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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ 4_:_/_1_3_/6_8 ____ _ 

Patr@lm$ID1 VEDON VEDAED 00:LJLAHlCTB, P$.trol 
Divisi®n, Sh~lby C@~~ty Sh®riff'~ Offi~®, re~idence 
3330 Dawn Driv®, Ap~rt~@~t 12, h@~® t®l~pb~~e 
358-8067, M~mphi~, Ten~®~~®~, w~~ i~t®~vi@~@d by 
Lieutenant W. S • SCHULTZ, H@mmicid~ B\i:i!Jf'®le1U 9 Memphis 
Police Dep~rtmeimt, and SA FRANKLIN' Lo JOHNSON, at which 
time he re~en$ct~d his m@v~~nt~ @n the $fte~nocn of 
April 4, 1968, aft~r he le~rned th~t Dr. MARTIN LU'fHER 
KING had been ~hot ~t the wrr~i~~ Motel. He furnished 
the f~llowing irnf@rmati@~: 

On Thur~day, Ap~il 4, 1968, h~ wa~ assigned 
to Tactic~l Unit N~. 10, c@~i~ti@g @f 1~ men, half of 
whom were Deputy Sheriff~ $~d h~lf cf wh~m were police 
officers, which u~it w~~ l~~~t~d ~t th® fire ~tation at 
Main and Butler ar~~~d 6:00 p.mo, wh®~ h~ learned that 
Dr. KING had be~n ~h@t. 

Ar@und 6:00 Pem., he ~~d ~th®r @fficeris were 
iDSide the fire ~t$tio~ whe~ h~ h~a~d ~@m~@ne yell that 
Dro KING had bee~ ~h@t. H@ imm~di~t~ly r$~ out of the 
door on the north ~id@ @f th~ fir@ ~t$ti@n, then ran 
east toward the L©rrai~e Motel, jlllmpi~g @v®r a fence, 
and then dropping d@w~ $b@ut ~ lO~f@@t c~n@rete retaining 
wall which runs al@~g th® w~~t ~id~ @f Mulberry Street. 
He then ran to th@ driv~W$Y on Mulb®r~y Str~et, which 
leads iato tbe Lo>~r~i~® M@t®l,t@ a p@i~t b®neath the 
balcony where Dr. KING'~ b@dy W$~ lyi~g. H® stated that 
he heard an unknowmt N~gr@ m?£le ~t th~ ~@®IDl(e) sSAy, HThe 
dirty Dl""""'"'=-<:a= f cm<=3r.:s==- p@lic~ $1h@t himDl. t!\l 

A~ he ~~n i@t@ th® ruriv~~ay, h~ dropped his 
firearm and had t@ ~t@p ~@me~t~~ily ~~d pick up the 
firearm, checking it briefly, ~~d th~G c@~tiDuing •. After 
going to the ~cen® ~~~r wh®r~ t~® b@dy wa~ lyi~ a~d 
determining th~t @th~~ @ffi©®~~ w@~~ e@@w~rging ~n the 
area, he immedi~t®ly ~$@ out @f th~ d:it"ive~~Y, running 
north on Mulberry Streett@ HuliirAg $~d ~e~t ~n Huling 
Street to Main Stre~t 9 the~ ~@~th @n Mflin Street. As he 
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r$n out of the driveW$f ~t the L@~~~ine M~tel, he was 
joined by ~n officer ~~med MALEY 9 who r~n along with him 
to a driveway ~n the ~~~tn sid~ of Huling Street between 
Mulberry and South Main Street. Officer MALEY stopped 
at that point to cb~erve 9 ~nd DOLLAHITE kept running 
toward Main. 

Upon reachiirrAg lilJI$,iR'il ~tr~(~t $lllid tur1t1tiimg south 
on Main Street, he saw no pede~tria~ traffic whatever. 
He continued ru~nirng ~~~tho~ M~i~ ~t~~et until he came 
to Jim's Grill 9 a re~t~ur~~t ~t 418 s~uth Main Street. 
Th~ doer was ~t~ndi~g ©peno H~ ~t~pp~d i~side, looked 
around briefly~ seeing customera sitting around eating 
and drinking, aind he aRui1<0>i1nmcc®d °t«) &111 p.It"~fS5<ent that no one 
should leave that re~t~ur~K1lt t~J'!til th~ police had arrived 
and approved th~ir leaiviK'llg th~ prcemirsl~~. He then 
pulled the do0>r t@ the :!r'<esrtal\1.1~&\nt ~hut a1md cointinued 
running south en Main Streeto 

As he came ~~t of Jim's Grill and started 
running south again, he ~bserved ~ome items lying in the 
doorway to Canipe Amu~ement Comp~ny ~t 424 South Main. 
At the time, he had n@ idea~~ to the ~ignificance of 
these items lying in th~t doorway. He did not stop but 
kept running south on Main past Ca~ipe's, going a distance 
of some 20 to 30 feet bef~re ~topping. His purpose in 
running past Canipe's w~~ in orde~ to l~ok east around 
the corner of the building in which Canipe's is located 
to see if he could observe anyone running or any other 
suspicious activity, OOLIAHlTE stating th~t at this time 
hep of course, did n@t kn~w the poi~t fr~m which the gun 
bad been fired resulting in the killing of Dro KING. 

Upon running 20 or 30 feet south of Canipe's, 
he observed that there W$~ n© are~ ~t that lo~ation where 
anyone could run or con~e$l himself 9 there being some 
large outdoor signs ~nd ~ fence lo~~ted just south of 
Canipe's. In addition, be observed other officers running 
north on Main on the e~~t Slid~ of th~ ~idew~lk, coming 
from tm direction of the fire ~t~tio~, so that these 
officers w~uld h~ve b®~n i~ ~ p@~iti~n t~ see anyone 
running or any other ~~~pici@u~ ~~tivity in the general 
area in which OOLLAHITE w~~ p~@©~~ding. He th~n turned 
around and w~lked ~@~th@@ the ®~~t ~id~ of M*in to the 
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vicinity of the d@orway to Canipe Amu~®■ent Company. 
About this tim~ ©th®r @ffi~~r~ ~~~iw~d @~ the ~©ene 
and took up~ p@~iti©~ ~r~urud th® it®~ lying in front 
of the d~@l'W$Y t@ C~@ip~ A~u~~~e~t C@~p~~Yo Patrolman 
DOLLAHITE th~n W&llked W®~t at~l"~~[S l&IIT~iIDl Stretcet in front 
of Canipe Amu~~ment C@~p~~Y ~@d ~t~ti@~~d hiMlffll~lf 
near a blue C~m~ro p~rk®d @~ th~ w~~t ~ide of Main 
oppo~i te Cani~ Amu~®m~trnt C@mpi~u1y,, 

Patl"(f)lmau] oou~~R~]:T}R ~~J/:lb0 iLiH~udl ti1tf5J.t h~ i~ positive 
that after b~ ~,JI~riv®d @rn fuf/@1,l1~ Bt1t~~di:~ &ttrnd ulffitil the officers 
haid given th®ir ~.pp1r(Q)Wif®,l 1 101@ f 11~:rf0l,t):,nA 1,rdf:t the ~1r~a on foot. 
He i~ equally p~f§litiv~ thfiil.t RR~'=>) 'if(Ed)tf(~d_,~ ~p~d [lW~Y from the 
~rcea ~~oa.u11.d Cfai,fillipe A1in.ll.~~)m®Hr.irt C1Qlffli5)~1111,:w &iif t~!" b~ ar:iri ved on 
Mia in Street.. He ~t~t~d thumt tful® ©J@l~! tir®(EJ he w~~ not in 
a position to observe the activity in tbe 400 block of 
South M~in aft~r h@) f lr~t ~r'ft':i~"lf®d t@®R'°~ W[f!~ duriKAg the 
time that he ~tepped into Jim 9

~ Grill. He ~tated, however, 
that he wa~ in thi~ grill @rnly m©m~!ffit~rily and he is 
certain in hi~ owim mmiirud that h® W&lfSl ijH»t i,n Jim'~ Grill 

long enough f~r ~~y@~e tg hav~ ~u~ fr~~ ~ith®r @f the 
exits to a ro~i~g h©u~e ~t 422½ S@uth M~in and thereafter 
run to an automobile ~nd le~ve th~ ~c~n® without his 
h$ving seen such activity. 

With regard to the owne~ ©i C~nipe A~usement 
Company, a white man 9 talffid two custt0>~:ffi<e1"1&J ins id® Canipe 
Amusement Company, two Negro m~l~~, h~ ~tat~d that he saw all 
three of these per~ons ~nd was with a group of officers who 
were talking to these individu~ls. H~ ~t$ted, however, 
that as he r~n ~outh on Main before leaving Canipe 
Amusement Company 1 he did not see th~ white male, Mr. 
CANIPE, step out ont@ th~ ~id~w~lk~ He ~tated th~t since 
he was alone and o~® of th~ fi~~t @ffi~er~ to ~rrive in 
this area, his e~~~nti~l purp©~~ w~~ fir~t to attempt to 
observe and loc~te ~~, ~u~pi~i©u~ p®r~@~ who might be 
attempting to le~ve th~ ~~e~ 9 ~nd ~e~~@dly, wherever he 
saw $DY people in bu~i~e~~ hou~~~ @r @tb®rwise, be 
in~tructed th~m t@ ~em~ifi wh®~~ th~y ~~r~ ~© that officers 
l~ter checking the area would have an opportunity to 
interview every@irn® wih@ w~~ :iin th® ~Jre@. ~~ ~ooin as possible. 

Patr@lma@ OOLLAHITE ~dvi~~d th~t ~fter other 
©ffic~r~ had ~rriv~d i~ f~@rnt @f c~~ip~ Am~~ement Company, 
and after be bad learned during the co~versation that 
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on~ or m~re of th~ th.r~® P®~~@@~ i~id® Ca~ip® Am~ement 
Commpii.ny report~d b®aritmg tlhl~ 90~qlill®~li@g 00 @f tir<eis as a 
white Must~ng ~ped $W~Y fr@~ th® ~r~~p he oooerved what 
he reg~rded to be ~kid ~arJffl ~t ~ p@i~t approximately 
one car length s@uth @f the d@~~~J t@ C~nip~ Am~sement 
C@mpany. In p@i~ti~g @ut th® ge~~~$l ~r~a where he 
observed these ~kid ~~r~ 9 ~tr@lm~@ DOLLAHITE ob~erved 
thMt th~re is ~P~~~ f@r thre~ ~ut@m@bil~s t@ park between 
the first drivew~J ~@uth of c~~ipe Aoo~~®ment Co~pany 
(on the east side of M~in) and~ n@ p$rki~g z~~e around 
a fire plug ju~t to the n@~th~f thi~ d~iv®way. He 
~tated that he w@uld e~timat~ th~t th® ~kid m~rk~ which 
he observed wer~ mad~ by~~ ~Mt@m~bil~ p~rked in tbe 
c®nter parking ~re~ 9 $~~Wllling ~11 tl'rur®~ p~rking spaces 
were filled at the ti•~. 

