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JAMES EARL { also known
Eric Staryo Galt, “Harvey owm er /
John Wiljard, AJames McBride,”James
Walton,/W, €. Herron and James
O'Conner

FUGITIVE

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought
under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil
rights leader Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr., has been added to the FBI's list of
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives, "

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of

Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives' list, which already contains ten fugi-

tives, to insure the widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and

description to help effect his earliest possible location.
Ray has been the subject of a massive and intensive search since
the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the bal-

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rifle bullet, believed fired from the
ahanarnl qngvsg

window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim, ’”‘““’*D/’ FILED
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An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent finger-
prints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons
on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI's Identification Division,
succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17,
1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere
with a Constitutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray is also sought for un-
lawful interstate flight to avoid confinement after conviction for armed robbery,
based on a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri.
He had been confined at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri,
in March, 1960, with a 20-year sentence following conviction for armed robbery
and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September,

1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum

security ward at the State Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was reported missing

from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967,

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been
convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money
Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and
Pontiac, Illinois, State Prisons and the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth,
Kansas.

He served in the Army between February, 1946, and December,
1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and
breaking arrest and was given a General Discharge due to ineptness and lack
of adaptability for military service,
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Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois
on He is approximately 5'10" inches tall, weighs from 163
to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short, He
has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his
right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and
straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at
an ear lobe, His left ear protrudes noticeably.

Acquaintances describe him as a "loner" and "'drifter' whose
language and diction reflect a '"'rural' quality and indicate he has had limited
education,

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks
vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant
seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels., He is known to have worked
as a baker, laborer and color matcher.

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessons.
He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles
area early in 1968,

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerous,
Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately
contact the nearest office of the FBI, the telephone number of which may be

found on the first page of local telephone directories.
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FBI
Date:ly /23 /68

Transmit the following in _ -
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS
(00 :MEMPHIS )

ReNYtel to Bu, and other offices including Memphis,
4/17/68.

Concerning seamen by last name GAULT formerly
employed by the United Fruit Co., NYC,

Investigation has been conducted at 39-68
59th St., Woodside, LI, NY, in an effort to locate or
develop information on’ one ROBERT GAULT, born J
and who gave this as his address while employed by The
United Fruit Co., during 1942,

Current owner and previous owners of property
at above address for the past 25 years interviewed

and deny knowledge of ROBERT GAULT, ere is nottelephone
or street listing in C unde? i ame,

NY is conducting no further investigation re
ROBERT GAULT.

Subject JAMES EARL RAY is considered
ARMED AND DARGEROUS,
&Memphis

1:New York Lef — /7/2//,

. SEARCHED INDEXED
J](B[L‘gal SERIALIZED_£)_ __FILED

APR25 1968 U

FBl — MEMPHIS

Fanzn T

]
Approved: W/@

Speé&?‘l lAg;nt in Charge
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FBI
Date: 4/23/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIR MAIL
(Priority)

SAC, MEMPHIS
FROM: /ﬁ@AC, ALBUQUERQUE (44-715) (P)

RE: MURKIN
Re New Orleans teletype to Albuquerque, 4/23/68.
Re: ERNEST H, GAULT

The following investigation was telephonically
conducted by SA FRANK W, HAINES:

AT CLOVIS, NEW MEXICO

On 4/23/68 Mr, W General Delivery
Window, U, S, Post Office, ITY) advised that
he has been employed in this position since 12/4/67 and does
not recall anyone by the name of ERNEST H, GAULT, CARPENTER
advised that he caused a search of his General Delivery records

and was unable to find any record or forwarding address of
ERNEST H., GAULT. He advised GAULT was unknown to him,

On 4/23/68” U. S. Post Office,
(CONCEAL IDENTITY) advise a e caused a check of available

transfer records dating back to 7/1/67 and was unable to
locate any record for ERNEST H, GAULT,

On 4/23/68 DORIS MAXWELL, Credit Bureau of Clovis,
advised she was unable to lofate any credit record identifiable
with ERNEST H, GAULT,

@Memphis v
1-Miami (Info) (AM)

1-New Orleans (157-10673) (Info) (AM)
2-Albuquerque gt - (57 /M "g/ S

FWH:d1lb SEARCHED_Z;JNDEXED é).__

()] SERIALIZED__A_ FiLED
APR 25 1968

_, FBI—MEMFPHIS /]

AIRTEL | fore—1] K

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
SAC, cLEvELAND (44-565) (P)

ke Cleveland teletype to Bureau, ET AL, 4/20/68,

Origingl and one copy of artisle appearing on page 1,
Cleveland Press, &/23/68, entitled '*mmm OF KING SUSPECT
GIVES CLUES TO PHONY ¥

s 4/20/68, the Clw&l&m Office was telephonically
eontacted by & guard from the Cuyah County Jail who advised
that an lnmate, JA BOND, wishe

at the c’:wa&zm cmmtx il k::g 3& mm‘m P, MC 61 m, ;ﬁe., at.
which time he advised as {ollous:

JAMES T. BOND advised that he is presently incarcerated
in the Cuyahoga County Jail, having been arrested on 3/13/68,
in lakewood, Ohioc, on & carrying concealed weapon charge.
BOHD stated he is presently on pardole out of Missouri State
Penitentiary until 1969. iie stated that he had been serving
& 10 year sentence for armed robbery and had served in Hissourdi
State Penitentiary from 10/62 through 12/65, at which time
he was placed on parole.

