bz.1oth the entire time, 
and did not look out the window at anv time until he left. 

c.,:, 

He said he was not aw:arf~ of what oc;C;Ul"red out in the street, 
and in the immediate a.rea until Mr. JOWERS asked him if he had 
heard the shooting.. He statecl he told JOWERS he had not heard 
any shooting, and was shortly there.aftrn:" advised that MARTIN LUTHER 
KING had been shot.. He sta:l.t(*d he definitely did not hear 
any shot fired while he wa,s in ~Jtm 'rs Grill. 

Mro PARKER stated hi€~' did not notice any new faces 
in Jim's Grill while he was th(:',ioe, but commented the only , 
individual he actually knew w~M3 GE10HGlt~ HARDING, who shared the 
booth with h.im. He said ht, knrJw there were a number of regular 
customers in Jim's Grill, and these were young men who are employed 
by the· Tayloe Paper Comp&U]y, bnt h~":? Is completely unfamiliar 
with their nameso 

Mr o PARKER statf1d th,lf't only car he can remember on the 
street in front of or in the i,m1~~~}dia te area of Jim's Grill 
when he entered Ji.m 11 s Grill was M:t" o JOWERS' white Cadillac. 
He stated he cannot recall anv individual or individuals either 

C,' 

walking or running in the :im.m~ditt t,e ,R:rea of ~Tim's Grill when 
he entered to have his meal. Hf~ stated he can furnish no 
informat.ton whatsoever t~oJ11ce1°nLng: the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING on April 4, 1968. 
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Date Apri-1 1...5-,--1 . ...,,__9~68...._ __ 

Mr .. JIMMIE RI CHA HD S.A:NIJER,S j 1687 Childers Street 
CF:rayse:r),, :Memp.his, Tonint~f-:;s~~ 1r~ 1 i:l.dvts;f:~d he is employed at 
Wood Parts, Inc.:, 1590 Texas St1"eet, Memphis, Tennessee o 

Mr. SANDERS stated that on thfJ e,vre}ning of April 4, 1968, he 
le ft his place of bus:i :n(~ss at' WrJ)cod. Parts, Inc o at approximately 
4:00 Poiloi, and took a bU,;'3 t(~ u,~; Af'(•_;:iJ,de RE'Staurant, located at 
the corner of Calh~un Street :a.nd. S«)uth Main Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, which iS approximntely one long block from Jim's 
Grill, located at 418 Sooth M.2iJn Stl"f!f:it, Memphis, Tennessee. 
Mr .. SANDERS statt~d hJ:?2 w:tflked f1"om th1t:~ intersection of South Main 
Street and Calh~)un St:ll'.'("-E'lt ttti1 ,JLmfls Gt11 ill, and arrived at 
Jimis Grill at approximately ~:00 Pem~ He stated he was alone, 
and entered J:lm 0 s G:ieill fox· hL'-', t>vcniug meal. He stated his 
re·'lSfll'n f"')'il"' O•'.".tt 1i·no- ""'-j'. y-J-~ ~ry•~·si {;.ll"'t .] ·t ;,v·1t~•' t,,,IP>f':'r:}ifts•~ he,, had re,. .. t,ec·1 

4'.l, •-~ •~" 't • ~• _ .-If ,~JI ~<• ,-1-, ¥1C:t•, ., ,;A- ~).J )~ ,(,.lf.. It~. ~, ,, .,l\JiA ,.,._'), "'--...2, JL, ,--!-,- c>,.., ,/;":;, 'f:,:W ,t,. ,-._':j', ~__;, ",-~/ --!7 -~ ~A. 'R ~ • • j,4 A .J_., p_., 

x~oom at 390½ Si:lui:h M:::J,in St Jt"Cl': t J~o:rr· t h1*1:;e o:t" fou:r days, which is 
'in thE:! immed:tatf~ arr~tR c))f "Jim 'iri c;x•ill .. 

Mr .. SA1'1DERS st~tr1d ho sHt i:n a booth for a while 
.n:nd at the counte:r fox· :a whi l , oI"<iir:~x't~d his evening meal, and 
had several beers. 

Mr.. SANf .. rr.;Rs ~1dv:i 1-H~d thva t ·wht l~~ he was eating his 
ffH'1al, he recalls that rit J.!ppI''!l;,; Ui;1:1t"d.y b:00 p.m. a Deputy fi.11Eiriff 
came to the door of Jim 1 s Grill nnd advised evervone in the - - .. M 

Grill to remain there until advised they could leave. He said 
that at the t :i.mt~ ht~ ht1d r~o JJl Dvs to why f1veryone was told to 
r;tay.. He said somf~'tJmo late~(' (-:ivnJ"Yf)JH~ tn Jtm 's Grill learned 
that MARTIN LIJrHER KING h;,'-J,d boQn shot that evening from somewhere 
ln the immediate area o.f Jim, 1 

~; Gri 11 e, Mr. SANDERS sta tc1d he 
did not hf:JJar tht~1 sl'ic»t thJ:it wrius fLit'fJe:::l that killed MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, and added hf~ was not H.w;stro that KING was staying in the 
immediate area of Ji.m's Grill~ MT'GI S.ANDERS commented he d.id not 
go to the window to look otit after the Deputy Sheriff instructed 
everyone to st.ay in th:e G:i:r"i ll. 

'.i8~•1'> s A ~_SI'\\!;' lfl·l;J "'•(i '1? t l,:" f"{l" t,;;_<:, ·rri?;'1 «:.'' 'Hif'• t ac.iw• are of a't"\ y ca"Vlls O ·r fl'i,;t~ e ,-'\- .. i-, __ )J,l~}:\,i(I ~,~,~'tf .~_1,..-,,~,_-_ .~i~-:.-· t,rt:~.,.,·:i !!,J,..-!I ~4 .. AA $:> ..__ 

r,e,;-ple v-1.:n t""'""' t';!:·t''t"fl,Pf° nY~~n~··, hf'• V,Y"n'Jifj 11 Pf11 f'JY.,rnl!"i'lt th-,e. ,ntersel'1lt1'C}l') of t-· ., -_ .. -.., 't~ JJ,t~.r tl.,Jt 1. -•• ~)""·' if1/Ji1· ·,J.t, !~. ~ \"i,,, .. ~,,'>::--~;,-~, ,1--!L,~-f/,'&q_l\ ~ c.1-.. tJ ~ 1 I. --- , 

Calhoun Street and sc~uth M,aJ.n to ~Jim's Grill. He stated he is 

Thi r, <locument contains neithN recommend11tions nor cond 1!nH,HB uf the FHL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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ce1"tain there were many cars bcith parked and being driven on 
South Main Street 1 and that there were likely many people 
walking in this area, but added he was not aware of any particular 
individual or any particula.r car in this area. Mr. S.ANDERS 
stated he cannot furnish a:ny i.nformation whatsoever concerning the 
shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ __ 4~/_16~/~6~8 ____ _ 
1 

Lt" JUDSON EUGENE GHORMLE1i\, Deputy Sheriff, 
Shelby County Sheriff As Office, a white male~ age 40, 
residing at 4124 Ronnie Avenue~ telephone ~86-6034, furnished 
the following information~ 

On April 4~ 1968t he was assigned to Tactical 
Unit 10 11 which con$i~ted of thl"(ee vehicles and twelve officers, 
both Deputy Sheriff,s ainid M~mphi~ Police Officers.. 'The 
Deputy Sheriffs~in addition to GHORMLEY a~signed to Tactical 
Unit 10 were We J ~· BEllRY 1 R,. N., Bi\KEIR, W,; A., DU FOUR, Ve V. 
DOLLAHITE, and Re W~ MALEY? Memphl~ Pollce Officers assigned 
to 'Tactical Unit 10 WfYir'e Off1ceir'~ DOUGLitSS, GROSS 9 DUNN, 
LANDERS 9 WRIGHT and MOURIS, 

At about 6~00 PM on April 4i 1968, Tactical Unit 10 
had stopped at the Memph:is Fi11;~ De:partment Engine House 
located at Main and Butler 9 about! blo~k southwest of the 
Lorraine Motel~ and the unit wa~ in that location when a 
Negro male det~ctiv<e :ran into th~ fire ~tat ion a·nd stated 
that Doctor KING had been shot~ Upon hearing this, the 
members of Tactical Unit 10, in~luding GHORMLEY ran east 
on Butler to Mulberry and north on Mulberry toward the 
Lorraine Motel@ Whil~ en ~oute~ GHORMLEY observed a number 
of Negro male~ and femal~~ standing on the balcony of the 
motel pointing towards a building we~t of the motel, the 
front of which was located on S. Main Street~ 

GHORMLEY ~aw Of-ficer DU FOUR Jrunning up the stairs 
of the Lorraine Motel toward the balcony where Doctor KING 11 s 
body was lying" DU FOUR was followed clo~ely by Officer 
BAKERQ DU FOUR and BAKER» in that orderv would have been the 
first officers to reach KINGa 

GHORMLEY al~o ~aw Offi~er LANDERS scale a wall on 
the west side of Mulberry Street and enter a back yard, 
which he later d~termined to have been behind the buildings 
known as 418j 422½ and 424 S~ Main Streete 

~l)-5(:, 
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Se~ing ithe pCfJlople ol.ffi th~ bal<eoIDly pointing toward 
th~ building on Main Sit.:ir~et 9 O:fficc<ei1r GHORMLEY stopped and 
r~t~aced hi~ ~t~p~ arou~d th~ fi~~ ~tation and ran north 
on Main Streete Ash~ approached the building at 424 So 
Main~ he noti(;;ed a ~u1t<ea~~,; bJlu~ imi color si a Jt'ifle box, which 
wa~ prurtly op~n .a1mld what app~~Jt~<dl to bei a blanket lying in 
the doo:irway at 424 So M:a:ilnl e H~~ t':ould l§i8~ the ba!°rel of a 
rifle in the rifle box& At thi~ time, a white male whose name 
he later det®Jf'm:fum~cd wa.~ Mlf',, CAJM' I1F~E ~ cam@ to the door of 424 
So Main and advised him that a white male 9 who CANIPE des-
cribed as tallJ a little on the h~avy ~ide, wearing a dark colored 
possibly black suit, a shi~t and tiep having dark colored 
hair poo~ibly blackj mom@mrtt~ b©folf'~ ha.d depo~ited these 
a1rti<el~~ iim th~ doolt'~ay arncil had tJblCBJrrn :lfUIDl ~outh on Main Streeto 

U~im1g hi5, walki~)=talki~ Jfadio, GHOULEY advised 
hi~ disipatche:rr of the inf·orma.ition pJ.rovid~d by ~ o CANIPE. 
He alSJo gualfded th<eJ a:irt i~ l~~ lyi1n1g :iim the dooriway so no 
one would di~tUlfb th~me Upon t~lkiillg further to Mro CANIPE, 
he l<ear1u~d fJrom CA,NlPI1 th~.t ~h0I"it ly after th® white male who 
left the above described articles in CANIPE'& doorway 1 had 
run south on Main Street, that CANIPE had noticed a white 
Mu~tang automobi l(f;) cd:rfi v~ pa~t tha.t lo<e;ation at a high rate 
of speed headed noJfth oirn Main .. At thi~ time, Officer GHORMLEY 
again us~d hi$ radio to advi5~ hi§ di~patche~ of this 
inf O:!°mation e 

The next offic<Bi1r to a:Jr>2l"iwe at GHORMLEY 11
~ location 

was Office~ DOUGLASS, who d~ov~ th~ ~tatio~ wagon assigned to 
Tactical Unit 10 from it~ location at the fire ~tation to 
a location di:irectly im1 f:wo1rat of 424 Se Main where Officer 
DOUGLASS double palt"ked the ~trftt.iL((»IDl wagon am aided in guarding 
the evidence left by the above described white male. 

