L d/1s/68
S mELETYRE

A T e AR Qf;,e,_-
-.'.-_1;.'};'_.;:'.-_'1'0-v nmcrrcm (MML). zmna ATIANTA (44-2386)9‘ 33

| FR@m CHARLO'I‘I’E }{44-1365)

GBSTONIA' Nc, 55§f~*:'i";

o REVEALED HARoLn FFIIETCHER-, ESIDES ozm 2ERO SEVEN EAST BRI

.wE s'x'.. BE SEMER cxw.e Ne. GASTOHIA uc, pn RECORDS

! ,_-_‘--‘REVEALED FLETCHER ARRE‘STED MARCH TWENTY‘I’WO Nmmmm szxwﬁ-xvs " cr T
m v::ommom pnonmzmom mw. AT!I‘EMPTS 'ro conmcr FLETCI-IER

'mnm A’I‘ om: ZERO sz:vm E. LEE AVE. NBGATIVE‘P-’-.

FLETCHER s UNCLB. w'.mER T.‘FLETGHER' EzEROSEvEN e f',; o

' E.,LEE AVE.) BESSEMER CITY, NC, ADVISED FLE’I’CHER WORKS FOR

| mmom“ .:ror-mson cmn.me TILE. ATLANTA, GA., & HAS BERN 15

; E‘LE’I’CHER WAS m BESSEMER CITY sA'.r wf R o
A RO e s prie .| SEARCHED...o | mnexzo A oo TR

SRR mmczam WALKER FEE'ICHER’ RSV szmuzm/,yL TSN > IR
Foor i I Y-t S i R
. END PAGE QNE R o ‘, --,- /FB‘ - °1E“Ag'?'2§/‘j ;A
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-~ Transmit the following in

Via

" FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ' o '
v dsand ap 09
! - . g

C A ampve =

FBI

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

CE 44-1365

| MRS. ZENITH BEAM, WIFE'S AUNT, ADVISED APR. THIRTEEN
. LAST rwrCHER & WIFE STOPPED BY EARLIER THAT DAY BUT SHE DID
NOT KINOW CURRENT wrmammws.
DESSEMER CITY PD ADVISED HAS NO RECORD FOR FLETCHER.
FLETCEER TELEPRGNICALLY CONTACTED CHARLOTTE OFFICE
APR. FOURTEEN LAST ;&'-STA‘I‘E_D WAE EN ROUTE TO ATIANTA &
COULD BE CONTAGTED EIGHT FOUR SIX SAINT CHARLES PLACE,
gm:mm, GA. STATED LISTED GREENSBORO ADDRESS FOR HIS WIFE |
| & HER FREEND BECAUSE SHE ATTENDS UNIVERSITY OF N.C. AT
GREENSBOR@. ADVISED MAY ALSO BE conmcmn AT EMPLOYMENT
~ FeR ADDITIONAL me., _
ATLANTA AT ATLANTA, GA. CONTACT FLETCHER RE ANY
‘Anﬂwremn mFo REQUIRED.

'AM COPY FURNISHED MEMPHIS .

Approved: i .  Sent __. : M Per
Special Agent in Charge )

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 —



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) g) !
.ot b

FBI
Date: 4/12/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)
Vi TELETYPE URGENT
{Priority}
e e e e e ————— L e _
/-
TO: SAC, SPRINGFIELD
FROM: SAC, MmPHIS (44-1987)

MURKIN; CIVIL RIGHTS. OO: ME

INVESTIGATION AT MEMPHIS REVEALED GORDON SCHLENKER,
r'

SIX SIX FOUR THREE IROQUOIS PARK ROAD, LOUISVILLE,

| KENTUCKY EMPLOYED INTERNATION/HARVESTER COMPANY, REGISTERED .
HOLIDAY INN, FOUR ZERO TWO THO THOMAS, MEMPHIS, FROM APRIL
ONE - TWO, LAST, DRIVING

D

DETERMINE IF AUTOMOBILE IS WHITE IN COLOR, AND IF .

STANG WITH ILLINOIS LICENSE P L FIVE

ZERO NINE THREE EIGHT.

INFORMATION POSITIVE, ADVISE LOUISVILLE TO DETERMINE POSSIBLE
CONNECTION SCHLENKER MAY HAVE WITH ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN
LUTHER KING, |

JDV/bb:
(1)

VY -1997 ~Su ke,

B!
b i [T
é TATT T Y 2!
. " B R SRS RN © J— rrr———
AFT T
/ ‘IL.’;.;... .. é

ApprovedW @_’é Sent //‘%; M Per ﬁ:f A

Specml t in Charge 4

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) - 4
. )AJ
" ) ) .

" Transmit the following in __PLAINTEXT

Via

‘Registersd _

Date: 4/15/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

|
|

|

[

|

: |
FBI :
' |

|

|

|

|

|

!

|

TELETYPE URGENT
: (Priority)
TO SAC ST LOUIS | | // /V/L>C:;'
_FROM SAC MEMPHIS (44-1987) (2P) .
PHIS.

