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FBI
Date: 4-23-68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
SAC, RICHMOND (44-657) -P-

MURKIN
CR

Re Atlanta teletype to Bureau, Memphis and Richmond,
4-22-68. o O

/ For information WFO, retel adviSed'individual as NORM

PERRY, elta flight #106 from Atlanta, Ga., on 4-6-68 en
route London, England, with stop-over Dulles International
Airport. Gave Georgla phone number 462-2382. Atlanta unable
to verify phone number,

On 4-.22-68, JERRY TIERNEY, Passenger Service Repre- -
sentative, Pan American Airlines, Dulles International Airport,
Chantilly, Va., advised that a review of his manifest sheet for
Delta Airlines flight 106 for 4-6-68, revealed one PERRY (no
initials) enplaned at Atlanta, Ga., en route to London, England.
PERRY was flying economy class. He advised the flight ‘
originated New Orleans, La., with stop at Atlanta and Dulles.

At Dulles, the Delta crew was relieved by Pan American crew
for continuation of the flight. He stated it was not necessary
for the passengers to deplane at Dulles for Customs check.

3 ~ Bureau
- Atlanta (44-2386
- Memphis (44-1987
- WFO (44-703)
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Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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Mr. TIERNEY advised more information re PERRY might
possibly be available at the Pan American Computer Center,
16th and K Sts., NW, Washington, D, C., phone RE 7-8900.

He advised Pan American crew members forjthe flight
were as follows: :

=CaptoJELJlLJﬂEﬂMHﬁp_////
—C<>~=pilc>i:;D;;t_];ih,]:lﬂKER;~
-Flight Engineer J, J, BUT
-Navigator ¥, W, RAPPE
national Air¥port, New Yo

1l based Kennedy Inter-

The pursor was J, P, BOT

Stewardesses weii;//
=T, X. RANDERS3 -

/

\RDT';

WASHINGTON FIELD

AT WASHINGTON, D, C,

Contact Pan American Computer Center, 16th and K
Sts., NW, for any identifying data re NORM PERRY.

All of the above data, plus the”lead, was telephonically.
furnished directly to WFO by Alexandria RA. .

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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'm .r mxncm. rnz (44-.38861)
oMz sac. o (44-703) (n)

S iumxm

| Ro&l‘teletypo te Dtrcetor, wm and _

S .»mrnys, wuhlng:on, D. C., advised on M ; | 1968, that r.@

#m had no record concerning a NORMA PERRY (én Flight 106 of
- 4/6/68. She advised that Number FA 4622382 is not u Pan s\u
- number. and that there is no PERRY listed on the pro-fnght

. j,or ﬂight nlni.fest for Flight. 106 of 4/6/68,

f- s 2 ﬂc fm-thor 1mutigation u bc&ng eonéueted by m
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@ morm s ’ .
driviag in a soWdhbrly direction on :im 8
near Mt&miﬁtu‘ ;ﬁhn

he ohuerved a vuh
amle wvhou he mmxum,mnu
memmawm&mmma inttau
~ Appearing ia ithe local sewapapers as well as
, aAppearing sinilar in a side viev to the mut"s
. conception of the all msurderer of PR, MARTIN
LUTERR XING, This ividunl was m'v u alm
nodel black QIMM approximately 1 2
- atch hon Indiana license plate 10A1130.

- mmx«m:nw«mm«w
:"hrtuirmwmmmt appeared to be dark
- plastic rimmed glasass. Re observed this individusl
- while stopped At & red uat st which time the pﬂy
- sesned rathey nervous and tried te cover the wide
- of his face with his hand. This occurred hesr the
- Youngwtown ing Center. MASON further related .
Highway 63, Rear & grovp of apirimests on the noreh
: , REAT & gYOUp apa ts on the
: tw of M!mnle. Indiana. Yl .,/9 _

ianapolis = |
' %u’?&a—xm; B APRZ@ 1968
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furnished to SA SEAMAN JONES of the Mtenmiu‘
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FD-36 (fev. 5-22-64)
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FBI
Date: 5/14/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via ___AIRTEL - AIRMAIL
(Priority)

TO SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987])

FROM SAC, INDIANAPOLIS (44-563)

MURKIN
00: Memphis

Re Louisville airtel 4/2@/ , concerning information
furnished by ALVIN D. MASON.

On 4/23/68, Sgt. JOSEPH HOCHADEL, Jeffersonville, Indiana PD,
advised SA SEAMANS J, JONES f£hat Indiana License 19&'112 is
issued to JAMES W, PARISH, A224 MoSsSwood Court, JoAifersonville,
for a 1960 Oldsmobile 4-door sedan, VIN 608M7923 HOCHADEL
stated he does not know PARISH and there is no arrest record
for him in the PD files,

On 4/24/68, ALBERT DANNER, President of Danco, Inc., 1317
Skyline Drive, Jeffersonville, advised he is well acquainted
with JAMES W, PARISH, 1224 Mosswood Court. He stated PARISH
purchased his house two years ago from Danco and is employed as
a chemical operator at Girdler Catalyst, Loussville, Kentucky.
DANNER observed a photo of RAY and stated PARISH is definitely
not identical with this photo.