Thet next off'iiC~lr' s.t thi~ location was; Deputy 
Sheriff Vo V. DOLLAHITE, w~~ app~oa~h~d the location from 
the north on Mai~ St~~®t ~ft®~ havi~g appa~ently circled the 
block. About thi~ tim® 9 Of'fi~f;)ifa] f1rom the Memphis Homicide 
Squad ar~ivecd at th~ ~<e®lm~ arri1<d1 to(t»k chalrg~ o GHORMLEY 
estimated the total tim~ lap~~~ f~om the time he heard that 
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KING had been ~hot until h~ <dli~3lcow~1r~d ithe ~uitcasie, gun and 
bl1tu'ilk~t, was no mo:1.r~ tharrn 2 or 3 mirnuit~~ o GHORMLEY does not 
rec:all ~@)~ing a whit~ lhll~talrug paX°k1&<dl along the aJrea of So 
Main, which h~ cov~~ed du~ing th~ tim~ imm~diately following 
the ~hooting, n~ither ~oo~ h~ r~call ~~®ing anyone running 
south on Main Street in this same areao 

During th~ in~id~~t d®~c~ib~d above, GHORMLEY was 
dressed in a khaki colored long ~leeve shirt bearing the 
in~ignia of th~ Shelby Cou~ty Sh®~iff 0

~ D~pa~tment 9 and dark 
gl"~e~ uniform trou~~r~~ He wa~ n~t w~a~ing a hat or helmeto 
GHORMLEY recalls that Offic~lf LANDERS, whom h~ ~aw scaling 
the wall across from the Lorraine Motelf was dressed in 
th~ usual M~phi~ Police: D~pa1rtm~ID.1t uniform consi~ting of a 
blue ~hi~t and t~ou~e~s. Offic®r LAJN/DERS wa~ not wearing a 
hat or helmet o GHORML.EY lf'(fNcalJL~ that th~re were 2 Negro males 
in canip~'s-AmuS1~m~;rnt C~ntelt" at the tim~ he wa~ talking to 
CAN!PEo He think~ th~~~ p~~so~ may al~o have seen the above 
describ~d white male deposit the gun 9 suitcase, and blanket 
in CANIPE~s doorway and may al~o hav~ ~e~~ the white Mustang 
speeding nmwth on Sc Main St~~~t i~ f~ont of CANIPE's store. 
He doo~ not know the nam~~ of th@~e Neg1roe~o 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 16 2 1968 

CHARLES ELVIN STONE 1 584 Orchard Drive, :Memphis, 
Tennessee, was interviewed at the Number Two Engine House, 
Memphis Fire Department} 474 South Main -Street~ STONE advised 
that he is a member of the Memphis Fire Department$ and has been 
in this employment for the past three years~ He stated that he was 
on duty at the Firehouse on /~pril 4;; 1968) and was a witness 
to the shooting of DR~ M.\RTIN LUTHER KINGrv He stated that at 
approximately 6;00 P~m~ on that date1' he was in the rear locker 
room of the Fire Department, and was looking out the back 
window across the street to the motel where DRr- KING wa.s staying., 
He advised that DR,, KING \Vas standing on the balcony outside 
of his hotel room~ and was talking to another individual below 
the balcony~ STONE stated that there was another man standing to 
the right of DR, KING~ and a number of other individuals located 
in the courtyard directly below the hotel room of DR~ KINGo 

STONE stated that as KING was talking to the individual 
below himj a shot rang outi and DR, KING fell over backwards. 
STONE stated that he was stunned for a few seconds, and after 
realizing what had happened,, ran inside to the center of the 
firehouse:} and told both the other firemen and the police 
officers that were in the firehouse at that time that DRe KING 
had been shot. At first the officers thought that STONE was 
joking* but one of the other fix•e,men came rushing in saying the 
same thing~ At that instance;; all of the police officers 
rushed out of the firehouse in an attempt to cut off the area 
in which the shooting occurred, STONE stated that at approximately 
ten seconds later-1 he went out the side door of the Fire Department, 
and proceeded towards Mulberry Street, the street on which 
DR~ KING's motel was located. S'TONE stated there was mass 
confusion at the hotel as people were running to see what had 
happened, and the only ones he saw on the street at that time 
were the police offiCe,rs who were converging on the area.,, STONE 
stated that he did not notice any white man in the area 
immediately after the shooting nor did he notice any individual 
wearing a white hood~ STONE stated that after a few minutes, 
he walked to the front of the Firehouset but stated that he did 
not observe any white Mustang on Front Street or in that vicinity. 

On 4/16/68 at Memphis: Tennessee 

SAs EDWARD M. QUINN~~ 
by SHIF~LDS W,, SMITHk-: / EMQ: jms Date dictated __ 4_/'--'l"""-'6-../.._6 __ 8 _____ _ 
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STONE also advised that he did not notice a Mustang of 
that type near the Firehouse at any time during that day. 

STONE stated that with him in the locker room at the· 
time of the shooting were Lieutenant LOENNEKE and Fireman KING., 
both members of the .Fire Department, and a Negro police 
officer, Officer RICHMOND. STONE stated that all of these 
individuals were watching the hotel room at the time DR, KING 
was shot, and all sa·w the actual shooting. STONE stated that 
from the sound of the shot, ht~ thought it came from the parking 
lot located north of the Fire Depai'°tment, but that i.t could 
have been slightly further northo 

STONE advised that he was unable to furnish any positive 
information concerning the individual who fired the shot killing 
DR. KING. 
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1 Da~ April 16, 1968 

on· April 16, l968, a group of five photographs were shown 
to RALPH Me CARPENTER, an employee of York Arms, 162 South Main 
Street, Memphis, Tennessee. The photographs that were shown to 
~im are those of: 

JOHN EDWARD THOMAS, Memphis Police Department No. 32206 

THBOOORI JOHN ADANK, FBI No. 3 871 080 

CLIN'roH CABLE GmSON, Memphis Police Department No. 91407 

ERIC GALT 

ROBERT PIERCE SMITH, also 'known as Richard Smith, 493 Howard 
Street. Whitehaven, Tennessee, USAF No. 14702464, date of 
birth I I• 

4/16/68 Memphis, Tennessee Memphis 44-1987- J1;J..-D-Sj 
On ______ at --------------File#---------~--

SAC ROBERT G. JENSEN~ :ME 4/16/68 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 8, 186S 

On the evening of April 4, 1968·, DR. JERRY T
O 

FRANCISCO, 
Medical Examiner, University of Tennessee, Memphis, Tennessee, 
gave to Lieutenant __ J. D. HAMBY, Homicide 1'ureau, Memph'is · 
Police Department, the bullet removed from: the body of 
the deceased DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING. Lieutenant HAMBY turned 
this bullet over to Inspector No E. ZACHARY·) Honiic;t.de Bureau, 
Memphis Police Department, who, in turn, delivered it to 
Special Agent CYR!~ Fe BUSCH. Special Agent BUSCH hand carried 
this bullet to Spe_qial Agent In Charge ROBERT G. JENSEN, who, 
in turn, furnished_ ,same to Special Agent ROBERT tITZPATRICK, to 
be hand carried to Washington, D.C. 

At 5:10 a.m., on the morning of April 5, i9681. Special Agent FITZPATRICK delivered this bullet to Special 
Agent ROBERT A. FRAZIER, of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Laboratory, Washington, D.C. 

------------------------------------------

On 4 I 4 -5 /68 at __ M_e_m..e.P__,,h4-.i_s-L.-. __ --.-r--_____ File # 
e,46 

SAs CYRIL F. BUSCH 

44-1981-Jµ.j;✓JJ-- &cJ 

by __ ____,:!RO~B!::!.::E~R~T:!:..,_:EA.,,li,..!=!.PE.:..!.!.dr..il.~~JN---.M.......,,.-,J..~--Date dictated _4....,./ ...... 7~/....,6 ... 8 ____ _ 
This document contains neither recommendations or conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



•'!"'" 
FD-302. (Rev. 4-15-64) • • 

FEDERAL BUREAU or-· INVESTIGATION 

Date __ A __ p_r_i_l_S_,----'-1~9_6_8 __ 

Revereimd RALPH DAVID A~iUtM~THY, 690 La Verne Drive, N. W., 
Atlant~ 9 Geo~giai wa~ interwiew~d filt the M~mphis Police Department 
at 10~55 P~~ April 4~ 1968~ Revere~~ ABERNATHY w~~ advised of 
the Ag~nt'si idenntity and of thee lrutm.trnr® of the_matter under investiga­
tion., 

Reverend ABERNATHY, who de~~rib®d him~elf as Vice President 
&tt Larg<e ;and T1°®~SltRl"'t6X° of tlhte SottRth®ll;'ltll Clhnri~ti~n Le~dership 
Conference ii ~t~ted h~ w~~ Dli" o KA.IiTXN LUTHER KING, JRe 's closest 
a~$0{~:i~te ~nd ~tated thi!!t lm@ ®lllld Di"o KING ~,lw~y~ S1hared a room 
whenever they travelled togethero Be stated that at about 10:30 a.m. 
on Ap~il 3 1 1968g h~ ~~d D~. K!N~ ~~gi~t~~~d ~t the Lorraine Motel, 
M~hisp Tennes~e~. 

Revert6nd ABERNATHY ~t~ted that on April 4 9 1968, he and Dro 
KING did not le~ve the motel ~Thd ~P®~t mo~t of the day in their 
room 9 #306, which iS5 loc~t®d on th<e ~®~oIDld floo~ of the motelo 
He ~t~ted th~t he and D~o KING h~d be~~ gon~ from their room for 
~pproximately o~e hour or l~~~ wh~~ th~y returned to the room at 
about 5:30 pom. He said they got dressed as they were going to 
dinnel° ~t the hom~ of R.®we~~flld BILLY llLE alnd that at almost exactly 
6 p.m~ they st~~ted to leave the room$ Reverend ABERNATHY stopped 
for a moment and Dr. KING walk~d out onto the balcony just outside 
the door to hi~ roomo Rev~rezmd ABERNATlff Wia!S ~till ins.iide the 
motel room but ~ould he~~ D~. KING di~~~~~i~g the di~ner engagement 
with other a~~o~i~ tei~ wlmo Re\:1r<er®nd ABERNATHY believes were standing 
i~ the p~rking ~rea of the mot~l u~d~~~eath ~nd to the front of the 
balcony on which Dr$ KING w~~ ~tanding~ 

Reverend ABERNATHY st~t~d he heard ~hat sounded like a fire­
~racker and the~ hea~d the~~~~~~ of per~on~ to whom Dr. KING had 
been t~l~i~go Rev~~~~d ABERNATHY ~®~t then to the balcony and dis­
covered Dro KING lyi~g there wo~~d~d in the right side of the face 
~nd ~ecko He ~~id he b®liev~d D~o KING ~ttempted to ~peak to him 
but w~~ unable to do sio$ B,®W~l°i?nt~,d ABERNATHY said he in~tructed 
~omeone to call ~n ~mb~l~n~~ ~~d th~~ ac~@mpani~d Dro KING in the 
ambulance to th~ hospit~l wh~~e D~a KIN@ ~ub~~q~ently diede 

On 4/4/68 

by .. ~A JOE C • ~S;TIJ.t ~ bill q», -~·. - . . -Date dictated . 4/5/68 · • 
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Reverend ABERNATHY s.tatsd that judging frQm the sound 
of the noise it appeared that the shot came from directly in 
front of the door and not from any great distance. Be stated 
he did not observe anything that would indicate wbo fired the 
shot. Reverend ABERNATHY also stated that while t.bey were in 
the motel room Dr. KING did not, to bis knowledge, receive any 
telephone calls of a threatening nature or calls from persons 
who would not identify themselves. Reverend ABERNATHY said 
Dr. KING had not feared that any particular persons.might 
harm him and Reverend ABERNATHY was unable to suggest any 
suspects or t9 provide any othe.r information which might 
assist in ide~tifying Dr. KI:NG's killero 
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Date _4_/_9_/_6_8 _____ _ 

Rev. ANDREW J. YOUNG, 1088 Weltr~ Circl~, SoW., 
Atl~nta, (]eorgia, h~~~ telephon® 753=8320, business tele­
phone 522-1420, w~s int~rwiew~d by nete©tive R.R. DAVIS, 
Homi~ide Bureau, Memphis, Tceimne~se<e 9 Poli~~ Department, and 
SA EUGENE G. DOUGLASS at the M<emphis Poli~e Department at 
approximately 11:00 P,M. 

