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FBI MEMPHIS

FBI JKSN MISS
555PM URGENT 4-25-63 JKK

TO DIRECTOR AND MNEMPHIS
FROM JACKSON (157-9586)
MURKIN

RE BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL THIS DATE REGARDING INFORMATION
RECEIVED BY ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE FROM DOROTHY D. COTTOI

|-

SCLC, b o
REVEREND L. P. PONDER,-SIX ZERO ONE OWEN STREET, COLUMBIA,

MISSISSIPPI, ADVISED HE WAS NOT IN POSSESSION OF INFORMATION o
POSSIBLY CONCERNING JAMES EARL RAY. HE STATED HERKLEY ALFORD://///

L — w)

ROUTE TWO, FOXWORTH, MISSISSIPPI, WAS SOURCE OF INFORMATION.
HERKLEY ALFORD ADVISED HIS SISTER-IN-LAW, GUSSIE MINGOj? 4,///

WORKS FOR MRS. M.D. SCHWARZAUER AND HAD OVERHEARD MRS.

SCHWARZAUER COMMENT AFTER SEEING PIQ?URE OF RAY ON T.Ve THAT
HE WAS PERSON TO WHOM SHE HAD RENTED AN APARTMENT IN COLUNMBIA,

MISSISSIPPI.

MRS, M;D._SCHWARZAUER WHO RESIDES AT ROUTE TWO, FOXWORTH,

MISSISSIPPI, WAS LOCATED IN POPLARVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, WHERE SHE

ENU PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO
ADVISED AFTER VIEWING PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY THAT HE WAS NOT IDENTICAL

WITH PERSON TO WHOM SHE RENTED APARTMENT. SCHWARZAUER STATED

THAT IN OCTOBER, SIXTYSEVEN, SHE RENTED A TWO-ROOM APARTMENT
AT SIX ZERO SIX CHURCH STREET, COLUMBIA, MISSISSIPPI, TO A

YOUNG MAN WHO GAVE HIS NAME AS EARL WILLIAM RAY. THIS
 INDIVIDUAL ADVISED HER THAT HE WAS GETTING MARRIED AND WOULD
BRING HIS WIFE TC LIVE IN THE APARTMENT WITH HIM. EARL WILLIAN

RAY WAS A YOUNG MAN, - SCHWARZAUER RELATED RAY ONLY OCCUPIED THE
APARTMENT FOR ONE NIGHT AND THEN LEFT. SHE STATED RAY WAS UNKNOWN

TO HER AND THAT SHE HAS NOT SEEN HIM SINCE OCTOBER, SIXTY SEVEN,

WHEN HE RENTED THE APARTMENT., SCHWARZAUER STATED THAT UPON
SEEING PHOTOGRAPH OF JAMES EARL RAY ON T. V. IN PRESENCE OF HER SISTER

AND HER MAID, GUSSIE MINGO, SHE JOKINGLY REMARKED THAT THIS MUST BE
, » i
THE INDIVIDUAL TO WHOM SHE RENTED HER APARTMENT. SCHWARZAUER STATED

THAT THE INDIVIDUAL WHO RENTED HER APARTMENT BEARS NG RESEMBLANCE

TO JAMES EARL RAY AND IS NOT SAME PERSON. SHE STATED THAT SINCE
APARTMENT WAS VACATED BY EARL WILLIAM RAY, SHE HAS HAD IT COMPLETELY
REDECORATED THROUGHOUT. o

EARL WILLIAM RAY UNKNOWN TO COLUMBIA POLICE DEPARTMENT

AND NMARION COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE.
END
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TELETYPE = URGENT

70: DIRECTOR (44-38861) AXD
SAC RICHKNOND («-457)

FROM: S8AC DALIAS (44-2649)(2 P)

MURKIN, 0O MEMPHIS.

RE CHICAGO TEL TO BUREAU INSTANT DATE.

IT 18 NOTED DALIAS IB NOT AS YET IN RECEIPT OF CKICAGO
TEL TO BURRAU, AM COPY T0 DALLAS, APRIL TWENTYFIVE 1ASY,

RE: THREATS TO MARTIN LUTHER KING.

TODAY A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, WHO HAS FURNISNED RELIABLE

INFO IN PAST, ADVISED THAT JOHN MEDIZER IS NOT IX CONTACT VITH
ANY ANP MENBXRS IN DALLAS AS FAR AS NE KNOWS, IT IS NOTED BOURCK
ALSO FURNISHED INFO CONCERNING ANP CONFERENCE AT NICHOLASVILLE, -
KEWTUCKY, APRIL EIGRTEEN LAST, RE TOTAL REORGANIZATION ANP AND
PACT THAT STORN TEOOPER LIKUTENANT ALVIS GRAY 8 wIrE,
DOTMA, ARE NOW RESIDING PERNANENTLY ON AMP PROPERTY, mmm.

