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July 9, 1968

AIRTEL

Tos SAC, Xansas City
Froms Director, ¥BI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Enclosed two copies of a letter frem
Clifg Hospital, Topska, Kansas,
to Bureau from the Departmsnt as received them

frem United States Senator Stuart Symingten.

You should interview Edmondson for details and
thereafter conduct sufficient investigation te resdlve
matter. Keep Bureau advised of pertiment developments.’

Based upon available data, no information

identifiable with Clifford Edmondson and Kennsth Long
located in Bureau files. D

Handle promptly.
Enclosures (2)
@ -~ Mamphis (Enclosure)

< SEARCHED....ocopenns A _
t//' SERIALIZED.. £ 4. FILED... W5 e
Jur 1 N 1058
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7-17-68

TELETYPE URGENT

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) (MAIL)
KANSAS CITY (44-760)

FRONM: ST, LOUIS (44-778)

as. >
MURKIN, RE: CLIFFORD V. muomso#V

RE KANSAS CITY AIRTEL, JULY TWELVE LAST, AND BUAIRTEL,
JULY FIPTEEN LAST, '

recomns uprc, siko, REVEAL xouowosox; Arsy |G
N <=+ :x vesr sove Temervrovs

FIFTYSIX TO JULY TWENTYSIX FIFTYEIGHT AND DISHENORABLY DIS-
CHARGED AS AIRMAN THIRD CLASS PURSUANT TO SENTENCE OF GENERAL
COURT-MARTIAL.

ON DEC. TWELVE FIFTYSEVEN EDMONDSON WAS CONVICTED BY
GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL AT GOOSE A¥B, LABRADOR, FOR ON OR ABOUT
JUNE TWENTYTHREX SIXTYSEVEN, WITH PRE-MEDITATION, MURDERED
ANOTHER ATRMAN, BY MEANS OF SHOOTING HIM WITH A FORTYFIVE
CALIBER PISTOL. SENTENCED BISHONORABLE DISCHARGE, FORFEITURE

1 - St. Louis V%-/ﬁ/ﬂ)ﬁaé* /075458
b- Bureau a7 e 7

"'&;!::-b’hi. ( - ) SERIALL L l /&0\

(3)

E 07+ ;é?%v
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8L 44-775
PAGE TWO

OF ALL PAY AND ALLOWANCES, AND CONFINEMENT AT HARD LABOR FOR
THE TERM OF HIS NATURAL LIFE, HOWEVER, ON OCT. TEN SIXTYSEVEN
PURSUANT TO DIRECTION OF SECRETARY OF AIR FORCE, FINDINGS
AND SENTENCE WERE SET ASIDE., HE WAS RELEASED FROM CONFINEMENT
AT MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS, SPRINGFIELD, MO,

EDMONDSON RECEIVED DIAGNOSIS "SCHIZOPHRENIC REACTION,
PARANOID TYPE, CHRONIC, WITH ACUTE EXACERBATION AS CHARACTERIZED
BY AN INDIVIDUAL WITH A LIFE HISTORY WHICH DEMONSTRATES THE
ENCIPIENT SEEDS OF A SCHIZOPHRENIC TYPE PERSONALITY WITE THE
EVIDENCE OF MOUNTING PARANOID TYPE OF REACTION THROUGROUT
THE YEARS CULMINATING IN A GROSS PSYCHOTIC DISORGANIZATION
AT THIS TIME WITH ONLY PARTIAL AMALIORATION SEEN CURRENTLY."
RECORDS INDICATED EDMONDSON HAD MADE TWO SUICIDE ATTEMPTS
AND THAT IN SIXTYTHREE ELECTROSHOCK THERAPY WAS INITIATED
FOLLOWING SELF-MUTILATION ATTEMPT,

DETAILED AIRTEL FOLLOWS,

AIRMAIL COPY SENT MEMPHIS,

IN VIEW OF THE CRIME FOR WHICH EDMONDSON CONVICTED AND
HIS MENTAL CONDITION HE SHOULD BE APPROACHED WITH CAUTION.

P
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CURRENT DATA FOR RESTORATION, CLEMENCY AND PARCLE REVIEW

. Ix
LAST NAME = FIRST NAME - MIDDLE INITIAL SERVICE NUMBER EXPIRATION DATE | InSTITUTION Med Center,
EDMONDSON, CLIFFORD W. 18 Apr 81 |Springfield, Mo.

CONFINEMENT DATA (Conduct and adjustment, work asaignment, custody)

PRESENT: Edmondson has experienced extreme difficulty in effecting an adequate
overall institutional adjustment during the past year. He has been very
unppredictable, impulsive, and in all probability has at least been border-
line psychotic at times. At the present time he is vocationally unassigned

PSYCHIATRIC DIAGNOSIS (Include IQ, intelligence classification and profile) (over)

PSYCHIATRIC REPORT: DIAGNOSIS: Schizophrenic Reaction. Patient currently on 2-1-E
for "Administrative reasons". Symptoms include: Blunting of affect, compulsivity,

self-righteousness and grandiosity. Paralogia, Rationalization., Intellectualiza-
tion.

Impression: Patient remains mentally ill and should be hospitalized. I do not feel
' parole is indicated at this time.

DISCIPLINARY BARRACKS BOARD VOTES COMMANDANT RECOMMENDS

A restoraTion (3 ves 3 ~o ResTorRATION  [CJyes [ wo
CLEMENCY 3 res 3 wo CLEMENCY 3 ves T ne
PAROLE 3 ves C wo PAROLE CJyes (Owo

RESTORATION DESIRE NOT INDICATED

US PROBATION OFFICER RECOMMENDS FEDERAL CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS
RESTORATION  [CJ ves ] No N/C RESTORATION [J YES 3 wo
CLEMENCY (3 ves O wo CLEMENCY Cves Ewo
DATE PAROLED OR CONDITIONAL RELEASE o INITIALS oate8 Jul 66
-~ NJA . ;. sewtenceo 5 Aouuosen SRS/mew/AJF: 6 Jul 66
SED: 17 AER 81 X =kF MCFP, Springfield, Mo.
wnéﬁg%‘ﬁ-ro.‘-Tr‘arrﬁ\';fléi'rféfi ‘gc')u'fa.s"s',er:':"s 'U?é’lci'x'r{{‘(:”in order to participate in insti- L
tution employment and other programs. Attitude cooperative-caused no probleps.

