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FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI ST LOU IS 

1229AM URGENT 5-16-68 JJR 

TO: DIRECTOR MEMPHIS AND HONOLULU VIA WASHINGTON TELEX 

FROM: ST. LOU IS (44- 775 > 1 P 

M.JRK IN. 

RE KC TEL MAY FOURTEENTH 

REGARDING JAMES LAOMA OWENS. 

SPRINGFIELD TEL MAY FIFTEENTH 

OWENS LOCATED CRYSTAL CITY, MO.,FIVE FIFTEEN LAST. 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

END. 

TSJ 

FBI MEMPHIS 

ru 
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• • FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI WASH DC 

1255 AM UR GE NT 5-16-68 PPLB/B GM 

TO DIRECTOR \44-38861\ AND MEMPHIS \44-1987\ PLAINTEXT 

MEMPHIS VIA WASHINGTON 

FROM HONOLULU \15 7-131 \ 

rtJRK IN 

RE KANSAS C !TY AND HONOLULU RAD 

LAST CONCERNING JAMES LAOMA OWENS 

GRAMS MAY FOURTEEN 

FOLLOW I NG INVESTIGATION TH IS DATE BY SA LEO S. 

BREN NE !SEN AT HONOLULU• 

FRANK BARTON\ NAVAL HOUSING\ PEARL HARBOR NAVY YARD\ 

UNABLE TO LOCATE FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING ERNEST OWENS. 

RENTAL CARD FOR OWENS BORE NO MIDDLE INITIAL. 

NO RECORD IDA OR ERNEST OWENS CREDIT BUREAU OF 

HAWAII AND THEY ARE NOT LISTED IN CURRENT DIRECTORIES. 

HONOLULU PD FILES INDICATE ERNEST OWENS\ FIVE ONE SEVEN FIFTH 

STREET\ REPORTED CAR STOLEN NINETEEN FIFTY NINE. NO RECORD 

IDA OWENS. 

DRIVERS LICENSE RECORDS HONOLULU REFLECT FOLLOWING. 

ERNEST NEWTON OWENS\ BORN L__I --------~J-/fJ-J-~k-6/' 
VIRGINIA\ STATIONED BARBERS, POINT\ NSN rw6 SIX 

~---
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PAGE TWO 

ERNEST \NMI\ OWENS BORN 
'----------~ 

MISS OUR!\ STATIONED USS NATCH AUG\ 
L___ ________ ~ 

PEARL HARBOR\ NSN FOUR THREE EIGHT DASH SEVEN FOUR DASH THREE 

NI NE ISSUED HAWAII DRIVERS LICENSE FEB RU ARY\ NINETEEN FIFTY 

FOUR. 

NO INSERT BEING FORWARDED THIS MATTER. IT IS BEING LEFT 

TO DISCREATION OF MEMPHIS TO PURSUE ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE 

ERNEST OWENS THROUGH EXEMINATION NAVY RECORDS. 

END 

TSJ 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

FBI MEMPHIS 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

HOLD FOR TWO S XXMSG 

FBI ST LOU IS 

155AM lRGENT 5-16-68 RJK 

TO DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS 

FROM ST. LOU IS (44- 775 > IP 

MURK IN. /.· 
,, 

,· 

RE KANSAS CITY TE MAY FOURTEEN LAST IN WHICH MSP INMATE 

JAMES D. WALLACE ELIEVED MENARD /BROTHERS MIGHT 

HAVE INFO RE RAY WHERE ABOUTS• 

ADDRESS FOR HAZEL MENARD, TWO ONE ZERO FOUR SOUTH EIGHTH, 

SLM O, NON EXISTENT AT LE AST PAST FI VE YEARS, NEIGHBORS UNAWARE OF 

WHERE ABOUTS. 

IDENT 

RAYMOND O. 

RE QUESTED TO FURNISH SL IDE NT RECORDS FOR 
/ 

NUMBER FOUR SEVEN ONE EIGHT TWO TWO SEVEN; 

RICHARD MENARD,. FBI UMBER FOUR FOUR NINE SIX EIGHT FOUR EIGHT; AND 

LOU IS GENE MENARD, FBI NUMBER FIVE ONE SEVEN NINE EIGHT EIGHT A, 

TO ASSIST IN LOCATING. 

END 

CNF 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

FBI MEMPHIS 

. <Ii- /11.!7-.. Jt.YJ( /<.. ~tf,) 
SEARCHED , INDEXED r:9---
&AIJZED. /, J FILED.~ 

t '• \• "1 ' ·. 
J,,, il ,! _n_.,;0 
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FBI ST LOU IS 

15 6AM UR GE NT 5- 16-68 RJK 

TO DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS 

FR OM ST. LOU IS (44- 775 > 

MURK IN - SUMMARY. 

RE JOHN LARRY RAY BROTHER: 

REINTERVIE~D. STATED IF RAY HAD BEEN IN SL FOLLOWING ESCAPE 

HE WOULD UNQUESTIONABLY HAVE CONTACTED HIM, PARTICULARY IF NEEDED 

HELP. WOULD STILL HF;-LP IF ASKED, BUT MIGHT TELL FBI AFTERWARDS. , 

STATES JOHN GAWRON/6.RAZY. ALL GAWRON DOES OR TALKS ABOUT IS CASE 

J03S, BUT NEVER PULLS ANY. LIVES IN PAST. POSITIVE IF RAY EVER IN 

SL WOULD NEVER CONT ACT GAWRON AS DOES NO TRUST HIM. BEL IVES RAY 

HAD PLENTY OF MONEY ON ESCAPE FROM ALLEGED PRISON DEALING IN 

~PHETAMINE. BELIEVES RAY IMMEDIATELY LEFT COUNTRY AFTER ESCAPE 
! 

A5 HE STATED DURING JOHNS VISiy'S HE WOULD DO SO IF EVER GOT OUT, 

AS HE WAS SICK OF LAW ENFORCE ENT HARASSMENT. WOULD NOT BE WITH 

FALL PARTNER. JAMES L. OWENS S RAY WOULD KILL OWENS IF HE SAW 

HIM, AS BELIEVES OWENS RESPONSIBLE FOR KROGER ARREST AND CONVICTION. 

~VER S AW R AY WITH LO NG HAIR, WAS ALWAYS C REW CUT • 

END PAGE ONE 

K 
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PAGE TWO 

JOHN HAS C(}1BINATION LISP-STUTTER SPEECH IMPEDIMENT. STATES 

$ILLY LAUGH IS NERVOUS REACTION TO QUESTIONING WHICH HAS CAUSED 

HIM TROUBLE WITH POLICE IN PAST. CLAIMS UNCOOPERATIVE WHEN CONTACTED 

THREE TIMES FIVE FOURTEEN LAST , ONCE FIVE FIFT N LAST, BY LA SUN /IMES· 

REPORTER. JOHN CLAIMS NOT TO KNOW ANYONE N D JAMES DAVID DAILEY, 

BUT RECALLS MAN KNOWN TO HIM ONLY AS J.D BAR AT TWELFTH 

AND MORRISON, SL AND LATER HALF WAY HOUSE RESTURANT. DOES NOT 

BELIEVE JD KNOWS HIM. JD QUOTE SICKED UNQUOTE SEVEN MEN ON HIM 

IN TAVERN NINETEEN SIXTY. LATER CAUGHT J. D. ALONE AND BEAT HIM UP. 

CLAIMED NO WAY OF KNOWING IF SUBJ,ECT KNOWS JD. SOURCES AND SPOT 
/ 

CHECKS DESCLOSED NO SIGNIFICANf/ACTIVITY BY OTHER RELATIVES FIVE 

FIFTEEN LAST. 

RE JAMES LAOM A OWENS· FELLOW PRISONER: 

OWENS LOCATED CRYSTAL CITY, MO., EVENING FIVE FIFTEEN LAST. 

APPOINTMENT TO INTERVIEW BEFORE HE GOES TO WORK TODAY. 

RE JEFFERSON-GRAVOIS BANK CHECK. 

CHECK OF ALL RECORDS, INCLUDING SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES, 

JEFFERSON-GRAVOIS BANK SLMO, UNDER SUBJECT NAME AND ALL ALIASES, 

AND JAMES LAOMA OWENS, UNPRODUCTIVE. 

