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x

DATE: 5/1/68
SAC, PORTLAND (157~380) (P)

| SUBJECT: MURKIN

RE: INTERVIEWS WITH U;SY RESIDENTS WHO
WERE AT HOTEL RIO, PUERTO VALLARTA,

MEXICO IN OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER, 1967

AT PORTLAND, OREGON

Mr, and Mrs, JOHN WADDIHQ%M, 955 " Westwood Drive,
informed SA RONALD E on 4/30/68 thdt they stayed at L

the Hotel Rio in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, only the night
of 10/27/67, during a vacation trip to Mexico., They do
not recognize JAMES EARL RAY by description, name, ali
or photographs as anyone they have ever seen at Puert
Vallarta, Mexico or elsewhere,

The only U. S, residents with whom they had contact
at the Hotel Rio were Mr., and Mrs, HARVARD PALM of Mercer
Island, Washington, with whom they ha inner on the night
of 10/27/67.
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2 Portland
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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10 # 4182, WF # 442-A,
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(DECEASED) - VICTIM

4/10 - 4/24/68

REPORT MADE 8Y

SA JOHN L. PUDDISTER
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CHARACTER OF CASE

CR - CONSPIRACY;
UFAC - ROBBERY

REFERENCE:

Memphis report of SA JOE C. HESTER, 4/30/68.
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Will continue efforts to locate JAMES EARL RAY,
being handled immediately upon receipt.
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ADMINISTRATIVE:

‘The Jackson Division, at the outset of this
matter, conducted investigation concerning the names
ERIC STARVO GALT, HARVEY LOWMEYER and JOHN WILLARD ‘in
Federal agencies, state and local agencies, with negative
results.

All credit and arrest agencies in the 82 counties
in Mississippi were contacted. All city directories and -
telephone directories were checked., Selective Service System,
State Office, as well as each local board, county voter
registration records, county Departments of Public Welfare,
county Tax Assessor Offices, county Clerks of Court, each
county, marriage and divorce records, Bureau of Vital
Statistics, Board of Health, Workmen's Compensation and
Employment Security Commissions, all utility companies,
electricity,gas and telephone, financial institutions,
registrar's office in major universities, Port Director,
Gulfport, Mississippi, all shrimp boat operators in the:
Gulf Coast area, all barge and towing companies at river
ports at Greenville, Vicksburg and Natchez, Mississippi,
were checked. One million, two hundred thousand drivers
licenses checked through IBM computer concerning the birth
date| | all of the above with negative results.

All airports, motel and parking garage facilities
in Mississippi were checked in an attempt to locate a 1966
white Mustang with negative results.

All dancing schools or academies were checked.
Civilian personnel records, Keesler AFB ~Biloxi,. checked
with negative results,

COVER PAGE
C

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586

Ingalls Shipyard at Pascagoula M1$Slss1pp1
checked with negative results.

All criminal and racial informants contacted
with negative results. :

Whereabouts of each major bombing suspect in
the State of Mississippi checked and verified to eliminate
as possible suspects,

In addition to the above, numerous lookalikes
reported to the Jackson Office were located, 1nterviewed
and e11m1nated as possible suspects.

All of the above information has been rev1ewed
indexed, and filed in the Jackson OQOffice.

For the sake of brevity, negatlve type information
is not being set out in this report.

No copies of this report are being disseminated
outside the Bureau; however, sufficient copies of report
being furnished to the 00.in the event of future dissemination.

COVER PAGE
D%
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FD-204 (Rev: 3-3-59)

Copy to:

Report of: -

Date:

Field Office File #:

Title:

Character:

Synopsis:

UNlTElﬁ STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

SA JOHN L. PUDDISTER  Offie JACKSON
May 2, 1968 | '

JN 157-9586 Bureau File #: 44-38861

JAMES EARL RAY;
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
(DECEASED) - VICTIM

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEWENT - ROBBERY

Motels and Standard service stations on maJor
highways in North Central and Northeastern section
of State of Miss, contacted in attempt to identify
individual depicted in artist conception of ERIC
STARVO GALT, also known as Harry Lowmeyer, John
Willard, Color photo received from Memphis FBI

.0ffice of a bedspread and bath towel exhibited to

personnel at motels in attempt to identify as being
property of the particular motel with negative
results. Investigation -at Southaven Minnow Shop,
Highway 51, Southaven, Miss., just south of the.

‘Tenn. State Line, disclosed this shop is the only

DETAILS:

This document cont
your agency; it and

establishment located which handled Schlitz 12-ounce
beer in pop-top cans, as well as Homestead Stubby

No. 20, brown paper bags. One empty Schlitz beer

can and one brown paper bag obtained from Southaven
Minnow Shop and forwarded to FBI Lab., Washington,

D. C., for examination purposes. Results of FBI

Lab. examination discloses brown paper bag similar

in all observable characteristics to paper bag previously
submitted, Personnel at minnow shop unable to identify
artist conception and unable to identify photo of JAMES
EARL RAY as depicted on Wanted Flyer No. 442-A. 1IN
VIEW OF THE CRIME FOR WHICH SUBJECT BEING SOUGHT, HE
SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.,

- P -

ains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ’ -
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA JAMES W, SAMMON:

On the dates indicated, motels and Standard
Service Stations on the below listed major highways' in
north central and northeastern portion of the State of
‘Mississippi were contacted in this matter: Personnel
at motels were exhibited composite drawings of ERIC
STARVO GALT, also known as John Willard, Harvey Lowmeyer,
received from the Memphis and Birmingham Divisions, along
with a color photograph of a bedspread and bath towel
received from the Memphis Division. Personnel at these
motels failed to identify the composite photographs of
GALT, as well as the bedspread or towel as property of
their particular motel. The guest registration cards
of motels contacted were personally checked by SA JAMES
W. SAMMON from the period of March 29 to April 5, 1968,
inclusive in an effort to determine if any guest.using
the name GALT, WILLARD, or LOWMEYER registered at that
motel. These checks met with negative results.

