
FBI MEMPHIS 

F'S I LOU IS VLE 

3:07 PM 5-20-68 URGENT BAW 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), KNOXVILLE (44-696), 

~'JEMPHIS (44-1987), LOS ANGELES (44-1574) 

FROM LOU IS VILLE (44- 94 7) 2P 

MURK IN 

RE MEMPHIS TEL TO DIRECTOR MAY EIGHTEEN, LAST AND LOUISVILLE 

TEL TO MEMPHIS ~AY EIGHTEEN, LAST. 

ON INSTANT DATE, C.M. BAYHI, AUDITOR, GHEYHOUND BUS 

STATION, LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY, ADVISED TICKET NO. ONE T.YRE~ 

ZERO ZERO ZERO EIGHT TWO TWO TWO NINE FOUR TWO, DATED APRIL 

SEVEN, LAST, FROM KNOXVILLE TO MEMPHIS TO EL PASO TO LOS ANGE:LES 

IN AMOUNT OF' SEVENTY DOLLARS AND THI!iTY FIVE CENTS viAS ISSUE:D 

3Y AUGUSTA NICHOLS, DIE NO. THREE, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE. THZ ~UM3Ek 

ONE ON ABOVE IS A ?RI NTED NUM3E rt, THE REM AI NDE H OF THE NUMBERS 

APPEAR TO BE CARBON NU~3ERS. TICKET WAS USED APRIL SEVEN, L.D1ST. 

PASSENGER LEFT KNOXVILLE AT EIGHT FIFTEEN P.M. ON APRIL SEV.EN, LAST 
d~i _ /?if~j f,. , ,,,;? £ , r) 

AND ARRIVED NASHVILLE AT TWELVE T1.vENTY FIVE A.M.,,rAf>Rrt/r /""'_r:x~l!--cg;✓.:; ~fjS~: 

EIGHT, LAST. 

END PAGE ONE 

WAS JESSE G. 3ROWN, 
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PAGE TWO 

BUS LEFT NASHVILLE ONE THIRTY A i•, APRIL EIGHT, LAST, 

AND ARRIVED IN MEMPHIS AT SIX THI" A.M., Sit"lE DATE. 

DRIVER OF BUS - BERNARD FOSTER, 

TICKET IS STAMPED "PACKAGE CHECKED." 

ORIGINAL FURNISHED IS BEING RETAINED BY LOUISVILLE. 

KNOXVILLE, INTERVIEW AUGUSTA NICHOLS, OBTAIN DESCRIPTI:)N 

OF PURCHASER OF TICKET, SHOW PHOTOGRAPHS. 

~'.Et'r':PHIS, INTERVIEW 3US DRIVERS, OBTAIN DESCRIPTION OF 

USER OF TICKET. 

MEMPHIS, AD VISE LOU IS VILLE OF D ISP OS IT I ON DES I RED OF 

TICKET. 

AIR MAIL COPY 3EING SENT TO EL PASO 'wITH COPY OF 

KNOXVILLE 1EL TO INDIAN.~P'.JLIS, MAY EIGHTEEN, LAST. 

AR~ED AND DANGEROUS. P 

OTHER OFFICES TO 3E ADVISED 

END 

VAR 

FBI MEMPHIS 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI KAN CITY 

1213AM LRGENT 5-18-68 DJ3 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM, MIAMI, LAS VEGAS, 

DETROIT & KNOXVILLE 

FROM KANS AS CITY (44- 760) 1 P 

MURK IN 

RE LOS ANGELES TEL MAY S'"' E NTEE N LAST• 

INVESTIGATION KANSAS TY SUBURBAN AIRPORTS NEGATIVE AS TO 

PLANE OF ~IAM PIERCE. 
I 

AGENTS ELIMINATED ALL MOVING COMPANIES IN AREA DESCRIBED BY 

LOS ANGELES TIMES REPORTER 3Y PHYSICAL OBS£ lfATION. 

WARDEN SWENSON ADVISED NO 

g" ATE PEN !TE NT ARY NAMED FRANK BICKLE 

MISS OU RI 

SIMILAR NAME AND 

E HIGHWAY PATROL NEGATIVE RE FRANK BICKLEY. VARIATION 

BRICKLEY FERDRED TO RE LOS ANGELES TEL WILL BE CHECKED AM 

MAY EIGHTEEN INSTANT. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS 

END 

TSJ 

FBI MEMPHIS 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI KNOXVLE 

1232AM URGENT 5-18-68 WT3 

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, KANSAS CITY 

FROM KNOXVILLE .. 44- 696 
,, 

MJRK IN /• 
l 

/ 
RE LOS/ ANGELES TELETYPE MAY 

I 
AT1NTION DIRECTED TO PAGE 

THOMAS/:~.REIN HE REFERS TO "F11ANK BRICKLEY 

WHO WA5 IN PRISON WITH RAY." 

• 

/ 

CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 

KANSAS CITY AT JEFFERSON CITY DETERMINE FROM PRISON RECORDS 

WHETHER A FRANK BRICKLEY WAS IN PRIS ON AT TIME RAY I NC ARCE KAT ED 

AND , IF SO, SUTEL FULL BACKGROUND. 

INVESTIGATION CONT I NU I NG. 

END 

ME RJT 

F8 I MEMPHIS 
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FBI r£MPHIS 

F3I MIAMI 

158 AM URGENT 5-18-68 HEJ 

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861), LOS ANGELES, MEMPHIS (44-1987), AND 

CHARLOTTE 

FROM: MIAMI (44-1854) 3P 

/ 

MURK IN - CR 

I RE LA TEL TO DIRECT OR DATED MAY SE VE NTEE N 

ON FIVE DASH SEVENTEEN LAST DAVID LARSEN D • KE ND Al:.-t: 

LOS ANGELES TIMES REPORTERS APPEARED AT THE MIAMI FBI OFFICE, 

STATING THEY HAD VITAL INFORMATION TO FURNISH REGARDING 

CAPTIONED MATTER. THEY THEN RELATED INFORMATION SET FORTH IN 

REFERENCED TELETYPE. AT CONCLUSION OF INTERVIEW, DAVID LARSEN 

STATED HE DESIRED UP TO THE MINUTE EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION WITH 

FBI MIAMI. WHEN INFORMED THAT NO PRO~ISES COULD BE MADE HE 

RELATED THAT QUOTE SHOULD WE BE FROZEN OUT OF ANY UP TO THE 
I 

MINUTE INFORMATION WE WILL CRUCIFY YOU END QUOTE. IT /As RELATED 

TO LARSEN THAT NO PROMISES WOULD BE MADE, J 
MIAMI INDICES REGARDING WILLIAM LINCOLN PIERCE NEGATIVE 

CONTAIN NO IDENTIFIABLE REFERENCE REGARDING BEN THOMPSON 

END PAGE ONE 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
PAGE TWO 

ON MAY SEVENTEEN LAST, GWENDOLYN WILLI AM 

LINCOLN PIERCE, FIVE ZERO ZERO NORTH EAST EIGHTYTHIRD STREET, 

APARTMENT FIVE, MIAMI, FLA., ADVISED SHE AND HUSBAND TOGETHER 

AT CONCH KEY, FLA., ON NIGHT OF APRIL FOUR, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT. 

LATE THAT NIGHT RETURNED TO Mif\MI WHERE THEY REMAINED FOUR 0~ 

FIVE DAYS AT 'wHICH TIME HUSBAND LEFT MIAMI WITH HIS MOTHER DOLLY 

PIERCE IN OLD MODEL GREEN MERCURY COMET FOR WAYNESVILLE, NORTH 

CAROL INA. 

PIERCE OwNS ROCKY WATERS MOTEL, WAYNESVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA, 

TELEPHONE NUMBER NINE TWO SIX DASH ONE FIVE EIGHT FIVE, WHERE HE 

HAS BEEN SINCE LEAVING MIAMI. PIERCE HAS PRIVATE PILOTS LICENSE 

~ICH HE OBTAINED ABOUT ONE YEAR AGO AT ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 

AIRPORT. LAST FLEW A PRIVATE PLANE ABOUT OCTOBER NINETEEN 

SIXTYSEVEN IN NORTH CAROLINA. FLIES ONLY FOR PLEASURE, DOES NOT OWN 

A PLANE, AND WIFE KNOWS OF NO CLOSE ASSOCIATE IN A POSITION TO 

LOAN PLANE TO HUSBAND. 

HUSBAND HAS NOT 3EEN IN KANSAS CITY OR NEW ORLEANS AN9 TO HER 

KNOWLEDGE HUSBAND NOT ACQUAINTED WITH JIM GARRISON OR EDDIE 

WILBURN. HUSBAND NEVER BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH ANY KKK ORGANIZATION 

AND OWNS NO PROPERTY SUCH AS AIRPORTS OR LAND. HUSBAND BORN IN 

END PAGE TWO 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.... ' ,,. 

PAGE THREE 

ARIZ ONA, 
~------~-----~ 

' 

INVESTIGATION AT p'.-OUR TWO T'.i/0 ZERO N. W. TWENTYTHIRD AVE., 

MIAMI, RE BEN THOMP~ DISCLOSED THROUGH A NEIGHBOR THAT~ 

LARNARD THOMPSON Itta LIVED AT THIS ADDRESS FOR TWENTY YEARS DIED 

ABOUT NOVEMBER, NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN. THOMPSON WAS SPONGE FISH-

ERMAN IN FLORIDA KEYS AND HAD SMALL BOAT. THOMPSON HAS A SON, 

BENJAMIN L. THOMPSON JR. REPORTEDLY RESIDING MIA.Vil AREA AND ALSO 

BELIEVED TO 3E TO HAVE BEEN F'.)RMERLY EMPLOYED BY COMMERCIAL 

FISHERMAN IN FLORIDA KEYS. 

EFFORTS CONTINUING TO LOCATE BEN THOMPSON JR. INVESTIGATION 

INDICATED IN RETEL IN MIAMI DIVISION BEING PERSUED. 

CHARLOTTE WILL HANDLE INTERVIEW OF '.1/ILLIAM LINCOLN PIERCE, 

WAYNESVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA. 

END 

TSJ 

rdl MEMPHIS 
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IBI MEMPHIS 

?? 

FBI DETROIT 

206AM LR GENT 5/18/68 3CS 

TO DIRECTOR. LOS ANGELES. MEMPHIS. 

FROM DETROIT 44-989 

MURK IN 

RE LOS ANGELES TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR MAY SEVENTEEN LAST. 

RE LOS ANGELES TIMES INFORMANT - "B03" LNU. 

MICHIGAN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY PRESENTLY ON STRIKE 
_,,./.,./ 

AND ALL SUPERVISORY PERSONNEL~N C OIT CARD DIVISION ;,vQRKING TWE1/VE, 

HOUR SHIFTS ON SWITCHBOARDS. I ORMATION REGARDING ANY BELL 

CREDIT CARD IN NAME OF RIDELL (NO FIRST NAME) OR ROBE RT BRINKLEY 

WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE UNTIL AT LEAST FIVE TWENTY NEXT. 