On 4/26/68, JAMES W, PARESH, 1224 Mosswood Court, was
interviewed by SA SEAMANS J, JONES, It was observed he is not
identical with the photo of RAY. A 1960 black Oldsmobile
4~door Bearing Indiana License 10A 1120 was observed parked in
front of the PARISH home. Mr. PARISH stated he is the only
person who drives this car except his wife and daughter, He
has not loaned this car to any other man and it has not been
driven by any other man. Mr. PARISH stated he was born and
reared in Jeffersonville, Indiana.

Q )77 Jud £
2

- Memphis SEARCHED NDEXED
~ Louisville (44-947) (Info.) SERIALIZED FILED.

2 - Indianapolis MAN]_BIQGB

(5) : _ FBl— MEMPHIS

Approved: //’ l, A

ecml Agent in Charge
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1P 44-563

It should be noted that PARISH resides in- -

< . Northaven Subdivision constructed and sold by '

" Danco, Inc. This subdivision is .located on State
Road 62 north of Jeffersonville, Indiana, and it
would be’normal procedure for PARISH to enter - -
State Road 62 from the 'side road along .which are
numerous apartment bulldlngs ‘and _proceed toward °

- Jeffersonville to the stop light located at 10th
© . and Main Streets at Youngstown. Shopplng Center.f

-~ It was noted that PARISH does bear some slight

,;e resemblance to the photo of RAY about:the nose.
;'”However, he is much smaller and his haif rather

than being short cropped, is:very thin and appears -

- .Short cropped.  He has. been 11sted in the Jefferson-.

'\1v1lle city dlrectory 51nce 1960 _as an.employee at R
G1rd1er Catalyst - . Gt

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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4/24/68
TELETYPE

| TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)
' FROM BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)
mx‘m

| RE mnmom nm, carmco, VERA cauz, MEXICO, MARCH NINE,

- nimm sxmxam' o -
| MR, GEORGE J. Bmm ICIAL, nxmmom cmmxcu, co.. Anﬂsm
- "ruscam“o‘sn mmm AGENT THAT ON A.M. OF MARCH SIX, SIXTYEIGHT,
 WHILE HE AND WIFE VACATIONING AT HOTEL CON BUNGALOWS, PLAYA Azm.,' o
" earmaco, VERA CRUZ, MEXICO, HE RECALLED SEEING WHITE MALE, PIVE ¥T.
'v’nmmn INCHES TO SIX FT., ONE SIXTY TO ONE SEVENTY LBS., THIRTTTWO
_TO THIRTYSEVEN YEARS, HAVING BREAKFAST ALONE IN HOTEL DINING ROOM.

HIS ATTENTION ATTRACTED BINCE QUSPECT 'AB AIDKE, 'HEREAS ALL- GUESTS |

. wm OOUPLES OR GROUP PARTIES, SUSPECT DROVE LIGB'I‘-COIDRKB IUSTANG

OR CORVAIR. BRADLEY OANNO'I’ POSITIVRLY IDEH‘!I!‘Y RAY'S PHOTOS, BUT ,

" DOES NOT num om' poasmmrn IN nvm xmm'non DOES NOT PLACE

" RAY IN w.xmma ON ABOVE DATE, stmm BUREAU ALVISE LEGAT, MEXICO
CITY. AIR un. CoPY 'ro MEMPHIS. o

| . SEARCHED

Ionphia (44-1987) (AI) I ‘ SERIALIZAE?)R 2 5 1958
M;:ﬁ?lmium | - R FBI—MEMPHIS _
@) S | =
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‘im nnm

m nxm (s-m) m

nx: m. r'nmt m;.t w_m Avnmuf -
mmm UNBIGNED V.8, FOSTCARD FOSTHARKED axm:, |
| FLORIDA, APRIL TWENTYTESXE, LAST, m mmn, ,j
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FD-36 {Rev. 5-22-64) '

FBI
Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

(Priority)

'___L._______——__—_———._._.

SAC, MEMPHIS
SAC, SAN ANTONIO (u4l-1242)(P)

MURKIN
00s MEMPHIS

Re Dallas airtel to San Antonio 4/22/68, copy
of which is enclosed for Memphis,.