Standard Service Stations on the indicated highways
were also contacted and personnel at those service stations
were also exhibited artist's conceptions of GALT, along
with the colored photographs of the Standard 0il map of
the United States and the Standard 0il map of Georgia -
Alabama. Personnel at these service stations were questioned
regarding a 1966 white Mustang with an Alabama tag. Contacts
at these service stations also met with negative results.

April 10, 1968 - Highway 55 Interstate and Highway 51,
north from Batesville, Mississippi, to the Tennessee State Line.
Highway 78 southeast from the Tennessee State Line to the City
Limits of Holly Springs, MlSSlSSlppl. :

April 11, 1968 - Highways 78, 6, and 45 within the
City Limits of Tupelo, Mississippi. Highway 45 north from
Tupelo, Mississippi, to Corinth, Mississippi. Highways 45

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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2

and 72 within the City Limits of Corinth, Mississippi.

April 12, 1968 - Highway 78 East from Tupelo,
Mississippi, to the Alabama State Line. Highway 45 South.
from Tupelo, Mississippi, to Columbus, Mississippi.' Highway
82 East from Mayhew, Mississippi, to the Alabama State Line.
‘Highways 82 and 45 East within the City Limits of Columbus,
Mississippi.

April 13,1968 - Highway 82 VWest from Columbus,
Mississippi, to Winona, Mississippi. Highway 51 North from
Winona, Mississippi, to Grenada, Mississippi. 1Interstate 55
and Highway 51 North from Grenada, Mississippi, to Batesville,
Mississippi. ‘ : ‘

April 16, 1968 - Highway 72 from the Alabama State
Line to the Tennessee State Line. Highway 7?8 Southeast
from Holly Springs, Mississippi, to Tupelo, Mississippi.

April 17, 1968, Highway 45 East from Shannon,
Mississippi, to Columbus, Mississippi. Highway 278 East
from Highway 45 East from New Wren, Mississippi, to the
Alabama State Line. Highway 6 West from Tupelo, Mississippi,
to Batesville, Mississippi. The notes from contacts with
personnel at motels and Standard Oil Service Stations are
being maintained in the Jackson file regarding this matter.

The following motels affiliated with Friendship
Inns were contacted on the indicated dates and personnel
there were interviewed as set forth above and in addition,
the color photograph containing the Friendship Inn Cashmire
Bouquet soap wrapper was exhibited with negative results.

MARY MILTON, Registration Clerk, Tgwnhouse Motel,
Friendship Inn, Highway 45 South, Tupelo, Mississippi, which
motel uses Camay soap with Friendship Inn wrapper, on April:
11, 1968. )

Mrs. BROOKS PHILLIPS, Southerp/Motel, Friendship
Inn, Corinth, Mississippi, which mWoteél does handle Cashmire
Bouquet with Friendship Motel wrapper, on April 11, 1968,

3
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However, Southern Motel was negative on photographs of
GALT; negative on bedspread; and negative on bath towel.

Mrs. ANNIE LOUISE HUDSON, Marsggil Motel,
Frlendshlp Inn, Highway 45 North, West Point, M1s31ssipp§,
contacted Apr11 12, 1968. v |

WILLIAM DOVES, Registration Clerk, Columbus
Motel, Friendship Inn, Highway 82 East, Columbus,

Mississippi, does not use soap wrapped with Friendship
paper, contacted April 12, 1968. - _

The following investigation was conducted by
SA JAMES W. SAMMON on April 15, 1968, in the Southaven,
Mississippi, area, Highway 51, south of the Tennessee
State Line in MlSSlSSlppl

The following dealer outlets in that area were
contacted in an effort to determine if they had any
twelve-ounce Schlitz pop-top beer cans with the brewery
date of March 15, 1968, which was sold by them in six packs
held with a plastic ring. The following beer outlets in that
area were contacted on April 15, 1968, with negative results:

SHIRLEY JERET, Stop and Go Store, Highway 51 South.

MARY SNELL, Cashier, BILL RAGLAND, Manager, and
LESTER ENOCHS, Stock Man, A and P Supermarket, Highway 51
‘South, Southaven, Mississippi. . o A

BILL BEALE Seven Eleven Store, Highway 51 South,
Southaven, Mississippi.

MARY DRUMMOND, Drummond Drive-Inn, nghway 51
South, Southaven M1881831pp1

The composite photographs of GALT from Memphls
and Birmingham were also exhibited to the above individuals
at beer outlets in Southaven, M1391331ppi with negative
results.

In contacting motels on Highway 5§/§;rth on April
f

10, 1968, RAYMOND ROBINSON, owner of the Th¥ift Courts Motel

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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at Senatobia, Mississippi, advised that for the past

three or four weeks, a white male, name unknown, 25 to

30 years old, had been staying at that motel. ROBINSON
said that this individual is employed in Stray Horn,
Mississippi, on Highway 4 where he is employed constructing
-a water tower., ROBINSON said that this individual drlves

a white Mustang with an Alabama license.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Dote 4/22/68

- DOVALD DICKS/; was located in Stray Horn,
Mississippl, at the sight of the construction of a =
water. tower. DICKSON said that he has been in the
Senatobia, Mississippi, area for the past three weeks
and that he is employed for R, D, Cole Manufacturing
Company of Newnan, Georgla, which company constructs
water towers. DICKSON said he has been so employed for
the past nine years and is a foreman of that company.