Rev. YOUNG ~dvised trumt he is the Executive Vice 
President of the Southern Christi~& teader~hip Conference 
(SCLC). He stated that on April 4, 1968, at approximately 
6:00 P.M. he was at th® L@rr~ine Mot~l, 406 Mulberry, Memphis. 

He advised th~t Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
occupied Room 306 of this motel, and R~w. YOUNG occupied 
Room.209. Be strated that at tipproxim:ately 6:00 P.Mo, April 4, 
1968, they were preparing to got@ dinner with other members 
of the SCLC staff. He ~dvi~®d th~t Dr. KING was standing on 
the second floor on the bal~~nJ portion of the motel and Rev. 
YOUNG was down in the court yfi.rd just 'b~low Dr. KING. He 
advised tbat Dro KING came out ont@ the bal©ony in front of 
Room 306 of the motel and @$ll<ed down to lh°o. SOLOMON JONES, 
JR., who was standing @nth~ ground level and advised · 
lbY •. JOKES to start tlm~ m@t@r of the c~r. Rev. YOUNG stated 
that he overheard Mr.~ JONES ~~Y to Dro KING, "I think you 
need a coat" and then Rev. YOUNG advised that a staff member 
drove up in a ear on th~ driw~w~y of tltn~ un0>tel, and he turned 
away to look at this individ~al. 

At this point b~ st~t®d h® heard a sound and thought 
it was a firecra~ker but t~eo b@ lo@ked up and observed Dr. 
KING lying on his back on t~~ floor of the balcony of Room 
306. Rev. YOUNG stated h~ rmn up th~ stairs to Dr. KING and 
observed that Dr. KING w~s seriou~ly wounded. Be then looked 
across tbe street and obs~n~d police offi~ers coming from 
the area where he thought th® shot m~y ~~we come from but 
stated h~ observed no on@ ~ls~o 

, Rev., YOUNG advi~~d that thee poli~~ officers th.en 
called for a Memphis Fire D<ep~rtoo~~t ~mbul~n~~ a~d he stated 

On _4_/_4_/_6_8 ___ at Memplbli s 9 Te H!nt@s~ee 
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he helped cover Dro KING with a blanket and stated he observed 
that Dr. KING was losing blood rapidly. He stated that at 
this time he checked Dro KING's pulse and noted it was very 
strong. He stated this was just prior to the arrival of the 
ambulance, but he noticed blood coming from the wound on the 
right side of Dr. KING's necko 

Rev. YOUNG stated that when he referred to the area 
from which he thought the shot had come, he was referring 
to a large clump of bushes which is located on the west side 
of Mulberry directly opposite from the area where Dr. KING's 
room was located. Be pointed out that the motel is located 
on the east side of Mulberry. He stated he was standing 
on the ground level below Dr. KING talking to a staff member, 
whose name he could not recall, when he heard the sound which 
he. later determined to be a gunshot. He stated that he would 
not· have been able to observe a flash from a gun being fired 
on the west side of Mulberry as the swimming pool wall 
blocked his view from that area. 

He pointed out that immediately after seeing Dr. 
KING fall he ran upstairs to assist Dr. KING and then looked 
across tbe street but did not see any cars leaving the scene 
in a hurry and saw no individuals who he felt could have been 
responsible for the shooting. 
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April 6, 1968 .. 
Daoo ------=---~~ 

On the evening of April 4, 1968, items listed .... 
below were given by Inspector N,. E. ZACHARY, Homicide Bureau, .. 
Memphis Police Department 9 Memphis, Tennes~ee,to Special Agent 
In Charge ROBERT Go JENSEN, of the Memphis Office of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Inspector ZACHARY personally 
recovered these items from the sidewalk in front of 424 South 
Main Street, Memp~iso These items were then turned over by 
Mr. JENSEN to Spec.ial Agent ROBERT FITZPATRICK, who personally 
delivered these t~:( Special Agent ROBERT A. FRAZIER, of the 
FBI Laboratory, Washington, D~C 0 j at 5:10 a.m. on the morning 
of April 5, 1968. The items deliverep. are as follows: 

(1.) A ·black cardboard box which had originally 
contained a Browning Mauser rifle. At one end of this box 
appears a label bearing Number 1307120 

(2.) ._; ~emington Gamemaster rifle, Model 760, Serial_ .. 
Number 461476, on which is mounted a Redfield telescopic sight. 

(3.) ~n,· empty ammun:i t ion clip removed from this 
rifle by Special Agent In Charge ROBERT G. JENSEN and 
Special Agent ORVILLE V. JOHNSON. 

(4,) An empty shell casing removed from the chamber 
-·<f" '' 

of this rifle by Mr. JENSEN and Special Agent JOHNSON. 

(5.) A box containing nine cartridgese 

(6. ). __ :.A. green and brown herringbone patterned bedspread, 

(7.). _A ~lue plastic zippered suitcase approximately 
twenty by thirty 'inches, which contained the following it ems: 

' . 
(8.) Orie' magnetic tack hammer. 

(9.) One pair of pliers bearing the label, "Rompage." 

(10 o) Standard Oil road map designated, "Georgia - .t'\labama.t 

SAC ROBERT G. JENSEN 
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(11.) The first section of the April 4, 1968, 
i ssu~) of the "Comm.~;~1~,c;ial llppet:al, ,r a da,i ly newspar:HJ1"' published 
at Memphis, Tennessee. 

A Stiind.ard Oil mrip of th(>: United States" 

(14.) Binoculars, trade name, Banner By Bushnell, 
Serial Number DQ 408664. 

(16 .) 

(17.) Gray pap~r t~g bearing an advortiaedent 
York Arms Compaµy~ Memphis, T~nnessee. 

(lf::l.) Glc,a:t.." p1.Btt3tic tin~,,,~ t;,~or1ts.Jiit11g: rt G:l.>iolf;:tt~ Safety 
Razor, Gillette razor blades, an aerosol can 01 Gillette shaving 
... 'ti-('~· a"!it:l\ a (:i~,i?, .;:. t·:~~ 1 '1 IC~ ¾~~-j·:o. '\{ -··i rr~-7.-1,·1" t~i·,~1 ~'-:;;;-{ /~::-~~ .. -·,,~-?, ·t.:-:·:~ r--~ ~-~- -r ;'5t.c·. ~~ l_ .. ,.·.'.-")t-..": 
~;_,,~f C ~ J'.~}3,~-.,;<' , --,. .,..Jl,, •-- c:,,i ~~~ .-~ -:.~ ,,?_,, ~ \; ~'!'f •~ ~11;:' .~ ,~, -~ -"_• , C.!._-t" ... (", ,'s--' . . .t, ••~ ~Jt: ~.,,; '-c-'""':-.~ L•;-, •~:.4 J,,t J''.1-,, j • •••. Y;, :(, ,:;!,. t,_ i_ ~ 

(,f Gillette g,s,ads Vp hair (~X'·2];':]l.rrte A p:t"i,c~{J r1tJ ';,;~ 1~1-:0 a;1per1rs (.lD this 
t}(;i'.;"{ hi~aring tht~ l(ag(HV:i., ,rolt \U,fi" E/<\'Etll ~ ;[hi tch,:::,'F(:-t;' ph,c.'tne 
3E~7~230l, $1.,89<)H 

(28.) 
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(29.) One bottle of One-A-Day vitamin tablets. 

(30.) One small bar of cashmere Bouquet soap, 
bearing on the wrapper an advertisement for Friendship Inns. 

(31.) 

(32.) 

(33.) 

(34 .) 

One small size bar of Cashmere Bouquet soap. 
~ One small':•bar of Cameo soap. 

,• 

One bar of Dial soap. 

One hair brush. 

(35.) One tube of Head and Shoulders shampoo, stamped 
HLiggett Rexall Number 1678, $1.10." 

(36.) One can of Kiwi brown shoe polish. 

(37.) One aerosol can of Palmolive Rapid Shave, 
stamped, ''Liggett Rexall Number 3478, 799." 

(38.) A maroon button. 

(39.) One toothbrush. 

(409) One safety razor, brand unknown. 

(41.) One plastic bottle of Mennen Afta Shaving lotion. 

(42.) Two bobby pins. 

(43.) Brown paper bag containing two unopened cans 
of Schlitz beer, bearing the legend, "Mississippi Tax Paid, 
4 cents.u 

Also delivered to the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Laboratory by Special Agent FITZPATRICK were the following 
three twenty dollar bills, which had been obtained from 
Mrs-. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, it being believed that one of them 
had been given to her on April 4, 1968, by the unknown murderer 
who had rented a room in her rooming house: 

Federal Reserve Note 
Series 1963 A SN F14002844A 

Federal Reserve Note 
Series 1963 A SN H~64663A 

Federal Reserve Note 
Series 1963 SN F06445143A 
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Mr 1ALPII MEREDITH CA\RPNTER 3 4844 Durbin Street, 
TOJjneiSOO, te1ep11)ne 68556l8 advised that he is a 

lemn at the York Arms Compcny loc ted at 162 Sont h 1 in 
trett, Memphi 

Mr CARPENTER recalls that yesterday, April 4 13, 
ho was in the AbOVkn ent loned toro talking to one of tio 
oLhe r a 1osien in the s tore when u mdi vidua 1 entered and 
U)quei) I ly bough t from h Jz m ir of t3uhnoll binoculars 

P(h V (h I ct bred the o I i boi '1 00 in the 
M C\Ti c5 his to be the covrcct 

md, inp ar t , 6 ' Ses his estimate on the fact that 
.'o oro icko ts parading in front of the itore at that 

CARPENTER recalls that as this individual proceeded 
Curthor into the store he turned to this individual, and asked 
if ho could be of assistance. The individual stated that he 

.() rcase some binoeu1.rs and Mr. CARPENTER told 
tt he tho' b ou J W no&uirs and believed the 
: ncs he had in stock were a pair so lUng for $200 and 

m . r soiling for ninetysomo dollars The individual 
td that ho believed these were too high priced for him, 

t. en 1,'r CARPENTER recalled that there might be a' cheaper 
: b:lnocu l in the window and advised the individual 

.oukd ii)d out Mr. CAflPEWfl thereupon went to 
! window In the fi'ont of the store and dot ermined 
t- ü 0.." pl& £t I - o i3uhno 111 binocu Ia rs 

for 

er l:t y 
I Iher roco;nlzod the nme o that he, g:roed that tbe'o 

(• tiçf j O5C utoor raised the 
o h ' ev and uor , not now reca I ec1 

U A i nd ic t. ccl thlat these b t nec u) ars were 

O broiht hCiO binoculns back to 
. nod t hi. I 1 hey were a Ja a noo :1 mport 

:c md I v j. dua i scorned to indicate that 

WE, roca us that the ci.stomer asked if 
were in the box and Mr. CARPENTER advised him 

t o sto vere inst mc Li on in the box, but not much was 
needed to be known to operate the binoculars, other than to 

On at V 14 File # Memphis 441987 
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just place them to th~ eyes ~nd ~djust the eye pieces. Mr. 
CARPENTER recalls that he Wl"Ot(fJl or~ the box in which he 
placed the binoculars the price $39095 and the amount of 
tax which was $1060 and.added the two figures for a total 
of $41055., He placed the s~.l~$ ~lip and the box with the 
binoculars in it in a gray paper b~g which bears the name 
of York Arms on its side., 'l1he biIDl«-Jculrars were in a leather 
or similar type carrying c~se., The ~tore does not record 
or maintain serial numbers for thes~ binoculars and it is 
11ot known what, it a.ny j ser:i~l :irnl,"lmbEir was on this particular 
pair of binoculars. 

