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. On May 17, 1968, Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Patts .
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc.,
International Harvester (I-H), Inc., Industrial TractOr,
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street, _
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been
a WILLIAM A, MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois,
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in
the Bloomington, Illinois area, THOMPSON further advised that
the closest representative for the International Harvester
Company is L, C. BARNETT, District Manager, International
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois.
Records of credit bureau in Bloomlngton, Illinois; Police Department
Bloomington, Illinois; Mc Lean County Sheriff's Office,
Bloomington, negatlve. A search of city directory and telephone
directory failed reveal any listing for WILLIAM A, MARSHALL %
or similarity.

Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L, C, BARNETT,
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island
Road, Peoria, Ilxinois, advised that his office covers the
Northern 60 counties for the State of Illinois which includes
Bloomington, and kis records reflect no one by the name
WILLIAM A, MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being

.8 frandise dealexr in his district., BARNETT further advised

he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district
to the State of California, BARNETT stated that any further
checks re MARSHALIL should be directed to I-H

Home Offlces 401 North, Mlchlgan Avenue, Chicago, 1111n01s.
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5 thi "Lexington,

gileph iy contneted, the

2ranin s 3 0 sounded

¥ ouns 220 a1l neeTad Lor

raiue oo fron D ate thiz ofterneon

ol to Imow vhetiher oy naﬁ tie hﬁdli agsure L Dds

identity would e protected in wvegard to any infoxzation
providaed To us co“*ﬁfning tha IHMXIN cage, Iirg. DIR algo
aghkhod vhat kiand of protection we could give fto her husband
who Felt his 1ife wvas in Canzer, '

et

Irs, 8TRADEDR ves advise
frrnished to this Dureau

nrotected but €
her Puﬂ“and a

e ware dﬂ“ irous o ieying

“information he might have in rega:l B

so at his canvenieace t non his 2 g 2

she weuld have her husband contact the office upon his ax

at Lexington, Illlno;G. ;8he was also furnished the name

SRA a2t Bloonmington and of tﬁe vharea Lovas of cur oifice th
) A . 1 .

Mrs, STRﬁuds st aaé si and hey husband were
through Memphis at the time MARPIN LUTHIR KING was slai
hsband allegedly overheard a conversation emong five in
cie of whom he claims roseables the published mnotcﬂlwp. of

-

he
ARPEIL

P RE L
ihe subject, in this case, in which they talﬂ d abvout the kKilling
. Subzsequently, last Sunday nighu their car vwas broken into and
con Xonday he clainms he vas follo:ed from Lexinzton to Detroit
by 2 tan Chevrolet, the regisivation ntmbsr of Which he wvas
unable to obtain., This car cvn&aixed tvo individuals waoﬂ
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not recognize and at a rest stop Lbese men took a shot

e d:d
ﬁ, nin but did not hit him because he "hit the ground", e
~ew fears he is in grave danger for his personal safety becausc

ne has information about the killing of EARTIN LUTEER XING,

Mrs., STRADER was advised immediately upon her husband's
return she should contact this office and we would set up-a
nutually agreeable time and place during: which we could interview
her husbmnd convernlng this matter.
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husbhand reﬂarkad I King goes bac' to Memphis he will be h:lled“
N

. .
B L
ik e e gt ....—».--.-“
P .

Mrg, STRADER advised her husband did say L wanted to sce CARL
STEnN of NBC, Vashingion, D.C; wnca he kn bzt.uid not uiato xhy

he desired to .sce ST ;Nc‘“

SBrs, STRADER advised hex
vesidence at Loxingion, I3lincls, on ri (“y 4/26/65,
intil the morning of Saturday, 4/27/68, at nn*ch time
“ hyis mobher~in-law had ag arin 33n over NMys. STLADERSg,

-~:"§ 2

previous. marriage. lirs. C;ai& m,{w*;:. tola” on2§* 2R

R Brs..ST”ﬂDnR stat od She +01d her husbhand

Mr BOHA DT, SJLL?V&I, KSsigtant ‘Srecial Agend-in.
. Office of the st, and that he, STRADER, shouid call i te.

and.

r hushand reiurned to ihe CAAxICE EL
where he st
- STRAUER ¢
80n bj & .
to 1eqvc5'mhxch he didr

ayed

>
Ea

sh Pﬂd contacLod

and sei up an appointment; that ¥r. SLLLxV;H had infox

“an; time when STRADER was avallpble, Mrs., STRADER stated har

:told -her-he wag_alfraid io atitémpt fo hgot with FBL £
3 he was bel ow followed., Hesy ‘T HEDER s tated-she was-.unable
_her husbwha to make arvangenents for a ment1og with
advised ker husband is very much Jntey sted in OﬂbainIRG provection.

which ﬁ?e rot congcerning the hurd»r of Dr. XIHNG.

