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FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in _______ -:-:,0-----~------------<1 
(Type tn plainte:xt or code) 

I 

Via _________ -------~-------'-----------ll 
(Priortty) I 

- -------------------------------- -------- . ____ L ______ _ 

CE 44-1365 

MRS. ZENITH BEAM,; WU'E 'S AUNT,_ ADVISED APR. THIRTEEN 

LAST FLE'l'CHER & WIFE STOPfE.D BY EARLIER THAT DAY BUT SHE DID 

NOT KNOW CURRENT WHEREABOUTS •. 

BESSEMER CITY PD ADVISED I'1AS NO RECORD FOR FLETCHER. 

, ' 

FLETCHER TELEl?I-·J;CALLY CONTACTED CHARLOTTE OFF:tCE 

AJR .. FOOR'i'BEN.LAS'.11 & STATED WAS EN ROUTE.TO ATLANTA & 

C~ULD.BE' CONTAC!1ED EIGHT FOUR SIX SAINT-CHARLES PLACE, 

A,.,.l:ANTA,. GA. STATED' LISTED GREENSBORO ADDRESS FO_R His wxn: 

& HER FRIEND BECAQSE ,SHE ATTENDS UNIVERSlin'l 0F N.C. AT 

GREENSBORO. ADVISED MAY ALSO BE CONTACTED AT EMPLOYMENT 

F(:)R ADD1TlONAL INF0 • . · 

~~TA AT ATLANTA~ ql\. CONTACT FLETCHER~ ANY 

.ADDITIGNAL XNfO REQU!RED. 

END -

-Appf0),T,B:0.; ----------­
Spe:d'crl Ag:eat .J.n Charge 

Seint __,..;.. _____ M Per _____ _ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



r -----. -- --------------------------

F'D-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) • 
FBI 

Date: 4/12/68 

Transmit the following in ------_____,.~P-L_A-l_NT=EXT~--------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ ....;;T;;__E....:;:L:.:.....E-=T--=-YP=-E=--- ______ UR_G_E_NT __________ _ 
( P riori,ty) I 

------------------------ ------------------- ---L-------

TO: SAC, SPRINGFIELD 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

MURKIN; CIVIL RIGHTS. 00: ME 

INVESTIGATION AT MEMPHIS REVEAJ,.ED GORDON SCHLENKER, 
/ 

SIX SIX FOUR THREE OAD, LOUISVILLE, 

KENTUCKY, EMPLOYED INTERNATION HARVESTER COMPANY, REGISTERED 

HOLIDAY INN, FOUR ZERO TWO 

ONE - TWO, LAST, DRIVING 

ZERO NINE THREE EIGHT ;D 

0 THOMAS, MEMPHIS, FROM APRIL 

ILLINOIS LICENSE PL FIVE 
1111• ";1111 lll!llll'!!lJ tlf.ll!llEi ■ ti tai!'-1:JQIH'l~ 1lllil'°'Ol:D\&!llt! . 

DETERMINE IF AUTOMOBILE IS WHITE.IN COLOR, AND IF. 

INFORMATION POSITIVE, ADVISE LOUISVILLE TO DETERMINE POSSIBLE 

CONNECTION scm..ENKER MAY HAVE WITH ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN 

LtrrHER KING. 

JDV/bg~ ) 
(1)~ 

Sent ____.l .... / .......... £ ___ M 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36. (Rev, S-2:,1-64) · 

\~ 
·:-";. ,,. 

-~------------;- --~ 

• • 
FBI 

Date: 4/15/68 

. ' 
1 • 

. I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
.I 
I 
1. 

Transmit the following in __ P_L_A_I_N_TEX_T ______________ -1

1
1 

(Type in plaintext or code) I . 

Via __ T_E_L_E_T_Y_P_E___ __U_R_GE_N_T ________ ----,-----,--------,--------;1 
(Priority) I 

-- ·---------------------------------------------1 rt --- -
TO SAC ST LOUIS / fV /) (:::/ 

.FROM SAC MEMPHIS (44-1987) (2P) 

MURK IN' en·. oo: ~MPH IS. 

RE LITTLE R~CK~~-TO MEMPHIS APR~L TWELVE LAST RE 

SUSPECT ERIC·.-STARVO GALT. ✓tf ,/t;/J- ~t}"-~7Lj'4, 
HARRY GAULT; Noffl/iTTLE ROCK, ARK.,· ADVISED HIS. BROTHER, 

ERNEST SUMPTER ~T/4ATi AND PLACE OF BIRTH.~-----~ 
. 

~------~ 
, AT DANVILLE,· ARK., ARMY YETERAN, IS · 

ALCOHOLIC ANI) FLOATS ABOUT THE- COUNTRY ENTERING VETERANS 

· HOSPITALS' FOR TREATMENT. 
. , . 

. ACCORJ;>Ili'G TO HARRY GAULT, ERNEST WAS IIA'RRIED · IN ONE NINE 

.THREE EIGHT OR ONE NINE THREE NINE TO ONE NINA STARVO (PH) 

AT ·LITTLE ROCK. MARR~AGE CORDS, LITTLE ROCK, HEGATIVE RE 

THIS' MARRIAGE. -· ~ 4 -(q/7. &_)y K, -~tft fr .. ,. 

MRS. NINA BREWE BEE WALKER, LITTLE ROCK, ADVISED SHE WAS 

MAR~IED TO EAAN~ST GAULT, BUT DENIED .KNOWEEDGE; OF NAME STARVO. 

HARRY-GAULT RECONTACTED AND SAID NINE WALKER WAS PROBABLY ' . 

irtel EARNEST 
I
S FIR~ WIFE'S _NA.ME ~ATHER THAN STARVO. i-1/ ~ /t:J jJ..Ju,/rE- 'P'f/1t. 

RECQRDS, VA HOSPITAL, LITTLE ROCK, REFLECT EARNEST SUMPTER 

. AM. ASN 

.Spec. D 

;Registei'@!ii ...,__ ____ , -
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD•36 '(Rev. 5-22,;,:64) 

1/'."' . • • 
FBI 

Transmit the following 'in ------------------------1 
(Type in plafotext_ or code) 

·Via-'----~----- --------------------

i 

i 
I . 

