FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘

FBI
Date: 5/6/68

Transmit the following in

{Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

(Priority)

t_....L____..._._.—-__...~

MURKIN
CR

RE CARS STOLEN FROM STATE OF GEORGIA

Re Atlanta airtel to Bureau and all offices
4/25/683 San Antonio airtel to Bureau 4/25/68,

The files in the 26 classzf;catmon of the
San Antonio Division, in which San Antonio is origin and
which were opened between 3/23/68 and 4/4/68, were reviewed
with nagatlve results concerning cars recovered which were
stolen in Georgia, _

San Antonio is conductlng no further anestigatlon
in this phase of this case,

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

-  Bureau (RM)

. Atlanta (4u4-2386)(RM)
Dallas (u4u-2649)(Info)(RM)
El Paso (Info)(RM)

Houston (44-1509(Info)(RM)
Memphis (44=1987)(RM)
Savannah (Info){RM)

San Antonio
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64)

SEN
FBI
Date: 5/1/68

Transmit the follovs'(ing in
|

AIRTEL ATIRMATIL
(Priority)

(Type in plaintext or code)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157~9586) (P)

MURKIN

Re Bureau airtel to Jackson, Dallas, and
Jacksonville 4/25/68.

_ Referenced Bureau'airtel s ¢ out instances
of threats from the main file on K 'ﬁ(gjb '

Paragraph 2 of refefenged communication con-

reportedly making a sratement at a Klan meeting near
Harrisville, Mississippi on 11/15/64, that two men had
requested his permission to shoot KING,

A review of the Jackson file in this matter
disclosed that two Jackson informants furnished this
information.

- Bureau ((“Q
- Memphis (44-1987) (Info)(K")
2 ~ Jackson (157-9586)
(1 - 157-18)
JLP/jdh
(6)

L

SERIALIZED. LFILED...45

AV) 31968

0
! ) FBi — MEMPHIS _5

l,/25ﬁk4£&/’ ‘Cjiﬂb

cerning SAM HOLLOWAY BOWERS, JR,./ Imperial Wizard, WKKKKOM,

aé ) Yy
K/’Q / INDEXE{.. ..............

\SEARCHED

Approved: 13 M Per

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




w.; \

JN 157-9586

JN 23-R (PROB) advised on 11/16/64 that
at a state-wide meeting of the WKKKKCOM near Harrisville,
Miss. on 11/16/64 SAM BOWERS was asked by an unknown
Klansman why MARTIN LUTHER KING was not killed when he
came to Miss. during the Summer of 1964. BOWERS allegedly
replied that two men came to him who claimed they were
good with a rifle and wanted his approval to take care
of KING. BOWERS stated at this particular meeting that
he gave these two men strict orders not to take any
chances whatsoever and added that these two men never
returned and he heard no more concerning this matter.

On 11/16/64 JN 55-R (PROB) advised that during
the same state meeting as set forth above, seme individuals
reported that MARTIN LUTHER KING had expected to come to
Mc Comb, Miss. on Monday, 11/16/64 and that all business
places in Mc Comb would be tested by integrationists on
that date. Someone remarked that something should be done
about this and SAM BOWERS stated that when MARTIN LUTHER
KING last toured the State of Miss., two men were assigned
with high-powered rifles to take care of KING, but plans
went amiss when KING took a route other thamn the one he
was supposed to. BOWERS stated that these two men are
working on this matter. He did not ideng%fy the two men.

On 4/30/68 JN 23-R (PROB) was located and inter-
viewed. He could add nothing further to the information he
furnished on 11/16/64. '

On 5/1/68 JN 55-R (PROB) reported that he had
nothing additional concerning the above incident.

- JN 55-R (PROB) was contacted during the evening
of 4/4/68 immediately after the assassinatiom of KING and
he had no information of value at that time.

Other incidents summarized in referenced airtel’
are bei ng investigated, where possible, to determine if any

persons concerned ¢# implicated in anyway with KING's death.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



© eV, 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 5/3/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE

(Priority)

TO DENVER

FROM MOBILE 157-2627
. ’ |
MURKIN, CR, MO ME S)'X |

/ .

RE JAMES E. RAY, THREE ELEVEN MAY ST., MONTGOMERY, ALA,

M. L, GRIFFIN, VICE PRESIDENT, RADCLIFF MATERIALS CO,,
MOBILE, ALA., ADVISED JAMES E. RAY, WM, RESIDENCE THREE ELEVEN
MAY ST., MONTGOMERY, ALA,, WORKED FOR HIS COMPANY AT MOBILE AS