VIRGINIA, GRAY AND WIFE ARE LIVING IN ANP CAMPER-TRUCK. e
DALLAS CONTINUING INVESTIGATION TO LOCATE INFO RE WEEREABOUTS

MEDIZER,
P «~ Nemphis (u-lm)iu)
1 - Atlants (44-3386)(AN)
1 - Chicage (44-1114)(AN)
2 - Dallas (1 - 44-2649)
20 ‘1 ol lﬂ-lﬂlﬂ)ﬂm) APR 2
- JWA/3e  epl— MENPHIS

W G [oaghe 2
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DL 44-2649
| RICHNOMD, AY SPOTSYLVANIA, LOCATE AXD INTSRYIEW ALVIS
mrummmnMAnxmuvmmmxm. ;
. weevuns, ;mm. AXD CHICAGO | umm A, '
MAmmms 2
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FBI MEMPHIS

F3I CHICACO
553PM URGENT 5-2=68 RNF
TO DIRECTOR /44-383861/ MEMPHIS /44-1987/ DALLAS /44-2649/ SP.RINGFIELD

/44-581/

FRON CHICAGO /44-1114/ N
U

v
tof"())

/b/w

MURKIN 00: MEMPHIS

RE THREATS TO MARTIN/LUTHER KING, JR.

RE JOHN C. MEDIZER

RE CHICAGO TEL, APRIL/TWENTY FIVE, SIXTY EIGHT TO DIRECTOR, AM
COPIES TO DALLAS, SPRINGFIELD; CHICAGO TEL, APRIL TWENTY SIX,
SIXTY EIGHKT, TO DIRECTQR AND DALLAS. 2
VINCENT BURNELL,; ROPBF%?&%léb&%khY, CHICAGO, MEDIZER'S FORMER
EMPLOYER, HAS ALS £D MEDIZER ATTENDED ST. JOHN'S GRAMMAR AND
HIGH SCHOOL AT WEST FRANKFORT, ILLINOIS, AND THIS IS PROBABLY HOME
AREA, ALTHOUGH COMPANY RECORDS DO NOT LIST ANY RELATIVES. NEDIZER
HAD INDICATED TO BURNELL HE HAD STUDLED FOR PRIESTHOOD, PLACE UNKNOWN.
FOR INFO DALLAS, COMPANY RECORDS ALSO SHOWED TEXAS MONOPLATE,
TWO THOUSAND S. ERVOY, DALLAS, AS FORMER EMPLOYER OF HZDIZER.
SPRINGFIELD AT WEST FRANKFORT CONDUCT INVESTIGATION RE MEDIZER'S
PRESENT LOCATION IN ORDER THAT INTERVIEW MAY BE CONDUCTED RE ANY

POSSIBLE INVOLVEMENT MURKIN AND SUTEL LEADS. (LSS Arks

o _ SEARCHED ..o NOER L 4

DALLAS HANDLE EMPLOYMENT. suszmsqé.......mruso..,...,ﬁ?
' 4 o 10}68

N FBI —MEMPHIS

TEIVLRY TN
A 1)

64%/~//§3/3’-)4Z¢JQér;iéééaQ§J

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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TO DIRECTOR, FBI (MAIL)
SAC CHICAGO .
SAC DALLAS

FROM SAC SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

- MURKIN; THREATS TO MART

rnmmrr MEDIZER'S NOTHER, mm:mc.m

Bureau )

Nemphis (AX) .

éiclnmscxt (aM) L~ [ //M! éé&"\/)
1l - ﬂpriu!i.la (44-.581) SEARCHED ___ INDEXED
CBGisnj/blw : SERIALIZED/Q__FILED
@ - ' MAY - 6 1968

FBI— MEMPHIS

I”'![‘)’ g,
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BILL DAVIBONN, eomid voush fer Sis whereshouts from 4/1 te 13/48.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DL ¢4-3049

-wmtmuamxmww
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URGERT
TO SAC CHICAGO .(;M/Wg/
FROM DIRECTOR ¥BI (44-38861) Z-
- 7
mmmxsmmn/fnm‘mrnm
BY AIRTEL MARCH THIRTYONE, '

ALLEGED THAT OME JOSEPH JOHN GAFFNEY CLAIMED TO BE A

MINUTEMAN, HAD REPORTEILY STATED HE WAS PART OF A SABOTAGE

mmmm'amsmmnwxm. GAYFNEY WAS

INTRRVIEWED AND DEMIED MEMBERSHIP OR ASBOCIATION WITH

MINUTEMEN. mmmmmommg ELGIN,

ILLINOIS, REPORTEDLY IN THE USMC, AT THAT TIME, WAS BELIEVED

TO BE A MINUTEMAN AS BRETTMAN HAD GIVEN HIM LITERATURE. NO

THREATS WERE REVORTEDLY MADE BY BRETTMAN. |

, ALTHOUGH SUBJECT RAY HAS BERN IDENTIFIED AS THE ASSAILANT, - - -

YOU SHOULD CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE IF ANY OF THE :

ABOVE MIGHT BRE IMPLICATED AS A CONSPIRATCR.
AIRMAIL COPIES TO MEMPHIS.
AEMED AND DANGERCUS,

Sbf =19 PY b E- |
- mowms S A - )

Yoo AAeD
APR & 71368
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F

FsI MENMPHIS ‘

FBI CHICAGO |
1103AM URGENT 5/2/68 EOM

T0 DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND MENPHIS (44-1987)
FROM CHICAGO (44-1114) 1P

MURKIN .