DICKSOV said that on April 4, 1968, he was in
bed 05leep at the Thrift Courts Motel 1n Senatobla
Mississippi, when one of his employees came into the
room advising him that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING had been
shot and killed in Memphis, Tennessee. DICKSON said that
an employee, TOM CANNON, and DOUG IVEY can vouch for his
presence at the motel when KING was assassinated. DICKSON
said that his 1967 white Mustang automoblle was parked
at the motel at that time.

DICKSON said that he is not responsible for the
assassination of MARTIN LUTHER. KING, nor -can he furnish
any information 1nthat regard.,

The follow1ng is a descrlptlon of DICKSON obtained -
through observation and interview:

Sex: Male

Race: White

Age: - 29

Date of Birth: oo . .

Place of Birth: Fayetteville, Georgia :
Residence: Route 1, Fayetteville, Georgia
Height: 6 feet

Weight: v 160

Eyes: Brown

o, 4/10/68 ., Stray Horn, Mississippi Jackson 157-9586

File

SA JAMES W. SAMMON/bls 4/15/68

Y- Date dic?oted

This document contains neither recommendations nor :onclusmns of the FBIL. It is the property of the FBI and is Ioored to your agency:
it ond ils contents are not to be distributed outside your ogency. 6
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\

Hair: . Light brown, short,
curly, and parted

Complexion: = Ruddy

Build: : Slender

Education: ' - 10th grade

Marital Status: Single

Military Service: , o
T

» ' to 1963 - honorable

Employment: . Foreéman for R,D,
Cole Manufacturing
Company, Newnan, Georgia,
for past nine years

Automobile: - 1967 -white Mustang,

- 1968 Georgia license

112-D-484

Previous Arrests: " No admits

L 4
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' pate _4/22/68

_ DONALD SEWELL, employee, 7-11 Store, Number 34,
6099 Millbranch, Southaven, Mississippi, after being adv1sed
of the identity of the interviewing Agent and the nature
of the investigation, furnished the following inform?tion:
He stated that the 7-11 Store purchases its beer
from the Service Beverage Company at Clarksdale, Mississippi,

' He stated that the Schlitz delivery man appears
at that store every Wednesday., :

He advised after examining his stock of Schlitz
12 ounce pop top cans that he had two six packs in his -
refrigerator with the date March 15, 1968, He stated that
this 7-11 Store uses Toreador paper sacks, He advised they
do not utilize a number or size 20 paper sack, '

He was displayed artist's conception draw1nos fré;
Birmingham and Memphis, Tennessee,

- SEWELL recalled that in the 1atter part of March, 1968,
a white male approximately 5'9" to 5'10" in height, age 27 to
28 years of age, small frame, with a dark crew hair cut,
wearing a gray suit with black pin. stripes, glasses with black
rims, purchased beer at that store, '

SEWELL stated that he could not recall what brand of
beer this individual bought or how he paid for it,

SEWELL stated that he recalled this incident as the
authorities in Mcémphis, Tennessee, had put a curfew on beer and
llquor sales and that at the same time this individual was
in the checkout line, a highway patrolman came to the store and
told him to cut off beer sales,

4/15/68 .t _ Southaven, Mississippi  File # _ Jackson 157-9586

by SA KENNETH P, HUGHES/pac - Date dictated ___%/19/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of tho FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

8
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According to SEWELL, the patrolmen adised him that
the individuals in -line could make their purchases but no
other individuals would be allowed to purchase beer, SEWELL

tlmated the time at 3:30 p.m, ' :

: He stated that he recalled this incident as after
this white male purchased the beer, he, SEWELL, had to request
him to leave the store as he was curslng" due to the’ fact
that the beer sales had been cut off,

SEVWELL stoted that he had to tell this 1nd1v1dual to
leave the gore,

SEWELL again stated that he belleves this incident
took place during the latter part of March, 1968, when the
City of Memphis first experienced racial ploo]ems.

SEWELL stated that he had never seen this individual
before and has not seen him since, He sta2d he did not see
which way he turned when he left the store nor did he
observe an automobile,

| He stated that this individual vaguely resembled
the artist's conception drawing from Birmingham, :

SEWELL stated that he doubted he could recognize this
individual if he saw him again, ' .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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out_ 4122168

Located at the Southaven Minnow Shop, Highway
51, just south of the Tennessee State Line In Mississippi,
were numerous six packs of Schlitz twelve-ounce beer in
the pop- t0p can, held together in the six ‘pack w1th a
plastic ring, which beer was brewed by the date March 15,
1968. A can of this beer was obtained.

Also located in that minnow shop was a brown
paper bag stamped "Homestead. Stubby. 20".. One of the
brown paper bags was obtained. C

BILY and JANE M@ LAUGHLIN and their son WILLIE
- MC LAUGHLTN, the proprieTors oFf TRt minnow shop, were all

interviewed in this matter, and composite photographs of
GALT exhibited to them with negative results. Neither
they nor LAWRENCE PARKER, a frequent customer to the
minnow shop, could 1dent1fy CGALT by photograph, nor did
they recall an individual driving a white Mustang with
an Alabama license purchasing a six pack of twelve-ounce
pop-top Schlitz beer from their minnow shop.