EMPLOYMENT: Ward Orderly until 27 Jun 67-interested in self=-improvement, taking
school courses-assigned as typist on 27 Jun 67, Satisfactory- (OVER)

PSYCHIATRIC DIAGNOSIS (Include IQ, intelligence classification and profile)

D IAGNOSIS: Being seen in individual therapy.

13, - M -
DISCIPLINARY BARRACKS BOARD VOTES ) COMMANDANT RECOMMENDS
RESTORATION [ ves [Jwe . -1 - " mestomation  Cdves (O wo )
CLEMENCY Oves Owo - - ’ : CLEMENCY Clrves  wo :
PAROLE Clves o o =5 PAROLE - CIves Owo
P . 30
. . .
Sad '»/%'M’f-/()g&\
US PROBATION OFFICER RECOMMENDS FEDERAL CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE Ricomnos' ‘
RESTORATION [ ves (O wo : ~ RESTORATTON lca %S O
CLEMENCY D YES D NC CLEMENCY ! YES’L‘E
~OATE PAROLED OR CONDITIONAL ‘RELEASE INITIALS OATE. 21 514
‘ A
N/A EX s wrenceo 5 aovuoced $i8/ el AIF: 18 J
FORM NR. Qf .. 5 . ST 1"1
PMG(K uarss 95~ REPLACES EOITIOL OF 1 APR 58, WHICH MAY BE USED-- f’g‘““‘
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CONFINEMENT DATA CONT'D:

-~

and housed on our acute treatmeat unit. During the past year he has received several
adverse behavior reports for'refusing to move to designated area; fighting another

patient, plus housed in maxium security units for control. He is ingratiating

and manipulative in interviews and attempts to play different disciplines against

others to achieve his needs being gratified. In May, 1966, he was observed sleeping outside
the office after allegedly, in company of another patient, to have made a homicidal

threat against the patient being interviewed. After he wrote a note to another patient
indicating that he had a knife secreted in his shoe and he planned to use it on one of

the staff members. A knife was found in his shoes as he indicated. In summary,

Edmondson has required approximately 45 ward changes, 13 job assignments, and has required me
maxium security housing for approximately 20 months since his admission here in 1960.
Historically he has shown evidence of depression and has made two suicide attempts. In

1963 electro shock therapy was initiated following self-mutilation attempt.

CUSTODY: Acute treatment unit, or in max. security housing.

EMPLOYMENT: Unassigned.

CONFINEMENT DATA CONT!D:

3 - - 2

complies\with authority of necessity not willingness. NN

'
i
[
o4y
i
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nale, conzinues ¥ serve a 35-year s
#is adjusted releass date with lou*

tarm on 12-11-92,

Edmondson, a 27=year old single-legro
by milizary court mardial for murder,
tine is h-—l?-ﬂl. Sentence axgirez full

<1

e:}.,erxcp impeaad
mc!._erla ou
Thare ara no ae aa;ne 'S on

Lisdpum Securiiy Unibt from Ce3-.d
relatively clage siructure, W

fdmandson cenbdiaued in residences in the instituticn?s
to B-22-60, at which time he was iransferred o 2 wnit of ive

one from which he could lewve daily in orger” %o paviicipate in ingiiiutlonal ew ploym: oo
ather croframs, During his resid in Maxipum Security, he was prevriewsd on w0 acc. »’-f-.::
by the Psychiatriac Treatment Planning Council held on 3=10-073 rescomemdstionz-trans Tew
to a unit of relatively less sivuciure, work assignmont as wndt Orderly, contimus res.de
on that unit unuil personnel determinz his preparedness Lo brensier o a morc ousn uns,
and mediczbion and referal to Maximum 3ecurity chysician will be the primary responsilil’
of the physician on his unit of residence. Since his srapsisr to a noderately struchire.
unit, the pavtizal3unit sugsrviser stated that ne is in fach, ne problem wo the upit,
osibive pehavioral differcnez2 was noted, and he has created no bronbls zmong imnates

L!"ﬁ "'3

TiivT

A
-

e

W

ofricere, Hiz athiitude Lowzrd chwoaa v .m #aA0m N2 cenes in connach has teen one ol cornils
ticn. Emro'xdsors fupcvioned @ sard Orderly uxtil £u?7=£7, Hiz werk supsyvisor statel ©

d2 acezpta resyoeud
exthovily wasz

2 these duties well,
omaliance Wi

he n=ld duties of genreral sandiaiion and perisime
bility wall ultflﬂl;},"‘ thz opinion was or

S
%

motivated only by necessiiy, ot Dy «1k wwerest in seli-improvenent wes i
dicated by his frecuent studying in the unit. Ine 9:1:13 ion d'*aar‘cm-m svated Lnad e
istpresently caroiled in bookizeping, ca 2 o H_ 8 intentions are &..0I"
ly of seli-irproveszeni, and c:e:u};ﬂcd » Jis, [Ednondson raceiven
his high scheol d:-.p.x.or‘a from tire Lale S ZH 10 i .L,Jv?, 3ata IQ acore s ¢
On &27-67, he was aszigned as typiot to the Darvls hscardss Of%ice, He has thus far
furcticned sztisfactordly in thzt position. This iz 2 j'."ab requiring sxill as a compsien’
tyrist and recorder. The volume of work is ab times oulbe heavy, and Zdmoadyon hae
hardled this challeags well, dﬁf‘fu.awng ne evidence of sursss. He h2s recelved apore.i~
mately four visiis from ;a:u.l" RERDSTS Siace the time oFf M8 19265 revies, The Catholic
Cheplin states that Zdmondson has besn aviending services avery Sunday, He has dene «on
sicerable reading rezarding the Caliholie Church,