RE THREATS TC MART}A\I UTHER KING, JR.
RE "TONY DEXTER."V AS BUREAU AWARE, SYDNEY FINLEY, NAACP,

CHICAGO, ON NOVEMBER THREE, SIXTYSIX, INFORMED FBI, CHICAGO, HE

HAD RECEIVED ANONYNOUS CALL THAT "TONY DEXTER,"” AN "EMPLOYEE OF
THE CITY OF CHICAGO WORKING FGR CITY OF CHICAGO ASPHALT CONPANY,™
WAS AVARE OF INDIVIDUAL OFFERING TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR
ASSASSINATION OF KING.

INVESTIGATION HAS DISCLOSED CITY OF CHICAGO HAS NOT
EMPLOYED ANYONE WITH LAST NAME DEXTER AND CHECKING OF POSSIBLE
ASPHALT COMPANIES HAS BEEN COMPLETELY NEGATIVE. LOGICAL SOURCES,
INCLUDING CREDIT AND POLICE GHECKS TOTALLY NEGATIVE. FBI FILES,
CHICAGO, NEGATIVE. LOGICAL UNION RECORDS NEGATIVE, INCLUDING
WUNICIPAL AND ASPHALT LOCALS. CHICAGO PARK DISTRICT NEGATIVE.

~ IN VIEW OF ANONYMITY OF ALLEGATION, LACK OF REAL SUBSTANCE,

AND NEGATIVENESS OF INQUIRY, CHICAGO ELIMINATING "TONY DEXTER"
FROM FURTHER MURKIN INVESTIGATION, UAC3.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

SEARCHED
SERIALIZED, ..

FBI MEMPHIS -~ 71988
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FD-36 (Rev., 5-22-64) ‘ ‘

> -
-

FBI
Date: ppps1 29, 1968

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT

S R R

(Priority)
&m Iglxmgu-ssssl)
BAC, BEATTLE (44-371)
MURKIN. o
RE NEW YORK TEL APRIL TWENTYFIVE LAST, WHICH SETS FORTH
MAILING LIST OF WILSEIRE BOOK COMPANY FOR BIXTYSIX, SIXTYSEVEN,
AND SIXTYEIGHT, CONBISTING OF APPROXIMATELY THIRTY THOUSAND
NAMES FURNISHED ON APRIL TWENTYFOUR LAST BY BERNARD LANDE,
PRESIDENT, RESEARCH PROJECTS COMPANY, LYFEROOK, NEW YORK.
INCLUDED WAB THE NAME B. J. RAY] fHREE TWO SEVEN FIRST
AVENUE RAST, PACIPIC, WASHINGTON (nm%?'w °r*
INVESTIGATION PACIFIC, WASHINGTON RRFLECTS GERALD D. RAY
RESIDRD THRER TWO SEVEN FIRST AVENUR EAST, PACIFIC, WASHINGTON
UNTIL APPROXIMATELY ONE MONTH AGO WHEN HE REPORTEDLY WAS TRANS-
FERRED BY THE BOEING COMPANY TO NEW YORK. RAY REPORTED TO BE
FORMER MAYOR OF ALGONA AND REPUTABLE CITIZEN. Vé
RECORDS BORING COMPANY REFLECT GENALD D. BAY ADDRESS,
ENPLOYED AS SUPERVISOR WITH A SECRET CLEARANCE, DATE OF BIRTH
, WHO I8 PRRSENTLY ASSIGNED TO

v _ & -6
(3) ' ﬁ%{m /ﬁ/igexsn‘

DCR/drm ‘
0. M FILED...o
1 cc. New York (AM) SERIALIZ r}/}z‘ e

A
/) FEl— MEMPHIS

BT

Approved: M  Per
Special Agent in Charge

1 cc. llughu
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘

L
-~

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

" (Priority)

RESEARCH PARK CENTER, P. O. BOX ONE FOUR SEVEN ZERO, HUNTSVILLE,
ALABAMA., BOEING OFFICIALS STATE THAT POSSIBLY RAY MIGHT HAVE

BEEN TRANSFERRED TO NEW YORK BUT THAT COMPANY RECORLS AT KUNTS-~
VILLE, ALABAMA WOULD HAVE TO BE CHECKED FOR FURTHER DETAILS.
AT TIME OF ARREST OF MINUTEMEN IN SEATTLE ON BANK ROBBERY-
CONBPIRACY CHARGE IN JANUARY, SIXTYEIGHT, AN ADDRESSOGRAPH LIST-
ING OF NAMES WAS FOUND TO BE IN THE POSSESSBIONS OF ONE OF THE

