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" 014 Wacon Rodd, sonrvux-, nessee. An individual,
identified am and his wilh, who approximstely.
twelve yohrs Ago ran Store in Somerville, Temnessee,

and thereafter left to live in New Orleans, louisiana, or that
vicinity. He stated this individual operates an sll-night ,
truck stop in Louisiana at the junction of Route 11 and Route
80. He further stated this tadividnn has houn trullrn -on
‘the property. -

: : !n-suzoemsumhuuuogotwso:tnemrtoi
shake bands with MC FEAREN and atated they weie '"gind to see

“* him', MC FERREN stated thepskshed him questioned cmcornm

1] iumry for thet day and he told thon e wms gom to
I-nphh at smmintoly 4:00 p.m. .

‘ MC FERREN at‘t«l that mm ukﬁ mtlng
on & 108 of weight?' and then asked 1if the rand uhm
- Powers Store Road still cime out ing$o Oid Maecon Road. MC FERREN =
advised he “dcted dumb ' and after s while POWENS left. POWERS

" told NC FEREEN b wam - "18aving tonight or Somorrow wight':

 (Aprsl 18 = 19; 1968).  NC FERREW advised that POWERS did not
threaten him in any ny and he was very suspicious and conmected -
#its incident with the Selap onll at L & L Produce C ny

" bechuse the “white san shock my band". - According %o MC

: 'nhmmmtervhuomtomn‘ buekm'- hlm xn . .
‘ ~humtotth.couutry _

; . MC FEURNM -hud be can hu vhu imvuul.- are . y
';mrn‘mm‘hﬂﬂﬂuyt!mmtumumm ;
~ ‘people who appeared very mumuunmm,inn«mu. T
were & threat to hsu foasmich as they stared at him And scted fnnuy"
He advised he always looks #% individusis €0 ses whether or not
they are wearing shoulder holsters or sidearms or "45's” in their
back peckets.: NC FERREN mtthathlthun MMM; :
.m0 that e will nod | a m-c u-s M i muty LA

'-"_»iu sctutlly very smart. .. -'_ | e .

R rm:u ws ahm ciz ﬂwtom»l, ﬂ.vc oz vbtch n,ni o
_ rlndun photographs of individunls who have been arremted in -

. warious parts of the country in the past. These photographe are

 -of NORMAN JAMES BURHRRT, FOLSE: BERYAUT, JR., JOSKPH FRANK
© ARNGNE, RONALD FPRAMCIS BCOTT, mumuumm_
' RAY, alsc known 88 ERIC SPANSO GALE, - NC FRRRKN immedistely

 eliminnted the phosographs of RAY, PATREN, and aom and looked’

-elmly at thc Shree mtnm photompm. -hud tint the
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. photograph of BURHERT looked like the unknown individual he
- had’seen inthe Farmers Market in the late fall or early

o winter but stated he may be. "tou short",

MO FERUNE FERREN did not desire “to furniah 2 ﬁigned

“statement vegarding this individual dating he 'did not want -

 “to get him in trouble” if this should be the wropg person.

- dndividual picked out by MC FREREN was bern
- i8 5'67 tall, weighs 152 pounds, medium buill '
‘brown eyes,; and was last knewn tn be residing in New crleans,
Touilsiana, )

- MC FERREN noted certain similarities in this photograph, -

namely; the hair style was the same, he had the same "jungle

‘. rot” on his neck,and the profile was similay to that of the se

sketch by the Commereial ‘Appéal artist. in the newspager.-. The

MC FERREN was shown a- pha%agraph of JAMES FARL RAY, ,_" N

] a1so known As ERIC STARNO GALT, who was identified to- MC FERREN
as being the 1nﬁividua1 wanged by the FBI for the murder of Br. ‘

KING. At this point, MC FERREN took: fhe photograph of RAY -

~ ‘and intimated this’ individiial, foo, resembled the man he saw "“ﬁ;« @
ER - the-ﬁarmeps Market in late fall or early winier, 1967.. -He . . |
7, stated, -“Now. Ist 8 he honést, the hair i8 combed the same vay =
" ‘and there was sone similaxity in the individual he was attemp%ing
“ to desepibe . MC FERREN was remindéd that he had positively: SR
";“aliminateﬂ RAY on thraa oeeaaiona and he thereaiﬁér stated he Just -
- *was nat snre e e S ,«__._“ LTI s

[ Bur;ng the interview wath mc Esanmm, an. individual who

_rﬁ@as khawn to be 4 "Times' Magazine reporter was. ﬁaking phutographs o
of Agents interviewing MC FERREN and during the. interview it was

£¢1t that fhe distraction caused by this "Times" Magazine reported

- necessitated movipg MC FERREN to 4 more secluded spot so that an
;;,effective and penetraﬁing interview with hxm ceuld bg accamplished.g'

' R@ce l T ',;Negrb
cgex - . ‘

c DeBCL.

- RPOB
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Height

Weight -

Hair

Eyes .
Complefion
Social Security #
Occupation -

5"9‘1
178
Black
Gray-

~ S8tore, Somerville, Tennessee.