A~ to aut@m@bil~~ parked@~ the e~~t ~ide of 
Main in the area in fr@~t of C~nipe AB~@ment Company at 
the time he arrived o~ the ~~~~e 9 h~ ~t~ted he cannot 
now recall a de~cripti@n @f th~ v@hicle~ which he did 
see. However, he d@®~ r~c~ll @b~~rvi~g ab~ut a 1962 
red Chevrolet ~t~ti@~ w~g@n ~hi~h he b~lieve~ was parked 
in the first ~pace ~~uth wf th~ ~b@v~=m~~tioned driveway. 
He advised that hew~~ al~@ u~der th® inp~e~~ion he had 
~een this stati~n w~g@~ $t ~~@the~ p@int j~t ~orth of 
thi~ driveway a~d po~~ibly the@~~®~ b~d moved the car 
later on during the eveniimg o H~ ~t~:t@Mi thfit there was an 
automobile park~d dir~ctly i~ fr@~t ~f c~~ip~ Amusement 
Companyp but n@ ~ut@~@bil~ p~rk~d i~ th~ ~p~ce immediately 
behind the ~ar in fro~t @f c~~ip® A~oo~~~~t co~pany. 
It wa~ in this bl~nk ~p$~®~ @r th® ~umber two p~~ition 
south of Canipe Amu~~m®~t Co~p~~Y, th~t he ~~w what be 
thought to be ~kid mark~ ~@d whi©h ~P~~r~d to h~ve been 
made as a C$r pulled $W~J fr@m th~t p@~ition going north 
on Main Street. 

Patrolm~~ OOLILABITE ~dvi~@d th~t he had his 
firearm in hi~ h~nd ~t ~11 ti~~~ wh~~ hew~~ in the 400 
blo~k ~f Main St~~~t 9 $~d if th® ~it~®~~®~ in Canipe 
Am~s~ment Comp~~J r~p@rted ~~eing $ D®puty running south 
on Main carrying a fi~®~~mp th~~ ~~d~ubt~dly the~e 
witn~~~e~ wer® refe~ring t@ him 9 P~tr@l~~~ OOLIAHXTE. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date ___ 4/::..__13__:/_6_8 ___ _ 

Mr O SOLOMOli J'OlNfES,, JR<II ti 314 van~e Avenue~ Memphis, 
who is employea as a tu~~ral dire~tor for R. Se Lewis and Sons 
at the same addr~~~ w~~ int~rviewed at the Lorraine Motel, 406 
Mulberry 0 Memphiso 

Mro JONES advised that h~ had be~n serving as 
chauffeur for Dro MARTIN LUTHER KING 0 JR.,, on Dro KING's last 
trip to Memphiso He b~li®ved that he had started driving for 

;Dro KING on April 1 0 19680 H<e ~tat~d that, Reverend JAMES IAWSON 
of Memphis had reque~ted him to driv~ Dro KING while he was in 
Mooaphiso 

On Wedne~d~y nighto April 3 0 19680 Dro KING spoke 
at the Mason Temple in Memphi~ and after the ~peech returned 
to the Lorraine Motel 0 406 Mulberryo Memphiso Dr. KING told 
him to report back to the Lorrain~ Motel on Thursday morning, 
April 4 0 1968 0 at 8g30 a~moo a~ Dro KING was due to go to 
court in Memphis in regard to a re~training ordero 

Mr. JONES stated that on Thursday morning 0 April 4, 
1968 9 he returned to the Lorraine Mot~l at about 8g30 a.m.o 
which motel is lo~ated at 406 Mulberry. He ~tated this motel 
is located on the ea~t side of Mulberry S~reet and is bordered 
on the north by Huling Avenue and on the ~outh by East Butler. 

He advised that h~ parked the carowhich was used to 
driv~ Dro KING and whi~h car was~ 1961 Cadillac and belonged 
to the Ros. Lewis and Son~ Fun~ral Homeo in the parking area 
of the Lorraine Motel. He parked thi~ ~ar in front of Room 
207 which is on the ground level of th~ Lorraine Motelo The 
car was headed into the motel ar~a which would have been in an 
easterly dire~tiono 

A short time aft~r he arrived Reverend ANDREW YOUNG, 
an as~ociate of Dr~ KING, c©~t~ct~d JONES and stated that Dr~ 
KING was not going to go to ~ourt on the morning of April 4g 
19680 and YOUNG wa~ going to go to ~ourts Reverend YOUNG 
informed JONES that he wa~ to r~main at the motel as Drs KING 
wa~ to later that day addre~s the sanitation workers. 

On 4/12/68 File# 
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JONES advised that he remained at the Lorraine 
Motel and ate his lunch at the motelo At about 3:00 p.m., 
April 4, 1968, Reverend BILLY KIZER (phonetic), a minister in 
Memphis, informed JONES that Dr. KING and other members of his 
staff were going to have dinner at Reverend KIZER's home at 
about Si00 pom., April 41 1968. 

Mr. JONES stated that Dre KING did not leave the 
motel area the entire day of April 4, 1968, and JONES stated 
that he stayed in this area the entire daye 

He advised that Dr. KING and his group did not leave 
the motel at SiOO p....mG9 as had been originally mentioned to him 
by Reverend KIZER. At approximately 6:00 porn., April 4, 1968, 
JONES noticed Dr. KING come out of a room on the balcony 
level of the Lorraine Motel which room was north of Room 306 
where Dr. KING was residing. Dr. KING proceeded to Room 306 
and as he was about to enter the room Dro KING told JONES to 
start the car as they were preparing to go to dinner. JONES 
stated he started the car and Dr$ KING went into Room 306 
where he was staying with Reverend ABERNATHY. 

Dr. KING came out of Room 306 a short time later and 
was standing on the balcony area in front of Room 306. At this 
time Dr. KING was fully dressed. Dr. KING was looking from the 
balcony level down to JONES who was standing beside the car on 
the ground level. JONES advised the car was still parked in 
front of Room 207e Dro KING was talking to JONES about the 
weather and JONES stated he told Dre KING he should put on 
a topcoat as it was cool outsideo He stated that he was 
looking up at Dr. KING during this conversation and Dre KING 
was facing west and that he, JONES, was facing east. Dr. KING 
acknowledged JONES concerning obtaining his topcoat. 

JONES stated while he was still looking at Dr. KING 
he heard a sound which he thought was a fire cracker. Dr. KING 
fell to the floor of the walkway in front of Room 306. At this 
point JONES could see blood coming from Dr. KING, and realized 
the sound was actually a shot rather than a fire crackero 
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JONES stated that he started ~~reaming and calling for help 
and repeatedly called several tim~~ 00 D:t>., KING us been shot o 

11 

. He advised that at the time of the shooting that 
JESSE JACKSON, a staff member of Dr9 KINGo was standing at 
Room 305e He aliso recalled that Dro KING's lawyer by the 
name of ESKRIDGE of Chi~agov Illinoi~ 0 was standing near JONES 
on the ground level. 

After ~~eing Dro KING bleedi~g and realizing that 
he was $hot 0 JONES stated th~t he and ESKRIDGE did not run 
to the ~~de of Dro KING aS3 oth~Jts were ~oming to Dr., KING's aid. 
However 0 he and ESKRIDGE turned we~t since that was the direction 
in which.the shot had origi~~tedo and went toward Mulberry 
Street which street is located on the front portion of the 
motelo They ran about 50 feet and stopped opposite the 
office of the motelo JONES stated he and the lawyer both 
then looked around and ~aw nothing. JONES stated he ran 
about another ten feet we~t and stopp~d at the edge of 
the sidewalk in front of the motel and ~tood beside a brick wal1 1 
He stated;\ESKRIDGE also ran up to ~~m~ area opposite himo 
He advis~d when h<e r<eached thi~ point. he looked opposite the 
point where h~ wa~ ~tanding which wa~ al~o the driveway area. 
He looked opposite the driveway ar~~ tow~rd the west side 
of Mulberry Stre~te This area ha~ a l~rge retaining wall. 
Immediately above the retaining wall is a gras~y area with some 
small shrubs and bu~heso Thi~ are~ is behind some buldings 
facing South Main Streeto He got a quick glimpse of a person 
with hi~ back toward Mulberry Street~ 

He e~timatedihe person he glimpsed would have been 
approximately 60 feet f~om where he wa~ ~tandinge He pointed 
out it was du~k d~rk and he merely got a quick glimpse of 
someone in that ~r~a. Re ~tated th~t it was the back of this 
individual and he ~ould ~ot tell whether the person was 
Negro or white~ Thi~ p~r~on was moving rather fast and he 
re~alls that he believed he was wearing some sort of light 
colored jacket with ~ome sort of~ hood or parkao He stated 
this. person apPce~red to llim to bP. abput S 11 11 °9 or ad little taller. 
He d1a. n,ot see him e1arry1,J.mg a.unytl-mg in hi~ nand an did not 
notice anything ~on~~rning his dres~ below his waist~ 
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He ~aid he could not tell anything further about 
this individual and it could have been ·an officer 0 but he 
could not furnish any further details concerning thisindividual. 

