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: On 4—20 68, WALTER TERRY RIFE was -re- 1ntervlewed
-g;?at the Virginia Hotel 534 North Second Street, by SA LLYON
H DAVIS and ASAC DOVALD T. SULLIVAN

RIFE furnished the following information:
RIFE advised that he had had no contact with JAMES

EARL RAY, FBI #306 443 A, since he last saw RAY in the
Federal Penitentiary in Leavenworth, Kansas, in 1957,

soa

RIFE advised that the best he could remember
concerning RAY that RAY had had close associates or
relatives at one time in the Alton, Illinois, area, He
stated that he felt that RAY had at one time hung out
axound taverns owned by TERRY TWEET in the Alton area,
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RIFE advised that he knew that RAY had at one
time close contact with some fencé in Peoria; Illinois,
to whom RAY sold stolen items, By this he stated that
he meant that RAY was a thief and would stezl anything
during the period of time he knew RAY from the late 1940s
until 1955 and this included household items, groups of
~burglaries of business establl hments and such-like and
that RAY would get rid of hqt items. through a fence in
Peoria, RIFE advised that’ he had no idea as to the
identity of this fence, .
RIFE stated that he (RIFE) had lived in the Peoria,
Illipnois, area until 1967 when RIFE moved to the home of his
-‘brother LOVNIE RIFE at Baylis, Illinois. RIFE then in 2-68
had taken over the operation of the restaurant at the Virginia
- Hotel and had been 0perating this restaurant sipce that time,

RIFE again relterated that any of the ind1v1duals

<cwho-11vcd or worked at the Vlrglnla Hotel could verify .the

fact that he had been at the Virginia Hotel for the period
3-27-68 through 4-4-68. He stated also that since he and

his wife operated the: restaurant together and_since hie wifa oo
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had had a baby in 2-68, it had been neceésary'fgr him to work
long hours and to also be at home on a regular basis to take

. care of the RIFE's three other chil@ren.

He again stated that members of the Quincy Police
Force could verify that RIFE had been in Quincy on a daily

" basis inasmuch as the police checked the Virginia Hotel

every night,

_ RI¥E advised that he would be-available for inter-~
views by the FBI at any time and that in the event that he
was not working or at his home 214 Lynn Street, Quincy,
Illinois, SAMUEL EDINA HARPER, a Clerk at the Virginia Hotel,
would know of his exact whereabouts, and RIFE could be
reached in a short period of time,

RIFE advised that he could not remember anyone .in

\the Quincy axea who was close to the subject and could not

think of anyone who might have any information concerning
RAY, ‘

RIFE advised that he did not feel that MELBA
MARIE RYAN, the sister of the subject, has had any contact

"~ with RAY and he certainly is aware of the fact that MELBA

MARIE RYAN has had serious mental problems and that any
information that she would furnish could not-be relied on,
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The following investigation was conducted by SA S
ELYON H. DAVIS AND "THOMAS M. SCHOENHOFLR on 4 19-68;

Trooper EARL MC FEETERS, Illinois State Police,

. Hull, Illinois, advised that he has since 3-18-68 seen
- LONNIE RIFE and WALTER RI¥XE almost on a daily basis. .He

advised that until recently, WALTER RIFE had lived at the
home of LONNIE RIFE; however, WALTER RIFE is now working
at the Virginia Hotel in Quincy, Illinois,. operating the
restaurant in that Hotel, MC FEETERS advised that he does
not believe either RIFE has made any long trips from the
Quincy, Illinois, area or has been gone from Quincy, Ill.,

for any extended period of time during the past month.

On 4-19-68, Detectives DON CAPPS and HAROLD LAMB,
Quincy, Ill., PD, advised that they are night detectives for
that PD, Each advised that as a usual thing on their night
routines they pass the Virginia Hotel, 534 Norih Second St.,
Quincy, I11. They advised that they cannot state for certain

.on any exact date that WALTER RIFE was at the Virginia Hotel;

however, they have seen him there practically every night
operating the restaurant in the Virginia Hotel, Each advised
that RIFE certainly could not have been gone for any extended
period of time from Quiney without their knowing of this and
that RIFE was certalnly not gone for several days at any tlme

On 4~19 68, MARY*UAN RIPE home address ‘214 Lind

.Street, Quincy, IllanlS, was interviewed at her place of

employment the restaurant at the Virginia Hotel, 534 North

-Second Street Quincy, Illinois, She advised that she is

married to WALTER TERRY RIFE "and that her husband has been:

in Quincy, Illinois, for every day since February, 1968: - She

stated that her husband certainly was not gone any day from

- 3-27-68 through 4-4-68, She advised that he was working

each day at the restaurant in the Virginia Hotel operated

. by her husband. She viewed a photooraph of JAMES EARL RAY,
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--MARIE RYAN resides at:the Virginia Hotel and that shortly -
" before being "interviewed she had learned that MELBA MARIE
-~ _RYAN was supposed to be 'the sister of the individual charged:

FBI # 306 443 A, made on 3-17-60. -She advised that she had

~ nevey seen this individual in her life and had never heard
_her husband speak concerning this individual, MARY JAN RIFE

advised that she has been married to WALTER TERRY RIFE since
1961 and that during that period of time JAMES EARL RAY has
never contacted him for any reason. She advised that MELBA

o,

with the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KING, She advised this
was the first time she had ever heard of JAMES EARL RAY and

: did not know that RAY was a brother to MELBA MARIE RYAN.”

She also adv1sed that MLLBA MARIL RYAN is a mental
case and has been in Jacksonv1lle State Hospltal Jachsonv111e
IllanlS on numerous occasions.

On 4-19-68, SANUEL EDWARD HARPER Desk Clerk, Vlrglnia

' Hotel, 534 North Second Street, advised that WALTER TERRY RIFE

operates the restaurant in the Hotel. HARPER advised that
WALTER TERRY RIFE had been working every day at .the restaurant
since 2-68 when he took over the operation of the restaurant,
He advised that RIFE's wife had given birth to a child in

and that during the period of time that RIFE's wife was

"in the hospital, he had operated the restaurant practically _
“without any help and had worked from 15 to 18 hours a day. . i

HARPER advised that RIFE has not been gone from Quincy, I1l.,

"for any one—day perlod ‘since taklng over the operatlon of the,'
'trestaurant . ) ely, oo

~‘ !‘_ .

A photovraph of«JAMES-EARL RAY was exhlblted to-

':HARPER'V HARPER advised that this individual was unknown to

him and stated he had never seen RAY to hlS recollectlon

_durlnc -his tife.