D L T

he has not told hor ali h knovv

- LR

Hrs,  STRADER “év1sod her. hugbaLd 33_ Cqun

- STABHS of Baton POﬁS; Louwisiana, who told STR UEDER 1Rk
1987 that therve \ re saveral businessmen -in.fhe area
ISuisianay-who- vere L&K;““ up. 2. collectton to obtain ¥
- KING assa salaated irs., ?ALM advised ey Hushand 4s e
- In-the, Ba»on Rouge and Donﬁﬂw Spr igs, Louisiana, avea,

Lzen ts, .

the IBI

She advised

“t

she does not know 211 of her husband®s busxncss aua tnw she

e, Springt field
SULLIVAY

nher he
- would noXe an aﬁyﬁiﬂb went ta mneet STRADER at any Iocation or at -
husbaad

s he ;.elu

.

'STRADER advised of some oFf he? ha bapﬁ‘s actlivities,

%hat

is Sdfb

i

-niod meh ?AYHOPD

Tesuhner

WS A

O

i Baten Rouge,

- he wzs, -in.the summer .0T 1967, connected .with. the,».C._?oﬁnell
. Construction Compa any of Dsntan Springs, La.; which was doing
- work for thé tolsphone company. Slp‘relabnuAD,,C DONNJL lives in
Dallas, TFexas, - She-related DOH EELL ‘had an equlpmv

and- vhile STRADER and DOMNELL were attempting to fuﬂ

‘they were trying to gain financing 1or ¥ rccveabxcnal pavk ih Louisiana N
that somé way they .
" came in"contaect with o CIARLES and LTLLI AN SLﬂDIhG (ph) ot M

- sinilad €0 “Six rla”~ Ove -1exab.. She rela

rental” ‘busingsg - -

ady to have o
T Yo Lalnteq_
‘She stated

cozgt; ¢t

the equipnent

Minmiy

Floridw, who aav$°eu fpﬂy could finange same but were ncﬁ’in»oveSued
-in a recreational parE but would be interested in financing a horse
racing irack. Mrs, STRAI SR adviged Mr, DORNELL cobtained RAYIIOND STAQLS
‘to help locatle his land wi hich could: be used as 2 -horse
‘also obtained sanction of the sheriff(FNU) IRVWIN and SAN BOSKO, both
of S1idell; La hOJ ver, “things' bOb th of hand" and an art 1»1@'

t - . .
1 e, wis T . : T
i ;
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4 T RV

//4/ X3 a:/— z/gf&
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appeared in "Llfe" magazine and the Governor of- Lousxana
placed a stop to the entire operation,

Mrs., STRADER advised her husband is in telephonlc
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid.

" Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he -has any
-information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact

any FBI Field Office who will then arrange for an ‘interview
Wlth him, P

CARL STERN, Washington, D,C., NBC Office, advised
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that
a2 man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while
coering a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephonnd
him from. someplace around Toledo, Ohio, STRADER 1nformed hinm
he was en route to the home of his wife's parents in Lexington,
Illinois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale' about him,
STRADER, overhearing a coanversation on March 29, 1968 in
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING.
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved
in the conversation knew he had overhearxrd them and they
had taken his license number,; STRADER believed there
had been ‘at least one shot fired at him since that time,
STRADER- informed STERN he had vital information conceraning
KING's murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have’ someone meét
him at his convenience’ 1n'the1r terrltory._ According to Mr,
STERN, BISHOP stated that’ *STRADER is afraid to approach any
office and may desire to havé comeone meet him at a location
other than an offlce <5

N

- The flles of the Spr1ngf1e1d Offjice contain the
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be

. determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT

HOOD SIRADER of Lex1ngton, Illinois,

~ On Novémber ‘19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6'1" -2", 175 1lbs.,
employed cutting timber near Edwardsv111e, 1111n01s and in .
construction work at Southern Illinois Unlver91ty, Edwards—
ville, Tllinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of
the Hamel State Bank Buflle 91-20560, SI file 91-2642,

.
wne . ,

'iw" - 201 -
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Mrs.  SLENCH was couuac+ed at her home
: . She -advised that her ex-son-~iu-law,
' Vandalia,
9 occasions within the 1 five years,
vidual who resenbled JAHES BARLS
C . RAY referred to this person as JW
as unable to furnish any umere specific
iﬂes or when the visits wersa mfde‘

ad
it

’)

ast

./ V
A <
SERT

O
~info

Ri!