MURKIN, CR. O00:
'RE LITTLE ROCK, TEL TO MEMPHIS APRIL TWELVE LAST RE
SUSPECT ERIC STARVO'GALT. @/ 1477~ ¢£u4&/KJ 53275/7Q

HARRY GAULT , NORTH LITTLE ROCK ARK., ADVISED HIS BROTHER

ERNEST SUMPTER GAULT,”DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH|

, AT DANVILLE, ARK., ARMY VETERAN, IS -

" ALCOHOLIC AND FLOATS ABOUT THE COUNTRY ENTERING VETERANS
‘”HOSPITALS FOR TREATMENT.

' ACCORDING TO HARRY GAULT, ERNEST WAS MARRIED IN ONE NINE |
;THREE EIGHT OR ONE NINE THREE NINE TO ONE NINA STARVO (PH)

AT LITTLE ROCK. MARRIAGE CORDS, LITTLE ROCK, NEGATIVE RE

Ju - 1907~ Sk E ‘.9?4/.,7/7’-‘_ )

/NEE WALKER, LITTLE ROCK, ADVISED SHE WAS

THIS MARRIAGE.

MRS. NINA BREWE

MARRIED TO EARNEST GAULT BUT DENIED KNOWLEDGE OF NAME STARVO.

HARRY GAULT RECONTACTED AND SAID NINE WALKER WAS PROBABLY

1al ]-(W Charge

Spec. D ﬁ/ | I~
Reg. Nap ed: / Sent 9/4/2 4&1 Q% (7'0"(';//

Airtel EARNEST'S FIRST WIFE'S NAME RATHER THAN STARVO. 4/)/. /eJayiz&aé[?’;??ég:
Teletype_ RECORDS, VA HOSPITAL, LITTLE ROCK, REFLECT EARNEST SUMPTER | -
A —_iﬁﬂﬂﬂlnfoE}E SIX EIGHT EIGHT STIX NINE NINE FIVE, ASN " S
A, Dlﬁ:_&l?f&E*ROCK wn ~7:::j’// b ,4624Zé£<~/' .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PN

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22764) ’ ' |
Ve . ’ g

|
|
I
]
I
|
FBI {
: Date: » i :
. ’ |
Transmit the following in : MR l
: ) ) {Type in plaintext or code) :
‘Via _ 41
. ) (Priority} i
e e —_———— e ———— e —
ME 44-1987
PAGE TWO

NINE FIVE NINE TWO THREE ONE, ssn\

] | T, was LAST DISCHARGED FROM HOSPITAL,

. LITTLE ROCK, SEPTEMBER TWO, ONE NINE SIX FIVE. NO RECORDS
‘“,  LocATED OF EARNEST SUMPTER GAULT EVER A PATIENT OR RECEIVING
'”LTREATuENT AT VA HOSPITAL, MEMPHIS.
_ 'RECORDS -SALVATION ARMY, uEN S SOCIAL' CENTER MEMPHIS,
| 7'INDICATE EARNEST S. GAULT WAS A GUEST FROM 'NOVEMBER: EIGHT TO
i - ;DECEMBER TEN, ONE NINE sIX FIVE LEFT WITHOUT NOTICE -AND
| FURNISHED NO FORWARDING ADDRESS | UNCLATMED POST CARD, |
:POSTMARKED DECEMBER' SIXTEEN, ONE NINE SIX FIVE, ADDRESSED O
| HIM, INDICATED HIS VA FILE UNDER C NUMBER SIX EIGHT EIGHT SIX
su:NIkE-NiNE FIVE, wAsdnAnsFERRED FROM LITTLE.ROCK TO REGIONAL
| OFFICE AT NASHVILLE, TENN. RECORDS VA, NASHVILLE “INDICATE
GAULT'S FILE HAS BEEN. SENT TO RECORDS PROCESSING CENTER
- ST. LOUIS, KO,
ST, LouIs REVIEW FILE, DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS OF GAULT AND
 DETERMINE IF HE HAD ANY CHIDDREN WHO MIGHT BE IDENTICAL 0
| suseecr & ERIC STARVO GALT..

a. )

" AM' COPY TO LITTLE ROCK.  

P, END,

i
Approved: ___ ' Sent ~ M Per PPN S ?
Special Agent in Charge . . o ' i

' i

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI MEMPHIS @ : ~ ‘

FBI SPRNGFLD

605PM RGENT 4-13-68 DJK

TO MEMPHIS _

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 1P

MURKIN. RM.

t

_RE MEMPHIS TELS TO SPRINGFIELD DATED APRIL TWELVE LAST AT
ELEVEN FIFTY THREE AND ELEVEN FIFTY FOUR PM.

, . B
. AUTO LICENSE DIVISION, SPRINGFIELD REPORTED NO SUCH ALLINOIS
'LICENSE ON FILE AS P L FIVE ZERO NINE THREE EIGHE_ UGGEST

RECONTACT WITH ORIGINAL SOURCE. < M -1977 - puds - “0?717/ 4
AUTO LICENSE DIVISION, REPORTED ILLINOIS LICENSE B ONE NINE o8
i - 1977 - Sub k- —

ONE_ONE TWO ONE “IsSUED TO WELBY V. ADKINSPRR WO, PAXTON, ILLINOIS,

ON NIMETEEN FIFTY EIGHT FORD PICKUP. IN VIEW OF TRUCK DESCRIPTION
NO FURTHER INQUIRY CONDUCTED., | |

B

CAF |
FBI MEMPHIS |

— L4/~ /Y QX777

. T SEARGHED.esueseronit NDEXED ok umn ?
. 5 ' BERIAMIZED. - oinFILED o st o .