. “‘..HARPER advised that. MELBA MARIE RYAN vesides: at.
the Virginia Hotel; however, 'he had never heard her. mentiOn

JAMES EARL RAY and did not know that this was the brother of

MELBA MARIE RYAN until that date, HARPER advised that MELBA

" -MARIE RYAN had resided at the Virginia Hotel since 12-67 and
" he is certain that RAY has not v151ted the Virginia HOtel
‘_durlng that period of tlme -
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On 4-12~68, attenpts were madé to interview MELBA
MARIE RYAN; however, she was in a hysterical state and it
was impossible to conduct an interview on that date, She’
advised that she would be available for an interview on
4-20--68 and that she was willing to consent to.an interview
with the FBI. She did stated during a short period of time
an interview was attempted to be conducted that she had no
idea as to the whereabouts of her brother JAMES EARL RAY.

’
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MAY 1, 1968

Dote

On April 19, 1968, WALTER TERRY RIFE, home. address

214 Lind Street, Quincy Illtnois, was interviewed at his
place of busmness Vlrglnia Hotel, 534 North Second Street,
Quincy, Illinois. Before the interview, RIFE was advised

of his rights by SA ELYON H, DAVIS and a Waiver of Rights
Form was read to RIFE, RIFE advised he would not sign the
Waiver of Rights Form butsthat he was will:ng to discuss
apything with FBI Agents, :

RIFE furnished the following ihformation:

RIFE advised that -he last saw JAMES EARL RAY, FBI
#306 443 A, in 1957 when WALTER TERRY RIFE was released from
the United States Prison at Leavenworth, Kansas,

RIFE advised that he had been arrested in- 1955
with JAMES EARL RAY at Hannlbal, Missouri, and both had been
charged with the possession of stolen money orders from a
Post Office, - He advised that these had been taken from a
Post Office at Kellerville, Illinois, in a burglary and that
he and JAMES EARL RAY had then traveled throughout the United
States cashing these postal money orders, He advised that
they had traveled to New Orleans, Florida, Kansas City and
California, cashing the stolen money orders before belng
arrested at Hannibal, Missourl. A

Both were then sentenced to the United States
Penltentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas. S N
i RIFE advised that he had seen JAMES EARL RAY almost
on a daily basis at the penltentlary at Leavenworth from 1955

until RIFE was released from the penitentiary in 1957. RIFE
later learned that RAY was hot released from the penltentlary
at Leavenworth until 1958, He stated that he had not been in
contact with RAY since that date and had no knowledge of RAY's
activities other than he had heard .that RAY was sentenced to
the Missouri State Penitentiary in the early 1960's. He had-
no idea as to the ‘charge concerning RAY at that time; however,
he thought it was some type of armed ‘robbery. -

> -

4-19-68 ,,  Quincy, Illinois”

cilos_ SI 44-561-

On
: SA THOMAS M, SCHOENHOFER oL SN
by, SA ELYON H DAVIS I - /ras Date dictoted 4-25-68
This document contains ncither recommendations rior conclusions of the FBI. It is the propsr!y of the FBl ond is locncd to your agency:

it ond its conten!s are not to be dlsmbu!ed outside your age==-
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. could verify that he had not‘left the Qulncy, Illinois, area,

ELYON H. DAVIS

SI 44-561

money and he knew that uurlng that tlme ‘that RAY broke into
houses and stole money or goods he could sell, RAY also
pulled stick-ups with a gun and that RAY committed burglaries
in which safes were involved.  RIFE advised that he does not
want to talk about any particular job that he might have been
involved in with RAY, He stated that RAY would also roll

drunks, to.obtain money and would obtain money any way- that-

a thief could obtain money. He stated that RAY was a roamer

. and a’loaner and did not seem to have any close friends.

.~ RIFE felt that in the event that JAMES EARL RAY
ever returns to the Quincy, Illinois, area, RAY will contact

"RIFE, RIFE stated, however, that he has no knowledge that

RAY has-returned to Quincy since 1955 and does not believe
RAY has returned to Quincy or he would have known SOmethlng
concernlng the return of RAY.

e —

RIFE adv1sed that he would not hlde JAMLS EARL RAY

and would immediately notlfy the ¥BI of any 1nformat10n he -
.recelves concerning. RAY's vhereabouts. .

~RIFE advised that he personally knew nothlng con—"

- cerning-the shooting of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING in Memphis,

Tennessee and that he most certainly himself was not in the o

- Memphis area during the period of March. 27,-1968 through
April 4, 1968. He advised that this could be verified.

- from all people connected with the Virginia, Hotel as well
as_members of -the Police, Department of Quincy, Illinois,

He stated .that night policemen-cruise by his restaurant '

at the Virginia Hotel practically every hour -of each night

and that the night detectiyves and also patrolman LARRY COLLINS

"RIFE advised that he Knew that JAMES EARL RAY' s uncle

'EARL RAY had moved to California from the .Quincy, Illinois, ‘area -
‘ten to fifteen years before and.that he thought the uncle. had

died with a heart attack. He knew that somewhere he had under- o

.stood that EARL RAY was dead.-

RIFE -advised that he could furnxsh no information

concerning possible contacts of JAMES EARL RAY.

The Harborlng Statute was explained to RIFE by SA

-t
e
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*; Missouri, RAY was living at the Victor Hotel on North Sixth

* operator of the Victor Hotel is now deceased.
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RIFE advised that he first met 'JAMES EARL RAY around i
- 1942 when apparently RAY and his family moved to Quincy, Il1linois,
from some small town in Missouri. He stated that RAY had close
connections in Quincy and that during the period of time that

he had known RAY, RAY had resided with his Uncle, EARL RAY, in
Quincy and at the time he and RAY were arrested in Hannibla,

Street in Quincy, Xllinois. He advised that the Victor Hotel
has been closed for many years and that he understands the

- RIFE advised that he had never heard RAY mention his
father..or talk very much concerning his relatives and RIFE .
advised that he did not know that MELBA RYAN, who resides at
the Virginia Hotel was RAY's sister until learning on that o
date that RAY was charged with the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER

KING. ~

. RIFE advised that when he and RAY were apprehended
“in Hannibal, Missouri, they were accompanied by KATHERINE DORIS
BUSKIRK., He advised that he is certain that RAY had never met
BUSKIRK until the date of their arrest in Hannibal and that he
(RIFE) had picked up BUSKIRK in a tavern in Quincy and took
her to Hannibal on.a date, He advised that BUSKIRK is pre-
sently married to WILBUR CONNORS in Quincy, Illinois,