(Priority) ' t 

-------------- --------------------------------~L-------

. •:·, 

ME 44-1987 
PAGE TWO 

-:~UNE F~V.E NINE TWO THREE ONE, SSN ~-----------~ 

, WAS LAST D ISCBARGED FROM HO_SPITAL, 
~-------~ 

LITTLE ROCK, SEPTEMBER TWO, ONE NINE SIX FIVE. NO RECORDS 

LOCATED OF EARNEST SUMPTER GAUET EVER A PATIENT OR RECEIVIJG 
,',' ,; , .. 

· ... TREATMENT AT VA HOSPITAL, MEMPHIS. 

·REC~RDS-SALVA1'1~N ARMY, JEN'S_SOCIAL·CENTER, MEMPHIS, 

·INDICATE EARNEST S. ··GAULT WAS A GUEST FROM .NOVEMBER·· EIGHT TO 

.· DECEMBER ·TEN, ONE NINE ·six .FIVE, LEFT wITHou·T. NOTICE.·AND 

. FURNISHED ~o FOR~ARDING ADDRESS •. UNCLAIMED POST ·cARD, 

·POSTMARKED DECEMBERSIXTEENt ONE NINE SIX FIVE',. ADDRESSED TO 

HIii, .INDICATED HIS VA ·F'ILE UND_ER C NUltBER SIX EIGHT EI(iHT SIX 

NINE NiNE FIVE, WAS'JRANSFERRED FROM LITTLE,ROCK TO_REGIONAL 

OFFICE AT NASHVILLE, TENN.. RECORDS VA, NA_SHVILLE!. ~~DICATE 

GAULT'S FILE BAS BEE_N SBNT TO RECORDS PROCESSING pENTER, 

ST·. LOUIS, MO • 

. ST.' LOUIS REVIEW FILE, DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS ;QF GAULT AND 

.DETERMINE IF HE. HAD ANY CHIDDREN WHO MIGHT BE IDENTICAL TO 

SUSPECT 'ER.IC STARV(? GAJ.l'.i'·. /' 

AM, COPY TO LITTLE ROClC. , . 

P. END •. 

Approve~·: _________ _ Sent ______ · M Per ----,---
Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI S PR NGFLD 

605PM IBGENT 4-13-68 DJK 

TO. ~1EMPHIS 

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 1P 

MURKIN. RM. 

• 

RE MEMPHIS TELS TO SPRINGFIELD DATED APRIL TWELVE LAST AT 
✓ ' 

ELEVEN FIFTY THREE AND ELEVEN FIFTY FOUR PM. 
' . f 

AUJO LICENSE DIVISION, SPRINGFIELD REPORTED NO sue LLINOIS 

. LICENSE ON FILE AS P L FI VE ZERO NI NE THREE 
-✓ 

~EC ONT ACT w ITH ORIGINAL s OURCE. . 44 -/9/J -M- E -cq 1 i 
AU!o LICENSE DIVISIONS, REPORTED ILLINOIS LICENSE~ 

ONE ONE two ONE iss'ti -TJ~ wiCstt.'tc;~1~,2)m:r rwo, ·PAXTON, ILLINOIS, · 

ON NINETEEN FIFTY EIGHT FORD PICKUP. IN VIEW OF TRUCK DESCRIPTION 

NO FURTHER INQUIRY CONDUCTED. 

END 

GAF 

FBI MEMPHIS 

X 

' ,,, . 
..... -
.' ,• 

.-:_: .. ;,· 
:-..(,' 
., 
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FB 1~·M1-Ail t ·\'>\ 
~ .,.,.. ~ 

F·· •• •· l 145PM URGENT 4-12-68 PJL 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861>, BIRMINGHAM (44•1740), NEWARK, ST. LOUIS 

{44-775), AND MEMPHIS (44-1987). 

FROM MIAMI (44- 1854 > 
' -

MURKIN CR. 00 MEMPHIS 

RE BIRMINGHAM, NEW YORK, 

TAMPA, AND MEMPHIS FOUR 1 ELVE_ ~_NSTANT • 

- JOSEPH JAMES ~lATTE GAULT THIS DATE. 

GAULTS ACQUAINTED WITH NO _ONE NAMED ERIC STARVO GALT OR KARL GALT OR 

WITH ANYONE WHO KNEW FAMILY WHO t1IGHT HAVE USED 
) 

THESE NAMES. GAULT BORN IN SCOTLAND 
~~-----------~ 

AND STATES THAT GAULT AND GALT ARE BOTH ACCEPTED VERSIONS OF SPELLING 

THAT. ·NAME AND ARE OFTEN USED INTERCHANGEABLY. 

THE GAULT HAS SON BY FORME.R MARRIAGE NAMED DONALD CAMERON GAULT, 
/ 

WHOM -'HE HAS NOT SEEN SINCE NI NE TEEN TWENTY El GHT AND· WHO WAS RN IN 

AND WHO IS CURRENTLY IN U.S. N VY. 
~----------~ 

FORMER WIFE OF JOSEPH JAMES GAULT, MRS. GEORGE STEADLEYP NE FI VE ' . . ---------1. 
EIGHT BEACH STREET, JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY IN ZERO SEVEN THREE 

ZERO SEVEN,, IN ALL PROBABILITY/ KNOWS WHEREABOUTS OF DONALD 

CONERON GAULT. 

END PAGE ONE -

•,"!'. 

,:- :1;i 

. 
-: .. ;·~ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
PAGE TWO 

MM 44-1854 

NEWARK LOCATE MRS• GEORGE STE ADLEY, ONE FIVE EIGHT BEACH STREET, 
4''·rcJK. 

JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY,. ASCERTAIN WHEREABOUTS. OF DONALD CAMERON GAULT, 

AND. SET FORTH LEADS TO HAVE HIM INTERVIEWED. 