He related that he did not look to his left or south 
o~ Mulberry Street~ After taking a quick glimpse he immediately 
ran back to the motel area where Dr. KING was locatedo He ran 
up the middle stairway of the motel which stairway was opposite 
Room 308Q. As he was running up the staiJtWay he noticed a red 
ambulance had arrived and he believed this ambulance was a Memphis 
Fire Department ambulan~eo 

At this point he stated he was in such a state of 
shock that someone put him in Room 308 and he had to lie down 
for a moment. While tbev were pl~cing Dr. KING into the 
a.mbulancee LEE BER.NARO, an aideof Dro KING 6 cam.e into Room 308 
and told him to calm down and for him to drive the car and 
follow Dr~KING's ambulance& JONES stated he drove the car which 
had been used for Dr o_ KING and followed the ambulance to the 
hospital. In the car with him was Reverend ANDREW YOUNG and 
LEE BERNARD~ 
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'TORRE:NCE No LANDE:RS 3/ Pat1ro lmant ~ Memphis Pol ice 
Department~ furni~hed th~ fol.lo~w1i1mg inf'o;rromation ~ 

On the afternoon of Ap~il 4 9 1968j he was a 
m~mb~r of Mobile; 'f'a~tical Uni it ''I'~n whi.ch consisted of 3 
vehicl~~., Sho~tly prior' to 6 ~00 PM 9 th~tnii t ~topped at the 
fire §itation loc~,tie@ in tht~ 40n blolck of S .. Main Street 

t E 13> ·t 1~. A ''21\ • IC!\ 'ii') ~,Ju,'#c.'-""'"-0 ~Jli ,'(~ JG!'i-f' ic 'l-l/ Ir 'ifiFfit.iT't'y'fi ii.? 1~1,.?<• JD ~ a " oU ~r v~n~1~"' 1uo~ ~"),11 ,j\t! ""''" JU.:·~. !t1,c.w;.,: H~-n, n ...,t~ 1Y- j n,o j wag 
staying at thcel Lorra:in~ Mctdt~Jl :.tit th~ tinu~~ and the motel was 
located app:iroximately on~ blc:cJ:: LY'om itJ1~ ! f]':'e ~tation o 

At approximately 5~50 PM on Ap 11 4 9 he heard a sharp sound 
which resembled a firea~m beln~ di~cha~ged, however 9 no 
on~ e l~ei paid any at t1t?~1t i(J::Jtj) it ~'i td1it u\<o-Jt '~1;~ and he pa id no 
further att~ntion to it v hl\)W,(g>¥((t1c >) ;ai f'~·w moment5 later someone 
in the fire station announc~d that Doctor KING had been shot. 
He imm~diat~ly .l®Jft th~ f i1t,e :~"5;'tLati<oHm by the door on the 
northwe5'>t co!°ne,r ~ lt'an along ,s:t1cit1 ttll~ :~itation to a retaining 
wall in back of the ~tat ion whic:h i:~ al~o Mulb~rr)y Avenue e 

He and :anot.h~lf' of'fi~~r .j u.nlifH~d down «)I(]to :Mulbe1rry Street 
and ran to the Lorrain~ Motel whe:r~~ f:ii gwoup of Negroes 
were gath~r~d on th®J walk bii::~n~atb tb~ balcony o There was 
a g-reat d~al of turmoil i and b® ~Hi1ik®d one of the men 
pre5lentil from what dir~ction th<e ~bet wa~ fired$ This individ­
ual pointed to th~ ~~coID1d i loo~· wi~dv~~ of a :r'ooming house 
on S., Main Str~~t am @aid~ ~"f.tJOffi OV~J" i.the1r~e w, 

Off i<ef!jJr F'LAND ERS i mmed l ;at~ l y 1 e: ft the mote 1 on 
foot~ ran aero~~ Mulbe:rry StJr<G~t ~ iu1i«J leaping on an 
empty 55 gallon drum which wa~1i on th~ .~id~walk, he boosted 
himself up onto the top of a Jt~ta,iITTting wall Q He then searched 
the ground in back of th~ roomd.Jrig hou~~ f'or footprints t 
however 9 he found no:ne with th~1 ex~~ption of 2 footprints 
near a c~llar dool'.''" lt had -it'alnr~d th~ previou~ day and 
the ground wa~ ®ioft antdl ai1ty for1tpr0 i1nrt.~ ~~ould have been easily 
notede Just a few minutes later 9 he was joined in the search 
by a deputy ~h~.i~lff P who w;0i.~, wwtt~iJJf jJn\g a light colored helmet. 
L.ANDERS stated that he!) himt~()!l-f r h~d no hat and he was wearing 
a light blue shirt, no tiev and dark blue trousers. 
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The ground lev~l p~emi~~~ in the area were immediately 
searched, however, nothing wa~ reveal~d or noted connected 
to this investigation. Be also advi~~d that in a matter of 
a few minutes the area wa~ swarming with officers who sealed 
off the area in a effort to appr~he~d the individual responsi­
ble for shooting Doctor KING. He ~~iterated that he is 
positive if anyone had b~en aero~~ the street from the 
Lorraine Motel in th~ area behind the ~ooming house in the 
400 block of So Main Streetp he would have been able to 
observe the individual~ footp~ints, however, none were note~, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• - . .. • FD-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4_/_1_6_/_6_8 ____ _ 

SAC ROBERT Go JENSEN ~~d SA RALPH Jo LIEWER contacted 
RALPH Mo CARPENTER, an employee of York Arms Company, 162 South 
Main Street 9 Memphiso Mr~ CARPENTER was inform~d of the identity 
of SAC JENSEN and he has previou~ly been interviewed by SA LIEWBR. 
He was told we had an additional group of photographs we would 
like him to view~ He wa~ told that no ~ignificance should be 
attached to the ~equence or ~rr~~g®m~~t the photographs might 
be in when he saw them~ The~~ photograph~ were laid out, one 
after another, on the second floor ~w~y from bystanders and other 
employees i.n the York Arms Company~ 

CARPENTER spent at lea~t tw~nty minutes reviewing 
carefully each of the photogr~ph~& He ~~pre~~ed some hesitation 
for a time between a photograph of on(B RICHARD SMITH and the 
photograph of ERIC S~ GALT~ No n~me~ ~nd no identifying data 
of any kind were furni~hed to CARPENTER in connection with his 
study of these phot~)graphs., He didl ~tate in connection with a 
photograph of SMITH that he thought this was a local Memphis boy 
whom he might have ~een~ He turned this photograph over and did 
reject the photograph as not being identical to the one to whom 
he sold the bi'noculars" 

He studied carefully fo~ approximately five minutes 
the photograph of ERIC So GALT and m~dte comments c.oncerning the 
appearance of GALT(l He stated the h~il" was generally similar 
to the customer but thought it might be jus;t a little bit longer .. 
th~n when the customer had b~en in th~ store on April 4~ He also 
said that he recalled the cu~tomer he waited on did not have 
heavy, bushy eyebrows but they were more like the eyebrows in the 
photograph of GALT$ He also stat~d he had no recollection of 
seeing GALT's teeth and tho~ght he h~d a ~mile when he waited on 
him~ CARPENTER also ~aid he h~d no i~dependent recollection of 
GALT 9 s ears appearing as they did in the photograph, but he theo 
said he did not notice them partic~l~rly,., He did furnish the 
following statement regarding his identification of the photograph 
of ERIC S. GALT: 

.. 

On 4/16/68 at M:emphisi s: TenxM:,,~s;~~ File# Memphis 44-1987- M ... J)-7J 

b SAC ROBERT G. JENSENfind 4/16/68 
Y --1Ht-......,.,.....,.__,_,....."'IMIPW4!~-..-,,.----Q,,..------Date dictated ----------------

This document contains n:ither recomm~ s no/conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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HApril 16, 1968 

"On April 16, 1968, Ir Ralph M Cm.irpenter waa shown a group 
of 5 photographs by Special Ag®nt in Charge Robert G Jensep 
and Special Agent Ralph J Li~wsro After careful study of 
each of these picturE)s I plail.oed my na■e on tile back of the 
picture which I feel mo~t ~~sem~led the aan who bought a 
set of binoculars from me on Ap~il 4, 1968 at York Arms, 
162 Soo Main.St., Memphis, Tennessee. - I was not furnished 
any names or ~ny de8criptive data regarding any of the 
photographs shown. I was al~o told that no significance 
should be attached to any ~equence or arrangeaent that the 
photographs were shown to ma. I did turn one photograph 
over as I thought I recogniz~d this to be a local lleapbis 
boyo I did not however re~ogni~e him as the person to whom 
I sold the binoculars. 

0 In choosing the pbotograp~ I wa~ guided by •Y best recollec­
tiono I reJD.e1nber that the maim who bought the binoculars 
did not have heavy eyebrtf>WS ~nd lfere about aedium like the 
ones ia the photograph ~~l~~t®d by me. I did not sell any 
other binoculars on April 4p 1988 

0 M:, signature ~tte)~t~ tJtJ1~,t l am in agreeaent wi tb. 
the information ~et forth 0~1 p~g~ one a,nd page two of this 
statement. 

/~/ Ralph M~ carpenter 

/s/ Robert G Jensen 
SAC, FBI, Memphis 
April 16, 1968 

/s/ Ralph J. Liewer 
Special Agt6nt FBI 
April 16, 1968°0 

It eihould be 1mot~d tllnlRt the name "ERIC S. GALT0 

was not furnished to CARPENTER 9 ml~~::• ~~s he in a position to 
read the name when he sig,mced tl'.il® b~(~k of the photo1rapb. Bis 
concluding remarks., vhi~h W®'.lt'® ffia\\d~ !i.t app:roxiaately 11 :20 a.a., 
4/16/68, were to the ef feet thS't t 1' 

11111 don° t own a suit., I 
suppose I will have to bwy oo. ~~it ~o tha,t I can go to court. 0 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 5, 1968 

Deto E. So BERKLEY, Homicide Bureau, Police Department, 
Memphis, Tennessee, was interviewed at the Homicide Bureau, at 
which time he furnished the following information: 

At the instructions of Assistant Chief ROUTT of the 
Memphis Police Department, he went to Sto Joseph's Hospital at 
approximately 7:45 pom. this evening.· While at the hospital, 
he obtained the personal clothing from the body of MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR. At this time, KING's body was located in a 
consultation room on the main floor of St. Joseph's Hospital 
adjacent to the emergency wardo 

He then brought the clothing belonging to Dr. KING 
to the Homicide Bureau of the Memphis Police Department. 

At this point, Deto BERKLEY made available for exa_m­
ination the following items belonging to Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING: 

1) White long sleeve Arrow 
showing a composition ■ade UJJ of 
shirt was blood stained and there 
side in the area of the collaro 

shirt, wash-and-wear style, 
. dacron and polyester. This 

was a large bole on the right 

2) One black suit coat and pants bearing the label 
Petroceli and the name Zimmermanj Atlanta, on the inside label 
of the coat. The coat was blood stained and torn. 

3) One pair black 100 percent nylon shorts, size 34, 
bearing the name ShorewoodQ 

4) 

5) 

one tie, brand D and H, bearing the name Apparel Shop. 

One pair men's black sockso 

6) one white T-shirt bearing the name Lewis, medium size, 
which was blood stainedo 

7) one pair black Bannister shoes. 