' - ~ APR1 % 1968 é

, | FBI—MEMPHIS &

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBIMIAML, @ - @
1145PM URGENT 4-12-68 PJL |
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), BIRMINGHAM (44-1740), NEWARK, ST. LOUIS
(44-775), AND MEMPHIS (44-1987) . |
FROM MIAMI  (44-1854)

Al

MJRKIN CR. 00  MEMPHIS

RE MIAMI TEL TO DIRECTOR, BIRMINGHAM, NEV YORK, $%: LOUIS,
TAMPA, AND MEMPHIS FOUR THMELVE INSTANT, D

- JOSEPHYJAMES GAULT"AND SIMMONE MATTE GAULT TERVIEWED THIS DATE-

GAULTS ACQUAINTED WITH NO ONE NAMED ERIC STARVO GALT OR KARL GALT OR -
 WITH ANYONE WHO KNEW FAMILY WHO MIGHT HAVE USED

/
THESE NAMES., GAULT BORN IN SCOTLAND [ |

AND STATES THAT GAULT AND GALT ARE BOTH ACCEPTED VERSIONS OF SPELLING
.THAT'NANE AND ARE OFTEN USED INTERCHANGEABLY. _ ‘
THE GAULT HAS SON BY FORMER MARRIAGE NAMED DONALD CAMERON GAULT,

WHOM ‘HE HAS NOT SEEN SINCE NINETEEN TWENTY EIGHT AND WHO WAS

AND WHO IS CURRENTLY IN U. S. NAVY. =
_FORMER WIFE OF JOSEPH JAMES GAULT, MRS. GEORGE STEADLEY,i7 N |

=
=3
*xy
—
<
I

- {
EIGHT BEACH STREET, JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY IN ZERO SEVEN THREE
ZERQ SEVEN,. IN ALL PROBABILITY KNOWS WHEREABOUTS OF DONALD
CONERON. GAULT . '

END PAGE ONE -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TwO
MM 44-1854

_NEVARK LOCATE MRS-.'GEORGE STEADLEY, ONE FIVE EIGHT BEACH STREET,
JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY, ASCERTAIN WHEREABOUTS OF DONALD CAMERON GAULT,
AND SET FORTH LEADS TO HAVE KINM INTERVIEWED.

CORR PAGE ONE, SECOND PARA OF BODY. . . FIRST SENTENCE SHOULD READ
GAULT NOT THE GAULT |

END

NCo o od ON

FBI NEWARK

BH.&,SSP,

FBI BIRHGHAM

Lees

ME o+ oCAF

FBI MEMPHIS

SLees SL PLS ACK.s.

ALL OTHER OFFICES PLS DISC

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT i —_— e s i ——— T L T

T
]

FBI MIAMI

9:10PH RGENT 4-12-68 PJL
To DIRECTOR (44-38861), TAMPA, NEU YORK, ST. LOUIS (44-775),
 BIRMINGHANM (44-1740), AND MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM  MIAMI (44-1854) 1P

!

'MURKIN. CR. 00- MEMPHIS = , .
'RE BUREAU AND ST. LOUIS TELS FOUR TEN LAST, MIAMI TEL .
T0 BUREAU FOUR ELEVEN LAST. AND ST. LOUIS TP

TWELVE INSTANT. ‘/6‘ /y/y.w

Y
LOCATED MIAMI

‘TO BUREAU FOUR

™IS DATE. 1N RECORDS, MIAMI, TNDICATE AS OF DECENBER ONE

| LAST, PAULE SINONE GALT RESIDING FIVE SIX ZERO SEVEN GULF DR.,
HOLMES BEACH, MANATEE, FLA, WARREN MILTON GALT LISTED AS HER
HISBAND, AS SET FORTH IN RE WIAMI TEL FOUR ELEVEN LaST.

RE ST. LOUIS TEL, FOUR THEAVE INSTANT TO BUREé
MLAMI, REQUESTS THAT: WARREN @, LBE%NTERVIEWED RE suspzc
ERIC STARVA GALT, OR KARL ALT,/OR‘/NY ?ﬁ? &mg/ NEW FAMILY

_IF NOT ALREAD‘{ DONE,

%/17'}{ % AT HOLMES

BEACH, MANATEE, FLA., AND INTERVIEI{J.

END PAGE ONE o o - [SEARCHED...
. s : SERIALZED, 5 Fug, . A
APR 1T 2 1968 \

FBI — MEMPHIS

. L Cw R

v X o o Pt R
N _ . e OO . el S m Yoo AN . 5% o mwes
,'.,. P E .z\m.. S enmtabarsT 4 vl B RS T 0 oVugh S

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




—

PAGE TWO
MM 44-1854

MEW YORK _DISCONTINUE EFFORTS TO LOCATE JOSEPH JAMES GAULT
AND SIMONE MATTE GAULT.