& WELDER FEB, TWENTYSIX THROUGH MARCH ELEVEN LAST, VOLUNTARILY

QUITTING, THIS INDIVIDUAL WAS BORN | , CLANTON,

ALA,, SOCIAL SECURITY NO. | |

| , CLAIMED SERVED USN NINETEEN FORTYTHREE - FORTY

stx. it S Judl

GRIFFIN RECEIVED LETTER TODAY FROM JAMES E., RAY, CARE OF

SO WHEATLAND, WYOMING, ASKING THEM TO SEND MONEY DUE FROM EM-

Qeviouse
PLOYMENT. GRIFFIN - STATED THIS MONEY HAD}BU‘»TN SENT TO RAY'S

HOME ADDRESS IN MONTGOMERY, ALA., AND: (K HAD NOT. BEEM———y
SEARCHED___JNDEXE@_.
END PAGE ONE SERIALIZED__ £ FULED 22—

MAV 2 A06R
IVIR1 L8 By pw Vv

JTB:1pw / %ﬁ&emphis (AM) /) FBI—MEMPHIS _
A
g ‘

A
Approved: /v
Special Agent in Charge
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'D-36 (Ret. S04

FBlI

Date:

{Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority}

MG 157-2627
PAGE TWO
RETURNED.

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT ONE JAMES E, RAY, SAME HOME

ADDRESS, MONTGOMERY, ALA,.,, CLAIMING KSN EIGHT NINE THREE TWO

EIGHT SIX THREE HAD GIVEN BLOOD AT LOCAL CENTER, MOBILE
MAR, TWELVE LAST,

AS THIS INDIVIDUAL REPORTEDLY SERVED IN USN AND REPORTEDLY
OLDER THAN SUBJ RAY IT WOULD APPEAR NOT IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT.

DENVER SHOULD INTERVIEW JAMES E. RAY NTUAV’ LfV%WOMING
SO AND VERIFY NOT IDENTICAL WITH SUBJ AND DETERMINE ANY
POSSIBLE RELATIONSHIP WITH SUBJ RAY.

AM COPY TO MEMPHIS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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smm: namzu AR

B Re Bureau sirtel to Jmsm DL and JK, (/25/63,
:eqaxding alleged offer of $100,000 b{ ¥White Knights of

the Ku Elux Klan, Jsokson, mssiuipp to anyene who
kifun Mam LWOTHER KNG, JR. : ‘

opville wnable through Midices checks,
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FD-36 {Rev. 5-22-64) '

FBI
| Date: 5/3/68
| ‘

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

ATRTHEL ATRVATL

(Priority)

TO: Bureau (44-38861)
Menphis (44-1987)
Louisville

-~
.

FROM: SAC, Jackson (157-9586) (P)
MURKIN
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Bureau airtel to Jackson, Dallas, Jacksonville,
deted 4/25/68.

Referenced Bureau airtel indicated that the
on MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. had been reviewed
threats against KIN!h were set roLLh. Among
threats was: the following:
Ll E - TAD.
"Jackson 0fficg, by teletype, 9/17/66, entitled
'"Unsub; alleged plan tgfkill Rev MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
Grenrda, Miss., Raciz¥/Matters,' reporited that the _
av. ENYETT BAR?I LD L“sLor, Flfst Presbyterian Church,
ted his identity be concealed,
an aLLo:npy in his parish told him two white
ce of Grenada planned to assassinate KING on
at Grennda These men gllenedlv wanted to retain
orney 5xoula they be charged."

A review of Jackson file 157- 3712, on 4/27/68,
disclosed no additionzl information other than as summarized

2bove. ﬁ/{/w/&/&y*ldéﬂf—‘gu 7430

SEARCHED INDEXED...2)
SERIALIZED__ Ay FiLeD__ 22
MAY =77 1568

_§Bl— MEMPHIS

Aj\iﬁ\\\
St B

Special Agent in Charge

i

Approved:
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JN 137-9586 |

Inquiry at the First Presbyterian Church,
renada, Miss., disclosed that Rev. EMMETT BARFIELD is
no longer located in Grenada, Miss.

On 5/3/63, EDWARD THGMPSON, (Protect), U. S.
Postmaster, Grenada, Miss., advised that his records
disclose Rev. EMMETT BARFIELD is now located at 113 Woodmont
Drive, Paris Kentucky, zip code 40361.

LOUISVILLE DIVISION

AT PARTS, KENTUCK

Will locate Rev. Eid ) D a ocmont
ve and attempt to determine £i

e attorney at Grenades, Miss., who fus - ARFIELD
with the zbove information and immedi :
Jackson Office.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




I
FBI
Date: 5/8/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

B Y S,

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-3B861)

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386)(P)

- MURKIN
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Dallas airtel to Bureau, 5/1/68, regarding
alleged offer of $100,000 by White ights of the Ku Klux
Klan (WKKKK), Jackson, Miss., to afiyone who kills MARTIN
LUTHER KIM@, JR. _ -

Enclosed for Jacksonville are two coples each of
Dallas airtel to Bureau, 6/6/67, Kansas City sirtel to
Bureau, 7/21/67 and Dallas airsel to Bureau, /5/1/68.