. ·· On __ 4_/_4_/_6_8 ___ at __ M_e_m~p_h_i_s....;.,_T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ___ File # Memphis 44-1987-~~-7-
1 

by __ SA_A_ND_R_'.<k_w_s_LO_:A_N_:_L_F __________ Date dictated __ 4/_5_/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-

ME 44-1987 
2 

• 

Det. BERKLEY advised that he also obtained from Dr. 
KING's body two $10 bills, one $5 bill and three $1 bills, as 
well as 45 cents in change. He also obtained a key to Room 307 
for the Lorraine Motel and Hotel. He also obtained one silver 
pen, numerous business cards and a black address book bearing 
the year 1968 on t~e cover. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _A_p_r_i_l_5_,_1_9_6_f3 __ _ 

Lto GLYNN KINGJ Homicide Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, 
Police Department, was interviewed at the Homicide Bureau, at 
which time he furnished the following information: 

At approximately 7:15 Pomo this evening, he was at 
Apartment 5B, 422½ south Main Streetj Memphis, and conducted 
a search of this apartment with several other law enforcement 
officerso The search was conducted after it was believed that­
the slayer of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JRo had stayed in this 
room. During the course of the search, he obtained a red, 
white and blue stick pin which appeared to be a Disabled Veterans 
pin. The stick pin was located in the top drawer on the left hand 
side of the dresser adjacent to the east wall of Apartment 5B. 
This stick pin was taken to the Homicide Bureau to be retained 
as possible evidence. 

On _4_/_4_/_68 ___ at ----=M=-e.:;_m__.p.::...;:h:.;;_1.~· s~, _,T=-e.:;_n_n_e,;;...;;s.;;;..:s~e.:;,_e.c...__ ___ File # Memphis 44-1987-Jt~·D--/0 
-· .,,,,' { ,:,' 

by --=S-=-=A-'"'A:.:.:ND::.:.:::;.::R:.:::E:..::W.::...)J-=·~.i:.=, LO=,·· =Ai:u.N.&..1: Lm.1F=------------Date dictated --=4~/.:.5'--/ 6.:;;.,;8:::;._. ______ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A_p_r_i_l_2_5_;,.,_1_9_6_8_~ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr .. CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS, 
Apartment 6B, 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 
STEPHENS said the 1955 and 1960 photographs of RAY were not 
familiar to him, but he advised the 1966 profile photograph 
of RAY appearing in Wanted Flyer 442-A, April 19, 1968, and 
Identification Order 4182 dated April 20, 1968, looked like 
the man he saw in Apartment 5B on April 4, 1968, talking to 
Mrs .. BESSIE BREWER. STEPHENS said he only saw the man~s 
profile in the boarding house and as a result could only say 
the profile photograph of RAY in 1966 looked very much like 
the above mentioned man in Room 5B. 

STEPHENS said he had never seen the bedspread or 
any similar bedspread either at the rooming house or anywhere 
else .. 

On __ 4_/_2_4_/6_8 __ at _M_e_m___,p.._h_is---"-, _T_e_n_n---.--e~s_s_e_e ____ File # Memphis 44-1987-~i..:-{>-i\ 

Sli'? 
SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON:jap 4/25/68 

by ----------------------Date dictated----------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

I 1//). f\l /.,.~Ai{) . ' -' . -;. . ii 
/ J\t, I.•~ l fW?,X / e,i/{ / {, '.p' l ~'! (..:A,(_, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ---"'-A""'"""p"'"'""r--'i;;__.l;;.___;:::2:....::;5......,,___;:;;;l;_,:;;9_::;6-==8:.___,_ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, 
Tennessee, April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. WILLIAM CHARLES 
ANSCHUTZ, Apartment 4B, 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee. He advised none of the men in the photographs 
were familiar to him and that he would not be able to 
identify the man he saw running down the hall on April 4, 
1968, in the late afternoon after hearing the noise which he 
thought was a shot, as the man was covering his face with 
his arm as he ran down the hall. 

On _4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at __ M_e_m_p_h_is_9 _T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ___ File # Memphis 44-1987-~~\..,-\).~J 

s-/lY 
SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON:jap 4/25/68 

by -----------------------Date dictated----------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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On 

1 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEs·.~ GATION 
' 

April 25, 1968 
Date --=--~-------

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY take-n 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at.Memphis, April 4, 
1968, were• shown to Mrs~ BESS IE RUTH BREWER, Room No.. 2, 
422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.. She said she 
had looked at the bedspread on April 4, 1968, when it was 
displayed to her after being recovered by the Memphis Police. 
She said the bedspread did not come from her rooming house 
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her 
life~ Mrs~ BREWER said none of the men in the photographs 
shown her were familiar to her~ She further advised that 
she did not believe she would recognize the man using the 
name JOHN WILLARD if he were to 0 walk up and say hello to 
me right nowo" She said she did not look at the man 
called WILLARD ttsquarely in the face" and as a result, does 
not think she will be able to identify him~ 

April 24, \~68 Memphis, Tennessee 
File# 

SV1Y 
by __ S_A_S_T_E_P_H_E_N_M_f_• _D_A_R_L_I_N_G_TO_N_:_J_0 a_p _____ 0ate dictated __ 4_/_2_5_/_6_8 ___ ~ 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A_,;;:p;....,...r_i_l_2_5___;,;..__1_9_6_8 __ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, Tennessee, 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mro BERTIE L. REEVES, Apartment 3, 
422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.· He advised none 
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him and that 
he had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread similar to it. 

0 4/24/68 Memphis, Tennessee n _______ at -----'-'---__:___-~------File # 

s~ 
b SA STEPHEN Mo DARLINGTON~jap d 4/25/68 

y ------------------------Date ictated ----------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 D April 25, 1968 a~ ______ ..;_ ___ _ 

Mr. FRANK BREWER, Room No. 2, 422½ South Main 
Street, Memphis, Tennesseej advised he never saw the man 
registered as JOHN WILLARD at the boarding house. 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr~ BREWER,and he advised none 
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him. He 
also stated he had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread 
similar to it. 

4/24/68 Memphis 1 Tennessee On _______ at _______________ File # 

=>fl'/ 
SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON:jap 4/25/68 

by -----------------------Date dictated ____ ....:..· ..... J-~---
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · ' 1. 
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1 Date __ A_p~r_i_l_· ·_2_5-=-,_1_9_6_8~_ 

Mrs~ CHARLIE STEPHENS 9 Apartment 6B, 422½ South 
Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised she never saw the 
man registered into Room 5B on April 4, 1968, as.she was 
sick in bed that entire week. 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mrs8 STEPHENS, and she advised 
none of the men in the photographs were familiar to her. She 
also stated she had never seen the bedspread or ·any 
bedspread similar to it before. 

On __ 4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at __ M_e_m_p_h_i_s~, _T_e_n_n~e_s_s_e_e ____ File # 

sr,v 
SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON~jap 4/25/88 

by -----------------------Date dictated--------~-

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date April 23 1 1968 

Mrs. HENRIETTA HAGEHASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel 
Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis$ Tennessee, was 
shown various photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and advised 
that none of these photographs looked familiar to her. 
She added that she still felt that she would be unable 
to recoJnize the individual who registered at the motel 
as ERIC S. GALT even if she had a face-to-face confrontation 
with him. 

On _4_/_2_2_/_6_8 __ at Mel!illlphis ~ Temum(8ssee File# 

' ' t, 

by SA JOHN W., BAUER :tjm \\~f 1 
Date dictated __ 4__;/_2_2_/~6-8----

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

Mrs. PEGGY BROWNv 4810 Richland, was interviewed 
at her place of employmentu Oliver Rexall Drugstore, Highway 
51 South, White Haven, Tennesseeo at which time :lhe viewed 
the photograph of ERIC STAR\/0 GALT wherein GALT :..s depicted 
with his eyes closed and sl\e furnished the foll1-' 1.i:: __ 7":g information: 

She stated that tt1is photograph <,renerally ceoicts 
the individual who was in t11e dru~S4<>re on April 3t 1.9:Z.8, She 
advised that the individu(:Ll in the store w,:i.,::i generally 
of the same age as GALT, had the same color hair, and 
similar type complexion •. Photograph of GAL'..' appeared to 
resemble the individual i.n t.he manner of bu ld it) a general way. 
She advised that she is ·Jnable to say if th~.s is the same 
person who was in the stGre. She cculd not·say whether the 
facial characteristics dt:picted in the phot"-->gr.aph are similar 
to the man who made the purchase. She advised she does not 
have a good recollectio~ of the person and niy be able to 
identify this individual if she were to see him in person. 
She could not comment regarding the eyes, nose, and other facial 
characteristics depicted in the photograph as· .·_she does not know 
if they are similar to the customer who purcha~ed the Gillette 
razor kit. 

On --=a4-/~1~9..--/~6-8,_ __ at Memphis, Tenneesee File# 

k 
by SA ANDREJ:'.sLOAN/raj Date dictated ___ 4..,:..../_1_9...;../_6_8 __ _ 

This docume~t cont~ins neither recommendatio1;1-s nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. , 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A~p_r_i_1_2_5_.:;,_1_9_6_8 __ 

Mr$ RALPH MEREDITH CARPENTER, 4844 Durbin Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee, a salesman at the York Arms Company, 
162 South Main Street, Memphis~ was shown a group of pictures 
taken on different dates of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI No. 405 942 G. 
Mr~ CARPENTER said of the picture of RAY taken March 28, 1955, 
that he could not eliminate this as being a picture of the 
individual to whom he had sold a pair of Bushnell binoculars 
on April 4, 1968. He said that the purchaser of the binoculars 
did not have any beard or mustache but his facial features 
resembled those in the March 28 9 1955, photograph of RAY. 
CARPENTER said the 1968 picture of JAMES EARL RAY, as shown 
on the current Wanted Flyer, Number 442-A, looks more like the 
binocular purchaser than any picture he has seen to date. 
CARPENTER mentioned that he does not recall a protruding left 
ear of the customer and did not note any scar on his face. He 
said he could not positively identify this 1968 picture of 
JAMES EARL RAY as being a picture of the binocular purchaser 
above mentioned, but he believes that it is. 

Tennessee File # Memphis 44-1987--·t_t:..L-\) .. ~(\ On __ 4_/_2_2_/_6_8 __ at (}??his, 

SA RALPH J. L";jap 4/25/68 
by ----------------------Date dictated---------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4-'-/_1_7...;_/_6_8 ____ _ 
1 

WALTER LANE BAILEY, Owner, Lorraine Hotel-Motel, 
406 Mulberry Avenue, Memphis 1 Tennessee, advised that a check 
of his records reflected the following named persons as 
having been registered into his motel on either April 3 or 
April 4, 1968 1 or both dates: 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

GERALD HARRELL 
Room No. 10 
on April 3-4~ 1968 
address: 5427 Urguhart Avenue 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

JAMES LEWIS 
Room No. 11 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 78 West Trigg Avenue 

Memphis, Tennessee 

Mo JACKSON 
Room No. 12 
on April 3, 1968 
no address given 

R. ROGERS 
Room No. 200 
on April 3, 1968 
no address given 

WILLIE WILLIAM 
Room No. 201 
on April 3, 1968 
address: 810 Parson Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Ro B_, COTTONREADER 
Room No. 202 
on April 3, 1968 
address: 408 Third Street 

Marks, Mississippi 

4/11/68 at Memphi$ 9 Tennessee 

SA EUGENE A. MEDORf(ttJN. and ---IYI/ 
by _S_A_S_T_E_P_HE_N_M_. _D_A_R_L_I_N_G_ro_N __ S_MD_ifi-=---m_n_r ___ Date dictated _4.,:_/_1_7;:.._/6_8 _______ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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7) 

8) 

9) 

10) 

11) 

12) 

13) 

14) 

TOBIE WYNN 
Room No. 204 
on April 3-4 1 1968 
address: 3204 St. 