Investigation, McAllen, Texas, 4/23/68,
determined REX BENTON BLEDSOE,)wi#é BARBARA, and three
children have resided at 137 E«Quince since 7/15/65%
previously resided Weslaco and Alamo, Texas,

BLEDSOE, WMA, born Charleston, Texas,[:::::L
5t7", 160 lbs., brown hair, hazel-brown eyes, has
several arrests at McAllen PD and Hidalgo Co., SO at
Edinburg, Texas, in 19504, 1960, 1962, and 1963 re
traffic violations, disturbing the peace, and drunk,
Never photographed or fingerprinted.

BLEDSOE, formerly employed as used car salesman,
has been employed as electrician for Rowe Electric Co.,
McAllen, Texas, past five to six years,

On 4/23/68 Mr, BILL ROWE, Rowe Electric Co.,
McAllen, advised that BLEDSOE made trip past weekend
to Dallas, Texas, to trade 1960 Cadillac, 1968 Texas
JGJ-866, for another Cadillac., ROWE stated BLEDSOE has
not missed day of work in past several months.

San Antonio discontinuing re BLEDSOE,

p

. ) -
(2. - Memphis (Encl¥1 SEARCRED v INDEXED.
1l - Dallas (44-2649)(Info) SERIALIZED

2 - San Antoni 0 O ¢ 10
LDW: kfh APR t‘;;finlﬁ?sa

© o e 1]

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev., 5-22-64)
—
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FBI
Date: L4 /2lt/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTETL

(Priority)

SAC, MEMPHIS  (L44-1987)

%’y SAC, RICHMOND (U4-657)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Philadelphia teletype to Richmond, 4/22/68.
AT CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA.

The following investigation was conducted by
SA JOHN G. MC CARTHY:

. Records of the DMV for ALfhe State of Va., re-
flect that Va. License T14 as issued for 196é Ford
pick-up truck registered B» oWwher WILLIAM H, SMITH,

913 Montrose Ave., Charlottesville, Va.

Neighborhood inquiry in vicinity of 913 O
Montrose Ave., on 4/23/68 determined W SMITH,
his wife, and one child, have resided at that address ’

for approximately 12 years. SMITH is employed as a
carpenter with the Van Lear Construction Co. He owns
a 1968 Ford pick-up with a camper top for the truck.
He also recently reportedly took a vacation to Kansas
City, Mo.

On 4/23/68, Mrs. GRACE SMITH, nee Kent,
913 Montrose Ave., Charlottesville, advised that her

@ - Memphis d/ J/f/)y- Q/A/, /

- Philadelphia (INFO) INDEXED
2 - Richmond

JGM:vsr

(5)

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



RH 44-657

husband is employed by the Van Lear Construction Co.
as a carpenter and has been so employed for the past
ten years. She has resided at her present address for
twelve years. Mrs. SMITH advised that her husband
recently took a vacation to Kansas City, Mo., visiting
a friend from the Army, a CHARLES DON WATSON, having
left Charlottesville on Friday, 4/12/68.

Mrs. SMITH advised that her husband had been
in Charlottesville and was employed by Van Lear Con-
struction Co. during the week of the KING murder and
in fact, had been working nights for Sgt. ELWOOD CASON
of the Charlottesville, Va. PD at CASON's residence.
SMITH also pointed out that her husband has two fingers
missing from his left hand and stated that her husband's
presence in Charlottesville at the time of the KING
murder could be easily confirmed.

On 4/23/68, Sgt. ELWOOD CASON, Charlottesville,
Va. PD, advised that he is well-acquainted with WILLIAM
H. SMITH, having known him for a period of several years
as a resident at 913 Montrose Ave., Charlottesville.
CASON pointed out SMITH has two fingers missing from
his left hand and that although he does have the same
physical build as JAMES EARIL RAY, including some close
physical facial attributes as with the photograph dis-
tributed on RAY, he does not have a scar in the center
of his forehead. CASON also pointed out that SMITH
had been doing some carpentry work at CASON's residence
for a period of several weeks, working every night,
including the night of 4/5/68, at which time he had been
paid by CASON for completion of the work.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-6%) “
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FBI
Date: 1y /21t /68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTETL

-

(Priority)

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS - (44-1987)

FRO%yZZ&%VSAC RICHMOND (44-657) - P -

SUBJECT: MURKIN
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Cleveland teletype to Bureau and Richmond,
L/22/68

AT CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA:

The following investigation was conducted by
SAs FRANKLIN R. WASHBURG and JOHN G. MC CAR?EY:

On 4/22/68, MERVIN L, MC ALLISTER,
Grill, East Main St., Charlottesville, Va.,
that he is the owner and operator of the restaurant.
MC ALLISTER advised that he is the only male Caucasian
employed at the grill and that he most frequently
operates as the counter-man. MC ALLISTER was observed .
to have the same physical stature of JAMES EARL RAY,ib////
but did not possess any of the facial, physical attributes
of RAY and did not have any scar on the center of his
forehead or on the palm of his right hand.