On 5/8/68, Mr. J. B. MC WHOR‘;‘_E_I}F Spencer International
Press, 2335 Brannen Road, Atlanta, Ga., advised DONALD JAMES
MIS 8 no longer employed by this company, having lerft
dpproximately December, 1967, to go to Corpus Christi, Texas,
where he was employed by the Americana Encyclopedla Co.
MC WHORTER stated he recently learned that NISSEN 1s working
in Panama City; Fla., selling a safety device which operates

3 Bureau

1 - Jackson (Info) ~ . ISy
)~ Jacksonville (Ene. 6 4/4,/?/2,@@5 B

- Memphis (44-1987) - SEARCHED . INDEXED_
- Atlanta SERIALIZED J?_,F:LED
JTB: lee ‘ MAY - 91968

(10) g FBl— MEMPHIS ;'
V7 ‘ @

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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AT 44-2386

as a gyrosgope. He stated the name of the unit is the Auto
Safety Control and the company offiee is losated 4An Reno, .
Nevada. MC WHORTER stated HAROLD B. FITZGERA is presently
located with the Spencer InteFnational Press at 3801 Kirbey
Drive; Houston, Texas.

LEADS

JACKSONVILLE

At Panama City, Florida:

Will locate DONALD JAMES NISSEN and interview for
any information he may have obtalned re alleged offer
to kill KING sinece MISSEN's release from jail on 6/19/67.
For info Jacksonville, the Jackson Office .in July, 1967,
advised the WKKKK were in bad finanelal straights, having a
difficult time raising enough money to defend members of
this orginization after their arrest.

Information copy furnished Jackson inasmueh as present
Investigation belng conducted that Division.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date:
VARV AN
PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

Transmit the following in

DETDSTN
(Priority)

IRECTOR (4A '33361) AND ATLANTA

"RICHMOND - Po-

MURKIN = CR

REF ATLANTA TEL TO RUREAU FOUR
. 9
THIS DATE ALLAN HUMPHRIESS

PAN HLﬁICﬁN AIRLIﬁ|J: DULLES INTERNATIONAL ATPPORTs CHANTILLYS
;"INIA; ADVISED HIS MANIf“S FOR DELTA RLINES FLIGHT ONE
SIX DEPARTING ATLANTA fOUR I SI%i”‘”ICQ1: NOT FOUR FIVE
SIXTYjEIGHT; REVEALED PASSENGER ﬁU]N“ QCCUPIED SEAT FOURTEEN - B
MANIFEST REVEALED FLIGHT DEPARTED ATLANTA FOUR FIFTY PMs FOUR SIX
SIXTY:EIGHT: ARRIVED DULLES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT SIX TWENTY FOUR
DATE.  AND LEFT DULLES INTEANATIONAL AIRPORT FOR LONDON,
ENGLQND.SEVEN P SAME DATE: VIANIFEST REVEALED BURKNE STAYED ON BOARD
DULLES AND CONTINUED T0 LO“DOn-
ADVISEZD NOT NECESSARY FOR PASSENGERS TO GO TJDOUCH
UHEN DEPARTING COUNTRY RQT NECESSARY WHEN REfLNTERING
COUNTRYs FOR INFO ATLANTA, THERE IS NO DELTA INTERNATIOMAL BUT

THERE IS A DULLES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT .

OULD RPE CHECKED RY DELTA AIRLINES WHEN BOARD &
SEARCHED INDEXED

VAT Sudil

HUMPHRIES ADVISED PASSPORTS OF PASSENGERS FOR THIS FLIGHT

7). Memohis- - - - - -+ |z 5 _Fie.
1/- Memphis
& ygmose | aR291%68

e FBI-—%EMPHIS |
s

' o
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64)

w

FBi
Date: /06753

=T VLR AR

TR (Type in plaintext or code)

L ERRED

(Priority)
MURKIN (CONTe)

ADVISED IF FUXRTHER INFO RE BURNE COULD BE OBTAINED.»

FROM DELTA AIRLINES, RESERVATIONS AT ATLANTA.

MAIL CORPY TO MEWM:

RT/7LLC

IT WOouULD

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date:  April 26, 1968

Transmit the following in PIAIN TEXT

Via

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE ' URGENT

(Priority)
TO: SAC, JACKSON
FROM: SAC, COLUMBIA (44~289)

MURKIN CIVIL RIGHTS J

SGT. ROBERT R. ELDRIDGE . CHAR.LESTON AFS, CHARLESTON SC (conygs
‘ ;

N—
ADVISED TODAY THAT WHILE STATIO‘\IED KESSLER ATB, MISS., PRIOR TO SEPT|.

5

SIXTYSEVEN DID BUSINESS AT FERVWOOD TEXACO S’I‘ATION FERNWOOD, %é}'

WHICH IS IN PART OF CITY OF BILOXI, MISS _
. ) D
- OWNER OF STATION WAYNE RODGFRWDGE?S HAD TWO EMPLOYEES.