SGT. ERJEVAC, HARPER WOODS, MICHIGAN PD, ADVISED NO FNU 

RIDELL OR R OBEaT BRINKLEY RES IDES IN HARPER WOODS. 

DETROIT INDICES AND ALL REFERENCE VE REGARDING 

FNU RIDELL, ROBERT BRINKLEY, OR RIDELL CATERING 

NO PERSONS FAMILIAR WITH CATERING FOR U.S. RUBBER AVAILABLE 

TONGIGHT; DETROit WILL ATTEMPT TO ASCERTAIN IF U.S. RUBBER HAS A 

RECORDS, •ULAN CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION, REVIE 1J/ED REGARDING 
I 

SAMUEL LE WIS, AND ONLY PE RS ON WITH ----END PAGE ON£ 
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PAGE TWO; DE 44-989 

SAM 1.EWIS, WHO WAS RELEASED FROM MILAN IN NINETEEN THIRTY EIGHT. 

P6 THIS DATE DIFFERS GREATLY FROM INFO FURNISHED BY "BOB", NO 

FURTHER ATTEMPT WILL BE MADE TO OTHERWISE IDENTIFY THE A30V£ LEWIS. 

CONTINUING EFFORTS BEING MADE TO RESOLVE INFORMATION 

RECEIVED FROM "3 03", AND BU RE AU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED. 

AM COPIES BIRMINGHAM AND KANSAS CITY. 

A & D. 

END 

TSJ 

FBI MEMPHIS 
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• F3 I r-tE:~ PH IS 

210 AM URGE:NT 5-18-68 HW•>l 

TO DIRECT□~, MEMPHIS, AND LOS ANGELES 

FROM LAS VE3 AS 15 7- 133 

MURK IN 

RE LA TIT, MAY 17, RG LA TIMES INFOR:vlANT "803" LNU. 

CAL NEVA LODGE, CRYSTAL BAY, NEVADA HAS BEEN CLOSED SINCE 

LABOR DAY 1967. IT HAS RECENTLY BEEN PURCHASED BY CEASARS PALACE 

HOTEL AND CSINO, LAS VEGAS AND ACCORDING TO INFORMATION AV.ZILA3L - / 

IS NOT SCHEDULED TO REOPEN THIS YEAR. 

CAL NEVA CLUB, RENO NEVADA HAS ONE CHARLES THOMP.IATS C8A0:ESZ,R~N•'-.N□,,,,,/, 
PD #69350 EMPLOYED' FOR LAS 12 YEARS NOW WOHKING AS :; v 

SWING SHIFT. DICES NEGATIVE ON EDDIE WILBURN, 3EN 0 

JACK STURGIS 

WARREN NELSON CAL NEVA CLU3 HAD NO KENO HITS ,JVE:H 

$400 ON APRIL 3 LAST. CLUB HAS NOT HAD A $25,000 KENO HIT IN ALMOST 

THREE YEARS. 

WASHOE COUNTY sio REtµ.fHAS NO IDENTIFKABL~..✓-RicoRD OF WILBUTN 

OR STURGIS, PER DEPU JAMES HAHN. 

CATHY NEWBERRY UREAU ADVISED NO IDENTIFIABLE 

RECORD OF' WILBURN, ONE 3EN STURGIS, JR FBI # 1226167 APPLIED THERE 

IN 1963 FOR WORK PERMIT AS BARTENDER AT BAR LOCATED ON SOUTH 

END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

LV 15 7- 133 

• 

VIRGINIA ST. A30UT 3/4 MILE FROM SECOND ST. HE IS NOT LISTED IN 

C WRRENT RENO C !TY OR TELEPHONE DIRECTORY AND DOES NOT HOLD CURiiENT 

WORK PERM IT. 

RENO PD REOCRD OF CATE•s WORK PERMIT AS CAL NEVA CLUB PIT 30SS 

S HO•JJS HIS ADDRESS AS 6880 PEBBLE BEACH DRIVE, RENO, NEV AD A. 

CATE INTERVIEWED, UNABLE TO FURNISH ANY CLEARIFYING INFO 

AND STATED WILBURN AND STURGIS UN1<NOWN TO HIM. 

END TSJ 

FBI !l"iEMPHIS 

TU 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

F3I KNOXVLE 

338AM URGENT 5-18-68 WTB 

TO BUREAU •• ATTENTION IDENTIFICATION DIVISION AND CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION. 

ATLANTA, LOS ANGELES, LOUISVILLE, MEMPHIS, EL PASO, BIRMINGHAM, 

KANS.~S CITY, MIAMI, LAS VEGAS, DETRROIT. INDIANAPOLIS. 

FROM KNOXVILLE 44-696 

MURK IN 

RE LOS ANGELES TEL MAY SEVENTEEN LAST COPIES OF WHICH 3EING 

SENT SEPARATELY BY TELETYPE ATLANTA, INDIANAPOLIS AND LOUISVILLE 

FOR INFO. 

THE FRANK 

MAY 

FRANKLIN BRICKL~Y, WI 
----+----

3 ILL ROBERT SH AW, . LL NO. 

ONE NINE SEVEN SEVEN NINE SIX C ORIGINALLY FROM CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 

AND WHO HAS AN EXTENSIVE CRIMINAL RECORD. HE WAS LAST KNOWN TO HAVE 

BEEN IMPRISONED AT TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA AND WAS RELEASED JAN. 

SIXTEEN, SI XTYSE VEN UPON COMPLETION OF SENTENCE. TERRE HAUTE PRISON 

NO. TWO THREE SIX FOUR TWO DASH TH. 

END PAGE ONE 

?/!f, .~-
m* 
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PGE TWO 

KX 44-696 

BRICKLEY DESCRIBED AS WMA, BORNL__ __________ --------' 

~---------------------~ 
AT CHATTANOOGA, 

TENN • OR VIC I NIT Y • HE I G HT F I VE FT • EIGHT I NC HES, 0 NE FORTY T 0 

ONE FORTYFIVE LBS., (IN NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE), EYES BROWN, HAIR 

BROWN, DIM TATTOO LEFT UPPER ARM. 

IT IS NOTED THAT BRICKLEY HAS SERVED TIME IN CHILLICOTHE AND 

TERRE HAUTE AND ATTENTION IS CALLED TO ALLEGATION THAT "SAMUEL 

LEWIS" SERVED TIME IN CHILLICOTHE AND TERRE HAUTE. POSSIBILITY 

SHOULD BE CONSIDERED THAT BRICKLEY IS TRUE IDENTITY OF SAMUEL LEWIS 

AND BOB, LNU, WHO FURNISHED INFORMATION TO LOS ANGELES TIMES. 

IDENT DIVISION REQUESTED TO AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY COPIES OF 

MOST RECENT PHOTOGRAPH OF BRICKLEY TO LOS ANGELES, EL PASO, MEMPHIS, 

AND KNOXVILLE FOR DISPLAY BY THOSE OFFICES TO WILLIAM THOMAS, 

CITY EDITOR, LOS ANGELES TIMES, J ERRY COHEN, LOS ANGELES 

TIMES, AT THE EL PASO BUS STATION, MEMPHIS BUS STATION AND KNOXVILLE 

BUS STATION. 

INDIANAPOLIS AT TERRE HAUTE REVIEW PRISON RECORDS FOR LEADS 

AS TO CURRENT WHEREABOUTS OF BRICKLEY AND SET OUT LEADS TO HAVE HIM 

INTERVIEWED. ALSO DETERMINE IF THEY HAVE A MORE RECENT PICTURE 

THAN THE ONE TAKEN MAY THIRTY, Nit--.'ETEEN SIXTYFIVE AND IF SO, OBTAIN 

AND FORWARD COPIES TO INTERESTED OFFICES. 

END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

KX 44-696 

LOS ./.\NGELES AT LOS ANGELES ••• BRICKLEY WAS ARRESTED PD 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF. APRIL EIGHT, SIXTYTHREE UNDER NA:i1E BILL SHAw 

t-D. SIX FIVE THREE SEVEN ZERO SIX S FOR GT-AUTO AND 3Y SO LOS 

ANGELES AS BILL ROBERT SHAW APRIL NINE SIXTYTHREE, GT-AUTO, UNDER 

NO. B-NINE SIX ZERO FOUR TWO SEVEN. OBTAIN PHOTOGRAPHS IF AVAILA3LE 

AND IF GOOD PHOTOGRAPH CONSIDER DISPLAYING TO THOMAS IMMEJIATELY. 

ALSO REVIE\ij RECORDS FOR LOCAL LEADS ••• IT BEING NOTED THAT HE 

ALLEGEDLY IS IN LOS ANGELES AREA AT THIS TIME ACCORDING TO INFO 

FURNISHED BY "303" TO THOMAS. 

ATLANTA REVIEW YOUR FILE SEVEN SIX DASH TWO FOUR ONE TWO FOR 

LEADS TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW BRICKLEY. 

KNOXVILLE WILL INTERVIEW RELATIVES AND KNOWN ASSOCIATES OF 

BRICKLEY IN CHATTANOOGA .AREA. 

LOUISVILLE AT LEXINGTON AT GREYHOUND OFFICE, EIGHT ZERO O~E 

LIMESTONE, REVIEW COPIES OF AUDITORS STUas OF TICKETS ISSUED AT 

KNOXVILLE, TENN. TO DETERMINE IDENTITY OF TICKET AGENT 

SELLING TICKET NO. THREE SPACE ZERO ZERO ZERO EIGHT TWO TWO TWO 

ZERO SPACE FOUR TWO ON APRIL SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT AT 

KNOXVILLE FOR TRANSPORTATION KNOXVILLE TO LOS ANGELES VIA 

MEMPHIS AND EL PASO AND FOR ANY OT:-iER DATA AVAILABLE. 

END 

TSJ 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING. 

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

FBI MEMPHIS 
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PGE Two 

xx 44-696 

• 
BRICKLEY DESCRIBED AS WMA, BORN 

~----------~ 

~-------------------~ 
AT CHATTANOOGA, 

TENN. OR VICINITY. HEIGHT FIVE FT. 1-:IGHT INCHES, ONE FORTY TO 

ONE FORTYFIVE LBS.,CIN NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE>, EYES BROWN, HAIR 

BROWN, DIM TATTOO LEFT UPPER ARM• 

IT IS NOTED THAT .SRICKLE Y HAS SE RVEO TIME IN CHILLICOTHE AND 

TERRE HAUTE AND ATTENTION IS CALLED TO ALLEGATION THAT "SAMUEL 

LEWIS" SERVED TIME IN CHILLICOTHE AND TERRE HAUTE. POSSIBILITY 

SHOULD 3£ CONSIDERED THAT BRICKLEY IS TRUE IDENTITY OF SAMUEL LEWIS 

AND 803, LNU, WH~ FURNISHED INFORMATION TO LOS ANGELES TIMES. 