~Mr. MC LAUGHLIN advised that GUS (last name unknown),
a salesman for the Service Beverage Company of Clarksdale,
Mississippi, delivers their beer to them, and that from his
records, on April 1, 1968, he purchased 17 cases of twelve-
‘ounce Schlitz pop- top beer on April 10, eight cases; on
- April 11, six cases; and on April 15, 1968, two cases,

It was noted that the Southaven Minnow Shop is
one-half mile south on Highway 51 from the Tennessee State
Line in Mississippi and exactly three miles south of the

. Oliver Rexall Drug Store on nghway 51 Whitehaven, Memphis,
Tennessee,

on4/15/68 o Southaven, Mississippi ., Jackson 157-9586

Flle-h'-

SA JAMES W, SAMMON/bls - ' 4/19/68

by : Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBl cad is loaned to your ejency:
it and its contents are not o be distributed outside your agency.
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bone 1122168

| LEV HOUSTOK{, hager of Service Beverage, a
Schlitz Beer Distribut. Clarksdale, Mississippi, advised
that all their beer is brewed and sent to them from their

'~ Schlitz Brewery in Longview, Texas..

HOUSTON said that GUS THOMPSON is their truck
salesman to the Southaven, Mississippi, area and does
deliver Schlitz beer to the Southaven Minnow Shop in
Southaven, Mississippi.

HOUSTON said on March 15, 1968, his company
received 2100 cases of the twelve-ounce pop-top Schlitz
beer from their Longview, Texas, brewery and all of that
beer has been distributed.

HOUSTON said that on March 20, 1968, his company
was shipped.924 cases of that beer from Longview, Texas, and
that he has 35 cases of that particular beer left, which

- was brewed at Longview on March 15, 1968, which date is
recorded on the cans. HOUSTON said that this particular
shipment was sent on March 15, 1968, from Longview to him.

HOUSTON said that therefore all Schlitz beer

brewed at Longview, Texas, on March 15, 1968, was received

by him on March 20, 1968, and that of the 924 cases received,
~ he has 35 cases remaining. HOUSTON said that from his records,
the Southaven Minnow Shop on.March 21, 1968, received four
cases of the twelve-ounce pop-top Schlitz beer; on March 28,
‘1968, five cases; and on March 30, 1968, twelve cases.
HOUSTON said that that beer received at the Southaven Minnow
Shop would have been a portion of the beer brewed in Longview,
Texas, on March 15, 1968, and received by him in Clarksdale

on March 20, 1968. '

on 4/17/68 Clarksdale, Mississippl _  Jackson 157-9586

4/19/68

This document contcins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FB! and is looned to your egency:
it ond its contenls are not to be distributed outside your agency. 11 .

by SA JAMES W. SAMMON/bls

Date dictated
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Date __ 4722/68

Mr. V., P, WAIT, Manager, Senatobia Tdh;;co_Company,
was interviewed concerning the distfibution of a Number

brown paper bag with the name ""Homestead Stubby' written on

it, at which time WAIT furnished the following informationm:
WAIT advised that Senatobia Tobacco Company is

a branch of Pettis Cigar Company and that they (Senatobia

.-

‘Tobacco) do handle a Number 20 brown paper bag with the
"name ""Homestead Stubby'" on it,

WAIT advised that the Southaven Minnow Shop,
located on Route 51, adjacent to the Mississippi - Tennessee
State Line, is the only store that is presently purchasing
this bag. WAIT stated that the Southaven Minnow Shop has
presently been purcha31ng about 250 of these bags. every two
weeks, .
WAIT further adised that the Southaven Minnow Shop
is the only store that is presently buying that particular bag
in that area. WAIT stated that the '""Market Place', located
on Route 51, across from the Southaven Minnow Shop, had purchased
this particular bag around Christmas of 1967, but this had

.only been a one time order,

WAIT advised that the closest store to the Southaven
Minnow Shop that is presently using this particular bag is
Treadways Grocery, which is in Cockrum, Mlss1331pp1, in the
southern part of DeSoto County. '

On

by

4/18/68 t SENATOBIA, MISSISSIPPI

File # Jackson 157-9586

SA WILLIAM P, LAWLER, JR, /jdh 4/19/68

Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the propcrty of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ‘
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. l '

GROVER KINNY, Stock Manager, P s an
Oxford, Mississippi, was contacted concerning the
distribution of a Number 20 brown paper bag with the
name "Homestead Stu bby written on it, at which time

KINNY Wlow1ng 1nformat10n

KINNY advised that Pettis Cigar Company buys
a Number 20 brown paper bag bearing the name "Homestead
Stubby'" from the Graham Paper Company in Memphis.,

KINNY advised that distribution to stores in
the extreme northern part of Mississippi is handled by
Senatobia Tobacco Company, in Senatobia, Mississippi,
which is a branch of Pettis Cigar Company, and that specific
information concerning the sale of this bag would have to
be obtained frpom Senatobia Tobacco.

On__4/18/68 . _OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI pile # _Jackson 157-9586

by __SA WILLIAM P, LAWLER, JR, /jdh

Date dictated 4/19/68

This document contains neither recommendatlons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is th i
e property of the FB
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. property I and is loaned to
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FQERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO’

Date . April 29, 1968

The wanted flier on JAMES EARL RAY, Wanted
Flier Number 442-A, was exhibited to BILL MC LAUGHLIN,
his wife, Mrs. BILL MC LAUGHLIN; and his seventeen-year- -
old son, WILLIAM MC LAUGHLIV JR,

All advised that RAY is totally unknown to them
and that they do not recall that individual purchasing a .
six-pack of twelve~ounce pop-top Schlitz beer, while driving
a white Mustang automobile with an Alabama license.

