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Will continue efforts to lecate subject RAY,

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA:

Infermation cbpies sent Atlantz, Birmingham, Chicago,

Houston, Jackson, Kensas City, Los Angeles, New Orleans,
and St. Louls Divisions in view of penalnﬂ 1nvesclgat1on
in those Divisions..

No leads arebeing sei forth in this report
as they have been -and are being set out by more expeditious
communications.

For the sake of brevity, the body of this
report does not contain the voluminous negative information
obtained by the Springfield Division during the period of
this report. This information is a matter of record in the
Springfield Division and reflects negative information ve:

(1) - ERIC STARVO GALT, agency checks; barge lines;
dance studios

(2) Laundry checks
(3) Agency checks re HARVEY LOWMYER or LOWMEYEP

(4) Canvass, of unsolved bank robberzes in %he
Sprzngil@ld DlVlSlOﬂ :

{5) Canvass of 1aw enforcement agencies re
unidentified ldétent fingerprints

(6) Auvtomobiles stolen fronthe State of Georgia

(7) Possible eusped%s and lookalikes which

. originated and . were resolved wholly within
the Springfield Division

(8) Nonproductive interviews zs a result of’
various telephone and malil coverage

o
<.z . Cover-Page
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IIX. FAMILY OF JAMES EARL RAY
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PARSONS. advised that ]
~prostitute in Quincy, Illinois,

PARSOX S advised tn“t he had never heard of JAMES
BARL RAY working any where and from his knowledge of JAMES . -
EARL RAY and that family, he did not know of any racial
hatred or- dislikKe of Negroes by the family. He stated,
however, that he did hear JERRY RAY mention one time after
being in St. Charles Reformatory, St. Charles, Illinois,
in approximately 1952 or 1953 that he had had considerable
txouble with Negroes at St, Charles, He stated that he
had found this to be so with most white prisoners who
had been in 2 penitentiary with Negroes and- that sometimes
there seems to develop some typ° of rac1a1 difficulty at
prisons.

- PARSONS advised that at the present time, MELBA
MARIE RYAV is living on a disability pension. He stated
that she had been arrested in Quincy on several occasions
for breaking out window lights with a cross and claimed
that God had told her to do this., He advised that MELBA
MARIE will make a cross out of a large two by four and
smash window lights on occasions, He stated he did not
know of any violence.on any other member of the family.

PARSONS adVLSed that he had not had any recent
contact during the last four years with any member
family other than MELBA MARIE RYAN but he knew that

and that JUSAN RYAN was either adopted
by some family 4n Quincy-or else was placed in a foster
bhome, He stated that the case worker for Catholic charities
in Quincy, Illinois, should be able to furnish background
-information concerning the family,. t :
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‘On 8/9/55 MELBA MARIE RYAN was committed to
the Jacksonville State Hospital, Jacksonville, Illinois,
and custody of RYAN taken from GEORGE PARSONS and given
to the Illinois Youth Commission. Judge SCHOLZ advised
that apparently at that time HELBA MARIE RYAN had
attempted to set fire to the PARSONS' home. He stated

. that this had been kept guiet by PARSONS and was not.
known generally

" On 8/6/57 MELBA MARIE ‘'RYAN was granted a. dlscharge
from the Jacksonville State Hospital. - -

On 10/24/57 custody of FRANKLIN RYAN and SUSAN
RYAN was given to the Cathollc Charltles of Sprlngfmeld
Illinois. . RPN

v
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understanding that he had lived with many women but had

probably newer married any other than the motner of the
children. .
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. : 'In 1963 she had information that the fathér,
living under the name of JERRY RAYNE, was re51dlng at
“RFD, Clarence, Jlssourl ) .
In 1963 F?AHKLIN D. RYAN had died in Weut Qulncy,
Missouri, and was later buried.
She advised that she does not know what exact’.year
the family moved to Quincy, but thought it was around 1948
-and stated that definitely JAMES EARL RAY was the oldest
child in this family. She listed the children as follows
in order of age:
Son JAMES EARL RAY
Son JOHN RAY
Son . JERRY RAY
: Daughter - MELBA RAY
i , - Daughter CAROL RAY
ER _ Son FRANKLIN D. RAY
- ‘ Daughter - SUZAW RAY '
i _She advised that she knew that the father of this
%i R group of children had used the name of JAMES RAY, GERALD RAY,
i JAMES RYAN and GERALD RYAN, as well as JERRY. She stated
‘1: - that the father RAY had been a ladies' man and it was her
1

. She advised that a Mrs. MAHER was the grandmother
S _-of the children, and in the past had induced them to run
‘ away from home and aeoarently had died in St. Louxs wnlle
- Mrs. MAHER was livin ith LUCILE RYAN.

She felt that the entire family is close enough to
“the criminal element that the family has developed an
-attitude of not cooperating with the law and she feels that
it is possible that any member“of the family mlg“t harbor
JAMES EARL RAY; however, she stated that this is merely a

personal belief and-she had ro 1nformatlon tha* the famlly
; - had ever harbored anyone.
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