SUBJECTS. IT IS BELIEVED THIS LISTING OF NAMES MAY BRK PERSONS
RECEIVING LITERATURE OR ACTUALLY BELONGING TO THE PATRIOTIC
PARTY, A 80 CALLED POLITICAL ARM OF THR MINUTEMEN. ONE OF THE
NAMES ON THIS LISTING IS JEREY RAY, AHREE TWO SEVEN FIRST AVENUE
EAST, PACIFIC, WASHINGTON. |
BIRMINGHAM AT HUNTSVILLE SHOULD CONTACT GERALD D. RAY TO
DETERMINE IDENTITY OF B. J. RAY AND IF HE IS RELATED TO SUBJECT
JAMES EARL RAY. AM COPIES TO NEW YORK AND MEMPHIS. |
ARMED AND DANGEROUS. |

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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“ U3 (Rev. 5-22-64)

S

-

Transmit the following in

FBI
Date: 4/29/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

_ARTEL

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, CINCINNATI (157-1893) (P)

MURKIN

The following inyestdgation was conducted
to identify DONALD J. RAY 994 South Roys Avenue,
Columbus, Ohio:

Current city and telephone directories list
DONALD J. RAY at 994 South Roys Avenue, wife SUSANNA,
telephone 274-8883, employed as firefighter, City of
Columbus. Directories reviewed 4/26/68.

Mrs. RUTH CLAPROOD, Clerk, Driver's License
Index, OBMV, Columbus, Ohio, advised records show
DONALD J, RAY, 994 South Roys Avenue, was born
, Coltmbus, Ohio, is 5'8" tall, weight 158
pounds, hag brown hair and brown eyes. His SSN is
, and he is employed as a firefighter,
city of folumbus.

Mrs. CARLA JACQUES, Credit Bureau of Columbus,
Inc., /on 4/26/68 advised from records DONALD JEAN
ife SUSANNA, 994 South Roys Avenue, Columbus,
» employed as a firefighter, City of Columbus,
was employed by Pure 0il Company for 10 years. Since
1956 he has been employed as a firefighter. gwt?["é

3-Bureau (RM) @-Memphis (RM) 2-Los Ange‘fe(

2~-Chicago §RM) 2-Kansas City (RM) 2-New YorkJR;«n
1-Cinchnat SEARCHED. .

l}?’l{msw SERIALIZED wes Sjeen FILED v Gnrrnss
. MAY 2 1968

Approved;

FBI — MEMPHIS

Special Agent in Charge
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CI 157-1893

derogatory appears in credit records concerning him.

Mrs. KAY NICHOLS, Record Room, Columbus PD, on 4/26/68
advised there is no record there for DONALD J. RAY.

RAY was interviewed 4/26/68. Residence and employment
was verified. He has been employed as a firefighter, City of
Columbus 12 years. His physical description does not fit that
of JAMES EARL RAY, and his facial appearance does not resemble
fugitive. He claims to have no relatives who resemble fugitive
nor can he furnish any information to assist in locating subjecct.

No further investigation being taken concerning this
person.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI MEMPHIS

FBI BALTO

61 7P¥ URGENT 4/25/68 WJH
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), KANSAS CITY, AND MeMPHIS

FROM BALTIMORE (44-669%) 2P
MURKIN.

RE BU TEL CALL, APRIL TWENTYFOUR. BA TEL CALL LITTLE

ROCK, INSTANT DATE. / ,
RE: THREATS MAPE AGAINST MARTIN
LUTHER KZNG. |

CARLOS LEE BILLINGS,PFORMER 10 FUGITIVE NUMBER FOUR ZERO
ONE SEVEN IN ITSP, ITSMV, UFAP - PRISON BREAK CASE, 00
LITTLE ROCK, BUREAU FILES TWO SIX DASH THREE ZERO THREE ZERO
THREE FIVE AND EIGHT SEVEN DASH EIGHT NINE NINE NINE EIGHT.
BILLINGS APPREHENDED FEBRUARY EIGHT SIXTYSEVEN, ARKANSAS,

RECEIVED FIVE YEAR‘SENTENCES, UsDC, LITTLE ROCK, NOVEWMBER
TWENTYONE SIXTYSEVEN, AND TRANSFERRED TO U.S. PENITENTIARY
LEAVENWORTH, NOVEMBER TWENTYNINE SIXTYSEVEN.

| FOR INFO OF BUREAU, LHM'S SUBMITTED BY PHILADELPHIA
MARCH THIRTYONE SIXTYFIVE, CAPTIONED "ALLEGED PLOT TO ASSASS-

INATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, RM," AND BY BALTIMORE, APRIL TWO
SIXTYFIVE, CAPTIONED "MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., SH=C™ SETTING

