FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘

FBI
Date: 4/23/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

(Priority)

-

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775)

RE: Memphis airtel 4/17/68/

RE: RONALD WILLARD SPIVEY |

Personnel at MPRC, SLMO, this dated advised unable
to locate service record for SPIVEY in absence of date and
place of birth or serial number,

@- Memphis
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AIRTEL

‘4nxnscwon, PBI (45-38861)
SAC, Jacxsonvzazn (uu 7593 (P)

. MURKIN
'CIVIL RIGHTS

Re Bureau alrtel . u/za/ss adviling zétter .,
addressed to the Attorney General from CHARLES STANSPIELD
indicates he has infbrnation conaerning the death of E“”

| | S0 037
On 4/2%/68, Mr. CHARLES W. STANSFIELD JR.,

172-8 Beittian Drive, Tallahassee, advised that about

vletim.

2 a.m., Sunday, April 7, an elderly man came into
Prisch'a Restaurant, 1775 West Tennessee Street, in an
obvicusly drunk conéition. ‘This man began naking overtures
to the young waitress handling the counter and in the = .
course of the conversation with her mentioned he had
a cartridge case in his back pooket. STANSFIELD stated
. he had just finighed work at Frisch's and wae sitting
. at the counter next to the elderly gentleman. He,
- STANSFIELD, observed the cartridge case and believed it
to be a case containing a .38 caliber revolver shells.
STANSTIELD stated the man mede atteampts to conceal this
case from his view and this made him suspicious. The
man also said to the waitress something to the effect that
‘25 bullet from this case killed a man the night beforc :
lant."

STANSFIELD advibod that when the man got up to
leave, he bumped intc Mr. GEO ATES, a widk®-known
local businessnan who' is curreﬁ!ly running . for Leon C untéf 41;

—

- Bureau = _ -  ‘ 2k f
@ Memphis o "SEARCHED NSS)‘ED
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:-;CGmmilsionir; it appcnrad to STANSPIELD that. YATES
© knew: thc.nan.bocauao tho two cngusud in a briot '
'.ccnvcrautibn - .

I SIAHSPIBLD adv!acd that the man was about so

years 01d, 166 lbs., thin build, thinning hair. He
stated that thia individual looks noRhing at all like

" pietures he has seen recently of JAMES EARL RAY. STANSFIELD
sald he would mot have written to the Department, but since
;‘thcr‘ ware no conarete facts dcvnlopnd ae to suspects at
“that time, he dncidod thax woald rnport this auspicions

e incident.

unslu. nr. mmt YAm, 501 unt Bmvu-d

“‘=;Strc¢t, Tulluh-ntoo. advised he was in Frisch's about

2 a.mi, Appil 7. He pemembers a man saying to him as he
 entered that ths plade was cloped but he did not know the
5 "individsal and eannot {dentif hin‘_ YATES stated that he
~“and his wife stopped In Frisuh's for.aoffee that pight
- afver tttnndiag a dance sponsored by the Leon Codnty .
Sheriff's Office and that there was practically no one .
in the place when he srrived. He did not see or converse

g v;3w£th aay "friends. of his on thnt eeeasien

A!ﬁED AHB BARGEROUS
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April 23, 1968 -

- 8AC, Jacksonville
. Director, FBI (44-38861) .

. The civu Mqht- mvinaa o.‘. thc '
hu !omrdod . of a letter sddressed to: rney
General dated 4/7/68, from Charles Stansfield,UJr., 172-8

Prittian Drive, Tallahassed, FISPTOW-BCEKsTleld indicates

_he has Momtiou eonmninq tho Mbh of the victim.

I—odimly interview ltun-ﬂ.om for any infor-

| :t.:on he may have in his pouonion m set out appropriate
8.
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Memphis, Tennessee
April 23, 1968

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Federal Office Building
Memphis, Tennessee

Gentlemen:

The following is offered in a spirit of helpfulness, for what it
may be worth in your investigation into the death of Dr. Martin Luther

King, dJr.