Columbus, Georgia 

BERNARD LEE 
Room No. 206 (on April 3, 1968) 
Room No. 205 (on April 4, 1968) 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

TRACY WRIGHT 
Room No. 208 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

ANDREW YOUNG 
Room No. 209 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JOHN WILLIAM 
Room No. 210 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

WARREN LARDSON 
Room No. 211 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 1076 Walton Avenue 

Dayton, Ohio 

EUGENE COURTNEY 
Room No. 212 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

WILLIAM MALONEY 
Room No. 301 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

• 
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15) 

16) 

17) 

18) 

19) 

20) 

21) 

22) 

• 

P. A. RANCE 
Room No. 303 (on April 3, 1968) 
Room No. 200 (on April 4, 1968) 
no address given 

JAMES ORANGE 
Room No. 304 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JESSIE JACKSON 
Room No. 305 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 366 East 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

MARTIN KING 
Room No. 306 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

RALPH ABERNATHY 
Room No. 306 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

DOROTHY COTTON 
Room No. 307 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JAMES LOVE 
Room No" 308 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 8231 Chancery Court 

Alexandria, Virginia 

JOSEPH LOUW 
Room No. 309 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 45 Tiemann Place 

New York, New York 

• 
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23) 

24) 

25) 

26) 

27) 

28) 

29) 

30) 

• 

CHARLES BALLARD 
Room No. 310 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 506 Kansas Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

STERLING TUCKER 
Room No. 311 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 626 Third Street, N.W. 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

Washington, D. C. 

SAMUEL KYLES 
312 
3-4, 1968 

704 South Parkway East 
Memphis, Tennessee 

JEAN SMITH 
Room No. 314 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

MABELLE HENDRICKS 
Room No. 315 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 767 Peachtree Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JAMES WELDON 
Room No. 316 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 111 Hunter Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

A. D. KING 
Room No\? 201 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

OFFELIN RUTHERFORD 
Room No. 202 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

• 
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32) 

33) 

34) 

35) 

36) 

37) 

38) 

39) 

• 

J.B. WILLIAMS 
Room No. 203 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 2510 Jackson Avenue 

Forrest City, Arkansas 

HENRY ANTHONY 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

BERNARD LAFAYETTE 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

C. A. DAVIS 
Room 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

L.B. WARD 
Room No. 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

HERMAN SWEAT 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

EARL CALDWELL 
Room No. 215 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

JOHN HALL 
Room No. 1 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

s. MCCOLLOUGH 
Room No. 12 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 6618 South Woodlawn Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 

• 
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41) 

42) 

43) 

44) 

45) 

• 

---- HILL (first name not given) 
Room No. 13 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

JIMER GUEMOOR 
Room No. 14 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 750 Pearl Street 

Grenada, Mississippi 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

H. VERNER 
202 
4, 1968 

5320 South Drexel Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wo BENNETT 
202 
4, 1968 

5320 South Drexel Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

GARY MASSONI 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 366 East 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

JAMES BEVEL 
unknown room number 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 8407 South Ribash Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 

• 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _A_p_r_i_l_2_6_,_1_9_6 __ 8 __ 

Rewerenrud SAMHJEJL 8 0 Kif!LES, lll!l:tfill :t~tenr 
MoJrnrume:Jrut~l B<ffipti5Jt Crnu:rr"clru 9 704 (Ste>\\Jl 1th. P@:l,Jfkway 
rei~id<eS\ ~t 2215 S'\Qlruth P~rkwcmy 11;,~@t 9 M<&Jmphis '.i) 

interview 1al.d!w itS~d ~&Sl f <QJl}L(O~~: 

of the 
E~st who 1 

Ten!nlessee, on 

Revei1r~lnld Kl"LES 9 ,wlh,(QJ lru~~5\ l lv~cdi imi Me mph is for 
approximart~ly the p:33!,:-:.'.t e11ght yeca,,:r5;9J i~ Oirn the Executive 
Board of the MeJmphi~, T'teITTlJIB€/~~-®~' B:K'@1ITYCh (Q)f theJ N~tional 
ASISHociiffit iorrl for the Adv~fil1(C'e~Lnit of C(Q)lor~d People (NAACP) 
~fil\d is &1li§.\o a membel" {Q)f ·th~ South.€}t'illl Clhnr i~t i~n Leradership 
Colnlfer®nce (SCLC), th~ irna1tiortt~l hle~dl(~Uatit"ter~ of which is 
At la nt ~ , Georg i~ j ~ lTil d! the Pr~~ id~ ITTJ t of w h ic h '-' up un t i l. 
April 4 9 1968, w~s Dl',., :Mu\R,T1IN LUJ"X'HER KlNG 9 JR& 

Rev®:r~ind KYLES ~~d~i~~d "(tJiiffit ~ 5\~lTilit~t ion workers' 
strike b®g~i.ru in MemphilS qJ Teinlfill~:S§e~ f) :F<eb:rru~ry 12 1 1968, and 
that ~hortly ~fter itS\ ~t~rt ~ gt,Ol\lp of N~gro ministers in 
Memphis, includi!ilg him§'lelf' 9 b~iil.nded tog€Jther to form a group 
which adopted the IDJIBkm<e of C(QlmtrtK-H1Lity O!rn the Move for Equality 
(COME), r~ising ftUIDld~ f(Q)l" the ~s,IT'H~tJ\t ioITTi ~trikers ~nd 
as~ ist iirng them ilrh d~ ily m~rn:~lme~ ~Jrud otlhler ~tr ike1.-support 
activity., H~ stiffited th~t 3\~ ec'.furly ~s M~rch 18, 1968, he, 
along with some of the ot mer COME l1_~~der~, induced Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JRe 9 to CcQJme to Memphi.si Wh€lr®, Olm the night of 
March 18, 1968, h~ gav~ ~ITT1 i~~pir1~g t~lk ~t M~son Temple 
to ~pproxim~t®ly 10.1)000 to 12~00)0 peioplt~~ urgi}l]g the Negro 
co1111muinity of M~mphis to UL!Ilit® ~htID.Jd t~~ s~ITTJ it~t ion workers. 

KYLES imlt.]d 5\o~ o:t th~ other CO.M!E le~ders also 
iirud1Uc~d Dr,., KING to 1r~tU]:'ITT to Memph1~ 01c1 the mor~ ing of 
March 28, 1968 'J to le~d ~ ma~~i\7~ dro~Jin,towgn lm)fal,:lt."Ch in support 
of the s~nit~ti~~ work®~~~ 

Co!11s id~r~ bl~ tnc:i®@1k lrrng oi dowmito~rn w i1rndow~ and looting 
resulted du~ing this ~1t~frn, ~~ iil Jt>€'1:Bsult lOf which K)'.US stated 
the ~~nitation ~trik~ ~®~~iv~d ~~ti~~~i~® p~blicity, and 
Dr 0 KING agre~d to ~etu1rra to M~mphis, ~JLoing with other SCLC staff 
members j iITTl e~rly April, lfJ68 1 t~ C(Q)inl't 1Lm~~ support on behalf of 
th~ s~n i t~t iorrn workenr.<Bi o 

On 4/23/68 

SAs HOWELL 8 Q LOWE V f/-- v 
by __ ~_irn_d_W_I_L~L_I_A=M=------=HC-M ... ---=L'---it-'-C.-W'-'--R"-l=-N---=C'---;E/4~', p:.,.i/,1---'W-=--=lli=ful=-_J 0,u:9 ;£!;;:s...:, ~=h=------Date dictated __ 4__J/'--2_5__,/'--6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Reverend KYLES r~c~lled th~t Dr. KING actually 
~eturned to Memphis on Wednesd~y m~~ITTi~g, April 3, 1968, 
with several of his staff as~(OC i~ite~ ifillclud ing the Vice 
President of SCLC, Reverend RALPH D0 A~RNATH¾ and his 
administrative assist~~t BERNARD LEEo Th~y all checked into 
the Lorraine Hotel a~d Motel, 4~6 Mulberry Street, Memphis, 
and actually KYLES had :ireinrted Jfooms for some of tm SCLC 
staff members under his n~meQ He pointed out that actually 
he was registered in Room 312 of the Lorr~ine Motel as of 
April 3, 1968, although he did not phy~ically occupy this 
room and did not now recall the ex~ct SCLC individual who 
occupied Room 312. He rec~lled th~t Dr. KING occupied 
Room 306, as did Reverend RALPH De ABERNATHY. 

He recalled that Dr. KING and his staff remained 
in Memphis on the night of April 3, 1968, and also remained 
in Memphis on April 4, 1968. In addition, he pointed out 
that there had been widespre~d publicity in not only the 
Memphis news media, including the two daily white newspapers, 
but also on virtually all of the r~dio ~nd television stations 
concerning the presence of Dr 0 KING ~~d his staff in Memphis 
and of the fact that they were st~ying at the Lorraine Motel. 
He stated he could not rec~ll the specific radio broadcast 
but there was at least one bro~dcast, possibly more, which 
even gave the room numberp n~mely Room 306, in which Dr. KING 
was staying in Memphis, and th~t this information was readily 
available to anyone who tended to r~~d the newspaper or took 
the time to listen to the radio news broadc~stso In other 
words, he said it was no secret~~ to where Dr. KING was 
staying. 

Reverend KYLES recalled th~t he personally went 
to the Lorraine Motel at approxim~tely 3:30 pom. on April 4, 
1968j and recalled th~t the Operatic~ Breadbasket band, 
~ singing group of the SCLC, w~s rehearsing in one of the 
rooms in the motel, this group bei~g led by BEN BRANCH,a 
former music teacher of Memphis, ;I'•einKll~ssee 61 KYLES joined 
this group and they all ~~ng v~rious hymns and SCLC songs 
until approximately 5 p.,m" At thiSl point, Reverend KYLES 
we~t to Room 306 of the Lorr~ine Motel to visit with 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR 0 , ~nd R~v~re~d RALPH DA ABERNATHY. 
He pointed out that he had earlier i~wit~d Dr8 KING and 
Reverend ABERNATHY to his hom~ $,t 2215 South Parkway East for 
a Qisoul dinnervt on the evening of April 4, 1968, pointing out 
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that Dr Q KING and Rewereirnd ABERNATHY bo'ith savored Hsoul food," 
which would normally consi~t of neck bofil~s, chitterlings, 
turnip greens and black-eyed pe~s, !mind that his wife had 
consented to cook such~ di~~®r fo~ Dr. KING and his group. 
He pointed out that both KING a~d AEERNATHY h~d been reminded 
by him earlier that di~~e~ w~s t~ b~ ~t ~pproxim~tely 6 p.m. 