UNKNOWO SIBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
END . o ' '

NY...A%‘

FBI NEW YORK
TP ALS

FBI TAMPA

Ms SL

ME TSdJ

FBI MEMPHIS

SL  JHH

FBI ST LOUIS

BH HEP

FBI BIRMGHAM

TU DISPP | v

o e e RRRREN L e iR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FBI MEMPHIS

FBI TAMPA

512PM URGENT 4~-13-68 BLW
TO DIRECTOR, BIRMINGHAM, LOS ANGELES, NEMPHIS AND ST. LOUID

FROM TAMPA (157-3231) 2?

MIRKIN, 00 ME.

RE TAMPA TEL TO REAU APRIL TWELVE LAST AND NIAMI TEL

T0 BUREAU APRIL TWEJAE LAST.
s 197 Bt - -7 0
, GALT,/FI

WARREN MILT @2 SIX ZERO SEVEN GULF DRIVE, HOLMES

BEACH, FLA. REINTERVIEWED THIS DATE AND ADVISED FATHER, CLARENCE
GALT DECEASED. FATHER HAD ONLY TWO BROTHERS' NAMES UNKNOWN‘WHO
DIED IN INFANCY. HAD BROTHERS LIVED WOULD BE SIXTY FIVE AND

SEVENTY YEARS OLD, FATHER WOULD BE SIXTY 'SEVEN., FATHER HAS NO
LIVING BROTHERS AND HAD NO SISTERS,  MOTHER HAD @NLY ONE BROTHER,

CLAUDE SNEED, ONE ZERO ZER ONE THREE CLAIRMON‘ DRIVE, ST. LOUIS, WMO.

WARREN HAS- ONLY TWQ/ STEPSONS, JOHN DUP REU%? THIRTY THREE
. M v . s 4
YEARS OLD, EMPLOYED UNKNOWN BRIDGE PAINTING CONTRACTOR, LINTON,

0 .
TWENTY FOUR YEARS EMPLOYED AMERICAN

SEARCHED ................ muaxzo
SERIALIZED.A).ce FILED..

APR T 3 1068Y .

FBl — MEMPHIS

DRIVE, ST. LOUIS.‘

END PAGE ONE ’ ¢::::E%;f/

\ : | o
. - Yo
o - i . LN

g

x .

*aﬂ%ﬁg

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO : e | | | Q

P 157-3231

WARREN HAS ONLY ONE BROTHER, HOMER GALT, DOB| |

L ST. LOUIS,MO, HOMER MARRIED TWICE IN

ST. LOUIS IN NINETEEN FORTY FOUR DIVORCED SAME YEAR. REMARRIED
NINETEEN FORTY SIX OR FORTY SEVEN TO NELLIE, MAIDEN NANE UN-

KNOWN BUT PREVIOUSLY MARRIED. NO CHILDREN TO KNOWLEDGE AND
UNKNOWN IF STILL MARRIED. iAST KNOWN RESIDING LOS ANGELES.E

UNCLE, CLAUDE SNEED, ST. LOUIS,MAY KNOW LOCATION OF HOMER.
OTHER RELATIVES OF WARREN ARE CHARLES GALT, RESIDES ON

WASHINGTON AVE., ST. LOUIS, MO0., WHO HAS SON, STEWART GALT,

fDDRESS UNKNOWN; AND MARTIN GALT, ADDRESS UNKNOWN, FERGUSON,
MO., WHO HAS SON, MARTIN, JR., ADDRESS UNKNOWN.

‘ WARREN FORMERLY EMPLOYED AMERICAN CAR AND FOUNDRY CO.,
ST. LOUIS, MO., NOV., SIXTY FIVE TO SEPT. SIXTY SEVEN WHEHW

MOVED TO FLA.

ABOVE NAMES ONLY GALT KNOWN TO WARREN AND ERIC STARVO
GALT UNKNOWN TO WARREN GALT. ,

SUGGEST ST. LOUIS CONTACT CLAUDE SNEED FOR LOCATION OF
w

" HOMER GALT.

~ LEADS . TO CONTACT OTHER MEMBERS OF WARREN GALT FA%ILY

st e b enct i

BEING LEFT T0 DISCRETION OF ST. LOUIS.

END
LFB

FBI MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




AT Dies e w - L - ewapar e vy A WG,

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) b s

FBI
Date: 4/12/68
I Transmit the following in PLA INTEXT
- (Type in plaintext or code)
Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)
g | N S S
TO: SAC, SPRINGFIELD
FROM : SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
MURKIN; CIVIL RIGHTS. O0O0: ME o)

INVESTIGATION AT MEMPHIS REVEALED DONALD RACHAL, ROUTE

' ONE, BOX NINE, NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA, EMPLOYED H. C.
| PRICE COMPANY, REGISTERED HOLIDAY INN, FOWR ZERO TWO TWO 4
THOMAS, MEMPHIS, FROM MARCH THIRTY - APRIL ONE, LAST, /
| DRIVING FOURD WITH ILLINOIS LICENSE B ONE NINE ONE ONE TWO

ONE.

DETERMINE IF AUTOMOBILE IS WHITE MUSTANG, AND IF
INFORMATION POSITIVE, ADVISE NEW ORLEANS AT NATCHITOCHES
TO INTERVIEW RACHAL TO DETERMINE ANY CONNECTION HE MAY HAVE

WITH ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING,

V/5h Yot 197 Jub

é FI . é' T —— s ‘;\;\_

—
Sent // ;4 M Per Loz °

s

Special Agent in Charge

Approved:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FB1 SPRNGFLD.