I have heard that a house on Goodbar Avenue, third house from the cormer
north side of the street, east of Cleveland Street, its interior and out-
buildings may prove interesting. I have been told the house has been
shrouded in mystery for years. The owner and occupant orders guns and
ammunition from out of the city. These shipments are at times left by
those delivery men at a neighbor's house for the owner to pick up.

The occupant of this house receives mail from the John Birch Society,
the small magazine, left by the postman at the wrong address. He drives
a white automobile with radio antenna. On the evening of Dr. King's
death this man was seen leaving the front of his house in the white car,
at high speed, going north on Cleveland, between 6:00 and 6:30 o'clock.

This man leads a hermit-like existence. He has pack rat habits of buying
and storing many and garied articles, to no apprent purpose, in the house.
Neighboring women have planted shrubs to shield the view of the ill-kept
premises from the street. From reports, he has defied every friendly
advance with regard to suggestions and cooperation for a neat home.

The guns are the main concern, though the strange ways contribute to the
opinion this is not a healthy situation.

Not signed

et P~ Bub E 433

DLARCTLL i.‘IUEI(tD al
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Federal Bureau of Investigation

Federal Office Building

Memphis, Tennessee
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FBI MEMPHIS

FBI ST LOUIS

826PM WRGENT 4-24-68 JHH

TO:  DIRECTOR MEMPHIS SPRINGFIELD
FROM: ST. LOUIS (44-775)

MURKIN
RE BUTEL TO E?OVE OFFICES THIS DATE.

D
RE 5AM RATLIFF, LOCATED ELSBERRY, MO,

THE ONLY THRAE COUSINS HZ KNOWS OF IN THE ELSBERRY ABEA |.,b*"325%p3

ARE GUY RAY,D0pERATOR OF THE R AND 3 QUARRY, EARL RAY,”~”
— D
SUPERINTENDENT OF THE ELSBERRY DRAINAGE DISTRICT AND LEO RAY,
RETIRED MECHANIC. HE HAS NO INFORMATION THAT THESE PEOPLE ARE
_ HIS FAMILY OR ANY RELATION TO THE SUBJECT.
 RATLIFF'S PERMANENT ADDRESS IS ROUTE THREE BOX TWG SEVEN SEVEN
BUTLER, 0. - | |
CHIEF OF POLICE JOHN W STEWARD ELSBERRY, M0., AND SHERIFF
IRL ELLIOTT TROY, M0., BOTH ADVISED THAT GUY, EARL AND LEO RAY
ALL OF ELSBERRY, M0., HAVE GOOD REPUTATIONS AND NO INDICATIONS
- SUBJECT IN THE AREA. |
END.
1sJ
FBI MEMPHIS
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CEFBI MEMPHIS

FBI BIRMGHAM

11217 AN URGENT 4-24-68 CEB
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), MEMPHIS (44-1987) AND JACKSONVILLE
FROM BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (P)

MURKIN. CR. 00: MEMPHIS.

RE JACKSONVILLE TEL, APRIL TWENTYTHREE, LAST.

Jo 3¢ LOFTINS VICE PRESIDEWNT, AAA PLUMBING AND‘POTTERY CORPORA~-

TION,_EXSESE;:-KEKBAMA, ADVISED TODAY ALL OF THEIR TRUCKS ENCLOSED
VAN TYPE AND HAVE GERBER STENCILED ON SIDE. THESE TRUCKS ARE NOT
GHC BUT WHITE TRUCKS. NO OTHER AAA COMPANY LOCATED GADSDEN, AL ABANA.
END

MCP

FBI MEMPHIS -4é$£;4zé/
/Q :
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TELETYPR URGENT

Y0: DIRECTOR, ¥BI, WFO, AND I0S ANGELES
FROM: NEW ORLEANS (157-10673)

MURKIN

RE SCOTT NORDAL (LOOK-ALIKE).