4/24/68 4t Southaven, Mississippi pile # _ Jackson 157-9586

by SA JAMES W. SAMMON /blw Date dictated _ 2/27/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBX It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to -
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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By communication dated April 17, 1968, the -
following items were forwarded to the FBI Laboratory,
Washington, D.C., by the Jackson FBI Office: !
One empty Schlitz beer can, 1l2-ounce size,
from Southaven Minnow Shop, Southaven,
Mississippi;

One brown paper bag from Southaven Minnow
Shop, Southaven, Mississippi.

By communication dated April 24, 1968, the FBI
Laboratory, Washlngton D.C., furnished the follow1ng
information:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Specimens received ~ 4/19/68

K169 Empty Schlitz beer can, l2-ounce size, from Southaven
Minnow Shop :
K170 Brown paper bag from Southaven Hinnow Shop

Results of examination:

Marks appearing in the number impressions on the bottoms
of K169 and the previously submitted @53 can of beer were identified
as having been made by the same number dies. The marks on the Q52
can of beer were not identified with K169 or Q53, possibly because
the marks were not so deeply or completely impressed in Q52.

v The K170 paper bag was found to be similar in all
observable characteristics to the Q55 paper bag which was
previously submitted. _

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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.»:RE MICHEL S'r. men. ;; .

| nmmonnoon CHECKS' vrcmrry oF _"rv mrn’ nvz;ﬁo:m mr onx

; namxn NINETEENTH ST., RE MICHEL s'r. PIERRE mxrxvz. cnncxs wrm
'fposm. Au-mom'rms. MIAuy, NEGATIVE, ' NO FORWARDING ADDRESS ron o h
«mcnm. ST, PIERRE ON amonn wITH nmnx 'POSTAL mmonrrxm. j “-]'~_{v :
. uicERL s-r. pxmn, ‘m 'um FOUR znno counomm vn.m na m |
"'mm'nr FOUR PRUDENTIAL - mom (Loca Anmms 'mo ONE r:vn oxm mv

" ONE nmmnnn NINETEENTH smm, xmx) m:m) BOATS mou cm'rs L'rn..

mc., FORT munmm, rx.oam, smmm m m THREE, SIXTY ssvm. e
| HE USEDSEELE CREDIT CARD FIVE FIVE rtvx 2RO mwn snvm zmo szx ey
;snvm IN PAYMENT or nmn,s, ms m oxL. i :

,sLAucaLD - [NDEXED.
stme\uzméyﬁw_wn
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fyi:_"_ﬂ;}_;_mmrrchL. ‘_ No'm-rmn ALSO APPBARED on mm'f_ OF FIVE oNE mm msn g
*\fsxx SIX THREE msn TWO TWO EIGHT- zmn'r rm ONE FOUR AREA conn

- “m.omm. Anv:sm SHE HANDLED mnsrm or TITLE ron MICHEL ST.

»}.pmmm A'r mnnsm‘ OF Azmm.o cmm.a, owm AUTORAHA. ron'r munmmm

'.iffl;-(,f.,mznA. AUTORANA ¥o LONGER TN mxsmex m crus BEING squen'r
 FOR INTERVIEW IN CAR RING CASE mm.vnm cmmxm CcARS, ‘_1'1*18”'*

) ;‘mxsm WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN. \ o =
' NmS. FLORENCE m.axm, romm mmm scan- uoms. e
s ‘»y‘nommzme mxm TITLE ron s'r. me NO x.emm mm mnnn

. A mon'rs ™ CO’NTACT AT nnsmmcz m-rmz

. MIAMY PILE TWENTY SIX DASH _mm ™0 EIGHT 8IX rom m'umn
f-’a]*«ncnm'r mnn; mmn Bmunm;" -.mAN cumnn mmmgm; FRANK cc'mom;

B ;JEAN CLAUDE BISSONNETTE, AmA cmmn DAGUST, JEAN DES MARAIS,

"':7{.‘?“9613 LWDM um-m pomz.mm mnx SAVABIA; s'mvn Snlm“-"
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& «-mu i
o _;pmn THREE

~ vazx-n SEVBN. AT QUEBEC PROVINCIA pomcx, uou'mm, Anvxsnn
CLADE DAOUBT,| ARA a:ssoxnwn.l_mns'rm EVENING SEPTEMBER 'rm.vs
| LABT IN POSSESSION WHITE SIXTY SEVEN OLDSMOBILE CONVERTIRLE, j
f‘;mma ARRESTED DAoUST m cwwrm sam. cnxnrr cann or uxcm
8T, PIERRE, 'nm ONE FIVE ONE m ONE numm 'NINETEENTH s'r.a. g

- MIAMX, FLORIDA, AND HAD FLORIDA REGISTRATION ISSUED AUGUST TRTY
i ONE MST. FOR s:x'mr sxvm cmxmc convmrxm, m F SEVEN ONE -

omz TNO SEVEN Nmn rxvx. nonmA nmxsm'rm oam ! ONE snvm o
v'_nnm ONE 'nme mo o . j T e B .