' FBI MEMPHIS

1154,

 PM WRGENT 4/12/68 TSJ
T0 SPRINGFIELD

FROM MEMPHIS (44-198T)

MIRKINg' CIVIL RIGHTS., O0O0;ME

I-NVESTIYGATION AT .D’EEPHIS REVEALED DONALD RACHAL,
- —

ONE, BOX NINE, NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA , EMPLOYED H.C.

ROUTE

PRICE COMPANY, REGISTERED HOLIDAY INN, FOUR ZERO TWO TWO
THOMAS , VEMPHIS, FROM MARCH THIRTY-APRIL ONE , LAST,
DRIVING/ FORD WITH ILLINOISE LICENES B ONE NINE ONE ONE 4O,
ONE —

DETERMINE IF AUTOMOBILE 1S WHITE MUSTANG , AND IF
INFORMATION POSITIVE , ADVISE NEW ORLEANS AT NATCHITOCHES
70 INTERVIEW RACHAL TO DETERMINE ANY CONNECTION HE MAY HAVE

WITH ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, . . &4/«/@%/¢4%44¢1¢a@é
END | \ ST e 2 7
CEK R

S ‘ o
FB1I SPR&GFLD N )g;gwﬁﬁﬂz;}wgkwﬂ\\ - ;i;_

R T S SRR
ryo . M T,

N o

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) b

L

FBI
Date: 4/12/68

) U

Transmit the following in PLAI——ME )
{Type in plaintext or code)
TELETYPE URGENT
{Priority}
______________________________________________ T

TO : SAC, SPRINGFIELD

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

MURKIN; CIVIL RIGHTS, O0O0: ME D

INVESTIGATION AT MEMPHIS REVEALED A, J, CONSOLINO,

ONE ZERO ZERO NINE FOUR A, EXECUTIVE DRIVE NORTH, ST. ANN,

MISSOURI, EMPLOYED LURIA OTHERS, REGISTERED AT HOLIDAY

INN, FOUR ZERO TWO TWO THOMAS, MEMPHIS, FROM APRIL THREE-

FOUR, LAST,ZDRIVING A FORD, ILLINOIS LICENSE FOUR ONE ONE

EIGHT ZERO NINE D

DETERMINE IF AU‘I‘OMOBILE IS WHITE MUSTANG AND IF INFORMA-
TION POSITIVE, ADVISE ST, LOUIS AT ST. ANN, MISSOURI, TO
DETERMINE ANY CONNECTION CONSOLINO MAY HAVE WITH ASSASSINATION
OF MARTIN LUTHER KING.

Yitlls 94 VY1977 &

. .

%7}

/
Approved%,&%% Sent //’% M per o

I’ Specml%ent in Charge /

RN A AR
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




%1 MEMPHIS Q o 6
> . i

FB1 SPRNGFLD

532PH LRGENT 4-13-68 DJK

TO MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS
FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 2PP

¥

MURKIN. CR. .

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE T0 SPRINGFIELD DATED APRIL TWELVE LAST,
TIME ELEVEN FIFTY SIX P.M. o '
FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE ST. LOUIS DIVISIO?\;, THE FOLLOWING

TELETYPE WAS RECEIVED FROM THE MEMPHIS DIVISION: ' S~ /9/7‘5’5“”‘5’55&/'

INVESTIGATIG& AT /MEMPHIS REVELAED A, J. CONS LINO, ONE ZERO

EYCCUTIVE DRIVER NORTH, ST ANN, WISSOURI,

0

‘EMPLOYED LURI A BRG HERS, REGISTERED AT HOLIDAY INN, FOUR ZERO TWO

ZLRO NINE FOUR 4,

TYO THOMAS, NEMPHIS FPO% A?RIL THREE - FOUR, LAST, DRIVING A FORD,

; ILLINOTS LICENSE FOUR ONE ONE EIGHT ZERO NINE. - 7
DETEREINE IF AUTOMOBILE IS WHITE MUST&NG AND iF'INFORﬂATICW

POSITIVE, . ADVISE ST. LOUID AT ST, ANN, MISSOURI, TO DETERNINE ANY |

r‘{.')ms}i‘EC'l“.T.O!\I COMSOLINO MAY HAVE WITH ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING.
 _ INVESTIGATION SPRINGFIELD DIVISION DETERMINED THAT VE&ICLR

FOUR ONE ONE EIGHT ZERO NINE REGISTERED TO D. L. PETERSON IN CARE

‘OF LURTA BROTHERS, GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS. FURTHER INQUIRY DETERMIN-
' ED D, L. PETERSON ACTUALLY D. L. PETERSON LEASING COMPANY OF BALTIMORE,
© WARYLAND WHICH LEASES AUTOMOBILES TO LISPETT STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY,

AND IT IS IDENTICAL TO LURIA BROTHERS COMPANY OPERATING oUT OF
 END PAGE ONE '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

T — mnr.xan o
3ERIALIZEBJ§}N .