MC ALLISTER stated that his lifelong residence
is C?grlottesv1lle, Va., and had opened Arthur's Grill
in 5/67

Judge ALLEN SPITZER, Municipal Court Judge,
Charlottesville, Va., a patron in the restaurant at the
time, advised that he has known MC ALLISTER as a local

(C;:l Memphis Ay4/</é7 ?C“éi i Z;M

SEARCHED. INDEXED,
2 - Richmond ;

JGM:vsT APR 261963 U7

it FBI — JIEMPHIS
2] EZ§§E§5E3 .CE13

Approved: M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



RH 44-657

resident for many years.

On 4/23/68, Assistant COP C. O. DURHAM,
Charlottesville, Va. PD and Deputy Sheriff M. W.
SANDRIDGE, Albemarle Co. SO, Charlottesville, Va.,
both advised that MERVIN L. MC ALLISTER, owner of
Arthur's Grill, has been a life-long resident of
Charlottesville, Va. and has operated the restaurant
on East Main St. for a period of about one year.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ~

FBI
Date:  4/25/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

ATR MAIL
(Priority)

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
SAC, INDIANAPOLIS (44-563) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Records of United States. 50 t Office, Indianapolis,

Indiana, reflect that JAMES M, RAY,/formerly of 848 South
Belleview Place, now residing 5214“East llth Street, has

been in continuous employment as a carrier since- 1960
RAY's date of birth is| .

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

69- Memphis
1 - Indianapolis
TJC:cdv

3 A
( ) . : SER\AL\ZED ............. F,‘LE,D

.
JRa a

pecial Agent in Charge

Approved:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



T0:  SAC, CHAMLOTTE
Ya: DIRECTOR FEI (44-38801)

NURKIN. 00: MEWPHIS |

mmmmﬂmru'%pm
FCLLOVING THREATS YERE WOTED: ﬁ’é’

IN CHARLOTTE TRL NARCE TVENTY-FIVE SIXTY FIVE, IT VAS

ONTEEN FOURTREN VALE STRERT,

m,mmm,mv'mmmnmm,
CLATMED EX VAS TO SHOOT KING AND JANES YARMER
GEORGE NC LANN, YED IS REPORTEDLY PRESIDENT OF THE DUKEAN CITY

OOUNCIL. {éxurmmmmmmwc.

)

N JUME NINE SIXTY SxX, TOh
COLR, WAS GOING TO MIssissil _
HR INDICATED EX NAD FUNDS TO FINANCE THE VENTURR AND WOULD DIE

BAPPY IF NECESSARY. THE VAS JURNTIFIED AS A.P, RXPRESEN-
Xrusron, wowrs casortma,”” = U7 el C-

\SEARCHED INDEXED.

SERIALIZED

APR 2% 1968

EMPHIS
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RE: MURKIN. OOs MEMPHIS

ALTHOWIR SUBJECT RAY MAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS THE AS-
| SAILANY, YOU SHOULD COMDUCT INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE IF
_ANY OF THE ABOVE MIGH? B8 DNPLICATED AS A COMBPIRATOR.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. o

. MENPHIS ADVISED BY MAIL.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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AT 44-2386
JTB:bJjc
1

On April 24, 1968, SAs JAMES RICHARD FLICK,

JOSEPH G. SHEA, and JACK T. BEVERSTEIN interviewed LEWIE
RAYMOND DOWDA, an 1inmate at the Cobb County Jall, Marietta,
Georgla. DOWDA advis ed he was formerly incarcerated at the
Missourl State Prison, Jefferson City, Missourl. He stated
while at the Missourl State Prison, he was acqualnted for

approximately three years with JAMES EARL RAY, a fellow
“inmate. DOWDA advised he was released from the Missouril
State Prison on December 23, 1966, and JAMES EARL RAY was
8till incarcerated. He stated he had been the chlef cook
at the Missourli State Prison and RAY worked as a bread
slicer,

DOWDA advised RAY was the type person the other
inmates did not "mess with." He described RAY as a "loner"
who usually initiated the conversation i1f he wanted to talk
to anyone. He stated that RAY spoke 1n a mild, low tone and
when angry would speak even softer. He stated he had never
known RAY to become excited and shout. To hls knowledge,
he has never known RAY to smoke. He stated RAY had a fair
complexion, which was biotchy, having pimples around the
lower portion of his face. He stated RAY had a rash on the
right side of his head during the entire time he had known
RAY and RAY would scratch this rash. He stated this rash
was very notliceable due to the type of halrcut in the
Penitentiary and RAY put some type of salve on this rash.
He stated RAY's hailr was lightly streaked with gray. He
advised the only scar he can recall which RAY had was a
large burn scar on his forearm, side unrecalled. He
stated this scar was located near the wrist. He stated
RAY had dingy teeth.