. RIFE stated that he remembered ‘distinctly that. BUSKIRK
and RAY did not know’ each other until he introduced’ them on the
A.date the three were arrested in Hannibal., He stated that BUSKIRK
was not actually arrested But was released and that she had nothing:
to do with the passing of the stolen postal money orders.,

RIFE advised that he had pever yvisited in the RAY
- home in Quincy, Illinois, and had no idea as to the address
-of RAY's people or the number of relatives that RAY had in .
Quiney,- ‘He stated that he and RAY as a normal thing, did not
actually run around together but would meet each other in

taverns at which time they would talk and decide to do some~
thing together,

U . ‘RIFE advised that during the'period of time that he -
had known JAMES EARL RAY, RAY hdad been 'a thief", He stated
that RAY would do anythlnc durlnc that period of time to make

e
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
ELYON H. DAVIS: '

On April 23, 1968, MARY JAN RIFE, 214 Lind Street,

Qﬁincy, Illinois, advised she is certain her husbhand, WALTER

TERRY RIFE, has no knowledge of the present activities or
whereabouts -of JAMES EARL RAY,

She stated also that MELBA MARIE RYAN, sister of

'RAY; still resides at the Virginia Hotel and eats almost

all of her meals at RIFE's restaurant in the hotel,. -She
stated that MELBA MARIE RYAN has told her on several
occasions during the last three or four days that she has
no information or knowledoe of the whereabouts of JAMES
EARL RAY.

She advised that MELBA MARIE RYAN has been highly
emotional during the past few days and she felt that this

was due to numerous reporters attempting to 1nterv1ew MELBA -
MARIP RYAN,

She advised th“t MELBA MARIE RYAN is a mental case"

and no reliance can be placed on any statement made. by MELBA
RYAN, :

W
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The f0110w1n° investigation was conduCLed by SA
"ELYON H. DAVIS: :

On April 23, 1968, WALTER TERRY RIFE, 214 Lind
Street, was relntervlewed at his place of bus1ness the )
V1rg1n11 Hotel Restaurant Quincy, Illinois, . ¥

-RIFE advised that once when he was fingerprinted-~
after his arrest on a possession of stolen postal money
“orders ‘with JAMES EARL RAY in 1955, he was booked undex
the name of VERNON ELMO RIFE, He stated that VERNON ELMO
RIFE has never been an associate of JAMES EARL RAY and has
never been in jail with RAY and this is the reason records
in Missouri would show RAY was arrested with VERNON ELMO
.RIFE instead of WALTER TERRY RIFE,

RIFE advised that when he and JAMES EARL RAY were
passing the stolen money orders throughout the United States
after their arrest in Hannibal, Missouri, they claimed they
had purchased these money orders from a wino named WILLARD
J. MC BRIDE, He advised that this information 3s not correct
and they did not purchase the money orders from any WILLARD
J. MC BRIDE, He advised that he has never known a WILLARD
J. MC BRIDE and that he and RAY obtained the money orders
in Adams County, Illinois, He said that the Post Office
at Kellerville, Illinois, is located in Adams County, Illinois,
.and that he dld not intend to admit to any burglary but that~~~~'
neither RAY nor RIFE, obtalned the money . ord°rs out51de of
..Adams County. o '13&

RIFE advlsed that durlng the perlod of time that he
and RAY were passing the. moﬁéy orders, they traveled extensively
throughout the United States to towns in Florida, New Orleans,
Louisiana, St, Louis, Missouri, Kansas City, Mlssour1 acroess
the United States to Callfornla and back. to the Qulncz, 1111n01s,
Eannibal, Missouri, area, where they were arrested.. He stated
that there was no partlcular place that RAY seemed fond of
during that trip more than anywvhere else and that they traveled
from town to town on a spur of the moment deal and no ‘plan
or scheme was lnvolved in their travels.

'y
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He advised that during these travels he and RAY did
not contact anyone named COIN and did not contact anyone to
his knowledge, in New Orleans, Louisiana,

He advised that they did contact a.COHEN in Kansas
City, Missouri, and sole COHEN some of the money orders.

- RIFE was not certain as to the description of COHEN but thought

that he would now be an old man. RIFE personally did not know
COHEN or anything concerning his whereabouts or activities.

" He stated that COHEN was a man that they contacted in a tavern

and sold him some of the stolen money orders, . He stated that
they contact COHEN by just asking questions in taverns as to
who would by money orders, - T

, RIFE advised that he knew that JAMES EARL RAY dis-
liked Negroes immensely ; .however, he had no idea as to the
reason why. He advised that he had never known any incident
involving RAY and Negroes,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA ELYON H, DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois.

WALTER . .TERRY RIFE, operator, Virginia Restaurant,

Virginia Hotel, 534 Noxth Second Street, Quincy, Illinois,

was recontacted on April 30, 1968, May 3, 1968, May 10,

1968, and May 13, 1968, and on each date advised that he
-ecould furnish no additional information concerning JAMES

EARL RAY. He also adviséd on those dates that definitely
JAMES FARL RAY has not contacted MELBA MARXE RYAN at the
Virginia Hotel.

SAMUEL EDWARD HARPER, desk clerk, Virginia Hotel,
534 North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois, was recontacted
by SA ELYON H. DAVIS on April 25, 1968, Aprll 30, 1988,
May 3, 1868, and May 9, 1968, and on each date advised that
he could furnish no additional information coancerning
JAMES EARL RAY. On each date, he advised that MELBA MARIE
RYAN, RAY's sister, still resides at the Virginiz Hotel
and that the restaurant of the Vlrginla Hotel is operated
by -WALTER TERRY RIFE. -

On May 3, 1968 and<May 9, 1968, ART CONNORS whose
wife owns the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street,
Quincy, Illinois, was recontacted on each date and adv;sed
that he had no information concerning the whereabouts or
activities of JAMES EARL RAY not previously furnished,

On May 9, 1968, ART, CONNORS, Virginia Hotel,
Quincy, Illinois, adviaed thﬁt to. hls»knowledge, no tele~

. phone calls have been charged® ‘to the Virginia Hotel that

were made by MELBA MARIE RYAN,. * He advised that he remembers
his wife placing 2 call or else accepting a telephone call
in April 1967 from his son Sergeant ARTHUR A. CONNORS, JR,

‘who is stationed in New Jersey and was coming home to v1sit

his parents before being transferred to Vietnam. CONNORS

advised that his son Sergeant ARTHUR A. CONNORS, JR. was

presently at the CONNORS home, Rural Route 5, Quany, 111-
inois. . .

“On May 9, 1968 Sergeant ARTHUR A CONNORS, JR.