He recalled ttn~t during the ~pproximate period from 
5:30 p~me to 5:55 p.m., April 4, 1968P th~t Dr. KING, 
Reverend ABERNATHY ~nd R~v~~end KYLES smt ~nd talked in 
Room 306 as Dre KING and ABERNATHY dressed in preparation 
for the dinner appointment. At~ time estimated by KYLES 
as being 5:55 p.m., or the~e~bouts, DrQ KING walked out of 
Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel 9 the door of which faces 
west and overlooks a swimmi~g pool ~nd parking area onto 
Mulberry Street, which is a narrow ITTorth=south street in 
Memphis. Dr. KINGvs room, 306, was on the second floor and 
as one walks out of the room there is 2 balcony and walkway 
are~, the balcony having an iro~ rail approximately three 
feet high to keep one from f~ll ing of:f• too balcony. Dr. KING, 
KYLES recalled, stood on the b~lc(>1ny and was speaking with 
various people standing i~ the p~rki~g ~rea of the motel 
directly beneath himo One of the perso~s with whom Dr. KING 
was speaking was Reverend JESSE JACKSONp an SCLC staff member 
from Chicago, Illinoiso KYLES rec~lled le~ving Room 306 and 
going out and talking with Dr. KING, telling him not to 
bring too many people to his hou~e or there would not be 
enough food to s~tisfy ~11 of them. KYLES also recalled 
that SOLOMON JONES, a local Neg~o who works for one of the 
funer~l homes, hai.d been Dr O KL~G ~s chai~ffenr while in Memphis 
and that KING may have made ~ome comme~t to JONES about getting 
the car ready for their trip to the KYLES residence. 

Rever~nd KYLES also r~c~ll~d th~t at about this 
period of time Reverend ABERNATHY had ~pplied shaving cream 
to his face preparing to t~k~ ~ quick sh~w~ before departing 
to dinner and that KYLES and KING were st~~ding side by 
side on the balcony and he ~l~o rec~lled that KING spoke 
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIOOEl who is am ~ttorlDJey fo:ir SCLC and who 
was in Memphis with the SC.LC st~ff. 
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Others recalled by KYLES ooing on the ground 
level within viewing and listeniThg distance of Dr. KING 
were Reverend JAMES L. BEVEL~ also of the SCLC staff and 
who has recently been living i~ Chic~go 9 and several 
young Negroest ntiurnes not r~called !) who had been hanging 
around and support ilTilg the S~lnl it ~t ior, w-01,kers strike. 
H~ pointed out that he would put the~e folks in the 
category of nhero worshipers iQ who 1 iked to be around KING 
and other import~nt person~ges, 

At this point, KYLltS ~~t imated the time as 
being approximately 6 o 9 clock p.m~, ~nd st~ted that he, 
KYLES, started to walk north on th@ balcony walkway toward 
the old Lorraine Hotel portion of the establishment for 
the purpose of getting his c~r, which w~s parked on the 
parking lot. He recalled looking down ~nd saying something 
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE who w~s standing on the ground and 
estimated that he had walked ~pproximately four door lengths 
north of Room 306 when he, K1fLESi heard a loud but possibly 
muffled sound O At first he thought it wra.s a noise from 
the immediate area possibly c~us~d by the backfiring of 
an automobile or possibly even a loud firecracker which 
had exploded in the immediate vicinity. 

He was next conscious of seeing Reverend JAMES L. 
BEVEL who had been st~ndi~g o~ the grou~d north of Room 306 
running to the motel ~re~ o~tensibly for cover and recalled 
some unknown individu1a1l yelling in ~ loud voice, 9'rhey've 
shot MARTIN«) n At this poi~t h~ turn~d around and looked 
back south toward the e~tr~~ce of Room 306 and was next 
conscious of seeing Dr 0 KINGvs prone bodyo KING was resting 
on the balcony floor with his back to the floor, his face 
facing upward, his feet partially protruding through the 
grill work of the ir~n railw~~ a~d his head headed in a south­
e~sterly direction toward the p~ss~g~w~y just south of Room 
306. 

KYLES conti~u~d th~t he took~ quick glance at 
KING's prone body after re~chi~g ~~m~ a~d saw a gaping hole 
in what he recalled to oo the right side of KING's face 
in the ~rea of his ch~ek b«.-»ne ~lITd. pr(Q)trud iin.g downward into 
his neck area. He st~ted th~t he was not f~miliar with 
guns or gun wounds but he ~ubco~~ciously re~lized that the 
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noise which he had be~rd lb1~d uirndoub~edly been that of a 
gunshot which had ~ou~ded D~. KING. He pointed out that 
KING's eyes ~ppeared to be op~n ~ITTd th~t he personally 
felt KING may still have be~~ ~liwe. He was not conscious 
of anyone else near KING's body at this time and pointed 
out that he went into a state of shock and ran rather 
hysterically into Room 306 wh~re he ~ttempted to use a 
telephone for the pu~pose of calling an ~mbulance. In 
the meantime, ABERNATHY had ru~ out of Room 306 with 
shaving cream still on his f~ce in ~n effort to see what 
had happened to Dr 0 KING. KYLES pointed out that in his 
confusion he was unable to pick up the phone properly to 
call the motel switchboard to ~sk for~~ ambulance and 
recalled ABERNATHY running b~ck i~to the room and telling 
him to settle down and ga~~ his composure as everything 
would be all right 9 

KYLES came back out of the room to the vicinity of 
KINGws body and was next conscious ©f seeing several uniformed 
Memphis Police officers ro.u.1irui1rng Olr] foot toward the vicinity of 
KING'S body and recalled &Siome of them yellingv "What happened?" 
He stated that he reca.lled yellilrlg ~t some of the po_lice 
officers to call an ambul~nce. He was next conscious of· 
Reverend ABERNATHY leami~g over KINGis prone body attempting 
to talk with KING or to get some response from him and could 
recall hearing ABERNATHY s~y 9 °iMARTIN, cra.n you hear me?" 

Reverend KYLES rec2lled running into Room 306 and 
grabbing up a bedspread off one of the beds which he brought 
out to use to cover KING'S body~ He rec~lled that a white 
male employee of the United St~tes Justice Department, name 
not recalled~ who had been st~ying ~t the motel brought a towel 
which someone held over the la~ge g~pi~g wound on the right 
side of KING's face. 

Within a few moments a~ ~mbul~nce arrived to take 
KING's body to a hospit~l and he ~ecalled that a JOSEPH 
LOUW~ an African who is a photogr~ph~r ~nd who was staying 
at the motel, took some pictiur~~ l~ the immediate vicinity 
and that many of the people who by this time had come to the 
balcony seemed to point toward th~ west side of Mulberry 
where there is a thicket of bu~he~ and ®mpty land bordered 
further on the west by the back side of some old two-story 
brick buildings which face on Main Street and indicated in 
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their pointing ~nd comrrnents that th@ shot probably came 
from that general direction~ In other words, the shot 
came from the west toward the e~~t. 

Thereafter, ~ccordi~g to R~verend KYLES, an 
ambul~nce crew took Dr. KING's b~dy to the St. Joseph 
Hospital. 

Reverend KYLES looked ~ta series of photographs 
which appeared in 9Life Mag~zine 9 °0 issue of April 12, 1968, 
some of which were t~ken immediately ~fter the shooting of 
Dr. KING and prior to the arriv~l of the ambulance and 1which 
depict Dr 0 KING's prone body lying f~ce up on the concrete 
walkway on tte second floor b~lcony of the Lorraine Motel 
and taken by Photograph~r JOSEPH LOUW. He stated that the 
only people that he could identify by ~~me in the early 
photographs prior to the arriv~l of the ~mbulance were 
Reverend ANDREW YOUNG of the SCLC st~ff and some local 
unidentified Negroes who were app~re~tly assisting in an 
effort to render immediate first ~id to Dro KING 0 Reverend 
KYLES pointed out that these photographs must have been taken 
almost immediately following the shooting of Dr. KING because 
they do not show the bedspre~d over KING's body. 

He stated that very few p~o1:le actually were 
cognizant of the fact that Dro KING w~s to be a dinner guest 
at his home on the evening of Ap~il 4, 1968; that among the 
guests who had been invited to his recollection were Dr. KING, 
his brother, Reverend A0 D. WILLIAMS KING 9 and two of the 
latter's companions, Mrs 0 LUKIE WARD and Mrs. GEORGIA M. DAVIS, 
both of Louisville 9 Kentucky 9 and th~t Reverend ABERNATHY 
was to have been there, as w~s CHAUNCEY ESKRIOOE. He stated 
that Reverend ANDREW YOUNG and HOSEA WILLIAMS~ both of the 
SCLC staff, were also to be his din~er guests on that 
evening. 

He stated that to his r®collection there had been 
no publicity concerni~g the f~ct t~~t KING and his small 
party were to be his din~er gue~t~ ~~d that it appeared to 
be a mere coincidence that Dr 0 KING w~lked out in front of 
the doorway of Room 306 a~d stood there some four to five 
minutes prior to the time th~t he w~s shot 0 
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Reverend KYLES st~t~d th~t h~ h~d searched his 
memory during the interve~i~g tim~ subsequent to Dr. KING's 
being shot and that at ~o time could he recall seeing 
anyone to the west or northw~~t from which direction he 
is now convinced the shot' c~m®. He ~~w ~o one looking out 
any of the windows il1l the buildings f~cing Main Street, 
the rear entrances of which would have f~ced the Motel; 
~nd he saw no one on the ground b~lowQ 

He stated that he talked with CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE 
shortly after the shooting and th~t ESKRIDGE who was on the 
ground level in the parking ~r~~ in front of the Motel 
stated that after the shot he, ESKRIOOE, had run west 
from the Motel to the middle of Mulberry Street but that 
he did not see anyone with al11ly firearm either on the ground 
or in any of the buildings. Reverend KYLES recalled that 
SOLOMON JONES has been repo~ted to have stated that he saw 
someone possibly with a white headpiece in the ground area 
just west of the west side of Mulberry Street behind the 
bushes and possibly saw someone drop something in that 
area. 

Reverend KYLES stated that in fairness to JONES, 
JONES could not have seen the ground ~rea which he had 
originally described because of the fact that there is a 
brick retaining wall which su~rounds the swimming pool and 
that JONES would have been behi~d this wall when KING was 
shot and could not have seen behind the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street as this w~ll is about eight feet 
tall. 