IDENT DIVISION .REQUESTED TO AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY COPIES OF 

MOST RECENT PHOTOGRAPH OF BRICKLEY TO LOS ANGELES, EL PASO, MEMPHIS, 

AND KNOXVILLE FOR DISPLAY BY THOSE OFFICES TO WILLIAM THOMAS, 

CITY F.DITOR, LOS ANGELES TIMES, J ERRY COHEN, LOS ANGELES 

TIMES, AT THE EL PASO BUS STATION, MEMPHIS BUS STATION AND KNOXVILLE 

BUS STATION. 

INDIANAPOLIS AT TERRE HAUTE REVIEW PRISON RECORDS FOR LEADS 

AS TO CURRENT WHEREABOUTS OF BRICKLEY AND SET OUT LEADS TO HAVE HIM 

INTERVIEWED. ALSO DETERMINE IF THEY HAVE A MORE RECENT PICTURE 

11-fAN THE ONE TAKEN MAY THIRTY, NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE AND IF SO, OBTAIN 

AND FORWARD COPIES TO INTERESTED OFFICES. 

END PAGE TWO 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

F.8 I LOU IS VLE 

10: ISAM 5/18/68 URGENT SGF 

TO: KNOXVILLE (44-696) 

MEMPHIS (44-19?7) 

CR OM: HOU IS VILLE (44-R4 7) 

RE K NOL VILLE 

/,!#RA' 
¢TYPE TO 3; RE AU INSTANT DATE. 

C. M. BAYHI,/'!\UDITOR, SOUTHERN GREYHOUND, LEXINGTON, KY., 

ADVISED INFORMATION REQUESTED IN RETEL NOT AVAILABLE UNTIL 

FIVE TWENTY NEXT. INFORMATION WILL BE FURNISHED AT THAT TIME. 

END 

LFB 

FBI MEMPHIS 

ru 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
F3I MEMPHIS 

FBI WASH DC 

151PM URGENT 5/18/68 CAB 

TO LOS ANGELES 44-1574 ATLANTA MEMPHIS BIRMINGHAM KANSAS CITY MIAMI 

LAS \JEGAS DETROIT MOBILE KNOXVILLE ALBANY CHARLOTTE 

FR OM D IRE CT OR 1 P • 

MURK IN 

RE LA TEL MAY 

RECORD IDENTIFICATION DIVISION FILES FOR FRANK 

WILLIAM BRICKLEY FBI NUMBER ONE NINE SEVEN SEVEN NINE SIX C. --------JU NE TWENTYFOUR WIXTYS I, UNTED ST ATES PE NI TENT I ARY, TERRE HAUTE, 

INDIANA,P-, PYCIV NMVTA AND ESCAP3 FR FEDERAL CUSTODY, TRANSFERRED 

FROM FEDERAL CNRRECTIONAL INSTITUPION, TALLAHASGEL FLORIDA, 

EXPIRATION OF GOOD TIME JANUARY SIXTEEN SIXTYSEVEN. 

END 

FBI MEMPHIS 

LF3 

F8I r-i1£MPHIS 

TU 
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F3 I ME MPH IS 

F8 I BIR MG HAM 

3:39PM 5-18-68 URGENT CEN 

TO DIRECTOR (44-30861), LOS ANGELES (44-1574>, MEMPHIS C44-l~87) 

FROM B IRM I NG HAM (44- l 740) 4 P 

M'JRK IN 

RE INFO FURNISHED BY LOS ANGELES TIMES, MAY SEVENTEEN, 

SI XT YE I G HT • 

FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION CONDUCTE AT HUNTSVILLE, ALA3AMA, IN 

EFFORT TO IDENTIFY EDDIE WILBURN. 

CURRENT CITY AND TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES CONTAIN NO LISTING 

THIS NAME. RECORDS o·f,,:MQTOR VEHICLE LICENSE DEPARTMENT, STATE OF 
., 

ALABAMA, MONTGOMERY, REFLECT NO AUTO LICENSJ;; ISSUED IN STATE OF 
_./· 

3UREAU OF HUNTSVILLE CONTAIN NO RECORD OF EDDIE 

REFLECT REPORT OF ONE EDWARD WIL3UR~·, WIFE VIVA 

ZERO ZERO THREE FORD PLACE, HUNTSVILLE. INVESTIGATION REFLECTS 

THIS EDWARD WILBURN IS FORMER ASSISTANT MANAGEK SHOCKLEY'S PANCAKE 

HOUSE, HUNTSVILLE, AND NOW RESIDES AT FOUR FOUR FIVE E_AST MADISON, 

FULASKI, 1ENNESSEE. HE OPERATES BUS STATION CAFE AT PULASKI. 

END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

HIS WIFE, VIVA, IS A LON3-TIME EMPLOYEE OF SOUTHERN 3ELL TELEPHONE 

COMPANY, HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA, AND .COMMUTES DAILY. 

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS 

REFLECT NO MEMBER NAMED 

FOREIGN WARS, HUNTSVILLE, 

WILBURN. MANAGER VFW CLU3 

PDV ISES ONE ESMOND WILBURN LSO KNOWN AS EDD IE WILBURN, A MIDDLE­

AGED INSURANCE SALESMAN, SOMETIMES FREQUENTS THE CLU3 BUT IS NOT A 

MEMBER. MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE BUREAU OF MADISON COUNTY REFLECTS 

THAT ESt,:OND WILBURN, ROUTE THREE, BOX TWO ONE FIVE, HUNTSVILLE, 

WAS ISSUED SIXTYEIGHT ALA3AMA LICENSE FOUR SEVEN - ONE FIVE SIX FOUR 

FIVE FOR NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN DODGE DART. 

HUNTSVILLE PD RECORDS REFLECT UNDER NAME OF ESMOND WILBURN, PD 

NJMBER ZERO ZERO SIX FIVE TWO SIX, THAT ESMOND WILBURN OF SAME 

ADDRESS RECEIVED TRAFFIC TICKET ON JULY SIX, SIXTYSIX, AT WHICH 

TIME DRIVING FOUR DOOR BROWN CADILLAC 3EARING SIXTYSIX ALABAMA 

LICENSE FOUR SEVEN - FOUR FIVE FIVE NINE SEVEN. ALSO REFLECTS ON 

NOVEMBER EIGHTEEN, SIXTYSIX, UNDER NAME OF EDDIE WILBURN OF SAME 

roDRESS WAS VICTIM OF A 8 AND E. HIS FILE ALSO REFLECTS HE WAS 

ARRESTED AUGUST THIRTEEN, THIRTYFOUR, FOR PETTY LARCENY, DISMISSED; 

AND ON JUNE TWELVE, THIRTYNINE, FOH PETTY LARCENY, FINED TWENTYFIVE 

DOLLARS. DESCRIBED AS WM, 003 PAINT 
~--------------~ 

END PAGE TWO 
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?AGE THREE 

ROCK, ALABAMA, FIVE FEET NI;-.J°E INCHES, ONE SIX FIVE POUNDS, EYES 

BLUE, NO OTHER DESCRIPTION AVAILABLE. NINETEEN SIXTYSIX CITY 

DIRECTORY REFLECTS ESMOND WILBURN EMPLOYED AS AGENT OF ASSOCIATED 

DOCTORS HEALTH AND LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, TIMES BUILDING, 

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA. NO LISTING IN SUBSEQUENT CITY DIRECTORIES. 

EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY THROUGH ASSOCIATED DOCTORS 

HEALTH AND LI FE INSURANCE COMPANY UNSUCCESSFUL AS OFF ICE CLOSED 

AND MANAGER UNAVAILABLE. INVESTIGATION REFLECTS ESMOND WILBURN 

RESIDES ON ROUTE THREE, HUNTSVILLE, WHICH IS NEAR MONROVIA 

COMMUNITY, 3UT EFFORTS TO LOC ALIM UNSUCCESSFUL AT FIRST. 

ESMOND GRANVILLE WILBURN, ROUTE THREE, i30X TWO ONE 

FIVE, HUNTSVILLE, LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED BY BUAGENTS THIS AM. 

WILBURN IS NICK NAMED "EDD IE" AND IS EMPLOYED AS INSURANCE 

SALESMAN BY ASSOCIATED DOCTORS LIFE AND HEALTH INSURANCE 

COMPANY, TIMES BUILDING, HUNTSVILLE. HE ADVISED HE HAS NOT 

3EEN OUT OF HUNTSVILLE AREA AND NOT OUT OF THE STATE SINCE 

DECEMBER, SIXTYSEVEN. HE WAS WORKING IN HUNTSVILLE AREA 

SELLING INSURANCE ON DAYS IN QUESTION. 

JAMES MALONE, MANAGER, ASSOCIATED DOCTORS LIFE AND 

END PAGE THREE 
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• 
PAGE FJUR 

HEALTH INSURANCE COMPANY VERIFIED WIL3URN'S PRESENCE IN 

!-UNTSVILLE ON APRIL TH~EE THROUGH SIX, SIXTYEIGHT, THROUGH 

COMPM~Y DAILY PRODUCTION REPORTS AND PERSONAL RECOLLECTION. 

WILBURN PRESENTLY 0'.•nJS NINETEEN YFOUR CADILLAC WHITE 

OVER RED BEARING SIXTYEIGHT LICENSE FOUR SEVEN-

TiiREE SEVEN EIGHT ONE FIVE IS DESCRIBED AS WHITE l'r:ALE, 

AGE FORTYNINE, DOB 
L__ ______________ ~ 

FIVE FEET NINE INCHES, ONE SIX ZERO TO ONE SIX FIVE POUNDS, 

MEDIUM BUILD, RUDDY COMPLEXION, HAIR COMPLETELY GRAY, 

CREW CUT AND BALDING, E~ES UE, 1JEARS DARK RIMMED GLASSES, 

IS MARRIED TO THIRD WIFE JOYCE. HE HAS THREE GROWN ~ILDREN. 

ELDEST SON, ESMOND JR. RES IDES HU NT.SVILLE, AND EMP_y,{ED AS 

PATROLMAK BY HUNTSVILLE PD. SECOND SON, TINKER/4ESIDES <-----
HUNTSVILLE, AND EMPLOYED AS PATROUF:'{ BY HUNTSVILLE 

PATROL1□·AUGHTER, C~NIE ~ASTER, _{'IVES WITH MOTHER, 

PACK I HOLLENDALE, FLORIDA. -
SECU RIT y 

GLADYS -

ALL MOTELS, ATHENS, ALABA:."1A, AREA RECONTACTED FOR ANY 

PERTINENT INFORMATION RE RAY'S PRESENCE IN AHTENS ON APRIL 

THREE OR FOUR, SIXTYEIGHT, WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. 

ARMED AND DANAGEROUS. 

END A ND ACK PLS. 