APR1 3 1988

" FBl— MEMPHIS _




.-, ¢

PAGE TWO
TWO FIVE TWQ ZERO EAST TWENTYTHIRD STREET GRANITE CITyY, ILLINOIS.
Ao ds CONSTANTiNO IS EMPLOYED By LIPSETT STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY

o A
N

AND RESIDES AT EXECUTIVE APARTMENTS ONE ZERO ZERO THREE EIGHT
EXECUTIVE DRIVE, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, AND WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR

INTERVIEW WEEK END OF APRIL THIRTEEN AND FOURTEEN AT THIS ADDRESS,
SOURCE AT SPRINGFIELD UNABLE TO COMPLETELY IDENTIFY VEHICLE

BEARING LICENSE FOUR ONE ONE EIGHT ZERO NINE, HOWEVER, AUTO LICENSE
RECORDS REVEAL VEHICLE AS NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN FORD TWO DOOR HARDTOP,
ST. LOUIS WILL CONDUCT INVESTIGATION REQUESTED IN RETEL. |
P. |
END
- CAF
FBI MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. »FZ‘D-SQZ‘ (Rev. ‘?-15-54) - " e - o o " - . é
_FEDERAL BUREAU, OF INVESTIGATION _ - _ ___.__ . ...

| Dre — it don —

I

- her sm,zwam RAY. KINC ;i?-
. T AprIl. 4, 19 8. ;utmxetmmt.o his jﬂbmw‘ o L
-t : rhur ' unknminasmu.ch as...hishgirlir,iehd._ v
_ “Greensville,. Missms:a.pgu,, to. ... o
5 noeis; where herwas:to.hoard a.
'R has oot deard from: :her son. siﬂ&e hg

:left ME P,iﬁvxgence n@ April-4, 3-%3’0- e .

, FBITH ‘stated. that her son. recentiy ;mm:ﬁacsed a .
196‘3’ Mustang two-daeor ;s blue: in coler; from TRAVIS SHEFFIELD, = .
. - She stated the 1967 Mustang i presently in the passes*smm Lo
- of ‘MARJORIE KENNEDY who- resmes at’ 5@1 Davis: Street; Lake
Prov:.deneer, Louisiana. , 7

T FRI’I‘EI fnrther adw;sed that to. the best -of. her

o 'fknowiedge her SOn BIE&ZY RAY KING has pevér been asseciated -

Lo with- the K- Klux - Klan- or any- mlitantw‘tyge -group, . -She. stated
T . KING works ‘ona tow boat on-the ‘Mississippi Riwr and- s, -

'%herei@re, ot - -home much of the time,

! -
© Op__4/7/68 - at %zake Px:@vidence, Leuisian@lle 4 e e 2.
- = _ sEmm.IZED../’). o FILED e B
_ SA JOHN P, 1 ] &i T - ' - APR 1060
by SA -BRYON © Ba MAC med Date dilctated FBl — M el
This document contains nelther recommen atlons nor concluslons of the FBI. It is the pmpertmfﬁMBl»an%%gﬂéd to
your agency; it and its contenis are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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% ‘ W Date

MRJORIE KENNEDY, 501 ‘Davis Street, advised that

she drove her boyfriend, BILLY RAY KING, to. Greenville, S
Hississippdi, April 4, 1968, where the boarded a Trailwiys bus
for Quiney, . Hlmisa mey used RING*s 1887 Hustang., 'l'o the
best of hey kmewledge EING left Gresmville, Hissﬁssﬁ

by Trailveye bys st approximately V00 PH, April 4, 1 B' :
EENREDY stated that she returned t5 fake Providemce in. t:lm:
1887 Mustang which she.is kesping ﬁl KING vreturns im .
-Hay. At sbeut 10:00 PH; April- 4, 8, she received » ¢all .
from KING who stated tkat ke was- in clarkmle, Mississipg&, ‘
at the Dowatomaer Hotel,:  He stated $hat the bus ceuld nm: T
go any further than c}.a,rksdale snd requested her to piak

#im up at the Dowutowner Motel., She then drove to

: clarksdale@ Hiesigsippi , where: sh& picked dp KING a2t abamt

- 3500 AN, April &, 19&89 and they veturzed te lake Prwiﬁem

', -In the late.mew soues ‘en April 5, 186Q; she drove KING -
v % Yhe KGW - O:Ef:tme, Gxamiilﬁ% Histissippl, where he '
Y oogae to, shbein portativa to fis toy beat. - KEREEDY advised
A% she did met ‘know bow KING left Greemville, Wissizsippi,

" inssmuch a8 she. mtmmﬁ ta iake Prowidence . imeéi&ﬁely after
e a@e dr@m@ Hadm - a.ﬁ a% the K@ Mﬁm@.

xmm advi,sed that to the "hest a:f m kmledge
= KZ‘NG is wet ‘agsocidted with the Ku Elux Kilam oz any muitam:
C . groupg. She alsg -sisted. that to the best of her knowledge - -
.- KING agly bad a- duffle bag coptaiming kis. clothes whemr ae.
les: m ee, aad sb.e Wm Epew - of asy FEAPORS

B mm p@ﬁateﬁ au't 'the 1967 mmn@ A
- blue. m ‘gelor, parked.is; front of her residence as ¢ R
. ene. rmﬂ:y wmthasad by KI,NG, The r;egistrazm far. this Bl
- ¢ehicle 'reflected ;that it bas vehicle idemtification: mmber
#muwmla mw.ng 1968-69 Louieiena License BS6FO48, v
The regisiratien m;rt&e? rﬁlacteﬂ the ‘gwner as TRAVIS
Eﬁﬁmlmé -