CORR PAGE ONE, SECOND PARA OF BODY ••• FIRST SENTENCE SHOULD READ 

GAULT NOT THE GAULT 

END 

l'K ••• JON 

FBI NEWARK 

BH ••• ssP -

FBI BIRMG.HAM 

3.. ••• 

ME ••• CAF 

FBI MEMPHIS 

SL ••• SL PLS ACK ••• 

ALL OTHER OFFICES PLS DISC 

/ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. --- -~-~~--_,.._,,..--_. ··--- ~ .. ---,........---.-;,-~.---·-:-,· ---------
f • 

• 
FBI MIAMI 

9: 10PM URGENT 4• 12-68 PJL 

TO DIRECTOR (44•38861), TAMPA, NEW YORK, ST. LOUIS (44-775), 

BIRMINGHAM (44- 1740), _AND MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

FROM MIAMI (44-1854) lP 

MURKIN. CR. OO- MEMPHIS 

· RE BURE AU AND ST • .LOU IS TELS F' OUR TEN LAST, NI AM I TEL 

TO. BUREAU FOUR ELEVEN LAST. AND ST• LOU IS T TO BUREAU FOUR 

TWELVE I NS TANT.. / . 11, J?J'1-,l,4: -~ . 
. JOSEPH JAM~AULT~ND SIMONE MATT GAULT'. LOCATED MIAMI 

THIS !;ATE. INS RECORDS, MIAMI, 'INDICATE AS OF DECEMBER ONE 
\ 

LAST, PAULE SIMONE GALT RESIDING FIVE SIX ZERO SEVEN GULF DR., 

HOLMES BEACH, MANATEE, FLA. WARRE~ MILTON GALT LISTED AS HER 

END PAGE ONE 

, ,,. ' 

. I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-- ------- - ~--· 

• • 
PAGE TWO 

MM 44-1854 

NEW Y,QRf< .. J)lS,CQNI.lNUE EFFORTS· TO. LOCATE· JOSEPH JAMES GAULT 

AND SIM ONE MATTE GAULT• 

UNKN.OWO S]BJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS •.. 

END. 

NY ••• A WS 

FBI NEW YORK 

TP ALS 

FBI TAMPA 

tr.IS SL 

ME TSJ 

FBI MEMPHIS 

SL JHH 

FBI ST LOUIS 

BH HEP 

FBI BIRMGHAM 

TU DISPP I , 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



, •. . . . .. .' ., -~ .• 

• 

FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI T~MPA 

512PM ·uRGENT 4• 13-68 BLW 
TO DIRECTOR, BIRMINGHAM, LOS ANGELES, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS 

FROM. TANPA ·ct57-3231) 2P 

MURKIN, 00 ME. 

RE TAMPA TEL REAU APRIL TWELVE LAST AND MIAMI TEL 

TO BUREAU APRIL TWE E LAST• 'tj~ 1911 _,~-!t _ 7 O 
lvARREN MILT • GALT,/rI~ SIX ZERO SEVEN GULF DRIVE, HOLMES 

BEACH, FLA. REINTERVIEWED THIS PATE A~D ADVISED FATHER, CLARENCE 

GALT DECEASED. FATHER HAD ONLY TWO BROTHERS' NAMES UNKNOWN WHO 
ef 

DIED IN INFANCY. HAD BROTHERS LIVED WOULD BE SIXTY FIVE AND 
\ 

SEVENTY YEARS OLD, FATHER WOULD BE SIXTY ·SEVEN. FATHER HAS NO 

LI Vi NG BROTHERS AND HAD NO SISTERS• MOTHER HAD LY ONE BROTHER,-

CLAUDE SNEED, ONE ZERO ZER ONE THREE CLAIRMON· DRIVE, ST. LOUIS, MO. 

WARREN HAS· ONLY TW STEPSONS, JOHN DUP HEUR~ THIRTY TH-REE. 
. . 

YEARS OLD, EMPLOYED UNKNOWN BRIDGE PAINTING ·CONTRACTOR, LINTON, 
, . 0 . . 
IOWA AND ALLEN DUPU~~!Ja, TWENTY FOUR YEARS EMPLOYED AMERICAN -INSURANCE CO., ST. LOUIS, MO. 

DRIVE, ST. LOUI_S. ·. 1· RESIDES TWO T~REE 
ONE ~2NE ~ARQNER~! ~ . . -::e.!f._- t!lr'Z~/--~ ---of?'&73, 

ENI! PAGE ONE ~-

SEARCHED ................. INDEXEO~.. • ....... 1 • . . 

SERIALIZEO.~ ........ FILED....... . ... · 

/\PR 1 ?. 1968. - .-_. 
FBI - MEMPHIS 

'i' --

:\·\ •~•~•t·t·I 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



., ..,._ 

PAG"E TWO • •• 

. 

TP 15 7-3231 

WARREN HAS ONLY. ONE BROTHER, HOMER GALT, DOB ~--~ 

ST. LOUIS,MO. HOMER MARRIED TWICE IN 

ST. LOUIS IN NINETEEN FORTY FOUR DIVORCED SAME·YEAR. REMARRIED 

NINETEEN FORTY SIX OR FORTY SEVEN TO NELLIE, MAIDEN NAME UN-

KNOWN BUT PREVIOUSLY MARRIED. NO CHILDREN TO KNOWLEDGE AND 
' 

UNKNOWN IF ST ILL MARRIED. LAST KNOWN RES ID I NG LOS ANGELES. 

UNCLE, CLAUDE SNEED, ST •. LOUIS;MAY KNOW LOCATION OF HOMER. 

OTHER _RELATIVES OF WARREN ARE CHARLES GALT, RESIQES ON 

WASHINGTON AVE., ST. LOUIS, MO., WHO HAS SON, STEWART GALT, 

ADDRESS UNKNOWN; AND MARTIN. GALT, ADDRESS UNKNOWN, FERGUSON, 

MO., WHO HAS SON, M~RTIN, JR., ADDRESS UNKNOWN. 