Rural Route 3, Quinc 1111n01s, advised SA ELYON H. DAVIS
. that he. placed a collect telephone call to the Virginia
Hotel from Long Branch,”New Jersey on April 9, 1968.. He

Cio ey 0 R nl104-
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advised that this was of a2 personal nature to his mother
councerning his transfer to Vietnan.

'Sergeant CONNORS advised that the name JAMES
EARL RAY is completely unfamiliar to him and that he could
not recognize any photographs of JAMES EARL RAY as anyone
he had ever geen,

-t
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B, JOSEPH ELMER "BLACKIE' AUSTIN o

e —— e s

| ~ e
.
e
z (o .
¢ .
Y 4 i
L - !
! ‘
\
>
X
%
% -
»
- T
-
-«

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




a— -

RS2,

SI 44561

The following investigation was conducted by
SA EDWARD A, CARPEN1IER, at the Menard Branch, Illinois
State Penitentiary, on April 26, 1968:

A record was located for JOSEPH E A
who has FBI #821733 whose date of blrthMiS(i
and who originally was received at the “enard Branch,
“on December 21, 1925, and he remained at the penitentiary
until July 22, 1949, when he was released and was returned
to the penitentiary on December 22, 1950, where he
remained until April 8, 19564, when he was released on
parole and again returned to the penitentiary on February 8,
1955, where he remained until April 27, 1956, when he was
again released on parole and then returned to the penitentiary
on Septembex 17, 19567, where he remained until May 7, 1959,
vhen-he was again released on parole until September 23,
1859, when he was returned until his ultimate discharge
on February 23, 1965,

According to penitentiary records, AUSTIN when
he was dismissed from Menard went to St. Leonard's House
located at 2100 West Warren Avenue, Chicago, Illinois,
-and he received a final parole on discharge on July 11,
1967, through the Parole Office located at 160 North LaSalle,
Chicago Illinois-.

According to the records, AUSTIN at one tlme,
was -transferred to the. state penltentlary at Joliet,
from August 2, 1934, until, August 15, 1936, when he was
returned from Menard " According to the records, AUSTIN .
used the names JAMES FREELEY; SHARKEY AUSTIN and BLACKEY,

-

AUSTIN was orlglnalhrreceived on a 25-year
sentence for murder and a 10 to life sentence for armed .
robbery from Morgan County, Illinois, According to the
© records, AUSTIN has a nephew by the name of RALPH whose
full name is RALPH TANNEHILL, 1432 - 4th Street, Madison,
Y1llinois, a niece, Mrs, JOE REESE 316 North H0051er,
Brazil, Indiana; a brother, CHARLES residing in. Waverly,
Ill1no;s' a brother, BERT, re51d1ng in Springfield, Illlno:s.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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AUSTIN is described as:
Race White

- Sex ale -
DOB
Height 5' 103"

Veight . 129 pounds

Eyes Blue
Complexion Dark
Hair Gray-

QOccupation Farmer
Has cut scar on
center of forehead

- A review of his correspondence file reflects
correspondence with Mrs. DOROTHY SEYMOUR, at Franklin,

IllanlS, a sister;

ROBERT REED, a case worker from St. Leonard
House, 2100 Warren Avenue Chlcago,

Father DOUGLAS WOLFE,
St. Leonards House,

Attorney J, EDWARD JONES
- 1432 VWest Harrison Sireet,
- Chicago, Illinois'

A, A, Farris Company, Inc,
122 West Lincoln Avenue
- Goshen, Indiana ‘\

- 8t. Anthony’s Inn;Inc;
29 South LaSalle Street,-
Chicago, Illinoiseg'

" Mr. GIRMRD LETTMAN
Warren Clinic

2449 Vest _Washington Boulevard
Chicago, Illino:l.s L

ol
.

I1linois;
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Mr. and Mrs., MYRICK
Caseyville Nursing Home
Caseyville, Illinoisj;.

A, B, ROBERTSON
2011 Road Street,
_ Madison; I1linois .

Waukegan Rescue Mission
Waukegan, Illinois -.

Friend = WILLYE MAE MORGAN
Waverly, Illinois; '

MYRTLE COOK
Acme Hotel
St. lLouis, Missouri

' Cousin GERTRUDE VALLING
904 Lind Street,
Quincy, Illinois

No other information of value noted in file

for AUSTIN, - -
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. On May 9, 1968, AUSTIN's brother, CHARLES, was .
located and interviewed at Waverly, Illinois and advised he-
was in receipt of a letter, dated May 7, 1968, from AUSTIN
with a return address of 2023 Warren Boulévard, Chicago,
Yllinois., CHARLES AUSTIN was not sure if his brother
was employed or not,

CHARLES AUSTIN was interviewed re subject RAY and
shown photographs of RAY but advised he was not acquainted
with the subject nor had he sver heard his brother mention
the subaect.
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* “GERTRUDE WALLING and she adviséd’ that she hEE&m
- this 1nd1V1dua1 before, JTT

ST 44-561
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The following 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by SA A
ELYON B. DAVIS a2t Quincy, Illinois, on Hay 10, 1968: i i

: 'GERTRUDE WALLING, 1120 College Street, Quincy,
Illinois, advised that she formerly resided at 904 Lind

‘Street, Qulncy, Illinois. She advised that when she

lived on Lind Street she occasionally rented rooms in
her home and sometime around 1956 she rented a roomn. to
JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN. She'adﬁifff]that she remembered
AUSTIN'S date of birth to be inasmuch as her year
of birth was the sanie and that was the only person

. she had ever lived in a house with who was born the

same year as hexr. She stated that AUSTIN when he came

to Quincy, Illinois, came to Quincy through some

contact with a Catholic priest in either Quincy or
Chicago. She advised that AUSTIN had been in the
Illinois State Penitentiary and came to Quincy -in an
effort to obtaim a job and that apparently-this unknowm
Catholic priest had obtained AUSTIN a job in Quincy.
However, AUSTIN lived at her home less than one month
when he left and she heard shortly thereafter that he
had been arrested and was returned to prison.. She stated
that she could nrot remember the name of the town in which
he was arrested and had not seen AUSTIN since 1956, She
stated as far as she knew "AUSTIN did not have any relatives.

- or associates in Quincy, IllaniS and that AUSTIN was not-

related to her. He simply l@ved in-her home for ‘a period
of less than one month and that was as a border.

She advised, that she did not know JAMES EARL RAY
and had never known AUSTIN to speak concerning RAY under
RAY'S true name or known allases,

She stated that she is certaln JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN

'was not a Quincy resident and that he knew nothlng concerning .~

Quincy at the time he moved to Qulncy.