ONE OF THE EMPLOYEES, NAME UNRECALLED, DESCRIBED WHITE, MALE, FORTY
FIFTY YEARS OLD, FIVE FT'EIGHT ENCHES, ONE SEVEN FIVE LBS., 'STATED
MANY TIMES THAT HE KNEW OF A MAN THAT WULD PAY THREE IUNDRED FIFTY
THOUSAND TO FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS TO SOMEONE TO KILL KING.
ELDRIDGE DESCRIBEDEMPLOYEE AS THE OLDER PERSON OF THE TWO PERSONS
EMPLOYED BY RODGERS.

ELDRIDGE SAID WHEN BE LEFT AREA RODGERS INDICATED MOVING BUSTAE
T0 SHELL SERVIGE STATION THAT IS LOCATED ACROSS THE STREET FROM GUS
STEVENS, A WELL KNOWN RESTAURANT IN S3IL®OXI, MISS '

JACKSON LOCATE AND INTERVIEW RODGERS AND EMPLOYEE RE A}OVE.
MEMPHIS ‘ADVISED BY AM. - ARMED AND DANGER%? /7 ? dﬂ;é

SEARCHED. INDEXED. 1
| seriauzen £y _F.LED_LEa_'_g'

- R291968 4
N\EMP"*‘S C_GW\\ : L AI;EI—ZMEMPHIS A

v

Specxcl Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

o .
v
b

FBI

Date: 5/1/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority)

TO:  SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)

MURKIN

Re Columbia teletype to Jackson, 4/26/68, with
airmail copy furnished to Memphis,

Referenced teletype géts forth information from
Sergeant ROBERT R, FS, Charleston, South Carolina,
(CONCEAL ID TY) wherein ELDRIDGE states he was stationed
at Keesler Air Porce Base, Mississippi, prior to September,

1967, and did usiness at Fernwood Texaco Station in Biloxi,
Mississippi 4

) He advised that the owner of the station was WA¥YNE
EODGERS and that one of RODGERS's employees, a white male,
4 years old, was heard to state many times that he

knew of a man that would pay a large sum of money for someone
to kill KING.

Investigation at Biloxi, fésissippi,ﬁdisdhsed the
following: g

LOWELL WAYNE ROGERY, Owner, Fermttood Texaco Service
Station, loca nterviewed and states that prior to
September 1967, he and WOODY PRINGLE were partners in the

—

~
(%)- gzﬁﬁia (ﬁzzsg) (nfo) (¢ M) Yif /97 JZ//’P /

SEARCHED....crmern INDEXED. ..
2 - Jackson smmuuw’ .......... FILED... 2. s

JLP:ccs MAY 01968

(37 N\ (g B = PHIS
Approved: @XA

M P
Specml Agent’/n Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586

Fernwood Texas Stapion and that during that period of time,
in addition to hjfself and PRINGLE, an individual identified
as THOMAS MOODY, a white male, age approximately 44, and
JOE SWANIER, 4 Negro male, approximately 28, were employed
at the station, ,

ROGERS advised that he has never heard either PRINGLE
or MOODY make any comment which could be construed to indicate
that either of them was aware of an individual who would pay
a great sum of mofey to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ROGERS
adyv sed that he has never made suchza comment himself.

ROGERS advised that at the present time PRINGLE,
MOODY, and SWAINER were working at the Fernwood Service
Station, Biloxi, Mississippi. He said that to the best of
his knowledge neither MOODY nor PRINGLE were particularly opposed
to the civil rights movement and ayé not known to have ever
been members of any organization gpposed to the civil rights
movement, '

THOMAS BLOUNT MOODY fas interviewed at Biloxi,
Mississippi, on 4/26/68. He advised that to the best of his
recollection he never made the comment to anyone
tha: he knew anyone who would be willing to pay a/large sum
of money to see that Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING,”JR,, was
killed, MOODY indicated that he 15 not opposed to the civil
rights movement although he did not feel that the methods
employed by certain civil rights leaders, including Doctor
KING, were in the best interest of the country. He indicated
that he regretted that Doctor KING had been murdered and felt
that it was a tragedy for the nation. MOODY wehemently demnied
that he has made such a statement concerning the murder of KING.
He stated that on occasion when he drinks he might make a
statement of this type just to show off. He indicated that
if such a statement was made, it was certainly no basis for
it in fact.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586

WOODROW W, PRINGLE, JR., was interviewed at
Biloxi, Mississippi, on April 27, 1968.

PRINGLE stated that he has been acquainted with
MOODY for several years and considers MODDY to be an honest,
trustworthy individual. In the years that he has known MOODY,
he stated he has mever heard MOODY make any statement which
might indicate that he was violently opposed to the civil
rights movement in this country. Specifically, PRINGLE
‘stated he has never heard MOODY make any type of comment
which could be construed to indicate that MOODY knew of an
individual who would pay a large sum of money to have
Doctor KING killed. He stated to the best of his knowledge
MOODY has never been a member of any Klan or hate-type

organization and has never shown a propensity for violence
in tegard to the civil rightstjygﬁgzt.

JOSEPH (NMN) SWAINER’was interviewed at Biloxi,
Mississippi, on April 27, 1968.

