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STRADER stated he had found a note in the recessed area of. the
speedometer of his car. (Mrs. STRADER pointed out that the speedometer
has been broken; therefore, her husband was not normally attracted

to the speedometer). She related this note was made up of words cut
from newspapers and pasted on the back of a pocket calender (unable
to describe the calendar). Mrs. STRADER said the note read in
substance, "If you go to the police or the FBI you will be killed."”
Mrs. STRADER advised her husband, after returning with the note,
proceeded en route Detroit, Michigan, and after a short period of
time had elpsed, he telephonically contacted her, stating he was at
the Holiday Inn, Bloomington, Illinois. Mrs. STRADER stated her husband
informed her that upon reaching the road one mile north of the
CARMICHAEL residence, and Route 66, he saw a 1966 or 1967 Chevrolet,
tan in color, no license information, with two men in the car, parked
along the road. Mrs. STRADER stated her husband teld her that this
car followed him en route Bloomington. However, they did not turn
into the Holiday Inn when he did. Mrs. STRADER advised her husband
then told her he was proceeding on to Detroit, Michigan,

Mrs. STRADER advised upon discussing above with her pareats,
her mother, Mrs. E. P, CARMICHAEL, stated she had noticed a late
model, tan car, making several trips on the main rural road near
the CARMICHAEL residence on the early morning of 4/22/68.

Mrs. STRADER advised that on the night of 4/22/68 her
husband telephonically contacted her, but he would not disclose his
location as he stated he was afraid to mention his location over the
phone. She related her husband told her that he stopped at a rest
stop area after leaving Indianapolis, Indiana. Upon leaving his car
and walking the direction of the men's restroom, he saw a tan .
automobile occupied by two men driving very slow. He stated at this
time the rider in this autombbile fired a shot at him. - STRADER told
his wife the shot just missed his ear and he, STRADER, hit the
ground where he laid as if he had been hit. STRADER stated that the
tan car disappeared and he has not seen it since.

Mrs. STRADER stated her husband believesthis action was
‘due to his being in the men's restroom at the Gulf Truck Stop,-
Lebanon, Tennessee, on 3/27/68, where he allegedly overheard five men
planning to kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Mrs. STRADER stated her
husband told her that one of the men in the restroom was RAY, whom
he recognized after RAY's photograph was published. She stated he
further informed her that he would be able to recognize the other men
he saw in the restroom. Mrs. STRADER advised she recalls being at the
Gulf Truck Stop at Lebanon, Tennessee, on 3/29/68., She stated upon
their leaving the truck stop, her husband did not mention to her anything
of hearing of the plan to kill KING. She stated she does recall her

.
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appeared in "Life™ magazine, and the Governor of Louisiana placed
a stop to the entire operation. .

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information as
to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid.
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any
information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact
any FBI Field Office, who will then arrange for an interview
with him,

For information receiving offices, Inspector THOMAS E.

BISHOP, SOG, on 4-24-68 advised he had received a telephone call from |
CARL STERN Washington, D, C., NBC Office, who told him that a ’
man (FNU) STRADER whom he had met on one occasion while cover-
ing a story in the South, had, on 4-24-68, telephoned him from
someplace around Toledo, Ohio. STRADER informed him he was
en route to the home of his wife's parents in Lexington,
Il1linois. He then told STERN a '"fantastic tale" about him,
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on 3-29-68 in Lebanon,
Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING.
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people
involved in the conversation knew he had overheard them, and
they had taken his license number. STRADER believed there
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time.
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning
KING's murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet
him at his convenience in their territory. According to Mr.
STERN, BISHOP stated that STRADER is afraid to approach any.