Mr. CARPENTER sta teir! th~ t th~ bi.nocula rs were 
Bushnell brand and were 7 by 35 sJzee 

Race: 
Sex: 

· Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 

Eyes: 

Complexion: 
Build~ 
Scars and marks : 
Regional accent: 
Dress: 

,n, ,,., ''.-~ (f~ 

.~s•'.,g.1' ' g u, .:?.\,6'1\r~ :-:.r ,·lj I'}':., ,"!-._,/:t(!iiJ} J' ~Q, g 

G f~;:111;::t 11 :inches 
JlH) P<»nnds to 175 pounds 
rn~1,r~:k t1l" · dark brown, neat, 
t-:;i1~H~h~d ~traight back and not 
partedo It was neither very 
lr»i(])~t' XtH»J" shaggy. 
Color not recalled; no glasses 

·r- 1-~ •·fr~ ,,.,. 
, .. t1 .... , \.\,.} ,~)! ~} 

w.,,.r;1 !fc' ~n ,ii o ,. 1>-;Jl 
!\''<·~•,;;)~); I, ~.,l,t1., 

M1t}n® :t"(rca lled 
Horn~E :a-~rrtic~d 
lr)l}J:t)k ~~uit i> not known whether 
01" ,nii)1't pants matched coat, but 
r~;«':.~.11~1 p~·nts did not contrast 
with coat; color of shoes not 
ltXJ)t1l~Jr] but not in sharp contrast 
t~'J ~th@1"' clothing~ no hat worn; 
~h1te shirt with noticeably wide 
spac@ at tbe.collar 1 neat looking; 
dark tie with light stripe which 
oover~d entire tie, which was 
tJ@it~ t11 rt long slender knot which 
did not fill the space between 
the collarsi tie was noticeably 
:pul].®'d to one sidef) 1u,t in keeping 
,11t~11 tt<t~IDJ~r~l.ly ne~t appearance of 
r:~JJ.~~tfGtw1®Jr~ '.it'.llO jewelry 1~ememberedo 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



... .. 

ME 44<>C>l987 
3 

• • 

' ' 

Facial characteristics: Average fullness; nothing 
regarding the eyes, nose, 
~ars or oth~r features 
noticeable. Customer's 
hands were.neat, though 
nothing outstanding was 
noticed about them.• 

Mr., CARPENTER recalls th~t the individual reached 
into his right f·ront pants pocket to get the money with wtiich 
to pay for the binoculars., The money was not in a billfold 
or a money clip. The customer withdrew two $20 bills from 
a roll which contained several other bills, at least two of 
which Mr. CARPENTER believes were $20 bills. The customer 
also took a $lo00 bill from this roll and then reached into 
his other-front pocket with his left hand and secured two 
quarters and a nickel 9 making a total of $41.55 for the 

- I 

paymento After purchasing the binocqlars, the customer 
walked from the store and Hr. CARPENTER told him to "hurry 
back" or some similar parting st~tement,, and the custoaer's 
reply is not recalled 1 if any was made. Mr. CARPENTER does 
not know which direction the customer took after leaving the 
store. 

Mr. CARPENTER does not recall ever having seen 
this indivi<tual before in_the store or elsewhere, but feels 
relatively certain that if he sees bim again he would be 
able to recognize him. 

The customer 9 While in the store, did not ask to 
see any other merchandise suc.b as rifles or guns or 
ammunition of any ~ind~ and made no inquiry at all concerniDI 
any other merchandiseQ 

Mr., CARPENTER stated that when the customer entered 
the store CARPENTER was near th~ front of the store talking 
to Mr., VERNON YORK .. Further b~ck :ln the store be believes 
CHARLES GIBSON was near the cash reg:ister 11 and Mr. HUGH 
BADDLEYl' a clerk, was also somewhere in the store. He believes 
also that possibly Mr. CORDRA YORK, JR., may have been in 
the store, but he doos not know whether or not any of these 
individuals took notice of the customero 
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Mro CHAUNCEY ESKRIOOE, 123 We~t Madison Street, Chicago, 
Illinois, was intervi~~~d ~t th~ Memphi~ Police Headquarters at 
12~05 aom~, April 5~ 1968~ Mr~ ESKRIOOE wa~ advised of the 
interviewing Agent'~ id®~tity ~nd of the nature of the matter 
under investig~tion. 

Mr~ ESKRIDGE, who identified himelf as General Counsel 
for the Southern Chri~tian L~ader~hip Confe~ence, advised that 
he ~rrived in Memphi~, Tennes~e~, ~t ~pp~oximately 11:30 a.m. 
on April 4, 1968~ He ~tated he h~d been with Dr, MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR~ during a portion of the d~y on April 4j 1968, and at 
about 5:45 pom~ wa~ standing in th® parking area of the Lorraine 
Motel when Dr. KING walked out of hi~ motel room onto the second 
floor balcony of the motel and l®~n~d over ~nd began to discuss 
his dinner engagement with other pe~~ons who were standing below 
the balcony., 

Mr. ESKRIDGE stated he w~s standing with his back to 
Mulberry Street ~nd w~s f~cix:ng Dro KING when he heard to his 
right rear a sound like a firecracker~ He looked to his rear 
momentarily to see if someone were behind him and when he looked 
toward Dro KING again he saw him lying on his back on the balcony. 
Mr9 ESKRIDGE said he heard only one shot fired and he recalled 
th~t Dr~ KING was standi~g in front of his motel room at the 
time he was struck~ He $t~ted he believed the shot came from 
th~ area of the houses ove~looking Mulberry Street or from the 
high grass in the yards which were b~hind the houses overlooking 
Mulb<eJrry Streets 

Mr~ ESKRIDGE ~t~ted he h~d been ~t~nding in the parking 
area of the Lorraine Motel for approximately 5 to 10 minutes 
prior to the shot and he h~d not Ob$erved anyone in the area who 
he believes might have fired the shot~ He said he did not know of 
~nyone who wished to harm Dr~ KING and he ~tated he had no other 
i~formation which he felt might ~s~ist in identifying Dr. KING's 
killer~ 
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Mr. JULIUS Le GRAHAM 9 Apartment 5 9 804 North 
Fifth Street, Memphis~ Tennessee 9 tel~phone number 527-3817, 
employed as general a~~istant at th~ Church of God in 
Christ Publishing Hou~e 1 930 Ma~on Streetp Memphis, Tennessee, 
telephone number 526=1169, furnished the following information 
to Lt. J. Do HAMBY, Homicide Burea~p Memphis Police Department, 
and Special Agent FRANKLIN L$ JOHNSON~ 

He accompanied Mr. BERNELL FINLEY from their 
place of employment to Canipe Amu~~ment Company, 424 South 
Main Street, Memphis, where they arrived about 5:30 P.M. 
on April 4, 19680 He recall~ that as th~y approached the 
store, proceeding north on Main Streetp there were no parking 
spaces on the east side of Main in the block in front of 
this storeo He also recalls that a~ they were looking for 
a parking space there definitely w~re two white cars in 
the parking spaces in front of and to the south of Canipe 
Amusement Companye The second of the~e two white cars, or 
the one slightly south of the CANIPE store was definitely a 
white Mustango He believes the other white car~ the one in 
front of CANIPE's store, wa~ probably a white Rambler. He 
cannot remember a third car being parked behind the Mustang. 
The Mustang he saw as they approached the store looking for 
a parking place was the ordinary wariety of Mustang rather 
than the late model nFastback 11

w variety~ He did not notice 
the license plates on thi~ Mustang~ 

Mr., GRAHAM eventually parked Mra GRAHAM'S car 
on Huling Street, east of Main Street& Mr~ GRAHAM and Mr. 
FINLEY thereafter walked to CANIPE~s store and started 
looking at phonograph records in ~helves on the south wall 
of this store near the front of the stores Mr. GRAHAM did 
not hear a shot or any other unusual noise while looking at 
records until he heard the noise caused by a man dropping a 
package on the sidewalk immediately in front of the front 
door of CANIPEws store& He stated 1 however, that he saw 
the man who dropped this package b~fore he heard the noise. 
He happened to be looking towa~d the front door, his attention 

SA FRANKLIN L. JOA.EQ~'IV 4/9/68 
by ----~-------+--+----------Date dictated---------
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hawing possibly b~en attra~ted by th~ foot~tep~ of a running 
man. He is not fElu.:itei biLRt he beliewlf?s he hea.rd the footsteps 
of a man running and therefore looked toward the front door. 
Almost simultan~cu~ly a~ he looked up and saw a man carrying 
a large package of ~om~ kind 9 this mutn 11 who was walking 
south on the s.idewalk immediat~ly in front of CANIPE's 
store, stepped to the left and dropped the bundle in the 
recess in front of CANIPE'~ ~tore and. ~ontinued south on 
Main Street. Mr,. GRAHAM sta.tedl th.at in his opinion this 
man was running rather than walking fast~ 

Mr~ GRAHAM advis<ed that the attention of both 
Mr. CANIPE and Mr. FINLEY wa~ attracted by what had occurred 
when. the man dropped th~ pa(~kag~ 9 and all three of them 
started looking toward the front of the store and at the 
items which had been dropp~d~ Mr. CANIPE ~tarted out of the 
front door 1 and a§l he reca.11~ l) 

11 'leanedH out of the front door 
looking in either direction~ following which Mr 9 CANIPE came 
back in the store and made some r~mark about some trouble 
out~ide. Immediately after thi~ a Deputy Sheriff walked 
south on the east side of Main 9 immediately in front of 
CANIPE's store, this D~puty pa~~ing the store and not stopping, 
He saw no other persons in the vicinity until some additional 
officers arrived on footo M~~ GRAHAM later saw the same 
Deputy Sheriff who had walked pa~t th~ ~tore in the area in 
front of the store 9 still with his gu~ drawn. Eventually 
Mr. CANIPE was able to g~t the attention of one of the 
officers. outside and point~d out the items in front of the 
store and the circum~tances su~rounding the presence of these 
itemsq Mr. GRAHAM observed a part of a gun barrel inside a 
large pasteboard box and al~o ob~erved what appeared to him 
to be some type of green matting or ~loth which appeared to 
be wrapped around the box containing th~ gu.n. 

Prior to th~ tim~ th~ armed D~puty first ran south 
paSlt CAN.IPE's doorway 9 Mr Cl GRAHAM hcei~1Jrd tire~ iv~creech" and 
observed a white Mustang to ~peed north on Main. The other 
white car, which Mro GR~HAM believed to be a white Rambler, 
which had origina.lly been parked in front of CANIPE's store, 
was ~till parked the~e at thi~ time~ and therefore his view 
of the car speeding away was parti~tlly ob~cured; however, 
Mr& GRAHAM is positive that the car which sped away was a 
white Mustang and there is no que~tion in hi~ mind but what 
it was the same Mustang he had ~~en ~arli~r when he and 
Mr. FINLEY arrived in the vicinity of CANIPE's store, as 
outlined above. He stat~d he did not obs~rve whether there 
was one or more peopl~ in this ~pe®ding Mu~tang. 
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As to a de~cript ion of th~ m~,n ~~en by Mr. GRAHAM 
carrying a package a.nd lat~r dropping thi~ package, running 
south on Main 9 Mr. GRAHAM p~int~d out that he saw this 
person primarily from thi~ person'~ l~ft side and saw him 
only momentarily, but he believe~ he might recognize him 
if he sees him again. He furnished the following description 
of that person: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 

Hair: 

Dress: 

General Appearance: 

5'7 11 ~ => 5 1 8 9 ~ 

Abr)KRt 165 pound~ 
.A v1Yr:ag·e (Mr~ GRAHAM heard 
MJt" C) CANIPE tell the Police 
th.at he thought the man had 
a 99chunkyiiv build, but 
Mr. GRAF.AM got the definite 
impre~~ion of a man who was 
neither thin nor fat but 
who was average in build). 
Dark (either black or dark 
brown~ normally cut). 
Dark clothing (either a dark 
suit or a dark dress-type 
jack~t and slacks; no hat; 
did not notice shirt or tieq 
Neat and clean in appearance, 
created impression of a 
~ale~man or businessman-
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1 Date __ A=-p_r_i_l_l_O~, _1_9_6_8_ 

Mr. BERNELL FINLEY 9 1468 Kyle, Memphis, Tennessee, 
home telephone number 275=6524 1 who stated that he is an 
offset pressman at the Church of God in Christ Publishing 
House, 930 Mason Street, Memphis, Tennessee, telephone 
number 526-1169, was interviewed at his home by Lt. J. D. 
HAMBY 1 Homicide Bureau 1 Memphis Police Department, and 
Special Agent FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON. He furnished the 
following information: 

He got off work at approximately 5:20 P.M., 
April 4 1 1968, and he and a fellow employee, JULIUS GRAHAM, 
drove in Mr. FINLEY'S car, a 1964 white, four=door Rambler, 
directly to Canipe Amusement Company 9 424 South Main Street, 
where they wanted to look over some old phonograph records. 
As they proceeded north on South Main Street to the vicinity 
of this store, they observed that all of the parking spaces 
in the block in front of CANIPE's store on the east side of 
Main were filled with automobiles. They continued north on 
South Main to Huling Street, turning right and parking Mr. 
FINLEY's car near a driveway under construction in the first 
block east of Main Street. They walked directly to Canipe 
Amusement Company. He estimated they arrived there about 
5:30 P.M. There were no customers in Canipe Amusement 
Company other than Mr. FINLEY and Mr, GRAHAM. The two of 
them proceeded to look at old records in shelves on the south 
side of the store near the front of the store. The owner 1 

Mr. CANIPE, was playing the ~vjukebox .. lltt 

Sometime around 6:00 PoM., Mr. FINLEY heard a 
noise that sounded like a shot .. He does not know whether 
Mr. GRAHAM or Mr. CANIPE heard this noise, as they said 
nothing and he said nothing. He attached no particular 
significance to hearing this noise at the time, but continued 
to look at records. Shortly thereafter and certainly within 
a matter of just a minute or so, he beard a second noise near 
the front door of CANIPE's store. He~ Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. 
CANIPE all immediately looked to the front door where they 
saw a box or package or bundle lying immediately in front 
of the door of this store. As his attention was attracted 

j 
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to this box o~ package~ h~ al~o ~aw a man walking rapidly 
south on the sidewalk on the east sid~ of Main, it being 
obvious that this wa~ the person who had dropped or thrown 
the package in front of CANIPE~s store~ there being no one 
else around in that area and the box or package not having 
been there earlier. 