' ALBANY DETRRMINE suasmmm -ro monz r?fnvm FOUR DASH

' SIX BIX mm: msn ™o 'nvo EXGHT EYGHT, zﬁﬁv:n BISSONETTE |

~ CONCERNING BOAT nmu.s  FORT munmbm man wHO ACCOIPANIED "
nm TO FLORIDA m nn'rmumx wnmm on NOT nz IS mmxcn TO

;susmc'r RAY ANB/OR nlcm ST, PIERRE. ALBA)IY ALSO mmvxx'

t‘[;nxssmm nn mnn or CADII.LAC, ¥ NoT Amnmr nom. |

g mnmsf AIWIBED An. Ammn m mamus
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 1
“' (I\’ . .- |
! e . /

FBI
"Date: 5/3/68

Transmit the following in PLA INTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE

- (Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) and
ATLANTA S
- BIRMINGHAM.
CHICAGO
JACKSON |
KANSAS CITY
MOBILE
NEW ORLEANS
ST. LOUIS
SAVANNAH
SPR INGFIELD -
 FROM: MEMPHIS (44-1987)  (2P).
 MURKIN,
RE BUTEL MAY TWO LAST.
ONE PAIR SHORTS AND T-SHIRT BELIEVED PROPERTY oF SUBJECT
" RECOVERED IMMEDIATELY AFTER SLAYING, BORE BLACK LAUNDRY uanxs
"O TWO B DASH SIX" ON RED THERMO SEAL TAPE, SHEET AND PILLOW
CASE FOUND IN ABANDONED MUSTANG AT ATLINTA BORE BLACK LAUNDRY
MARKS "TWO ZERO RIDASH THREE" ON WHITE THERMO SEAL TAPE,

IN VIEW OF RAY'S INDICATED TENDENCIES TOWARD PERSONAL
CLEANLINESS, PHOTOS OF RAY SHOULD BE SHOWN AT ALL LAUNDRIES
"IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS OF REBUTEL AND CONSIDERATION |
‘GTVEN‘TU‘KEERTING LAUNDRIES ABOVE DESCRIBED TAGS MAY STILL
let
f ey%ﬁranTXED‘To SOME OF SUBJECT'S LAUNDRY. 4/ ,/ﬁg%ykizg.gé

THE BUREAU MAY WISH TO msan RECEIV-ING—OFFICES WITH

irtel

TOR: jap ’ fff.,u,vrﬁ M
Spevs ot ' : — ‘

Special Ageyin Charge -

Registered

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ' o
Lo ‘.

FBI
Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

_.L_;~_y__—¢-¢-——;____;.

- (Priority)

ME 44-1987

PAGE TWO |

PHOTOGRAPHS IN COLOR OF LAUNDRY MARKS,
P, END, i

" Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



RLES (AY JOHKSI

@VIMxLD,

- AT (e NALTO SN P A TITY L AT g NI
DS Y e IS {{:. A(”\iu V‘}.:' FARE w1 i 9 W ’x:q o T\

"OHAZROKE AND THAT TED AYO JOE PA :P”'

ITv N3

FU ?T’“? DVISED

" f\r"”) f\

4

K '\‘,’/"ﬂ

HrGh

| SEARCHED.....
SERIAI_JZED,- .
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X
A

- F ’
FBI MEMPHIS

FBI BIRMGHAM

311 PM URGENT 5-3-63 JGA

To DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS, AND NEW ORLEANS
FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1740

MURKIN.

JAMES W, BROWN MAS REINTERVIEWED AT TALLADEGA, ALA.,

WHERE HE IS ATTENDING REHABILITATION STATE SCHOOLS FOR THE
BLIND. HE IS BLIND IN ONE EYE. BROWN WAS UNABLE TO FURNISH

ANY INFORMATION AS TO THE POSSIBLE IDENTITY OF THE COOLEY.BRGANI-

ZATION, HE DID SAY THAT THERE VERE FOUR OR FIVE PERSONS PRESENT
WHEN RAY NMADE THE REMARK THAT AHE COOLEY ORGANIZATION WOULD

PAY TEN TH@(SAND DOLLARS TQ/GET MARTIN LUTHER KING'KILLED AND |
| ING TO KILL KING/UPON HIS RELEASE. HE/SAID JOHNNY

R ——————

.VALENT s NOONIE EDEN (PA), AND CHESTER EALEY APH) WERE THE ONLY
q—— . - . : R - . - .
THREE NAMES HE CAN RECALL OF THESE PERSONS PRESENT. HE SAID

TO THE BEST OF HIS KNOWLEDGE ALL THREE ARE STILL CONFIEND TO

' THE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY. HE SAID THIS VAS IN THE LATTER
PART'OF SIXTYTHREE. HE WILL TESTIFY TO THIS INFORMATIbN.

HE ALSO SAID HE WOULD IMMEDIATELY FURNISH ANY INFORMATION HE -

DEVELOPS OR CAN RECALL TO THE FBI CONCERNING SUBJE3{¢ /¢ 7 -’/9‘52/

END - [seArcHED......... mutm
' SERIALIZED, s FILED.

SAB I ‘ MAY - 2 1968

fBl — MEMPHIS

FBI MEMPHIS
p
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Dothan, Alabama
April 30th, 1968

Mr, William Alexander
Chief, Federal Bureau of Investigation
Mobile, Alabama :

Dear Sir: Re: James Earl Ray (one of most
wanted)

I am sending you some information which I
would ask that you will keep strictly confidential
from the public, as to name and source.

I own an Abstract Company in Dothan,
Houston County, Alabama, and have been in the Real
Estate and Title business about 35 years. The inform-
ation I am giving you is from the public records here,
and I would not want it advertised in any way publicly,
on account of probably hurting my business and my person.