DND 

F3 I MEtv:PHIS 
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F3I MEMPHIS 

FBI X AN CITY 

450 

PM URGENT 5/18/68 KSW 

• 

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861, MEMPHIS, LOS ANGELES 

FR OM K A NS AS C IT Y 4 4 - 7 6 0 

MURK IN 

• 

RE LOS ANGELES TEL TO BUREAU, MAY SEVEN~N LAST. 

LOS ANGELES TIMES REPORTER GENE BLAK~::~ED THIS DATE HE 

BELIVES GRAY HOUSE, REFERRED TO BY QUOTE 803 UNQUOTE IS IN DIFFERENT 

AREA OF CITY THAN PREVIOUSLY REPORTED. AGENTS CHECKED NUMEROUS 

POSSIBILITIES BUT UNABLE TO LOCiJTE HOUSE WHERE RAY ALLEGED TO HAVE 

STAYED OVERNIGHT IN KANSAS CI Y. CHECK OF Ai:L P IVATE AIRPORTS IN 

METROPOLITAN KANSAS CITY NE ATIVE RE FLIGHT OU BY PIERCE PLANE. 

NO RECORD WILLI SAT OR FRANK BRICKLEY N KANSAS CITY INDICES. 

1>JARDE N HAR OLD S ~£ NS ON AD VISED NO PRE VI DUS I NM ATE MISS OU RI ST ATE 

PENITENTIARY NAME FRANK BRICKLEY. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

p 

ENDDND 

FBI MEMPHIS 

X 
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• F3 I ~1EM PH IS 

FBI C HARLI 

xl5 PM UR GE NT 5- 18- 68 DCC 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI, LOS A~JGELES, MEMPHIS AND MIAMI 

FROM CHARLOTTE (44-1365) 

MURK IN 

• 

RE MM AND LA TELETYPES EI~~NTH INSTANT. 

WILLIAM LINCOLN PIERCE,z;~~~ WATERS MOTEL, MAGGIE VALLEY, 

RFD wAYNESVILLE, N. C. INTERVIEWED MAY EIGHTEEN, INSTANT. 

PIERCE DENIES ANY KNOWLEDGE OF KILLING. HE DENIES KNOWING 

JAMES EARL RAY AND AFTER VIEWING RAY'S PHOTO, STATED ACQUAINTED 

WITH NO ONE WHO COULD BE IDENTICAL WITH RAY. PIERCE CLAIMED 

HE WAS ON CONCH KEY, FLA., ALL WINTER, LEAVING APRIL FIFTH, LAST, 

GOING TO RESIDENCE IN MIAMI, FLA., WHERE HE STAYED UNTIL 

COMING TO WAYNESVILLE, N. c., APRIL TEN, LAST, TO PREPARE 

HIS TOURIST COURT FOR OPENING. HE DOES NOT OWN AN AIRPLANE 

OR AIRPORT AND HAS NO F'INANICAL INTEREST IN EIGHER, NOR DOES HE 
/ 

/ 

OWN PROPERTY AT GLADE, FLA., OR VINCINITY OF _J,/4KE ~ .. 
OKEECHOBEE, F • HE DENIED KNOW JG·•'SAMUEL LEWISVEDDIE WIL3URNV 

DAN THOM PS 0. GARRIS ON HAS NO RELATIVES NAMED ;,HL3URN. ·--------HE HAS NEVER BEEN A MEMBER OF OR ASSOCIATED WITH MEMBERS OF THt: 

KKK. 

END PAGE ONE 
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CE 44-1365 

PASE TWO 

riR. PIERCE VOLUNTEERED INFORMATION THAT SEVERAL YEARS 

AGO, A SMALL JUDGMENT WAS FILED AGAINST HIM IN MIAMI, FLA., 

ON A DEBT OF ANOTHER WILLIAM PIERCE, WHO WAS IN THE CATTLE 

BUSINESS IN 3ELLE GLADE, FLA., AND PAHOKEE, FLA., AREA, BOTH 

LOCATED NEAR LAKE OKEECHOBEE. HIS ATTORNEY, THOMAS TEASLEY, 

CORAL GABLES SAVINGS AND LOAN 5UILDING, CORAL GABLES, FLA., 

MAY HAVE THE ADDRESS OF THAT WILLIAM PIERCE. 

LOS ANGELES FURNISHED INFORMATION THAT WILLIAi"iJ PIERCE, 

BELLE GLADE, FLA., WAS PERSON REFERRED TO BY CONFIDENTIAL 

INFORMANT "BOB." 

MIAMI ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY WILLIAM PIERCE OWNING PROPERTY 

IN BELLE GLADE, FLA., OR VICINITY OF LAKE OKEECHOBEE, FLA., 

AND CONDUCT REi'.;}UESTED INVESTIGATION. 

EN 

LFB 

FBI MEMPHIS 

X 
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F3I MEMPHIS 

?? 

FBI DETROIT 

• 
624 PM EDST LRGENT 5-18-68 VMC 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), LOS ANGELES (44-1574) AND 

MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

FROM DETROIT (44-989) 2P 

MURK IN 

RE DETROIT PHONE CALL TO BUREAU, INSTANT; DETROIT/TEL 

TO DIRECTOR, MAY EIGHTEEN INSTANT; LA TEL TO DIREcr/4' MAY 

SEVENTEEN, LAST; LA TIMES INFORMANT - "803" LNU./ 

LT. FERGUSON, RECORDS OFFICER, FCI, MILAN, MICH., RECONTACTED 

THIS DATE RE SAM LEWIS, AND ADVISED LE 1AIIS RELEASED IN NINETEEN 

TI-! IRT YE IGHT, AND 

ONE. 

IND IC ATE ONE SAMUEL LE WI 

INSTITUTION NUMBER ONE 
\ 

INSTITUTION NUMBER FIVE FOUR FIVE 

THOROUGH CHECK OF AVAILABLE RECORDS 

REL ✓AS-ED IN NINETEEN FORTY SIX WAS ASSIGNED 

SEVEN FOUR M. RECORDS ALSO NOTED 

A CHARLES SAMUEL LEWIS IN SIXTYTWO, AT WHICH TIME HE 

1~AS AGE TWENTYTHREE. CHARLES SAMUEL LE 1.HS WAS ASSIGNED INSTITUTION 

NJMBER Y TWO TWO SIX NI~'E TWO MM. 

END PAGE ONE 

HE WAS I NC ARCE RATED ON DYER ACT 

;---~~-~ / 1/ f 1
/ ~,f {~ ',(~ -. 7,~)/.f 

Jy f) 
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PAGE TWO 

DE 44-989 

• • 

(}{ ARGE. lE WIS' HOME WAS LISTED AS TOLEDO, OHIO. FORE GO I NG 

BEING FURNISHED FOR ADDITIONAL INFO RE LEWIS. 

CONTINUING EFFORTS BEING MADE TO RESOLVE INFO RECEIVED FROM 

"303," AND BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED. 

END. 

DND 

AM COPIES FURNISHED BIRMINGHAM AND KANSAS CITY. 

FBI l'EM PH IS 
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• • 
F3I MEMPHIS 

FBI AL3 ANY 

942 PM URGENT 5/18/68 WEB 

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861, LOS ANGELES 44-1574 AND MEMPHIS 44-1987 

F'R OM ALB ANY 44-4 93 
/ 

MURK IN 

RE LA TEL TO DIRECTO EIGHTEEN, INSTANT. 

INVESTIGATION .O.L3A, DIVISION RESULTED IN LOCATION OF 

RAYMOND A~:DRE ;.v YOU NG MASSENA, N. Y., 

srx FT., ONE SEVEN ZERO L3S ., BR01.~N EYES AND HAIR, MEDIUM 3UILD 

AND COMPLEXION, FORMERLY IN USMC, ALCOHOLIC, AT YMCA, SYRACUSE, 

N.Y. YOUNG NOT IDENTICAL WITH JAMES EARL i Y. WAS IN MASSENA, 

N. Y. ON APR IL FOUR, LAST. 

YOUNG REGISTERED AT CLARK HOTEL LOS ANGELES, APRIL 

~VENTEEN, LAST AND STAYED FOR ONE DAY ONLY. WAS IN BAH, 

NAME NOT RECALLED, IN VICINITY OF CLARK HOTEL wHERE HE MET AN 

INDIVIDUAL 1,mo·s NAME HE DOES NOT RE.:CALL, DESCRI3ED AS WM, 

THIRTYTHREE - THIRTYFOUR YRS., FIVE FT. ELEVEN, ONE SEVEN F'IV:E 

TO ONE EIGHT ZERO L3S., DARK 3ROWN HAIR, HANDSOME, WHO STATED 

HE LIVED OFF GIRLS AND iJJAS THEN GOING WITH A GIRL WHo·s FATHER 

OWNED A DRUGSTORE IN LOS ANGELES. HE STATED THIS MAN ASKED 

HIM WHETHER HE WAS IDENTICAL WITH JAMES EARL RAY WHO SHOT 

END PAGE ONE 
.;i-141'1-~/~h: -- tld;'// 

SEARCHED ................ INDEXl:.D .... t:-J····--·· 
SERlALIZED .... .(.J ... .FILED •• !.). ············· 

~~11· 1 1 -~ 19o'18 ft1,·1 ! ' ' 

FBI - MEMPHIS 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PA3E TWO 

AL 44-4 93 

MART IN LUTHER KI NG. 

• • 

YOUNG STATED HE COULD RECALL MEETING NO ONE ELSE WHILE 

~AYING AT CLARK HOTEL AND DID NOT RECALL MENTIONING TJ ANYONE 

ELSE HE STAYED AT CLARK HOTEL, ALTHOUGH WHILE DRINKING HE MAY 

HAVE MENTIONED BEING ASKED IF HE WERE IDENTICAL WITH JAMES EARL 

RAY. 

YOUNG STATED HE IS PRESENTLY EMPLOYED DDCKTORS PET CENTER, 

FAIRMOUNT FAIR SHOPPING CENTER, SYRACUSE, N.Y. WHERE HE ANTICIPATES 

FEMAINING FOR THREE MONTHS. 

I ND I VIDU AL ABOVE BAR. 

T ATED HE DID NOT 

HE WILL ATTEMPT TOZEC 
1

L NAME OF 

BRICKLEY, FRANK WILLIAM 

BRICKLEY R l.EAMONT ANDERSON WHITE. I ND IV ID U AL I N 3 AR 

MIGHT BE IDENTICAL WITH BOB BRICKLEY. 

DND 

FBI tl'!EMPHIS 
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... . . 
F3I MEMPHIS • • 
F'.3 I MI AM I 

10:24 PM UR 13E NT 5 / ll3 /6 8 RML 

TO DIRECTOR, TAMPA, LOS ANGELES, AND ~EMPHIS 

FROM '.~I AM I (44- 1854) 5 P 

MURK IN. CR. 