, WARREN FORMERLY EMPLOYED AMERICAN CAR AND FOUNDRY CO., 
ST. LOUIS, NO., NOV. SIXTY FIVE TO SEPT. SIXTY SEVEN WHEN 

I 

MOVED TO FLA. 

ABOVE NAMES ONLY GALT KNOWN TO WARREN AND ERIC ST ARVO 

GALT UNKNOWN TO WARREN G~LT. 

SUGGEST ST. LOUIS CONTACT CLAUDE SNEED FOR LOCATION OF -HOMER GALT. 
LEADS. TO CONT ACT OTHER MEMBERS OF W·ARREN GALT FAMILY 

BEING LEFT TO QISQ R~J.U~tJ,Jl,F2~ __ LOU I~ 

END 

LFB 

I FBI MEMPHIS 

1·' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F'D-36 (Rev. S-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 4/12/68 

Transmit the following in -------~P.=:LA~~INT~E==XT:::.::,__----:---:----------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ T_E_L_ET_YP_E ________ UR_G_E_N_T_-----,------,-----------; 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: SAC, SPRINGFIELD 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

MURKIN; CIVIL RIGHTS. 00: ME u/ 
INVESTIGATION AT MEMPHIS REVEALED DONALD RACHAL, ROUTE 

ONE, BOX NINE, NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA, EMPLOYED H. C .. 

PRICE COMPANY, REGISTERED HOLIDAY IIIN, FOlR ZERO TWO TWO 7' // 

THOMAS, MEMPHIS, FROM MARCH THIRTY - APRIL ONE, LAST, J/ 
DRIVING FOURD WITH ILLINOIS LICENSE BONE NINE ONE ONE TWO 

1 rt 

ONE. 

DETERMINE IF AUTOMOBILE IS WHITE MUSTANG, AND IF 

INFORMATION POSITIVE, ADVISE NEW ORLEANS AT NATCHITOCHES 

TO INTERVIEW RACHAL TO DETERMINE ANY CONNECTION HE MAY HAVE 

WITH ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

JDV/bi/d 
(1) , 

./ 

<:'~, ~ ~' ' 
~J "'--' .1. ..... 

Sent 1l-Z M 

' ----- ---~ 
;·_·; r; I) __ _ 

. ---- ----/4--. --
!;. _.,-= 

---­Per c<y .. 

. <':. 

-- . 
1f~.· 

::J 

., \~~ 
I~,~; 

' .... ~ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI SPRNGFLD. 

1 FBI MEMPHIS 

1154. 

• ... 

PM l.HGENT 4/12/68 TSJ 

TO SPRINGFIELD 

FROM MEMPHIS (44• 1987) 

~RKIN;- CIVIL RIGHTS. OO;ME 

. , 

l·NVESTIGATION AT MEMPHIS REVEALED DONALD 

ONE, BOX NINE, NATCHITOCHES,, LOUISIANA , EMPLOYED H.C. 

PRICE COMPANY, REGISTERED HOLIDAY INN, FOUR ZERO TWO TWO ✓-

'!HOMA:,✓.-MEMPHIS, FROM MARCH THlRTY-APRIL ONE , LAST, 

DRIVI/ FORD WITH ILLINOISE LICENES B ONE NINE ONE ONE TWO . 

ONE . . 

DETERMINE IF AUTOMOBILE 'IS WHITE MUSTANG , AND IF 

IN.FORMATION POSITIVE , ADVISE NEW ORLEANS AT NATCHITOCHES 

- TO 'It,ffERVIEW RACHAL TO DETERMINE ANY CONNECTION HE MAY HAVE 

WITH ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

END 

CEK. 

FBI SPRNGFLD 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 4/12/68 

Transmit the following in ----------:='PLL!::!JAQ.,1.a...iNT~E-XT......__--:--:-______ ---i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ T_E_L_ET_YP_E __ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

L------- -

TO: SAC, SPRINGFIELD 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

MURK.IN; CIVIL RIGHTSo 00: ME 

INVESTIGATION AT MEMPHIS REVEALED A. J. CONSOLINO, 
:tm ~ ii!liia\lii"W:t:!f. 'Mt? 

ONE ZERO ZERO NINE FOUR A, EXECUTIVE DRIVE NORTH, ST. ANN, 

MISSOURI, EMPLOYED LURIA 

INN, FOUR ZERO TWO TWO 

FOUR, LAST,ADRIVING 

EIGHT ZERO NINE.D 

OTHERS , REGISTERED AT HOLIDAY 

ROMAS, MEMPHIS, FROM APRIL THREE­

ILLINOIS LICENSE FOUR ONE ONE 

DETERMINE IF AUTOMOBILE IS WHITE MUSTANG AND IF INFORMA-

TION POSITIVE, ADVISE ST. LOUIS AT STa ANN, MISSOURI, TO 

DETERMINE ANY CONNECTION CONSOLINO MAY HAVE WI~H ASSASSINATION 

OF MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

II~ 
Sent _.......__-'----~ tr_ M Per -·-4===,;z.-' __ _ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



~MPHIS • 
FBI SPR NGFLD 

532PM lRGENT 4-13-68 DJK 

TO rEMPHIS AND ST·. LOUIS 

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 2PP 

MURK I N. C 'R • 

RE MEMPHIS· TELETYPE TO SPRINGFIELD DATED APRIL TWELVE; LAST, 

TI ME ELEVEN FI F'T Y S IX P • M. 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE STo LOUIS DIVISION, THE FOLLOWiijG 

TELETYPE wAS RECEIVED THE ME~PHIS DIVISION: - / .;Jtf~/9/7-c/u4·i.:/~ 
MEMPHIS REVELAED A. J. C ONS~NO,~NE ZERO, . , 

_,-- +zv-·- 1 t TIP¥ 8 5t: 1 iJii..iM 

2;ERO_ NINE FOUR A, E CUTI VE. DRIVER NORTH, ST. ANN, MISSOURI, 

. EMPL~YED LURIA BRO HERS,DREGISTE~ED .AT ,HOLIDAY INN,. FOUR ZERO TWO 

TWO THOMAS, MEMPHIS FROM APRIL THREE - FOUR, LAST, DRIVING A FORD, , 

ILLINOIS LICENSE FOUR ONE O'NE EIGHT ZERO NINE. · 

DETERMINE IF AUTOMOBILE IS WHITE MUSTANG AND IF INFORMATION 

POSITIVE, .ADVISE ST. LOUIS AT ST. ANN, MISSOURI, TO DETERMINE ANY 

CONNECTION CONSOLING MAY HAVE WITH ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
. ' 

. INVESTIGATION SPRINGFIELD DIVISION DETERMINED THAT VEHICLE 
I • 

FOUR ONE ONE ·EIGHT ZERO NINE REGISTERED TO D. ·L. PETERSON IN CARE 

OF LURIA BROTHERS, GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS. FURTHER INQUIRY DETERMIN-,, 
ED D. L. PETERSON ACTUALLY D. L. PETERSON. LEASING COMPANY OF BALTIMORE,. 