A

Since his releise from Maximum Secvrity, Edwondson has macde dafinite attompts te invelive
hirgelf in ipstitutior programs which wonld orovide nir edacational 2nd wocational dazelc:
ment, a3 well as insight in%o numerous L,ez'ss'wlity '*robler s. Thare is no doudbt, mich

manipulative behavior in evidence, however tms oeharicy is directed toward roazitire rusl |
There has bdeen ne re.ort of adverse behavior within bhe past year, and his kno.m gszczisn
tions are not with a homssexval elenoni, His u).ﬂ.bﬂ is that he ig becoaing awars &b

kis life rf‘ll not b2 spent sntirely in pen

2l instibuilosn s,

zna whe longer nis benavior

adverse, %tnsre cxishte bthe pofsivility orst his instiiviicn time may, be exbenced. This
present apv*o zch $o iasil ‘,h‘L" nalization may coll raverse itself in Shs fulture “hrouys
psychotic da2tericraticn, howrever al this bins, it 13 bhis writers imsression bhot Iomord
gon iy aaki congidervate ellory for seil-liprovencn vael.ionally, educali. ity
Ny ougl eptanca, reluciant as it may Loy that oo dese have ..Jc‘n.atn&q,‘a%@b
Zer poun gr=t amount o time yat to bte zerved,

~

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Y =1987 - $uip £- 1079/~



Classification Form 2-Copy UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICFE
Rev. January 1939 BUREAU OF PRISONS

SPECIAL PROGRESS REPORT
Committed Name = , Reg. No. Date

N .
. :
¢ -
"
....... i 2 L,
[ R b N -
i o - b , )
.
.
P YRET S 110} bk edliit AT ST IERRALY S o bl
GXDATITERE ~BCoL 1L 2ATTSES,
e~ PRI W PR - P e
regsIpnasndarion whrl te.ann2 of i oot uod
2 r
‘_'.V - C‘
{
.,‘. -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



D S e

s . -

- T

m ___ __mww
M*M ﬁ.. m“
i

.w r

m
: Il

-

A LG Vo

3
T

‘

el ,44.4;

%\1@!

.
o

L /07 A

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



44-778

g

reason ¢f physical disability; that the disgnosis in

his case was "Schizophrenic reaction parancid type, chreaic,
severe, VA Code ,» Tated at 100%™; that the disability was
s:'—mt. and that the date he became uafit was about June

Ho was tried and cemvicted by a General Court-
Eartial om 12/12/57, for ea er abeut 6/33/57, did at Goose
Alr Fexce Base, labrador, with premeditatiom, murder amnether
Airsan by means of sheoting him with a .45 caliber pistel.
He was sentenced dishonorably discharge, forfeiture of all
and allowances, and confinement at hard laber fer the
of his matural 1ife. Nowever, by Gemeral Court-liartial
Number 38, dated 10/10/67, pummuant to the direction of
Secretary of the Alr Perce, the findings of guilty and
sentence in the gemeral ceurt-martial case of EDNONDEON,
were set aside. Alse, all rigits, gprivileges, and preperty
of which EDECIDSON had been deprived by virtue of the findings
of guilty and senteance were restered. e was released from
confinsement at the Nedical Center for Federal PFriscaers,
Springfield, Misseuri.

Special Progress Report of the ¥, 8. Medical Center,
Springfield, No., revealed the fellowing disgnesis fer
IDEDSON: “Bchimephreaic Reaction, Parancid Type, Chreaic,
with acute exacerbation as characterised by an iadividual 'i.th
& life history which dememstrates the incipient seeds of a
achisephrenic type persemality with the evidence of mounting
thamtt‘Wthmmtm

a gress ic isation at this time with ealy
nrtial amalieration seen currently.” The recexds further indi-
cated that IDNONDEON had made two suicide attempts and that in
1963 electre shock therapy was initiated foll self~
mutilation attempt.

Ris relatives were 1isted as JONN ADAMS, father;
Nrs., JONM ADAMA, ska Imogene K, Adams, mother; RICHARD EUGENE
EDNEOIDAON, brother; and sister, ALFREDA ADANE, all of uum
iysn St., Indepeadencs, Me. Sister, BESSIE RAX ADAME, Route #1,
Box 680, East Prairie. Nissouri. IDNONDSON was descri as
Negro male, berm | Thusas City, No., 170-175 pounds,
and 72" tall. 8Scars and marks wers shown as 2" scar over left

1

i’fg
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t 8 44~775
VYeterans Administratia Claim Number was shewn
Frieands wers listed as Nr. PREERAN JACKBON,

3113. Elimabeth, and Niss PANELA TUCKER, 312 Neo. Nocker,
Both Independence, No.

No photograph of EDNONDEON was contained ia the
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 8/14/68

SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) P
V\

MURKIN / %A,\O\X

Reference Airtel from Directoy’ 7/15/68 requesting
an interview with CLIFFORD KDMONDSON unless other circum-
stances would preclude this interview.

Records of the Medical Center for Federal Prisoners
(MCFP), Springfield, Missouri, reveal that EDMONDSON has
been diagnosed as "Schizophrenic reaction, paranoid type,
chronic, with acute exacerbation as characterized by an
individual with a life history which demonstrates the
eacipient seeds of a schizophrenic type personality with
the evidence of mounting paranoid type of reaction throughout
the years culminating in a gross psychotic disorganization
at this time with only partial amalioration seen currently."
Records indicated EDMONDSON had made two suicide attempts
and that in 1963 electroshock therapy was initiated following
self-mutilation attempt. Records reveal he was released on
10/10/67.

