
FBI LOS ANG. 

81 7 PM DEFERRED 2/6/69 VLB. 

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861),, MEMP~IS (44-1987) A~rn 

NEW ORLEANS (137-10673) 

FROM: LOS A.NGELES C 44-157 4) 2P 

. / 
,,. 

i / 
RE Lt\ TEL FEBRUARY1 FIVE LAST AND NO TEL FEBRUARY,J'IX INSTANT. 

R~VIEW OF LA 'r,rn/rN FILE ~EVEALS CHARLES STEINL.iESIDED WIJ'H 

SISTER, RITA RODE,~VE SIX . IX FRANKLIN AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, 

DURING PERTINENT PERIOD OF IN .STIGATION. SUBSEQUENTLY '30TH 
MOVED. REVIEW OF TOLL CALLS , OM RODE'S HO~E REVEAL CALLS TO 

!\JEW ORLEA"JS ON FE3R1JARY TWELVE, ONE NINE SIX EIGHT TO NINE FOUR 

SEVEN - ZERO NINE THREE' ZE'o.O .AND O"l FEBRUARY TWENTY ONE - TWENTY 

NRE:'. .AND APRIL FOUR, ONE NINE SIX EIGHT TO NINE FOUR FIVE - SEVEN 

THREE ONE TWO. 

REV! EW OF TOLL CALLS FROM LOS A~GELES PHONE OF ERIC S. GALT 

REVEAL NO CALLS MA DE TO NEW OR LEA NS • 

E:'JD PASE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

lA 44-1574 

NOVEMBER TWELVE, ONE NI NE SIX EIGHT ISSUE OF "LOOK" 

' MAGAZINE, PAGE ONE ONE TWO CONTAINS UNDER ITEM SIX A PROPOSITION 

RAUL MAD.E TO RAY. RAY WAS GIVEN .A NEW ORLEANS PHONE .NUMBER 

BY RAUL WHICH.IS WHAT DAVE LARSEN, LOS ANGELES TIMES, PROBABLY· 

REFERRED TO DURING INTERVIEW FEBRUARY FIVE LAST AS CONTAINED IN 

I RE LOS ANGELES TEL. 

LOS ANGELES CONTINUES EFFORTS TO LOCATE CHARLES STEIN FOR , 

INTERVIEW. 

END 

DND 

FBI MEMPHIS 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI LOS ANG. 

11:34P1 OEFfRRED 2/7/69 REF 

TO DIRECTOR (44,-38861), MEMPHIS (44-1487), NEW ORLEANS < 157-10653). 

FROM LOS ANGELES ( 44-157 4) 2P 

MURKI N 

RE LOS A~GELES TELS FE:13qUARY FI VE AND SIX LAST. 

RECORDS PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELEGQAPH CO'~PANY, R¢EAL 
. 1 

PHONE NUMB ER FOUR EIGHT TWO D.i\SH FI VE S EVEM FI VE O~JF~T. IN 

USE IN LOS ANGELES A~EA DUT:tING ONE NINE SIX SEVEN AND ONE 

NI \JE SIX EIGHT AND NOT 4 CU~RENT ISSUED NUMBER. 

rn;iUI?Y n V!CIN!lv ,3AI'lT FRANCIS HOTE-L, LOS ANGELES, 

RE'V1:AL sJ-MRLFS STEPdAsT OB3Et?V£l) I\J 11OLLYWO01; AREA Asour ------------ / 

'•1.~?TI~l TO !-!AVE T~E"'!.CALL LOS A;-lGELES OFFICE. 

-1¥- 1?/Z-kdr-/.l?-tJ?,I 

I 
SEARCHED fNOEXE~e-~ 
SERIALIZEQL.le FIi ED ,.U<..., · 

F ~8 8 1969 . 
· fBI-MEMe.HIS 
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PAGE TWO 

LA 44-1574 

BUREAU, MEMPHIS, AND NEW ORLEANS WILL BE ADVISED OF 

I ' 

CONTACT WI TH MARTIN RE WHEREABOUTS OF' STEIN A ND INTER VIEW 

WI TH STEIN WHEN LOCATED. -

~JT 

FBI LEll/JPHIS 

p 
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frca Washington, ':J. c., in ecnnectlon with the garba~ strike 
turmoil. The three individuals may have arrived in ~mpbts 
seve-ral days b4tfoN 4/4/68, and supposedly wen JJart of the 
•~ilitants~ rather than Or. MART!M tUTHE~ KING, JR.'g peaceful 
pTct•st~:rs. 

!~$. WAr10 e~ntad her source, in tellln9 her of the 
abov•• 1nfernd th• source •av fe•l the reported presonee 
of CORTE.!. ln ".'\emphis, TennatJs.••• on the date f>r .. KING, .TR.. 
was killi!d m.Jy ln some w~y b9 c<:ntn.et•d with the- recent published 
1tat•m~nt of Reverend JAMES BMt that. BEVEL hat; inf omation 
to the effect t,ha't:. f.?T. K!'MC, JH .• 1'185 not murderttd by J.tJ,tES EARL 
T{AY. Hrs.. 'iA1D stato,d, however. thttt she fet!ls this 1• pure 
s~c,.1l&ti\")n on h.,r soln:ce' s part. 

For information of Memphis, it ls noted that JAMES R. 
CORTEZ is currently a very controversial. figure in totd sville, 
Kentucky. He- has been in Jail 1n touitwille since 6/1/68 
und•r a variety of charges. CORTEZ caN to t~u1«v1lle frOffl 
':lathlngton, D. C., on 57~/68, and was a leading speaker at 
a N•gro rtlly in th• :,fest End of Louisv!J le on '!-J/27/68, after 
which rioting tmd loc,t1A9 •rupted, 1n tou1sv1lla, and continued 
fnr the rHtxt several days.. CORTEZ has reetiv•d much news 
publicity &lnce being in Lovisvill• and ts of considerable 
1nt~H&t to local authorities as he wa$ the only reported 
"outsi.d•r" who had any leading part in events leading up tc 
thf' Louisvill• disordert. 

For the further 1.nformation of Memr,his, 1 t is 1tQted 
that. the W;;shi.ngton Field Gff1c.e has advised l.oui•v11le that 
on 4/10/6@, CORTEZ voluntarily contact•d ':;a&hington Field 
clsimtng to he an aequ.tlntanc:@ of STOKELY GARMIGHAEL .e1nd 
affilhited with the Student Ncn•viole,nt C',0,l)rdi!',atln9 Committee (SNCC) 
and velunteer1no ♦ o furnish i"lfomation. to riethingto,n Field 
for a price. Th♦nafter, on s•v•ral occasion~. CORTEZ did 
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ts 44-947 

furnish .:!aghingtcn Field information but COf\TEZ did not advise 
Washington Field of his plan to CmMt to Louisville in May of 
1968, and CORTEZ •ad• no contact with toui•vill• FBI u~on his 
arrival iA tou1aville. · 

LEADS: 

JHE '.ff ASHl~"TOH, FIELD OFFICE t 
":'f ;,t .~ (''U'T" 1,....,.'"';t\.' •·1 C I'\ ,~1, .. ,~ \ttt l"j";l i \.,/~, p •- • ~ 11 

Will advise Louisville and M•:mphi• wheth•r or not 
~tashingtcm Field is in posse•eion of any inforaation indicating 
CCFtTEZ we• in tt._phis, Tenne1s:1Ht, around the time of the murder 
cf Or. ~A~TIM tuiHER KING, ,]rt,. If sc. furnish Louisville complete 
inftlrmation re9ardin9 CORTEZ' NlfPOrt.ed activities there, togcother 
with wheth•r or not such information could be distsefl'1nated to 
Ntl!able local auth&rities in the •vent inquiry may b• nc•lved 
from thell'l concerning t.hi• report .• 

THE ME}JPH!f.:, OIVISlOh 

- 3 -
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AIRTEL 

TO: Legat, Ottawa (44-4) 

From: Director, FBI (44-38861) 

WRKIN 

2-6-69 

By return a.i.rtel, advise the Bureau the current 
results of investigat10~ being conducted by the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police (RCIIP) in their continuing efforts 
to identify "Raoul.'\ .. · 

[;)- Memphis (44-1987) (for info) 

C 
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ODESSA - Crg~nisation der SS-.A:ngehBrigen (Organization of SS Members) 
-i i I 

........ ¥,· 

The Organization: formed in 1947, initially to provide escape facilities and 
monies for former SS men fleeing prosecution in Germany. It established es­
cape routes which converged at Memmingen in the Allg~u (Bavaria), a secluded, 
heavily wooded area adjacent to the borders of Austria and Switzerland. At 
Memmingen routes branched off in two (2) directions, one to Lindau on Lake 
Constance; the other to Innsbruck and across the B+enner Pass to Italy. 
In 1947 an "export-import" company was set up in Lindau with representatives 
in Cairo and Damascus. Much of this early activity with escapees was managed 
by a German traveling on a Syrian passport and" calling himself Haddad Said. 
His actual identity is (former) Hapsturmftfurer Franz RBstel, one of ODESSA's 
main organizers. RBstel now commutes between a German settlement in Uruguay 
and Spain's Costa Brava where many former SS leaders have vacation homes. 
ODESSA maintains valuable connections with and, in most cases, officials within 
certain South .American governments as well as Spain, F.gypt, Syria, Portugal. 

Funding: A secret meeting was held 10 August 1944 at the Hotel Maison Rouge 
in Strasbourg and among those in attendance were: Emil Kirdorf, coal indus­
trialist, Kurt von Schroeder, KBln (Cologne) banker, Fritz Thyssen, steel 
industrialist, Georg von Schnitzler, I. G. Farben complex, and Krupp von 
:Bohlen of Krupp Works. These industrialists, all of whom had heavily support­
ed Hitler, were convinced by this point (Aug., 1944) that Hitler would ultimate­
ly be defeated. Their interest was in making long range plans for safeguarding 
assets from Allied confiscation. At this point large-scale transfers of loot­
ed property and funds were made to neutral and non-belligerent countries. 
A U.S. Treasu.:ry Department report in 1946 reported that 750 companies had al­
ready been set up by Gemans, with German money, in the following distribution: 
112 in Spain, 58 in Portugal, 35 in Turkey, 98 in Argentina, 214 in Switzerland, 
and 233 in various other countries. The list is far from complete. 