Photogr aphs of JAMES EARL RAY werg exMi i c'
ﬂterﬁséEH‘D
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On May 10, 1968, ELIZABETH ROTH, Credit Bureau

of Quincy, Inc., 528 North Fifth Street, advised that her

file contains very little information concerning JOSEPH
ELMER AUSTIN other than a newspaper clipping which showed

-that JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN, age 59; had been arrested on

August 4, 1957, in Robértson County, Tennessee, with
JOHN GEVIN SCROGGINS, age 38, and a DORRIS CALVIN MEACHAM
of Elkton, Kentucky. The three had been arrested for the
alleged kidnapping of a Guthrie, Kentucky, motel clerk
and had allegedly taken him across- the state line into
Robertson County, Tennessce, where they robbed him of
$139.00 and set him free. The trio was stopped for
speeding near Ashland City, Tennessee, and the $139,00
believed stolen from the Guthrie, Kentucky, motel clerk
was found scattered along the highway near the scene of

‘arxest,

- AUSTIN was then committed to the Central State
Hospital in Nashville, Tennessee, after Government
attorneys said they believed he might not be mentally
capable of advising with council,

: The article showed that AUSTIN came to Quincy,
Illinois, in April, 1956, and previous to that he had
been sent back to prison three times for violation, of
parole and had spent three months in a tubercu1031s

.Sanitarjum in Jacksonv1lle I1linois.
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C. MILTON DEAN "BUCKY" BATCHELDER
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, On April 25, 1268, investigation at Springfieid,
Illinois, revealed MILTON DEAN BATCHELDER, also known
as Bucky, FBI #548 312 B, white male, dob |
at Quincy, Illincis, was the individual to whom a Hannibal,
Missouri, policeman sold a car from RAY and forwarded the
proceeds to., Checks at Menard State Prison, Menard,

-I1llinois revealed BATCHEIDER wes transferred to Joliet

Brancy, Illinois State Penitentiary on September 7, 1966,
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D, PAUL ALVIN IAIL, JR.
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. A review of the Sprlngfield ‘files regarding PAUL
ALVIN LAIL JR., reflecited him as subject of a 1963 Unlawful
Flight to Av01d Confinement case, in which he was described
as follows:

Nane : PAUL: ARTHUR LAIL, JR., . Aka
Paul Alvin Lail, Jr.
Paul Lail, Jx, .
. . Paul Arthur Carter
FBI # _ 754 483 A

Race , White
Sex Male
*  Nationality ;meficar

DOB

POB arion, North Carolina

Height - 6' b"

Weight 170 pounds

Hair ' Red

Blue Eyes .

Occupation Sign painter
. electrician

truck driver
" radio repair man
Social Security # |
Teeth No upper
Scars Scar on left knee

RV
L
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E., HILLIARD ALLEN SANDERS
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] Missouri State Penltenblary, Jefferson City, Missouri,

SI 44-561
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On 5-1-68, SA's FRANK E. CORN, SR., and ROBIZHT C,

. HAINES, interviewed IILLIARD ALLEN SANDERS, at 137 East
- Acton Sireet, Wood Rlver Illln01s.

°

SANDERS stated that he was 1ncarcerated in the

on 1-20-52, upon conviction of an armed robbery charae
at St, Joseph, Missouri, He said he was releas cd on
parole on 9-1-64

SANDERS advised that he never became acquainted
with or had Lnowledge of JAMES EARL RAY during the time he
was incarcerated in the Missouri State Penitentiary., He
said that while he was in the penitentiary, he worked at
several trades and that the last two jobs he had in the
penltentlaly had to do with the sewing machine mechanical
section and that the last job he had was a halltender from
'1963 to 19%4,

SANDERS said that upon parole he went to Gadsden,
Alabama, where he lived and worked for approximately 18 months;
that he then went {o Camden, South Carolina, where. he whs
employed by the firn o E, I DUPCNT for 9 mOnths SANDERS
said that he then came to Wood River, Illinois, where he ‘
has been working on constructlon at the Shell 0il Compan

. Plant in Wood River, He sjid that he arrived in VWood Rlver
in 7-67 and has resided in Wood River since that time,

- SANDERS concluded by statlna that when natlonal

-PUO1101ty was released concerning the- identification of

JAMES. EARL RAY, he v1cmed photograplis appearing on tele-~"

‘vision and in the news media and determined that he had

nevexr known RAY while both were at the Missouri State
Penitenuﬂary. : :
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F, WILBUR CONNORS
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On 4/20/68 WILBUR CONNORS, aka MANNY CONNORS,
825 South Fifth Street; Quincy, IllanlS, was 1nterv1ewed
by ASAC DOMALD T. SULLIVAN and SA ELYON H. DAVIS and
furnished the following information:: :

On that date was tne first he had learned of his

w1fe, KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, had been arrested with

. _ .. .WALTER RIFE and JAMES EARL RAY in Hannibal, 1lssour1, in
1955. He advised. that he had never heard hls wife mention
JAMES EARL RAY and is guite certain that she did not know
RAY or have much of any contact with him. He pointed out in
1955 his wife was only seventeen years of age and that she

, . did not have-a criminal record and for this reason he did

4 not believe she had been involved with RAY and RIFE in any
crime. .

A

WILBUR CONNORS advised that his sister-in-law,
LAURA CONNORS, owns the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second
Street, Quincy, Illinois., CONMNORS adV1sed that he is in
this hotel on almost a daily basis and can state that
WALTER RIFE was certainly working each day at the restaurant
and the Virginia Hotel from the perlod 3/27/68 through.
4/4/68. 7t

CONNORS adVLSed that he. personally does not know
JAMES EARL RAY and does nqt have any lnformatlon concerning
RAY's activities or whereabouts.

On 4/20/68 LAURA CONNORS, owner, Virginia Hotel
534 North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois, was 1nterv1ewed
by SA ELYON. H. DAVIS and ASAC DONALD T. SULLIVAN and
furnished the follow1ng 1nformatl€§a ' .
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Around 2/6/68 she had leased the restaurant in
the Virginia Hotel to WALTER TERRY RIFE. She advised

- since that date the restaurant has been operated by RIFE

and that RIFE has been working in the restaurant every day.
She advised that RIFE's wife, JAN RIFE, gave birth to a

baby in late and for this reason WALTER RIFE had worked
from approximately 7:00 each morning until 11:00 at night
operating the restaurant. She stated that certainly WALTER
RIFE was working during the period 3/27/68 until 4/4/68.