SWAINER, a male Negro, advised that prior to September,
1967, he was employed by ROGERS and PRINGLE at the Fernwood
Texaco Service Station. During this period of time he worked
with an individual named THOMAS MOODY, and he indicated he
thought he was very well acquainted with MOODY. He said he
never heard MOODY make any type of comment which might indicate
MOODY was aware of an individual who would pay a large sum of
money to see MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., killed.

SWAINER said he has no reason to believe that MOODY
is now or ever has been a member of any Klan or hate-type
organization,

All of the above investigation was conducted by
SA PAUL A, MEISSNER, JR.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




JN 157-9586

- Inasmuch as the above investigation is purely
negative, FD 302s containing description and background
information are being retained at Jackson,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) . ’

FBI
Date: L|'-26-68

PLAIN TEXT

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

URGEN

(Priority)

TO SAC, CLEVELAND (44-565)
FROM SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947T)

MURKIN, 0OO: MEMPHIS |

RE CLEVELAND TELETYPE THIS DATE.

VIN IN RETEL REGARDING WHITE SIXTYEIGHT FORD GALAX
EIGHT W FIVE SIX F ONE THREE EIGHT THREE NINE ow

SUTEL TO WHOM DELIVERED.

1l -~ Memphis,
1l - Louilsville

CA%égbr

SEARCHEDI i __mur.xsojﬁ
SERIALIZED,,é-__F:LED‘,\‘%
APR 2 91968

FBl — MEMPHIS

2, 1R
V4
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4/26/68
i TELBTYPE

~ SAC, HOUSTON

sAC, SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) -

MURKIN
Rﬁ TEXAS LICENSE NKR FOUR WO FIVE LOOK-—-ALIKE.
RE NEW ORLEANS TEL TG SAN ANTONIO, APRIL TWENTYSI;

: FOR IKFO nouswon ‘RE TEL STATES BERT HYDE,.REPORTER;"f

' STATES ITEM NBWSPAPER, NEW ORLEANS TELEPHOHICALLYf*
3nngagzn APRIL TWERTYSIX INSTANT THAT onrvsnsanxnov:ca,
~ PORT SULPHUR, IA., OYSTER MAN, ADVISED HIM ON FRIDAY,
- APRIL SINETEEN LAST, HE oaqsnvzn A PERSON DRIVING A GREEN
| OLDSMOBILE WITH BLACK VINYL Top, mens LICENSE NKR FOUR
THO FIVE, WHO LOOKED LIKE THE puowo oF JAMES EARL RAY.
 RE TEL ALSO REQUESTED SAN ANTONIO TO IMMEDIATELY
CHECK OUT, DETERMINE OWNER, LOCATION, DRIVERS INFORMATION,
~AND OTHER INFORMATION WHICH WILL ASSIST IN ELIMINATING

¢/ /ﬁ/m/zo/' Z «zg/

END PG. oNE  [SEARcHED....,, ... INDEXEY.,
v , : ) Ea . SERIALIZED..4,.... FILED,..\
- New Orleans (AM o AF 2‘31

. N , 91968
'~ Memphis (RM) . , ' ) FBl — MEMPHIS

San Antonio - o _ Sl o I
e | S T P J Cﬁfz

: THE DRIVER OF INSTANT CAR.

*
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 PAGE TWO
sa 44—1242,

DH_ APRIL TWENTYSIX INS’I‘ANT 'I‘EXA‘S DPS ADVISED

: NKR FOUR TWO FIVE 18 LICENSED POR HARRIS COUNTY: HOWEVER,

| DATA ON LICENSE NOT REPORTED TO TEXAS HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
- BY HARRLS COUNTY rax OFFICE. ’
HOUSTON WILL HANDLE LEADS SET FORTH IN RE TEL.
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i - Philsdelphia should immediately interview Mrs. Cross
and exkibit to her photographs of James Earl Bay in an effort
to detarnine whether any of the persoss she obmerved on the

s to Fittaburgh identical with the subject. At time

of iatarview, orally acknowledge receipt of her letter.

()= wewphts
T e e

Lol - B
SEARCHED,
SERIALIZED....“.) ....... FILED

APR 29 1968

) FBi — MEMPHIS
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eaﬁf. William O. (Wood, AS
@7 Calvent Street, N. (W,, '
a&/;ingbon, D, £, 20009
&

April 22,

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th N. V.
Washington, District of Columbia

Subject: INVESTIGATION OF DR. KING'S ASSASSIN, RE: GALT-RAY.

My Dezr Mr. Hoover:

Y wish to inform you that I have some very ‘hot' leads on your 11th most
wanted man, James Earl Ray; alias Eric Starvo Galt, John Willard, Harvy.
Lownyer and obviously many others.

I do not believe that this man you are really searching for is the true
assassin of the Reve Dre. Martin Iuther King, Jr., vho was gunned dowm in
Memphis, Tennessee on the evening of April 4, 1838, It is quite possible
he may be connected with a conspiracy plot of which was well planned some
time prior to the shooting.