On 8/12/68 CLIFFORD EDMONDSON was interviewed at
the residence of his grandfather, S. L. SHOBE, 2800 E. 40th
Street, Kansas City, Missouri. EDMONDSON said this is his
current residence and he is not employed at e present time.
He advised he could furnish no additional ipformation regarding
the group who would pay to have MARTIN LUT KING killed
other than that which is included in his /letter to 8enator
SYMINGTON on 6/8/68. EDMONDSON stated t he believed that
the other prisoner named currently in the
Federal penitentiary at Leavenw R nsas. He described
KENNETH LONG as white male, age 35, 5'8", 140 pounds, and
stated he worked as a surgical nurse at the MCFP, S8pringfield,
Missouri. EDMONDSON again stated he could not elaborate on
anything regarding the group that would pay to assassinate
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. KEDMONDSON advised he had never heard
of the Cooley organization.

2 Bureau ¢ f ; 5 3 §§' §§

~ 1 Memphis (44-1982)€(Info) C/ - nM{iW
"2 Kansas City s,
RB?: jrt i !

VY 19T il - o7 4
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KC 44-760

On 8/13/68 records of the U.S. Peniteatiary,
Leavenworth, Kansas, were reviewed. They failed to reveal
any prisoner named KENNETH LONG; however, they did reveal
a prisoner by the name of KENNETH LONE, who was at the
MCFP, Springfield, Missouri, during 19 and met the
description given by EDMONDSON.

On 8/13/68 KENNETH LONE was interviewed at the
U.S. Penitentiary, Léavenworth, Kansas, where he is under
sentence for bank robbery, release date scheduled for 1980.
LONE appeared cooperative and advised that he spent most
of 1965 and the firgst half of 1966 at the MCFP, Springfield,
Missouri. He advised he never heard a guard at the prison '
say he was a member of a group wanting MARTIN LUTHER KING
killed and he certainly never told anyone this. While he
was down there, another priscner by the name of (FNU) EVANS
a Negro male of the Muslim Cult of Islam, filed 2 writ against
the ingtitution and a guard by the name of (FNU) CALAHAN,
atating they were prejudice towards the members of the Muslim
Cult of Islam at the institution. LONE stated as a result of
this writ there was a hearing and he testified in behalf of
EVANS. He further advised that a lawyer for EVANS, name
unknown, interviewed him before the hearing and asked him
the same question, did he ever hear a guard say he was a
member of a group that would pay to have MARTIN LUTHER KING
killed. LONE stated his answer to this was no and it is
8till no. He advised that the most prejudicial statement
he ever heard any of the guards at the prison make was
made by the one named CALAHAN who stated, "I know how to
take care of colored people." LONE stated that JAMES EARL
RAY was unknown to him and he knew of no organizatiom plotting
against MARTIN LUTHER KING. He further stated he had never
heard of the Cooley organization.

LEAD:
KANSAS CITY
AT SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI]
Review records Medical Center for Federal Prisoners
re the hearing given (FNU) EVANS because of the writ he filed.
Attempt to determine name of lawyer for EVANS, interview him

and the guard named CALAHAN for any information regarding a
group that would pay to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 7/9/68

SAC, SAN ANTONIO (uu-1242) (P)

MURKIN
CR
00: MEMPHIS

RE: HUGH MERLON HENSON <

The San Antonio Police Department advised _the San
Antonio Division that on 7/4/68. HUGH MERLON HENSO f 1503
Santa Anna, San Antonio, Texas., stated tc police officers
that he had killed Dr. MARTIN L. KING, JR. The police
officer's report reflected that after talking to HENSON
he appeared to be drunk. lie smelled of intoxicating
beverages, his speech was slurred, and eyes were bloodshot.
tle was warned about making a false report. As the officers
were leaving, HENSON came ocutgide the house and wanted to
fight. He was arrested for drunk and was taken to jail.

RENSON was interviewed by agents of this office
and advised that he had been arrested on 7/4/68. He
said he did not make the statement that he had killed
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. He said he could not recall making
such a statement. He further advised he did not kill Dr.
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and that he did not know JAMES EARL
RAY.

This is being furnished for information purposes

and no further action is being taken in this phase of this
invesgtigation.

2-Bureau (AM,RM)

“2+4Memphis (un 1987) (RM) ) _
Zosa © /3/5/-/?/7 @wg SO7F
JMK:csh SEARCHED... IWoEACD. .

(6) SERIALIZE D fju I 4§mm

t»: JJ( 1 11568
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FD-37 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

FBI
Date:  7/18/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

ZELETYPE DEFERRED

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861)
FROM: MEMPHIS (44-1987) (2P)

MURKIN,

AS A RESULT OF A RIGID SECURITY PROGRAM IN EFFECT IN
THE AREA OF THE SHELBY COUNTY, TENN., JAIL, FRANK.A. unmrcx[/

WHITE MALE BORN AT DETROIT,

MICH., OWNER OF FRANK A. MINNICK INSURANCE COMPANY, MEMPHIS,
WAS ARRESTED THIS A.M, BY OFFICER OF THE MEMPHIS PD AFTER
IT WAS REPORTED THAT MINNICK WAS ROAMING AROUND THE VARIOUS
FLOORS AND THE BASEMENT OF THE SHELBY COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING
AND REMARKED TO A CUSTODIAN OF THE BUILDING THAT HE WAS A "U. S.
GOVERNMENT AGENT CHECKING THE BUILDING OUT." MINNICK REFUSED
TO DISPLAY IDENTIFICATION WHEN REQUESTED TO DO SO AND WAS
THEREAFTER ARRESTED ON A PUBLIC DRUNK CHARGE, THE COUNTY
JAIL IS LOCATED ADJACENT TO THE
MINNICK DENIED TO BUREAU AGENT THAT HE REPRESENTED
HIMSELF AS A U. S. GOVERNMENT AGENT. MINNICK APPEARED IN
CITY COURT P.M. THIS DATE AND HIS CASE WAS CONTINUED UNTIL
JULY TWENTY FOUR NEXT IN ORDER THAT HE MAY RETAIN AN

ATTORNEY. SUARCHLL %7/'/‘?/7'M'E

Z Cowvr oFFrcE BeD/NVG,,
DHELRY Y

V072

RFB LF W‘I“YAET e Aé_.