Purpose: According to Simon Wiesenthal, the world's foremost expert on ODESSA 
activity has said, " ••• before the war ended the Nazis set up large, hidden 
:funds for the building of a Fourth Reich." Papers from the organizationai 
meeting in Stra,sbourg now in U. S • .A:rrrry- hand3, the following statement was re­
corded in the minutes: "Germany has already lost ••• From now on Germany's in­
dustry must prepare for the economic postwar campaign. Every industrialist 
must seek contacts with firms abroad, each for himself, without creating atten­
tion. And that is not all. We must be ready to finance the Nazi Party, wh.b h 
will be forced to go underground for some time." 

. 1/~-ltJ/?-x/:d--/Jl-d// 
Activities: (among others) financing Nazi escapees and families of SS men, 
(2) financing prominent lawyers to defend men accused of SS crimes whereas 
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Pollock ODESSA Material/2 

m_ost of these defendant$--tlave no apparent source of incotrn::;, (3) organization of 
a massive legal-aid effort for Ge~an ~ar ~~imina~s releasej- to Germany by 
Russia in 1955. After their arrival from the Soviet Union at Camp Friedland, 
near Gattingen, they received the names and addresses of West German lawyers 
and were ordered to report to them, (4) finances certain German publishers who 
prepare massive printings of neo-Nazi propaganda literature, (5) finances 
meetings of former Nazis throughout the world. One took place in 1966 in Milan. 
The participants arrived from all over the world w~th their travel and hotel 
expenses paid, (6) financing of subversive activities of neo-Nazi groups in 
several countries. 

Ebcample of ODESSA Wealth: While this is only rn example of ODESSA's treasure, 
it is significant. In the village of Altaussee (Austria) centered in what 
Hitler called the Alpenfestung (Alpine Fortress), where a last heroic stand 
against invading Allies had been planned, Gestapo Chief Ernst Kaltenbrunner 
moved at Christmas-time, 1944. Some hospitals were built in the area and 
transportation of Reich treasures was begun, these deliveries being made to 
the hospitals (which had no patients) in the Altaussee region by Red Cross 
ambulance. After March, 1945, the SS began a methodical listing of assets 
transported to Altaussee. One list fell into Allied hands concerning the ship­
ments made by Kaltenbrunner from Berlin to Altaussee. The following items are 
listed: 

50 kilograms of gold bars 
50 cases of gold coins and gold articles, each case 
weighing 100 pounds 
2 million American dollars 
150 million pounds in English banknotes 
2 million Swiss francs 
5 cases, 100 lb. each, filled with diamonds and 
precious stones 
1 stamp collection, valued at 5 million gold marks 

This and hundreds of other shipments were buried around Altaussee or thrown 
in T6plitzsee, a nearby lake. Adolf Eichmann lived in Altaussee before flee­
ing to Brazil. It is known that he took 8 cases of treasure with him. As 
late as 1963 diving operations were observed at T6plitzsee. The Austrian gov­
ernment finally (in 1963) conducted its own investigation into the lake and 
found several cases of English banknotes. Experts estimate the total initial 
wealth of ODESSA at between$750 mil~ion and $1 billion. 

Ebcamples Qf Movement by Better-Known ODESSA Personnel: Heinz Mengele, research 
physician at Auschwitz, who speciaiized in experiments with children's eyes, 
attempting to change eye-colors to blue by injection of special dyes. Charged 
with murdering hundreds of children personally and in most painful ways. 
In 1954 Mengele was discovered (details on request) in Argentina where he was 
practicing medicine in Buenos Aires. Mengele was informed by his family in 
Freiburg (Germany) that a warrant for his arrest had been issued. He fled to 
Paraguay and was immediately granted Paraguayan citizenship (27 Nov. 1959 by 
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Pellock ODESSA material r 

' 

governm0ntal -decree #809, using the name Jose Mengele). After a brief return 
-- to Argentina he went to Bariloche" on the Chilean frontier. - He then went to 
Alexandria, Egypt where (former) Obersturmbannfilllrer Schwarz, who manages the 
ODESSA affairs in Egypt, rented a yacht and took Mengele to the Greek island of 
Kythnos, near Crete. He then was taken to Barcelona, made a visit back to 
Gttnzburg in Germany, took up residence in 1962 at Fulgencio Morena 507 in 
Asuncion, Paraguay, and finally moved to the estate of Alban Krug near Encar­
nacion, Paraguay, near the Brazilian border. Today he lives in the restrict­
ed military zone between Puerto San Vincente on the Asuncion-Sao Paolo highway; 
between the highway and the fortress of CarlosoAntonio Lopez on the Parana 
River. He is not far away from the residence of the world's most wanted war 
criminal, Martin Bormann, who lives in an impregnable fortress at Kolonie 
Waldner 555, Parana, Brazil. 

Some Observations: ODESSA is the sort of organization which, because of the 
political philosophy of its members, would see profit in chaos and confusion 
in democratic countries. Its members still dream, however imprudently, of 
a return of German superiority in world affairs. This is best accomplished 
when it appears that democratic institutions lack the internal controls to 
survive, i.e., civil disobedience, riots, race wars, etc. But most import­
antly, it has the resources to finance most any undertaking. An organization 
which offered $100,000. to an_yone who would murder Simon Wiesenthal, the man 
who tracked.down Adolf Eichmann in Buenos Aires, is capable of at least equally 
unfortunate interventions in other situations. 

About the Africa Question: The Nazis and the Arabs have always gotten along 
well. Today, in the Nigeria/Biafra War, Egyptian military personnel, particu­
larly pilots, are participating in the Nigerian Army's battle with the seces­
sionist Biafrans. ODESSA members are known to have been in Addis Abbaba, 
Ethiopia. They are throughout Egypt and the Arab countries of the Middle 
East. They might very well find a profitable gain ~n influence and, perhaps, 
territory by financing intrigues and insurrections in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Their presence is very much felt in the Republic of South Africa where many 
government officials are for:ner SS men. Certainly an expansion of South Af­
rica's and Rhodesia's apartheid racial policy would be in the interests of 
men dedicated in mind and money to the creation of totalitarian states. 

,bf?e~cl?/ 
Dale L. Pollock 
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AIRTEL AIR MAIL 

TO: DIRECTOR, F'BI (44-38861) 

!<'HOM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (•14-760) 

MUHKIN 
00 M.I:: 

2/7/69 

p 

Re :Kansas City airtel to Diroc~, 1/30/69. 

On 2/6/69, DALE L. POLLOCK,i,.t.6nister, Windwood 
United Methodist Churjh, Kansas City, Mo. furnished three 
pag<~ history of an o,,rganization called Odessa. Xerox 
copies are attached/; POLLOCK advised that he is furnisbH1g . 
the Bureau this in.lormation because of the coincidence o:f a 
member of Odessai/a HEINZ MANGER being in Puerto Vallarta, 
Mexico at approximately the same time as JAMES EARL RAY. Also 
RAY was in Lisbon Portugal where one of th8 h~adquarters 
o! Odessa is report~ly located. POLLOCK stpted that he is a 
studdnt of Post '!,9rld War II German bistor~and corresponds 
with people ~.i.1 rmany re Odessa. He aga!lh stated that a 
painting giv"" · to Mr. and Mrs. KARL RAP~{ Leawood, Ks. by 
HEINZ MANGER. hen tfiey were in Puerto fa larta was signed by 
MANGER. POLLOCK stated that MANGER dict not do this painting, 
he bought it from a street vendor, however he signed it for 
the RAPPs. POLLOCK advised that he bought the painting front 
th,J RAPPs, reade photographic copies of tile signature thereon 
aud sent them to tht• Ministry oJ Justice in West Germany and 
also to th,} CIA in order to verify th:J fact that HEINZ MANGER 
is the same individual that was a former SS General. 

~- Bureau (RM) 
V- Memphis (44-1987) (RM) 

l - Kansas City 
RBH:as 
(6) 
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KC 44-760 

The Kansas City Office has been attempting to 
interview Mr. and Mrs. KARL RAPP, Leawood, Kansas, however 
they have recently moved from their address at 3101 W. 
83rd Street and a new address is not as yet known. He has 
an office at 208 Nichols Road, Kansas City. Missouri, which 
is closed at this time and the neighbors feel he may be away 
on vacation, but could furnish no additional information. 

Kansas City will continue efforts to locate and 
interview the RAPPs to determine the exact date they were 
in Puerto Vallarta, any additional information they may 
have re HEINZ MANGER, Odessa or JAMES EARL HAY. 

An,·other leads in this matter being left to the 
discretion 01 the 00, or Bureau. 

2 
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AIRTEL 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, HEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 

SUBJECT: MURXIN 

2/10/69 

// 

Re Louisville airtel, 2/5/,69. 
,f 

This is to ad.vise that ~his indic• contain 
nothing concerning JAMES R. CORTEZ1, .. ntioned in reairtel. 

\ ·:r, \ 
\ (i\ -
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AIRTEL 

TO: 

FRO.U: 

SUBJECT: 

2/11/69 

AIR MAIL 

;, 
DlRECTm, FBI (44-38861) :17)--/)n 
SAC, MEAlPHIS (44--1987)((P)/-- / 
BUBKDt \__ __ 

/ 

/ 
/ 

ReBuairtelja/4/69 directing ldemphis to interview 
Rev. JAMES LAWSON. / 

It !ill!Ci! 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 3 copies of an FD-302 
reflecting interview of Rev. LAWSON on 2/11/69 at Memphis. 