3 - Burezu (Fne., 2)

)2-:* mgg i;i’l; (88-?%9)

‘“é - Cl&‘f&l

jﬁ/ S fy/ Dl -
y R
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Missouri St tentiary Hall, cell 187, N
sammtmummmumm has cells

tiary onG-man
and that JAMES EARL RAY, during this period of time, was
Wmmunm

mmmmmmmmmmmmum
usually be bSck in his cell at 7:00 AN and would be fvee to come
and go as he pleased during meal hours.

advised that RAY was a racist and many times he
mmmmmmmmm

mmm@mmm««maw
RAY's but this was due t
mummwtm

during break MM

mmmmtm&amammmm

- -
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OV 44565~

BOND stated ﬂatmm&%m individual

and that he attributed this nervous -mmw

fie stated that becauge of the use of this £ RAY was a very

poor eater and slept very little. BOND st | that he 4id not

recall m mm hardly at. all and that m Mnk very little.

oo g g Ry gmm&mmm&w

o or m

tehe me of hia m am num. stated

;4.',@.! TSE kgl BOWGEY M m m m w

hﬁ?m mzya ione wolfl and never
-..;4 £ bog ot mm m m

direct mmmm mmmmwu
mﬁmmssmmmm ¥

BOGHD advised that while ¢
mmmmammmmmnﬁnmmmﬂ
renting books. He stated it was because of his renting books
to RAY he was famillar w mm,#mmw He stated
that he d1d not reeall . ifically but mm ma RAY m
vead practically all of M
M%Sﬂha&ﬂﬂmm“

: smmzmmummmmmm
used to write contiderably. He stated that he did not know i
uxmmzmucmwmm,mwammmm

sions 3 mwmm

BOHD stated that ﬁa’t‘xmmtt,wmn
s of his person, were excellent but he did not keep
; Whmmwmaﬁlm
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BOMD stated that RAY seldom went to the movies but he
'IWMwmwMMMM‘ ’
mmwm mmm

“mmwﬁm.mwwmm
mta

BowD Stased that on oeasion he and RAY had talked |

,WWWWMMMM

mmmas th his sother, Nrs. RESECCA BAD, %
’ ' bt i o erid i

mmmmzahnmmmwmmm

-a_,-. .
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OV Blia565

At approxima szm?#
telephonically contacted BARTIN P.
mmummmmsmm.mm
m at ing m mm!z iim 8

BOND stated that he then would attempt to have the
wmammmmwmmmm
m::d is information.
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LA 44-1574"

_PABE FOUR | - ]
WT OF ST. FRANCIS HOTEL THREE

SIXTY=-ZIGHT

IN FEBRUARY.
INVESTIGATION CONTINUING INTS.BA K” QUND OF MARTIN

2ARSELLS IN POSSESSION OF LA,

. w

RE RITS ZTEIN

RITA STEIN RBNKLIN AVE.,

ITNTERVIEWED
SAME INFORMATION
GREATER DETAIL.

INFORMATION:

zoTHEX Ccian £S STEIN, L3 L

HAD T&0 30Y5 BY THIS MARRIAGE., REPORTS ROSA DIED
4C YTARS AGDQ DUZ T0- OVER DOSE OF IN HOLLV 00D, CALIFf
NEITHER SHE MNOR i?OTHER ARE 'E¥PLOYED,
CU?ITY PAYXENTS FOR DECEASED HUS
ARED Td BE WELL FURNISHED.,
RITA STEIN STATED HAD NO PTRSONAL KNOWLEDGE
HOWEVER, HER CDUaIu ¥ARIEWMARTIN, HAS

EITHER FEBRUARY OR MARCH OF

- B3Y RAY TO NEW ORLEANS,
MAKE SECOND TRIP IN

A\

TOLD HER HE DID

END™ PAGE FOUR
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LA 44-1574

AGE FIVE

THIS YEAR AT “HICH TIME WARIE GAVC HIM SOME PHONOGRAPH RECORDS

TO 3E RETURNED TO HER DAUGHTER, MARION D'saagaff.s X THREE ONE OR

SIX ONE ONE 3ARTHOLOVEY, NZW ORLEANS. v
STEIN STATED RAY WAS EXTREMELY SHY AND NEVER- WOULD LOOK HER
IN THE TYZ WHILE TALKING TO HER UPON HIS RETURK FROM NEW
ORLEANS WITH HER CHILDREN; IN DECE! 87 SHE INVITED RAY TO X¥AS
NNER WHICH SHE WOULD COOK, BUT HE‘:p"; D INVITATION. ALSO
STATED RAY NEVER WAS IV ANY PART OF

FRONT D00R AT TIHE

HAVE HAD

HAT RAY NEVER SPOKE
{U¥ LOUDLY ACCOMPANYING CAR RADIO MUSI DING LIKE A TRAILM
HISTLE. ST IN NO ¥OTELS, AND CHILDREN ATE IN CAR.
RAY PAID FOR FOOD. REMEWBERED THAT THEY STOPPED TO THROW
SNOWBALLS 5OME 4MERE IN TEXAS DURING TRIP. HAVE NO ADDITIONAL

-

'IrFP% ATION THEY COJL RECALL AT THIS TINE.

INVESTIGATION.ALL PHASES CJ\TINU"J.
EZND |
CNF .
F3I MEWPHIS B
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