Mr" FINLEY recalls that Mr .. CANIPE walked up to 
the door and Mr. FINL.~'Y followed him. Mr. CANIPE opened 
the door and started outside but imm(ridiately backed up and 
said 9 uGet back 9 there's ~ome kind of trouble out here and 
I don't want no part of it~ 0 Imm®diately thereafter, Mr. 
FINLEY saw a Deputy Sheriff walking rapidly on the sidewalk 
south on Main, with his gun drawn 1 this Deputy not stopping 
but continuing south on Ma.in in the same direction in which 
the above mentioned unknown man had walkedo A few minutes 
thereafter he saw thi~ same Deputy in front of CANIPE's store 
with his gun still drawn looking up as though he were trying 
to observe the upper ~tories o~ thevbuildings in the vicinityr 
A number of other officers arrived immediately thereafter, · 
all of them being on foot$ 

Just about the time that Mr~ CANIPE started out 
of the front door of the store 9 Mr 9 FINLEY heard the "screech" 
of tires and looked up to see a white Mustang speeding north 
on Main past CANIPE's store. 

Mr. FINLEY explained that there was a car parked 
in front of CANIPE's store and therefore he did not get a 
full view of the car which had sped away 9 but he did see 
the rear portion of the roofline 9 as well as the trunk of 
the speeding car, and there is no question in his mind that 
this was a white car and there has been no question in his 
mind but what the car was a MustangQ 

At the time tbi~ car sped away, Mr. FINLEY stated 
that he did not associate the speeding white Mustang with 
the man who had dropped the box or package, but after he 
learned what had occurred and after reflecting on the matter, 
he is now of the opinion that the man who dropped the package 
and walked south on the sidewalk past CANIPE's store was 
probably the man who got into the white Mustang and sped away 
from the area, going north on Main~ As nearly as he can 
recall the sequence of the events, this white Mustang sped 
away from the curb moments before the Deputy Sheriff walked 
south past CANIPE's store. 
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As to the car~ in the parking spaces in front of 
and to the south of CANIPE~~ ~to~e on the east side of Main, 
Mr. FINLEY advised that the ~ar in the first position (that 
is, the car in front of CANIPE 11 s ~tore) was there when he 
first arrived at CANIPE 0 ~ store and w~s there when he 
eventually left the area~ He ~tat~d that after he had been 
questioned by Police and left CANIPE~~ store 1 there were 
no other vehicles immediately behind the car in front of 
CANIPE's store 9 H<e stated he wa~ not in position to tell 
whether the speeding white Mu9Jtang pull~d away from a parking 
space immediately behind th~ car which remained parked in 
front of CANIPE's store 9 or whether po~sibly it pulled away 
from a parking space f~her south of this point. 

Mr 9 FINLEY stated that he ~imply did not observe 
whether there was on~ or more occupant~ in the speeding 
Mustangp and he did not ob~~rv~ the license plates on this 
Mustang~ He stated that the Mu~tang wa~ one of the standard 
va.rietie~ a.nd not the 911 Fastback~' varlety of Mustang 11 

Mr. FINLEY ~tated that the fir~t person he saw 
in the area after his attention was first attracted by the 
dropping of the box was th~ above m~ntioned Deputy Sheriff 
with a revolver in his handp and he knows of no one other 
than himself, Mr .. CANIPE 9 a.nd Mr., GRAHAM who saw the man 
in question and who saw the white Mustang speed away from 
the area, going north on Main. 

As to the box or package dropped o~ thrown down 
by the unknown man 9 Mro FINLEY stated that he observed a 
pasteboard box about 4 feet x 6 or 8 inches x 3 or 4 inches, 
having a tag of ~ome kind on itl) the top to this box being 
partially off to the point where he could see from one foot 
to 18 inches of the barrel of a. gun.. Eventually he observed 
that this gun was a rifle with a scope on it. There was 
some type of luggage 9 approximately 2 feet x l½ feet x 6 or 
8 inches~ larger than an attache casep and some type of 
cloth folded over both of these item~. 

Mr. FINLEY sta.ted that after the above mentioned 
armed Deputy Sheriff walked pa~t CANIPE'~ store and after 
some other officer~ had ar~ived and were in front of CANIPE's 
store~ Mr. CANIPE motioned to th~ officers from inside 
CANIPE's store 9 attracting the attention of one of them and 
pointing out the item~ left in front of the etore and 
explaining to them what had occ~rred. 
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As to a de~cription of the unknown man who dropped 
or threw down the package 9 Mra FINLEY pointed out that he 
saw this man only momentarily, the man not taking over one 
or two steps while still in Mr~ FINLEY's view. He stated 
that he "only got a glimpse of the ma.nj)n not seeing his 
face except enough of the left side of the man's face to 
tell that he was a white man. He furnished the following 
description of this man: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 

Height: 

Weight~ 

Build: 
Hair: 

Dress: 

White 
Male 
Simply not in a position to 
judge other than to state 
that man was not an old man 
(based upon the manner in 
which he walked). 

5' 8 9
' to 5' 10" (Mr. FINLEY 

at first placed the height 
at 5 '6~9 to 5' 8°, stating 
that his final estimate 
was a little better than 
a guess), 
Around 160 pounds (stating 
that his estimate as to 
weight would vary depending 
on the man's height, that 
the man was not skinny and 
not fat but had an average 
build). 
Average 
Simply cannot recall observing 
area of man's head; does not 
recall whether wearing hat; 
does not recall observing hair. 
Wearing dark suit 
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·Mr., GUY WARREN Cl\NIPE, JR,,, 1078 Brower Road, 
Memphis 9 Tenne~~ee:1 t~lephone number 324=0344, owner of 
Ca.nip~ Amusement Company~ 424 South Main Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, telephone number 525=0439 9 furnished the following 
information to Lts J. D. HAMBY, Homicide Bureau 1 Memphis 
Police Department 9 and Sp<ecial Ag~nt FRANKLIN L, JOHNSON: 

He ha.s been i.n buaine~~ in the South Main Street 
area for the past twenty year~~ His ~tore had been closed 
and unattended most of the day, April 4i 1968, he having 
been with Mr" EDWIN BODENHEIMER 9 180 Clark Place, Memphis, 
one of his competitors and a cloee friend 1 during the day~ 
He had left hi~ store around 9:00 or 9:30 A.Mo and did not 
return until after 5:00 PoMo 

Soon after he returned 1 two Negro males came into 
his store and ~tarted looking at phonograph records on some 
shelves on the south side of the store near the front door. 
He had been playing re~ords on a 0 jukebox 9

' located toward the 
front of the store& He did not hear a shot or noise which · 
he thought might be a shot anytime around 6~00 P.M. One of 
the Negro men was overheard by him ~ubsequently to say that 
he, the customerj did hear a shot8 

Sometime around 6:00 PoM. (although he has no way 
of fixing the time) 9 he heard a 99 thud0 in the vicinity of 
the front door of his store~ He looked up to observe a 
bundle lying in front of the door to his store& He pointed 
out that the front door of his store is offset or located in 
a recess off the sidewalk~ Almost simultaneously as he looked 
up after hearing thi~ uthud ~ ,e he saw a white man walking 
south on the sidewalk in front of his store~ 

After hesitating momentarily, Mr~ CANIPE walked 
out onto the sidewalk 1 looki.ng in both directions to see 
what happened to the man who obviously had dropped this 
bundle$ As he did this, a white ~mall car 1 possibly a compact, 
pulled away from the curb on the east side of Main Street 
at a point just south of his storec There was only one man 
in the oar~ namely the driver. 

On 4/5/68 
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When Mr~ CANIPE looked no1rth on Main Street he 
saw a Deputy Sheriff walking rapidly on the sidewalk on the 
east side of Main 9 approa~hing Mr" CANIPE}/ this Deputy having 
his revolver drawn& Mr. CANIPEv concluding that something· 
unu~ual had just occurre.d 1 immediately stepped back into· 
his ~tore. This Deputy proceeded south on the sidewalk past 
his ~tore, not stopping~ A short time later after other' 
officers had arrived, h~ saw thi~ ~rune Deputy and talked 
to him~ He does not know his name~ 

After additional officers arrived, their attention 
was called to the bundle lying to the front of CANIPE's store. 

As to the content~ of the bundle or package which 
he observed, he pointed out that it appeared to be a rather 
large pasteboard box about the size ha would expect a shotgun 
or rifle to be shipped in~ The top of thi~ box was ajar and 
he observed a portion of a gun barrel9 There was some type 
cloth over the top of thi~ bundle, which cloth was green in 
color and which impressed him as possibly being a curtain of 
some kindq In obser~ing thi~ bundle he noticed that the 
pasteboard bo~d t·Be word 9tBrowningn on it~ ije also saw 
some type of suitca~e or brief case underneath-the cloth. 

As to the parking situation in front of his store, 
Mr. CANIPE furni~h~d the following information: 

In front of his ~tore on the east side of Main 
there are three parking spaces between a fire plug an~ a 
driveway south of hi~ store,, He u~ua.lly is able to p'ark in 
one of these spaces,, However 1 when he arrived at his store 
after 5:00 P.M, 9 April 4 9 1968 9 all three of these spaces 
were filled and he had to park his 1962 red station wagon at 
a point south of the abov~ mentioned driveway 9 He does not 
recall noticing the make and model of the three cars parked 
in these space~~ but he is certain that there was a white 
smaller car 1 possibly a Valiant or Com~t~ parked in the 
parking space nearest his door (which will be referred to 
a~ parking ~pace number one)u He doe~ not recall the cars 
parked in spaces two and three s1uth of this white car. 

He i~ ~ertain in hi~ own mi.nd tha.t the white small 
ca~ he saw pull away from the cu~b a~ he looked out of his 
doori as outlined aboveJ wa~ parked in either number two 
parking space or number thr~e parking space 1 but he does not 
know which of these spaces this ~ar was parked ino He cannot 
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further describe the car that pulled away 9 but he heard one 
of the Negro male customers tell the Police that this car 
that pulled away was a Mustang. He definitely knows the -
car was white and was sure that the car was a smaller car, 
possibly a compact car, rather than a full-siz~ average 
American car such as a standard model Ford or Chevrolet. 
He stated that it would be his judgment that the car was 
at least a 1965 or later model. He did not observe the 
license plates at all. 

Based upon the period of time which elapsed from 
the time he heard the "thud" near his front door until the 
time he walked out of his front door and saw the white small 
car pulling ~way, coupled with the fact that he did not see 
a man proceeding south on the sidewalk as he looked south, 
Mr. CANIPE feels that the man who had dropped or thrown the 
bundle in front of his store was the man driving the white 
small car away from the curb, as outlined above. He only 
knows that this man in the small white car drove north on 
Main past his front door. He does not know whether the 
car turned off Main Street at the next block or whether it 
continued to proceed north on Main Street. He does not 
think that the car was traveling unusually.fast and he did 
not hear the tires "screech" as the car left. 