Light brown e o
.;wopriekor of McFerren's Grocery
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Dcne 2/11/69

- Rev JAMES M LAWSON{ JR., Pas‘tor, Centenary Methodlst
,nghuroh, 584 East McLemore: Avenue, Memphs Tennessee, advised that"
.. he. has 'no, actual ‘evidence of a. .conspiracy in the. murder of Dr., .

 MARTIN LUTHER KING,Ahowever, ‘hé feels ‘that c¢ertain occurrences

h f”around the tlme of the murder may have some sivnlflcance

SRR Rev. LAWSON sald that on about Aprll 2 or Apr11.3
j{;1968 a Negro flreman, FLOYD B NEWSUM was. transferred from
-~ the.firestation near the’ Lorralne Motel to. another statlon
“that was: already fully manned, . He also ‘said.that another

. Negro-fireman, ‘hame unknown, was transferred from that: same S
.. ‘station: to. another station‘on eithey, Tuesday: or Wednesday nlght
.. before:KING was murdered. on- Thursday afternoon.; ‘He 'said this
. second fireman was transferred -in the*mlddle of his Shlft andi
i was transferred "out of rotatlon"

L e When a flreman 1s a531gned to a plece of equzpment

w7 he remalns in that assignment until all the:men’ already ass1gned
7 “%o.it have been. transferredg, In- other words, the 1ast man

:,_a551gned315 the 1ast man transferred

L

R '9%Rev LAWSON stated also. that & Negro pollce offlcer
gDetectlve E, E REDDITT, who “had -been’ a551gned ‘to *the’ same
A,If1re statlon to provide protectlon for: Dr,- KING, had been
~1”removed from the stat;on sometlme prlor to the murders

L 'ﬂiiRev. LAWSON sﬁmed he has made no. attempt to verlfy
'g';any of thls 1ﬁformat10n except for h1s 1nterv1ew w1th FLOYD
R NEWSUM N

s

2/11/69 ﬁé' Memphlsm Tennesseej

4 SA JOE c. HESTER &f. %V e
SA ROBERT F BOYLE JCH: CJS ;J R Date dictated.

‘us document conioms ne.thet recommendahons nor. conclusnons of I'he FBI lt JS the. property of 'he FBI ond |s loaned 1o your ogency
R °‘ K:!s comenis ore no' 1o be d“ish'ibu!ed oulsrde your agency!
3 B ‘

L

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64}
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Bev,. JAsm-s M. msm%g-l By ms%r, cenmnwry sze:x;tmﬁst

her has ne aofuidll evidence of a mnspi’faﬁy iy the murder-&f L.
ER EING; howevew, he feels that certwin meumam
. m:ma tha tm of the murder =y have some smiﬂ«zm;w. e },f

S ~ Rey. msxm sadd m*k on, #bawt: Azfr:ll 2 or ayri.l 3
o z@ss, & ﬁem tivemin, FLOYD E: NEWSUHM, was trinsterred éwm
. the firvestation near the lorrzine mm to snother station .. .
,.%ix‘afb was alyesdy fully manped. He Rlso said {8t another .

) o Tirenss pagie unknown, ¥as transferced frem that sime

- simtion to &nezﬁker station on elihér Tuesdey ar Wednésday: uigm: ,
' befors KING yas murdered on Thursdey afternvon, He said thig -

;a¢cond firéman wis ftransforied in the m&le e’:’. m.a ahift and
._mz mmwm “tm % ¢ rﬁtattgn" Lo

RW. MW ﬁpﬂ:&iﬁeﬂ "tmt &f ra‘&ﬁ«tim" as ftbl’,lm
When & £ ‘mass‘eﬁ%oapimaaiaqnfismm

,.»lm mmina m*&:&f&' ags&gmt unt
19 it have Peen trénsferred. In other mnds, fene ms% m

L assigned im the last nan iﬂnﬁfasmé. _ SR
Bev, LAWSON stwped alse that 2 Negre gonm afﬁeaz, s

Be*kefcﬁvs Eg# B, REDPYIT, who had been assigned to the same
fire station to pravide protection for Dr. KRG, hod beem

PN remaved from the station sémstiug prior to the murder,

| Rev, LAWSON efited he has mide mo atbempt fo veae:ify

o ﬁ%ﬁ% of -&m xﬁfepmt‘im exmpt for fxfirs interv;tew nﬁﬁﬁ m

MY{. g

smore Avenue; kmpih Tenuesses, advised éthai:

41 21l ‘the sisn alveady migﬁed o

i7',2.5*4& @.mm& S ﬁ% | a
s&%

Py mgm,m . baredid ',ed aa*/n/sa

7‘.‘Th;s documeﬁf conloms nenher recommenduhons nor conc!us ions of lhe FB! lr is 1F|e prope
it and its conlents aré. nol to he dnslnbufed oufsude your ogency - S

- l

“i'ihe Bl ond |s Iooned o your agency

N T ha
N .
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