Infordltion furnished by Rev. LAWSON regarding the 
transfer of the 2 Negro firemen and the Negro police officer 
from the fire station near the Lorraine Motel just prior to t~ 
murder of l:DG bas been coyered in Memphis Llllt dated 1112i15&, 
which Lllld also reflected.✓,;:the interview of Mr. BILL SARTOR4Sy 
Mr. J. BA.ROLD FLANNERY vef the Justice Dept. IAWS<n furnished 
no new information and it is not felt thllt this matter warrants 
further inquiry. 

It is the opiniai of the interviewing Agents that 
LAWSON is a dangerous rabble rousing individual not worthy of 
being considered a leader of any group. Be openly admits 
distrust of tbe police and of the FBI. Be admits to having no 
:lets but doe$ not seem embarrassed to openly advocate his theory 
that J(DQ'a,. murder resulted froa a conspiracy. Be nent1oned 
the story :that•• told early 1n this investigation by JOHN 
IE FBlm.BN/rep.rding his having ov~heard a conversation in a 
local vegetable market which c~rsation would indicate that 
the lllllrket owner, JOBH LJBlm.1'0.and persons from New Orleans 
were part of the aurder conspiracy. As the Bureau is well 
a•r•, IE PERUN'• story has been thoroughly investigated and 
tias been found to be entirely without substance. 
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ME 44-1987 

LAWSON was advised that the Bureau would be most 
interested in receiving any additional inforl'!lllltion which might 
come into his possession. In view of LAWSON's attitude toward 
the Bureau, it is suggested tnat we initiate no furtl1er con­
tact with LAWSON if it can possibly be avoided. 

- 2 -
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2/7/69 

AIRTEL AIR MAIL 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) 

SUBJECT: MURl<IN 

Re Los Angeles teletype 2/5/69; and New Orleans 
teletype 2/6/69. 

Lt. Col. ,N r. RAGUSA, Assistant Superintendent, 
Louisiana State P ice, advised 2/7/69, that Troope~ EAUL 
VICTOR ad regular days off on 8/4,10,24,27 & 31/67. 
Further~ ESQUIVEL was off 8/6 t 7/67 due to a death in the 
family. 

RAGUSA also stated the records show ESQUIVEL 
worked an eight-hour shift on 3/22/68. 

In view of the foregoing, New Orleans is taking 
no further action in this matter UACB. 

3 - Bureau 
(P - Memphis (i.14-1987) (Info) 

1 - Los Angeles (44-1574) (Info) 
2 - New Orleans 

EJC~sam 
(7) 
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l'Ut, N.. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG-ATION 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
February 8, 1969 

RAY 

M!...:. .... ~~XI"Y, 92_.hen Los Angeles Times news rep.orte.r 
in New Orleans, Louisiana, residing at the Cochetta Motel,··· 
Room 216, Telephone 822-1560, New Orleans, Louisiana, tele­
phonically advised he had contacted the Los Angeles Office 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) azd had been 
referred to the New Orleans Office of the FBI .. 

Cohen advised that he and Dave Lawso of Los 
Angeles, California j who is also a reporter'ol the Los 
Angeles Times, had obtained from Charles Stein a telephone 
number within one week after the arrest of James Earl Ray. 

Cohen stated that Dave Lawson had made all the 
notes of the conversation with Stein but that as he, Cohen, 
recalls it, Stein showed Lawson a piece of paper which con­
tained a telephone number and that Lawson had copied the 
telephone number from Stein's piece of paper into Lawson's 
note. 

When Stein questioned Ray concerning this telephone 
number, Ray had said this is where RJt' got his weather report. 

Cohen stated that Stein two or three days after 
talking to Cohen and Lawson had made a call to New Orleans 
and had determined this number was a number for Troop B of 
the Louisiana State Police located in the Greater New Orleans 
area. 

Cohen stated that neither he nor Lawson had fur­
nished this telephone number to the Los Angeles Office of the 
FBI and when questioned as to whether or not this was an 
oversight advised that subcon$ciously it had been forgotten 
with the hope it might materialize into a good story. /f) / 

·~.....,__,..:==~'~ 
S ARCHED. .............. .INOEXED&_, ... .. 
s ER IA LI zrn.J.k., .. .FI LED ... ...• J.l.e., .... . 

FEB 1 21969 

~~ 
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JAdS EARL RAY 

Coben advised that he did.not have the telephone 
number with him but had made a contact in New Orleans while 
here to attend the Clay Shaw trial, who had,determined:that 
there was a Louisiana State Trooper at Troop B named Raul 
V. Esquivel. ' 

Cohen advised he had no further information con­
cerning this number but that Lawson would have- more complete 
and accurate.information from his, notes. 

A review of th,e New Orleans indices show an inves­
tigation was conducted in the case captioned "TROOPBR BAUL 
VICTOR ESQUIVEL, LOUISIANA STATE POLICE, FERDINAND JOSBPB 
HORIO, JR. - VICTIM, CIVIL RIGHTS." Esquivel in 1964 was 
de~cribed as follows: 

Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth,. 
Place of Birth 
Employment 

Length of 
Employment 

Residence 

White 
. ~le 

British,-' Honduras 
Louisiana State Police, 

· Troop B, Metairie, 
Louisiana 

Seven years 
4524 Parsimmon Street, 

Metairie, Louisiana 

R. L. Polk's New Orleans City Director for 1968 
lists telephone number 482-5751 to State Police Department 
Headquarters, Troop B. This number was dialed February 6, 
1969, and the trooper answering the phone stated "State 
Police Department H£Jadquarterst' and then upon inquiry stated 
that it was Troop B. . ~ 

The current Nffii Orleans Telephone Directory lists,, 
telep.hone r;lUmber 524,-,6446 to the Provincial, Motel, 1024 
Chartres Street, New Orleans, Louisiana. The Provincial 
Motel is where Ray stayed i.n Now Orleans in December, 1967. 

2 
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JAMES EARL RAY 

nant Colonel Be~ F. Ragusa, Assistant 
Superintende , Louisiana State Police (LSP), Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, dvised that Trooper 1st Class 'Sul Vic~r 
Esquivel· s assigned to LSP. Troop Bat New rielii, 
Lbuilflna. He advised that in August of 1967 Trooper 
Esquivel was at that time also assigned to Troop Bat New 
Orleans. He advised that '!rooper Esquivel worked as follows 
during the month of August, 1967: 

August 1, 2, and 3: on duty; 7:00 a.a. to 3:00 p.m. 

August 4: day off 

Augus~ 5: on duty; 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

August 6 and 7: off duty due to a death 
in his family 

August 8 and 9: on duty; 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.a. 

August 10: off duty 

August 11 through 23: on duty; 7:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. · 

August 24: off duty 

August 25 and 26: on duty; 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.a. 

August 2'J: off du·~y 
✓ 

August 28, :29, and SO: on duty; 7:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. 

August 21: off duty 

Rtiiti1,:IS~ i. i::i::,;.i; th~ t during August, 1967, Trooper 
Esquivel wai;) 1:f?"i~1i~;r,:,:~,;1, tc1 duties in different areas of the 
Troop B LSP ar.e:ai a::2: ha w~s f .U 1 il!:lg in for other troopers 
on their days off. He advifH~d tb.:a t during August, 1967, 
Trooper Esquivel WIC»:itk-ed !~::11 the New Orleans area. 

3 
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,JAMES EAR!:,,....fu'Y 

Ragusa advised that 0.1 March 22, 1968, Trooper 
Esqqivel worked an eight-hour shift on that date. 

This document conta.ins neither reco:mmendatiots nor conclusions 
'.)f the FBI. It is t'::e property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your ager.-.:c;c: it and its conten~s ifllre not to be distribut_ed 
out~ide your agency: 
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9/8/69 

J.IJtTJCL AlaMIL 

TD: DDIC'l'Olt. l"BI (4'-18N1) 

:FllOlh MC, m OBLBAM (111-1081S)(P) 

euB.IICT: .. u 
Be._ Orl__, teletype t/G/89. 

•u1oaed t•r tile._,.... are aa...,.... aM for 
Loe Aaael• ud ■11q,traua wo cepi• ... et a Mlf-eaplana­
tory LD. 

J - Bllrea• c-- •> (all) 
J.,- Loa Aagelelt (44-1674) <-- I) (JUI) 
~- Namphla (44-lN'l)(Jaori S)(D) 
I - »- Orl•• ~.J., 
BJC/jpb 
(9) 
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AIRTEL 

To: Leaat, Ottawa (44-4) 

Frolll; Director. FBI (44-31Nl) 

IIUllI1' 

2-10-69 

tntoftllltion baa coae to the Bureau'• attention 
that Jaaea Earl R.aJ claias to have COJlllitted an al"lled 
robber, of• food atore in Montreal during bis visit 
in 1967, aad robbed ■tJother :food store in lllolltreal 
after the Kiq assaninatioll. 

It is noted that it baa been eatabliahed that 
RaJ waa in Montreal, cauda, fr011 JulJ 17, 1917, throuah 
approxiaately .Aupat 17, 1N7. It 1a alao noted that 
accordiq to the Bureau's infonuation, 1ta7 arrived in 
TOronto, Canada, Oil .April I, 1N8, aad departed Toi:onto, 
Canada, en roa te to LOndoa Oil llaJ I, lNI. Bia a ilJ 
whereabouts tl"OII April I, 1988, to llaJ 6, 1988, baa not 
beea fullJ eatablished. 

Lecat, Ottawa ahould provide thia inforaatioa 
to the ao,al Canadian lk>Uated Police (RCIIP) and detel"lline 
it any unaolvecl al"lllecl robberies of food stores exist 
duriq theae pertinent periods in which by could be the 
subject. 