Reverend KYLES concluded that none of his , 

acquaintances in the SCLC or other acquaintances in Memphis 
who have been close to the Negro movement can recall anything 
concerning any suspicious movements in the vicinity of the 
Lorraine Motel immediately preceding or during the time that 
Dr. KING was shot. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 Date ___________ _ 

. I.DYD JOWERS, owner, Jim's Grill, 418 South Main 
Streetj advised that at approximately 3~55 pcm. on 
April 4, 1968, he arrived at the Grill, and parked directly in 
back of a white Mustang that was parked on the street directly 
in front of his Grill. He stated that he believed that the 
car had Mississippi license plates on it because they were of an 
orange or orangish-yellow coloro He stated that upon parking the 
car he went into the Grill where he saw a stranger sitting at the 
bar having a meal. He stated that it was unusual for him to get 
any strange customers in the Grill since most of his customers 
were local people of a steady natureo Mr. JOWERS described the 
stranger as follows: 

Race: 
Sex~ 
Height: 
Weight~ 
Build: 
Age: 
Hair: 
Complexion~ 
Dress~ 

White 
Male 
5i8U tO 5'9" 
160 pounds 
Heavy 
27 to 30 
Sandy 
Ruddy 
Wearing a dark suit. 

He stated that the man finished his meal and left the 
Grill, and he could not notice in which direction he walked, 
but he did not get into the white Mustangg which was parked in 
front of the GrillQ 

Mr. JOWERS stated that this same individual returned 
to the Grill at abou~ 8:00 Pomo on April 5, 1968, and ordered 
breakfast. Mr. JOWERS stated that in his estimation, this 
individual acted strangely because he seemed very calm when 
everyone else at the Grill and in the area was excited over the 
shooting. In view of the fact that he felt the individual was 
acting s+:range and also because he was a stranger in the area, : 
Mr. JOWERS called the Police 9 and told them that he had a man of 
a suspicious nature at the Grillo He said that when the stranger 
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finished his breakfast, he left the Grill and was arrested 
on the sidewalk in front of the Grill by the Memphis Police 
Department. 

' 

Lie~te~~nt JIM EARRISON, H@~i~ide B~reau, Memphis 
Police Department, l~ter id~~tifi®d thi~ arre~ted individual 
as GENE PEARSON CRAWFORD 9 32=B We~t~~@d G~dens, Jackson, 
Tennessee, who w~s determi~~d t@ h~ve had ~o part in the 
murder of Dro MARTIN LUTHER KIN@, JR. 

. . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 4/15/68 
Date --------~--

Mr. GILBERT STEPHEN (STEW) CUPPLES, 935 Parkhaven 
Drive 0 Memphis 6 Tennesse~ 0 ~dvi~ed he is employed as a clerk 
in the Fine Paper Department of T~yloe P~per Company, 425 South 
Front Street~ Memphiso 

Mro CUPPLES ~t~ted he ~ft work at approximately 5:03 p.m., 
drove his 1959 white Chevrolet Imp~lao and parked it immediately 
across the street from Jim's Grill located at 418 South Main 
Street 0 Memphis~ Tennesseeo H~ ~aid he parked the car 
heading south and immediately b~hind in the next available parking 
space to KENNY FOSTER'S Cameroo H,:e said when he parked his 
car he recalls seeing several c:aJtJ<" par'J(ed ,across the street in 
the vicinity of the entrance to Jf?Q • s ,aril_le He said he recall$ 
seeing JIMMY WALKER• s white Fairl~e pJrd ;parked directly south 
of the fire hydrant located near (he ert~•bce of Jim's Grill 
and recalls seeing JOWERS' Cadillac loca~~Ja. in the first parking 
space north of the fire hydrant.. 'ite sail }JOWERS operates Jim's 
Grille CUPPLES stated he recalls'~eeing ~ white Mustang that 
could have been a 1967 or pos~ibly l968_model parked directly 
in front of JOWERS' Cadilla~o JHie ~aid this MuJtang had black wall 
tires and believes it had large hubcap~o He saidWlenle entered 
Jim's Grill he walked behi~d JOWERS' Cadillac and, therefore, 
did not notice very many details of the Mustang~ He said he 
does not recall, ±he color of th~ interior of the Mustang 
and did not- notice what licen~e wa~ on the Mustango He said he 
got the impression the Mustang wa~ dirty or not freshly washed. 

Mr. CUPPLES stated he wa~ playing the pinball machine 
and the shuffleboard machine and that a great deal of noise 
was caused by these machines and the jukebox and 0 therefore, he 
did not hear what activity wa~ occurring outside the grill~ He 
stated sometime later he lear~ed 0 at approximately 6:05 p .. m., 
a deputy sheriff came to the door of the grill and instructed 
everyone to stay inside the grill until further noticeo He 
stated shortly thereafter he and others in the grill looked 
out the front window and he ree!all$ that the Mustang he 
had seen parked in front of JOWERS° Cadillac was goneo Mr. 
CUPPLES stated he did not see any©ne enter the Mustang or drive it 
awayo 
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Mre CUPPLES advi~ed that after the deputy 
sheriff had told them to stay in the grill he believes it 
was a police officer that entered and told them all to write 
their names and addresses on a piece of papero He said it was 
not until then that he and others learned that MARTIN LUTHER 
KING had been shot. He stated he did not hear a shot that was 
firede 

Mr. CUPPLES advised h~ cannot furnish any additional 
information concerning activit~··tn tbis areaQ 
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Mro DAVID Mo WOOD 0 3639 TOWllilS 0 Memphis 0 advised 
he is employeed with Tayloe Paper Companyo 420 South Front 
Street, Memphiso Tenne~~eeo a~ a ~ity desk clerk$ 

Mr .. WOOD advi~ed he left work at approximately 5:00 
porn., on April 4 0 19680 and walk~d alo~e to Jim's Grill, located 
at 418 South Ma.in Streete Memphis., 'flre ~~id he walked down Huling 
Street to South Main ;and crossed S<Ql\!lt.ih ~~in diagonally toward 
Jim's Grillo He md he would e~tim@te it was approximately 
5g05 p .. mo, when he walked in front of a Mustang automobile which 
was parked close to Jim's Grill. He explained there is a fire 
plug on the east side of South M~in Street very close to the 
entrance of Jim 11 s Grill .. He ~tcated _imrocediiiitely to the north 
of the fire plug was parked a whit~ Cadil1~c that is owned by 
the owner of Jim's Grill., He ~©lid immedi.ately in front of this 
Cadillac 11 which would b<e thei se~ond space ·,torth of the fire plug, 
was parked a Mustango He st~ted he i~ familiar with Mustangs 
and knows this was a Mu~tang automobileo He said he felt that 
this was a white car that appeared to be dirty and not recently 
washed., He said this car did ~ot have hubcapse had black 
tireso but he did not notice the int~ri~r of the caro He said 
he did not look at the lic~nse 0 but glan~ed down and there was 
no front license plateo He ~~id also he noticed in the window 
there was no city of Memphis ~ticker in this windowo He said 
he does not recall that. anything else was hanging from 
hangers or the rear view mirror of this caro 

Mr .. WOOD stated he ent~red Jim's Grill and began 
playing shuffle board and pinball machine located inside the 
grillo WOOD explained the shuffle board is located in the 
northwest corner of this building and that it is close 
to the front window of Jim's Grillo He stated 0 however 0 he 
was interested in playing shuffle board ~nd the pinball machine 
and did not look out the wi~dow while he was playing either 
machineo He added, however 0 it i~ po~~ible he may have looked 
out the windowu but stated he doe~ not r~call seeing any activity 
in the street nor did he ~ee a~yone in the Mustang or drive away 
in the Mustang& 
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WOOD advi$ed h~ was not ~ware of the activity 
outside on the street or that MARTIN LUTH~R KING had been 
shot until a deputy ~heriff ~;aunme into th~ grill with a gun 
in his hand advising everyon~ to ~tay in the grill until they 
were notified they could leaveo He ~~id almost immediately 
Mro JOWERS, owner of Jim's Grillo lo~k~d the door to k~ep 
everyone in the place and to p~event ~nyone else from entering. 
WOOD stated that after th~ do©r was lo©ked they ceased playing 
pinball and shuffle board and lo~ked ~~t the window. He said 
this was shortly after 6g00 pamoo ~nd he noticed at that time 
the white Mustang that had been parked in front of the grill 
was gone o He added he recalls that;:~~~ owned by JIMMY 
WALKER was parked just south of the fire plug and that just 
north of the Mustang was parked a white Lincoln Continental 
automobile~ He said in.front of th~ Lincoln was parked a white 
Rambler and added there wer~ no ~@r~ parked in front of the 
Rambler to the corner of the int~r~e~tion of Huling and South 
Maino He said he also re~alls that STEVE CUPPLES' 1959 
Chevrolet was parked across th~ ~treet h~aded south and that 
KENNETH FOSTER'S Camero was parked dir~©tly across the street 
from Jim's Grill. He stated he cannot recall any other 
cars parked on this streeto 

Mr$ WOOD stated he re~all~ th~t when JIMMY WALKER 
entered Jim's Grill which wa~ ~hortly ~fter 5:00 porn., that 
WALKER made a remark that the Mu~tang took his parking place. 
He said he knows therefore that there was a Mustang parked in 
front of Jim's Grill~ 

Mr. WOOD stated he did not ~ee anyone enter and 
drive away in the Mustang and he.do~~ not recall seeing anyone 
running or carrying a package in th~ immediate vicinity of 
Jim's Grill during the time he wa~ in JTim 8 s Grill,o 
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Mre KENNETH Wo FOSTER 0 3072 New Willow Road, 
Apartment 9 0 Memphiso Tenn®~seeo advis~d he is employed as 
a city desk clerk for T~yloe Paper Companyo 420 South Front 
Street 6 Memphis._ 

MreFOSTER ad~i~ed he left work at approximately 
5g00 Peme, with BILLY HOARD 0 picked up hi~ car and drove to a park­
ing space immediately acro~s the street from Jim's Grill, located 
418 South Main Street 0 Memphiso He ~aid he would estimate 
it was approximately 5i05 Pemoo when he entered Jim's Grill 
with BILLY HOARD. He stated he recalls specifically that he 
walked between a white Mustang and a white Cadillac that were 
parked near the entrance to Jim's Grillo He said he noticed 
the Mustang had black tireso but does not recall if it had 
hubcapse He added he does not recall looking to determine if 
the Mustang had stickers on the window or it had a local lice~se. 
He said he noticed specifically that the white Mustang was parked 
in this area because this is the usual parking place that JIMMY 
WALKER generally takes when he parks in this area5 Mr. FOSTER 
explained that JIMMY WALKER parked his white Ford Fairlane just 
south of the fire hydrant locat~d very ~lose to the entrance of 
Jim's Grille He said immediately north of the hydrant was 
parked JOWERS' white Cadillac ~nd immediately in front of the 
white Cadillac to the north was parked a white Mustang. He said 
he recalls that BARRY TUBBS parked his white Lincoln Continental 
immediat~ly in front of the white Mu~tang and that there was 
a white Rambler parked immediately in front of the Continental. 
He said he does not know who owns the Rmnblero 

Mre FOSTER advised he was in the grill playing pinball 
machine and shuffle board machinee He ~aid he was not aware of any 
activity taking place in the immediate area and did not hear a 
shot and was not aware of the shooting until some time after a 
deputy sheriff came to the door and told everyone to stay in 
the grill until advised to leaveo He said after the deputy 
~heriff left he and others went to the window and looked out. 
He said he noticed at that tim~ that the white Mustang which had 
been parked in front of J~• white Cadillac was gone. He 
said he did not see anyone in thi~ Mustang and did not see anyone 
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drive this Mustang awaye He stated he h~s no idea when the 
car left. He said this Mustang was a late model car, but does 
not know the exact yearo He said it was not dirty and yet it was 
not very rec~ntly washedo He said the interior of the car was 
dark, possibly red, black or blueo He said he does not recall 
seeing anything hanging from the rearview mirror or from a hanger 
in the car. 