She advised that she does not .know JAMES EARI RAY,
FBI No. 306443A, and after viewing five different photographs
of RAY advised that this is not an individual who she has
ever known. She stated that MELBA MARIE RYAN does live at
the Virginia Hotel and that she had learned on the previous
night that MELBA MARIE RYAN was a sister to JAMES EARL RAY.
She stated, however, in her conversations with MELBA IMARIE
RYAN, MELBA MARIE RYAN had denied any knowledge of the

. whereabouts of RAY and she does not believe that RAY has

contacted the 51ster 51nce hlS escapo from the Missouri State
Penitentiary.

On 4/20/68 ARTHUR COMNNORS advised that he is the
husband of LAURA CONNORS, owner of the Virginia Hotel,
534 North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois. ARTHUR COJVORS
advised that he can verlfy that WALTER RIFE was working
at the restaurant in the Virginia Hotel during the period
of 3/27/68 through 4/4/68.

. - ARTHUR CONNORS also v1ewed photographs of
JAAES EARL RAY, FBI #306443A. COWNORS.advised.that -this
individual was complet€ly unknown to him and he has never

seen him at the Vlrglnla Hotel
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G, KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK CONNORS
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had never heard.of her being arrested with RAY and RIFE in

‘RYAJ since MELBA® WARIE RYAN resides at the- Vlrglnla fiotel . .
* but that she dld not kgay that tﬁls was a sister of- JAJLS :

- of value that she night learn to the FBI concerning RAY or
the RAY and RYAN family; however, she nad none to furnlsh

SI 44-561

On 4/20/68 KATHERIVE DORIS BUSnIRK, presently -

-married to WILBUR CONNORS and residing 825 South Fifth = -
Street, Quincy, Illinois, was lnterVLewed by ASAC

DONALD T. SULLIVAV and SA DAVIS.

She advised that she had never met JAMES- EARL

‘RAY, FBI #3064437A, until one night during 1955 when WALTER

RIFB,an acquaintance of her, approached her in a tavern
in Quincy, Illinois, and asked her if she wanted to go with
RIFE to Hannibal, Missouri. While in the automobile, she

~ was introduced to JAMES EARL RAY and after arrival in

Hannibal, Missouri, WALTER RIFE and JAMES EARL RAY were - .
arrested concerning some postal moncy ordexrs that had been
stolen. She advised that she had never seen RAY before

that date and has never seen him since. She stated that she
had no information concerning the whereabouts of RAY or

any information concerning the background of RAY.

‘She advised that her husband did not know RAY and

Hannibal, ilssourl.

She advmaed that she is acquainted Wlth MELBA MARIE

EARL RAY. ) . ) ‘
. ey t s - c

‘She advised tﬁat she would furnlsn any 1n;o:mat101

at the present tlne. Lok
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The follow1no 1nvest1gatlon was conducted by SA

¥

On April 24, 1968, ART CONNORS, whose wife LAURA

-COVNORS owns the Virginia Hotel in Quincy, Illinois, advised

that he had received no information concernlng JAMES LARL RAY.

. He advised that he intends to cooperate in every way with .the

FBI in this matter and will immediately advise the FBI of
anything concerning RAY's whereabouts.

He advised that RAY's sister, MELBA MARIE RYAN, has
stated numerous times she has no information as to RAY's where-
abouts. He advised that XKATHERINE BUSKIRK, now married to
CONNORS ' brother, WILBUR CONHORS, known as MANNY CONNORS,

_has told him. that she knew nothing concerning RAY other

than she was arrested with RAY and WALTER RIFE at Hannibal,
Missouri, in 1955, Inasmuch as she was not involved and
knew nothing concerning the passing of the stolen money
orders, she was released on the same day of the arrest

and no charges pressed against her,

CONNORS adyvised he is certain in his own nmind
that neither MELBA MAQIE RYAN or WALTER TERRY RIFE has

any information concerning the whereabouts of RAY.

- 124 -
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JOSEPH ADAMS
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: The following investigation was conducted at
the Menard Branch, IllanIS State Penitentiary, on
April 26, 1968:

On April 26, 1868, MAX FRYE, Warden, Menard
Branch, Illincis State Penitentiary, advised that one
of the inmates by the name of JOSEPH ADAMS, who works
in the Office r»s Mess at the Penitentiary, indiecated
t0o him recently that he was acquainted with JAMES EARL

.RAY having been with him a2t the Missouri State Penitentiary
, in Jefferson City, Missouri,

Warden FRYE stated that he did not question
him concerning his contacts or knowledge of RAY but
thoughf it might be of value to interview him,

On April 26, 1968, JOSEPH ADAMS, also known as

 Shorty, who has Menard #11745 was interviewed a2t the

penitentiary and advised after viewing a photograph of RAY
that he was acgquainted w1th RAY when RAY was at the Mis=muri
State Penitentiary,

ADAMS advised that he left the penitentiary
for Menard last October, 1967, and that when he got there,
RAY was already there, _

ADAMS advised that his only knowledge of RAY
was that RAY brought food over to the hospital where
ADAMS was working and he assumed that RAY apparently worked
in the prison kitchen,~ ¢

ADAMS adv1sed that he nevexr talked d1rec¢1y to RAY

at any time nor did he ever- observe him with any other inmates,

He described RAY as a very quiet individual and this is
2ll the information he had concerning him, -

. = 126 ~
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I, JOHN EUGENE GAWRON
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The Tollowing iuvestigoti on wps conduetad ait
Memard, ¥iliuois, on hay i, 13’.‘8, by 84 JBRSLL W, DOHALLGON:

NF ORI T

I

Verden AN FEYE, Illincis Btate Pevitsntiary,
Nenard Branch, made availsble thoe priszon recoxds of I ‘.uc;:;I:::
CAUNLH, Illinois State Police HE5RGL {Jolist Pgnitentiaxy
4858F) Tha-f£file roflacted the followiny background datal
’- R SO BUGIYE GAWADH
ALLABLS : SO CANRGH ‘
* JACK DATSON
) S JOUET Qaunns.
. SACH IELRY
RALE ’ . Yhite
Sx¥ iinle
BATS OF BIRTHE
: PLACE OF B 2T Chicago, Illinois
HEIERT 5'a3n
WhIzE? ' - 170 pounds
HAIR ) ‘
FYES . .. Eamel
RELIGISY - ‘ fsthclic -
. HUCATION 8th Grado, Chicage
HATIOHALETY Folich )
HILIPARY SEZRVICY - Y. 8. Marine Cowae‘ fron lay 8,
, : ' 18318, {to Hay (-.., "1817. iaprine
v s+ Corps Serial Yo, q :
P'!‘?“‘l‘%’m Deceased, father died 15331,
B © L i*4.  mother died 1¥8i. 0
¥3X HUMBER vl L18485
CCCUPATICH S, Cook and bakex
CHARA CZ*BR.‘{;T ¢8 7 Smokes, chews tobaceo, and
drinks heavily
© " The file rveven lﬁr} tzzat AVRCY was cripginally received
at ?oliet Iliinois, Ponitentiary on Hovember 2, 1534, under
sentence of cua "o 1ife for buvglavy. OCAVROY recedved Henard
Branch, Illinols Btate Penitentisry eon July 20, 1856, iron
ar