MARYLAND WHICH LEASES AUTOMOBILES TO LISPETT SIKEL PRODUCTS COMPANY, 
' -. 

AND IT IS IDENTICAL TO LURIA BROTHERS COMPANY OPERATI 

END PAGE ONE 
DEAR . 
SERIAlllED,Ji,,,. ..... Fll.EO;,,, 

APR 1 ~ 1; 
. f8I - MEMPHIS 

-~[,.' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
PAGE TWO 

TWO FI VE AST TWENTYTHIRD STREET GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS. 
\ 

A. J. CONST tn.JT I.NO IS EM PLOYED BY. LIPSETT STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY 
,J ... ~~-~u~;_,·)11';...:zt.fh :wsa .. F? 

AND RESIDES AT EXECUTIVE APARTMENTS ONE ZERO ZERO THREE EIGHT 

EXECUTIVE DRIVE, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, AND WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR 

~NTERVIEW WEEK END OF APRIL THIRTEEN AND FOURTEEN AT THIS ADDRESS. 

SOURCE AT SPRINGFIELD UNABLE TO COMPLETELY IDENTIFY VEHICLE 

BEARING LICENSE FOUR ONE ONE EIGHT ZERO NINE, HOWEVER, AUTO LICENSE 

RECORDS REVEAL VEHICLE AS NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN FORD TWO DOOR HARDTOP. 

END 

CAF 

ST. LOUIS WILL CONDUCT INVESTIGATION REQUESTED IN RETEL. 

P. 

FBI MEMPHIS 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
l .. . ... 

4/8/68- · 
Date-----~------,-'--

-~-·~~~ _ Ap~~i, 4,- . 1~.58, __ ,~t.o...x.etnrn~:t;0 __ ~_.,j;oh,._:tfl'~-~-~, 30.\v.±ng,, .. C~ .. fhe . . . . ? , . · , 

_ e~:a,c.t_.~t.:±rrte.,,:e.f.~~41:is;:;.:~ur:e:.~'.D'I :::u-j·k:l'ffJW,n.,c,:i oasmu.ch :-as.....:his....: .girl f riehd .. __ 
: ; . __ -. • QltJQRlEY~Y::~t.dm.tL,~ ,;t:o~~,ville.:, .. .:.:ifiss:issii:.pp:i:~. --t.D~. . 

. - · '-~~di~ :a;: J;,lis·'-~to.:,~Qll~~, :. -,141:i:Da~·s· ;~.::Yth\n•e·• .<he:.nv.auL~t:EL:b~ar;d ·a • 
-~:.r-iver.boa:t.,p_ . ..Mrs...,.:,.EJUT:H. :na·s-~11ttt .. :J1ear.ct . fr.mL~er .. s.tm. :s~c.~;. i\~ 

. , - · ._ .. left.. -~~ P~id.:~ee.c.on~ AJ>r:i'l,·,A:·~ 1968:.i.. . . -- .... ,, .. 

_ - F.RITrH :_ sta.te.d., tbat ... her son:. r.ec.ent$y. ~s:ei;t .. a ~-- .. 
· ~19.61 -Must.a.ng_._ t.w~;deor-,:-' b,l-$ ·in--col,or ~' ·'fr-Olrf~'l'BA.ti:s·_~SIID1FiELD~.: . 
. She s.tat:ed· .the 1967 :Must-ang;; :ils::pre·sent::ly· in_-the possu?s'S:iD~. 

· .. • .of :~JU ORIE ;~EDY; wh(J · resitiesL at· · SOT~ Dav.is:, Stree.t·.'.;. Lake:: :-
: Prov±deuc-e:; -Louisiana$ · -

'.: - C -FEITH furt·'Mr'·c;adve.:ised that· fo, the· best· ·cf ,·lier 
... ·.,kn~I:e.dgf::!:-.ne,:";aea :;Bi:M.:t't'.ltAl' -KING_ has -never·been ,asaociate.d ·_ 

. -. :-~~~!th~" tbe ,. l{u,.IQ.:wt :,Jrl:an ~·ol" ': ,auy0·,:m:li,t•a-n.t;,;,~ype ·::.grci,up!t · ._ -Sbe ·st~t ed 
. , , ~· .. KiNG ,w;ork$·1m:-a'':t°ffiV·:.::t,eat,•ion:,~tb:e Mississi:pp±,-R:t.ver- a:nd.-:is 1 . 