·FOSTER advised he cannot recall any additional 
information concerning the Mustang or any individuals in the 
area. 
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Mr,, PAUL SANDER ~IP?,(JASe, JFR. 0 2521 Thompson Street, 
West Memphis 0 Arkan~aso advi~~d he i~ eimployed as an inside 
salesman by Tayloe Paper Compa~yo 42ij South Front Street, 
Memphis .. 

Mr., GARG.AS stated b® left work at approximately 5:00 
p .. m. 0 on April 4 0 19680 and ~hortly thereafter wa 1 ked with 
STEVE CUPPLES, FRANKLIN RAYr ~~d JIMMY WALKER to Jim's Grill 
located at 418 South Main Str~~to Memphi~o He said they walked 
down Huling Street toward S©uth Main Str~et and when they 
reached that intersection th~y walked diagonally across 
toward Jim's Grill. He S@id h® recalls walking between some 
cars possibly in front of JOWERS' white Cadillac that is usually 
parked in front of the grill. He ~aid he recalls seeing five 
or six cars parked in the i:ammediate vicinity in front of the 
grill on both sides of the streeto He does not recall any 
specific car other than JIMMY WALKER'~ white Ford Fairlane parked 
just south of the entrance of Jim'~ Grill. He said he was 
playing pinball machine and ~huffleboard machine and left Jim's 
Grill approximately 5g40 to 5g45 p.m. He said he left alone 
and walked across the ~treet to his car that was parked in 
Fred P. Gattas Company parking lot. He said he recalls there 
were several people in Jim 0

~ Grill when he left 0 but does 
not ~ecall any individual~ in th~ immediate vicinity of the 
entrance to Jim's Grill at the time he lefto He said he 
does not recall looking out th~ window at any time at Jim's 
Grillo but may haveo H~ ~aid he doe~ not recall any cars 
driving past or in the immediate vicinity of Jim's Grill 
other than those mentioned previou~lyo He said he has a feeling 
there was a car parked in fro~t of JOWERS' Cadillac when he 
enterede but does not recall if the car wa~ there when he left. 
Mr., GARGAS advised he cannot furimish any additional infonnation 
concerning individuals or cars in the immediate vicinity 
of Jim 0 s Grill duri~g the time he entered and left Jim's Grill. 
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Mr. BARRY ELWOOD TUBBS 0 315 Dias Street, Trumann, 
Arkansas 0 advised he i~ employed as a sales representative 
for Tayloe Paper Compa.,nyo 425 Front Street 0 Memphiso 

Mro TUBBS ~tated he l~ft work at approximately 5:00 
Pomo, April 4 9 1968g pi~ked up hi~ ~aro a 1961 four=door, white 
Lincoln Continental 0 and drove to a p~rking place in the 
vicinity of Jim•~ G~ill lo~©J.t~d @lt., 418 South Main Street, 
M~mphiso Mro TtraBS advi$\~d h®J IE~©@ll~ that he had to park 
near th~ inter~~C;t.ion o.f Hulim1g St~Jt®;~t, ©J.nd South Main because 
there were two oth~r ~~re~ p©11tk~d IDl~~:rc th~ ~ntranc~ to Jim• s 
Grillo He ~~id there wer® u~u~lly ~ f~w ~~rs in the street 
when he goe~ the~e 0 but thi~ tim~ m©~t of the parking places 
were filled on the ~a~t ~id<® of M©tiID! n~~r Jim's Grillo 

He said he wa~ on~ of th®i fijt'~t, 0 if not the first, 
from Tayloe Paper Company wh© -w~nt to Jim's Grille He said 
he played shuffleboard and the pinball ma~hines and drank 
three or four beer~ before a d~puty ~h~riff ~ame to the 
door and advised everyon<e t© ~t~y in the grillo Mro TUBBS 
~tated as soon as the deputy sheriff left he and others 
went to the window and look~d outo H~ ~aid he recalls 
seeing JIMMY WALKER's whit~ F~irlan~ parked just south of the 
fire hydrant near the entran~e of Jim'~ Grillo He said he 
recalls seeing STEVE CUPPLES' ~ar p~rked a~ro~~ the street 
and recalls seeing JOWERS' white Cadilla~ parked ju~t north 
of the fire hydrant mention~d aboveo 

Mr. TµBBS stated he does not recall specifically 
what car was parked in front of JOWERS' Cadillac, but does 
recall there was a car thereo Mro TUBBS stated he was 
not aware of any activity taking place in the immediate.;? 
area and was not aware of the reason that the deputy 
sheriff told them to stay thereo He stated it was sometime 
later that an individual he believed to be with the Memphis 
Police Department asked them to all write their names and addresses t, 
on a sheet of papero He ~aid it was then they learned MARTIN 
LUTHER KING had been shoto He stated he did not know KING was 
in the area and he did not hear the shot because of the noise 
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in the grill bec&u~e of th~ ~huffl~b©ard and pinball machines 
and the jukeboXe 

Mr. TUBBS stated he doe~ not have any information 
concerning the a~tivity that took pla~e in the immediatefi· 
vicini tf pf Jim'$ G~i,11. @l!nd _ :<t1UTI\Tfi'•F\1t. f1lli:rt'IDi.i~h. ©J.ny i~fo~~tion 
C?oncern:ing ~ar~ in th~ 1Jm1med:1t©1:t,@ ,~:Jr@t©l ©1:nd the 1nd1 v1duals 
in the imm~di~t~ ar~;ai,o 
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M~o BILLY RAY HOAlruJl 0 1591 S©uth Highland 0 Memphis, 
advi~ed h~ i~ ~mployed a~~ ~ity d~~k ©l~rku Tayloe Paper Company, 
420 South F~©nt Street 0 M~mphi~o 

Mro HOARD ~dvi~~d he l~ft wobk at Tayloe Paper 
C©mpainy at ~bO'lUlt 4,g55 PolIDoo Apt°il 4o 19680 ©tIDld walked with 
KENNY FOSTER to FOSTER O ®\ ~@l)b ®1Thd t:lfil~J,)TI\ dJt'©Ve t~ a parking place 
dir~~tly ~~Jr'©~~ t,h~ ~t.rc~~t, flb'(Q)1f® Jfim' ~ 1G:ifi.ll whi~h i~ lo(;!ated 
at 418 South M~in Str®}~t, 0 M®'Wnrphi~ o T®ImlTh®l~~~~o H~ ~teated that 
FOSTER d1£'ov~ ©t 1961 blt1t~ C©llN\l~Jt©.> ~~~ wi. th bl©i©k vinyl t.ope He 
~tai.t~d h~ and FOOTER ~,nrt®tt'~d Jfim O 

~; G:rtiJLl ~t, @tplp1£'oJCimately 
5 g 00 Pomo O ~nd h~ @lThd FOSTER ©tlThd (G>t:lh1®E~ in t,h~ grill immediately 
b~ga.n to pl~y th~ pinb~ll M©l'GhiJTh® @lThd ~huff le board machine o 

M~o HOARD ~tat~d th~t, wh~n h~ w~lk~d toward Jim's 
G1t'ill he r~~all!S ~~~ing ~ lin® ©f whit® ~~:Jr~ p~rked immediately 
i~ front of the grillo He ~~id h@ would ~~tim~t~ there were four 

· or five ~ar~ in that vi~i~ity ~nd re~all~ ~®eing JIMMY WALKER'S 
c~r parked b~hi~d a~d ju~t ~o~th ©f th~ fi~® hydr~t n~ar the 
cornero He al~o re©alls ~eei~g M~G JOWElEtS' ©@Eo a white Cadillaco 
parked immediat~ly i.lfh fr©J.nrt of th~ grillo H@ ~©1id other than 
that h~ ~annot re~~ll ~®~i~g ~~Y ~pe©ifi~ ~~~~ in that area. 

M:rc. HOARD ~t4ited thi§1t ~fteJC' they h~d be~lil playing 
the~e m~chine~ for a whileo~nd hew~~ ~ot ~ogni~ant of the exact 
timeo he re~all~ ~&puty ~h~riff came to the door with a gun drawn 
and told evecy~~e to stay in th® grillo He ~t~ted ~ometime 
later he ~Mn~ b~~k and told th~m to all writ~ their names and 
addresses down on a sh~et of p~p®ro Mro HOARD ~tated that after 
the deputy sheriff came in and after Mre JOWERS lo~ked the door 
he recalls going to the window and looking outo He said he 
seems to recall then the o~ly cars h~ ~p~cifically recalls were 
JOWERS' Cadilla~ and WALKER 0

~ F©rd Fairl~n~o 

Mro HOARD stated he did ~ot hear~ ~hot or any noise 
~imilar to the noi~e of a shot ~t approximately 6g00 Po mo, 
on April 4q 19680 but added there wa~ a great deal of noise 
in the grill ando therefor~o he could not hear the shoto He said 
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he does not know the names of any other individuals that 
were in the grill at that time other than several employees 
from Tayloe Paper Company o 

Mro HOARD stated h~ did ~ot see any activity in 
the street just prior to and immedi~tely after the shot and 
does not recall seeing anyone r~nni~g or driving away.from that 
immediate area. He said he cannot furnish ~y information 
as to the identity of the individual who shot MARTIN LUTHER 
KINGo 
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