DOWDA advised RAY always talked about 'running
around" in St. Louls, Missouri. He normally talked about
two girl friends, one of these he had met at the Gaslight

AAANWT-Jub . 7L

’
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AT 44-2386
JTB:Db jc
2

(a bar) located in either St. Louls or Kansas City. DOWDA
stated the other girl was a girl RAY had met around the
college at Columbia, Missouri, and it was his impression
this girl had worked in a tavern there.

DOWDA advised RAY, while in prison, wore a ring
on his left hand which was made at the Penltentiary,
having been made from white metal with raised initials.

He stated RAY never smiled, but when he smiled, it looked
like a smirk, EKEe advised RAY was clean and not sloppy

in his dress. He described RAY as an avld reader and
considered RAY to be intelligent. He advised RAY partic-
ipated in softball games as a pltcher and would watch all
of the baseball games at the Penitentiary, however, he

had never heard RAY speak of professional baseball.

DOWDA stated that some time in 1966, a group
of Black Muslims had petitioned for the right to have
their own religious services. He stated the Muslims would
congregate in groups and that a subsequent search of the
Negro prisoners had uncovered a large cache of weapons.
DOWDA stated the white prisoners then armed themselves and
there was a rilo%t at the prison. DOWDA stated three Negro
prisoners were killed. DOWDA stated he would not say RAY
had knifed these Negro prisoners, but did say that 1f RAY
had not knifed them, he definitely knew who had killed them.

DOWDA stated RAY definitely was a racist and
hated Negroes. He stated RAY had made the statement and
firmly belleved that all the Negro prisoners inside the
Penitentiary should be killed. He stated RAY had on
several occaslons made the statement that 1f the price were
right, he would kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DOWDA stated
he does not recall ever hearing anything which would indicate
a "contract”" was out for the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386
JTB:bjc

e
-~

DOWDA advised he would not be surprised if JAMES EARL RAY
was the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, however, he does
not belleve RAY would have kllled KING without being

pald for it.

DOWDA stated approximately four months before
he, DOWDA, was released RAY had attempted to escape from
the Missourl State Prison by going out of the prison behind
the ovens in the prison bakery. He stated RAY was appre-
hended and RAY had broken his arm ln thls escape attempt.
He stated RAY had talked about escaping from the Penitentlary
prior to this. DOWDA advised he does not bellieve RAY returned
from maximum security confinement prior to DOWDA's release
from prison.

DOWDA stated while in prison, RAY was particularly
interested in Western music. He stated he does not recall
RAY ever mentioning anything about dancing. He stated that
during this period a number of orchestras from the Lake of
the Ozarks had played at the State Prison and RAY would
never miss these performances., He stated RAY often talked
about planping to go to the Lake of the Ozarks when he got
out of prison. DOWDA stated he would have no idea who RAY
would contact at the Lake of the Ozarks, but stated if he
were to look for RAY there, he would first find out who was
selling dope and through this person, locate RAY. He stated
RAY had talked about being on dope prior to being in the
Missouri State Prison. He advised RAY had to have an out-
slde source of income while in prison inasmuch as RAY's
dope habit was costing RAY $35 to $40 a week for shots and
RAY appeared to be well flxed, never wanting for anything.

DOWDA extimated RAY spent $15 to $20 a week for
personal convenlences. He stated RAY, while in prison,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386
gTB:ch

used amphetamlne, taking the shot in the "main line." He
stated RAY would take two to three shots a day. He stated
RAY never lacked for money, but had no idea of RAY's source
of income. DOWDA stated he 1is certain RAY was not selling
amphetamine to other prisoners, stating he has known RAY

to gilve free amphetamine to prisoners who needed a shot.
DOWDA denied that he himself had ever taken any shots, but
admitted he has taken pills. DOWDA claimed he and RAY
were not engaged in the sale of amphetamine at the Missourl
State Prison.

DOWDA stated that HAROLD SCHAEFER, Guard on the
gate 1n the kitchen of the Missourl State Prison, was very
close to JAMES EARL RAY and it was DOWDA's understanding
that SCHAEFER was RAY's source of amphetamine. He stated
BENJAMIN O, GOODIN was a civilian in charge of the kltchen
and he 1s certain GOODIN was not connected in any way with
the bringing of amphetamine into the prison. He stated
while GOODIN was friendly with RAY, he understands 1t was
GOODIN who had disclosed RAY's hiding place when RAY had
attempted to escape im 1966.

DOWDA advised one NEIL ABBY (phonetic) was RAY's
closest friend in the Missouril State Prison and was respon-
sible for bringing RAY into the kitchen. He stated ABBY
at this time was chief cook at the prison. He believes
ABBY was serving time for breaking into a drug store and
he does know that dope was connhected with ABBY's offense.