END PAGE TWO 
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• 
PAGE THREE 

RE SLPD CHECKS: 

COMPUTERIZED FIELD INTERROGATION REPORTS PAREN FIRS END PAREN, 

SLPD, AVAILABLE BACK TO NOVEMBER SIXTY SEVEN CHECK FOR ANY POLICE 

WESTIONING OF ANY INDIVIDUAL OF SUBJECTS BIRTH DATE, DESCRIPTION, 

OR NAME-ALIASES. NEG AT IVE. FIRS F: R THIRD DISTRICT, SLPD, AVAILABLE 

FOR PAST TWELVE MONTHS, BEING 1 UALLY CHECKED. 

RE AWRON: . 
.,, 

LR REQUEST BY SEPARATE. TELETYPE TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW JAMES ,. __ 
HENRY RAMSEY GAWRON FAL PARTNER ON BURGLARY ARREST JUNE TWO SIXTYSEVEN 

AND WHO LIVED WITH G RON DURING MAY SIXTYSEVEN PERIOD WHEN EXCON 

JAMES H. CARPENTER · LLEGEDL Y SAW RAY IN GAWRON NEIGHBORHOOD. // 

GAWRON DAILY ASSOCIATE AND FORMER NEIGHBOR JOSEPH H. MCCORMIC✓, 

WHO HAS RECEIVED PSYCHIATRIC TREATMENT IN PAST, ADVISED NO ONE OF RAYS 

APPEARANCE OBSERVED NEAR GAWRON RESIDENCE OR ANYWHERE ELSE SINCE 

ESCAPE. RECOGNIZED FIFTY NINE RAY PHOTO AS PERSON HE SAW IN TAVERNS 

WITH GAWRON THAT YEAR. GAWRON NEVER MENTIONED RAY UNTIL PRESENT 

RJBLICITY, AND THEN SAID RAY WAS HIS STEPSON. 

RESOLUTIONS OF LOOK-ALIKES, FELLOW PRISONER INTERVIEWS, AND 

RESOLUTION OF TOLL TICKET CHECKS CONT I NU I NG. 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

END 

CNF 

FBI MEMPHIS 

/ 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI I NDAPOLS 

121 OPM LR GENT 5 / 16/68 OJS 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), MEMPHIS (44-1987>, ST. LOUIS (44-775) 

FROM I ND I ANAPOL IS (44-5 63) 

MURKIN 

RE ST. L TO BUREAU MAY FIFTEEN LAST. 

EIGHT F OUR FI VE - TWO NI NE NI NE ZERO IS SUED 

IND. WADE ADVISED HAS SISTER, CARMEN 

PATTON, . ,____, LOUIS, MO. NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED 

RE ABOVE, UACB. 

END 

BKS 

FBI ~MPHIS 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
#A1 MEMPHIS 
• 

FBI KAN CITY 

1-49 PM URGE NT 5-

2-49 PM URGENT 5- 16-68 MRH 

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861 MEMPHIS ST. LOUIS BIRMINGH~~ 

FROM KANS AS CITY 44- 760 2P 

MURK IN. 

RE ST. LOU IS 

MAY NI NELAST • 

PE MAY FOURTEEN LAS,.T AND BIRMINGHAM TELETYPE 

MAJ. POIRY, SECUR !TY OFFICER, STATE PENITENTIARY CMSP>, 

ADVISED HE KNEW BOTH JOHN VELANTI AND SUBJECT. HE KNOWS OF NO 

ASSOCIATION WITH EACH OTHER AND K OWS OF NO RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 

THE TWO I N MS P • 

INMATE MSP, ERNEST B.AGBY, NM, ONE OF THE OLDER INMATES AT THE 
' 

PENITENTIARY, ADVISED T AT HE KNEW JOHN VELANTI AT THE PRISON BUT 

DID NOT KNOW SUBJECT D KNOWS OF NO RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO 

</-4-/917-0/,tP.e ... 7-y 
MARIAN JANSEN, FORMER INMATE, MSP, RELEASED FEB NINETEEN LAST 

INDIVIDUALS. 

REPORTEDLY RESIDING NINE THREE ZERO FIVE STATE, KANSAS CITY, 

~NSAS, WILL BE INTERVIEWED BY THE KANSAS CITY OFFICE SEAf:CHED ........ : ....... ll\:_,._.. 'R .,.~ 
SER!Al!ZEQ,,,.(.,) ...... FILELi, .... 

END PAGE ONE K 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 

JC 44-760 

PAGE TWO 

TELEPHONE MADE FROM RESIDENCE OF TOM BRITT 

JEFFERS ON CIT , MO. ON OCT THREE LAST WAS TO THE HOME OF 

mRL MILLS, ANAGER, RENZ FARM, A PRISON FARM ATTACHED TO MSP. 
--·.-. 

THE RENZ FARM IS WHERE THE BREAD WAS BEING DELIVERED AT THE TIME 

SJBJECT ESCAPED. MILLS WAS INTERVIEWED BY MSP OFFICIALS ON MAY 

FIFTEEN LAST CONCERNING ANY CONTACT HE MAY HAVE WITH FORMER INMATES. 

MILLS ADMITTED TO FRIENDSHIP WITH TOM BRITTON WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY 

HELPED HIM AR OU ND THE FARM AND STATED HE HAD RECEIVED CORRESPONDENCE 

FROM BRITTON AND ALSO A PHONE CALL FROM HIM SOMETIME LAST FALL. HE 

ADVISED NOTHING PERTINENT TRANSPIRED IN THESE COMMUNICATIONS AND THEY 

WERE JUST MADE ON A FRIENDSHIP BASIS. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS 

END 

ME PGD 

FBI MEMPHIS 

X 
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320PM LR GE NT 5- 16- 68 JD G 

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861), KANSAS CITY (44-760) AND 

MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

FROM: ST. LOU IS (44- 775 > 

MJRK IN 

RE FELLOW PRISONER CHESTER SPRATT. 

SPRATT ~'ERVIEWED MAY FIFTEEN, LAST, AND ADVISED HE HAS 

00 KNOWLED OF THE SUB)ZCT; HOWEVER, POINTED OUT THAT CHARLES 

WALTERS, AKA "FIFTY"/wHO MAY STILL BE A PRISONER AT JEFFERSON 

CITY, WAS PROBABLY ACQUAINTED WITH RAY DUE TO HIS WIDE CONTACTS 

PM ONG I NM ATES• 

KANSAS CITY DETERMINE IF WALTERS IS STILL INCARCERATED 

AND IF SO INTERVIEW RE KNOWLEDGE OF SUBJECT AND IF HE HAS 

BEEN RELEASED SET OUT APPROPRIATE LEADS TO HAVE HIM INTERVIEWED. 

p 

END 

E ME 

SAB 

FBI MEMPHIS 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI KAN CITY 

4-56 PM URGENT 5/16/68 ROD 

TO DIRECTOR 44-3886L MEMPHIS 

FR OM KANS AS C IT Y 44- 7 6 0 1 P 

MURK IN 

DAILY SUMMARY. 

KANS AS CITY, MO. PD RECORDS AND PHOTO OF JOHN VALE NT I 

FURNISHED ST. LOUIS AND BIRMINGHAM. NO ASSOCIATION BETWEEN 
/" 

ADDRESS 

IN ST. LOUIS LOCATED FOR IVAN DALE UNDERWOOD ORMER MSP INMATE. 

INVESTIGATION DETERMINED PHONE CALL FROM THOM AS BRITTON 

DURIGNG FALL SIXTYSEVEN MADE TO MANAGER, RENZ FARM, MSP. OTHER 

INFO. RE TELEPHONE CALLS MADE THIS AREA FURNISHED PERTINENT OFFICES. 

END 

RJT 

LOCAL LEADS CONTINUE TO BE HANDLED ON EXPEDITE BASIS. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

FBI MEMPHIS 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev: 5-22-6i) 
.... •- Jr • 

FBI 

Date: 5/16/68 

• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in _P_LA_I_:NT_EX_T __ ~~----------'------'I 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

Via ___ T_E_LE_T_Y_P_E __ URGEIT 
I 
I 

(Priority) I 
------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO DIRECTOR, FBI 
SACS KANSAS CITY 

SAN FRANCISCO 
ST. LOUIS 

PRO■ SAC ■EIIPHIS (44-1987) (IP) 

MURKIN. 00: ■EIIPHIS 
A 

/ 

RE KC REPORT MAY FIFTEEN LAST AND SIL-REPORT MAY TEN LAST. 