0- ... phis (44-1987) (for info) 
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1/10/ff 

Al&T.IL AIJUlllL 

1'0 : DIUCTO.a, nu 

l'ROII : uc, m oai.aua (1s,-1oen> <P> 

SUBJ:ICT: IIUHlll 

l.e lots Alapl- teletJpe, 1/6/88; aad _..., Ol"l~ 3'JO f'J-­teletJpe, :~:~-1 BU P. llAGllllA, AaaUIUlllt~r:✓ 
1

, t, 
Lolllaiau State Pelloe (LIP) ..... .._, !Aulalau, 
adviNcl tllat Trooper lat: Clw UUL 'fJ~llCIIJmt.0 
aaalped to LR> Troop a at Jfew Oiieau~Iarw. - lie 
advised tllat la A-t of lNf Troctper SSQVIYIL was at tllat 
ti .. alM -icaecl le Treop B ai ..,, Orlea•. Be adviaecl 
tllat 'lroope1' EIQVI'fBL worked •• folton durlq ,_ -·-
of Allpat. lN?t 

A..-t 1, I, aati 3: Oil tklty: TtOO .All - 3:00 P·•· 

...... 4: •• , off 

J.upst I: oa 411t1; 7:00 a.a ..... 3:00 P·•· 

Altpat I ad T: o1f duty due to a cleatb 
ia Id.• taailJ 

Au,:ut a aad 9: oa clut7; 7:00 •-•· to 3:00 p.a . 

.lqut 10: off duty 

3 - BUffli 
~- .Loa .&aplea 
{2)-1eap11111 
2 - Jlew Orleau 
EBL:■ak 
(9) 
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August 11, through 2J: @n duty; 1:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.a. 

August 24: o1f duty 

August 2S and 26: on duty; 7:00 a.a. to 3:00 p.m 

August 27: ofi duty 

August 28, 29, and 30: on duty; 7:00 a.m to 3:00 p.a. 

August 31: off duty 

RAGUS,A advised tut dUl"ing August, 1967, Trooper 
ESQUIVEL was assign•d to duties in different areas e! the 
Troop 8 LSP area as he was ! i 1 l iag in .tor other t1·oopers 
on their days off. Ile advised that during August, 1967, 
Trooper fSQ\JIVIH. .. worked in th~ NE-w Orleans ax·ea. 

RAGUSA advised that on March 22, 19&.1 1 Troo1..er 
J:SQUIVEl. worked an ~igtat-hour shift on that «ate. 

In view of the above work :scti.dule fo1· 1):oope.r 
ESQtllYJ;L no .further actto.tL 1.Jt beini taken i.n tbis iut·t~r at 
Mew Orleans UACB, and :tsqul\l'l;i, wi1r not be interviewed. 
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2/l.0/69 

aAe, SAN DDOO (44-387) 
o~'-

MUIUWt J ~;\ \ / 
~ r,/ 

Nre.BLIAv.•~c~bLane,~•U• 
Trail.er ark. Oo&P81.ili orm.a telelbanic&lq oantao-4 
tt)e eo11D11dll Reeideiat l.-nq on 2/4/69. stating 6h8 w1aW 
to fU1tn1ah a011111 illt~tion 1n t• avioteat oonnc:aence. a... 
MAnD1 aclviNd ~ l:cnell tb&t JAJ&S EARL BAY bad bNn on a bOat 
that-~ to cata.l:Sna Ia.land on March 20,. 1987, • ahit W 
..- h1a piot\&"1111n Lt»E -r.zintt ai'l4 reoopued s.t aa a 
•nabebad..-ontn.eoaa. 

_... JI\MD WU oootaotd ia/WSOO 2/1 /69 at 
wbich t1lllt abe ~lated that in ~~ 1961, •114t• her aon,. and 
a a1aier-1n-ia.,. IIBl' Ula JOIIBS,t918 Bell Aflll\19, corona., 
cautond.a.., bad traveled troaa san Jredro to oataUDll Ialand 
on toe ateaaahip wh1ch 1e advert1Md a.a the nor-eat White 
Stea•hi.P. to catau.na." Aa blat ane could recall, 1;bl date 
waa 3/20lftl, llb1ch was over a J'INll" bafQre KilG was k:t.lled. 

On the •1 t,o C&t&l:Sna laland, 8be notS.ced a -.n 
wearlng a lrowa am.t tbat loOialtd aa 1t bl bid slept 1n it, 
a bOW ti• ( dark in color)• and a l>l'<1111n b&i; and white ab1rt. 
H• waa tanne4 ae it he bad 'bNn 1n tbt sun. 

On tne wa7 baek troa tJ:.- cata11na Ialalnd_. abl 111U 
aitUng "1 tilft Noond deck and observed th18 •• 11111n walking 
8114 -Ying and &ppaar1Da drw:lk. ~l ot the pop1- 1D 
tbt area wbare abe-. sitting~ about t;tie -.n and a 
10\Jnl girl reaarklld that an o.ttioer an the ah1p had told tlie 
girl 'bt the 1111n did not get orr 'tb9 abip at catallna. 

During th• reirurn v~, a 1:8nd WU plap.ng and 
th_.. waa dancing. Tb1a 111n app-oaohed Nr-a. JI\Milt and 
reuarlll!Jd tnat tbe two of~ CIOlll'1 poaaibl.J show ti. 

2 •Bl.a'ea.U 
(V- Jleapbia 

l • Ban »iego 

CAlb~ 
(5) -
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youngsters how to dance the dances. Mra. Jt\B.TIH declined 
and loolald into his~• •hich were a col.d blue and noticed 
that the pupil.a were not di.l.ated and t.ihat he waa not dJ',unk. 
At the tinllt., she wOlldel-ed why he woul.d bl act1ng 4runk it 
he were aot. 

Atter ~ ship docldtd back at S&n Pedro., Nr.-a. JI\Jl'fIN 
noticed the IIIIIUl get 1.Dto a white 1966 a.atans with a bl.a.ck 
interior and a. blAck st;rtp 00 th• door. She recalled h1a 
car• ahe bad looklld at that QP'- betore she ~lt 
purchUed another- style ot a 1966 Rue tang. 

~ ahe read the Lite )11.gazine a:rtic:i.t rega.rdir.g 
MY 1n 1968. -.. •• JIUl.'lD realized that the man ane had eeen 
on t!l9 bOat over a Jear before waa BAY• and ahe realized that 
he had been 1n pasaeasion ot a wh1t4l 1966 llasta111 prior to the 
tiJalt the newspapers and magazine• ata•d be did. 

-.. 11\.RTDI expla.1.ned abtt baa bad lllld.ie&l irob»­
aince 1965 and waa ta.kins coctene at~ 1;111111 ot U- boat 
trip; howe~., thia did not i.Dqlllre her JlllhaOrJ' ot the events. 
Arter the trip., abe waa in the b0ap1tal toz- &pp:-ax1aatel,1 
aix aonths and still talclea pU.n •41oats.on to date. She 
atated aha did not "want to get involved" and that 1a why 
ahe never a.de •nt1on ot thia •t1:ier betore now. a-.. 
JanD adviaed she 1s eapJ.07ed bJ the ac1r10 'l'e:i.inone 
Compa.ny 1.n Ooeanaide., and baa recently lllOved to Ocianaidtt tor 
health·raaaona. 

Jlr.-8. 11\ll'f.Df atateo &he 1a certain the an she 
obaerved on tblt steamship in ~ob., 1967., lfU BAY a.a ahe baa 
... ~ phOtogr&pba ot hill 1n tne newa • 1'he on17 reason she 
wan1led to 11111nt1on ~ •tter to the J'BI 1fU that abe wanted 
to get~ 1nrormat1on to the J'.BI that BAY went to C&talina 
and h&4 a white Jt.i.stang 1n l~ 1A U- Los Anaei.a uea. 
She ooul4 turniah no f'Ur'tle·iatOl"llflt.i.OA 1A \his •tter. 

'ftle above 1ntormat1on 1a t\rn18hed tqrJnt .... ti.on 
p.g-poeea tothe ~u and _ott1.ce of 01"1g1n. Ho turthlr 
c0l'l1;act 1• oontellplated with Jll"8. Jl\1'fDI at Ian Diego. 

- 2 -
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/XF13I MEMPHIS 

FBI- LOS A NG. 

652PM DEFERRED 2/12/69 BCD 

TO DI~ECTOR (44-38861), ~EMPHIS (44-1487), NEW O~LEANS (157-10653,. 

FROt·1 LOS ANSELE3 (44-1574) 2P 

l=?E LA LAST,. 

r ,JTERVI EWED FEBRUA~Y TWELVE 

I NSTA '1T. STATED Cl-!ARLI S STEI '.'J CONTI ~!UES TO HAVE NO PERMANENT 

RESIDENCE, BUT OCCASIONALLY VISITS HER RESIDENCE. MARTIN 

STATED SHE WOULD HAVE STEIN CALL LOS ANGELES OFFICE ON 

ll!EXT CONTACT. 

~ARTIN DESCRIBED STEIN AS "HAVI~G A RAPI0LY DETEqroRATIG 

"1ENTAL STATE" AND STATED STEIN WAS DISCl-tARSED F'~OM MILITARY 

SERVICE Foq MENTAL REASONS. SHE STATfO STEIN HAS ~ADS 

A GI11L PREGNA>JT ANO HE: IS THOROUGHLY ~0"1VI~CED UNBOR:1J CHILD 

IS THE SECOND CH~IST. 

~1ARTPJ ADVI3'!£D STEIN TELEPHOt\1ED DISTRICT ATTOR:'JF:Y •s 

OFFICE IN MEMPHIS, REQUESTING PERMISSIO~ TO TELEGRAPH 

• 
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PAGE TWO 

1A 44-1574 

STEIN DI.D TELEG~APH 'RO.Y ~EQ!JESTP•rn AUT~ORITY TO USE 
. . . 