He stated ABBY had a detalner on him as he was an escapee
from the State of Texas. DOWDA does not know whether or not
ABBY is presently in custody but does not believe he is
presently in the Missouri State Prison.

He stated RAY had another friend, one DONALD DEAN
RIGGER. He stated RIGGER was from California and RIGGER's
wife was a psychlatrist at the Napa State Hospital, which
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i1s located north of San Francisco, California.

DOWDA advised that RAY and other inmates that might
have DOWDA's address would have a Route 1, Sanford, Florida,
address, and would not know that he ls presently in Marletta,
Georgla. He stated his father, STEVEN C. DOWDA, presently
resldes at 110 South Chandler Street, Deland, Florida, and
that anyone inquiring for him at Sanford, Florida, would be
sent to Deland, Florida. DOWDA claims he has not been
contacted by RAY and has heard nothing to indicate RAY has
attempted to contact him. He stated RAY had talked about
traveling over all the United States, but had never mentioned
anything which would indicate RAY was associated with any-
one in the Atlanta, Georgia, area. DOWDA stated the only
other prisoner he knew who was from the State of Georgia,
who was an ilnmate at the Missocurl State Prison was one
JERRY WHITE from Calhoun, Georgla. He advised WHITE had a
Federal detainer against him and belleves WHITE is still
incarcerated at the Missourl State Prison.

DOWDA advised he had made a trip to California in
November of 1967, and that he and his wife had spent
Thanksgiving Day visitling her uncle, BOB GRAHAM, who resides
at Palos Verdes, California. He stated GRAHAM is Regional
Manager for IBM in that area. He stated that he and hls wife
had stopped at Jefferscn City and whlle there, contacted a
Missouri State Prison guard, Mr. "PETE" PETRIE. He stated
he had not made any inquiry concerning RAY and was not
aware that RAY had escaped. He stated he had not made any
inquiry concerning inmates inasmuch as his wife did not know
he was a former inmate of the Missourl State Prison. He
stated he had stopped in the Kansas City, Missourl, area
and attempted to locate PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., who had been
in the Missouri State Prison as PAUT. ALVIN CARTER. He
stated LAIL had been released approximately a year before
he had and that they had agreed to attempt to get together
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after their release from prison. He stated LAIL worked in
the license shop at the Missourl State Prison and although
he was acquainted with RAY, he dld not belleve LAIL was a
particularly good friend of RAY, He stated after his return
from Californla, he was contacted by PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR.
He stated LAIL owns a home at 34 Barbodos Drive, Palm
Springs; West Palm Beach, Florida, Telephone Number 965-
4221, He stated LAIL in February of 1968 was out of a Jjob
and had come to Marletta, Georgia, looking for employment.
He stated LAIL had come to Marietta, Georgla, wilth his

wife and a small baby and had resided with DOWDA for
approximately one and one-half weeks, leaving approximately
two or three days after DOWDA was arrested, DOWDA having
been arrested on March 4, 1968.

DOWDA advised he could recall nothing else concern-
ing RAY which might assist in his locatlon, but in the
event he remembered anything additional, he would contact
the FBI.
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FBI
Date: 4/25/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

- a .

DIRECTOR, FBI $44-38861)
SAC, ATLANTA(44-2386) (P)

SUBJECT IBRKIH
(00: IEMPHIS)

Re-Atlanta-teletype summary to Bureat;/4/24/68.

reflecting interview with LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA,

Ouameopy of above imsert being furnished to Miami
and Memphls . for informatiom. Two copies of insert furmished
to St, Louis and San piego. Six copies of insert furmished
to Kamsas City.

Enclosed for Bureau are three copiesp;i/;nadrt

In addition to leads previously set out im retel,
the following offices are requested to conduct the following
investigati@n.

LEADS

msas' CITY

3 - Bureau (Ene. 3).
- Kansas City (Enc. 8) .
Memphis (Enc. 1) «

- Miami (Emc, 1)

2 - San Diego (Enc, 2)

2 « 8t, Louis (Enc. 2)

2 = Atlanta

JTB:lce

(17)

Approved:;

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386

At Jetteggen7Cit11,Miésourié

'1) Will, at Missouri State Penitentiary, determine
from medical records type rash JAMES EARL RAY had om side
of head and medication. prescribed £nr RAY,

T 2) . Check correspondénce file to determine if RAY
has any appreved correspondence which may identify girl friends
- RAY. tal ked about,

- 3) Attempt,to determine supplier of narcotics to RAY
“while RAY in prison and attempt to develop information comceriing
RAY's outside source of income, as RAY may now attempt to - -
contact the-e persons,

1) Ascertain present whereabouts of immate JERRY IHITE,

 5) L Throngh sources at prisen, evaluate intornation
‘furnished by DOWDA, .