■DIPHIS 1/1> RECEIVED TODAY ANOTHER lll'TER FRO■ SAME 

INDIVIDUAL AT HAMILTON, OITARIO. THIS LETTER STATES SUBJECT 

IS DEAD AND BURIED Ilf MEXICO CITY, COPILEO RUI1'S, AND CONTAINS 

A ROUGH HAlfDDRAW:N MAP IlfDICATilll SPOT WHERE BURIED. COPY OF 

THIS LETTER BEING FURKISHBD BUREAI BY SEPARATE COll■UNICATION _ .... , 

POR TRAlfSIIISSION TO LEGATS OTTAWA Alm MEXICO CI • 

SF IN INTERVIEW WITH KENNETH LEE WAD 

SUBJECT, WADE AND THREE al'HBRS WERE EARNING ORE THOUSAND 

DOLLARS PER ■O:NTH FROII SALi OF NARCOTICS IN MSP. KC REPORT 

DOES NOT INDICATE ARY SUCB SIZEABLE TRANSACTIONS IN SUBJECT'S 

PRiso• ACCOUNT. ~v~ivY-~Ju6 -/C.-- 77 
SF REQUESTED TO RDBDY.IBW WADE AlfD DETERIIINE HOW THIS 

MOXEY WAS GOTTEN OUTSIDE ■SP. SF SHOULD BEAR IN ■ IND 

EXTElfSIVE INVESTIGATION BEI!G CONDUCTED IN BELIEF THAT 
----M ...... AY 11/Atll? /\'?-4 oe 

SUBJECT IP 1 I I dJCORE AFTER ESCAPE FROII ■SP AND PRIOR TO 

Res. Mal.l 
JCH:TOR:tj 

--.----Approved: 

Registered ----

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev-: 5-22-64,) . . .. • 
FBI 

Date: 

• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ------~:::-----------------4' 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

I 
Via _______ _ I 

(Priority) I 
-----------~------------------------------------L------- -

ME 44-1987 
PAGE TWO 

MURDER OF KIBG. IF WADE'S INFORIIATIOB IS CORRECT, SUBJECT 

IIAY HAVE HAD ON DEPOSIT O1JTSIDE THE PRISOX A LARGE AMOUNT 

OF MOREY. IT IS OF tmlOST DPORTANCE THAT SF RESOLVE THIS 

MATTER TO DETERIII1'E IF WADE IS TRUTHFUL. SF SUBIIT RESULTS 

ALL INVESTIGATION 11' FORM SUITABLE FOR INCLUSION IN REPORT. 

KC SHOULD COIDUCT JfBCESSARY IMVESTIGATIOR TO PROVE OR 

DISPROVE WADE'S ITATBIIEIT THAT HIS GROUP WAS EARNING ONE 

TBOUSA:ND DOLLARS PER MOJITB. 

KC ALSO REQUESTED TO EXPLAIN TRARSACTIOHS IN SUBJECT'S 

PRISO1' ACCOUlff, SUCH AS HOW WAS SUBJECT ABLE TO EARN MOREY 

IN PRISON Alm HOW MUCH WAI HE PAID FOR WORKING IN PRISON 

BAKERY. ALSO DETERIIIME IF MSP REQUIRES IIIIATES TO EXPLAIN 

SOURCE OF MONEY SERT OUTS IDE PR ISON. PA YIIENTS MADE BY 

SUBJECT TO HIS BROTHER SEEII EXCESSIVE AlfD SHOULD BE 

EXPLAINED. 

BASED ON TION CONTAINED PAGES SIXTY - SIXTYONE 

OF KC REPORT, Ill R UESTED TO EXHAUSTIVELY INTERVIEW 

ROBERT LYNN POWEL REGARDIBG HIS ASSOCIATION WITH AND HIS 

DOWLEDGE OF THE LOCATIO1' OF SUBJECT. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent _____ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) . . , ... 

FBI 

Date: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I . 
I 

Transmit the following in ------------------'-----11 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

Via ________ ---------'--_________ _____,.1 

. (Priority) I 

-------------- ---------------------------------L--- --- -
■E 44-1987 
PAGE THREE 

. . ..... ,,,~ .. ·· 

SL FURT~ REQUESTED TO EXHIBIT 

BROCDLIIA~M> GEORGE ■C QUADE, J : , 

FORTYSIX OF KC REPORT TO RES 

ABDUCTOR TO BE LEO PAR DR •. 

'ft/Ul"lffl/: OF RA y L" 
IDElffIFIED ON PAGE 

mEKTIFICATIOR OF THEIR 

SL WILL ALSO REVIEW ST. CHARLES, •o., "DAILY BARNER," 

OF JULY TWELVE, LAST, RELATIVE TO THE DESCRIPTION OF THE 

KIDl'APBR, NaI'IlfG RAY AID PARKER ALLEGEDLY ARE SI■ILAR, WITH 

THE EXCEPTION OF THE COLOR OF THEIR EYES. 

■E SUBSCRIBER TO TELEPHONE RECEIVllfG CALLS FROII RESIDENCE 

OF WALTER EL~WORTB BOLAR IDE:NTIFIED AS GLADYS WRIGHT WHO 

RECEIVED CALLS FRO• HBR BROTHER, CLAREKCE PBIIBERTON, 

RESIDING CAR■EN PA'M'OR'S ROOIIING BOUSE, SL. 

P. END. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI ST LOU IS 

807PM URGENT ·5-16-68 JJR 

TO: DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS 

FR OM: ST. LOU IS (44- 775) lP 

MJRK IN. 

RE MEMPHIS TEL THIS DATE SEVEN FORTY ONE 

RE FELLOW PRISONER ROBERT LYNNN POWELL 

• 

NOTE POWELL INTERVIEWED, PAGE ONE SIX ONE ~ ----

OF SL REPORT. ADVISE IF RE-INTERVIEW DESIRED./ (} 

RE LEO HOLDEN PARKER/ 

NOTE PHOTOS OF BOTH PARKZ AND RAY EXHIBITED TO L. 
ftR • AND MRS. GEORGE MC JU ADE CF ORME R RITA BROCKELM AN) WHO SAID 

THEIR KIDNAPPER WAS PARKER, NOT RAY;· SEE PAGES ONE FIVE SEVEN AND 

ONE FIVE EIGHT OF SL REPORT. 

fl>VISE IF REVIEW OF ST. CHARLES DAILY BANNER NECESSARY IN VIEW OF 

ABOVE. 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

END. r c,,o 11c ~ 
DND 

FBI MEMPHIS 

1U 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI ST LOU IS 

83 lPM URGENT 5-16-68 JJR 

TO: DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS AND KANSAS CITY 

FROM: ST. LOU IS (44· 775 > lP 

MJRK IN. 

RE KC TEL MAY FOURTEENTH LAST/ 

MSP INMATE JAMES D. ,WALLACE/4LLEGATION THAT MENARD BROTHERS 

MIGHT KNOW SUBJECTS ERE ABOUTS. 

HAZEL MENARD MOTHER, LOCATED TODAY, TWO SIX THREE SIX 

ST. V!f'CENT, SLMO, SAYS SON RICHARD MENARD CURRENTLY AT 

LEAVENWORTH. CLAIMED UNAWARE LOCATION OF OTHER TWO SONS, BUT 

EXPECTS VISIT FROM THEM SATURDAY AND WILL TELL THEM THEN TO CONTACT 

FBI. 

END, 

DND 

KC INTERVIEW RICHARD MENARD AT LEAVENWORTH. 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

FBI MEMPHIS 

ru 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI ST LOU IS 

848PM UR GE NT 5- 16-68 JJR-

TO: DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS AND SPRINGFIELD 

FROM: ST. LOU IS C44- 775) IP 

MJRK IN. 