,.,.t;:here:f~i~,,~-ot ,hGDie -much : of" ·tll~ -time. --

on -__ 4 .... /_.7 ...... fl'_,6_8_--~{ :¼ske Pr®,j.·dence,,<J<io.u.is,iantue-# 
_.._..~~~~-Eo??J 

APR 1 v· 
FBI-. ·_: -~!·~·i::N~~-~=EJ\~Ni~:-.~~e~ by . ,. . oi . JII ... ,-~ .... "' 

• i" •\t: f-c~,:-' ::• ;: >,• • ':• 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is th , propert:¼,..O.~l~ai-i: 
your agency; it and its contents are not to, be distributed outside your agency. 
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F0-302 (Rev, 1•25·60) , . ' ~EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA Tit 
Date __ 4/_"'&f_--•---"-· -----"--·-{ _ 

_ {MARJORIE KDNEDY, .:501 :·na•ts Stl"eet, advised that 
sll,- drov.e. .ber .. bQYfriend, ·BILLY BAY l:DG·, to Greeuv.ill•i·• . _ 
-Mississipp.t,.: Apr:~- 4.- .l.9G8.,---,•c~~-tl.e . .:-.r.ded-.a --~ilwa.ys_ ~s 
for QUiac,_, '. U,l~is it . Taey _used E:DJG·•;s- · l9ST: llWiJ"t:&Q,o . T•·,;1,:th.e 
t#est of. ~•·.--ledge .1::n1G, -1eft -Greanv ille,, -IU.:sstss,n·i:~ .. , --- .- _ 
bJ Trailwa~•- • at apprG1d.1Jiat-1'J' ~t:teo Pl,- -April ,.,· J:HS-i -_ . 
-KEPBDY stat.cl ·tlm t she re~urne-d ·u, :Lake Providnee in· -··t:~ .· 
1967 iius.taai nieb she,.;ts :kup:mrg·-.u1 ,£:ING ~eturns -in · - ·. 

- ,. 1-1~ -A:t ~NUt 10:00 JM, - 4,pri.l:--~ .l.NS, she_ received a ca·~;t·,-
-fr~ D-HG -wao. stated t~t -he -,ns -·u -Clarksda-le, M-iss;is&liPP'¼i· 
at the_ ~t.1WP.Ur --1ote1" ,, .lie sta'irea t'bt the· biis· cmll.d· wt 0

·:-: 

go any furtber t•n _ Clarkl!Jdllle am req~sted ~er to: ,~k '· .­
ilia . up at the -~tener :Kote-1 . .,. --s·11-e· then drove· to: · · · -· .:· -
Clar~daie-$ Mississipp,$· ":1Jb,ere,.: she---tnCked ·111:i UNG a,t abaut. 

- -1 t:IQ .U4f · Apr.11. ~ :.l.lJ8.,:, and ,t• :'fft~d.J.to La __ k.e ~-1~~-
! .· . I-. _ the ~:~ --~ ::a. 4P,r-il --5:, ._l'96P,~. Jitm---~reve l:ilffl :_ ·· •• . 
'.' -·t;e,'\-~-:••-:'f~;Gff•e1 .Gr~fJl;JB~ :-ltilfl~tppJ.-,-~e.:tie- ,, : 
,: •·"d:~:t.-: ~- . ~ti.~- w ~ ·:tew :tte-t-.· ·. DDIDY -a~:hr:ls~il 

,~ tfi~ s,h~ «t~----- --~•· h'OI' -x~G '1dt Gr.~euvillerltissiasippi, · ·. 
· --_ ·-~~h ~ ~,-•~--~---t~-kke ~±d•e c:•Nriatetv•-a:f·t;:r..·. 

~~-~ s .... ~d~.qppd~;Ma--f ;°'~ ,,;~b.,,/x:~ Ofticl.'~-- ~ -•- : · · ·_ 
' . . . . 

_ - 'UDE!)!> :&d;,~;cf thft.t -·te:.tu·:··t,es·t .01'. .. aer ka~ledge 
KJJG-.-is -.aat -._GC-iii;ffil-:1i1ith ~he' ·1:u..- 1::ll'IX __ X,lan -~-- aa:,-: mllt.~Jit,· 

- :·gr .. ,,,._., S·- al-,~-~tated tt,.at >to: tu· best· ~-tt&T ~• ·'., '. 
.; :.JUIG -••l;y·aad a -Q~fle~ •g:·.c~~--i,z~:-&u,s .. el•-t~ dn-be· ->- ,:-­

ltif:t .-idi- ~e~, _.a-~ .s~-•s~ :,._ -Of q7.:~-~ 
,, .• ~·:~9 RI E~ , . . . ·_ . - - -~ -; 

. . . ,""'\:. 

. -. . . 

· · _. .-QNQDI ~-.t~ ·eµt'··
1
ti.· :i:ffl ·ii~•-~~ 

__ .1,e_: ~ :.~:w- -~~•d, ii&,, tr..•~t ~f-·-er ,;es.ide~~ :••·-<the· - - · · 
· _ GJ1ij .. 1.r~•:t~ ~s.e.d t,y, KIJG. Ttie· l'¾~gisJira t:•· tar· .. th-ts ,_, ' 

- - i~biele "Nila~ ;that·-- it ·1:1as -vehicle :lde~tification'-'muntier 
~~i Tl7.U.U; -._rj~g 1,"S.:.69 ,Lou.isiana -:li,~~cmse _· ,35p94g,. _ --
~ \~qis:tn-t:ma .t*rtter 1:efl;9ted tll@ ·~aer as, TU, VIS · · . .J 
WJIJFI&D - : . :_ : · · - · - ✓ 

, . • '61 .· . ' 

: p. ~:,~- -i ~-., 1:. ;~-- i _ 

t-i~·t~=j ,_J-~~-- '~·.: . 
. :,, ~-, ·- :t 

,- ~--
._ ·• 
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F'D-36 (Rev. S-22-64) 

•. •·I ,,. ~ -.... -"'t•;, -•· -.f":f(' ~ .... ·•·· 

FBI 

Date: 4/10/68 
"-

' 

Transmit the following in -----------==-----=------=-~---------1 
{Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL AIRMAIL Via ________ _ 
· {Priority) I 

l - ,. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - L - - - - - - -

TO 

FROM 

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-19~7) 

SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) 

SUBJECT: . MURKIN 

(P) 

Re Springfield teletype to Director, Memphis, 
New Orleans, and Jackson, 4/7/68, at 8:24 p.m.; New 
O~leans teletype to Directo.rr~, emphis, and Jackson, 
4/8/68, at 2:26 a .m. V," ·q/7-/ 6~ 
SUSPECT: B~ ;jl/ ,/ -:_#) 

Enclosed for Memphis are 25 .copies each of 
FD-302's setting forth results of interviews with·MARJORIE 
KENNEDY and GERTRUDE FRITH on 4/7 /68 at Lake Providence, 
Louisiana. 