RE LOS ANGELES TEL TO DIRECTOR, MAY SEVENTEEN LAST; MIAMI 

TEL TO DIRECTOR, MAY EIGHTEEN INSTANT; D LOS ANGELES TEL TO DI~ECTOR 

MAY EIGHTEEN INSTANT. 

BENJAMIN LAR NARD THOM PS ON, JR., MI A'.'H, ADVISED THAT HIS FATHER, 

BENJAMIN LARNARD THOMPSON, SR., DIED NOVEMBER, SIXTYSEVEN, AND THAT 

HIS FATHEI~ HAD BEEN SEMI-RETIRED SINCE NINETEEN FIFTYF'OUR FROM C0;1rt.~R­

C IAL FISHING AFTER SUSTAINING HEART CONDITION. 

THOMPSON ADVISED HE HAS 3EEN EMPLOYED WITH AERODEX, MIMlI, SINCE 

MARCH, SIXTYSEVEN, AND HAS BEEN ON THE THREE PM - MIDNIGHT SHIFT SINCE 

JANUARY, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT. 

THOMPSON ADVISED HE WAS NOT OUT OF MIAMI AREA DURING THE PERIOD 

APRIL THREE THROUGH TWELVE LAST AND WAS W'.)RKING AT AERODEX DURING THIS 

PER I OD. 

THOMPSON ADVISED HE FORMERLY WORKED AS COMMERCIAL FISHERMAN FOR 

EAST COAST FISHERIES, MIAMI, FLA., AND PRIOR TO AUGUST, NINETEEN SIXTY­

SIX, HE HAD OWNED THREE SEPARATE BOATS DURING VARIOUS INTERVALS IN 

THE PAST FIVE YEARS IN WHICH HE FISHED OFF FLORIDA KEYS, ~10STLY FOR 

LOBSTERS. 

END PAGE ONE 
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• • 
MM 44-1854 

PAGE TWO 

11{.JMPS ON STATED APPROXIMATELY FOUR YEARS AGO HE WAS ARRESTED 

3Y 3~ITISH GOVT. FOR FISHING IN BAHA.l'tlIAN WATERS. HIS ARREST RECEIVED 

A GREAT DEAL OF PUBLICITY IN MIA~! NEWSPAPERS. 

THQMPSON ADVISED HE WAS OUT OF STATE OF FLA. ONCE DURING HIS 

ENT IRE LIFETIME, THAT BE I NG DU RI NG HIGH SCHOOL WHEN HE VISITED N£ 1.v 

YORK CITY. 

HE EMPHATICALLY DENIED ANY KNOWLEDGE REGARDING THIS MATTER 

AND NEVER HEARD OF THE NAMES WILBURN, PIERCE OR KNEW ANYONE wHO OWNED 

MOTEL OR AIRPLANE. 

THOMPSON ADVISED IT WAS COMPLETE MYSTERY TO HIM AS TO HOW HIS 

NAME WAS BEING UTILIZED IN THIS MATTER. / 

HE STATED THAT HE HAD A RELATIVE WHO IS A ~RCIAL F!SHER~AN 

IN MARATHON, FLA., BY THE NAME OF RONNY PIERCE, AGE THIRTY FIVE. 

ROBERT OPP, SECURITY OFFICER, AERODEX, MIAMI, ADVISED THAT ALL 

PERSONNEL RECORDS AND TIME CARDS AT AERODEX WILL BE UNAVAILABLE UNTIL 
; 

MORNING OF MAY TWENTY NEXT. 
/ 

/ 
CITY DIRECTORIES, MARATHON, AND KEY WEST, NEGATIVE RE 

BENJAMIN THOMPSON. KEY WEST CITY DIRECTORY NEGAT RE RONALD PIERCE. 

MARATHON CITY DIRECTORY LISTS A RONALD K. PIERCE, FISHERMAN. 

END PAGE TWO 
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• • 
MM 44-1854 

PAGE THREE 

INVESTIGATION MARATHON, FLA., DETERMINED RONALD K. PIERCE~ 

FORTYFIVE, IS AN INDIGENT LOBSTER FISHERMAN WHO IS MARRIED, HAS FIVE 

CHILDREN AND WHO SUPPLEMENTS HIS FISHING INCOME BY WORKING PARTTIME 

PS A MECHANIC. PIERCE IS A LIFELONG RESIDENT OF MARATHON, FLA., '>JHO 

SELDOM LEAVES THE FLORIDA KEYS. PIERCE DOES NOT HOLD A PILOT'S LICENSE 

HAS NO INTEREST IN ANY AIRPORT AND DOES NOT OWN A PLANE. PIER8E 

HAS NEVER BEEN A BUILDER AND HAS HAD NO AFFILIATIONS IN CUBA, DOES NOT 

KNOW EDDIE WIL3URN AND HAS NEVER BEEN A MEMBER OF ANY KKK GROUP. 

INVESTIGATION AT PA~E AND BELLE GLADE, FLA., INDICATES THAT 

A WILLIAM L. PIERCE, w/4E MALE, AGE FIFTYEIGHT, EMPLOYED AT BELLE 

GLADE AS A WELDER AT TRUE FLOW, INC., FORMERLY OWNED SOME CATTLE AND A U 

CLASS MIGRANT LABORER BOARDING HOUSE WHICH HE WAS FORCED TO GIVE UP INS 

TEEN SIXTYSEVEN FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES. DOES NOT OWN A PLANE AND 

DOES NOT FLY. PIERCE IS NOT RELATED TO OR ACQUAINTED WITH EDDIE 

WILBURN AND IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH ANY KKK ORGANIZATION. PIERCE 

HAD BEEN WEALTHY FOR A SHORT TIME OVER TWENTY YEARS AGO WHEN HE 

INVENTED A HEMP ROPE MANUFACTURING MACHINE WHICH WAS LATER BOUGHT 

3Y BATISTA SUPPORTERS IN CUBA. NO OTHER WILLIA."vl L. PIERCE'S 

LOCATED IN THE PAHOKEE OR BELLE GLADE AREA. 

END PAGE THREE 
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MM 44-1854 

PAGE FOUR 

INVESTIGATION 

CL I FF ORD PE ARCE , 

• 
FL A., I ND IC ATES THAT LELAND 

• 7 
AGE FIFTY, OWNS PROPERTY AND SEVERAL COTTAGES 

AND IS A LAND DEVELOPER IN THE BUCKHEAD RIDGE SECTION OF OKEECHOBEE. 

PEARCE WAS A FORMER CATTLE OWNER IN THE OKEECHOBEE AREA AND SOLD 

CADTLE TO CUBA AND SOUTH AMERICA IN NINETEEN FIFTYSIX. PEAKCE 

DOES NOT OWN A PRIVATE PLANE AND DOES NOT FLY. HE IS NOT ACQUAINTED 

WITH JIM GARRISON AND IS NOT RELATED TO EDDIE WIL3URN. PEARCE 

DOES NOT KNOW ANYONE NAMED BEN THOMPSON AND IS NOT A MEMBER OF THE 

KKK. PEARCE WAS IN THE OKEECHOBEE AREA ON APRIL THREE - TEN, NINE-

TEEN SIXTYEIGHT. PEARCE VIEWED PHOTOS OF JAMES EARL RAY AND WAS 

UNABLE TO IDENTIFY. . - /_,/ 

PEARCE OF OPINION THAT JOHN THOMAS BOWLES 7ACTIVE KKK MEi.ViBER 

IN THE UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA CUKA>, OKEECHOBEE, FLA., SU3JECT 

OF MIAMI FILES ONE FIVE SEVEN - ONE NINE ONE ZERO AND ONE SEVEN 

THREE - ONE SEVEN TWO AND BUREAU FILES ONE FIVE SEVEN - SEVEN FOUR 

ONE SEVEN AND ONE SEVEN THREE - FOUR FIVE EIGHT NINE, COULD POSSI3LY 

HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN CAPTIONED MATTER. BOWLES DESCRISED AS W/M, 

D03 AT Kit-.1ERVILLE, FLA., HEIGHT FIVE FT. 

1EN IN., WEIGHT ONE THREE EIGHT LBS., FBI NO. THREE TWO ONE - NINE 

TWO EIGHT - C. PEARCE BELIEVES BOWLES MAY BE INVOLVED BECAUSE 

BOWLES'S PRIVATE PLAE GONE FROM OKEECHOBEE AREA AT INTERVALS FROM 

APRIL FOUR TO APRIL EIGHT, LAST. 

END PAGE FOUR 
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MM 44-1854 

PAGE FIVE 

BOWLES INTERVIEWED AND STATED HE WAS AT CALLAHAN DENTAL 

LA30RATORY, ARMENIA AVE., TAMPA, FLA., TEL NO. NINE THREE TWO -

THREE ZERO EIGHT FIVE, ONE APRIL THIRD, FORTH, AND SIXTH, LAST, 

HAVING DENTURE WORK DONE. THIS STORY NOT VERIFIED 3Y INTERVIEWS 

WITH HIS W IF£ AND BROTHER-IN-LAW. 8 OWLES STATES HE IS IN SYMPATHY 

WITH THE ASSASSIN OF KING AND WOULD LIKE TQ SHAKE THE HAND OF THOSE 

RESPONSIBLE. BOWLES HAS PRIVATE PLANE AND FLIES REGULARLY. 

MANAGES THE RIDGE APARTMENTS, BUCKHEAD RIDGE, OKEECHOBEE, FLA., AND 

IS ALSO A FISHING PARTY GUIDE. BOWLES DOES NOT KNOW EDDIE WILBURN, 

JIM GARRISON, OR A BEN THOMPSON i>JHO OWNS BOATS. HE STATED HE DID 

~T FLY KING"S ASSASSIN ANYWHERE AND WAS IN NO WAY INVOLVED WITH 

ASSASSINATION PLOT. BOWLES NOT WEALTHY. INVESTIGATION CONTINUING 

MI AM I. 

TAMPA, INTERVIEW APPROPRIATE INDIVIDUALS AT CALLAHAN DENTAL 

LABORATORY TO DETERMINE SPECIFIC DATES AND TIMES JOHN BOWLES THEHE 

FROM MARCH TWE NTYE IGHT TO APRIL TWELVE, NINETEEN SIXT YE I GHT. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

CORR: PGE 5 LI NE S WD 5 --- ON WD 8 ---FOU HTH 

END 

CORR PAGE THREE LINES 11 AND 12 PLS LAST WDS ARE OVERLAPPED 

(}( THEY ARE·-- LINE 11 -- Lm\i LINE 12 -- NINE-

CJ< TKS 

DND 

FBI MEMPHIS 
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 5/18/68 

Transmit the following in __________ P_L_A_I_N_T_E_XT _________ ---, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ---=T=E=L=E=T_,,.Y..,._P..,,,E=------ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

-----------------------------------· ____________ L _______ -

TO: 

FROM: 

MEMPHIS (AIR MAIL) 
LOS ANGELES 

KNOXVILLE (44-696) 

MURKI: LOS ANGELES. TELL: MAY SEVENTEEN LAST. 