RE NEW ORLEANS LETTERS TO BUREAU, ATTENTION FBI 1AB.,
APRIL TWENTYTWO, SIXTYEIGHT. /
EXANINATION OF ALL TIME CARDS, CO "OF TWO SISTERS

RESTAURANT, FRENCH QUARTER, NEW O s ON APRIL TWENTYTHREE,

i

SIXTYEIGHT, SHOWS THAT SCOTT NORDAL WORKED FROM TEN THIRTYFIVE
AM TO TEX FIFTYONE P ON MARCH rwxinnm, SIXTYEIGHT, AND ON

MARCH THIRTY, SIXTYRIGHT, WORKED FROM TEN THIRTYFIVE AM UNTIL

TWELVE ZERO FIVE AM ON APRIL ONE, SIXTYEIGHT. NORDAL DID NOT

WORK ON APRIL THREE, SIXTYEIGHT, AND ON APRIL FOUR, SIXTYEIGHT

WORKED FROM TEN FORTYSIX AKX TO TWO THIRTY PM AND FROX FOUR

FORTYFOUR PX TO TEN PM THAT KVENING. NORDAL CALLED IN SICK

DURING THE AM OF APRIL FIVE, AND WORKED ON APRIL FIVE, SIXTYEIGHT,

FRON FOUR THIRTYEIGHT PX TO TEN THIRTY PM.

MANAGEMENT OF COURT OF TWO SISTERS ADVISED NOT FOSSIBLE FOR

ot IS by

TED:nja | SEAKCHED NDEXED,
(2) SERIALIZED FLED_ 4

e

APR24 1968

FBI— MEMPHIS A ‘/
V4 |
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PAGE TWO
O 157-10673

 ANYONE TO PUNCH IN FOR NORDAL. EMPLOYEES OF COURT OF TWO SISTERS
‘ADVISED THAT NORDAL'S LEFT XYE VAS CROOKED AXD POINTED INWARD '
AND THAT NORDAL DID NOT CIOSELY RESEMBLX THE PHOTO OF SUSPECT

' ATRMAIL COPY TO MRMPHIS.
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DIRECTOR, FBI
ATTH: ¥BI LAB

%iC, NXV ORLEANS (157-10473)

MORKIN i
Re: SOOIT NORDAL /(LOOKALIKE)

Transmitted under seéparate cover is one kage
containing the contents from an ash tray. This tray was
-found in the reom lecated at 623 Royal St., New Orl
which was occupied by a man known as SCOIT NO
until 4/17/68. ~—

The Burm u mnut«l to compare this specimen
with any appropriate physical evidence submitted in the
captioned matter.

3 « Bureau
Q hehcc; (RM) (IISD)
= Nemphis (Info
~ New Orleans
_.Nl/.ilc
(s)
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SERIALIZED ,_gg ,/2 f
APR24 1968
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ATTR: LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

_BAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673)

-

Re: SCOTT NORDAL (momxn)

The following )tcu are bcin' transmitted under
u’arntc cover:

1) P!nu of shirt box (blue outuido)

2) One piece shirt board

- 3) Paper back beck "The Green Pelt Jungle?
~ 4) Empty carton of DeWitt's pills

.§) Natchbook cover frem the Court of Twe Sisiers
6) Clear glass ash trn{ . ’
‘One can Riss Claire
8) Road map City of New Orleans

. - A1l of the abovs items were found in a room eccu-
pied by one SCOTT NORDALL at 623 Royal St., New Orleans,
until 4/17/68. These items should be examined for latent
ﬁ.nnr ints and any specific information developed should

, co-purod with fingerprints of Jilll EARL ll! and WALTER
TERRY RIFE, FBI #455 8766, | |

# _ 3 ’
3 -~ Bureau ‘ |
€1 - Package) (RM) (AMSD)

Newphis (Infe) Y- /287 4—2{’& -644p)

- New Orleans
m/,:-o ‘ SEARCHED ——___INDEXED

) ' , SERIALIZED 4 _Fi

APR24 1968

FBI—MEMPHIS

WEY

/-
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'DIRECTOR, ¥BI | /
(ATTN: ¥BI 1AB) | '

SAC, NEV ORLEANS (157-10673)

NURKIN
- Re: SCOIT IORDAL (LOOKALIKE)
(__—_____-——"

| " The folldWing items are beingusubitted under
separate cover: : e

1) Copy of application blank dated 3/24/68 for
individual knowa as SCOTT NORDAL for employment.