4;‘7!68 ‘-“ M ?r@videnes wmmag

On c]e
- 84 J%ﬂ ‘Po GIEBERY" &!&d _ S 1
by -7 &Y@% B . HAC mﬁ.&&@”mad s ' Date dictdied

This documeni céntains nelther reeommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It {8 the > offthemamaand- I\ e
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-84)

I.
|
|
|
|
|
FBI :
Date: 4/10/68 !
- N |
Transmit the following in ‘ |
(Type in plaintext or code) :
AIRTEL AIRMAIL [
Via - — }
(Priority) |
e e e o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o e ——— — L.
TO : SAC, MEMPHIS (44-~1987)

FROM : SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) (P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

\

Re Springfield teletype to Director, Memphis,
New Orleans, and Jackson, 4/7/68, at 8:24 p.m.; New
Orleans teletype to Director, emphls, and Jackson,

4/8/68, at 2:26 a.m. /7 ¥
SUSPECT: BILLY RAY KING ~ ¥9 NI T Ly
: / 239/

PERAN

Enclosed for Memphls are 25 copies each of
FD~302's setting forth results of interviews with MARJORIE
KENNEDY and GERTRUDE FRITH on 4/7/68 at Lake Providence,
Loulslana.

The following is a synopsis of these FD-302's:

-GERTRUDE FRITH, Lake Providence, Louisiana,
advises son, BILLY RAY KING, left Lake Providence area on
4/4/68 and was driven to Greenville, Migsissippi, by girl
friend. She has not heard from KING since. MARJORIE
KENNEDY, Lake Providence, Louisiana, girl friend of XING,
advises she drove KING to Greenville, Mississippi, 4/4/68,
to catch a bus for Quincy, Ill. They drove in KING's 1967

KING, who said he was at Clarksdale, Mississippi, where his
bus had broken down. She then drove to Clarksdale, picked
up KING, and returned to Lake Providence, Louisiana, at
about 1:00 p.m., 4/5/68. She subsequently drove KING to
his employer's office at Greenville, Mississippi, where he
was to obtain transportation.

@D— Memphis (Enc. 50) (RM)
2 = New Orleans

SHMC :mak
: A
) : sé? 5 LM%

...... ﬁuu

Mustang and subsequently on 4/4/68 she received a call from

T

et e o

] fi“‘&%

Approved: Sent . 4' _— M Per

Sp cial AGent in Charge -

SR RN T N
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R . ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

' pein APFil 11, 1968

o ~ BILLY RAY KING was mterviewed a’c the Rock island
S Sllmoxs, Police Depariment, by ROBERT Ax WICEWIRE and CEIARI.EQ
- By SMITH who identified themselves as Special Agents of the .

- FBIY KING was warned of his rights and he waived them as

- shown nn an executeel warning and waz.ver .Earm. - o

. BILLY RAY KIRG advised Iie bas resided :far ten years
. sat 102 Ariington Street, Lake Providence, Louisiana; He has -
been empioyed as. a ‘deck hand on different boats in the Mississippi
‘River since he was 18 years of sge; e siated for the last
- . three months he has been employed as a deck hand on 2 towboaf
lfer the K, G’«‘Wr’; Towing Company but of Greenville, Mzssissippn., :

: , Hé added thai: He had heen :.njured on his boat
appraxmately twenty days ago and had been treated at the
 Greenyille, Mississippi, General Bospltalg but had been
recuperaiing a4t his home in Lakse Prmzdence meis:tana.
. . Bé had rec¢oyered and a:t-ranged to caten his- hea:t, which ds .- . -
- the George Weathers, at Quwlncy, Illinois, -His Persxmnel - ;v e
-mrecter, JERRY WILSON, with the K, Gr.ﬁr Towing Company in
Greenville, xmsisszppx, had given nim an airplane  ticket
‘ . irom Greenville, Mississippi, to St. Louls, Misseuri, to ..
F’"--,; T Quincy, fllinois, for April 5 -1968; however, he determined
.+ _that 2dl planés were full ané, wag instfueted to take a hus
- -7 7 to Memphis, Tennegses, to catéh a plane to. 81, Louis. He
bem -7 Jeft his hcme by ‘I‘z‘a:.lway Bus around noon on April 4, 1968
R dnd proceeded. to Memph:.s, Tennessee, which is about 175
. miles, He arrived in Memphis semetime in the afternoon :
probakly around 4:;00 pimy While at the Trailway Bus Bepot,
‘the riots broke out due to the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER :
EING:, He advised that the bus depot was closed, Thete
was no busses allawed to leave or enter and the' people in
 the bus dépot were forced to remain in the depoi 31l night
. long; He advised that the depot wag only two or thrfee
- - blocks from the Lorrgine Hotel -in Memphis, ‘Tennessee, where
- EING was shot,  fie ‘advised that he knows where this motel
is located as he hagd stayed there. on previous occasions g
He. aﬁded that rl: was ganeral knowledge in all the papers
' T - KING ‘was in. ,uemphis and staying at

%4/ /7/7 M[Jyyﬁ

o,.,A AT ‘Rock 1§Iand¢ Ilhnois File.)# 'S1 4’
. S4 cu E, sMITR . .