EDNA B. WILBURN/2w:-~~GHT ZERO EIGHT EAST THIRTY-NINTH 

STREET, CHATTANOOGA, HIS SISTER, AND JOHN DOVE~R THREE 
/ 

_,,,,/" 

ZERO TWO NI H AVENUE, CHATTANOOGA, A FRIEND, REPORTED FRANK 

BRICKLEY CHATTANOOGA AREA CONSTANTLY FOR OVER TWO MONTHS 

UNTIL TWO WEEKS PREVIOUS WHEN HE LEFT THE AREA BY BUS. HIS 

WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN, BUT HE HAS PHONED HIS MOTHER AT ROSS­

VILLE, GEORGIA SINCE LEAVING. MRS. WILBURN SAID HER HUSBAND 

HAS MARRIED SISTERS AT HUNTSVILEE, ALABAMA BUT NO RELATIVES 

THERE WITH WILBURN SURNAME. REPORT BRICKLEY HAS ONLY ONE 

BROTHER, ROY JR., WHO IS LIVING AT ROSSVILLE AND WORKING AT 

CHATTANOOGA. NO FRIEND OR ASSOCIATE OF BRICKLEY WITH NAME 

BOB IS KNOWN TO THEM. 

_/_.-.--~-.:\,rRMPHIS (AIR MA IL) 

\ ~~lf 
. (2) 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) - •. 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ----------------:--,------------< 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

KX 44-696 

PAGE TWO 

NO ADDITIONAL ARREST RECORD LOCATED MAY EIGHTEEN INSTANT 

AT CHATTANOOGA POLICE DEPARTMENT EXCEPT DRUNK ARREST FEBRUARY 

FOUR NINETEEN SIXTY-SEVEN. HE WAS THEN DESCRIBED AS WHITE 

MALE AMERICAN, THIRTY, HEIGHT - SIXTY-NINE INCHES, ONE HUNDRED 

FORTY-FIVE POUNDS, BROWN HAIR, BROWN EYES, OCCUPATION - LABORER. 

NO ARREST RECORD FOR ROY BRICKLEY, JR., ROBERT OR BOB 

BRICKLEY, OR ANY OTHER FRANK BRICKLEY LOCATED. NO RECORD 

LOCATED AT CREDIT BUREAU OF CHATTANOOGA INSTANT DATE FOR THESE 

NAMES. 

END. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent _____ ~ M Per 
Special Agent in Charqe 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

,, 

FBI 

··.Date: 

.. 
Transmit the following in --------~-----,-------:--,--------...:..,_--i 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via--------~-
(Priority) I 

---------- ------------- ·-----------------------L-----~-

TO INDIAi\JP.F'OLIS, ATLANTE°>, LOU! SVILLE• • 

FROi-1 Kf\JOXVILLE 

MURKIN 

L14- 69 6 

FIE KNOXVILLE TELETYPE TO BUREAU, INDIAi\ll;iPOLIS AND OTHE!'< 

OFFICES MAY EIGHTEEN INSTJ--\NT 0 

THE REFERENCED LOS ANGELES TELETYPE OF MAY SEVENTEEN LAST 

IS AS FOLLOvJs ••• 

"RE LOS E\N GEL ES PHONE CALL TO BUREAU M.P,Y SEVEN TEEN INSTANT. 

RE LOS ANGELES TIMES INFORMP.NT -"BOB" LNLJ. 

l!JILLIAM THOMAS, CITY EDITOR, LOS P..NGELES TIMES, 

TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED SAC LOS ANGELES TODAY AND 

ADVISED PAPER HAD INFORMATION t·/HICH THEY FELT MIGHT BE OF 
' 

.6.SSI STANCE TO FBI IN THIS M/'TER• SAC l•JESLEY G• GRAPP 

A\iD SUPERVISOR WILLIAM J01 NOLAN CONTA~TED MR. THOMAS 

PND REPORTER JERRY COHEN/AT LOS ANGELES TIMES OFFICE• THEY 
. ------

ADVISED EARLY IN THE WEEK, MONDAY OR TUESDAY, THE PAPER 

HAD BEEN TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED BY AN INDIVIDUAL WHO SAID HE 

HAD INFORMATION CONCEJ~[\JING \,JHAT ACTUALLY,HAD TA!<EN PLACE IN 

OJNNECTION ltJITH THE DEATH OF' MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. /~j;.~:,~,,,,!~_,L'· V ':~-<l 
ADV! SED THEF/E 1:JERE THREE OR FOUR TELEPHONE CALL sf ~\J~O F(E 1/ - -- . ,, 

MADE NOTES DURING .THE C,6.LLS, P>.ND ON THE EVENIN~F-,~A,Y. .... Sl~!fgiiN°"':', ...... .. 
\ ' _, .... ,(.':)._. _1_ '.,•"'/~:--J,., ...... . 

END PAGE ONE .;,;, 
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PAGE H!O ... 
SIXTY EIGHT, HE AND,/JERRY COHEN MET THIS INDIVIDUAL AT P, BAR• 

HE ADVISED THE INDIVIDUAL GAVE THE NJ'.lJ1lE QUOTE 808 UNC--JUOTE, NO 

L.6.ST NhME, DESCRIBED AS HJ ,·lIDDLE THiiHIE.S, DECENT LOOKii\JG 

FELLOl·.', J'.l.ND APPAREi\JTLY Ht'.\D BEEN IN SEVERAL PENITENTif-\.fHES, AS 

HE KNEW THE LANGUAGE VERY WELL• THOMAS ADVISED THE PAPER HAD 

I 
TAKEN NO OVERT STEPS IN ATTEMPTING TO VERIFY THE STORY BUT 

DID HAVE REPORTERS IN KP1NSAS CITY, MEt-'JPHIS, HUNTSVILLE, ,·lIN-H 

?fJD BimlJINGHAM, AND HE HAD INSTRUCTED THE REP02TEl~S TO 

CONTACT THE LOCAL FBI OFFICE AND MAKE THIS HffO!'.:;MATIO;\J, AS 

SET FORTH IN HIS NOTES, AVAILABLE. HE ADVISED FURTHER 

HE CONTEMPLATED MAKING THIS INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO ATTORNEY 

GEi\J EFIAL RAi1i SEY CLARK. HE ADVISED HIS SOLE . PU RPO SE 1:/i--\S TO GET 

P, STORY OUT OF THE MATERIAL, BUT DID l\lQT 1.-.'ISH TO INTERFERE 

IN ANY FBI INVESTIGATIO,\J. 

HE DVISED DURHJG HIS MEETI(\JG \•JITH QUOTE BOB U\JQUOTE 

HS GOT F!~Oi"1 808 ,0\ BUS TICKET DATED APRIL SEVEN, SIXTY EIGHT, 

O,-.J A Gf~EYHOUND BUS FROr-l Ki'JOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, TO LOS Ai\JGELES, 

CALIFORNIP., \·/HICH TICKET \·.'f.\S ISSUED BY SOUTHEJ~N GF:EYHOU[\JD AT 

KNOXVILLE ON f\Pl?IL SEVE.'li, SI>:TYEI GHT Ai\JD HMJ THE [\Jlli"1BERS 

THf.'.EE SPACE ZERO ZERO ZEr<O EIGHT TVJO nm T 1i.'0 N rn E SP/'.l.CE FO UF: 
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PAGE THREE 

TL·O. TRAi\JSPO:HATIOi'J i·JAS FFWM }<NOXVILLE TO MEMPHIS, MEi'iPHIS 

TO EL PSO, THEN TO LOS At\JGELES. HE ADVISED HE HD GI VEi"\J 

CUOTE 808 UNQUOTE ONE HU:✓ DRED DOLLARS FO:~ THE TICl-<ET Ar\JD THIS 

I,\J FO F,MATION AND DID NOT E>(PECT TO HE:Ai-; F ROi·l HIM !-\GAIN, AS 

QUOTE BOB UNQUOTE Si-\ID HE NEEDED THE MONEY TO LEAVE T0 1:,N. 

SET FORTH FOR THE INFORMATION OF RECEIVING OFFICES ARE 

THE 1\JO TES AS TYPED UP BY THOMAS CONCERNING HIS IN TER\JI E \1J OF 

"BO 8". 

PAGE ONE 

ONE. THE DAY BEFORE THE SHOOTINC., PIC!{ED UP H\J 

. ATHEN, ALP.SP.MA, AND v!AS T_/-'ll<EN TO MEM/:-HI s. 

TWO ■ HE REGISTEREb IN ROOMING HOUSE ■ ANOTHER MAN 

REGISTERED AS SAMUEL LEWIS ■ FAREN LEWIS WAS SUPPOSED TO BE 

Bf'1Cl<UP M.C\:'1, KILL !<ING AT FU\LLY THAT 1\JIGHT IF R!W IIJISSED HIS 

CHA:,J CE ON THE BJ'.'.LCONY. ?!\REN. 

THRi::E 0 AFTER SHOOTING KING, RAY WALKED TWO OR THREE BLOCKS 

TO THE GETAl:.J!.\Y CAR, AC COM P,l\N I ED BY A GIRL .C\N D A GUY. THE CAR 

IS A NEW BLUE BUICK, WITH ALABAMA PLATES. FIRST DIGITS ARE 

r3ELIEVED TO BE Oi\Ji:: FOUi~- C.C1R IS Ol1h\JED .6.ND \•iAS DRIVE1\J BY EDDIE 

WILBURN OF HUNTSVILLE, ALA ■ IT IS EQUIPPED-WITH A POLICE 

END PAGE THF~EE 
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F.ll.GE FOUR 

T~ADIO. PAR EN SECOi\J D M/211\J STAYED OVEi'<N I GHT, TOOK EAF;L Y BUS TO 

KNOXVILLE. PAi'<EN • 

FOUi~• J-:;AY, HJO GH:LS Ai'-JD A CHILD \•JERE DF:IVE[\J OUT OF 

i·1E:'1PHIS BY i·HLBURN IN THE BI_LJE BUICK. \·iEi\JT TO KANSAS CITY• 

TRIP TOOK SIX AND Q;\JE HALF .HOURS• Gil-:;LS, CHILD, \HLBUR,\J 

.P.LL FROM HUNTSVILLE• 

FIVE• IN KANSAS CITY, RAY STAYED OVEF~i'liGHT AT A HOME. 