Here are some detailed pointers that have pﬁzzlecl me in many vays:

1. In the first place when Attorney General Clark went to Memphis
after King was slain immedjately said there was no conspiracy involved.
Later on Galt was charged in conspiring to King's death by a single
¥ifle shot.

2. It vas reported that Ray was in the Missouri Stete Prison during
the years of 1964~-65. Remember at this same time Galt was taking dancing
lessons in New Orleans, Louisiana.

3. How about the true age of the suspect ? I believe witnesses at the
Lorraine liotel estimated his age at around 25 to 20. Your office in
issuing the warrent for Galt gave his date of birth as | lo
My calculation by this account would say that he is now S6 years of age.
On Friday, April 19, 1968 your headquarters announced he was 40.
' - rg) ~p LA ST s
(P Sud 2

< )/

4. .I have through good sources discovered that Ray was very reiess
and did not give much of a 'hoot' about his appearances. On the other

Iéz}nd Galt tried his very best to appear very neat and well dressed at all
imes. —

SEARCHED.. ..INDEXED.

W
5. Also Galt was quite fond of beer and vodka while Rav wa SER|ALIZED. ... FILED....

.
- _ 7
6. Last but not least Rey was bora in Alton, I1linois with QM

Southern accent wherefore Galt wes noted as quite Southern and loved his
good ole' Hill-Billy music. ’ ‘
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o= . & .
FoBoI. Director J. Edgar Hoover (GALT-RAY INVESTIGATION) April 22, 1968 P #2 .

In order that I will be able to conduct a proper investigation that may
perhaps lead to the apprehension and arrest of this 'dangerous criminal',

T must first have full authority in the form of a Commission issued by your
Department or the President of the United States. It must be necegsary

" that I have a proper permit to carry a weapon as authorized for Special
Investigators in such cases. I will further need a clear photo (front and
gide view) of the suspecto

My commission was denied by the Metropolitian Police Department over two
(2) years ago. I have written several letters to Chief of Police Layton,
Director of Safety Murphy, D. Co lMayor Washington, U, S. President Johnson
along with many other high officials. I failed to receive any response
whatsoever in most cases. In other words I have not been properly informed
as to the reason why my commission is being denied in this instance.

Many times within the past Mr. Hoover, I have had the opportunity to help
in the apprehension of criminals, but without the authority, I am more or
less just like the other average citizens, “I do not care to get involved".

Another point I would like to mention here if I may; I do not approve of the
"Poor Peoples Campaign March™ on Vashington early in May. Although it is
intended as non-violent, it is quite evident that we will witness a lot more
looting, rioting and burning. I herewith predict that the worse will come
to happen around Monday, May 13, 1968, the week after “MOTHER'S DAY".

If something isn't soon done in order to combat crime and disorder within
our cities, we are heading for one of the worse revolutions of our time.
The so called Militant leaders are teaching (behind closed doors) their
follovers just how they can win by breaking law and order.. They must be
purnished for the crimes they have committed regardless of the cost.

I honestly believe lr. Hoover, you and your staff of some 6,000 Special
Agents are doing a magnificent job. This is one great reason I would be
highly honored to work with you. :

I will be expecting a prompt answer along with my O0fficial Credentials
before it is too late.

I thank you ifr. Hoover. /

Y /,;\\_‘ Togeglfg in T d s
,-,.%27‘ A(tﬁb
. /'/v ~
W2 22/ @

Williem 0. Wood
Captain 1236
ASSOCIATED SPEC
INVESTIGATORS
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case or asy other information
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i
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~ “""" dated :mmu.
duatification

SEARCHED
SERIALIZED...L o FILED

APR 29 1968

i\ — MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'?DIREC'I‘OR FBI (44-38861)
sm wro (44-703) (P) “

| it  f < GOMPLAINANAT -
i’..RaBuairtel 4/26/68 B ,

oo ﬂFO has made numrous attempts ta contact WOOD at
.,_*fhis maidence and tcltphonically each day from 4/29/68, to . i .
" 5/2/68, with negative resilts. WFO is continuing’ efforts 7,

. . _to contact WOOD" and will appropriately advise _the Bureau
and Hemphis. : A '

ARMED & DANGERCU&
- vBureau

~ 7 (CTF Menphis (:Am) <44—1987>
- WO

B — \AEMPH‘S ‘
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apt. iliarr O, “Wood, ffe
1807 Calver: Strest, N. W.
@--ingior, D. €. 20009

May 2, 1968

Mr. J. BEdgar Hoover

Director

Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon
DEPARTLENT OF JUSTICE
Washington, D. C., 20000

Dear Mi. Hoover:

I regret to report that my letter of April 22, 1968 has not been acknowledged
either by you or your agency.

Due to the fact I did not receive your proper authorization to investigate
on behalf to the suspected assassin of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. it
is now without doubt whatsoever entirely too late to retrace the true
evidence before me sometime ago.