Adams County, Illw is "m ap vigietor. GAVRMN p
fron Menard on MHarch 21, 859, to Yeterans Aduinistratio
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Vood, Viscongin, Ho ronnibed thore three days and left

without pormisgicn, GAVEG cavried at that tiue i2 an

ohoconder status uatil Noverbey 138, 31481, when he was returncd
to lionard Fonlientiary., Ho ves “nrole: on April 11, 1083,

to tue Soldiersz and Bailors Lo *o, Cuiney, Illinois, but was nevex
yeepived at this home. TANAGH's addreoss ss of fApril, 1U48, was
shown as 1897 Scuih 13th, 8%, Louds, lissourd,

The following i di?id 2)o wore iisted as
corvespondents in CAVRDH's i iled

Higs MARY x HICHIONE, ce“mwﬁ, 161@ Pazlk Avonnc,

St. Louis, Hisgsourd

Misy CARCL Lhdza, later shown gs ilrg, CAROL SFE“E,
a ;ri,“‘, 1913 Hickory Btreet, St. Louls, Missonri,
and ALBERT FEPERE, 1713 ilafayette Avenus, Bt., Louig,
Missouxri,

_ Questionnalives were filled oul bycihe following
individunals: - : :
Date of que stiuwﬁ“i; not shown on file, LUCILLE
HARY yyad {Zriend), who lists an address of 701
Vashington {date not shown) angd 21 Yoxk, Cuincy,
Illanvxa, in uuly, 1267,

&L"L éﬂ? UANE 1 s econd cousin}, laber shova as
CAROL, AWH PB“3ER;'1 138 Renry, 8%, Louls, Iissourd

| ALBERT BANNY pirenn (#riend), 1015 Allem, St. Louis,

_ JORN LABRY PAY (2 iaz.cz), 1015 Lial\ovy, 91:. Lo-.u.,, Miss
. relndad iﬁ tde £4le wovre 3 re~clasaiilcaticn
reporis date . 10
vhich would

U‘QA—'
*‘-40
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rtinenﬁ bhackground valic.
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‘Jo MELVINA "RUSTY" TYLER
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On May 9, 1968, BERNICE DUCKAN and ELIZABETH ZIMMERMAN,
owners of the Jewel Lounme, 106 (rear) - 5th Street, Peoria,
Illinois, advised that they have owned that tavern for
approximately one year. Both are from the State ofCalifornia
and they advised that the Jewel Lounge was formerly known as the
m & n Tavern and that the tavern is still commonly referred to
as the "0ld M & N", They advised that the former tavern’
owner (1959) called "Rusty''was unknown tc them and they could
furnish no information concerning her identity or whereabouts,

On May 10, 1968, LARRY ENNIGER, 1800 North
Knoxville, Peoria, Illinois, former tavern operator, advsed
that '"Rusty" was widely known in the Peoria, Jllinois area
inasmuch as during the 15950s shehaitended bar at two or three
different establxshmencs.

On May 13, 1968, BETTY MEYERS, owner of the
Beer Barrel Tavern, suggested Y"Rusty" whose name she did not

know may be -employed at the Piere Marquedte Hotel in
Peoria, Illinoxs.

On the same date, PHIL BUSSMAN, Sales Representative,
Piere Marquette Hotel, identified "Rusy'" as Mrs. RAY M,
TYLER, also known as MELVINA TYLER, 408 Bryan Street,

' Peoria, Il1linois and 213 Franklin Street Bartonville, Illinois.,
He advised she has been employed as waltress in the lounge

of the hotel for the past 6 years,
. Y. 3
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FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION

Dote May 16, 1968

T . MELVINA TYLER, also known as "Rusty", -and '"Mrs. Ray
M. Tyler, 213 Franklin Street, Bartonville, Illinois, was
" interviewed at her residence regarding her knowledge or any
prior association with JAMES EARL RAY, FBI # 405 942 G. She
viewed photographs of RAY and advised that this individual is
unknown to her and that she could furnish absolutely no in-
_formatzon regarding thlS -man. . .

She advised that she was the owner on record, and
operated the M & N Tavern, 106 (rear) -5th Street, Peoria,
Illinois, during 1958 and 1959.. She said she purchased the
tavern from MILLIE and MAC BURDIN who now operate the."Galley"
2 basement night club at the Hotel Jefferson, Pcoria, Illinois.
She said prior to 1958, she had operated bars at the Beer
Barrel, 1034 Northeast Adams Street, Peoria, Illinois, and
2lso the Pour House, 800 North Main Street, Peoria, Illinois.
She advisced she was born in Norfolk, Virginia, and came to
Peoria, Illinois, at the age of 16. She advised that she
married SAKM ALLEN in early 1950 and she and ALLEN had had
business interests in the above taverns between 1953 and
1959.

She stated she divorced ALLEN in 1958 and married
-RAY M, TYLER, a bricK layer by tradé, in-1960. She advised
she ‘is the mother of two children, ages 7 and 8. 'She stated
she has been steadily employed as a waitress at the Piere
- Marquette Hotel, Peoria, Illinois for the past six YEears.

She was adviged that it had been reported that she
- ..may have associated ‘socially ‘with RAY and that she had been .-
termed "a girl friend of RAY" about 1859. She stated that
due to her association wifh: the -general public for the past
several years as 2a waltress, she had become widely known in
_ the Peoria, Illinois area due to her natural red hair, how-
ever, she advised that in many instances she would not know
or recall customers who may have remembered her by name. She
advised she. is positive that:she has never known RAY socially
‘and has never corresponded with him. She advised that she

would immediately notify the FBI should any information con-

-

e

On___5/13/68 ot Rartonville, 111iﬁniq  Flle%__ S 44-581

-

SA ELIAS WILLIAMS, JR. &

‘by—_SA QUENTIN P. STINSON Skt Date dictoted __5/15/68

This document contolas neither recommendoﬂon: nor conclusions of the F8L. It 1s the prooarly of the FBl cad Is |°°ﬂ°d to ¥°U' °9°“<'Il
load itx contonts are not to be distributed outside your gannru
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cerning this individual come to her attention

" The follow1ng physical description was obtained

from observatlon and interview and comments made by Mrs.