At Kansas City, Missouri:

cel LT Attenpt to locate bar kmown as Gaslight, to determine
I € J subjeet RAY is known there and attenpt to determine identi ty
‘ot girl RAY met there,

At Colnmbia,;lissouri:

| Contact bars in vicinity of college and determine if
_,subject RAY kmown as well as attempt to learn identity of girl
RAY had net in this area,

At Lake.ezark, lissouri.

B will, through.sourees, attenpt to identify narcotics
pushers and thrpough them determine if subject haslbeen in this
area,
SAN,DIEGQ

- At Palos Verdes, Califormia:

'

" Will locate BOB GBAHAH and interview o ncerning
DOWDA's visit Thanksgiving 1967; determine if DOWDA madé
any remarks concerning contact with RAY or anyone else
im Califormia. - P

-2-
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AT 44-2386

- ST ,LOUIS

8t. Leuis, Missouri:

' w111 attenpt to locate bar known as Gaslight
to determine if RAY is knewn at this bar and 1dentity
of RAY'- girl friend.
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FBI
Date: 5/'2/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

ATRTEL AJTR MAIL

(Priority)

FROM: |

i

RE: ) MURKIN

00: Memphis

Re Atlants aivrtel to Bureay, 4/25/68; and |
San Diego airtel to Bureau, 4/30/6¥ o

RE TEWITE RAYMOND DOWDA ;
n 5/2/68, Mr. ROBERT_E, GF
IBM, 16005 Sherman Way, van nuys, Californ e, was
interviewed by SA GEORGE E. AXKEN, JR. s

Mr. GRAHAM stated that his bpbther's daughter
vas the wife of LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA, xfho is currently
incarcerated in Tne Cobk County JaT¥, Marietta, Georﬂim
and was interviewed regarding association with JAME ALQ
RAY by Buagents con U4/20/68.

Mr. GRAIIAM stated that LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA drrived
at his residence at5h19 Diversity Drive, Palos Verdes,
California, the day prior fo Thaqxsnlvxng, 1967. This

- Bureau ( _
- Memphis (dnfo)
27~ Atlanta Sif - /4/7«0,&1
2 - Los Angeles SEARCHED .vvorengyrse INDEXED .52 ccrron
SERIALIZED.... ) FILED...
EA/pdc BAAY - 61968

(6) ) FBl — MEMPHIS

W%

o

Approved: _ . — Sent e M Per
Speciel Agent in Charge
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visit lasted untl] the day after Thanksgiving, 1967,
at which time DOWDA, driving his wife's Volkswagen,
bearing Georgia license plates, departed with his wife
en route to Moanterey, California.

Mr. GRAHAM stated that approximately one and a
half days later, DOWDA and his wife returned to the
GRAMAMs!' residence claiming he had lost his wallet
in Monterey and was without funds. GRAHAM advised that he
gave DOWDA sufflclent funds to drive back to Atlianta,
Georgia.

_ GRAHAM, after consulting a 1967 calendar, recalled
that DOWDA arrived at his residence on 11/22/67, and stayed
through a portion of the day 11/21/67. He left en route to
Monterey on that date and returned to ILos Angele from
Monterey approximately 11/26/67. .

DOWDA should be reinterviewed ahout his
activitiesduring the period of time when he left Los
Angeles, Callfornla, allegedly going to Monterey California.

GRAHAM advised that he would consult Wlth his
wife on the evening of 5/2/68, and would be available for
reinterview on 5/3/68.

Ios Angeles will reinterview CGRAHAM 5/3/66,
and will advise results.

LEAD
ATTANTA

AT MARIETTA, GEORGIA: Reinterview LEWTE
RAYHOND DOVDA, an inmate at the Cobb County Jail, concerning
nis alleged tllp from Los Angeles, Cglifornia, tﬂ Mﬁﬂberey,
Cw]izornia, and the facts surrounding thc loss of his walle
while in Monterey, California.
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FBI
Date: 5/7/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

ATRTEL ATIR MAIL

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-33861)

“SAC, LOS ANGELES (h&—lST%&%W

MURKIN 3
00: Memphis iﬁk

Re San Diego airtel Yo BureauA/30/68 and Los
Angeles airtel to Bureau 5/2/64. <

RE: LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA
\

u .

For the lnformation of eau, Office of Origin,
and Atlanta, Mr. ROBERT E,. GRAIAMY/uncle of DOWDA's wife,
advised on reinterview 5/3/00 that he had consulted his wife
concerning the particulars of the DOWDA's visit to the
GRAHAM residence during the Thanksgiving Season, 1667.

CGRAHAM stated that LEWIE DOWDA and Mrs. DOWDA
arrived at the GRAHAM residence, 541G Diversity Drive,
Palos Verdes, California, driving a Volkswagen automobile
vearing Georgia license plates the date prior to Thanks-
giving, 11/25/67, as he recalled. After having Thanksgiving
dinner with the GRAHAMS, the DOWDA's left in their Volkswagen
at approximately 4:00 p.m. to see a friend of DOWDA's who
allegedly worked in a hospital, believed in Santa Barbara,
California. DOWDA also expressed his consideration of
seeking employment at this hospital.