A~

If I may, I wish to reiterate my statement in more complete detail sent to
you, but obviously ignored: On Thursday April 18th 1968 at approximately

6:40 P.X. I personally met and passed a man bearing almost idental description
to the one released by your office on Galt-Ray. I was quite shocked at this
encounter. I continued to walk down this street for almost a block.

decided to turn around and see if I could further proove to myself that this -
was really the "wanted man". Lo and behold, I agzin met him coming in the
opposite direction than seven minutes prev1ouslj. He was dressed very =
neatly and was carrying a black brief cass under his arm. He even looked
worried at this instance. I kept him under surveylance until he disappeared
into a new apartment building., I wanted to follow the man, and also make an
inquiry at the apartment house, but I have no police or other authority to
investigate, especially criminals of Rays' standing. I came very close to
calling your office immediately and making a complete report, but something
seemed to tell me that you would only drop the inquest and place me on the
list as only; "Another 'nut" trying to get publicity and at the same time
misleading the F, B, I, in their investigation".

I have only one more thing to say lr. Hoover. I absolutely do not have any
intention in disgrading your Depariment in any way whatsocever. I am only
offering my sincere services to do all within my limited powers to help in
the fight against crime and disorder in our country today.

I honestly believe that all murderers should b 3§%ﬁ N%%E%Ié%“a d
properly prosicuted, and there should be no ﬁ%ﬁ%ulatlongqfcralding
certain law abiding officers to apprehend the MAY ™= 9 1968
) . FBI—

would appreciate your prompt acknowledgemen to this 1mportaﬁ@%ﬁatter
regardless of whether you belleve in me or not. Someday I hope to proove
uj report correct. G .

o4,

Thank you Mr. Hoover. ) §/§/ ‘/ééfyv
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~ Tor SAC, Washington Field (44-703)
. "",.m irec
- Re William O. - hiﬂmt.
Reuralirtel aum lM M l

m lltttor mivcﬂ rom Wood, mm 5"!-88 m .

mwhmlw.c‘u,m

“ """‘*' (1ato) 41967 mme.

- Q v
T SEARGHED —INDEXED_—4y—

ERIALIZED ... FILED-—5
; MAY - 91968
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slm/sa

]f""’mman, m: (44—3!:51) o
sm, IO u.ma) (Pz "y

Re &ulruh 4/25/63 ad sﬁlu; VIO afrtel ,s/zfsa" -

i qu.lm 0. mn mntaatad by m on 5/3/68 and
advi.ud that on 4/18/68, b n 6320 and 6130 p. m., he
" observed an individual {n the 1800 block of Columbis Road, - _«%--;. ,
N, M.; who resembled the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, and .-~ - = -
Vel ’thgt he mbuqmtly saw this 1ndividu1 8° to ﬂm Mnnde_

T i xmnigation at the Prmmdo Ammnt: and
T v,ici,nity between 5/3/68 and 5/8/68 failed to idﬁntity any
' Lndivtdul tnnnblim th. photogtaph of RAY. .

m hu alertod mea: m thtc area to ndvin ~ n L
S i! th. {ndividual described by WOD :ll seen 1n thc vicinity S _ff_;
of the Promamdc Apartnnnu. - = : | A R
@ mphu (u-na‘n RN/ o0 SUEEEEE
mmb
2 (6)

m'm.
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RN DIRRCTOR FBI (44-33831)

r-,rm m, um (157-3231) (P)
‘_m cx.‘ oéf: nmxs,; R o e |
' R RE BUTEL APR 'rmnsxx m'r mmxm JoEN D, uwt, .

—

‘rpmmmna,am MSKLAS‘Q. m\mu

L mmn REMARK ATTRIBUTED 70 EAGAN VHICE WAS MADE AUG. TVO,

sxxmrxn, At mm aw romu FLORIDA uam: cm

o —mmm mx n omm. na., m mm rmr uxm

’mx IN ALA. 10 Do un virs x1¥G N MA. OR rmm n.c.

m rm m 2 ALSO s'wrxn nm -' Y m ms Aumn
e 'zm FRON mrmcz n unm, 'z mm xwtsm WHO
| '}xsmummwr SENILE. TV m«:nmmmrmxan

| YURTEER DETASLS AND EAS O REABON o THINK m TvoLYED

TN Ay mrmcx 0 NURDER xm
1 - Atlamta (AN)

<1 > Menphis (44-193?) (Al)
b - 'l‘nnpn (1 = 170-78A) L
R (1 - 170-804) . -
TR ¢ S 170-&61»
.'::,ts}

APR 29195

. p ‘ - g,g\ ey NU:MP"HS
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iy (157-4331)

S mmnsm,;mmxmnunm wsxx :
»_,sxm m, mavxmn :n sxxmxu n mx. PROTOGRAPH]
| Am s mm, m ma nw um: m wrxvxn snm

,‘ﬂm AND WIFE ARR NOMINAL MKMBERS OF ORANGE COUNTY c:nms

counciL, nrmmmmmm:amm |
o A, TWENTYSEVEN, 'rpnemmnunnmnm
" JoUR R, VED KNOW mm. BAD %o nmo mmm m mrxm -
‘imm'amm.:' O I
THRSE THRER TANPA aomm mu mw m: mmxm .