INFORMATION ~E HIS ASSOCI.!\TION W!TH RAY IN BOOK STEIN 

ALLEGEDLY WRITING ABOUT RAY. ~AY TO DATE HAS NOT RESPONDED. 

f1ARTIN STATED STEIN INTEr-.ms TO EMBELLI·SH 0~ THE FACTS 

WITH LIES IN ORDER TO MAKE BOOK GOOD SELLE!?. 

:,'JARTIN STATED STEIN rs OF O?INIO!\J CONNECTIO\l EXISTS 

IN ASSASSINATIO!~S OF PRESIDENT KEN~lEDY, SENATOR ~OBERT 

KEN~EDY, AND ~A~TIN LUTHER KINS, BUT S4E KNOWS OF NO 

INFOR:vJATIO"J STEP! HAS TO '3UBJSTA\1TIATE THIS OPINION. 

/\1ARTI~J STATED SHE \!.I\S BEEN ARRESTED ON SEV'!<.:N FELONY 

CHARGES INFOLVING NA~COTICS .AND FORGERY, SINCE JANUARY ONE 

SIXTY NINE AND KEEPS HER WH'~:REABOUTS SECRETIVE FR0'•1 ALL 

LAW ENFORCE~El\JT AGENCIES INCLUDHiS FBI. 

LOS ANGELES WILL INTERVIEW STEI!\J PR0'1PTLY UPON HIS 

CONTACT WITH LOS ANGELES OFFICE. INQUI~IES CONTINUE. 

END 

coRq •• PG 2 PAR 2 LAST LI\JE 1rn 5 SH1) BE SUBSTANTIATE 

PAR 3 WD 2 SHD BE I~lVOLVING 

DND 

FBI '.1EMPHI S 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2/13/89 

AIRTEL 

TO: SAC, DlLLAS 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Enclosed for Dallas are two photographs of an unknown 
individual. //' 

Mr- WILLIAM BRADFORD BUIE.{ the author who holds an 
exclusive contract with the subject JAMES F.ARL RAY, has advised 
Executive Assistant State Attorney General ROBERT IC. DIYKR that 
he believes the FBI is regularly showing the photograph of an 
unknown individual •~~(according to HUIE, the FBI believes 
identical with BAOUL-.-/ Dallas is reminded that RAOUL ia the 
individual about whom HUIE has written in his "Look" magazine 
articles and with whoa the subject RAY ia alleged to have had 
contact prior to the murder of ICING. 

HUIE has furnished llr. DWYER two photographs, copies 
of which are enclosed for Dallas. HUIE does not know the 
identity of this individual and the Memphis Office is at a 
loss to understand why HUIE feels that the FBI is showing this 
photograph. You will note that this individual is in the 
custody of the Dallas Police, and these photographs, according 
to HUIE, were taken the same day that President KENNEDY was 
assassinated in Dallas. 

LEA.DS: 

DALLAS DIVISION 

AT Jlf\LLAS, T~_1Will attem~t to identify the 
individual in the enclciiid pl'iotograp&i and ascertain his 
present whereabouts. 

T:;1 ct ype -·-~··---
: '► . 

. _/;;., 1'...,;,,.~ 
-,~· .. , 

- r: f 1LIZ . · · -'~. 6 

~sgistered ____ _ 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

FSI LOS ANG. 

1047?~1 DEFEt:i:rnD 2-13-69 RJM 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) ME~PHIS (44-14.81) NEW O~LEANS <157-653) 

FROM LOS ANGELES (44-1574) C3P) 

t?E LOS ANGELES TEL l)ATED F'EB'1UARY TWELVE LAST~ 

CHARLES STEIN INTERVIEWED FE13RUA1iY THIRTEEN. I"NSTAN--T 

' A ND FUR NI S:-f ED FOLLO WI NG : 

ON APRIL ~u NETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, HE WAS CONTACTED BY , 

LOS A'.,l,GELES TIMES REPORTER LARSON DURINR WHICt.t THEY DIS­

CUSSED ~iDlO SLIP .STEP.l HAD, WHICH HE ALLE8EDLY .RECEIVED 

ROM Jl\>1ES EAi.?L '=?.AY. SLIP HAD ADD'.1ESS OF STEI~J'S SISTER 

MARIE LEE WHERE STEIN STAYED DURING THE STEIN-11AY T~IP TO 

NEW ORLEANS IN DECEM:O.ER NINETEEJ\J SIXTY SEVEN. 

HAD A PHONE NU)13ER '1JHICH ·HE CAN ~OT ~ow RECALL. 

END PAGE ONE 

SLIP ALSO 

AT THAT 

~~-~? /7 ~-,/)J-c5fl.3 
.:iEll.RCl-'.[l) _ _iNLlEXW. . . _, ! 
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LA 44-157 4 

PAGE TWO 

TIME STEIN FELT PHONE NU~BER MIGHT BE FOR LOCATION OF 0.AY 

A"-iD THAT IT WbUL!J_'9E OF GREAT FINANCIAL VALUE. LA'iS0N 

0FF'E1ED STEIN FIFTEEN OR TWENTY DOLLARS FOR SLIP '.vHICH STEIN 

FELT WAS NOT ENOUGH ','.!ONEY. F0LL0~iI NG C 0N\TERSATI ON. WI TH 

LA.RSO"-J STEIN SPE~T, HIS LAST !)OLLAR TO CALL THE PHONE NUMBER 

WHICH 1,MS ON T1-fE SLIP P,1 N~W 0RLEA\'S. INDIVIDUAL ANSWERING 

PHONE IDENTIFIED THE NUW3ER A'S THE G?.EY H0 1JND BUS STATION. 

STEIN SAID THAT T?.AY 1;JAS EA r':1:'.R TO LEAV~ NEW ORLEANS 

BUT STEI'.'l W.A~TED TO STAY fl. DAY OR TWO LONGER. STEIN SUGGESTED 

THAT THEY CHECK WEATHER co,-mITI0>J PRIOR TO IJE?A~TING NEW 

,0RLEALS FOR LOS ANGELES SINCE THEY ENC0UNTERE'.) SNOW ST0R~4 

E:N ROUTE TO NEW ORLEANS. STEIN SAID Q.AY C.ALLED FIRE STATION 

WHO SUGG ES TED HE CA LL GREY HOUND BUS DEPOT F'0t? WF.ATHE'i 

!~FORMATION WHICH RAY DID AND MADE NOTATION ON ME~O SLIP. 

STEI~ STATED HE CAN NOT LOCATE THIS SLIP SI~CE HE 

HAS MOVED SEVERAL TI11ES SINCE HE ORI GI NALLY CA~E I 'J P0S-

' 
SESSION OF IT AND IS MOW LIVING 0~1 A 'DAY TO DAY BASIS WITH FRIEMOS • 

. 
STEI:~ SAID HE IS EAGER TO GO TO MEMPHIS AND INTENDS 

TO TAKE A CA!'!ERA OR A PHOTOGRAPH~ WITH- HI~ TO RECORD HIS 

ACTIONS AND AS A WITNESS IN RAY TRIAL SINCE HE INTENDS TO 

WRITS A BOOK A30UT HIS EXPERIE~CES IN THIS' CASE. STEIN· 

END PAGE TWO 

':..! ; 
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LA 44-157.4 

?AGE THREE 

SAID HE WILL EMBELLISH'HIS sroqy TO MAKE BOOlt~A SQOD SELL 
\ 

AND TO PROFIT FINANCIALLY FROM IT. 

STEIN WAS CAUTI0"lED NOT TO EM9ELLISH OR DISTORT ANY 

: WI TH THE F13I. 

STEIN SAID HE NEVER HEARD RAY MENTION AMYONE BY THE 

NAME OF RAUL. HE SAID HE KNOWS OF NO CONNECTION BETWEEN. 
' I 

THE ASSINATIONS OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY, SENATOR R09ERT KENNEDY, · 

OR MARTIN LUTHER KING, jR. STEIN SAID NEW 0'.1LEANS DISTRICT 

ATTORNEY, JAMES' GARRISON HAD CONTACTED HIS SISTER MARIE LEE IN 

· NEW ORLEANS ASKING TO HAVE STEIN CONTACT GAR!HSON. . . 

MA,DE TWO ATTEMPTS TC CALL GARRISON COLLECT BUT CALLS WERE NOT 

COMPLETED. 

STE! N ALSO ADVISED HE HAD CALLED DIST~ICT ATTORNEY •s OFFICE 

IN MEMPHIS TO OBTAIN PERMISSIO~~ TO TELEGRAPH RAY IN P1iISON FOR 

INFo·=n1ATIO\J CONCERNING THEIR TRIP TO NEW ORLEANS. 1 STEIN SAID TH'.£°. 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY "TOOK THE FIFTH AMENDMENT" ALD WHILE NOT GRA 

STEIN DID TELEGRAPH ~AY AND HAS NO ANS\•1tR F1i0M HIM TO DATE. 

ALTHOUGH STEIN APPEARED LUCID l)U~ING INTERVIEW, HE DID ON 

SEVERAL OCCASIONS DIGRESS INTO REALM OF ~ETAPHYSICAL THOUGHT. 

CONCER~HNG THE CONTI\JUOUS CREATIONS OF MANY NEW'CHRISTS. 

END 

RJT 

FBI MEMPHrs 

TUP 

l, 
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OTHER Fil£ REFERENCES, 
REF. AUTRES DOSSIERS, 

?,art in -Luther K!HO· -
J.'j,irder of : 

DIVISION 

uctt 
DATE 

12 DEC 68., 
~~-B--0-1v-,s-1o~N---so_u_s.-01~v,-s·1-0N _____ ; 6BGIS 790-107 

DETACHMENT . OETACHEMENT 

· Montreal -G.I.~;-

6Sc 790-19 
6$1Kt ··'j9 l-~--60-

- Assistance to f.B.I. 