END PAGE ONE

Yy =9 duth E Ly "
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PAGE TWO

BA (44-66%)

OUT'INFORMATIONfRE FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLAR OFFER TO, BILLINGS
IN MARCH SIXTYFIVE AT COLUMBIA, S.C., BY INDIVIDUALS ONLY

KNOWN AS JAMES AND EDDIE TO KILL KING, AND BACKGROUND
INCLUDING MENTAL CONDITION.,
COPIES OF ABOVE LHM'S BEING FORWARDED AWSD TO KANSAS

CITY FOR REINTERVIEW OF BILLINBS PER BUREAU REGUEST.
END i

DND

FBI MEMPHIS

P
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h/25/68
REGULAR MAIL

T03 DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM ; SAC, BALTIMORE (44-669)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Baltimore tsletype, 4/25/68,

Enclosed for Kansas City is one copy of LHM
dated 4/2/65, Baltimore, Maryland, re MARTIN LUTHER KING
and LEM dated 3/31/6%, Philadelphlza, Pennsylvania, re
Alleged Plot {o Assassinate | % LUTHER KING.

On 4/25/68, HURTER HEGELSCN, Division 6,
telephonically advised Baltimore that file revieuws were
being conducted on all threate ever mede¢ against MARTIN
IUTHER XING, and he referred to Baltinore azrtel datcd
/2 /65 concerning allegations made b CARL INGS .
of an offer by unknown persons to k RG

HEGELBOR stated that the Bureau wantg &1l ,
pertinent background developed on BILLIRNGS and an interview
of him conducted as soon as possible with resalts to the
Bureau, Mamphis, and other inlerested offices. If interviewed
in the past he must de reinterviewed concerning the above
allegation and full detalls obtained about that statement
by him. Investigation must be started on 4/25/68 and given
immediate attention plus expeditlious handling.

Bnruu

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BA §4-669

on 4/°5/68, Baltimore telephonically contacted
the Little Rock Office and was advised that BILLINGS
had been sentenced in USDC, Little Rock, 11/21/67, on a gullty
plea to 5 years on one charge and 5 years on 3 other charges
to run concurrent. He was ¢{ransferred on 11/29/67 to the
U. 8. Penitentiary at Leavenworth.

For information of Eansas City, in connection with
the allegation made by BILLINGS, Charlotte by tsletype to
Bureau, 3/30/65, advised that the Chief Deputy and Secretary
of the Sherifft's Offlce, S8anford, N. C., had no knowledge of
any incident near Sanford about 3/4/6%5 wherein an officer
was dlasarsed by a man with & machine gun or other weapon.
Both stated they were sure they would bave heard of such an
incident 1n that area.

Bavannah %y teletype to the Bureau, 3/30/65, furnished
the following:

18 w be identical with DAVID DELARFE
: 1STEY, _ITSNV, Bufile 26-237966, FBI #263004(

s 4 e i USDC, EDVA, sentenced one year ana one day
custody m te ran concurrently with four years gentence he
was serving in Federal Reformator immme Va. On B8/5/58,
he had been sentenced in WBIC, Co s, 8. €., on two counts
for vioclation Section 2312, Title 18, U. 8. Code, and
received sentence of four years sach to run concurrently.

Bo current information in aavamh files mcammg him.

BARBER may be identical to JERRY DOR BARBEE,
¥ BARDER, PRI #8851958, who is the whgact af
‘ EREY BARBER, aka - Pugitive., UFAP - &L, em
&vama, Buflile 83»~32105, a&lM&lﬁhi’a file 58-4908
was arrested lower Harion, Pa., and relsased on $5w hma,

12/3/68, His present whereabouts ars unknown. mudalp
has photo of mm which was sent by Savennsh Lﬁm
4 JUBE

smmh indices negative on IBVIEG mm

m%%i it As noted that there is a lounge Dar on Lady Street,
umbla .

2
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FD-3u2 (Rev. 4-15-64) ('\‘

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

4/26/63

MELVIN LEMONS, .Secretary to the Director, !Medical
Center for Federal Prisoners, Springfield, Missouri, advised
CARLOS LEE BILLINGS, FBI # 3687S%4A, is at the Medical Center
for psychiatric treatment with the long-term gcal of an
eventual return to the U. S. Penitentiary at Leavenworth,
Kansas.

He stated on April 2, 1968, the ledical Center
directed a letter to the U. S. Probation Office at Little
Rock. Arkansas, stating that although BILLINGS now appears
to be competent, several months agoc he was too psychiatrically
disturbed to participate in any court here. A plan is to
examine him again in a month to cdetermine whether or not he
is competent to participate in legal proceecings.

LEMONS stated that while BILLINGS was at the
Medical Center on a previous occaCior a .psychiatric report
‘prepared April 17, 1967, by Dr. ANLDREW I'. GUSCHWAN, H.D..
Staff Psychiatrist, contalned tne following diagnosi

”SChlZOph“Eth Reaction, chronic undifferentiated . type,
sociopathic personality disturbance, anti-social type.
migraine headaches, with possible brain damage.”