- m s mama wm.xrzxa aomum, m :a NoT

. up Y mxam BECAUSE OF HIS mum:m ms m o

'mmnznxua”mv'

xmm smonx m or Jm m ur, m uo m Sk

- om xzm T¥0, BUT UNABLE TO IBENTIFY xm. A
i a;mmcmmmamlamma.%; i
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- 4/20/68
'PLAIN |

_vném” -

B 0: nxm'ron AND mm T : | 'mmz 1:32
mo;:f  PITTSBURGH (44-878) L ,‘76/

| uunxm, g, 00 umms |

RE TAMPA TEL BUREAU, FOUR ﬂ?én '

z',suspmnxcmxnwssmm“ YA ,

| 'mvxs'rxwrma mnxnasnunc, w. VA., rotm 'rmmxm :.As'r,
nxacwsxn mmmmn LOCATED AT FOUR EIGHT ZERO ONE FIRST m.,
- vacnrr AT THIS TIME.

no GURRM RMORD C!’l‘Y AND TELEPBON! DIBETORIRB L(XIATED o

B xmnm I‘IABLB vm RICRARD RUSSRLL um.

| xxmuwrxou AT m'r OFFICE, mnmsma, FOUR TWENTYNINE |

nm'm. nxacwnn CHANGE or Annaxas m BALL nAm AUGUST

. FOURTEEN sxxmroun. GIVING. m ADDRKSB oF THRES FOUR SIX znnb

nomu DRIVE, LAKELAND, 1A, i
TAMPA AT LAKELAND, FLA., A'x'rm'r To mcux Ann INTERVIEW

muxmmowmnmx. T |

 ARMED AND mugg 8.
AIR MAIL mnxs. o

PENDING, N % 2/, ME %*/.5-5
o _ © | SEARCHED...comivenr INDEXED.... )
‘ SERIALIZED..Z ,2 ....... FILED

. MAY 1968

/7 FBI - MEMPHIS

ra‘v |
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m m, m (xn..mn (t)

:a}v__.!:lttm uxatm ta mmm w Wfﬁl

S o eu 4/30/3!, uu., meS«G m
S "m'n. Lakeland, Flerids was coantacted st his y!m--v
.. - of employment, m:. l. nm'm My mmxx o
: ,m«. mxm N -

o B 'R m mzm M m m nfnu tu R
S Wlud sinee 8/84, st m tine he went to. mk R SR LI
__'%torrudm:\lma.. ,“hm‘im
ud e umlmd mn t/ﬂ, when ht wont M nrk BT
y:,;tm- tht ukohnd muit Mnu, u - hu m“r. CE BT ‘

. DAL stated ke remsined st that mxm:
;uly ut:u. the niddle of 10/67 and after s week or RIS
T twe,. returned to hm:am. Went Virginia,
. Nr, BALL said while there he comtacted CARL m,
.. sn eld friend, whe owned & trucking company at 536
S0 i 3ist Street, Parkersburg, and nmnm tv open sn_
T .f:"'-":..,;et!m tor tﬁ.u 1: l‘leri.du., S ey D, =Y M’zﬁ 73/5
e SRR s Y araReED ;N()EXED,#— .
shis - f' AT G ZERlALIZED,,_é;,..F.LED,?/J__-—- L
j(,;‘m (44.51‘) o MAY-31968 .

. F3|_-MEMPHIS
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: n wt.snsz

A nmmuanutmtouhwu ‘
‘ 11/37’ and Mi&tﬂl! opened an office for w!m'r

. _He explaimed that PROFFITT sends him & schedule:
_every Baturday, lisiing the destimation in Flerida, m

the thn of arrival, of every company truck, for tho_

following week. ‘It is his job to arrange a load,

" su sleme to the period ef aaxudm as muum, zm-'
m Mm trip mth. fw

" uh:lbitcd tho mkly dimteh lmt | .
'.for tlw nok ending 4/6/88, 1t mni ntm lm‘l,-;"*
: -armad by m, !ur 4/4 5,0 7/68 .3*_ L

meu tlyar #4424 murung mm !All.

PR ur m m Mr, BALL,  He stated that thc
S0 AR the photograph was ummr to him,  He ssid mthcr
. that seither the name RAY mer say of the nmm e T
e mﬁ nu th- ﬂycr were mhn it va: mmtad v:lth

o .vitk IAY or anyone else is

nm. eatemimllz mua uvm ommd
he assassinatioa of

SIS ', WARTIN LUTHRR KING, Ne referred back te previous
. imtervisw by the FBI concerning am alleged theft .

EAEN ‘nxm {be had made the th'nt. but vas tos

_ by him against KING aad stated that he still did met

- ARMED AND DANGEROUS ~
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