The following is a synopsis of these FD-302's: 

·GERTRUDE FRITH, Lake Providence, Louisiana, 
advises son, BILLY RAY KING, left Lake Providence area on 
4/4/68 and was driven to Greenville, Mi$sissippi, by girl 
friend. She has not heard from KING since. MARJORIE 
KENNEDY, Lake Providence, Louisiana, girl friend of KING, 
advises she drove KING to Greenville, Mississippi, 4/4/68; 
to catch a bus for Quincy, Ill. They drove in KING's 1967 
Mustang and subsequently on 4/4/68 she received a call from 
KING, who said he was at Clarksdale, Mississippi, where his 
bus had broken down. She then drove to Clarksdale, picked 
up KING, and returned to Lake Providence, Louisiana, at 
about 1:00 p.m., 4/5/68. She subsequently drove KING to 
his employer's office at Greenville, Mississippi, where he 
was to obtain transportation. · 

G>- Memphis (Enc. 50) (RM) 
2 - New Orleans 
SMC:mak 
(4) 

------M 
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FD-302 (Rev: 4·15-64) 

. f\ 
• . ilJl'I,---• 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
-""--:-:..., 

. _11. ... -i.il 11 .. 196'8 
. Date_..;..~-=----~!!.--------'-

1 

.... ¥ ~ BILLY RAY KING was in t~~Iew:ed -at - the ~eek ~land, _ 
11.l~no:i:.s:, Police De_p~·tment, by -BOBE'&T ~: \fICKWIRE and CHARLES 
~i. S:MtTH who ideritif~ed themselves ;as .Sp~c.ial Agent.s· of th1;1 _ 
.1BI1~l K'iN'G was wa.rned of his r.igbts. and be w~i'{(ed them as . 
s.hown-ol'l an executed w;arn~ng and wa.ive:t fb:tll1. 

-- . - , . 

. : ·. . B~L~Y R.i)Y :Kl.NG ·-ad,rise~. 11~ ,,his- ~.esiued fcp: t~b yea.rs_ 
,at 102· .Arlington· Street, "-~e -PrQV+den~e:., L.ouisi-ana-;,'. He has · . _ - · 
been e:ni_ployed as a (leek h~nd _ 011 tiiff.e:re-nt b~a/~s in the. miss_issi,ppi· 

· ltive~ since ·he :was 18 yeat"s o:t e,ge:' ·He stated fer the la.st·· 
three months he ha$ been employed.a& a deck hand ona·towhea.t 
fot the &.Gr.-Wt. Tow$.ilg. Company out Q.f Greenv.il~e ,,· llis~t!ssippii · 

. . . - . 

He· added.. tha.t fie ~ad been i,tij'Ut'ed -on bis b(i)ait' 
,appt-e-xim.ately twen-tf day$ ag(l' ·and had been· treated. at the · . 
G:r-e:enville-, _jfi.s.s:is:Bippi, Gen~ra.1 B.ospita1~ 'Qut had. been 
recuperating •at his _ h~e in Litke,. 'tto.vidence, :touia:i~na ~ -
He haq recov,e~ed -and -a:r:-rangaq. ·to· ca teh his · h¢)~t, which 1s . · 
-~he George Weathers., -,at Qtd.nc:v, t1.1i~1i{. •If:ts P~re,onnel . 
l)ire~tor, JEBRY WI~GN1 witq tlle .){r.:G~Wf.; 'tewµg ~mpany .in· 
Gree1wille_·,. )4issliirf!iJ;>pi,. _ Mel iiven h.:J.m.'- :a~. ,azrfla1;1e · tic~et 

.· fr~ Gl"Ete):lv::r.11~,. M~i!>aiss.ippi, t·tl St. Louis,, M1:ss~uri, t(?. 
, _, -- tu:incy-, --llli11Qit:r, ·tt:>.'i: April 5, · 196.8; bowe,ger, be .qetermined · 
.. _ . ·that. •.ll _planes-were :full· and was instruet~d to take ,a bus _ . 

··to -~~phis1 Tennessee, to catch a plan~ to-'$:i. ~o~is •. B.e . -
· left his hQllle by "Tra.i1way BUS around n:<>011 en_ april 41 1968 _­

Etnd proc~eded to -emphis~ T~nnes.see, Wh~Ch :fs· ·about· 175 
miles. - Re· arriv-ed in Memphis s·emeti.me in the -afternoQn 
prabablf -a-round 4;QO p.-in.:t While at the ·Trai~way Bus Depot, 
'the ri~ts .broke ,out due to -the -sheeting of IDUl,T'lN LUTl:IER 
Kl;N'G.. He .advisec'l.· thf!t the bus depot :was cles~a •.. The-~e 
was no busses alloy.r~d ~9 leave er ,·en.tei:- ,aild · the; people in ·. 
the bus dapGt we~e ·_·foree-d to reiuain in 11he ·aepot·:.~il 'itight· · 
lan,g •- He a.av ised tha.t t,h,e ciie-peit, was · only ·t\Vo ;or three · 

. bloeks·- from the. Ler~~ne .Metal ·in :Memphis,.'·Tenne.sse~, where 
JING- was .shot. : Ha ·attvised that he knows .,,h(u·e this _motel 
is located. as- ha_ .hat. s.tay:et1 :there. on previous o.c.casi9ns., ' 
He. ad.decl .· that ,it "Wa$ ·. general knew ledge . in all- tne papers . 
·that Dr. •Ma.TlN L~ :KING 'was in __ Jfempbis and. staring: at · 

- tile Lerra ine . Motel·,.' · · · 

- ILJ'.-/f/f"-~'E-cP~- ~ 
On' 4-lt"'."68 ... at. Rock Island, 11.li.nois File# . 44-561 . -- . . ~ 