As to a description of the man who dropped the 
bundle and walked south on Main past his store, Mr. CANIPE 
stated that he only had the opportunity to view this man 
momentarily, seeing the back of this man. He stated he saw 
t-he man's back and the man's left side o_nly. He stated he 
did not see the man's face unless possibly he got a 
fleeting glance at the left side of the man's face. Mr. 
CANIPE furnished the fo°Ilowing description of this man: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 

White 
Male 
25 - 30, possibly older 
5'10" = 6' 
(at first placed height at 
6 feet but on reflection 
stated man might be shorter 
and in no event could he 
be certain as to approxi­
mate height) 
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Weight: 

Build: 
Hair: 

Dress: 

Over-all Impression: 

• 

175 - 200 pounds 
(at first estimated weight 
at 170 - 185~ stating if 
man is as tall as 6 feet 
then he might weigh as: much 
as 200, as he gained 
impression man was "chunkytt) 

99 Chunky99 

Dark 1 cut normally 
(definitely bareheaded) 
Gained impression man wearing 
dark colored suit 
Very clean, neat in appearance, 
clean cute 

Mr. CANIPE advised that no one was in his store at 
the time of the above related incident other than the two 
Negro males~ one of whom has been purchasing records from 
him in the past, the other not being recalled as a former 
customer. He stated that he cannot recall any other persons 
in the immediate vicinity at the time, and the next person 
he saw after seeing the unknown man who dropped or threw 
down the bundle was the above mentioned Deputy Sheriff who 
was walking rapidly on the east side of Main Street toward 
CANIPE's store, having his gun drawn 9 when Mr. CANIPE looked 
out the door as outlined above~ He described this Deputy 
as a white male, age twenty to thirty 9 bareheaded, 5'10", 
165 pounds, wearing a Sheriff!s Office uniform and definitely 
having the Shelby County Sheriff's Office insignia on his arm. 
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Mr. BERTIE L. REEVES, Room 3, wouth wing of rooming 
house located on second floor, 422½ s. Main Street, Memphis, 
furnished the following information to Lieutenant J. D. 
HAMBY, Homicide Bur~au, Memphis Police Department, and 
SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON. Mr. REEVES, who advised he is 74 years 
of age, retired, f<0rmerly a draglilffie) operator, railroad 
fireman and hotel clerk, advised he has resided at this 
address for the past 8 years. 

He stated that sometime in the late afternoon of 
April 4, 1968, exact time not recalled, he was in his 
room when he heard a shot. He immediately walked out into 
the large hallway at which time the landlady, Mrs. BESSIE 
BREWER, and her husband FRANK, who occupy room 2, next 
door to his room, also came out of their room. The 3 of them 
proceeded east down the large hallway or lobby of this wing 
of the rooming house to the east door. As they walked 
down the hallway they heard screams coming from across the 
street to the east of this building in the vicinity of the 
Lo:rraine Motel. Upon arriving at the rear (east) door, 
polic,e officers in the area instructed them to get back 
inside and they did so. 

Mr. REEVES advised he did ~ot see anyone leave the 
build_ing and does not know who fired the shot and has no 
way of knowing the exact location of the shot which he 
heard. 

He advised that earlier in the afternoon of April 4, 
1968, and perhaps around 3:00 P.M., he had returned to his 
room after going to Jim's Cafe located nearby. As he approached 
his room, he saw a strange man standing at the door of the 
landlady's room. This man thereafter left from the vicinity 
of the door to the landlady's room and walked north across 
a hallway to the north wing of this rooming house. He 
pointed out that the rooming house located on the second 
floor is actually located in two different buildings, but 
there is an enclosed walkway toward the front ofthese two 
buildings, coDRee=tiag the t•o, so that persons o~ the 

0 4/5/68 t Memo"'is ... Tennessee F'l # n --'----'-----a ------'---+P~-.. ---=-------~-'------ 1 e 
I 

ME 44-1987-0µ.f-:-JJ-69 
-"' 

by __ S_A_F_RA_NKL __ I_N_L_._~•--0~, S_O_N __ lb_b_s _____ 0 ate dictated _4_/9_/6_8 ____ ___ 
~ 

This document contains neither recom n(;lations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not -' be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



... . "' 

ME 44-1987 
2 

• • 

~eco1md f loo,r cal!ll walk from th~ llHOJrith building to the south 
building. Th~ ,room~ iii\ th~ xno~th buildiIDlg have a nau 

number, such a~ 1-B, 2-B a~d ~o fo~thg whereas the rooms 
in the south buildi1mg have ~o lett~r of the alphabet follow­
ing the room nwnb~r~. Thi~ n®w t~~a~t walked through this 
~nclooed walkway from th® south to th~ north building 
where the "Bn ro00l&$ are lac at®d.. H~ <dlid not see him again. 
He pointed out that he only ~aw thi~ man from the rear 
and right side as the man left th® la.lr!dlady 's door and walked 
north to th~ no~th buildi~g. 

Mr. REEVES furni~h~d tlhl@ following description of 
the man s~en by him~ 

Nam~: 
Rae~~ 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height~ 
Weight: 
Build: 
Bair: 
.Dre~~: 

General Appea~ance~ 
Mi~ce 11 aimeou~ ~ 

Uiruk im «»W n 
Whit~ 
Mal~ 
25-30 
5 ~ 11 Of to 6 i 

165=175 pounds ·· 
AV$1r' ag~ '·' 
Dark, full head of hair. 
Ba1t1(~ headed 9' lim dark suit, · 
<d1 i@ IDl(Ot ~~~ -~hfrt or tie 
ff~r~tity n~at vv 

M:it'. ~EEVES ~tat~d that 
tbis man definitely was not 
~air~yi~g anything when he 
saw him and.the man did not 
say anything when he was in 
the mrumus pr~sence. 
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Mr. CBABLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS, Room 6-B, second floor, 
422½ S. Main Str~et, furnish~d the following information to 
Lieutenant J. D. HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police 
Department, and SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON~ 

Mr. STEPHENSp who stat®d he is 46 years of age, 
and his wife occupy 2 rooms in the nortb wing of a rooming 
house, the address of which i~ 4.22½ S. Main Street. This 
r.oom.ing house actually covers itb(9 ~<e(Cond .floor of 2 
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENSw room being located in the 
north building in the ~outheast corner of the north building. 

Sometime in the late afternoon of .April 4, 1968, 
he and his wife were in their room. His wife, who has 
recently been in the hospital for an extendeol period of 
t.ime, was in bed in their combination of li vi.ng-bedroom. 
He was in the kitchen, which is ~ast of the l~ving-bedroom. 
Be was repairing a radio on a table located a1~· the north 
wall of the kitchen. Imm~diately nonk:.·· of hi111 is a COlllllOD 
bathroom which is located at the east end of am east-west 
hallway in the north building. While he was repairing the 
radio, he heard what he is certain was a shot, and he is 
certain that shot came from the bathroom from a 190int 
within•just a few feet of where he wai.~ ~itting. He bas no 
way of knowing the time but can only ®stimate it was sometime 
between 5~00 and 6:00 PM. 

Upon hearing this ~hot, he ,walked out 0£ the kitchen 
through his living-bedroom and open®d the door leading onto 
the hallway and ob~ervecd a man running west down tlnis hallway 
~nd this man was carrying a laJrge bundle of some ki.nd. He 
would estimate that this bundle or pa.ckage was at lt1ast 
3 or 4 feet long and 6 to 8 inche~ thick. Although he saw the 
man and the bundle only mainentari ly, he gained the i111pression 
that the bundle was wrapped in sometbiLng, possibly ft newspaper. 
This man continued running to the end of the hallwa~f turning 
left (south) and apparently the:ireaft,~r ran down the st":airways 
onto the street, although. he could not actually see th,e man 
going down the stairway. 
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Xt imnn~diat~ly o~~u~~~~ to Mr. STEPHENS that 
thi~ was th~ ~am~ man h~ had~®®~ ea~li~~ in the afternoon, 
possibly aroun~ mid=aft~:irnoon, ~tandimlg at th~ door to 
room 5-B which is lo~ated imm~diately w~st of Mr. 
STEPHENS~ living=be«il:ircoom. H~ ~tat~«i that around mi·d­
afternoon he had ~~~n a man with M~~. BREWER standing in the 
hallway at th~ ~ID1t,r·alI1\<e~ t<.0 ,roomm 5-B looking into room 5-B. 
Be saw the ma~'~ l~ft ~id~. Tb~ ma~ had nothing in his hands 
at the tim~. He a~~Wlill~d thi~ wa~ ~<Om~ n~w gueat looking 
at a room. 

Mr. STEPHENS ~tat~d that h~ amld his wife remained 
in th~ir room th~- lre~t of th<eJ aft@~m1ooltll. He pointed out that 
he, Mr. STEPHENS, i~ a '«li~able)cd Vf]t~raJn who hitSi been treated 
for tuberculo~i~, and h~ ~p~nd~ mo~t of his time in his rooms 
with hi~ wife whoj;iifal~o ill aIDld who at pt>~sent is a bed 
patient. 

Sometim~ aft~r a~®iimg thi~ma~ with Mr~. BREWER, he 
heard som~on~ i1m room 5=B a~d a~~wn~d th~ man hehad seen 
had rented the ~oom ~~xt door. H~ ~tated tblt he recalls 
o,rn sever al dif f ~Jr®Jlmt occ ~1.~i <Oltltf§5 lhtea:it"i m1g f oot~itep~ in this room 
and also leaving from thi~ ro~m pa~t hi~ (Mr. STEPHENS 9s) 
room and into the coll!mnnon bathroo~ at th~ ~a~t end of the 
hall. He was al~o Y~~Y much awa~e that when th~ person went 

from room 5=B to the bath~oom, that ~~~oIDl remained in the bath­
room. for a consideJrable period of timm~. Ifie pointed out that 
thi~-1~ particularly ~oti~eabl® ai~~® thi~ is a common bathroom 
which. mu~t be u~~d. by•. a numb<eJ:tr of diff ~~~1mt tenants. Re 
also specifically r®called that o~ly on one occasion did 
he hear the commode b~i~g flu~hed a~d h~ was therefore curious 
as to why this p~r~o~ was ~pe~ding ~o much time in the bathroom. 

H~ ~tat~d that o~ th~ la~t occasion that someone · 
w~nt from num.b~r 5=B to th® bat~oom prior to the time he 
h~ard the shot, h~ w~uld ~stimat~ that that person remained 
in the bathroom for at lea~t 20 to 30 minutes, During 
this period he heard no ~oi~es ~Ollllli~g from th~ bathroom. 
He al~o specifically re~all~ that duri~g this same period, 
Mro WILLIS AMCHd..ffi.'Z (pho~~tic) 1 wh~ oc~upi~~ room 4=8, immedi­
ately west of 5=B wh~r~ th~~~~ t~~a~t apparently was located, 
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It wa~ at the end of thi~ latt~r period of time 
that Mr. STEPHENS h~aJr<dl the abov® «h:)~~2ribed shot which he 
waill ~<eJr>tain cam~ fJr>(Q)ll!IP. th(~ batJbm>oomm. H® ~tat~d that immediately 
after the ~hot wa~ fi~~~ h~ h®~~~ ~ome people located across 
the ~treet, ea~t of th~ bu.il<dli Ililg wh~Jt>® h(B) li v~~, screaming. 
Due to the excit~m~nt of th~ mom~~tp th~ fact that people 
across the atr~~t illil the vi~inity of th~ Lorraine Motel 
were screaming, and th~ fa~t that hi~ hea~ing ia not the 
best, he did not hear a~y a~ditional ~oises caning from the 
bathroom. He pointed out that he would expect to hear a 

,wscuff le" coming from the bathroom if th~ man in the bathroom 
had fired the shot that killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, but he 
cannot recall hearing such a 110~cuff le. vv He ~tated that he 

Simply has no way of k~owi~g whether the man came out of the 
b athr.oom, went into room 5-=B a1md then ran out of 5-B down 
the hall toward the front of the building, or whether the man 
in the bathroom ran dir~ctly from the bathroom down the 
hallway toward the front of the building. He stated he did 
he~itate a few moments after heari~g the shot and hearing the 
screaming outside before h~ went to the door and looked down 
the hall to see the man running carrying ~omething in his hand. 