RE JAMES LOAMA OWENS. / 

· RAY FIFTY NINE KROGER~ERY FALL PARTNER OWENS 

TODAY ONE BLACKIE DE CORE ~ONETIC) CHICAGO GAMBLER, 

ADVISED 

EX-

PRO FIGHTER, LIFE PAROLEE FROM MENARD PRISON, WAS ASSOCIAY 

oF RAY, THO APPARENT;/2 NOT AS CLOSE As BLACKIE AUsT1v' 

AND JOHN GAWRON. / 

SPRINGFIELD AT MENARD , AND CHICAGO ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY 

LOCATE AND INTERVIEW DE CORE. 

END, 

DND 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

FBI MEMPHIS 

ru X 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• .. _,,.,,,., 

Fa I f1EM PH IS 

' 

F3I ST LOU IS 

1050PM .URGENT 5• 16•68 JJR 

.. TO: 

ro n,-,1.• r,, v,t• 

DIRECTORS MEMPHIS ANO KANSAS CITY 

ST•· LOU IS (44• 775) . 5P 

' ·, / . . 

Rt KC TEL !"'AY FOURTEEN LAST, MSP I~TE JAMES D. \IALLAC 

ALLEGATION SAii RAY f:INO JAM S L. OWENSV'iNTER J£FFERSON•C3RAV01S 
,. ' 

3ANK, SLMO, SUMMER SIXTY· EVEN. .lJ> 
JAMES LOAMA OW£NS · NTERVtptlED AT U:NGTH TODAY. MET RAY \ '1_" ~ 

FIYTYNINt AT SL RESCUE l'ilSr, AS FRIEND OF Bl,.ACKlE AUSTl • ~ JI> 1/ 
KNE~ FIRST AS JIM O CONNOR BUT. RAY USEO NAMES RYAN AND RAY, ALWAYS A 

. ' 
' 

·WITH FIRST NAME JIM. RAY WAS PROFESSIONAL THIEF, .RO!SERY AND 
, . 

BURGLARY, NEVER KNO'WN 'to WORK, 'AL\llAYS HAO MONEY, 'THRIFTY. 

TOLD OWENS. HE ONLY ROBSE.R BUSINESSES HE;- FELT WOULD BE. PROTECTED BY 
: ' ' . .· . 

INSUR ANC£,. PRESUMED Ll VE!>' -ON HICKORY ltlK[RE MOTHER AND GRAND~ OTHER 
' ' 

OWENS MET THEM AN:> YOUNGER 6ROTHEH BUZZ. . ' 

OWE NS NE VER HE ARD. ·OF OTHER R.E LAT 'I V£S • 

K 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO 

SL•44•775 . 

• 

RAY· WAS ~Ult?, LONER, LlKEA3L£, CLOSE ~OOTHED, THINK£R WHO READ 

· - ,,JiIDELY ON _VARIETY OF' SUBJECfS • NEVER BRAGGART~ LIKED CARS AND 
•.· :· < 

.··. :PISTOLS. ONCE DEMONSTRATED MARKSMANSHIP av· HITTING CAN SUCCESSIVELY 

ON BOU NC£• : NE VER KNOWN TO HAVE. RIFLE OR SHOTGUN. MODERATE DRINKER, 
,, 

BOURBON HIGHBALLS• NO BEER. NOT KNOWN TO G~BU OR USE NARCOTICS. 

WOMEN WERE TO USE AND F'OnG£.T • PR£FERREO FEMALE STREET BUMS. NO 

ATTACHMENT ANY FEMALE• 01ti£NS SA:; RAY ONCE OR TWICE WI ,ft 01..DER 
t / ; 

MAN JACK (PHONETIC> GAVON (GAWRON>, WHO, WITH AUSTI· t APPEARED TO 

BE HIS ONLY CLOSE ASSOCIATES. ONE ~~IE DECOR£,; (PHONETIC> 

CHICAGO GAMBLER, EX PRO FIGHTER, THEN FORTY YEARS OLD AND ON 

f'ENARD PRISON l..lFE PAROLE, WAS ASSOOIATE TO LESSER DEGREE. NO 
·:, 

afHERS KNOWN. 

RAY NEVER DISPLAYED DlSLlK£ OF NEGROES. ACCEPTED MEN AT WORTH. 

OWENS C ONVINCEO KI.NG KILLING WAS FOR· PAY, NOT PREJUDICE. 
' 

RAY ONCE DISPLAYED THOUSAND DOLLARS IN TRAV[LERS CHECKS AND 

· SAID GOING TO CANADA. MONTH LATER SAID MAO BEEN· TO CANADA • 

. END PAGE TWO 
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. PAGE THREE 

SL 44•775 ·, 

GAVE NO tXPLANATION. · 

• 

WR IN(f FIFTYNIN£ ASSIXIATION ·WITH OWNS AND LATER AT -

· t6P, RAY INDICATED' AT LEAST DOZEN. TRIPS TO MANY PARTS or· MEXIC-0 

. · .. TO COOL OFF,· MENTIONED VERA CRUZ.,· ACAPULCO, 'NOGALES, AND MEXICO 
,. ' 

CITY• SAID HAO TO LEAVE MEXIC-0 C lTY VH£N STRUCK MAN IN HEAO 
' . 

WITH PISTOL,· MAN. WH-0 C_AME AT MlM WITH KNIFE• NEVER MENTIONED 

MOD£ OF TRANSPORTATION OR 10ENTIT1£S OF .ANY, PERSON KNOWN IN 
' ' . . . . . ,,. " 

' ' 

r£XlCO. NEVER INDICATED ASILI!Y. -TO SPEAK SPANlSK. · MENTIONED SEVERAL 

. TI MES ff£ ·tNJ OYED ARMY OUT Y. IN GE R~l'ANY • 

., 

OWENS. GOT IMPRESSION RAY ROBBERIES AL.WAYS WELL PL·ANN£D. 

KROGtR,PLANNED S'Y 'RAY, BUT .UNDtRTAKEN WHEN BOTH W£R!: AT !ND OF 

l;)RUNK,. WHICH WAS EXCEPTION TO R~Y ~OI>ERATE DRINKING RUL.£. OWENS 

LATER REC£1WD .IM·PRtSSION RAY PREJUDICED A~AINST' JOBS ·w1TH PARTNERS, 

PS WAS I NVARIApLY CAUGHT• 
' 

· OWENS PLEAD GUILTY, GOT SEVEN YEARS, RAY STOOD TRIAJ.., GOT 

END PAGE THREE · 
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• 

PAGE · FOUR · 

SL-44•775 · 

• 

TWENTY. - OWENS NEVER CALLEO SAME MSP HALL OR WORKED TOGETHER. 
: . ~ 

SAW FR£alJEN·Tl..Y lN YARD. RAY .NEVER DISPLAYEO. ANIMOSITY TOWARD 
. ' 

· OWENS•'. OWENS LEARNE:D FROM OTHER Irl-1AT£S RAY SOLD ?Il.l.S. B£LIEV£D 

SEN NIES· ANO HAD THREE FOR TWO LOAN BiJSlNESS f'SP. 010 NOT BELIEVE 

RAY ACCUMULATED OVER' THOUSAND DOLLARS Sy TIME OF ESCAPE. - o·wNES 
. . . 

I?l !'£NARD PRISON PRIOR TO StCOND RAY ESCAPE ATTEMPT. 1..AST SAW 

AT-, f'SP, NOT,•CONTACTED OR CORRESPO'NOEO WITH SlNCE. 

,DOES NOT FEEL RAY WOULD CONTACT ANY RELATIVE _OR ACQUAlNTENCE 

AFTER ESC AP£ • NO IDE A PRES£ NT WHE Rt AS OUTS., --

OWE NS -OPENED JOINT ACCOUNT WITH MOTHER IOA AT JEFFERSON 

GRAVOIS 3ANK, SL -ON MENARD REU"ASE SIXTY tIVE. CLOSED lARLY 

SIXTY SIX• .THIS VERIFIED• SAYS HAS NOT BEEN NEAR BANK 

WAS QU£STION£D R GARDING SEVERAL. MSP INMATES. CLAIMS MET 

INMATE JAMES WALLAC - AT MSP,- NEV£fl KNEW BEFORE. ONLY TIMES HE 

HAS SEEN W~LACE SINCE WAS SUMMER SIXTY FIVE, ONCE AT JEFFERSON 
' . 