W ? ?Gém‘, INDEXZD_ Mk
Approved: ] O/ 70M  per —»ﬂ‘}t[

Special Ag7‘t in Charge 77N
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|
|
|
I
|
|
FBI {
|
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|
)
|
i
|

(Priority)

ME 44-1987
PAGE TWO

AUSA, WDT, MEMPHIS, DECLINED PROSECUTION OF MINNICK
RE POSSIBLE VIOLATION OF IMPERSONATION STATUTE DUE TO
INSUFFICIENT EVIDENCE FOR A SUCCESSFUL PROSECUTION.

MINNICK'S WIFE CLAIMS HUSBAND HAS BEEN ILL FOR PAST
THREE AND ONE HALF MONTHS WITH A SEVERE ASTHMATIC CONDITION
AND DUE TO HIS INABILITY TO WORK AND DESPONDENCY HE HAS BEEN
DRINKING ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES TO EXCESS.

AUSA'S OPINION BEING CONFIRMED BY LETTER AND MEMPHIS
IMPERSONAT@UON CASE BEING CLOSED. P.
END.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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. 5345 E., ean Blvd,
Leng Roach, Califonnia
Saturday, June 22, 1968

Dear Raymend,
Enclesed ig the full account of the experience I have been calling you about,

Although I am sending ysu a carben, I have net shown thig to anybedy else, 1

am mest hesitent about implicating any peor, unsuspecting, innocent peceple and

I keep telling myself that this whole bhing is Just a series of ceincidences
which T have pleced tegether in such a way as to look significant. The "two men"
were probably Finance men trying to repessess an automobile or some such thing.

As I teld yeu, I called the E.B.I., yesterday and told them about these two pictures,
but T really think that I should have tried to find ether pictures in other poses
before I gaid anything, It is pessible that anether picture of the same person
would leeck entirely different, I am well aware of that, - but I suppese the F,R,T,
is well aware of that, alse, It was not my intention te "stir uwp" anything, nor to
seck any publicity - . you know that, I gave it a lot of serious thought and T kepit
ceming up with the opinien that it was extremely unlikely that two men looking so
much like those pictures would come te Leng Beach looking for a man named Ray on
that night, and that it would be pure coincidence, (But that ig probably just what
it was!) I'll probably hear nothing more about it, = in fact, I HOPE I hear nothing
mere about it, I still think it entirely plausible that, if it was actually them,
and they think I might recognisc their pictures, it would occur to them that T should
be silenced. (Believe me, any men coming te my deer in the future are going to pot
ghort shrift froem mel)

I weuld be mdst interested in hearing from you as to yeur epinien of nmy story and
vhether yew agree that I should have reactoed as I did,

Leve,

Me

i PeS, I realizg that I did not make my account very suceinct, but T did not wank
te leaye anything ocut; AND falso redallscedbhat theiliterary style leaves much teo
be desired, but I never said I was Fannioe Hurst, did I?

P,P,Ss, When I phoned you the other afterncon and talked with Kathy aboubt the
pictures I had seen in the paper, she sald that she didn't think that you wanbed
any part of this matter] When you didn't call me back, I figured that ywu were
-net intcrested, ses that is anether reascn why I called the F,B,I, myseif rather
than contacting yeu again, :

P.P.S. #2 I am thinking of lecking fer a job as an expert typist., Wish me luck!

Y19 V- il 076

ZED_dde FLEL__LLE
TN STTR

il — MEMPHIS
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_On the night of April lst, I was sitting clonc in wy den walcnlng televioione
I heaxrd heavy. footsteps walking back and -forth between the building in whieh T live
and the building next door. This i nol wiugual, bubt for some rcason, the sound .-~
attroctod my attentien, Shortly after thab, my front doorbelld rang. Tt was ex~ °
actly 111kS P.¥, I went to the front window ond, pecking between the closed drapes,
I enw a man gtanding et the docr, {facing the windsw, holding,what st first glance
appearcd to bo,a camera, He was holding it very high and ¢lose to his face, ag if
he wag looking at me through the vicwu-{inder, I immediabely Jumped vack and called
oeut, "Mho is it?" His roply wag, YThe Polico." Having scen that he was nob wearing
a uniform, T said, "Come on, you're not a paliceman, Wnat ig the camera forfh
He replied, "That ig¢ not a camera, Y was holding up my badge." Telling him to
walt a minute, T went to pubt on a robio. Vhen I returned to the window and pulled
open the drapes; he was still holding the badze very high and close %o hie head,

. He was gmiling very broadly, The badge looled "odd® to me, bul T canmnot explain
oxactly vhy., It was large and secncd to have a coppery cast. Tt wag atiached 4o
& wallet or folder, Tn his other hand, he held a small, chrome flaghidpnt, T
noticed o smsll red insignia on the end of 1t, It was then that T sow tho vecond
man atanding telow en the steps. VWhon I acgked what they wonted; the man with
the badge s21d that they were lecking for & man wio, according fe reliablo informe
etion, wag "holed up", (or some sinmilar slang expreasien), with one of the tenanin
next doore He held out a picture, I remcaber ¢thinking that, since we were
yelling through the closed window, 1€ the wan they weught weg next duser, he wwuld
surely hear them, Since Y could nat see the victure clearly, I opened the deor,