Mr. STEPHENS advi~ed that the only people in the 
north building of this rooming house at the time of this 
incident were (1) Mr. STEPHENS, (2) Mr. STEPHENS's wife, 
who was in bed and who was never in a position to observe 
anything, (3) Mr. WILLIS ANCH"fflrZ (phonetic), above,in room 
4-B, who came out of his room and was seen by Mr. STEPHENS 
at the same time Mr. STEPHENS saw the man running down the 
hall, (4) Mrs. JESSIE LEDB~wrTERp a d~af a~d dumb lady who re­
sides in room l...,B toward the f:tr'o1mt (west) of the ,1imortb wing 
or north building, and (5) th~ unknown man who had occupied 
room 5-B who was runni~g down the hall as previously stated. 

Mr. STEPHENS ~tat~d that Mr. ANCHUL~made some remark 
to the unknown man who wa~ ru~~i~g down the hallway and the 
unknown man apparently made som® kind of ~eply. 
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Mr. STEPHENS advis~d that whereas he could hear 
footsteps in 5-B and could hear footsteps between 5-8 and the 
bathroom, he .at no time heard any conversation in 5-B, 
and he is certain that there was no conversation in 5-B 
from the time the new tenant checked in until the time 
he heard the shot. He stated he never heard any noise or 
footsteps which would indicate to him there was ever more 
than one person in room 5-B. He pointed out that whereas 
his hearing is not too good, it is very easy to hear noises 
in the adjoining rooms of this rooming house and he definitely 
can hear normal conversation coming from that room. Mr. 
STEPHENS stated that when he saw the new tenant with Mrs. 
BREWER standing in front of 5-B, he only saw the left side 
of the new tenant, and when he saw what be believes to be the 
same man running down the hallway carrying something, he only 
saw this person from the rear. He pointed out he never saw 
him directly in front, but based upon his observations be 
would describe this person as follows: 

Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Posture: 
Bair: 

Unknown 
White 
Male 
"in his 30 's." 
5' 10-11 '' 
165 pounds 
Average 
Man stood erectly 
Described as sandy, also 
described as "dark blond" 
crubaving the appearance of 
unwashed sand. 
Further described blirline 
as receding on left side 
(and presumably on both sides) 
making it appear he would ha,~• 
"peaks" on either side but 
with full thick hair toward 
the front center of his head 
between the peaks. Bair 
combed straight back. Normal or average haircut. 
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Dress: 

General Appearance~ 

• 

Ba~e headed, wearing dark 
suit 
Clean shaven, neat appearing 
individual. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
4/11/68 Daw __________ _ 

Lt., Je Do HAMBY 1 Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police 
Department, and SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON after observing what 
appeared to be a recently made indentation in the window 
sill of a window of the bathroom located at the east end of 
a hallway in the north wing, second floor of a rooming house, 
422½ s. Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, removed a substantial 
portion of that window sillo Lto HAMBY and SA JOHNSON 
identified this window sill and retained it as possible 
evidence. ~"-... ·•':: ·._,, · ·· 

i,· ... 

By way of further explanation, tbe rooming house i-~ 
in question occupies a part of the second/of two separate 
buildings there being an enclosed walkway connecting the'two 
buildings. Mr o FRANK BREWER j husband of the landlady of .. 
this rooming house, advised that all tenants in the, rooni'ing 
house use the address of 422½ S$ Main Street, although the 
north wing of this rooming house is not actually located ··· 
over the entrance designated as 422½ Si> Main Street~ Th~­
bathroom window from which this sill was removed- faces east 
and from this window th~re is a clear view of the west side 
of the Lorraine Motel which is located east of the rooming 
house in question. 

On __ 4_/_5_/_6_8 __ at Memphisg Tennessee File # ME 44-1987 -J-i}--L)--J/ 

SA FRANKLIN L. J /bbs . 4/9 /68 
by -------------------------Date dictated----------
This document contains neither recom n ations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency~ it and its contents are no t , be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date _4_/_1_2_/_6_8 ____ _ 

Mr. EDWIN OODEHHEIMER, 180 Cl~~k Place, 
Memphis, Tenne~~ee, t~l~ph@~® ~~~b~r 275-9844, who 
~tated that h~ ~per~t~~ Sh~lby Am~®~®~t C@mpany, 
975 J'am.(8s, Memphi~, Teim!D).e~~ee, w2a.fS! :iimterwiewed at 
C~nipe Amusement C~mp$~Y, 424 S©~th M~i~ Street by 
Lieute~ant J. D. HAMBY, H@~i~id~ Bureau, Memphis 
Police Department, and SA FRANKLIN Lo JOHNSON. He 
furimisbe d the foll~wiimg inf (Q}rma ti@rn: 

On April 4, 1968, h® ~P®~t $ g@~d part of 
the day with Mr. G. w. CANIPE,~ c~~p~tit@r a~d personal 
friend, and he (Mr. OODENHE!MER) w~~ ~@t ~t the Canipe 
Amusement Company at any tim@ @nth~ ~fter1m@~n or evening 
of April 4, 1968. 

He $tated th$t ~~ ~n ~id i@ ~~lpi~g Mr. CANIPE 
to estimate what time Mr. CANXPE r®tur~~d t~ ca~ipe 
Amusement Company~~ th® ~ft®~~@~~ @f Ap~il 4, 1968, 
he recalled that it W$~ 5:20 p.m. wh~~ Mr. CANIPE 
telephoned~. BODENHEIMER, and he w@~ld ~~timate that 
Mr. CANIPE could have (O)JrAly bceen ~t CANIPE'~ place1 of 
busine$S a few minutes ~t this tim~o Mr. BODENHEIMER 
stated he could fwr~ish no ilrltf~rmati~n which would be 
of assistance in the i~vestigation of the shooting of 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

On 4/5/68 File # Memphis 44=»1987 -Ju.Jr./) - 7~ 

This document contains neither recommendation or conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and i!:t lo~ned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis ributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l .. 4/12/68 
Da~ --------~-

Mr.. FRANK BREWER~- husband of the landlady at a 
rooming house j 422½ South Main Street$ Memphis,. Tennessee• 
pe~mitted Captain NICK CARIMir Identification Bureau, 
Memphis Police Department, and SA FRANKLIN L~ JOHNSON 
entry into Room 5-B of this rooming house on the evening 
of-April 10, 1968, following which a small blond chest 
of dl·awe1's, located at that time against the west wall 
of this roomt was completely processed for latent 
fingerprintst and no latents of value were obtained. 

This chest was processed for latent prints 
after Mr9 BREWER 0 s wife had on April 10, 1968, called 
attention to the fact that this chest had originally 
been placed against the east window in the south wall 
of this room when she rented the room on April 4! 1968, 
to a man using the name of JOHN WILLARD, but later when 
she checked this room 1 she found that this chest had been 
movod to the west wall of the room and a chair placed 
next to that window~ 

. ~ .. ,-.),, 
,-'.}'.:,· 

On __ 4_-/_l_0_/_6_· S __ at _M_e_m-=-p_h_i_s....:,.,,_
1 

_T_c_~n_n_o_s_s_"'e_e ____ File # Memphis 44-1987-~-lJ- ;23 

~ . 
This document contains neither recommendati rl-s nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be tributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ 4_/_1_3_/_6_8 ___ _ 

Mr~o FRANK (BES~IE) ~REDR, Room 2, 422½ South Main 
Street, ~emphi~, T~n~~~~~~ 9 who ~~fil~g®~ the rooming house at 
thi~ add~e~~ ~~d who h~~ b®~~ interview®d p~eviously by Agents 
of the FBI, telepho~i~~lly co~t~cted the mx Office on April 10, 
1968, at which time sh~ ~®que~ted to b~ ©o~t~cted by an FBI Agent. 

Mr~. BREWER w~~ co~t~ct~d by SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON 
and Lieute~nt w. s. SCHULTZ, H~mi~id~ B~reau, Memphis Police 
~p~rtme~t, at which time ~h~ ~dwi~ed th~t ~hew~~ beginning to 
re~eive ~~11 from indiwid~~l~ uIDlkno¥~ to her. She di~played an 

mvelop<e po~tl!l!llarked April 1, 1968, at Nilal.gar~ h.llsi, New York, 
oo~ring the retur~ ~ddre~~P Hr~~ ZUCCO, 518 Ferry Avenue, 
Ni~gar~ Fall~, New Yo~k, i~ whi©h wa~ lo©~t~d a o~~=page hand­
written letter, whi~h lett®~ refe~red to new~paper publicity 
identifying Mrs., BREWER as ope,r~tili\g ~ lr\)flop house," the writer 
of the letter referring to the f~ct th~t Mrs. BREWER should 
0 buy some paint ii ~nd ~nding by st~ting 9 °11 I 9 11 bet you even have 
cockroaches!" 

A ~ecoID1d e~velop~ ~~~ po~t~~rked April -7, 1968, at 
Des Moines, Iowa, which ©ont~i~ed ~ print®d religious tract 
and-neither the eX!velop<e IDtor the tlf:m©t id~ntified the sendero 

On the occa~i@X1,of t!mi~·c0ID1t2ct with Mrs. BREIER, 
she furni~h~d the following i~f@rm~tio~: 

Sbe 0 ,~tat®d she W$lllil:®dl to poiimt o\illt th~t she 
has previously fo~gotten to ~dvi~e offic~r~ of the 
Police Dep~rtment and F.BI Agent~ th~t ~t the time ~he 
r~nted Room 5-B to & ~tra~ger ~sing th® ~~e of JOHN 
WILLARD on April 4, 1968, there w~~ a small, cheap 
cnest of dr~wers, blond in color, in f~ont of the east 
window on the ~outh wall of Room 5=B, ~he~~a~ after the 
$hooting of Dr& KING and when ~he ~~~t saw Room 5=B, 
that chest of dr~w~r~ ¥~~ sitti~g ~g~in~t the we~t w~ll 
of that room ~nd there wa~ a @h~i~ sitti~g in front of 

This document contains neither reco ndations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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that wind@w. She ~t~t~d ~h® w~~ p@i~ti~g this out since 
this would i1rulic~te thm1t th~ @ccupaimt ©f the ro@m 
d~finitely handl~d thi~ che~t @f dr~w~r~. 

Mr~n BREWER ~t~t®d that ~i~ce i~tervie.wed 
previou~ly, ~h® h1md b®®n trying t@ think @f anything 
el~~ which might ~~~ist 1~ ide~tifying the guest who 
u~ed the name of JOHN WILLARD. Sh® ~t~ted ~~ ~be has 
di~cuss~d th~ m~tt~r with her h~~b~~d ~~d thought more 
ab~ut it, the @~e thi~g which impr~~~ed h~r m~st about 
the appear~nce ©f thi~ individu~l w~~ the f~ct th$t when 
~he firalt crack~d @p®im th~ do@~ t@ h(er r@©m ~ft<er this 
m~n knock~d, ~he @b~~rv~d th~t h® ~~~ ~t~llding at the 
door with an u~u~u~l ~mil~ ~n hi~ f~~eo Sh~ went on to 
st:f!t~ that ~h<e) would de~crib~ th~ ~mile a~ a n~llleer~' or 
a ~amirko" Sh~ ~tfilt~d th$t ~h<e c~KAimot be mere specific 
other than t@ ~t$t~ th~t ~h~ w~~ impr~~~ed by this 
expre~~i@n @~ thi~ m~~ 0 ~ f~c®, ~~ th@ugh he were trying 
to smil~ for ~or®~~@~. She ~t~t~d th~t ~he did not 
interpret the ~mile$~$~ ~ff@~t t@ b~ flirtati@us. 