G.RAVOIS BANK• WALLACE STANDING ON COR~1:R WITH UNKNOWN FEMALE 

£ND PAGE FOUR 
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PAGE FIVE 

.SL 44•775 

• t 

~AVY BUILD. WALLACE· ASKED HIM IF PUTTING IN OR TAKING OUT, OWENS 

REPLIED PUTNNG IN. NOT£ OWENS VOLUNTEER!:!) 1HIS. SAW WAL.LACE 
' ' 

MAPLEWOOD,. ·M-Q., _WKEN 80TH TOOK DRIVING TESTS FOR LICENSE. 

COOLEY. HAS NO SIGN!FICAMC£ TO OWENS. OWENS APPEARED 

COOPER AT I VE• EXP_RES~ED WILLINGNESS TO BE 01 ANY ASSISTANCE 

POS.SIBLE. 

KC AT JEFFERSON CITY, 0£TEfffl.IN£. FRQ\t INMATE JAJ\fES WALLACE 

WHERE H&: GREW UP WITH- OWENSt SPECI.FlCALLY WKEN Ht ALLEGEDl Y SAW 

OWENS ANO Ri~y_ AT SANKt AND THE IDENTITY AND PR£$E.NT LOCATION OF 

THE FEMALE OwENS ALLEGES WAS VlTH WALLACE. 

. END· 

- ONO 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS 

. FBI -MEMPHIS. 

TU 
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I 

I J 
\ 

. . l 
r •· 1 

1 

f13 k ME MPH IS 

! ill 
i -~ 
l . 
fB ST LOUIS 
; l' 
\ . { 

• 

' :113 1 PM UR GE NT 5- 16- 6 g JJ R 
: 1 

! 
:, :~ . 
I I 

, TO: 

FROM: 

l • \ I 

l'IJ~K IN 
. I 

),.. l 

f ·1 

DIRECTOR ; MEMPHIS AND CHIC AGO 

ST. LOU IS (44- 775) 

I · l 
~E \JERRY RAYNES, 
!. ,, ~ 

• 

t-' 1 ! 

. t:' l RAYNES REINTERVIEWED TODAY. BOUGHT SMALL ACREAGE AND 

~OVSE WHERE RESIDES NEAR CENTER, MO., AT FORECLOSURE SALE F 
f' ~ ' . (' •, ,, . MNTY SIX HUtv'DRED DOLLARS, OF WHICH SEVEN HUNDRED WAS 

, - , ~N~ NI NET EE N HU ND RED DOLLAR CHECK FROM CAROL PEPPER. 
l' . 

OWN 

SURPLUS 

~0- PAY BACK TAXES. CAROL VISITS NEARLY EVERY WEEKEND. BRINGS 
: r 

_.,.:hR ERIES AS HE RERELY LEAVES PLACE. SHE TOLD HIM SHE HAD 3EEN 
' : jl 

·,
1
po ·TACTED BY FBI WHO INDICATED POSSIBILITY RAY MIGHT HAVE BEEN 

. j1N SL FOLLOW I NG ESCAPE. 

,i . NOW RECALLS THAT DURING RECENT OVENIGHT VISIT BY JERRY AND 

RAY, BOTH WERE DRINKING AND JERRY MENTIONED SOMETHING ABOUT 
I 

. / 

' \~U JECT HAVING BEEN IN CHICAGO SUMMER SIXTY SEVEN FOLLOWING ESCAPE • 

. <hN BLE TO REMEMBER ANYTHING MORE SPECIFIC ABOUT ST ATE ME NT' AND 

·.r·· :1v-11L.z~-~i£..-1<-cf~ 

I. 
i 

PAGE ONE SEARCHED. ...... , ...... Jr,w."t.£::··' 
K SERIAWU>t~·-;-.. '.l:Lt~;;:_ :t .... 

fBi ·- f.i1E\'1Pl-'.'.6 

t 
( 
\ 
/· 
I 
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>. ''" PA·· E TWO 
• •r 

Ji,' ·; 

~•· ". \SL•. 44- 775 
·~ , 1, ,, 

: ~ >/IN ICATED HE ~1IGHT HAVE MISUNDERSTOOD. 
,' , . 

I •, · . STATES LAST s AW RAY FIFTY EIGHT FIFTY NINE; THAT RAY LIVED 

?::·. 1w1: H MOTHER WHEN IN SL, NOT WITH HIM; AND THAT HE KNOWS VERY LITTLE 
' 

.• • ':
1A8.' UT SUBJECT. EXPRESSED BELIEF SUBJECT WAS SET UP ON KING KILLING 

·r·~- .: it. 
· .. ·\~Y. SOMEONE ELSE, AS RAY WAS ROBBER, NOT KILLER. DOES NOT BELIEVE 

:~-~; ,. ( ;\,, 1 ,: 

1~" • :~A WOULD KILL ANYONE UNLESS UNDER INFLUENCE OF NARCOTICS. DOES 
,.'. '. . . "'1' ·~- i • 
. .. . } 

I I BELIEVE RAY SMART ENOUGH T PLAN KI NG JOB ALONE. BELIEVES 

JECT NOW DEAD, PROBABLY KILLED BY PRINCIPAL. 

RAYNES FE AR FUL OF PUBLICITY. AFRAID NEGROES MIGHT ATTACK HIM ,•• Ir 
;,,; 

,. •· 'F HIS RELATIONSHIP TO RAY KNOWN. 

l' " NOTE RAYNES HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS ALCOHOLIC, MIND WANDERS 

HAS DIFFICULTY RECALLING SPECIFIC INFORMATION, TIMES, ADDRESSES, 

~ N OF RECENT EVENTS. HAS VICIOUS FEMALE GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG OWNED 
i 

:·. +v JERRY RAY. 
, .. 

j • . 

SL WILL REINTERVIEW JOHN LARRY RAY TOMORRQt.\f RE ALLEGED 

Y RAY STATEMENT SUBJECT WAS IN CHICAGO LAST SUMMER. 

PAGE TWO 
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• I •)k 

f} . ; 

l· 
t . . (, 

;,, 

~A E 

• • 

11-IREE 

L EXHIBIT PHOTO OF JAMES DAVID DAILEY-FOR IDE NT IFICAT ION OF 

MENTIONED IN PREVIOUS I NTE RVIE W. 

CHICAGO REQUESTED TO INTERVIEW JERRY RAY REGARDING ABOVE 

ru....L~~GED STATEMENT 

• I 

r i 
I ,, 
t ' 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS 

MEMPHIS 

I 
\ 

I 
I 
I 

l ' 
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sc 100-427 
GNS/q- . 
1· ' 

the ·followlng bffeatt ti. waa eoa.dl&cted · 1,7 IA ~VJD 
D. Tll(lfAS . at FolSOll State Pad . luy, lolaoa, Callfomla, OD 
He,71,. 1961•· 

' H.AIOtJ) .Jl&Alt IQ.. av1aed .. 1caew ,as BARI. ·uy .. 
had aet MY tlrroup IAl's ftiae putn.er, JANIS "SBOJl'f'P' 01ID11 
a. ·~ that he -4 OlmlS had HID cel.J:aates !1~!!-· C>ctobei:, 
1961, to Deceal,er• 1964• at lltuou.ri St.at.• ilad.tentiai-y (JISP) 
and that. this ,_. .the ttae he bad been acqaalnud wt.th. U:f •.. 

IJrDJP .._crlMd BAT u a DOD-cleaeript pm!,aon ,._ no 
-· tlltUl.cl ~ 11111 ... c,ae had bacl ,d.rect. H811np With 
hla. ... Ml41 'tbat. .... •ri got anuad" coa,cendq IA"f' a 
abertt..-e att1n;,~ to eacape frea the KIP, tile .-.clan •sbd by 
all . tlae lmae~ _., "lho la J'Dflfl" BA!"" - · 

iU11P 4-cdW ail u a flUlet, clo•.....uth•• _. ... 
. tempere4 aacl •elf•etlucatacl f.ndivldud ,._ 111aded Illa OWD . 

1'wJln••• Be aal4 IAY' • only cmlft'l.'4 _.. escape .ad tba't he 
· hacl ao lntereat: 1a pft'l>lau ef the· ltepo people. llrlMP said 

u a "fer installce"·• the· oecaalGD. la ""1ch race ri•~• ·t,ro1';e 
out at. llSP ta an att-.pt to 1ateaz•te the pd..,. facilltie•• 
.D.DIP abated that ffeD ·tt1•"'1 .. aeae of IA.Y'••·· fnenda were · 
.ilrfolftd, lul, &AY• had aothtag to do 1111:ll. the tllaorier ..i 
.,_. c-,letely di•lntorutefl. 