(I am positive thot the man gaid that they wiere "police", because as T opened the
door, I remarked that T wag hardly in any cendition to talk with anybody, much lesg
the police,) The first man, who did almost 211 of the tdlling, apolocired.for fhe
lateness of the call and said that, since mine wos the only lirht on in.tho vicinity,
they had decided to “"take a chance and ring the bell", Ye ecgked if %here was a
Ycaretoker® in the building next doore Yhen I replied that there wag nely, he agzain
held eub the picbure, asking if I had seen the persen asround there recently, 7
8511l could not =zee clearly, so I cpened the ecreen dowr and told them to come in,
(T don't know why, btut T distinetly remewber that he sert of chuckled and said, "Oa,
all right.") They toth enberede The first man was dork with black haler and browa
oyes, end locked to be of Ttalian derivaticn, Ro was abont 5020M5 5T hediun build,
wore en almogt congtant smile and sweliled steongly of shaving lotion, ¥e had o
decided dimplo in hig chine He wag viearing a dark sult, white shirt, dark tig,
and & black ralncoat or trenchecoat., I scem %o remember that he was vesring ono
glove and was carrying a hat, which ne placed on a nearby chair, The gccond man
had light brown heir,fleckcd with gray,cut in a "butch" style, ¥His face wag mwor
wrinkled and his bluc eycs had rather large circles or Y“oagg" under them, T think
thut he had @ round ascar on the lower left eide of his faco and he ore a very
gerious, almost approhengive exprecselon, He wag slightly (a&ller and vere a pray
gult uwndor a black raincoat or trench-coat, He had ne hat, but I think he, too,
was wearing glovog, I have the impreszion that they wore both woeering ssorves,
eng was dark red; tho other waz browa; blue and gray plaiide The first msn wag bo-
tween 38 te U5 yrs. of age; the secend looked older, :

. I took tho picture necrogs the room to loek at 1% under the ipht fron o
table-lumne The two men remained standing just inside the door, The plctire ,

wog & combination of full face and profile views of a young man, nprebably in hig
caxly bhirtics, It wag a vather ordinary face which would net wake a sbedling,
lasbing improssion. I have the impreseion that ho, teo, had a "bubch" haircut,

At least, it seemod shorter on tho gides than tho top, Me had a dimple 4in hic
ohin, and I remember nsticing his ears particulorldy, ¥ thinir thalb the pholo was
in a ccllophans cage, the multiple lkind which holde cwedit cards, ete,; bub it

vas feldsd in guch & way thab the ona pileturs was all 1 gaw,
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- I'teld the men that I could not bo gure that I had, or had nel, ceen such
& persen, Tho first man sald, "o ig a 1itéle older new than he was vhen thab
wags taken.® - As I passed the picturo bacik to him, the cecond man.snoke for.the -
first.time, Ho gsid, M"His namo 18 Ray." The fircsh man, who had boen facing wo,
turned hio head quickly and threw him a charp.loeok, as much og-to say,-"What did
you say that for?" .This was the delfinite.improssion I get, bocause I-had been' .
on the verge of asking whabt this persen was wanbted for, -bub upon geeinz that
look, I decided to ask no quesbions, (I am positive.that the name was "Ray®,
becwase ny brotherts first naro is Ray =2nd I mado thab.conncetion in.my minds)
The first man turned back 4o mo, rcoumed hie smile, and said, “ilc ig a roally
bad boy. Welre very amxious to geb hime Do you know any of the tenante next
doer? Do you have any idea wiaat "flat® ho wight be in?" I replied that I had
known only one ef bhe tenants, bubt ho had moved away Just the previous day. T
gaia bhay as far ag T knew, all the tenante verc younz men, with the excepiion
of twe glrle wae shared ong of the socond {loor apartments, Tho second man
then gpcke for the sccend time. "“They'ire who we ghould be talking tol" The first
cman readily agreed; indicabting that if therc were girls over there, Ray would
have corteinly made himself kaown to thom, e asked me if I had scen a white car
parked in front of the bullding rccontly, I described an offwvhite car, with
rod wpholstery, I had seen thera recenbly, bui they did ned scew to think thab it
was tha ene to which thoy had reference. Apologizing egain, and geing all through
tho same explanation ef vhy they had Yoothewred" ne, they lefte - - - s

, As T returned {o tho dony I heard them walking back betuwcen the buildings
and up the stairs to the second {lowr next deore Again, T thought that they
cerbainly weren't beilng at all guiet, I heard no souands for between five to ten
minubes, Then, I heard a deor close, and they ran down the stairs, « not fast,

Just sert of trotting down; as if thoy were finished there and werce lzaving, As

they walked back te the strcel, @ne of thom sald comething that SOUNDTD like, "We'd
betber stop cn the obther side 0f 4eees0e @G call Paule,eeeseofind him weiling ;
around "borstoolsMecesosese3 o U 0'cleCkaseessee” Then I heard "Pacific Ceaul
Hiphway" and gomething aboub a Freeway, T had the impressien that they vere poing

to & bur, and T wendered why, if this person was hiding out, he would be Fwalting
around" a bar, (It was more idle curiosity., I did not concentriie sn vhal was belug ca

T walked mut to the kitchen windew and sow then crosg Ocean Plvd. and gob
into a darkecolored, labe modsl cur., They left tho incide car light on and sat
there for several minutes looking at a large map. T knew that it mogt be a map
bacavso of its rizo, I remewbor wondering vhy, if they were local police, as
they had given me to vnderstand, they would neced 2 map. Then they turned out the
light, but did net start the car right eway. Just at that time, my husband camo
in from worke I t0ld him to go back outside to sce 1f a hlack car, with tvo nen
in it, was parkasd across the sirect, INe returned te gay that there was nell car
at ¢ll in the area I had indicated, Y¢ wag exactly 12520 AW,

This whole episode "bupped! me, There was gomebhlng "wrong” with it, T cone-
gidered calling the Longz Peach Dotcctive Bureoun immedintcly to check on 1%, buvt declced
against 1t, I wondered, "Why tho raincoate? It was not raining, nor was it chilly,
(Such coats are seldom, 4f ever, scen in this area) VWhy were they so nelsy, if they
wero actually tyying to Yeateh' somabody? Vho let them in next door? T nohody
let thom dn, what wore they doing wp thero so long? I had seen no lights in the bullde
ing, bub I was certain I had hicard a deor close, VWhy did they need a map? Vay did
I have the definite dmpression that the first man had not wanted the suapectta
nang divelged? obge ebce clce ; - ' !
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It wag ot this peint that T ctarked to remerboer and plece thines terethor,
mda ny story new enbers-into the reala of conlecture, interpretatien and, ptunub;y,
my own imogination, C o '