Jif - 191 Ju

SEARCHED INDEXED.. R
SER\AUZED...@.....HLED....../),........

APR 291968

FBI — MEMPHIS

2L XL

/z] 7
/

4/26/68 Springfield, Missourl : KC 44-7£0
at File#

SA JAMES A. MITCHELL - LAC u/26/G8
by. : Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and is looned to your agency;
it and its contents are nol to be distributed outside your ogency.
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FD-302 IRev. 4-15-64) ”‘\
¢ - < ‘

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

4/26/68

CARLOS LEE BILLINGS, inmate, Medical Center for
Federal Prisoners, Springfield, Missouri, was advised of the
identity of JAMES A. MITCHELL as a Special Agent of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. He was told the purpcese of the
interview concerned a report he had made sometime ago to the
FBI that he had been offered $50,000. to kill MARTIN LUTHER
KING by two individuals identified only as JAMES and EDDIE.
This took place in Columbia, South Carolina, in about March,
1965. He was furnished a warning and waiver form, which he
read and executed. He then furnished the following oral
information:

In early 1965, in Columbia, South Carolina, he nmet

—~2 soldier stationed at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, who was
to be discharged within a few days. His name was JIM or
GLENN BARBER, but he is not sure of the first name or the
spelling of the last name. He had just returned from Panama,
and he believes he held the rank of Corporal. BARBER had
marijuana and pep pills in his possession and was a very
convincing talker. BARBER had met a female in Columbia named
JOHNNIE BLACKWELL. She worked as a waitress at a lounge he
believes was called the "Downtown," located near Chubby's
Steak House in Columbia. She was from a little town twenty
miles south of Columbia, name unknown. BLACKWELL roomed with
a girl named JUNE TAYLOR, somewhere on Bull Street in Columbia.
Both girls were prostitutes, and BILLINGS lived part of the
time with TAYLOR. TAYLOR worked at a night club there called
the "Red Rooster."

BLACKWELL had met two men known as JAMES and EDDIE
and had filled a prostitution date with JAMES for $50. The
initial meeting took place in some cliub, name unknown, located
near Chubby's Steak House, possibly the "Downtown." BELACKWELL
told JIM she had to leave because she had a date with a
soldier from Fort Jackson, South Carolina, named BARBER.

JAMES asked her to ask BARBER if he could get ahold of
any weapons, whereupon she told him BARBER had a machine gun.
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JAMES expressed an interest in buying it from BARBER and

told her to pass this on to him, which she agreed to do.

The prostitution date was filled in a motel in town, name
unknown.

The following night, at the V.F.W., he, JAMES,
EDDY and BARBER met. TAYLOR and BLACKWELL were present,
as well as two other girls who worked at the "Red Rooster,"
but this was their night off. He doces not recall their
names. This was the first time he had met JAMES and EDDY.
The men went outside and BARBER gave them each a stick of
marijuana which he had brought back from Panama. They all
sat in JAMES's white 1964-65 Lincoln Continental and sma ed L #wv(
marijuana. The Lincoln had a Tennessee license plate /
beginning with the number 2, which designates Memphis.® JALES
was always smoking big cigars and wore a large diamond ring.
He understood JAMES has money in Mississippi and Tennessee.
He owns land in Clarksdale, Mississippi, has a big car lot in

Memphis and a night club. In the old days he was a bootlegger.
JAMES despises the Negro race and, partlcularly, any with
Communist leanings.

While in the car, JAMES told BARBER he understood
he had a .50-caliber machine gun and BARBER said he did.
JAMES asked if he wanted to sell it and he said, "Yes."
Either JAMES or EDDIE asked where the machine gun was and
how long it would take to get it. BARBER said three days
because it was in Westwego, Louisiana, in care of a friend
who ran a night club, The Canal Bank Inn. He never heard
this man's name. JAMES or EDDIE asked BARBER if he had any
ammunition for it, and he said he had a whole belt. One of
the men then offered him a thousand dollars for the machine g

They all met again the next night at the largest
drive-in restaurant in Columbia, name unrecalled. JAMLES or
EDDIE asked him if he had ever used the machine gun before,
and he said he used one while in military service. It was
agreed that BILLINGS would take BARBER to Westwego, Louisiana,
which is on the west bank of New Orleans, to get the machine
gun. They were to meet JAMES and EDDIE on a certain unrecalled
date in Columbia and collect $1,000. for the machine gun. The
meet was to be at some unrecalled motel. BILLINGS stated he
has trouble remembering things that happened this long ago.
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He drove BARBER to get the machine gun at the Canal
Bank Inn, and BARBER contacted some man outside of his '
presence who reportedly told him the weapon had not arrived.
He and BARBER stayed in an apartment house at the rear of the
Canal Bank Inn for two days waiting for the weapon to arrive,
but it never did. He became irritated with BARBER and then
felt BARBER never had such a weapon. BILLINGS returned alone
to Columbia, South Caroclina, and he understood BARBER was going
to his home in Fort Myers, Florida. BARBER's parents reportedly
lived in and operated a trailer park at Fort Myers. BILLINGS
stated that at the time all this was going on he had and was
driving a 1959 Chevrolet convertible, maroon in color, tearing
a Maryland Temporary Tag. He bought the car under his true
name from Luby's Chevrolet in Baltimore, Maryland.