ILIKP stated that IAY' • •Ind waa .COIURllled vitll the 
1-. of escape aad •t ltAY would. net. aft• escapina frGlla 
prlllGII, be • stuptd aa m shoot a ''1>1&•11'1& lf.ke kDlO". IJ.IHP 
·ad.cl he tlitl not 1>el.1tma llY kl11e4 I.DIC; that to his Jmowleclga, 
ll4'f bacl· ne Gt•llke for haroea• · 

a,DlP atatecl futlier he tlwlpt. I.AT _. probat.ly 
bltllng ... ..._. within the Vatted St.ag• although he dU · 
r1■alte:r that u:r ,mcl aa !mete at Mil. ••• naae b.e recelled 
as Bll&ITDSOll (pboaettc), dten 4lacaaaed ••capllla to-·Cead» •. 

- · · · SEARCHED INOEXEO,,..LIJ., 
. SERIAUZED&FILED ,///, 

. MAYl 6 1968 
· FBI-M MPHIS. 
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..... ·. 

· lie u14, u. he· .,...11... . a• escape full -, aaa1 
vu captured a.t.,. 67 to Canada._ 

. . · DatP athi.Nd Ile •• ut heazd of or ~.···•· ca• .,. ·, 
•~ 1fldl Hf a1D.ee be ~· left IISI • Dee..._, •• f~. 
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. ,-
' 

U~D STATES DEPARTJ\1:ENT OF JV~E 
~EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO~ 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

··s-15-68 154 JL 

The foll~wing FBI record, NUMBER 1 397 707 , 1s furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
. FiNGERPRINTS 

PD, St 0 Louis, Mo. 

St. Int. Hef., 
Jefferson City, Mo.· 

SP., Jefferson City 
Ho. . ,.. / 

'L,·· ./ 

ONI, Wash DC 
1 

!,aD, Vfash. DC 

Capt. of the Port 
'P,, c.:. 0,~

1
, v· o..,,, 'k- }, l V 

•- -1. .1. •• , h, .... 

sos 
T'' t i1a.r Dcp 11 

, 
/ 

NAME AND NUMBER 

• 
James Loma Owens 
ff4~884 

Janes L. O,rens,, 
k-241t5 

James L. ◊N·ens 
1151226 

James Lort111a Owens 
II--

Jc:i.rne s Lo8ma 0/;ens, 
#031~108561/4-B / 

Al}RESTED OR 
., RECEIVED 

I 

CHARGE 

obber-y 

obbery 1st. 

:,/ 

.38 

applicant 

G robbery 1st 
·3 ctr;s) 

for posit4 n 
Comb tis timi I Engr • 
Co. lnc. l-~1 ,ine 
Boiler Di,t_ sic,11 
St" Lou:..sJ Eo. 
8-1741 ~/ 

,../ 

}-{'dent. , 
card 
6--:17-/43 

> 
Ovrnn0/ , W<'3ldor 

7-17-4~1 

I 
I 

i 
------------·--·--- ! ______ , 

DISPOSIJ!9.~ 

0-8-J? 7 yrs. 
·n Mo.S.Int. Rof 0 : 

yrs. :... ➔fescaped 

-27-Jfl ret. SE:me 
c1y trans. to J.'10. 
fr ac:- N51,,:':l/ o c: a Ti ,.,~O 

7 yrs. - pAr. by 
he Uovonor 8-J-40 

.... 
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.. Ul)iAED STATES DEPART1\1ENT 01', JUiaCE 
~EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION,., 

W ASHI:-iGTON 25, D, C. 

· -5-15-68 154 _JL 

~ .. \. 
Director. 

2 The following FBI record, NUlvIEER l 397 707 , 1s furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY .. 

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FJNGERPRINTS 

SP, Menar·d/ Ill. 

.. PD, st. -Louis; 
Mo, 

,PD St Louis -Mo · . ' 

-u, 

SP Jefferson City M 

PD c:+ 
~J 1,1 Louin Ho 

FD St r..KVuio 

S?:c::n 
J t..'J f' r• C't '"() .~:!. ("' ·n 

-·· J... --- '-· .... ~ u. o\. 

Mo 

~ 

Mo 

Ci 1 - -._r -'- t,.., r.J 

---·-·-·---~--._ .. ___ 

\. 

NAME AND NUMBER // 

ames ov-rens 
/-20208 . 

times L4 
Ovrens ,,-
l/42884 

r m,es Loma 0'.vens 

t1 2~84 
~-8-54 

l •· .r 

//! 
5-8-57 

l ,.· 
/1/ 

/ . I 1 - 0c._. N~GLL / I - ~ I 

inquiry-: 

1sus burg 

i 

\ 
SlU.;p 

,rr--:,l .. .. ~ .. , .~ 
(rob etc) 

1-20 y1:s 
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PD 
Ca 

... 
UNITED~TATES DEPARTMENT OF J.iSTICE 

F RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI • 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 

,. 

5-15-68 154 .JL 

3 ~~ ." 
Director. 

The following FBI record1 NUIVIBER 1 3 97 7 07 , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
-

CONTRIBUTOR OF. 
NAME AND NUMBER ARRESTED OR CHARGE DISPOSITION FINGERPRINTS RECEIVED 

·/ 
,/- ' 

.~·" 
"" ,/' 

Long Beach James L. Owens,/ 10-15-66 intox BF 
lif #226302 ··• 

u SCG J2mos Lcama FP 
Owens/ / tJ.-20-67 
#Z-512077 AP 

, 

. 

' 

,. .. 
-• 

~ 

. 

~ 

. 

" 
:-'"'..._, I 

I --"-•~•·------... ,..,_._. ~ •~c---- -,....,,.. ___ •-~•-----~_--._,.....,""'-.-""'~-.. ""'-°T'l---·..-.-..1.>,..,~,,.,.,.¥?-<"'·u,..,-. "~'.,,, .... ~ ....... ..,.,_,..,...,_.,._. ... ......_..,.. ~,.,-..,....._. 
4"" ---- r-<------........ ,., ... ~-·-~----.... -_,..,__.......,.... __ --. .. ~ ... ~---~----,,,:------•=....,--•--

-1-.,•.·1_;,_.:-'l~".·.,··•• .• •·,•.(_'i,~ .• ·•.•,.0•;1 'I (J· ..• ·•1 ],-.•~'-,.:_:_,"·: i" "l •" r• t • _}_~{.,,.,_-~1'"".-,.·.•.1_1 t: , ; i., • -, ~ '"';-~'v"'""l"r -; f"• • , ~ "1. · .. ~-~.:·~:)\·,1:7. -. LJ l~::2·t:·f1~:1: .. :(ij::,()'.l.1 · ..... -·<.J _ 1-\"::~·~:::::·.::·)_t~.:":'J (:i.C~.tO.. 'tlTJ"\"\~;-J_>~:::Ci .~:· ,i.',J.. .t)'~]· !.l!1~}Cfrr:'?:).tl-~ 

co!\ 1- ri}y,_1 tc1:~:;. \: ./ }.,. .. :~~-..... ~~:; f:!. ::.1 ~-i.l ~-1 .. : :~-:. ;1 C0 5::: {:·:, (;_::\ ~-S !"\<) t t~1·i '.) ::.tJ1 .. t.,")X itll t :.-1;;]~" 0:·::~::.,lc1 ?'"'..(:} 'i.r) 11. C,' £ c:: l1.4.:tx·;;:' 2 i.s 0. ,/:::""i:r :::":cl I (~ ::, :·tt ·. 

z11 u.:--:.i.:c~ ~ "'-: 1_:..: l t}1. {~.~~; .2 :!.c 7
; c;.:)11 ~ }) ~_:i. -~J.-:. :_;·;· t}--.(1:.: 2 {:~. - .. :,.: :- ?:. :1: .. 1. ~ :~. 

i:•; (·-·t C( ·! ~ C;.\:t-.:; j_-:t. ·._ ;_ .. :;_~~ c r,.~ :~ ·:-:-J. }y-~/ ~: ci_ :_ .. :;! X-: · C) ~-1·; ~n-:7 ___ -; -2 :1 c:, ~~1 {-~--::",·CJ,.\ t}~:?: ~-1. -;: ··.; in 1:~ i:; I f iI-::} (~ };1, \ t c.-r:~ )_ i:; {:;.: c~,. C-? :~I-;· C\S ii-;. ~/-.-..:..:::/.:i ~-
i -~...,. :; l; c,. ~ .::. ~:~• 1. ·~7 5. ( ~. ·::) .:::. ~ ~~ -=~ •~_-:,l \ 7

/~. -~ ~;~}. ]~> j -~-.-':~'. ~: .:~ \ ~- ::; :.::-.: c:. c rtI. 
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Identification Record Reque~t 
FD-9 (Rev. 11-28-56) • 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

T~is. form may be submitted in legible hand­
prmtmg, 

Use separate form for each individual on whom 
record is requested. 