The Ray family having so many relatives in,
and not too far distant from Springfield, Missouri, as
shown by the evidence sent you, it seems logical it
could be of benefit in your search, as the crime for
which he was serving occurred in Missouri.

It might not be of any value at all to you
and if not please return to me.

Yours very truly,

V4 o /Zg £
. Ozie Scarborbugh

603 Englewood Drive
Dothan, Alabama, 36301

Telephone after 5:00
otclock P, M, 792 7006

LAY Lol -5

SEARCHED INDEXED SEARCHED ______INDEXED. ——
SERIALIZED, é__ _FILED.

MAY - 3 1968 7

| FBI— MEMPHIS ~"FBI = MOGILE
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Mrs, Edith Ray Thompson was one of ten children who

were natives of Springfield, Missouri. She resides in
Dothan, Alabama for some thirty odd years. Mrs. Thompson
was also known as Mrs. John (Jno) A. Thompson.

She was one of ten (Ray) children,

Listed below are the names of all ten:

1. Edith Ray Thompson

2. Norman (Normand) Ray

3, William J. Ray

. Earl Ray

. Bessie Ray Bowser

4
5. Eva Utley (Uttley)
6
7

. Florence Ray Martin
8. Marie Butry -(Buttrey)
9. Oscar N, Ray
10. Lester Ray

Oscar N, Ray died in Dothan, Alabama, leaving one son,
Stanley Ray, and his widow, Stella Ray.

Lester Ray died in Dothan, Alabama, leaving one son,
Charles Ray, and his widow,

These two brothers died before the death of Mrs, Thompson,
and their remains returned to Springfield, Missouri.

Kathleen Jeck was connected with this estate in some way
and she was a single person on June 18th, 1958 and resided
in Springfield, Missouri.

Pat N, Lackey was connected with this estate in some way
and she was a single person on May llth, 1960 and resided
in Springfield, Missouri.

Norman Edward Bartling was anephew of Mrs. Thompson and
resided at 155 Nebraska, Casper, Wyoming on March 30th,
1956.

It is understood that:

One of three brothers listed, namely: Norman (Normand)

Ray, William J. Ray and Earl Ray, had a son, James Earl
Ray.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



File - Serial Charge Out
FD-5 (Rev. 17 . 60) )

File __44-1987-SUB-G ,
Class. Case No. - Last Serial
O pending . [J Closed Date

Serial No. Description of Serial : Charged *

Serials 566, 567, 568, & 569 returned to
contributor 5.-8-68 %@ SA Ronan (11lh)

(566 Ancillary will proceedings on the
W (o) o , Deceased, Tiled
ousto Ala)
(567 copy of deed dated 9x¥xB 9-7-57
—— T sting—heirs—ef-EVA- UTLEY)
, (568 Microfilmed copies of deeds showing
—  Signatures of different heirs of Mrs.
Edith R. Thompson, Deceased)
" (569 Copy of deed signed by Mrs. Florence
——Martin and Delbert Martin, Springf

deld,MO)

Emplque
RECHARGE

To

L R

'Date charged

Employee

Location
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

-

FBI
Date: 5/1/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMATL, .
] g (Priority)’_

' SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: ~ SAC, MOBILE (157-26‘27)]“(P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
- (00: Memphis)

I am in receift of letter dated April 30, 1968, from
Mrs. OZIE SCARBOROUGH, Y603 Englewood Drive, Dothan, Alabama 36301
(whorequested that her identity be kept strictly confidential),
sending copies of public records of Houston County, Dothan, Ala.,

concerning a RAY family of Springfield, Missouri. She thought
this family mi_ght have a connection with JAMES EARI, RAY.

'Her letter has been acknowledgéd, 5/1/68, and she
was informed that the material would be promptly checked out
to determine any possible connection.

I am enclosing to you the following:

1. Original letter from Mrs. OZIE SCARBOROUGH,
4/30/68, with typed second page listing members of the RAY
fami]).y. (Mobil is retaining a Xerox copy of this letter from

Apcillary Will proceedings on the will of EDITH
deceased, filed in Houston,County, Alabama. (will
ginally probated Greene County, Missouri. Mrs, THOMPSON was
formerly EDTTH RAY.) ‘

f/)- Memphis' (Encl 5) - o MM’ -
2 - Mobile G SEAKCHED |

i NDEXED_45__
JTB:mb SERIALIZED £ FiLED__[A

(4)
Approved: W /'7/ ‘ ' : Sent

" Special XGent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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o .
0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

\""‘-‘v' ) : 5 ' B ' . . ‘. X - : . RN ‘

Date:’ . 5/2/68 .

it the following in AL
Transmit the fo g (Type in plaintext or code).

- “(Priority)

;__—”_____;_;;___;____;___f____;_;;;_;ff_fg;f+—ff;_;f___d____;;__f_;f
To: SAC Me mphis (44 1987) |
A‘rom D1rector FBI (44 38861)

MURKIN
Reurtels 5/1/68.

Latent fingerprints and latent impreSsions previously
reported and remaining unidentified in this cas¢/are not identical

with the fingerprints of James mphis Police

e
1 —; James
th the fingerprints of one

in Westbourne, Tennessee,
who may or may not be the Wilson named in your
teletype. No palm prints here for these four individuals.