B& mm?m s3hl WICKWIRE - fras Dats dictated
Thls document contains neither recommenduhons nor couclus:ons of the FBI It is fhe property of fhe F cHAcl:

. it and its coments are noftobe dtsfnbuted outside your agency o . % . .
M&M
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KING stated thsu he did not unoot MARTIN LUTIBE
KING but hastily added even if he had done so, he would not.
tell, HHe also stated that HARTIN LUTHER KING got just what
he desexved and that the people in the North are getiing
just what they deserved on this racial problem as they
-caused the whole thing. When asked if he was a member of
the KKK, KING stated that he was not a member but also
added even if he was; he would not tell.

KING then stated during the early hours befo
daybreak, the busses started to move and he was able to
take a taxi to the airport, He recalled that the favre
was somewhere around $4,65, When he arrived at ithe air-
port, he determined that there was only one plune that he
could catch to Quincy, Illinois; however, this plane was
full ard he was placed on stand by. When the plane left
and he cculd not get on, he then made a lonyg distance
telephone call to his boss JERRY WILSON who then tcid him
to catch a bus to St., Louis and a .bus to Quincy where he
could catch the boat, He advised that he took s cab back
to the bus depot where he boarded a Trallway Bus for St.
Louis, iisscuri He advised this was early in the morning
and arrived in Sto Louis sometime around nocon. He then
caught a bus from St. Louwis to Quincy; however, this bus
made many different stops and he arrived too late in Quincy
to catch the boat. He then took another bus. to Rock Island,
1;11n01s, where he now oawaiting for the boab which is due 10
rrive at 12:00 midaight, :

KING stated that he owns a 1967 bright blue Musiang

which is at his home at pake Providence, Louisiana, XHe -
explained that the papers for this car “r“ in the name of
his friend TRAVIS SHEFFISLD, who lives approximately three
blocks away on uostor'Sﬁreet. He stated he bought this car
from SHETFIELD and is making the vayments but he has not
had the papers changed over o his name, The car is at his
home, KING also admitted that he owned 2 ,38 pistol and
shotgun which are both at his howme, - ' L

The following scription was obtalned from
observation and lntervlow'

L o N T S N
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S1 44-561
3

Name BILLY RAY KING
Sex Male :
Race White
Date of Birth
Place of Birth S5t. Joseph, Louisiana
He ight‘ 6t1" .
Weight 185 pounds _

~ Hair Dark Brown, Curly
Eyes - Blue

VlComplexzon - Medium to ruddy

- Address. 102 Arlington

‘ . - Lake Providence, Lou151ana

~ @ccupation - Deck Hand, Towboat ~
Education - - Seventh Grade ~
Marital Status Single

- Employment KE.G,W, Towing COmpany
, T »Greenville, Hississippi
Mother GERTRUDE FRITH :
Arrests - Admits juvenile arrest

before the age of 18 for

~assaulting a Negro police

officer in Lake Providence,

. Louisiana, expla:ning he beat

this officer with a pipe, served
nine months in a  reform school
at Monroe, Louisiana;

Admits arrest at the age of 18 .
for carrying a pistol at Lake
Providence, Louisiana, fined
$200.00 and $37,00 costs and

two years probatlon. '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



B e R R e e s S L Ut AV SOV N

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 R "
UNITED STATES GOYWERNMENT \J
TO *SAC, MEMPHIS DATE: 4-11-68
| FROM :gaC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) - P -

SUBJECT: MUBRIN: o
: CIVIL RIGHTS

(00;: MEMPHIS)

Re Springfield teletype to the Director, Memphis
and other offices dated 4-7-68,

Enclosed for Memphis are 9 copies of an FD-302
"reflecting interview of suspect BILLY RAY KING at Rock
Island, Illiinois,

On 4-7-68, Detective Sergeants JOHN COLEMAN and
ROY WEST, Rock Island Police Departiment, advised an anonymous
telephene call was received at the Pollce Department that a
white male wearing gold colcored clothing was at the PFt,
Armstrong Hotel in Rock Island, Illinois, either had a
gun or guns or made statements that he had killed someone
or that he had been in Memphis, Tennessee, when MARTIN
LUTHER KING was killed. The voice was very muffled and
the exact comments could not be distinguished.

Both proceedig/zé/;he Hotel where they immediately
located BILLY RAY KING {whom they checked for a gun, In
subsequent conversationj they determined that KING came

from Louisiana and spoke very bitterly of MARTIN LUTHER
KING. He stated he got what he deserved and when asked

if he had killed him, this person responded that even if

he had he wouldn't tell them. They decided to take him

to the Police Department for further investigation.

Photographs were obtained and major case prints
were obtained. The major case prints were mailed directly
to the Latent Fingerprint Section and photographs directly
to the Memphis Division,

NERld
7 C O%-— Igemphls (?gc (J\A 561) ‘ itcfﬁitsn:#ngﬂ.ﬁ—
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DATE FILE STRIPPED, 6!51? 7

INITIALS _fywo
BE: BU AIRTEL DTD 117336
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