IT IS A SMALL, GRAY, SHINGL~D, ONE-BEDROOM HOUSE ABOUT THREE 

MILES FROM CENTRAL KANSAS CITY• PAREN WE HAVE ROUGH LOCATION• 

SIX• AT DUSK THE NEXT DAY PAREN AP~IL FIVE PAREN RAY WAS 

FLO 1 
•. •JN TO BELLE GLADE, FLORI DA, IN A PRI VAT£ PLAN_£. TOO!-< OFF 

F~OM PRIVATE FIELD, ALSO GSED AS TRAINING FIELD FOR MILITARY• 

RAY ARRIVED EARLY APRIL SIX• 

SEVEN. PL.P,i\JE IN \•fr!ICH F:.AY t•JAS FLOt.-!i\J IS Ot·!t\JED BY A \·!ILLIA:'1 

PIEF·;CE, P.. \•JEALTHY MAi\J \•.JHO Ol•JNS OF; OPEF-:ATES AN AIRPORT IN BELLE 

G!-P,.DE, AND ONCE m·JNED A cot,JTRACTING COMPANY IN c'uaA •• NOT KNO'i!,\J 

l·Jr-{ETHER PIEF:CE FLEv.' THE PL.P,NE. PIEi~CE .ll.LSO 01:Ji\JS MOTE:L IN 

Bl.::LLE GLADE AND COTTAGES ON THE LAKE IN NEi\ffflY Ol-<EECHOBEE 

P..C\F/EN OR MAYBE Oi\J NEAi;;BY LN<E O!<EECHOBEE Pl\i:.:EN. PIH:CE SAID 

i:N D PAGE FOUR 
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EIGHT ■ THEORY: RAY STAYED IN MOTEL OR IN COTTAGE ■ MAY 

i3E STILL THERE 0~ I1\J CUBA ■ 

NINE ■ Oi\J APRIL ELEVE;-.J, FUW GOT ON YACHT Pf-WEN PF:OBABLY 

CHARTER BOAT PAREN IN KEY WEST ■ BOAT OWNED BY BEN THOMPSON ■ 

PAREN A BEN THOMPSON OF MIAMI OWNS THREE FISHING BOATS ■ PAREN ■ 

PP.GE HJO 

O,\JE ■ PIERCE OFTEf\J FLIES 0\-JN PRIVATE PLANE TO NE\·/ ORU::/:,NS ■ 

SAID TO KNOW DA JIM GARRISON ■ ALSO MIGHT CHECK POSSIBLE 

i:'L I GHTS IN or RECTION OF CUB.<'\ ■ 

n;o PIERCE AND i;JILBUF:i•J SAID TO BE F:ELi\TED ■ 

THREE ■ LEAD TO 1,JIU3URN MIGHT BE Vfl'J CLUi3 IN HU>JTSVILLE, 

t·.HEi~E HE IS SUPPOSED TO BE A l'1EMBEF: ■ 

FOUR ■ RIFLE IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN LEFT IN FURNACE 

OF MEi''1PHIS ROOMING HOUSE; AND IS BELIEVED STILL Ti-!Ei~E. MUST 

REFER TO BACKUP MANS WEAPON ■ 

FIVE• RAY NOW WEARING BIFOCALS ■ 

SIX• \-JHITE MUSTP.Nl:i 82:LO,\iGING TO RAY 1:Ji~S NOT IN /·1EMPHIS 

0:--J D!W OF KING SLP.Yii\JG, !-Jrn l-iE DID NOT E:SC!-\PE Il\J IT ■ 

P~ESU~ABLY IT NEVER LEFT GEORGIA IN APRIL ■ 

Ei-.J D PP,GE FI VE 
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P/-\GE SIX 

SE:VEN. ON THE DAY OF THE KILLING PAREi\l APRIL FOUR PAt\Ei\J 

~AY MADE PHONE ALLS FROM MEMPHIS TO BELLE GLADE. CALLS 

BELIEVED TO BE MADE FROM A BUS STATION ■ 

EIGHT• IN THE,WEEKS BEFORE THE KILLING, RAY STAYED 

;\l Ii\l E. STO FIY OF PAYOFFS VEF.:Y COM PL I CATE·D. ',JILBURN 

SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN PAID OFF IN RENO. NIGHT BEFORE KILLING, 

SJi·iEBODY HIT A }{ENO TICl<ET FOFi HJEi\JTYFI\JE THOUS.C\ND DOLLARS 

IN CAL-NEVA LODGE. RIGGED, TO PASS THE MONEY ■ DONE WITH 

KNO~LEDGE OF CHARLIE CATE, SIX EIGHT EIGHJ ZERO PEBBLE BEACH 

Dfd\/E, REi\JO, l•jHO fWNS P. SHIFT AT CAL-NEVA ■ THEi•~ THERE IS 

C.::EN Pf-'IREi~ OR JACK PAi~EN STUF;GI S OF ST• LOUIS, (,ji-{Q USED TO 1.-!0l~:f< 

Oi\J SECOND STf~EET, EENO • CAME Ii\l TO MO~J EY • ANOTHER QUOTE 

(')J[\)TACT ■ UNOUOTE• 

PAGE THREE - LOS ANGELES ■ 

ONE. RAY SOMEBODY STAYED IN CLARK HOTEL, 000M SEVEN ZE?O 

ZEi~O, ON P,F'RI L SEVEi\JTEEN 0/'.>.SH EI GHTEEi~. 

TWO ■ LAMONT WHITE, WHO WORKS FOR WESTERN UNION IN LOS 

.P,\JGt.:LES ■ H?\.S SENT MONEY TO LOUISIANA. BOLiG!--:T n:o PISTOLS 

U\JDER HIS i\JN-1E ■ THEY f~EALLY \•JENT TO FR.l.\i\Jl,( BF:ICXLEY OF CHATTAi\JOOGA, 

E.'JD PAGE SIX 

/ 
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THREE ■ HAROLDS CAFE PAREN FIVE FIVE FIVE SOUTH MAIN 

?.4?.Ei-J. F?AY BARTENDEF~ THEi;;E FOF! 1:.'EEK OF1 SO. ClUEEF: BAF~. GUY 

~AMED CONNIE KNOWS HIM THERE ■ 

/2ISSOLJRI, NOW LIVES IN NORTH HOLLYWOOD. HAS MONEY ■ MOTHER 

MA~RIED, LIVES IN COMPTON, DRIVES A PURPLE PONTIAC CONVERTIBLE ■ 

NO~ LIVES AT EIGHT ONE T00 SOUTH WESTLAKE, LOS ANGELES, WITH 

MAN WHO OWNS A BAR ■ SHE IS BLOND, ABOUT THIRTYEIGHT ■ 

rOUl< - MOlE SUPPLE:tliEf\JTAL DATA: 

ONE ■ TELEPHONE CREDIT CARD SUPPOSEDLY USED BY RAY WAS 

i'1!.c.'.-1E OF ;u DELL PAREi\J f\JO FL~:ST NAME PAF:EN Of< ,0,, ROBEl<T £3f~INXLEY• 

fdDE:LL RE?ORTEF: LIVES IN rt!\i·:Pfi'. l·iOODS, l-lICH• Cf',LLS ON CP.~W 

T'.·JO ■ SP,>lUEL LE::JIS, SECOi•~D :VLC\i\J h.J F:OO[·lHJG HOUSE, DISCf--iAr-<GED 

NINETEEN SIXTY THREE FROM MILAN, MICH. ALSO SERVED TIME IN 

END PAGE SEVEN 
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f:E:COED OF LEl·JI s. Pt-'\:~E.}J. 

THOMAS ADVISED THAT IN RELATION TO ITEM FIVE, PAGE ONE, 

OF HIS NOTES, THIS HOUSE IS LOCATED OFF A MAIN STREET STARTIN~ 

F:-:O 1vJ DO 1:!N TO 1::i\J 1-<Ai\J SAS CI TY, MI SSOUFn, DI REC TI Ol'J UNKN O 1:J,~, AND 

FROM THE MAIN STREET A SMALLER STREET GOES TO THE LEFT, ~HICH 

~,Tf\EET HP.S ,6, ~-JESTEm.J u;''1!0N BUILDING LOC!-\TED ·m~ IT J'.IJrn GOES, 

Gfr;' FROM THE MP.VJ STREET rn T;--IE FOf.:M OF ,0.. STEEP HILL- H/0 

T:J T,-L<1::E MILES UP T:-{E HILL Di'~ TH:::: LEFT !:.RE LOC{).TED NICE LOOXING 

APA~T~ENTS, BRO~NISH IN COLOR, WHERE STLJD~NTS FROM SOME SCHOOL 

LI\/E, A1'JD JUST PF/IOJ;: TO THIS ON THE RIGHT IS THE LOC!HION OF 

L'( THE VICINITY OF THE MOVING COi✓iPP.i'JY Oi'\J THE S.C:!lliE SIDE• t-1BOUT 

',-iITn W',,'1SH/\Cl-<LE HOlJSES ON ONE: SIDE: AND \iACl1,1JT LOTS Of\J THE OTi-iE)~. 

TURNING RIGHT ON THIS STREET, THE THIRD HOUSE ON THE LEFT 

~DULD BE THE CORRECT HOUSE INVOLVED, WHICH IS OCCUPIED BY AN 

Ii'<JDIVIDUf.l.L QUOTE l.aJHO SELLS BEEF: P1ND BOOZE AFTER HOU!~S !\ND HIDE:S 

GUYS OUT• UNQUOTE• THS HOUSE IS DESC?IBED AS ONE BEDROOM, 

END PP.GE EIGHT 
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• 
NO GARAGE, DirT DRIVEWAY, SINGLE STORY ANL HAS A LARGE FREEZER 

THOMAS ADVISED FROM THE STORY RECEIVED, IT IS A 

PJSSIBILITY OLiOTE .808 UNC!UOTE IS THE S{\c'1E AS THE SAMUEL LEir!IS 

EACH RECEIVING OFFICE SHOULD CAREFULLY REVIEW THE NOTES 

p;\rn frJi,1EDIATELY ATTEMPT TO VH:IFY ANY OF THE HJFOF:MP•.TION .SST 

?O:~TH ,i\i'JD ADVISE Blii~EP.U, MEMPHIS AND LOS i\i-JGELES. 

LOS ANGELES WILL IMMEDIATELY PURSUE EFFORTS TO FROVE OR 

DISP00VE THE ALLEGATIONS SET FORTH FOR LOS ANGELES AREA• 

AIR MAIL COPIES BEING FURNISHED CINCINNATI, NEW ORLEANS, 

ST• LOUIS .6i-.JD INDIAl\JAPOLIS IN VIE\•J OF INFOR•fit\TION FUPNISHED 

IN THE NOTE.'.:,• 

AF:MED AND DANGEFWUS•" 

END 

FBI P,TL.L\N T.4 
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• 
FBI MEMPHIS 

fB I LOU IS VLE 

3:07 PM 5-20•68 URGENT BAW 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), KNOXVILLE (44-696), 

MEMPHIS (44-1987), LOS ANGELES (44-1574) 

FROM LOU IS VILLE C44• 94 7) 2P 

MURK IN 

• 

RE MEMPHIS TEL TO DIRECTOR MAY ElGHt'"'EN, LAST AND LOUISVILLE 

TEL TO MEMPHIS MAY EIGHTEEN, LAST• 

ON INSTANT DATE, C • M. BAYHI, GREYHOUND BUS 

STATION, LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY, ADVISED TICKET NO. ONE THREE 

ZEHO ZERO ZERO EIGHT TWO T1dJO TWO NINE FOUR TWO, DATED APRIL 

SEVEN, LAST, FROM KNOXVILLE TO MEMPHIS TO EL PASO TO LOS ANGELES 

IN AMOUNT OF SEVENTY DOLLARS AND THIRTY F'IVE CENTS WAS ISSUED 

BY AUGUSTA NICHOLS, DIE NO. THREE, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE. THE NUMBER 

ONE ON ABOVE IS A PRINTED NUMBER, THE REMAINDER OF THE NUMBERS 

APPEAR TO BE CARBON NUMBERS. TICKET WAS USED APR_}~ ~EVEN1~-,,_:-~S~J-1/~--y//'5-_A? 