!_..; s-l-

ot :‘J‘—'-r*.-o
2,

H : ?
a She stated that CHuCIL.RAY was separat
| daunghter, JUDTTH BARLINE MAZ, who resides at
‘ Hizhlanid, TlLanls. They have been senarate
o CZCIL RAY ig believed to be employved in JOLIE
¥ driver for an unidentified Gas and Cil
; by Brs. TROMCE in 19566, CHECIL RAY!

o 15 belleved to have a brother who res

name unknowa, CECIL RAY was employed

rents
@8 l'ﬂ

6’2
A-J-'U

"'_}
v
e

(D

ofIKe
Illinoils, has been to her rﬁﬁldence ot approxlmately

as a bartender at ons

] -

shat M/29/68
1 RAY, forwerly

cowpanied by an

ig her be}iO” that
AY,  Frs., FRONCH
ricatlon as to the
ed from her step-
1913 Main Street,
d anout four years.
=21, ILL., as & truck

Company and was last seen

cased but he
Iilinois,
tLme

arc dace
Vandalia,

at an uvnidentified bar on the main streat in Vandalia. ¥R3.
PAENCH had no photogranh and could furnish ho description of
“C.C L RAY, ’ ..

By way of baclk hvound concernlqo MRS, FRENCH, her husband

EARL FRONCH was beat to death’rin BFF ingham, Illinois, in early
1957 anl the casze has not been 53]vcd #,krs FREOVMOH resides alone
with her dog and accoriln‘ to 5ﬁ0v1kt A. P. DITTER, is an avid
beor Jrlnker. Mrg. FRINCH did ndt appear to have been drinking
at the time of the,iuterv1eﬂ. Shedid refer to the death of her
hushand on several occasions and mentioned that she knew how
We  KTNA € e L o

alit .

P
- ?'.
. LS
~ 2056 < ;
- .
-
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
ROBERT C. HAINES: ' '

" At Edwardsville, IlEnois

States Attorney LEON I, ;SCROGGINS, Madison County
Court House, reviewed files maintained in his office and
stated that a warrant for neglect and refusal was issued
for CECIL RAY on complaint of his wife JUDITH in Madison I
by County Court at Edwardsville. He stated that the infor- '
) nation obtained at the time the complaint and warrvant were
issued disclosed that CECIL RAY was residing in Joliet,
Iilinois, and accordingly, certified copies of the warrant
were forwarded to authorities at Joliet. i
He indicated that he had no knowledge of the current
“whereapouts of CECIL RAY and that nothing in file . indicated
anything except that he was in Joliet.
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O 5e1.3w6 8y Shepiff LJO k{D K&LLY, Fayette County,
advised there are several members of the RAY Lawnily
init

Vandalia, &

in the vicinity and he was 00“101 Ly doubtful of any conuecit-
jon with the suspeect in this case, According to investigation
conducted to lecate CECIL RAY, all members of the ?ﬁL}y arce
not too smart and prone to using alcohol to excess,

In this vespett, LARRY RAY, a 7ity of Vandalia
caployee, wvas jailed over “the weekend of 5/11-12/68 £or
) 2 2 3 > i ~
threatening his wife, but released on $25,00 bond.

MAR TON KIRKPATRICK, an employee-of the USPO, advised
CECIL RAY lived in the same naig hbo%xooﬁ but has net been in
Vandalia for at least two yeara : 3 No re~
moval could be located at USPO, and no mail rectlved during
recent past. Tax and voter's records also negative,

1Y P e

€7
<
¢ (S35 & REA]

GILBERT RAY, City of Vandalia employee in the street

and garbage work, ﬁov1 sed 5-14~68, he is an uncle of CHCIL RAY

pO°°LDLy CECIL could haVéiknown’himp since at one time. he was
at Edwardsville and Altom.. There is a brother STANLEY .Ar nao
GILBERT believes is in VLC&,'L]la,'Jne e he works abt Cranc
Packing €0, There is a half brother, RICHARD RISLEY, who
lives in Joliet, address unknown, GII BERT RAY advised he

had not seen or heard frow CECIL RAY in several months and

the last he knew he was in Peoria, Illinois, working at a
Shite (pnoonetlc) Service Stat1oq. probably the Site branc

of independent stations., . .

o

"LEONARD BOWLES frmer associate of QECIL RAY advised

he had heard nothing from him for two or three years, BOJLES

no longer operates. a tavern but helps his son-in-lay in the
tire recappilig bueiness, PRES" 1O PRIOR formpr asice: a“eqnGEQO

iceatd

had no receat: 1n£orﬂﬁ 101 of CECIL's whereglWed— 00 . .

~ 211 -~

b ————

and, to his knogled”“ “he has not heard of JAMES EARL RAY, but_

i
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During contact with Sheriff KELLY and Chief
DALE SLATER, May 14, 19268, both advised that the entire
of this group "were & 1little on the stuplid side.”

family
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