Almost gvery night, from tho t;ﬂc wo first moved here lact Cehoher, T hod
heard tho fellow vhe Livoo ia the sceong floor anarbrent of the Lullding rost doae

. s
on the side facing o, peb oulya car at adboulb 2330 o 100 A ey Vaik holuecon the
twe bulldineg past vy windowry cllinh thone egame stairg and ghop, Then T wanld heor

i 2 4
his keyg a3 he anlocked nis doore Tne door would cloce noisily, hias kitchen Iirht
would o on, ghining downinto my v*nﬁcn, end T would hear him ~wvine aronnd in his
kitchen, Thig eccurcence ways Go repuiar ond o nuch the game each nirnd, that it
i ’

beecamae a gort of habit with me Lo lieben for Lt before T went to glicop, Sharily
after tho visit Drom the wo rong T suddenly realized thad this fellewts "patiorn®

9. . |
had charged sara biso recenbly. The zane =2+ was 5111 coning howe ab the save Himo.

(> i,

I recepgninod the feotsbepe golng up the stairs and stopping, bub he did not unleck
the door, It scemcd to me that the deor waeg being opened “1wm the incide, Thon

I roo cu.n“‘u that T had heard bim speals, one nhﬁhtg gaving, "I4's we, Job e itV

X had 4cly wonderad sboub it &b the fing, bal had witachod no gignificance tw it

It struck mo Shat the liphts 1n taald apactrent nad been Surned on dwing tho evening
l I €

for perhapz tho last couplie voeksy, vhere, previously, the windows had boon dark.

bl s £ W P

T ~entionnd thio "chanze in n&bumfn" vo wy huesbangd, saying, YI'11 betd the guy $hoese

meu vere leckdng for wos up therce” He lauaghed ab rmg, bc?l;n" re I vas iwsrining

thinge,

P

The fellow who lived in the first flousr agartnent in tae lvliuxnr nery dooy

i
wag in the rracezs of moving culb on th

W duy Treg 1ucnt Jehinzon wade e announcaonond
ef not ranning fmr alikco aynin His Lirst have wug *Sick" and, althourh T éid not
kmaw him well, T bad had several convorsabions vith hime His fvond dior was so
ciono bt ny kLtaxcn uo"“ that I L,a*a hear everybiting thad teanopired over there
alnest en well as £f T wag in the wome room,  On that aftarmaon, T heavd two fellcus
earg down the atairs and stop ud Ducr‘a open Gente  Ome of then introdoced the

obher to Dick, telling him that thic peresn had beeon claving with hin or zoveral
dayee Dick ¢xpregaad mwmrisce thab ‘c had not beon aware of the poroon mnving beon
tharse, I seen (o reqcrbor thal the man vog planniiy to cud Rig vigit thad evening
or the fellowing rmorainge Althourh I was nol conce ouciy Tistening Lo thely cone
vergation, 7 rerenber sona discuszion of o > frip $o Vexico and gathered theb tho
tgigitor! had boen there recoulblye Dick wsg taking hiv time gbhout pobiing hic
bolonzings packed intoe a N=Rent truck, oo Lhoy ctared wver thers all alterncon,
talking and drinking boer, Theve vae a Long convercablon aboul venbing a hoat, (T4
may not have beeon en that same afbernron that I heard 1%, bub T think §4 weo,) Dickis
wag the only farilior vomce te m2y, 60 I remesaber bosb mxat he s3ide ile vsg vory
much inpressed with the sise of the Lozt the slaeping quarters, eice ‘ie suked
ahout tho cost of renting sach a beaf, ctece I know thab nothing wag szid aboul
fishing, I pathered that it was rented for the parpere of taking a rather long
voyage or evuigc, The twe pirls, provisusly monbioned, were also in and oub of
that apartment nll aftcrnocn, $alking to the fellows, T distinetly rememicr {het
one of the pgirls sald ganothineg absul wne of the men huv1ny toavan dancing leosing,
She pee~ed to thiuk 44 wags mast wiususl snd rabther hwwsrous,  Trom vhab ”“s anid

LA P et ]

I realived that gho wag reforring o Lallraom dancinge That gzzme evening, after

Dick laft, there wore two or threo caﬂpiod daneing in the livingroon of the afure-

renbioned ccoond floor apavtments (T noticad 1% particularly, becouse it had novar
happened befere, pince I had lived hore, « ond 1% hag never happenad gince,)

{1
,
s

7
Yhea I ook my dog evl that cvening, T clanced up at the windews snd ocaw 2 (alidshy,
glendor, dark=hatred fedlewr dancing vwith one of %he girlde, T did net recopnine
hime Ao T vomoumber 16 in rolrospect, 4t was Just aboub thot porled of $ime

that bota ny husband end I noticed ¢ Iote madel whaite anbomobile parked 4n & spoca
bohind thst buiidinge Neither of vs lo ccrtaln wboul tho moke®; bat it waz a

gonnnoh ¢ave Iﬁ wan thore only a fow ¢avs ard hiag not been seen there since,
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e GLU i COAWISE SULY S voran 6oL own o Cadue fhlets o] D age o G2Gher Fang
il the nang Wlam aard I‘.a{" vtas wend wk.g.c} in the  vaoe i"xr'n H, sy olineted

to bothor me ag T eewpsred the thincs T had soen and hoard wibh what 7 resd in the

paperse I tried tu clearly romemier the photorrash vhich hnu beon ahcun to mo that

nighte T that was a picture of the gavma ™ \"v”, 14 was rab 800 Came pleture o9
any of thesn T havoe seon published, with the puocivlevondeption of one which had
been takon of him several yeard of0. M CVer, 'bu.'m.m of the colneldencos, the
gubjeet conbdinued to bethor mo to such & dogree that T finally uole"wv’ 3 "no
Long Peach ebectiva Puvcau on the afterncon of Moy 2nd er Srde T ol o C-"xi.ﬁss-
faction from the woman T talked with al that birs, &a T phenad MC' that niphd,

ra)