PASSENGER LEFT KNOXVILLE AT EIGHT FIFTEEN P.M. ONYfpR{!~tv~ LAST " 

AND ARRIVED NASHVILLE AT TWELVE TWENTY FIVE A.M •. /~rt ,U;2;/f<c .,c/.tJ:,f.~ 
EIGHT, LAST. 3US DRIVER WAS JESSE G. BROWN, ~LLE;:INDEXED_ 

aiAuzED. 1· fll.£D 6 
END PAGE ONE MAY 2 C 1968-

ftsa-Mt:.MPHts 
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• ... ' 

PAGE Two 

SUS LEFT NASHVILLE ONE THIRTY A.M., APRit. EIGHT, LAST, 

AND ARRIVED IN MEMPHIS AT SIX THIRTY FIVE A.M., SAME DAT£. 

DRIVER OF SUS • BERNARD FOSTER, ~EMPHIS. 

TICKET IS STAMPED "PACKAGE CHECKED.• 

ORIGINAL FURNISHED IS BEING RETAINED BY LOUISVILLE:. 

KNOXVILLE, I NTtRVIE W AUGUSTA NICHOl..S, OBTAIN DESC RIPT ltJN 

CF PURCHASER OF TICKET, SHOW PHOTOGRAPHS. 

MEMPHIS, INTERVIE\\f BUS DRIVERS, OBTAIN DESCRIPTION or 
t.StR OF TICKET• /-""'~_.,,.., ,· 

~MPHIS, ADVISE LOUISVILLE OF DISPOSITION DESIRED OF 

TICKET. 

AIR MAIL COPY BEING SENT TO Et.. PASO WITH COPY OF 

KNOXVILLE TEL TO INDIANAPOLIS, MAY EIGHTEEN, LAST. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS• F 

OTHER Off ICES TO BE AD VISED 

ENrJ 

VAR 

f3 I ME111 PH IS 
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• 
F3 I MEMPHIS 

F3I LOS ANG 

11: 40 PM UR GE NT 5- 1 7- 6 8 REF 

TJ DIRECTOR, ATLANTA, MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM, KANSAS CITY, MIAMI, 

LAS VEGAS, DETROIT, MOBILE, KNOXVILLE, AL3ANY AND CHARLOTTE 

FROM LOS ANGELES (44- 15 74) (P) 6P 

MJRKIN / 

RE LA PHONE CALL TO BU RE AU AND LA TE 

INSTANT, RE LOS ANGELES TIMES INFORMANT: - "BOB" LNU 

FOR INFO ATLANTA, MOBILE AND ALBANY, LA TIMES HAS HAD 

CONTACT wITH ONE 303 LNU WHO SAID ~E HAD INFO CONCERNING 1>JHAT 

PCTUALLY HAD TAKEN PLACE IN CONN t,~ION WITH DEATH OF DR. KING. 

IN ADDITION TO OTHER INFO FUR 

FOLLOWING REGARDING ASPECTS 

3Y B03 LNU, HE STATED 

INVOLVING LOS ANGELES AREA: 

ONE. RAY S OME3ODY ST YED IN CLARK HOTEL, ROOM SEVEN 
/'/ 

l-UNDRED, ON APRIL 

TWO. LAMONT -----
DASH EIGHTEEN LAST. 

WORKS FOR WESTE iiN UNI O 1 LA 

HAS SENT ~ONEY TO LOUISIANA. BOUGHT 

HIS NAME. THEY REALLY WE NT TO FRANK CHAT AN OOGA, 

TENN. WHO WAS IN PRISON WITH RAY. 3RICKLEY SUPOSED TO BE HE11E. 

END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE Ti;JQ 

L~ 44-15 74 

• 

THREE. HAROLD'S CAFE~,/·fIVE FIVE FIVE SOUTH MAIN. RAY 

3ARTENDER THERE FOR 

KNOWS HIM THERE. 

ALSO 

R SO. QUEER BAR. GUY NAMED CONNIE 

ONCE WORKED TOP RAIL BAR, SEVENTH AND 

ALVARADO. RAY SUPPOSEDLY MARRIED TO HER ONCE. SHE FROM 

MISSOURI, NOW LIVES IN NORTH HOLLYWOOD. HAS MONEY. MOTHER 

tii~ARRIED, LIVES IN COMPTON, DRIVES A ?URPLE PONTIC CONVERTIBLE 

NOW LIVES AT EIGHT ONE TWO SOUTH WESTLAKE, L.A., WITH MAN WHO 

OWNS A 3AR. SHE'S B/OND, ABOUT AGE THIRTY EIGHT. 

FOLLOWING STIGATION CONDUCTED LA AREA THIS DATE. 

JACK HERD DAY MANAGER TOP RAIL BAR ADVISES WILLI SHEA 

ENTIRELY UNKNOWN. NO COCKTAIL WAITRESSES EMPLOYED BY THIS /,/ 

BAR, EXCEPT ON RARE OCCASIONS LIKE NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY. ON 

THOSE OCCASIONS, HIS OWN GIRL F RI~ND OR GIRL NAMED BERNICE DOU GLA 

WHO DOES NOT FIT DESCRIPTION OF WILLI SHEA HAS HELPED OUT AT 
/ 

BAR. MRS. NANCY BURGDORF, MN ER FOR LAST SEVENTEEN YEARS 

AT E, REPORTS NO WILLI SHEA HAS OR 

IS RESIDING AT THAT ADDRES • 

l.EAMONT ANDERSON wHI E, EFFEMINATE THIRTY SIX YEAR OLD 

t\EGRO MALE, EMPLOYED 3Y WESTERN UNION, WHO RESIDES AT THREE 

EIGHT 0~1E SEVEN GIBRALTAR AVENUE, APT. FIVE, LOS ANGELES 

END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

LA 44-15 74 

TELEPHONE T''10 0 

THREE NI NE, R 

./ 
THREE DASH TWO NINE FOUR DASH/fNE FIVE 

KNOWN FRANK BRICKLE y AGm HIS BROTHER 

BOB BRICKLE FIVE OR SIX YEARS. DURING THAT TIME FRANK HAS 

BEEN IN AND OUT OF ONE JAIL AFTER ANOTHER. BOTH FRANK AND 

BOB ARE HEAVY DRINKERS AND WHEN IN LA AREA HAVE FRE~UENTC:D 

SKIDROW BARS NEAR FIFTH AND MAIN IN DOWNTOWN LA AND SEVENTH AND 

ALVARADO NEAR WESTLAKE PARK. THEIR PARENTS RESIDE IN ROSSVILLC:, 

GEORGIA AND WHEN IN LA DURING JUNE SIXTY SEVEN THEY MADE 

CALLS FROM WHITE'S HOME TO FOLLOWING NUMBERS, ONE OF WHICH IS 

THEIR PARENTS NUMBER: 

ROSSVILLE AREA CODE FOUR ZERO FOUR 

TWO TWO NI NE DASH TWO ONE FI VE FI VE 

EIGHT SIX SIX DASH SEVEN THREE ONE 

/ 

AT/ 

KNOXVILLE, TEN!\1ESSEE CODE SIX ONE FIVE /I ,7 

FIVE TWO FOUR DASH ONE THREE ONE FIV✓( / /<- --f. ---

SWEETWATER, TENNESSEE CODE SIX ONE FIVE ,,/,,/ 

THREE THREE SEVEN DASH SEVEN SEVEN SEVEN FI VFYt,, I<'/( 
CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE CODE SIX ONE FIVE 

SIX TWO TWO DASH NINE ZERO SIX SEVEN// 
./ 

WHITE ALSO FURNISHED TWO RECIPTS FOR PURCHASE OF GUNS By HIM 

FROM WEATHERBY SPORTING GOODS, TWO SEVEN EIGHT ONE EAST FIRESTONE 

ENO PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 

LA 44-15 74 

_,/ 

• 

,/ 

//' 
3LVD., SOUTH GATE, CALIFORNIA FOR ONE BAYARD JtIIRTY TWO 

. ~,r" 

CALIBER, SERIAL NUMBER TWO {VE TWO TWO ONE''; AND BERETTA 

TWENTY-FIVE AUTOMATIC PI OL, SERIAL NUMBER EIGHT EIGHT 

SEVEN TWO EIGHT ZERO, f LUS AMMUNITION FOR EACH WEAPON. 

CLAIMS WHEN FRAJK BRICKLEY WAS LAST IN LA AREA ABOUT 

SUMMER SIXTY SEVEN B 0TH OF THESE WEAPONS DISAPPEARED FROM 

HIS RESIDENCE, AND HE SUSPECTED EITHER FRANK OR BOB BRICKLEY 

OR THEIR COUSIN, WHOSE NAME HE CAN NOT NOW RECALL, STOLE 

THEM. SAID HE HAS NEVER FILED A STOLEN REPORT. SAID ABOUT 

TWO MONTHS AGO HE GOT COLLECT CALL FROM FRANK SEEKING MONEY, 

AT WHICH TIME FRANK I ND IC ATED HE HAD JUST GOTT£ N OUT OF 

HOSPITAL WHERE WAS RECOVERING FROM UNDESCRIBED WOUND. WAS 

UNABLE AT THIS TIME TO FIND TELEPHONE COMPANY CHARGES FOR THIS 

CALL, BUT BELIEVES IT WAS FROM KNOXVILLE OR NASHVILLE, TENNESS£E. 

SAID HE IS SURE THAT NO ONE OTHER THAN FRANK OR BOB BRICKLEY 

OF POSSIBLY THEIR COUSIN, COULD HAVE BEEN IN POSSESSION OF 

INFO THAT HE HAD PURCHASED ABOVE DESCRIBED WEAPONS OR THAT HE 

HAD RESPONDED TO CALL FOR MONEY BY SENDING TWENTY OR THIRTY 

DOLLARS TO FRANK. CLAIMS LAST SAW BOB BRICKLEY LESS THAN TWO 

MONTHS AGO, AT WHICH TIME B03 SAID FRANK WAS IN PRISON, BUT 

DID NOT INDICATE SPECIFIC CHARGE OR LOCP,TION. 

END PAGE FOUR 
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