She al~~ $t~t~d th~t h®r i~itial impression 
of this man was th~t h~ did not 011fit in'v with 0>ther 
tenants in thi~ ro@~ing h@u~e. Sh~ p@inted @ut that this 
r@(()ming house i~ l@~~ted iim a p@@rer0 ~®ctiOlim cf town 
wh~re mo~t of the t~~ant~ ~r~ @ld~~ p~~ple @~ @thers 
with limited incom~, a ~umber @f wh@~ ~r~ ~lc@h@lics, 
a~d thi~ ma~ wa~ ©l~~n ~@d ~e~tly d~@~~®d 9 giving the 
impres~ion that he c~uld @bt~in lodgi~g in nic~r 
~urrounding~. 

Mr~. BREWER at thi~ tim~ ~tt®mpted to recall 
the word~ used by thi~ per~@n. A~ ~h~ r~call~ 9 when she 
went to the d~or a~d ~r~cked @pen the d~or, leaving the 
chain fasten~d, the :mlll&ui'~ fir~t w@rds were, 119Do you have 
a room for rent? 1

r1
1 SheJ si~w®Jr~d i~ th~ raff irmative and 

tt~ked him whether he W$Jmt~d 1fj, r@@im by the week or by the 
month. He replied,$~ ~®arly ~~ ~h~ c~n rec~ll, by 
stating simply, 09By th<6 we~k. 1M1 At thi~ poiIDlt she 
unfaste~ed the ch~i~ which ~ecur~d the partially opened 
door ~nd w~lk6d di~~~tly t© R@@m 8 l@c®ted in the south 
wing of this ro@mi~g h@~~e. Sh® ~t~t~d that th~ m$n 
followed her to th~ ~@~m ~~d l@@k®d i~~id~ the room but 
nev~r a~tually ent@~®d th~~@~~, ~t whi~h time his words, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. . 

ME 44-1987 
3 

• • 

:as nearly as she Crin re~all, were, m1<eill, I don't need the 
stove and refrigerat@r since X won't be doing any cooking. 
I was thinking mor~ ©>f ?a sileepi!llg ro@m. ' 9 

At this p~i~t Mrs. BREWER expl~ined that the 
only vacant "sleeping roe•" (@r room with no stove and 
refrigerator) which ~he h~d in either wiimg of the 
rooming hou~e was Room 5~B in the north wing. She 
therefore immediately walked from Room 8 in the south 
wing across the enclo~ed walkway which connects the 
south wing to the north wing of the ro@ming house, 
and thereafter to Ro~m 5=B. Again she walked in front 
of the man. As soon as she ope~ed the door to Room 5~B, 
the man immediately stated that he would take that room. 
She then walked to her ro~m in the south wing of the 
building, followed by the unkn~wn man, who paid her 
$8.50,as outlined previously by her, for the rent of 
Room 5-B for one week in adv$nce. 

Mrs. BREWER stated that ~o~t of the rooms in 
this rooming house can b® secured only with the use of a 
padlock, and after showing this individual Room 5-B, she 
removed the padlock from the door and took the padlock 
with her to her room. She stated it is necessary that 
tenants put up a deposit if they secure th~ padlock, but 
this tenant did not inquire as to how he could lock the 
door and did not request the padlock and a key. She also 
added that she did not explain to him the method of 
locking the door or that it was necessary that he put up 
a deposit in order to obtain the padlock. 

She stated at this point that she had been 
somewhat unnerved wh~n she first l@oked at this man, at 
which time he had the unusual smile on his face, or 
appeared to be "sneeringn at her, and thereafter she made 
a point of having as little to do with him as possible, 
always walking in front of him and avoiding all 
unnecessary conversation or dealings with him. 

Mrs. BREWER was asked wh®ther she now feels 
that she could identify this man if she sees him again. 
She stated that she thought she might be able to identify 
this man if she sees him again. She stated the man used 
no slang or unusual expressions and she could not associate 
his accent with any particular area, adding he had no 
particular accent. 
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She al~o ~t~t~d that~~® i~ po~itive she has 
never ~ee~ thi~ man bef~r~. Sh~ p@i~ted out that she has 
~oly been:handling the re~tal of th~ r@@m.s at this 
rooming house since M~rch l2p 1968, however, and she 
would have no way ~f knowi~g whether he stayed at this 
rooming house pri@r to that time. 

She stat~d that at the ti~e she bec~~e the 
landlady at this rooming h@usep R~~m 5=B was occupied 
by an elderly man by the name of COMMODORE STEWART. 
This man was ill as @f March 12, 1968, and she believed 
that it was ~n M~rch 12, 1968, that he was taken to a 
Memphis hospital. A c@uple @f days l~ter, probably on 
either March 13 or 14, 1968, thi~ ~~n died. The room 
had not been rented fr~m that time until the time the 
stranger using the name of JOHN WILLARD rented this room. 

She,under~taimdsi that~ numb<er (O)f different 
persons have acted in the capacity of rental agent for 
this rooming house in rec®nt months, including Mr. · 
WYATT MADDOX, who is n@w a clerk at the Tri~State Hotel 
located nearby, Mr. MADDOX never having lived in this 
rooming house, however, and appar®ntly having acted as 
rental agent for only a ~h~rt period of time. Another 
iudividual wh@ handled th~ rental of ro@irns in this 
ro@ming house was Ho R0 THOMPSON, a~ ~ld drunk, according 
to other tenants, who never lived i~ the rooming house. 
One other rental agent at this rc@mi1mg h@use prior to 
the time Mrs. BREWER a$~wned the~e duties was w. v. 
SAMMONS, who she und~rstands is n<N' at the Madison Hotel 
in Memphis. She is s111re that Mr. -SAMMONS was the rental 
agent in January 1968, bas®d on c@pies of receipts in 
her receipt book. She recalled that~. SAMMONS stabbed 
his wife while he was r®ntal ag®nt at this rcomi~g house 
and the matter received publicity. 

Mrs. BREWER advi~®d that m@~t of the occupants 
cf rooms in this ro@ning hous~ are m@re or less permanent 
tenants, although she d@es OCC$Sio~ally rent a vacant 
room to transients for only one night. 

Mrs. BREWER ~dvi~ed that th~re are 10 separate 
apartments or rocms in th® ~outh wi~g ~f thi~ rooming 
house and six separate apartments or rocmw in the north 
wing. The six roo• in the north wing ~re referred to as 
.1-B, 2-B, etc., whereas the rooms in the ~cuth wing have 
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t© lhu~v~ b®@;@ d:t'Ulb1k f@A" tw@ d~y~. M'.Jr~. 
BREWER ~t~.t~d ~h® Ri:~1t11\~l1J/ tlh~.t VANCE W@,~ in 
hi~ r@@m ~~ @f 6:0Q p.~o, Ap~il 4, 1968, 
btllit ~bee ~l~@ kgll.®\'1W tb~,t l1Kf';J h~@ b~~fill @Im ~ 
twe0>C>d~y d:rt'UIDlk ~imd th~.t b<El did fili@t c@~~ 
©U't @f ltl;,i~ -~@tQliJilA. 

RfiR'\\- t;; IF~tru'\:lt'llr,"-~cgrr·,,:Jl Ti'••JI li'flil 'if 1i•1li''J)5!(c;:J(RiS:;"\:JJ cm v5-"' "ii!° 4,.L""1 «:'.llir11 
'Ml!tP<W\ ~ = ~~~ \Yljt,1' d'.'.,\!;>u riJ :1 lJ, • .!LS O l~'lc3d;[\dle;_~AcJ)J"i), g (Q', Jlm:lts,UD!. 6 ;}) \1,"-# gy 

year~ @f ag® 9 vho has bee@ ill recently, 
Wh©~® h®®Jt?iimg i~ ~l~lt'J d(~f@cGtiv®, ~m. wh<r» 
'W~~ :iV\t ft'ili~ Jf(Q)(Q)~ SiJ] @f th® t1_,_J@® (q,f tlb1~ 
~h@©tiJug. lijtlt'~. lBi!fi~WETGi: ~1(rilckeh~$1 ll\Q)Wtt~VIB?Jr, 
t ln~t d\<J1~ fc@ ~.. F-iiE~~~~. v ~ ~)~~ ~Md lbli~ 
pJh;~n~ic~], [at@(dl J®~nrnt~l ©CO)lb1td}iti@fii, M:t'. ME~SER 
~til 1 d@cij~ !l'.JH»t il:llRll@®1l"ffllt~nll«i \W~ t a~t~f@,lly 
occurred a@d c@~ti~u®~ t@ a~k what all the 
®~~i t®lllll!~Rrdt ww,~ ~b@Mt wwlm®fill p@li~® @ff iccfnr~ 
~@d FBI Ai®@t~ q~®~ti@~®~ @~©~p~~t~ @f the 
buildiimg. 
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Room 6 ~ V~ca~to M~n by th~ n~me @f SAMUEL WILSON, 
who ~h® u~d~~~t$DOO h~d beefi a tenant for 
~®veral m@nth~, v~c~ted thi~ room on 
April 31' 19680 

Room 7 ~ &cupied by FRANK M. MARLEY, an elderly 
man wh@ i~ ~ chr~ni© alc@holic 9 who was 
also dru~k ~~di~ hm r@@m ~~ of the time 
of the ~h@otingo Sh~ ~t~ted that MARLEY 
did n~t ~@~~ @ut @f hi~ r©©m ~round the 
t im(B (Q)f t h\(E) ~ h@©'t :i ~g o 

Room 8 - Va~~~t. (This i~ th® r~@m whi©h Mr~s 
BREWER fir~t ~hC'$7®d ··to the muail\ u~il!!g the 
~~me JOHN WILLARD.) 

Room 9 - O.c~upi~d by &ROW CARTER,~ man 55 to 60 
year~ @f ~gej u~®mpl@y®d, who receive~ 
welf~r~ ~h~ck~ ~~d wh~ h~~ ~ physical 
affli©ti@no (Sh~ ~t~t~d o~e of hi~ h~~ds 
i~ d<ef@rmed @r ~9dr~Wfill up. 11'

9
) Sh~ stated 

this m~l!! ~l~@ dE'i~lm c~~~iderably. She 
does n@t beli®ve h~ ~~~ h@ooe ~t the time 
of the ~h@otingo 

Room 10 ~ Occupied by LEONARD EATON, ~ge 60 to 65, 
who she u~d~r~t~~~ t@ be$ l~ng~time 

NORTH WING: 

resident $.t thi~ r@@m:iID.lg D(Q)l\Jl.!Se., who reportedly 
formerly work<ecd @n Si river boa,t o She stated 
it i~ he~ impre~si@~ th~t he was in his 
room asle~p ~t the ti~~ @f the ~hooting 
~nd that he t@© b~d b~~D d.ri~ki~g. 

(Rooms on north wing ~r® ~lllmb®r~d l=B thr©ugh 6-B, 
reading from we~t t@ ~~~to Th@~~ d@~r~ h$Vi~g numbers 
have numerals only@~ t~~m 1 but ~11 @f th~ te~ants 
und.erst~nd that the d~~ig@~ti©Im @f ?\)Blt0 l"~fer~ t@ the 
rooms in the n@rth wi~g.) 

Room l~B ~ (l@~~t~d W®~t @f ~ @@~th=~outh hallway 
whi©h ~@~~®~t~ t@ ~~ ~~~l@~~d w~lkway 
c@~@e©ti~g the t~@ wi@g~ @f the r@oming 
h@u~~) @~~upi®d by Ml"~o JE~SXE L. LEDBETTER, 
a wid©~ wh@ ~h~ und~r~ta~d~ has resided at 
thi~ ~ddr~~~ f@~ ~@~® 8 to 10 years. Mrs. 
LEDBffTER i~ tat · d®$:tf rm@t~ e 
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Room 2-B ~ vacant. 

Room 3~B - Vacant. 

Room 4-B - Occupied by WILLIS ANCHUTZ, employed at 
Duvall Transfer Company. Mrs. BREWER 
later learned that Mr. ANCIWTZ 
reportedly saw the man running down the 
hall f@llowing the shooting and had some 
conversation with him. 

Room 5-B aa Room occupied by the man using name 
JOHN WILLARD and which room had not 
been rented since former tenant, 
COMMODORE STEWART, died about March 13 
or 14, 1968. 

Room 6-B ~ occupied by Mr. and Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS. 
Mr. STEPHENS is an unemployed tuberculosis 
patirent and his wife is presently confined 
to her bed. 
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