Make effort to furnish FBI Identification Number 
or Law Enforcement Identification Number. 

Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint clas• 
sification only when FBI Number not available, 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Indicate office for reply in lower-left corner 
only. Also list in lower-left comer all o(-

Jices which should receive copies of available 
records. Include carbon of revised FD-9 for each 
office receiving copies and forward with original 
to Bureau, 

Do not fill in block in lower-right corner. 

Where available furnish Law Enforcement Ident­
ification Number and Military Service Number, 

To: DIRECTOR, FBI Attention: Identification Division Date 

Re 
IIURXIN (00: Memphis) 

SLFILE: 
Furnish The Known Identification Record of the Following: 

Name 

JAMES LAOMA OWENS 
Aliases 

sex 

M 
Height 
5t4tt 

aaes 
Race 

I' 
Weig ht 

49 
Fingerprint Classification 

A 1 so Fu rn i sh : 

D Photo 

D Fingerprints 

Birth Date 

D Handwriting Specimens 

Return Rep 1 y to: 

SAC, ST. LOUIS (44•775) 

Bi rt hpl ace 

E 
Hair 

SAC, MIDfPHIS 

/ 
(44-1987)/ 

K 

FBI No. 
Other No. 

Residence 

Eyes Complexion Age 

Scars, marks and tattoos 

Tattoo of ship on left forearm. 
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• 
FBI 

Date: 5/15/68 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in --------------------------'i·11 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

TJHGENT 
I . 

(Priority) I 

- - - - - - - - - - - -· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - L __ -·- -- - - - -

L 

TO: DIREC'ron, FBI (44-38861) (MAIL), AND SAC, ST. LOUIS 

FROM: SAC, SPilINGFIELD (44-561) (PP. 1) 

MURKIN 

RE KANSAS CITY 'l'EL TO BUREAU, HONOLULU, MEMPHIS, 

LOUIS AND SPRINGFII;J.J) MAY :FOURTEEN, LAST. 

WILLIAM KOFJ?MAN·, DIVISION OF SUPERVISION OF PAROLE,/ 

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS, TODAY ADVISED JAMES LAOMA OWENSVFBI 
---------

NUl\IBER ONE THREE NINE SEVEN SEVEN ZERO SEVEN, SP MENARD, 

ILLINOIS REGISTORY NUMBER TWO ZERO TWO ZERO EIGHT WAS 

DISCHARGED JUNE TWEN'l'YSEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE, EXPIRATION 

OF SENTENCE SP MENARD, ILLINOIS. OWENS WAS ISSUED A CERTIFICATE 

OF RESTORATION O:F THE RIGHTS OF CI'l'IZENSHIP AUGUST FIFTEEN, 

NINI:-:TEEN SIXTYJ:.'IVE. OWENS LAST ADDRESS THHEE NINE ZERO FOUR 

FOLSOl\l .L\.\t"'ENUE, S1.,. LOU IS, MIS SOUR I, NO E1:!PLOY"MENT SHOWN. 

AM COPIES SENT MEMPHIS, KANSAS CITY, CHICAGO. P. 

~ - Springfield (44-561) 
1 - Bureau (44-38861) (AM) 
1 - Chicago (AM) 

Kansas City (AM) 
Memphis (AM) 

'/ :mph 
(5) 

Approved; __ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

5-.q__ _ /fd)Z:-.J,u1~):,(',~o {/jv 

l SEARCHED , INDEXED i6 4l 
SERIALIZED I') FILED , · 

MAYl 7 1968 

Sent ·----··-- M Per .. -----
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. ' 

,._,.,-:., ····••:••, ~)-·'<. 

·-•,. ftr1.■ 1. -----•--- Qlr411el) .. · . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

4✓-/fh-'i!!f!:_,t __ -/£ 
. SEARCHEO:-r--JNOEXEo. .. . . . 

SERIAUZED~FILED T . 
· MAY1 7 1968 :. - ·-

. FBI- EMPHIS 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



/D-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) I 

• • 
I 

.. I 
i 
I 

FBI I 
I 

Date: ?A..AY 15, 1968 ' I 
I 

Transmit the follov.ling in --------:-:::-------------- I 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

I I 
Via _ ____,.;_, _A_I_R_T_EL __ _ AI~IL I 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L----·--- -
. TO~ DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) . f 

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P) 

MURKIN 

Re alleged offer of $100,000oOO by the White Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi (WKKKKOM) to anyone who 
kills MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

BACKGROUND: 
- --- J ........ 

On 6/2/67, DONALD JAMES NISS., FBI Number 607320A, 
furnished the following informati.on to the Dallas Office: 

NISSEN stated that while at Leavenworth 
Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, from July, 1965, until 

3 - Bureau (44-38861) 
2 - Atlanta (44-2386) 

(1-100-5586) 
1 - Birmingham (44-1740) (Info) 
1 - Charlotte (Info) 

· 1 - Columbi:.a (Info) 
2 - Dallas (44-2649) 

(1-157-880) 
2 - Kansas City (1-Murkin) 

(1-157-472) 
@- Memphis (44-1987) 

3 - Jackson (157-9586) ~ 
(1-157-7990) . f\. 

JLP:yv 
(17) 

DATE FILE STR1PPED;t,/1l17 

ii-li:11-J;,,/U K-cf7 
\ 

SEARCHED ................ IN0EXED5. ·.9-...... . 
SERIAL 1zrn .... /.1•··.FILED ................... . 

,,11At.\( '111.) 10(.".,. 
1\11 1 ·1, ,:Jt.JV 

f8i - i•:•.::,v1F'HIS 

. . 
/ . .RE: BU AIRTEL OTO 11/31.86 

Approved: -------"----­
Special Agent in Charge 

Sent ___ _ er 

.·t. 
\~ 
~ 
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,., • • • 
JN 157-9586 

his release in April, 1967, he became very endly with 
an inmate identified as LEROY MC MANAMAN MC MANAMAN was 
originally from western ansas an was alleged to have 
bootlegged in Mississippio According to NISSEN, he and 
MC MANAMAN worked together in the shoe factory at Leavenwortho 

NISSEN said he had previously met MC MANAMAN before 
going to the penitentiary in Jackson, Mississippi, and he· 
recognized MC }fANAMAN again at Leavenwortho 

Just before NISSEN was scheduled to be parolled 
from Leavenworth, MC MANAMAN approached him and stated that 
he knew NISSEN was going to Atlanta and that he wanted NISSEN 
to set things up for himo 

MC :MANAMAN told NISSEN that $100,000.00 had been 
offered by the WKKKKOM to be paid to anyone who would kill 
MARTIN LUTHER KINGo 

MC MANAMAN allegedly instructed NISSEN to contact 
a Mrso (first name unknown) EURE, at the Eure Realty Company, 
Jackson, Misso MC MAl'1AMAN claimed Mrs. EURE is listed as a 
correspondent by him at Leavenworth Penitentiary. According 
to MC MANAMAN's instructions, NISSEN was to contact Mrs. EURE 
and ask her whenaie next writes to MC :MANAMAN at the Penitentiary 
to tell him "DON" had arrivedo MC MANAM..~N ind~ated he would 

. write and tell EURE th.at NISSEN was 110.Ko 11 

If NISSEN wanted to try to "pull this" himself,. 
·Mrso EURE would put him in contact with two people identified 
only as FLOYD (lnu), an Honorary Colonel in the National Guard 
at Jackson, Miss., and a secmd person whom NISSEN could not 
now recall. NISSEN stated that the unidentified person, 
according to MC MANAM.AN had recently been appointed Deputy 
Un:it ed States Marshal at Jacksono 