Upon his return to Columbia he met with JAMES and
EDDIE and informed them he did not get the weapon. He was told.
the plan was for him and BARBER to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING for
$50,000. $5,000. was to be in advance, with the remaining
$u5,000. to be paid to them in Greenville, South Carolina.
JAMES said KING had to be "wiped out"” because J. EDGAR HOOVER
had reported KING to be a confirmesd Communist and the most
notorious liar of our day. The killing was to take place
along a scheduled march from Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery,
Alabama. The machine gun was "to be placed in the back of a
paneled truck and driven to a spot on the Selma-to-Montgomery
route. When the front line of marchers, including Dr. KING,
approached the spot, the rear doors of the truck would be
opened and the marchers machine-gunned. The truck was to come
from some other state and purchased legally in the name of a
deceased person. They would then drive the paneled truck
away from the line of march to a country road where a passenger
car would be parked. The truck would be abandoned and then
they would travel into Montgomery, Alabama, by a devious back-
roads route. They would then travel to Greenville, South
Carolina, where they would meet JAMES and EDDIE. JAMES would
tell them how to get to Sydney, Australia, via Mexico, on a
freighter.

JAMES has a friend who formerly lived in Mississippi
but now has a sheep ranch in Broken Bow, Australia. This man
would help set them up in a bar or some other type of legitimate
business.
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‘When he told JAMES and EDDIE that BARBER could not
produce the machine gun, they said the plan had been dropped
because MARTIN LUTHER KING announced he was not going tc
participate in the march.

He described JAMES as white male American, age U40;
5§ feet, 10 inches; 210 pounds; blue eyes; brown hair, graying
on the sides. JAMES lives on a farm eight miles from Memphis,
in Mississippi.

EDDIE described as white male .American; 6 feet, 1
inch; 180 pounds; brown hair; age 3%, good dresser, residance
Memphis, Tennessee. :

BARBER described white male American, 22; 5 feet, 8
~inches; 170 pounds; black hair; husky build, and gocod looking.
He believes BARBER a psychiatric case and believes this was
the reason he was discharged from the military.

He has seen JAMES and EDDIE since the above incident,
however, he is not going to say more unless the Government
dismisses an Interstate Transportation of Stclen Motor Vehicle
charge against him. He has two detainers against him, and
one is a State detainer. The federal detainer is from U. S.
District Court, lMontgomery, Alabama, and this detainer pre-
vents him from making parole. He is eligible for parocle on
his current 5-year sentence in September 1968. He might get
a parole to a State detainer, but parole would not be
favorably acted upon with a federal detainer on file. If this
detainer were. removed he weculd furnish the full names of JANLS
and EDDIE and where they could be located. in addition to

~subsequent contacts he has had with these men. He was tcld
that no promises cf any kind cculd be made in this regard.

"A photograph of JAMES EARLY RAY, FBI f 30CUU3A,
taken at the Missocuri Department cof Correcticns, Jefferscn
City, Missouri, on March 17. 1960, was shown to BILLINGS.

-and he stated that he does not know this individual either
by name or photograph.

BILLINGS admitted he was at the Medical Center for
psychiatric treatment. He has a writ in federal court under
the provisions of Title 18, Section 2255, U. S. Code,
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trying to get his original Interstate Transportation of
Stolen Motor Vehicle conviction set aside on the grounds

he was incompetent at the time. He was at the U. S.
Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, but was recently
transferred to the Medical Center because he has been

seeing a red man with a green coat and alligator shoes.

This red man is responsible for all his troubles. He 1s not
visible to him now, but he does see him when he is alone.
but not since he arrived here in February 1268.

The following is a description of BILLINGS as
obtained through observation and interview:

Race White
Sex Male
Nationality American
Height 6"
Weight ' 190 1bs.
Hair Brown
Eyes Blue _
Born _ , in North Carolina
(no town)
FBI # ' 3687SLA
Wife OMA BILLINGS
Box 214,
Toughkenamon, Pennsylvania
Mother VIRGINIA BILLING
Father P. B. BILLINGS
(Adcress same as above)
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FBI
Date: 4/27/68

Transmit the following in
. (Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL ATIR MAIL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (u44-38861)
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (u4u4-760) P
SUBJECT: MURKIN

(00 Memphis)

Re Baltimore teletype to Bureau dated 4/25/68.