: 2) One piece white paper approxinately 2 hy 4.°

Item 1 was cbtained from the Court of Two Sisters,
New Orleans, vhere NORDAL worked as a waiter through 4/13/68
- and picked up his fimal pay check on 4/15/68.

Item number 2 was obtained from the room he occupied
at 623 Royal St, until 4/17/68,

. The Bureau is requested to examine both specimens
for latent fingerpriats and to coaduct handwriting comparisons.
Any evidence developesd should be compared with the fingerprints
and handwriting of JANES EARL RAY and WALTER TERRY RIFE,

FBI number 455 8768. Advise Memphis and New Orleans of
results.

The Court of Two Sisters have requested that item
1 be returned to them wvhen comparison complete.

3 - Bureau

1 - Pae -(AMSD
-‘mu"&:}o)(“) ) KA LG Bres- - 626
3 - New Orleans SEARCHED NDEXED_ 4 __ |
g/ju SERIALIZED, ILED.
| | APR24 1968 '
FBI— MEMPHIS /
el
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-~22-64) .

FBI
Date: 4/25/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priority)

SAC, MEMPHIS
FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)

MURKIN

Re New Orleans teletype fo Jackson, 4/22/68, with
airmail copy to Memphis, &AE'E- LA

Re: MICHAEL WHEAT/look alike.

Miss JOYCE BENNETT, Credit Bureau of Picayune,
Miss., advised SA LEON ROSS GRABEN on 4/23/68, that she
personally knows MICHAEL WHEAT, whose mother MAUDE WHEAT
lives at 120 S. Gray Avenue, Picayune, Miss, She said that
WHEAT, whose full napge is LEDERE MICHAEL WHEAT went to school
with her. She said/he bears some resemblance to photographs
of JAMES EARL RAY in size and characteristics but she does
not think the resemblance is close. He is a life time
resident of Picayune, Credit Bureau files reflect that in
July, 1967, he had been employed for about four months by
the 0.D.E., Company, New Orleans, Louisiana,

@-Memphis SEARCHED. orvnrrenl -
1-New Orleans ﬁm““?:éﬁi(eégg
i i—J - (:; P )
2-J7ckson h — MEMPHIS
JIF/wgj

(5)

Approved: Qy Sent
S lél Agent in Charge
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4/22/68

& éd;:j o nxnscwon, ¥oI cuaxn) 'AND sac. “Louxs ¢44~775)
"’rnou: f  sac, srnxnarxnnn (44—551) &
E unnxxu.. “
. RE JAMES nxvxn naznxr */7

Aﬁ‘ffjnxunrxn APRILJ&H!HT! onE, uxunrzxu sxgry xxear. |
S '-srnxucrzzzn nxvxs:ou ‘HOT IN possnssxou or Anr Iuronuamxou
"{fcouczax:ua na:nny, HIS FAMILY, OR THE noorussn AREA OF MISSOURI. ,“'
'f" corxxs uaxnxa MEMPHIS AND xnnsns cxmz s

1 - 89313111¢14 (“"351) LLOE T | “saﬂruf:(”.“\a?uﬂo 4 ié é"?/

', <ii9 Bureau (44-38861) (AM) . SERIALZEY i

Memphis (44-1987) (aM) ° P
Kansas City (44-760) (Au) ' - | B
W-u "y . . - —LEWERIS
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