... :.."-1GHED ................ H{Di:',{£D.. • 

. SA. C!W:lLES Eli. SM~TH . SER,ALIZEO •.• ,f.J .... , ..• FILliD ...... 2$. ... : ..... : 
by ·_ · S.A- Rf>BlmT ti.A~~ WICKWIRE" · /ras Date dictated · 4-9Afl. 9 10:::.n 

_ '. . fBI-'"-- iVll:'.MPH - ·. 

it and its cantents a•'(' not to be d!sfributed outsrde your agency. l '--·-- "i'I&'•,, _ ~ j · 
. ' :·· , . - , . ' ~"~ 
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SI 44-561 

KING stated that he did not shoot Ml',.R'l'IN LU'l'nIC:R 
,- KING but hastily added even if he had done so, he _would not 

tell.. He also stated that NAHTIN LUTHER KI.N'G got just what 
he deserved and that the people .in the North are getting 
just what they deserved on- this racial problem as they 

-caused the whole thingo When asked if he was a member of 
.the KKK, KING stated that };le was not a memqer but :::i.lso 
added ~ve~1 if he was 1 he would not tell. 

KING then stated during the early hours before 
daybreak, the busses started to move and he was able to 
take a taxi to the airporto He recalled that the fare 
was somewhere around $4o65o When he arrived at the air­
port, he determined that there was only one plane that he 
could catch to Quincy, Illinois;, however: this plane was 
full ar.d he w2.s placed on stand hy. Wllen the pJ2.ne left 
and he could not get on, he then made a long dit\ance 
telephone call to his boss JJmRY WILSON who tlv:i~ tcld him 
to catch a bus to St. Louis and a.bus to Quincy where he 
could catch the boat~ He advised that he took a cab back 
to the bus depot where he boarded a Trailway Bus for St. 
Louis, Missouri. He advised this was early-in the morni:ng 
and arrived in St. Louis sometime around noon .. He then 

, caught a bllS from St~ Louis to quincy; however, this bus 
made many clifferent stops and he arrived too late in Quincy 
to catch the boat~ He then took another bus t6·rtock Island, 
Illinois, where he r:.ow ~\Wai ting for the boat which is c~ue to 
arrive at 12:00 ~idriighto 

KING stated that ne owns a 1967 bright blue Mt~s.tang 
which is at his home at Lake Providence, - Louisiana. He 
explained tha~ the papers for this car are in the name of 
his friend TRAVIS SHEF.FIElcD, who lives appr<:mimate};y three 
blocl-rs away on Foster Street. He stated he bought thi.s cir 
from SHEF1'"'D~LD and is ma1'.:ing the payments but he has ·not 
had the papers changed over to his name. The car is at his 
home. KING also admitte.d that he ovmed a .38 pistol and a 
shotgun which- are both at his hom-e. 

The following description was obtained from 
observation and interview: 

I 

l 
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SI 44-561 
3 -

Mame 
Sex 
Race 

• 

Date of Birth 
Place 0£ Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Complexion 

· Address 

Gcoupation 
Education 
Jlarital Status 
'Employment · 

Mother 
Arrests 

• 
BILLY RAY KING 
Kale 
White 

St. Joseph, Louisiana 
6'1" 
·1s5 pounds 
Dark Brown, c;urly 
Blue 
Medium to ruddy 
102 Arlington 
Lake Provide.nee, Louisiana 
· Deck Hand, Towboat : . 

Seventh-Grade 
Single 
K.G.W·~ Tow~ng Company 
Greenville, l{.issislSippi 
GEBTBU))E nttTH 
Admits juvenile arrest 
before the age of 18 for 

.assaulting a Negro police. 
officer in_Lake Providence, 

.Louisiana, e~plaining he beat 
this officer with a pipe, ·served 
nine· montbs in a- reform· school 
at Monroe,. lpu-isiana; 
Admits arrest at the age of 18 
for carrying a pistol at Lake 
Providence, Louisiana., finecl 
$200.00 and $37.00 ·-costs and 
two years .probation.. · · 
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Memorandum 

TO :SAC MEMPHIS 
' 

DATE: 4-11-68 

FROM :SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) - p -

SUBJECT: MURK.IN; ', 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

'5010-108 

( 00: MEMPHIS) 

Re Springfield teletype to the Director, Memphis 
and other offices dated 4-7-68. 

Enclosed for Memphis ~re 9 copies of an FD-3O2 
'reflecting interview of suspect·BILLY RAY KING at Rock 
Island, Illinois. · 

On 4-7-68, Detective Sergeants JOHN COLEMAN and 
ROY WEST, Rock Island Police Department, advised an anonymous 
teleph~ne call was received at the Police Department that a 
white rtiale wearing gold colore·ct clothing was at the Ft~ 
Armstrong Hotel in Rock Island, Illinois, either had a 
gun or guns or made statements that he had killed someone 
or that he had been in Memphis, Tennessee, when MARTIN 
LUTHER KING was killed. The voice was very muffled and 
the exact comments could not be distinguished. 

Both proceed~~ ~{the Hotel where they imme~mately 
located BILLY RAY KING;to~ they checked for a gun. In 
subsequent conversation~ they determined that KING came 
from Louisiana and spokJ very bitterly of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING. He stated he got what he deserved and when asked 
if he had killed him, this person responded that even if 
he had he wouldn't tell them. They decided to take him 
to the Police Department for further investigation. 

Photographs were obtained and major case prints 
were obtained.· The major case prints were mailed directly 
to the Latent Fingerprint Section and photographs directly 
to the Memphis Div is ion. · g .. o, . /J/y; /J. j 

'"' 1'~ 1¥ -1911-~ If;; (7{ / 
0 rr-

~- Memphis (Enc. ~n.V\ 9) j StAKCHEO JNDEX£D..;;i2 / 
~ ~ . c;:tQl~ll"'"PRhl·--sf:U1E096n,8.. I 2 - Springfield (44-561) 

RAW:ras 
(4) ttil-MEM~Hlf ( 

l
DATE F.ILE STRIPPED~ 
INITIALS t:o,C 
IE.: BU AIRTEL DTO 11/3/86 

Buy U.S. Savings Brmds Regularly on the Payrott Savings Plan 
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