Enclosed herewith for Bureau and all receiving
offices are two (2) copies each of FD-302s concerning
CARLOS LEE BILLINGS.

Referenced communication reveals CARLOS LEE
BILLINGS, former IO Fugitive No. 4017, in ITSP prison
break case, Office of Origin Little Rock, received an

offer from JAMES (LNU) and EDDIE (LNU) of $50,000. to
kill MARTIN LUTHER KING in March of 1965.

The £D-302s concern interview with CARLOS LEE
BILLING is currently an inmate at the Medical
enter forFederal Prisoners, Springfield, Missouri, and
a psychiatric evaluation of BILLINGS.
LEADS:
COLUMBIA:
AT COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA: /
Attempt locate and interview JOHNNIE BLACKWELL
and JUNE { confirm story and further mf/n ividua

Yo~ (P47 bL 67

SEARCHED.conyprvec
s Memphis (he 6&\ SERIALIZED LD eeerr FILED
4) %
2)

—~———2<Memphis (Enc. APR 241968
2-Baltimore(Enc. / FBI — MEMPHIS
2-New Orleans (Enc. 2) ) : 3
2-Tampa (Enc. 2) .
2-Columbia (Enc. 2) 2~ Kénsas Cltrﬁ

RBH/rl _ Qaéz

(1%)

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge W
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TAMPA :
AT FT., MYERS, FLORIDA:

Attempt to locate and interview BARBER's parents
operating trailer park in 1965.

NEW ORLEANS:
AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA:

Conduct inVestigation at Canal Bank Inn to confirm
story or futher identify individuals.

MEMPHIS :

AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE:

Attempt to identify JAMES (LNU), owner of large
parking lot that area.
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FBI NEW ORLS
11305 Al URGENT 5-1-68 MNW
TO KANSAS CITY 44-760, MENPHIS, TAMPA, CQ UNBIA AND PHILADELPHIA
FROM NEW ORLEANS 157-10673
MURKI N
RE KANSAS CITY AIRTEL TO DIREYTOR APRIL TWENTYSEVEN, SIXTY

E-p/
SEVEN RE CARLOS LEE BILLINGS. @7/#

FOR INFORMATION OF COLUMBIA, WHO DOE QDAAVV BELOW WNOTzD
REPORT, REVIEW OF NEW ORLEANS FILE ON BILLINGS REFLECTS INFORMATION
FROM LITTLE ROCK REPORT OF S5A WALTER W, SMART, JRe, DATEZD V
FESBRUARY ELEVEN, SIXTYSEVEN, CONCERNING THREEL ZERO TWO FURNISHED
BY BILLINGS ON THAT DATE IN WHICH BILLINGS STATED WAS IN CUSTODY
AT CHESTER, PA., IN APRIL, SIXTYFIVE AND ESAPED FROM CUSTODY
WITH TWO OTHER INDIVIDUALS,(NAHES NOT MENTIONED, APPROXIMATELY

MAY SEVEN, SIXTYFIVE. FURTHER, HE PROCEEDED TO WILMINGTON, DEL.

WHERE ONE OF ESCAPEES APPREHENDED. FrOM THERE HE AND OTHER
ESCAPEE WENT TO OCALA, FLA. FROM INFORMATION FURNISHED IN fHISl
THREE ZERO TWO IT WOULD APPEAR BILLINGS NOT ONLY IS PRODIGIOUS
CAR THIEF AND CHECK PASSER, BUT A CON MAN AS WELL.

EN PAGE ONE Niéee*nZZ%@;:TT

HLED..
/} . ;\*§¢
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PAGE TWO
NO 157-10673

IT 1S ESPECIALLY NOTED THAT BILLINGS STATES IN THREE ZERO
TWO IN RE COMNUNICATION THAT HE MET JAMES AND EDDIE IN COLUMBIA,
S.C., IN NARCH, SIXTYFIVE. 1IN THREE ZERO TWO SET OUT IN REPORT
OF SA SMART, HE ADVISED WAS IN CUSTODY IN APRIL, SIXTYFIVE AND
DID NOT ESCAPE FRON CUSTODY UNTIL APPROXIMATELY WAY SEVENW,
SIXTYFIVE. |

PHILADELPHIA OFFICE WILL REVIEW FILE ON BILLINGS AND
ASCERTAIN WHEN ESCAPED FROM CUSTODY, FORWARD SANME TO KANSAS
CITY FOR REINTERVIEW OF BILLINGS AT SPRINGFIELD, MO.

NEW ORLEANS HOLDING IN ABEYANCE COVERAGE OF LEAD AT CANAL
BANK INN UNTIL AUTHENTICITY OF BILLINGS® STORY DETERMINED.

KANSAS CITY ADVISE OTHER OFFICES IN RECEIPT OF REAIRTEL
WHETHER THEY DESIRE LEADS SET OUT TO BE HANDLED AT THIS TIME OR
HELD IN ABEYANCE. o

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

SAB

FBI MEMPHIS
P
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