~ . .. . . 

1. Further to corre::,pond·,mce· dat.N! 3 DEC 68 from tho 
A/Officer 1/c ~.J.~1. HQ, Otta\·;a,- please be ad.vistJd of.th<? fol­
lo-..dn3. 

. . 

2~ /.ttempts t·o· cont?. ct J .}: • CSIJdtrruN at the 
hrivc Fet -..d th ·twsat.ive refultt,. It· 1--ras le:arned from t .1t! co-ovmer 
of the lfoptune rrav~zn, ?-ir. E.. CAUD:.·/.f', that CHAl~E(}N iB pr.cisently 
va cr,tionin~ _in Puerto RLco i.nd is .n.ot due to return .to Cr,nac\a be­
fore mid-Jr:nuary 1969. 

~n-tun~;·· 

J. Mr. Gi-'.Uf.;f.'i' was •,hm.n th1-1 com?Osite drrn·:in5 of .i.t .. OUL 
and. questioned as ·to ·\.-hl::thor or not ne could icent-ify ·rt-; ·-e:AUDE:T 
exs.r.dncd th~i picture clos~1ly; hm•icver, no i.clt.~ntificatiom··as r,:,ade. 
G.~Ulr~'l' furthered that he C£,nnot rt=;:wmbcr anyone who c-ikn clo$~ly 
rcst.h·;r:-.l1lt•d . it. 

~. In view of the contents .of par~.,;rr,pli 2 of U.is re;i~or€;· -- -c 

m.;y the diu ,y da fe in tI1is en s0 be· ·extcnrte.c to read .:i. s !;ho;m ho-r2-
under. 

1!.:,P. 16-1-69 · 

~- ... 
, .e .- .. _j Cst. 

l G.~~J. ~ouss~au) #22870 
f.!ont.raal G. I • S • 

. . ·· '. ,r i''"EX.ED .hl.il. . 
• -k,.v .. ~U ............... "" -~·-·· 

:.it.itlALIZ' D.£&, .... flLED .... ~ ••• ::. 

FEB 171969 

I --..:fl . 
$;,.____ ________ _ 

t-1:11 - MEMPHIS -, 
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.UNITF-r-- STATES DEPARTl\IENT OF JU~..,"CE 

- :FEi>-i~AL nun·E~U OF INVESTiJ8llmWr 31, 1968 

..r- Reply. Please Rtifer lo 

File.No. 

. W •·SDINCTON 25, D, C. . 

JAH~S EP.RL RAY, .Ai;:_a 

This c!oc,,me;r.f ccn!c!.:s neither 
r~c~r:1itf:n-:~c:r:ns n':'r ccn:h.:sio-ns of 
th,.,;:;;, I, i, ;;;J p.-o,·~r:y of 
t' •-., , . I . 

_ 11~ • .,, -:. n:. l:i )-::.n~ : t;i your ot;ency
1 

-it-en.: iis C<.:r.lentz cro not to b;: · 
·distribuiecl ourslcle yo-Jr ogen::y. 

· -, lnfornfation set forth belov, cov~·s investigation « 

-cond~cted· at Acapulco, Gl!lerre~o, l!exieo and Guadalajara, Jaiisco, , 
1Iex1--:co-, .pe_·_ rtaining to activitie-s of cap:tioned individual who,· 
as_ RI~ s. GALT, visited Mexico dm.~ing Oc~ober_and November, 1967. 

AT CAPUI.CO 
I 

GUERRERO - . - _ · . · . 

On November , 19681 a confidential source abroad . 
advised that on that ate LUIS LUl'lA DEL CAeTILLO,_ Deslc Clerk, 
Hotel- San Francisco, 2 Miguel Aleman, made available records 
which showed that ERIC S. G.ALT registered at that hotel, alone, 

.on October 10, 1967. He occupied Room 202 at the rate of 75 

1 •.. •.:-:~ 

pesos ($6 U .s.) per day. He listed his nationality as "U .s." . 
and his home addr-ass as "Alabama". LUIS LUNA stated that he had 
no recollection o:Z ·;::his individual. - ·- · 

This same source advised that· on November 11, 1958, 
lfrs. ROSARIO DEL CASTILLO, owner of Hotel San Francisco; stated 
that she had been in contact ·\•iith· th-e accountant for the hotel 
in an effort to locate the actoal registra·cion ·card for GALT;· 
This card, she said, would list the guest's home address and 
the description of his automobile and would also bear his · 
sign-ature. She said the accountant -,w-a-s unable to locate the 
card and that it was believed to have been destroyed. 
Mrs. DEL CASTILLO also stated that she had spoken with several 
of the -hotel employees and that none of them were able to 
recognize photographs of JAMES ~l.RL RAY. She also made 
available ho copy for October 10, 1967; of a report made 
daily to the Mexican Govern~ent, which lists subject's an-ival 
on thst date. · 

. . 

······· @ SfRlALIZEn ,-...,~ . ··· ••.. .- ••. 
~ ... ,.FILED ./hh . 

FEB 171969--~--·--" 
FSI-MEMp 

- -~ .. , . 
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-:The ·-sotirce· also -advised- 'Oir-tlovem'ber~ 11,- 193-8, that 
_a thorour:'l review_hacl been.made of the hotel's guest list for 

. -_Oc.tohe.r~ .1967, and that.-the.re .w.as no-guest listed with the name 
o-f •~QlJL!! or any~similar name.-

---·-·-··,-· -·- - -··,---- ,---•··· ..... -· ~ -

On lfovember 21, 1S68, a s·econd confidential source 
abroad advised that efforts bad been made to find a registration 
for ERIC S. GALT in other -botels....ancl .motels. ~1n. Acapulco but that 
these efforts had been unsuccessful ·to date.- This source pointed 
out that few hotels in Acapulco have an orcerly method or system 
of record-keeping and that it is usually impossible to _establish -
with ce1·tainty, from records, that a particular individual has 
been a guest in one of these hotels. - -- - ---- - ----- - · --- --- - -- -- - · - - · · 

On December 11, 1968, ·the sec:ond- source reported that 
hotels and motels in Acapuj_co are required to mal1:e dai:J.-y -reports 
to the Federal Office of Tourism listing :their guest~, as well 

__ as arrival and departure dates. An official of this office 
advised the sourc_e that a checlt had been made of all records. 
available to him for the month of October, 1S67, and that no list­
ing was found for GALT or the other names used by him in the 
reports furnished. by any hotel or motel for"the month of October, 
1967. This official acknowledged, however, that these reports 
,,ere probably not complete for 19S7, since the of:fice ·h~.d -­
recently changed its location and there was still not room 
for all the files and records which should be maintained by 
this agency. 

The source also advised on December 11-, 196 8, that · 
.inquiries. had been made throughout t:he tourist zone 0-f- Acapulco 
and also in the houses of prostitution and that no one was 
locate~ who could remember subject from ~is photographs • 

.. 

· ~T GUADALAJARA I JALISCO 
-- .. 

On November 13, 1968, a third confidential--source -
abroad advised that records of the Pancho Villa Motel. Averiida 
Revolucion 1837, had been checked on tiiat d_ate. _ They showed 
that FRIC s. GALT registered there on October 15, 1967, alone, 
and occupie'1 Room 3. He listed himself as a u.s. citizen with 
address 2608 Hizhland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, and his 
occupation as "employed by publisher". The source said that 
there was no time of depaPture shown in the records. GALT paid 
40 pesos ($3.20 u.s.) for the room. I'he source also found 
a second registration card for ''ERIC; S. · GOLT i 26-08 Highland 
Av_en'1e~- Birmingham, Alabama" showing a registra.tion on 
October 18, 136?. I.gain, there was no departure date shown-for 
this registration.-

- 2 

•·· 
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'--._;' ~-· 
~n1s source determined that the girl who wor!::ed as a 

_--:ma-id _::dUr·ing t l1a t-·. peri-od---=-~WE~-S- ,CAR~~t-:--ff!ffRRP.;~-~roA~-~--~--sne· ---we=s ----~- ~ .-.-~-. -··- ---
intervi ew~d and s2.id that she rememb.ered nothing about the ···· 

_- __ ~- .c•fiUbject. ThfL-5.0Urce adv;Jsed..ctha:t.-t-be- dooJtman~d-ur-.:ing~~tha-t ···•'·-:•···.·..,,. · .. 
. period, Gf3GCRI-~ ;}Fb-:REAL-ROiff.RO-;· wa-s·-no l:onger---e·mp1.oyect by -- . 
the 4otel. · 

. On November 15, 1968, the third source advised that· 
-~~_.tJl.e_ow.ner....of the .. P.an.cl10---Vi-J.-l-a-.Mo-tel,--ELPY>l0"·¥E-~UEZ,~-c¼-~-~~-~-----•·•· 

returned to Guadalajara a.fter being out of -the city for several 
days. VELAZQ~"EZ stated that he could not r~call the subject 
or recognize. his piGture. - Mrs. VELAZQUE~-; :tl!e own~r'-s ·wi.fe, __ 
st2.ted that she recalled subject· from a ·photograph with 
sunglaBses \'lhich was taken i,n M·axico. in .1957. She said, .. . , ... ·­
howeve1·, that he did not wear glasses while at the motel •. S_h~_ 
remembered that- he had a . car but ·could not describe it • 

I • .. . 

