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Sis 44-T75 »
On the previous evening, CHRIS COMDOW reported photo=-

graphs and news concerning the Grape Vime Tavern owned by her

and operated by her brother, JOEN LARRY RAY, at St., Louis, She

believes this news c@vexage is very anfair t@ herself and to
her brother, JORN.

At one point she c@mmented that it is rather dis-
couraging to know that she and many other people are paying
through taxes the expenses for a representative of the United
States Govermment to travel to London, England, in behalf of
the Govermment for prosecution of her brother when she persomn-
#lly does not have money enough to afford to go there also,
She said it might be possible if she liad momey to “help im
khis defense” in referring to her brother, JAMES EARL RAY, but.
she did not comment further. She emphasized she has absolutely
no information pertmim1mgwt@ his activ*th&s within the past
s@verml yeavs.- :

She became sad and tearful is recalling incidents .
of her childhood, mentioning that a uathalx@ children's home,
n@& @th@rwise xdentxfi@d, was wr©mg zwking fr@m her m@+h@r

. Chl@&g@, Illinois, ar@@, since BW%ZY’S 1mm@ra1. Her mother,
of course, was an alc@h@lx@,

. . HerS husband ALBERT PEDDPER, has indicated to her

he believes they sh@uld obtain a gun @f -some Xind "for protecti@m"
in view of recent publicity. She is afraxd that Negroes may
attempt to harm them, She personally ‘directed JORN RAY to close
the tavern for a few days. JOEN RAY, she believes is. at home.

She talked to him by telephonrs when he called her from the

tavern where he had stopped for 2 few minules on June 12, 1968,
she does mot know when the tavern willl reopen.
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S1. 44-775.-"
CSD/ral

Re: CAROL PEPPER - CHARACTER REFERENCE

The following investigation was conducted by SA CEARLES
S. DUKE at St. Louis, Missouri, on May 22, 1968;

ALENA SUTTON, ‘7129 Leona Street, St. Louis, Missouri,
was contacted at her residence, whereupon she advised that she
knew CAROL PEPPER, also known as Mrs. ALBERT PEPPER, for just
a couple of years and that their association was not a social
relationship but rather a teacher~parent relationship. She
said that she was an instructor at the St. Joseph Church on
Twelfth and Russell Streets, St. Louis, and enrolled in the
project "Headstart" government program, and the program required
at least one parent of one of the children attending the program
to be present. She said CAROL was the parent present at this-
program. ' ‘

SUTTON advised that she did not know where CAROL was

iresentli residini with her husband AILBERT and two sons,

SUTTON stated that she did not know any of CAROLS '
brothers or sisters and did not know if she even had any.

She stated that she last saw CAROL sometime in August
of last year, and the only thing she could remember about any
type of conversation about her family was something to the
effect that her father was going to buy or did buy a farm up
around Hannibal, Missouri, and that he probably would let her
children go to the farm. She said that it was probably in
Rannibal, but she was not sure.
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) 7 QDERAL BUREAU OF !NVESTIGATI’

Date M2y 23, 1968

JOHN LARRY RAY was interviewed in the v1c1nity of
the Grapevine Tavern in a Bureau automcbile, ,

JOHN RAY stated that, if his brother had been in ~
St., Louis or had visited St. Louis following his escape
from the. M:ssouri State. Penitentnary, ‘he would definitely -
help in, the way of m@ney or place to stay. He emphatically
denied that this took place, He stated he would still. help
his. brother if his brother asked him to or contacted him in
any way, howeveir, he feels he would tell the interviewing -
Agent about it after it happened,

With regard to JOHN GAWRON, he stated that his
brother is acquainted with JOHN GAWRON, however, is positive
that he would never contact bhim if in St. Louis and 2 fugitive
because he does not trust him, JOHN RAY described CAWRON as
an old crazy man, who talks about "jobs"” and “cases jobs™ but
never pulls any, He talks all the time about the past and
jobs he pulled in the past, however, tells various versions
of the jobs at various times, theref@re, believed to be by
JOHN RAY a complete liar and "idiot."

He stated that if his br@ther wes dealing in
amphetamines in prison thathe would probably have had plenty

. of money on him at time of escape, because dealers of

amphetamines in prison are usually the top money holders,

JOEN RAY stated that he is of the opinion that his
brother 1mmed1ately left the country after his escape &and
basis this opinion om the fact that during his visits with JIM,
JIM indicated thathe intended to leave the country when he got
out, inasmuch as he was sick of the law enforcement harassment

in th;s country.

With regard to JAMES L, OWENS, fall partner’ ‘of. JIM
in 1959 hold-up of the Kroger Store, he stated that he does not
believe that his brother would be im comtact with OWENS. because
he is of the opinion he would kill OWENS if he:. saw him again,
He stated he believes this because he feels OWENS was responsible

n

by

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FRI. It {8 the property of the FBI .and is loaned to

5/15/68 St. Louis, Missouri . SL:  44-715.
at : : File ¥._. : :

SA PATRICK W, BRADLEY  PWB:jfb ~ 5/21/68

SA ROBERT A, HESS . Date dictated
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SL 44-775

These bank records may be produced on issuance of
a subpoena duces tecum, which should be directed to Mr. A. G.

ARB, Vice-President, Jefferson - Gravois Bank, St, Louis,
Missouri.
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SL: 44775

Vii, MISCELLANEOUS
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