- office and may desire to have someone meet him at a location
other than an office. :

The files of the Springfield Office contain the
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be
determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois'

On 11-19-65 ROBERT STRADER, 6'1L" - 2", 175 1bs.,
employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illinois, and in
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards-
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SIfile 91-2642,

—de
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In 10-66 prosecution of ROBERT H. STRADER was
declined in an ITSMV matter which involved a rental car,
ROBERT H. STRADER had represented himself as an employee of
General Telephone Co., of Illinois, registering at two
motels at Bloomington, Illinois, and had skipped without
properly checking out and without paying for his room.
SHRADER could not be located at that time but was described
as a white, male, 35 - 40, 5'10" - 6', 150 1lbs., dark brown
hair, medium build and medium complexion. He was subject
of Sifile 26-29006,

One ROBERT HOOD STRADER was subject of an ITSMV;
UFAP - AUTO THEFT case in which Milwaukee was 00,9/63,
Bufile 26-316708, SIfile 26-23403, This individual had a
rather extensive arrest record dating back to 11/48 at which
time he was AWOL and which involved record of arrest for issuing
worthless checks, mail fraud, investigation of forgery, and
defrauding an innkeeper. ROBERT H, STRADE3 whose FBI No. was
given as 244 633 A, was twice a patient at hospitals, one as
a patient at the Patton State Hospital concerning which finger-
prints were furnished by the State Bureau of Identification,
Sacramento, California, on 8-3-60 and subsequently again on
9-21-60, was a patient at Atascadero State Hospital, California.
That individual was described as white, male, approximately
6'3", 190 1bs., fair complexion, hazel eyes, brown hair and
was considered to have suicidal tendencies,

A check through NCIC on 4-30-68 indicated ROBERT
STRADER was not currently wanted.
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¥rs. RUTH BAUCOM, Lee County Clerk's Office,
Land-Lease Agreements, Lee County Courtheusa

¥rs. RUTH WERYZ, Better Business Diviaion,
Ft. Myers-lLee County Chamber of Commerce

MAY WISE, Caloosa Trailer Park, 1209 N.
Tamiami Trail, North, Ft. Myers, Fla,

ALBERT RHSTEDT, Hidden Cove Trailer Mk,

lra M. WELCH, Palm 'HN Piae Truiler ’rown.
. 1016 Superior, Pt. Hyers

Mr., WILLIAM BONNENBERG, Sun~N-Fur Traller
Park, Rt. 80, Ft. Myers, Fla,

Mrs. GLADYS COON, Ft. Myers Trailer Park
and Bupply, 311 Cleveland Ave., Ft. Nyers

BYRON TENNISON, Secretary and Treasurer,
Florida Mobile Home Association, 311
Cleveland Ave., Ft. Myers. (Mr. TENNISON
advised that his organization keeps records of all major
trailer parks and, in his capacity as Manager of the
Ft. Myers Trailer Park and Supply Co., for the last 12
years, he has become familiar with all trailer parks in
the area of Ft. Myers. He stated he feels that had a
family by the name of BARBER operated a trailer park
for any length of time in the Ft. Hyers area, he would
know about it. He stated he cannet associate the mme
of BARBER with say trailer park operation in Lee County.)

HBENRY WRIGHT, Identification Officer, Lee
County BO

SHELLY DEMKO, Records Clerk, Ft. Myers PD

CAROL BARRY, Lee County Credit Bureau.

The Ft. Myers telephone and city directories
shows no listing under the name of GLENN or JAMES BARBER
nor a Barber Trailer Park.
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Mrs. S. OLSON advised that she does not know any
of PAT's friends in California. She has never heard the name
of CHARLES or RITA STEIN, MARIE MARTIN or MARIN. The name,

- aliases and photograph of JAMES EARL RAY are unknown to her.
Mrs. S. CLSON advised that her husband, age 50, 1is employed
with the Contee Construction Co., Baltimore, Maryland, Tele-
phone 636-3758, and is not home during the week. She is
certain that he would not be famillar with the names of STEIN
or MARTIN or RAY,

Los Angeles, deﬁermine if PAT OLSON is known to
STEIN's and interview OLSON for knowledge of subject.
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