_ ¢4-/¢/7/,w ) “17/

- TSEaRone
‘SERIALIZED

. Sent Via -
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8T 5-3-63
RECTOR AND

~
I:J

TEL, ¥AY Tud, -LA&S
JOHAN EDWARD JOHNSS

JAILL INIATE -
ATES NCT CLOSTLY &SSOCIATED WITH HIW- AND

TNCE SIXTYFOUR. NMEVER HZARS OF CB”L“Y 0= COOLEY AC?JC
Rt 5

INTENDED. TO KILL_KIMGZ

B ATE, STATES ﬂ:V:” l5EW

N AT JEFFER30Y CITY.

SERIALIZED.
M/ 72, 31968

FBl —
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Rouﬂng. Gk
0-7 (ReviP31-67)

TO: SAC,

] Albany

(] Albuquerque

[] Anchorage
{—] Atlanta

] Baltimore
[C] Birmingham *
{] Boston

] Buffalo

[] Butte

[] Charlotte
[} Chicago
[] Cincinnatt
[] Cleveland -
{_] Columbia
[] Dallas

[] Denver

[] Detroit

[C] El Paso
{1 Honolulu

RE: -

MURKIN

[ For information

[ Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA «

dated

[[] Indianapolis

[] Jackson

(] Jacksonville

[] Kansas City

[ Knoxville

] Las Vegas

[] Little Rock

] Los Angeles

[] Louisville

E’ﬁ:;phis

[] Miami
Milwaukee
Minneapolis

] Mobile

[[] Newark

] New Haven

[] New Orleans

Retention
[] optional

[] action

[C] The enclosed is for your information.
all sources, [j pamphrase contents.

{T] New York City
(] Norfolk
[] Oklahoma City
[] Omaha
[] Philadelphia
[] Phoenix
[] Pittsburgh
{C] Portland
(] Richmond

St. Louis
[ Salt Lake City
{71 San Antonio
{_] San Diego
[] San Francisco
{] San Juan
] Savannah
[] seattle
[C] Springfield

Date

May 3,

(Copi‘e}, foI Offices Che"cked‘-- P o

D Houston

e} Tampu :
(] Wcshlnqton Field
] Quantico .

TO LEGAT:

] Bemn

[ Bonn
) Buenos Aires

Hong Kong
London
) Manila - 7"
[] Mexico, D.F. -
[ ottawa " 7
[] Paris -
[] Rome
] Santo Domlngo

] Tokyo

For appropriate

1968

[ S\lxrep. by

If used in a future report, []

Remarks:

Enclosed are copies of another

[ /
5(,,'497:1 5'/3/43
vzn P

photograph taken of James Earl Ray, aka
Eric S. Galt in Fall of 1967.

el

Butile 45-38861)

Urfile

Pead s

¢ sy

SEAPCHL)

bERlAdLH.Jé?” LD

F st ;INH‘_:J': ci

B
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HOYEVER,
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SHRITING SAMPLES

DATE FILE STRIPPEDy,/
VINITIALS Lt[ﬂ/ﬁﬁ

L /97

[ SEARCRED....... INDEXED... 2.
SERIALIZED £3ueseennc FILED........ \.. Yo
~MAY - 31958

/7 FBI — MEMPHIS

pte o
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oinkre
(RPN

A D e -
ARC, GHIC ‘uw, MENMPHIS, DINVER, NEWARK
. i ‘L,

.a‘—-l t‘x

T}J Rv-v ~

wa" i ,',"3 ’1 «)"97.’

STATZ

yif- 194%-
SEARCHED...s0u sl NDEXED.. .?)
SERIALIZED, .. N 191 RO ¥

MAY - 3 1958

FBI — MEMPHIS

B 4
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ND DOES HOUSE

VL”*’L‘

7 SalLY CONTACT WITH PATRONS, VIRGINIA

QPPROFRIATE COVERAGE MAINTAIL!

JPAN , (12 T, QUIlC
TOLL CA4LL BLIP3

TN Y B i S0 pyr 0RO OuY

V7
RrAUIN ASY (VI

S,II&T,.:D tDT SHOY AN
THO SEVEN ONE FOUR TWO FRSU T

»,;v M MY D

,u:_dA

TO APRIL

DEYTL SR YT
SEVIN SEVIH

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TVENT YFIVE.
1% SEVEN

A TWENTYZIGHT TO CINTER,

SEVEN T0 CENTER, MIZSOURI, ¢
APRIL,

TNt - By
FYIR ZIGHT;

0¥ A, WASHINGECN, F

NGFIELD, ILLINOIS,

D1 TWO FIVI Foux
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AZOQVE NUE

ANY TONTACT ,:;-w SUB J’:CT.—.

ILL :,‘:,T"‘“" II‘IL 101.0?' R5 OF A30VE NUE 3LRS.

2
\
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N

/44=19%7/ ST, LOUIS /4447757

FROM CHICAGO /44-1114/

THE
ZVENING TJ INTERVIEY JERRY RAY,
A MOTEL LAST EVENINS,
ADVISING HE WAS LEA
DATE, DRIVING HI
' WITH FATHER
IE OR Fauai
EDIA INTZREST HAS
LOUIS OFFICE.

CUMTIQUINC

SEAZCHED......... .INDzacs
SERIALIZED ). FILED...

MAY -'11968

) FBI — MEwiPHIS
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"ﬂﬂ."ll.f'{.".':)u}\ (SN tHE = 1l B QDVIJ;.’..L/’ o ol ! ANz Lunlio

IN FLORID

M’M A 47

SERIALIZED, f,...... FlLED

MAY - 1%8

FBl —

wovirs
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SEVIM AND ONE THIRTZEN FOJRTLzZW
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K - o inT -«T ~.
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