The officervhe augwored t0ld mo thalb ns mon frenm als Gi‘nco had Lo Iqumn‘\ far
any man namad Ray provieus to the doalh of Winge e adviced mo ¢o ¢all tha ’.“,T’Q’L’@;
which 1 dide Tho {;entlcmn vhe answered tho $olephone in the Low Aa;‘,mcs Office
of the F,B.T, that nirht idte obviously dia nob belicve g wurd I saids Ve did
QSBuUre 190 NoshL r,cri.m.,olv, Lewever, that had any 00 mon come to my dowr oo T
claimed, had they been Foliele Apenbc, they 1037 CFRTATILY would have 1denbificd
thoaselvog QII0E CLAARLY  ao Loing l:c‘.)"x tho TVOTRAL DUREAT OF Tt“'i' WTCATTEN and
there would be no gubscquent doubt im ry minde Y asked him, "I they woro neb
Loag kcach Dotoclives, ana dhey were not F.U.T, Arents, who '.co*"c theyyn To did,
not scem to care, I tricd ¢ 1\4"1 nee hin Zhet T ves net a nad and wos Selling
thoe trubh, bub hic ended tne cerversation by telling me X had telicr fovgolb the

vhole thing,

In the June A7th issuc of Fhe Nabtional Cheov
graphe printed on tuc front peiee  One of then was
Ray woaring the dork-rimned g.m::,c., > hat twe of th
&3 Jm“‘dn"’ vaguely familise, 1 I"’O. widernesth to g Mo they vere, I ogindied
tho faces, cven uaing o magnifying pinsc Lo sce thoen zac:z"c clc*uu“ n srder to
help m y.,..J.i‘ I wew black coal c;.x.lr..r., cn theme,  That didath geen o make thenm
Jook exa cLl,/ right, =5 I made Lhedixr halrlines reccdoz hil,  Thal wag bether,
but it sec-mc«; w-:b oo of thew snonld have a "buieh?” Laireut, su T pave hin she,
The more I fwoled wround with the pletureg, the ware verdain T bzenme (hal Lhey
vera bhe tus ffon who hug come Lo ry door {hzt nizhi losiing for o ral raned "’?-‘-'"a.

wcre four photom

¢ usual one of Jomes Vorl
! 1'*1:: steuch mo Lmsediatcly
c

—3 PSR

The two pleturee vere of the mm man viose nancg James Farl Ray had Been win

Baaany Gowrge Sagyd snd dvie Ste Ve Gultg
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FD-36 (Rev., 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Vi

a

FBI
Date: 7/30/58

(Type in plaintext or code)

t——.k.__.—_——_-——_———.--

five page letter written to RAYMOND L
sister, Mrs. ERNEST (MERRILL

On T7/26/68, RAYMOND L. MC LEAN, Chief of Police,
Montclair, California, made available to SA JAMES E, HOFFER
the enclosed letter dated 6/22/68, which he received from
his sister, Mrs. ERNEST (MERRILL) CARMICHAEL, 5345 East
Ocean Boulevard, Long Beach, California.

Chief MC LEAN advised that his sister had called him
on several occasions regarding the matter reflected by the
letter, and he finally advised her to sit down and put it
all on paper,

Chief MC LEAN stated to his knowledge his sister
is of good mental health, and although she does drink, she
does not hawe a drinking problem. He stated she generally
waits up until her husband comes home from work, and after
he gets home they generally sit and have a few drinks, but
he is unaware that she drinks while waiting for her husband.

He further advised that her story is rather "far-
fetched" but he felt he should bring it to the attention of
the FBI.

The letter is enclosed for the information of the

Memphis Office,
— LYV,

AIRTEL AIR MAIL
(Priority)
___________________________________________________ -

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS
FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-15T74)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

00: Memphis

Enclosed herewith for Memphis is py of a

Z24

- Memphis (Encls. 1) =7
- Los Angeles b e—iiinD Tl
%‘eh/lmt % '“““MZEDI s WED_£E4,
4) E WA 219

. [~ Ly Y <
Approved: Sent é Per

1al Agent in Charge
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(Type in plaintext or code) )

(Priority)

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

SAC, KNOXVILLE -696)

0
ED BAKER, reporter,
advised SA DAVE J. COOK that
incarcerated by the Georgia Prison Bystem BAKER
had no other details concerning this nnvn' LOWEMEYER.

It is being left to the office of origin to
determine whether it will be necessary to set out a lead
in this instance.

@-— Nemphis
Knoxville

JLF/piw
(4)
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DECODED COPY

X3 Radio AUGUST 5, 1968 [1Teletype
7O: BUREAU AND MEMPHIS
FROM: JACKSON
MURKIN. CR.
RE MIAMI TEL AUGU 2 AND JACKSON TEL AUGUST 2 LAST. 9
%fom USBAND OF THE DECEASED KATHLEEN MADLYN A
AINSWORTH, “AKA, ADVISED LATE P.M. AUGUST 3 LAST THAT HE RECALLED

HIS WIFE CALLED HIM LATE AFTERNOON OF APRIL 4 LAST REPORTING
THAT THE NEWS NAD REPORTED MARTIN LUTHER KING HAD BEEN SHOT.
LATER IN EVENING HE WAS WITH HIS WIFE AND IS POSITIVE IN HIS
OMN MIND SHE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF THIS MURIER.

.

AIRMAIL COPIES FURNISHED MIAMI AND MOBILE.

TOR: 2:11 P.M. JDT

mbrcud in order to protect the Bureau's WQ&

‘.?, . e _
TR e e R AR
?fglar SR e "?i«:-."!"’.f" O

If she intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminased outside “c Bm n s
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