2 
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• • 
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A review of Leavenworth Penitentiary Parol~ 
Progress Report for LEROY BASIL MC MANAMAN dated October, 
1966, disclosed MC MANAMAN began his sentence at 
Leavenworth on January 18, 19630 The offense is 

1 

listed as receiving and concealing stolen vehicle from 
interestate commerceo Under the Sentence Captioned there 
is an entry "Harboring a Fugitive 9 Years" 0 The 
codefendants were listed as BURTON HARRY HERPEL, RUBIE 
CHARLES JENKINS and CHARLES Eo TESCHER 0 

The Classification Study Sheet discloses the 
:following description of LEROY BASIL MC MANAMAN: 

True Name 
Aliases 
Race 
Date of Birth 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
FBI Number 
Social Security 
Number 
Marital Status 
Education 
Age at first arrest 

1EROY BASIL MC ~MAN_, 
None 
White 
I I . 
At admission, 49 years 
5 feet 10 inches 
188 pounds 
1244125 

·unknown 
Divorced 
10th grade 
20 years 

The Arrest Record Sheet in the Classification 
Study shows MC MA.NAMAN was arrested 12/22/34, Dodge City,· 
Kansas, for investigationo He has numerous· arrest since 
that time in Kansas, Omaha, Nebraska, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and Springfield, Missourio 

MC MANAMAN is a native of Kansas and has resided 
in that state most of his lifeo He has been somewhat nomadic 
in the past several years, drifting throughout both Kansas 
and Oklahoma. His last residence was with his parents in 
Dodge City, Kansaso 
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I 
I 

Under the New Social Information, section it is 
indicated that MC MANAMAN writes very often to his mother 
who lives in Dodge City,Kansaso He has a grownJson and~ 
daughter living in Dodge City and they occasionally bring 
his mother to the institution to visit himo He is divorced 
and his former wife never writeso MC MANAM..t\N has been 
writing often to a woman friend, SYBIL EURE who lives in 
Jackson, Mississippi. MC MANAMAN has received seven visits· 
from SYBIL EURE and four visits from his mother and sono 

The Penitentiary file indicates MC MANAMAN 
plans to work with SYBIL EURE in the real estate business 
in Jacks:> n, Mississippi, upon his release from Leavenwortho 

The file further indicates SYBIL EURE shows 
much interest in assisting MC MANA~AN and there seems 
some possibility that they may marry in the future. 

' Upon receiving the information from ,.-ONALD JAMES 
NISSEN concerning the alleged offer of $100,0 O.OO, tirs. 
SYBIL EURE was interviewed at Jackson, Missi sippi, on 
8/8/67. 

At that time Mrs SYBIL M EURE dvised that she 
is well acquainted with LEROY MC MANAMAN and frequently 
corresponds with him at the Leavenworth Penitentiary. She 
explained that early in 1964 after becoming·acquainted with 
MC MANAMAN she rented a room to him at her residence where 

· MC MANAMAN stayed for a few weeks. As far as she knows this 
is the only time MC ~fANAMAN has spent. in Mississippi. She 
does not believe that MC MANAMAN is inv.olved or ever has 
been involved in any Klan activity or associated with anyone 
whom she new to be involved in Klan activity and that she 
has never been involved in any Klan activities herself. 
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She stated that she does not know any of MC MANAMAN's 
associates, does not know anyone by the name of DONALD JAMES 
NISSEN, nor has MC MANAMAN ever mentioned NISSEN's name. She 
does not know of any alleged offer of $100,000.00 by the 
WKKKKOM to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. She has neve~ heard 
of anything similar to this mentioned and claims not to be 
involved in any such plot. 

She does not know anyone by the name of FLOYD 
who is a Honorary Colonel in the National Guard or anyone 
recently appointed as a United States Marshal at Jackson. 
She stated that her brother's name is FLOYD GARDNER but 
he is not in the National Guard, not a member of any Klan 
group, and he does not know MC MANAMAN. 

The only person she knows in the United States 
Mara-al' s Office at Jackson is CHARLES SUTHERLAND, ·the 
Chief Deputy, who is a dis~ant cousin of her former 
husband, JOHN EURE. She also_ knows BOB THOMAS,: who is 
associated with the United States Marshal's Office. She 
considers both Stn'HERI.AND and THO~~S to be respectable 
people and she thought most assuredly that they would 
have no association with any Klan group. 

On 5/13/68, Mrs. SYBIL G. EURE, 423 Raymond 
Road, Jackson, Miss., was reinterviewed. 

At the outset she inquired as to the nature of 
the interview. 

It was explained to Mrs. EURE that since the 
murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., her past association 
with MC MANAMAN may be of a more significant nature. 

The alleged offer of $100,000.00 by the WKKKKOM 
was explained to her again. 
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Mrs. EURE, who appears to be a reasonably 
successful business woman, neat in appearance, and well 
spoken, said she now recalls how this alleged offer 
all started. 

She said she recalls that in 1964 when she 
first met MC MANAMAN, he was out on some kind of a 
bond waiting for an appeal. At the same time the 
murder of the three civil rights workers in Neshoba 
County, Mississippi, was at the height of publicity. 
Sheriff RAINEY of Neshoba County was presumed to be, 
at the time, an official in the Klan in Neshoba County. 
At least the newspapers, radio ~nd television news 
stories indicated this much. During the same period 
her real es~te business was in minor financial 
difficulty and she recalls casually mentioning that 
if she approached the Sheriff of Neshoba County she 
could probably get $100,00.0.00 to kill KING. She 
said she now feels in all probability that MC MANAMAN 
took her casual statement seriously.. She said she now 
realizes the seriousness of such a statement since 
KING's murder. 

Mrs. EURE stated that she is an outspoken 
business woman and often passes remarks of.this nature 
more to attract some prospective customers than anything 
else. She said she believes that this is the basis for 
MC MANAM.~N's information concerning the offer of money 
by the Klan in Mississippi to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

.JR. 

In attempt:ig to determine the circumstances 
concerning her meeting MC MANAViAN in 1964, Mrs. EURE 
said she met him through a mutual business friend. 
Her association with MC MANAMAN was business. She 
said in her opinion MC MANAMAN had a world of knowledge 
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i 
in real estate business and that if he ever gets out of 
prison she will always be willing to hire him as an 

1 assistant in her re al estate business. 
I 
I 

' 
After his appeal was denied.in 1964, MC MANAMAN -

was returned to Kansas and began serving his sentence. 
She said she went out to the Penitentiary on two occasions 
in 1964, the first time to pick up MC M.~NAMAN's automobile 
which she financed for him. All other visits, two or 
three times in 1965 and once in 1966, were just friendly 
visits. She said the last time she visited him was early' 
in 1966 and that she has not seen him or heard from him 
since that time. She said as far as she knows he is still 
• • 1.n prison. 

Mrs. EURE was very apologetic, very cooperative, 
and stated that she has no information whatsoever concerning 
the person or persons responsible for the assassination 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRo. If, in the event she receives 
·any information which may be of help in this matter she will 
immediately contact the FBI. 

Mrs. EURE is a white female, approximately 5 feet 
9 inches, slender, moderately attractive, approximately 50 
years of age. 

A further review of the Leavenworth Penitentiary 
Classification Sheet for MC MANAMAN discloses that his 
nine year sentence was in anttoperative status for 375 days 
due to an appeal. The Classification Study form of MC MANAMAN, 

·Register Number 81371-L indicates that MC MANAMAN was received 
at Leavenworth Penitentiary in April, 1964 after his appeal 
had been denied. 

The Bureau, through FBI Identification Division 
records, may wish to compare the records of DONALD JAMES 
NISSEN, FBI Number 607320A; LEROY BASIL MC MANAMAN, FBI 
Number 1244125 (as in9icated i'n prison records) with the 
known arrest record of JAMES EARL RAY to determine if they 
were ever confined in the same prison at ·the same time with 
subject RAY. 
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The aboye information is being furnished to 
offices designated for information purposes. No leads 
are being set out in view of information furnished by 
Mrs. EURE. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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