.

3 - Bureau e /¢y%73x&¢5%¢?é?

- Atlanta

: 7
i NDEXED,
Memphis SEARCHED ool ﬁ
2 - Lwé'Ap:p1gs SERIALIZED_£7 _ FILED

~ ERASE A

MAY1 01968

GEA /dnr _— FBI—MEMPHIS

(8)

Approved;

Speciagl Agent in Charge
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LA Li-1574

-~ - - -The DOWDA's returned to the GRAHAM residence on
Friday, 12/1/67, and immediately upon arrival, Mrs. GRAHAM
telephoned GRAHAM at his office telling of the DOWDA's
arrival from Northern California.

DOWDA adyised that he had lcst his wallet in
Santa Barbara, California, whlle swimming and GRAHAM had
to ban or give DOWDA sufficient funds tc drive back to
Atlanta. T WDA's left the GRAHAM'S residence on Saturday,
12/2/68, to Atlanta via San Diego, California.

stated that he knew DOWDA by first name
"WHITEY"./ DOWDA stated he was a dietician and had attended
~three years college in the State of Missouri, perhaps the
University of Missouri. '

GRAHAM stated that he was of the opinion that
DOWDA was prone to stretch the truth and he, GRAHAM,
personally doubted his veracity for the short period of
time he was acquainted with him,.

The above information is furnished to Atlanta
in slight variation of re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau.

GRAHAM stated that the information furnished in
this communication was more nearly correct as to exact dates
inasmuch as he had contacted his wife and the two of them
had more accurately pinpointed the times and dates in
question.
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At 3000--8th Anm, Yort Yorth, ngmmma mw*n lconne, “_k
has not been to Oklaboms for several months, and does mot f£i¢ -
,WdMMM!. PURNRS stated an individm}l B
_.mh-umiuhumatamnwcham.mm“s
- taupumun,mthmtﬂ.mmnwlintmm

, an indi registered as RI AR W Am, S
L Yory m, m, on mm, dej m um:t;
was listed with firs of Eleo Cor
Dalles, Temas, cor license ¥CL ,k lmibcy states two uaiumu
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. registered at the Holiday

pecupied room, thurc were vu:ltom, and none nt dmﬂption
of lll& RAY, Bellboy heard name of RONNIE while
‘delivering food to room; also obtained car license of 1967
Thunderbird, which was ¥DH 453. XLLIOTT advised he canvassed
. other ntm ‘and found that at the Holidasy Inn, midtown, the

same individual with the mame ear registersd as JANES A, GOODMANK

- and registered at the Green Oaks Inn as JACK KENT. Registration =
- eards at mmmuu&nnmxnmommam SRS 110

At all three motels bills were left unpaid. Two or more
individuals mm«l rooms at nll tm. mtﬂt. L

- m mm« mhmu‘ in laudny m lotul
nmummmxaamu:umm A friend,
KARL NORBERG aka Exrl Pe n-{usm Gibbs Drive, Yort !’arth,
and accompanied ISENBERG. mm
adaitted purtiacintiu 1‘11;!: ISENBERG in rent ml'm
for weekend and them fmxtonhﬂh : nml

m mumﬁu BURNER at Roadway Inn

N m has m ﬁmhx/nm” aemréiu tc m
: whyn m recently has mad mmi Mt ehecks.

ke msthMthmmtmumm
at Ponco City Motel because he tried to cash a cheek ttslm

mm-utmm madmtzmmcmkmympy o

_ his motel bill and intended to akip the b»ill, and for that
resson miumod in th m of m nntnd at uiu his

. Re nrthar mtmﬁumnmmmwm
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Date___4/29/68

: ' ﬂmg-r m&mm‘
xaummmummutnw.ooh.mmmum
would be dead by May 1, 1968, ROULSTON said he placed this
bat with HENRY o’nm.. Gl, ' Manager, American M.ﬂinu,

- mem;a;m;muamwawm
 Alrline officials in Tulsa, Gidpboma. ROULSTION said he
made bet after having several mertinis and he feels it
vas foolish to make such a bet. He added the bet vax made
due to his feelitg and analysis of conditions. ROULSTON
mammwmwmmumu_
 thought such an assassination huiaamﬁmv&th
the plamniéd Poor Peoples® , On Viasl e
mdmlrmmﬂpﬁiwmm&ud&yl.lm
mmdinmhut. | | ,

"SEARCHED.. " IND
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SERIALIZED,..23,.. -

H "«
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL it is the property of the FBI and.is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed ‘outside your agency.
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