TYLER:

Name:
Aljiases:

Address:

Sex:

Race: . -

Age:

Height:

Weight :

Hair:

Complexion: ;

Marital Status:
‘Husband: :
QOccupation:

Previous addresses:

MELVINA TYLER
- Y"RUSTY" :
Mrs. RAY M., TYLER
. 213 Franklin Street
Bartonville, Xllinois
Fenale
White
40
5!5!1
130 1ibs.
Red (shoulder length)
Fair, freckled
" Married (1960)
RAY M. TYLER
Brick layer
408 Bryan Street
Peoria, Illinois

Telephone numbey: Unlisted:
e . 697-0122
Occupation: - "%, . : “"Waitress.
y 3 Yg -
YT 2133 -
i
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K, JAMES LAOMA OWENS
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA ROY LEE WILKERSON, JR at Sprlngfleld Illinois:

AY
On May 18, 1968 WILLIAM KOFTMAN, DlVlSlOn of

* Supervision of Paroles, 103 National Guard Armory Building,

Springfield, JIllinois, advised that his office has a file

- concerning JAMES LAOMA OWENS and OWENS has been incarcerated

at the State Prison in Menard, Illinois, and the Missouri

State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri.

KATFFMAN

advised that JAMZ S OWENS has a prison registory number

‘for the State Prison of Menard, Illinois, being 20208.

OWENS' registory number for Mlssourl State Penitentiary
at Jefferson-City, Missouri, is 69846, KAVEFMAN advised
that the only descrlptlon that he has in his file 1s as

follows:
NAME: JAMES LAOMA OWENS
RACE: : White
SEX: : Male _
FBI NUMBER: S 1-397-707
AGE: ) - 27 on
HEIGHT: . 5'23"
WEIGHT: . 129
HAIR: " Charcoal medium .
~ EYES: v e - Dark Black ' ot
COMPLEXION: 5 Fair
OCCUPATION: . .- *, . Clerk
CHARACTERISTICS' & Top of head bald.

\
OWENS was incarcerated at the Illinois State
Penitentiary, Menard, Branch, Menard, Illinois, having
number 20208, received from St. Cla1r County, Illlnois,

". March 12, 1947 on the crlme of robbery

1

E@UFFHAN advised that "the most current address
that his Illes reveal is an addréss of 3904 Folsom Avenue,
St. Louis, Missouri, and this addréss was current as of

‘August 15, 1965, as.a communication sent to OVENS on this -
~date was not returned. IAUTMAN stated that .on August 15,

1665, OWENS was issued a Certlficate of Restoration of the

anghts of Citlzenshlp. KARFMAN Stated that JA

ES_QWENS

o
was discharged on Juﬁe 27, 1965, at the explrafﬁﬁﬂﬁbf hignoexeo____

‘sentence from the Szate Prlson, Menard Branch

\ .
> -

SEeANED Q72 /foco,z/l,_f_”]'_'" o
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- information that he has, especially information concerning
description and background information,

§ D e -
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RLW:skr
2

I1linois. KEFFMAN advised that he has not had any further
communication or correspondence with OWENS since August 15,

¢

. KAIFFMAN stated that any additional information
needed concerning OWENS could be obtained from the Missouri
State Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, or the

State Penitentiary of Menard, Illinois, and this information
at the penitentiaries would be more current then the

{

s o

—————— e —— v 4 " )

< dr
K
. S
. : ‘. :A ) )
. - —— R e e T T— ! #' ‘
R S S S
o -- Baiens 1 P — — e e ey
\ | ' (S . -
e v
R .
L.
[
E—
. N
; .
. - . » :
- e ¥ — 7 ’
. o - ot :
PO N .
* - . !
-t ) »
. v - T '
i ¢ '
:
§
% /

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561

-

L. ANDREW WILSON "BLACKIE" DE CORE
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Menard Prison records reflect on May 17, 1968,
ANDREW WILSON DE CORE, zlso known as De Cora and Blackle
De Core, Menard #23415 received Menard Prison, June 15, 1953,
on a2 transfer from Joliet, Illinois prison to serve a
sentence of 1 to 20 years for robbery,

DE CORE was parcled June 15, 1939 to.Rev. JAMES

~ WINENEGAR, St. Louis Rescue Mission, St. Louis, Missouri,

and was returned as a parole violator to Menard, July 19,
1960, -He was paroled January 15, 1965 to Bantist Rescue
Mission, Cecllinsville,Avenue, East St. Louis, Illinois.

He was returned to Menard as parole violator, May 28,1965.
He was discharged upon expiration of sentence,

December 20, 1966, Upon discharge, he expressed intention
of going to his sister's residence, Mrs, YALANDA DI CASOLA
and her husband, VINCENT, 375855 Glenmore Drive, Freemont,
California. Other friends and relatives contained in
prison records are as follows:

Brotherxr

ANTHONY DE CORE
713 South Claremont,
Chicago, Illinois or
1938 North 70th’

Melrose Park, Illinois ;

¥ Je

Sister . A,
" "i»

Mrs. MARTHA BUTTITTO -
husband - BENNIE v
9241 North Maple Court,
Morton Grove, 1111n015°

L3N

Sister ; vy

Y. &

* NANCY COSENTINO "
502 East Memorial
Bensonville, Illinois;

-t

.t - 138 -
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Niece

Mrs. GEORGE ROGERS
2020 North Le Clare
Chicago, Illinois;

Cousin ;

PAT COLLESE , : .
1641 North Latrobe,
Chicago, Illinois

Fiance ', 8 \
Miss HELEN HARE

3020 West Madison,

Chicago, Illinois;

Brothers V

HARRY DE CORE and NICK DE CORE
addresses unknown

Friend

Miss MARY SAWYER

City Hospital Number 1
1515 lafayette Street
St. Louis, Missouri,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
EDWARD A, CARPENTER:

At East St. Louis, Illinods

On May 22, 1968, Reverend DAVID BLISS, Pastor of. the
Baptist Rescue Mission, located in East St. Louis, Illinois,
was contacted and advised that ENDREW:-'WILSON DE CORE is unknown
to him, and according to his records, he could not identify
him in the East St. Louis, Illinois area and could not identify
him as having given any service at the Rescue Mission. '

Reverend BLISS advised that in the event that DE CORE
should contact the mission, that ‘he would make this fact known
to the FBI. -
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V. INVESTIGATION AT ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY
PONTIAC BRANCH
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RECORDS RE JAMES EARL RAY
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