• < I . . .Mrs. ~LAZQUEZ said .that· when subje;;t ;~riv;~f at- the - ,, 
mot~l he was complaining o'f a .toothache •. She said she . _ 
rec<,rumended a doctor •. · The-next day-she· became ·concerned whe.n -
he did not come out cf his room and she rapped on his door. He 
answered that he w~.s all right and \'las about to che~k out. She 
stated that he must have done so before 2 p.m., October 18 ,. 
1967 ,.--because he was not charged for another· day. She stated 
that he arrived at the motel again-on the moTningof October ·18, · 
1967, and depaxted before 2 p.m. on October 19, 1967. She 
recalled that he was alone at the motel on both occasions. She 
said she did not r£call hls luggage but that he v;ore a white 
sport shirt with sho1.·t sleeves and brown trousers. · · 

. . . . 'l'he thi.rd so-qrce reported that he. int~rviewed Dr. OSCAR 
GOMEZ PALOFOX, Madero 975 1 on November 15, 1968. Dr. PALOF0-1{ 
stated that he recalled a. hous~ cal.I' which.~h~ made to the--. 

~- Pancho V!ila ftote·l but lie -could not recognize subject's photo- -
·graph. He said that·the man he treated had an abscessetl molar 
and that he had injected tetrafinicol, a penicillin-type drug, 
to kill the infection.· He recommended ·to the patient that_ · 

. he go to the Hospital Militar and ask them to recommend a 
dentist. He said that he made this call to the motel at 
about l or 2 p.m. on October 15 ~- 1967 ._ 

· On November 17, 1968, the third source advised that 
he had learned that the former doorman of the Pancho Villa 
Motel hr:.d repor-tedly re·::ui·ned to hj,s ho£i1e village oi Valparaiso, 
Zacatecas. On November 24• 1968, the 3ource advieed that he 
had· tried to locate GREGORIO DEL REAL ROriIBRO in Valparaiso, 

" ' . 
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- -_ Za.catecit:'l, _but had determined that DEL REAL has .not b~e.::n s~~n 
=-:.::0 t·here f.or several months. ~His "rela"i;iVes:·t·o1.d the~so-urce '~that - _ . , 

the_y_ b~l:t ~ied -he had. gone tp . the Uni ted.cSta-tes---t-o--seefr------------- · 
-- ---.emp.leylllBll:t-..hu::t .. tha ;t.,_..they- -~d4.4=not· 0knew--ht>w- · he~ sroul"tt·-1)'E!~""Ct>I:tt'a.1:rt~tt-_ "'-~ -

!rEXIt-AU GOVERH1m!rTT REC( :IDB 

On November 11, 1SS8, a--f-ourth · confidential source 
abroad -adv-isecl -that· ---an" 9t:f~i-~al ·pf-_·-t-he _ Inspe-ct·ion ---s-erv1c·e· or-~.,.,.-: ___ ~-~ -~-
Mexican Immigration in Mexico City had advised that -border -
crossing records are maintained·permanentlr·on file in Mexico 

- City. --He saj.-d--tnat these-recoi .. ds .h~.d been -exhaustively searched 
in April, 1058, \"lithout locating information to confirm the 
departure of ERIC STARVO GALT from Mexico~ He did find a 

. '. record that GALT ente_red ?i!?xico on October 7, --1S~7., .oa.t- Nuev.o-- -- --
---~Laredo, .. Tamaul-ipas, --and vias -issued· tourist card #7475'..:49. He - ' 

stated that a further review of records, during November,-
1968, still failed to locate information establishing that 
GALT or JO!-IN L. RAYHS departed :Mexico at Tijuana, Baja · 
Ce.lifornia, in lfovember, 1967. ----- - · · · 

I 

--0n November 18, 1968,.a fifth confidential source 
abroad advised that an official of the Mexican Federal Auto­
mobile Registration Bureau had stated on that date that the 

_ tempo1 .. ary pe_:rmit is_sued to GALT'-s car at Nuevo Laredo, 
Tamaulipas, in October, 1SS7, had been cancelled, indicating 
that the_car had left Mexico. This official said that he 
wa~_dj.i.-~c:ti.nK.a._co.mmunication ,to the- Chief of- Mexican -G-ust-enrs:::::=:-·• -

_ at Tijuana, Baja California, r~questj._11g certification as to 
the departure of.the car from Mexico·and the date. 

On December 18, 1968, the fifth source advised that - · 
the saro.e official_ stated on thtrt"·da--te that -he --had· still not -­
received confirmation_from the border concerning the departure 
from Mexico of the· 1966 Mustang which GALT was driving v1lien 
he entered Mexico- on _October 7 ,- l"S~T! ··· - -- - ----- -- --
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.. ·. ROYA.L CANADIAN MOlJNIED POLICE GENDARtviERl!f.: ROYALE DU CANADA 
RCMP 

GRC 6880 

RE, 
OBJET: 

OTHER FILE l!CHR£NCE5, 
REF. AUTRES DOSSIERS, 

DIVISION 

n C" IOATE 

2 JAN 69 
SUB-DIVISION - SOUS-DIVISION 

"·1ontreal 

MP FILE REHRENCES, 
. REF. DOSSIERS GRC, 

68C-190-19 
t-D-ET-AC-H-ME_N_T -_ D...,.ET-A-C►-fE~-AE-NT--------1 

pt.Jerora0 68-190-20 

I'.artin Luther Kil!G 
Nurder of: 
Assistance to F.B,I. 

C 237 
REV. 1-4-66 

1. Further to ou.r P. C.R. dated 20 Nl!JV 68 and. 'l'elex bes.r1nz 
nunb0r: CIB JJ05/2 r•~ca1 ved from Ottuwa, kindly "ltfo in"f'or·i::led of th0 fol­
lo-:.·:ins. 

··- - -

2. Furth•3r ciY1ulries r.;ad.e at the Gra;r Rocks Inn of L:?.ko Oui-
met, St,Jovite <ue r~ve;1l:.;d th.:-it there 1s 110 record of e.:n a.lledgod lon::; 
dlstm1cc telGphon,1 co.11 1:1!°..dc froL1 ttrn roo:a occl!pled by BI,Y nka GI.LT du­
rlns his being at thic hotel. l\lthough ti·rn publ.'ic telcph~ne booth~ ar0 
o.v~~ilable to clients f'!nd. ~-1h1ch correspond to nuEib,;rs: 425-9038 & 1~2.5-9076, 
·I wsr; infor!'lcd by o repre:3enk'"ti V-::, of the· Bell Telopho:n.J Cocipft!"JJ that no 
records are kept fro:.J. C~\lls u-3de fro:,l ~uch bootks. Therefore it 1G folt 
tl~1t th.e. lo!.g dists.ncc C:}.11 to a Nontre-2.l .Horc.d ,;,::;,tt.'.':l in 0tt9.v:a could h:::i.vc 
been rc1sd.tf fro:;, one or th3~c public pny phon-~s or that the ch~:.re;es would 
have:: bsen rcvc:r2ed. 

.. 
' 

t 
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111 Reply, Please Refer to 
Yue No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTME.~T OF JUSTICE 

FEDE-RA-L BUREAU OF- lN-VESTIGATIO.N 

.Springfield, Illinois. 
January 10, 1969 

ARL RAY 

_ , Henry Stuml!!J 703 No_rth Street, Al ton,. Illinois, 
was interviewed on January 8, 1969 by Special Agents.Donald 
E. Stukey, II and Robert C. Haines. 

. . 
Mr. Stumm stated that he worked at the Leather Tannery 

in Hartford, Illinois operated by the Brown Shoe Company of 
St. Louis, Missouri for close to thi~ty years. He stated that 
during that period of time he met a great .. mamy employees, however, 
he does not spec_ifically. recall ever having :niet James Earl Ray. 
He stated that he had been contacted by newspapers and magazine 
writers as well as novelists ,\'.hO are interested in developing 
inforpiation concerning James- Earl Ray, however,, he stated that 
he has not entertained them nor does he intend to entertain 
them in any way •. He stated that their contacts with him and 
allegations made by th~m concerning his association with James • 
Earl Ray have upset him to the point where he is close to a 
nervous breakdown. He stated that in -order to preclude ·any· --·-- --

-· fur.ther physical __ upset to him, he-ha-s-engage-ci-- an a-t-t:or=ney whom·--·----.--· 
be identified as Ralph Smith of Alton, Illinois, to represent 
him in a_ny matters. arising from this- case. 

_ - Mr. Stumm stated that two separate allegations have 
been made to his knowledge concerning his acquaintance or· 
alleged acquaintance with Ja~es Earl Ray. He said that some of 
the_news_media-con-tact;i.ng him have suggested that he, Stumm, 
during World War.·11, was sympathetic to Germany and constantly 
preached Nazi philosophy and further suggested that he gave 
James Earl Ray a copy of Adolph Hil ter 's book, .. Mein Kampf. - He 

. also stated that another suggestion to him was that he had 
met frequently in a cafe in Alton with James Earl Ray and had 
discussed Nazi philosophy "in a hushed manner". 

Mr. Stumm stated that both of these allegations were 
completely false; that he has nevel' owned a copy of Mein Kampf 
and that_ he nev~r frequented any cafe in Alton. · 

He went on to say that during t·he period of time he 
worked at the tannery in Hartford, Illinois, he went back and 
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JAMES EARL RAY 

forth to work with Ted Fensterman and Albert Kolk, both of 
whom lived in his neighborhood in Alton. He said that he 
bas never owned or driven a motor vehicle and doe$ not know 
_how to drive a motor vehic.le. He said, however, that both 
Fensterman and Kolk did drive and alternated driving their 
cars·to·work. He said they were kind enough to drive him 
with them and it was their• routine ·to come ~tra.ignt home after • 

- work. - ·- - ·--~,- --- ; .. -- ----·c-- - · ·· ---

. -
Mr. Stumm concluded by stating that he entered the 

-United States from Germany in _1928 and became a citizen in 
1936". He said-that he is proud to be an American citizen and 

·has al,vays maintained a pro-American attitude with regard to 
politics. He stated that his·work record and his neighbors 
would vouch for· 'him in this regard. · · _ · • 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the· FBI. It is· the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its corlents are not to be dis­
tributed outside your _agency •. 
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UNI'l'ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU 01" INVESTIGATION 

· In Reply, Please Ile/er to 

File No. 
·Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

January 21, 1969 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MART:rN .LUTHER KING? JR. - VICTI~ 

Philadelphia news media on Januar~ 1969 1 carried 
information that the.Reverend JAMES BEVEL outhern Christian 
Leadership Council of Philadelphia, Pa., sent a telegram to 
JAMES EARL RAY stating RAY did not kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING and BEVEL, who was present at KING's death, offered to 
testify in RAY's behalf. 

. On January 19, 1969, BEVEL appeared on WCAU-TV, 
Philadelphia, special news program during the half-time of 
the •.National Football League· All-Star Game, stating that he 
had evidence that.JAMES EARL RAY did not kill MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR, BEVEL refused to divulge his•evidentiary information 
but offered to defend RAY in court though he (BEVEL) was not a 
licensed attorney, but was learned.in the law and had had much 
experience in defending cases in the courts. BEVEL said he 
analized all the facts and concluded RAY was not guilty. 

BEVEL said he was speaking for his friends in SCLC 
including the Reverend RALPH ABERNATHY. 

The television interview said that an unnamed 
official of the SCLC in Atlanta, Ga., had told WCAU-TV that 
BEVEL has been under pressure and wasspeaking for himself, 
not SCLC. 

The following is a verbatim tape transcription of 
the KYW Television news, 11 p.m., January 19, 1969: 

Eleven o'clock report in color with BERT ROSELL 
and the eyewitness news team •. 

'ROSELL: Gqod evening. There is a bizarre twist of 
events·today in the case of JA.~ES EARL RAY. 
RAY is accused of killing Dr. MARTIN 

LUTHER KING• JR., and goes on trial in Memphis, Tenn., 
March 3. The Reverend JAMES BEVEL is Directo~-~c~z}t~o ~&£ 

SEA,,C. --~- . . . L :,t.:.D ... ~ .. .. 
;;;L;.itlALIZ' D.J,f4 .. Jv cD . .«6 ........ .. 

FEB 171969 . 
rial - Mtllllt't1l::. 
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JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. VICTIM 

Education and Direction Action for the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC). He was with KING when the 
civil rights leader was gunned "down. B.EVEL says that RAY 
is innocent and has offered to serve as RAY's attorney, free 
of charge. I talked to BEVEL this afternoon at his Phila­
delphia headquarters. 

ROSELL: Reverend, how do you know that he is not 
guilty.? 

BEVEL: Well, in terms of gathering evidence, being 
present, studying the whole problem of men 
being murdered, how it is done, from 

all the logical conclusion and evidence that I have gathered 
my conclusion, based on the knowledge, in terms we built it 
to experience, knowledge to the sense that the five senses 
and even the sixth sense, my conclusion is that JAMES EARL 
RAY did not kill Dr.·KING. . 

· ROSELL:. What evidence do you have to support your 
·. , conclusions that JAMES EARL RAY is innocent? 

BEVEL: ·well, I would not like to get into my 
evidence and my information in terms of 
that because if he asks me to take the case 1 

and I don't know whether he will or not, for me to give 
that information now would not be to his advantage. 

ROSELL: Why })ave you held back this long in offering 
your services and proclaiming the innocence 
of JAMES EARL RAY? 

BEVEL: Well, I don't know, probably bec·ause I 
have never (pause) I was involved in 
developing as r·am now, because I was in 

a movement here in Philadelphia and I just haven't thought 
in terms of offering this free kind of service to him. 
When I started thinking about this par~icular predicament, 
then I thought about......... · 

- 2 -
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JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER_~ING, JR. - VICTIM 

The following is an interview of Reverend JAMES 
BEVEL by JAY SILVA, over television station WCAU, Philadelphia. 
This is the local CBS affiliate. The announcer was RON 
MILLER. The person interviewing BEVEL was JAY SILVA. 

MILLER: Reverend JAMES BEVEL of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) says he will-keep 

~ ~~~~ the evidence h~ has which he says would prove 
that JAMES EARL RAY did not assassinate Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, if 
RAY does not accept BEVEL's offer of legal representation. 
Reverend BEVEL sent a telegram to RAY yesterday offering to 
represent him in court without a fee. The telegram added, 
"I was present on April 4th at the Lorraine Motel when Dr. 
KING died. You have been accused of murdering him; of course, 
I know you aren't guilty." Today, newsman JAY SILVA asked 
Reverend BEVEL about the proof he says he has concerning 
RAY' s innocence_. 

BEVEL: Number one, based on the evidence that I have in 
terms of the incident that took place and based 
on the opinion of all of my friends, I don't 

.have a friend-that I know that thinks that he did it. I thought 
(inaudible) that the man is not guilty and have come to my 
~onclusions, and based on my evidence. 

SILVA: What specifically is the evidence that leads you 
· to this conclusion? 

BEVEL: At this time, I don't want to tell about that 
because if r-was going to defend him, you see, then 
I would have fo present that information to the 

jury. So, I would not go into the details of my evidence at this 
time because I would· have to deal-with that with the jury. 

SILVA: You say that you have specific evidence that shows 
JAMES EARL RAY was not the man who murdered MARTIN 
LUTHER KING. 

BEVEL: Mhm. 

SILVA: Then, do you have any idea who did, that shows 
JAMES EARL RAY was not the man who murdered MARTIN 

---LUTHER KING? 

- 3 -
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JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MAR__TIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 

BEVEL: Mhm. 

SILVA: Well then, do you have any idea who did? 

BEVEL: Now, I am not a district attorney. It is the 
responsibility of the district attorney to find 
out who killed people. And it is the responsibility 

of the defense attorney to prove that a particular person is not 
guilty. So that, in the way the courts work, it is never the 
responsibility of the defense attorney to prove who did kill 
someone. It is his, job to defend the person who has been accused, 
that they are not guilty. 

SILVA: You said you would defend JAMES EARL RAY without 
any fee. Are you a lawyer? 

BEVEL: No, I am not a licensed lawyer. I have handled 
cases in court for the last few years. I have been 
in court quite a bit and I have handled most of my 

cases. The other thing is that I do know the law. 

SILVA: The one thing that intrigues is, why have you held 
back this infornation for so long? 

BEVEL: Well, number one, I hadn't thought about offering 
him my services. Now, the reason I, like I said, when 
you bind information together then you can come to 

conclusions. The first I said, he is not guilty. The next 
tning I said, he needs a good lawyer. He needs the best lawyer 
that the country can afford. And, of course, that means a 
lawyer who has knowledge enough in that situation and who knows 
the law. He needs a lawyer that can convince the jury that he 
is not guilty. And that's why I offered him my services, because 
I was interested in his having the best possible lawyer with the 
maximum amount of knowledge in law to defend him before the 
jury, because the jury and the country pretty much has 
resigned the motion that the man is guilty and they are just 
waiting to have a ljnching party with him, you know. It is 
very difficult at this point considering the emotional attach­
ment to Dr. KING that most people had, to have a fair trial. 

SILVA: Do you speak for yourself on this issue? 

- 4 - . 
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JA~ES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 

BEVEL: For my friends? Ah, yes, my friends, RUTH 
BASCOHBE, BEVERLY ~RIC, REVEREND .SHEPPARD, 
DU BRADY, REVEREND ABER.\IATHY, MRS. ABERNATHY, 
MRS. KING, ANDY YOUNG. 

SILVA: Do you say Reverend ABERNATHY agrees with you? 
You said your friends come to the same conclusion 
as-you have. 

BEVEL: I don't have any friends who ever told me that 
EARL RAY was guilty. 

SILVA: So, inasfar as you know, Reverend ABERN'ATHY 
agrees with you. 

BEVEL: Certainly, in terms of his position on him and I 
just talked to BE~~ARD LOVIER who is our Program 
Director and I pointed out that if RAY would give 

me the case, he would help me to do a lot of the research and 
defend him. 

MILLER: In Atlanta, Georgia, a spokesman for the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference said he, Reverend 

·BEVEL, has been under a lot of pressure recently. 
Since Dr. KING's death he has gone into a deep depression 
and if he sent the telegram, he is. speaking for himself. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusio~s of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 

.. 
- 5* -
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11& Reply, Please Refer to 
Fila No. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

January 2 3, 196 9 

JAMES EA.RL RAY; 
MARTIN LUTHER KING - VICTI~ 

Reverend James Beve as interviewed at his 
residence, 919 Nort t Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on 
January 21, 1969. The following are the results of this 
interview: 

from automatic 
downgra ·ng and 
declassi ·cation 
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FEDERAL BUREA OF INVESTIGATION 

-
I 1/23/69 

Date __________ _ 

Reverend lTAMES BEVEL was interviewed for ten minutes 
at his residence. He stated he was extremely busy as he had 
appointments through 11:00 p.m. theft day. While the inter­
view was in progress, a woman asked BEVEL if he could speak 
to a member of the press. BEVEL told her to tell the person 
on the telephone he was tied up until 11:00 p.m. 

BEVEL stated he had proof of the innocence of JAMES 
EARL RAY in connection with the murder of his good friend 
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING. BEVEL referred to KING as one. 

- of his closest and dearest friends. BEVEL stated that since 
the FBI was connected with the prosecution and he was involved 
with the defense, he felt he should not furnish this information. 

It was pointed out to BEVEL. that the FBI is an 
investigative agency and does not prosecute anyone. It was 
also pointed out to BEVEL that" the FBI is as interested in 
proving a person's innocence as proving a person's guilt. 
BEV~L was advised the FBI was interested in obtaining and 
proving all facts possible during any investigation. 

REVEL stated he sent a telegram to RAY on Saturday, 
January 18, 1969, and as of the date of the interview, he 
had received no answer to his telegram. BEVEL stated in 
connection with this he planned to call PERCY FOREMAN, Attorney 
for RAY on the nip;ht of January 21., 1969, and offer his services 
in connection with RAY's defense. 

BEVEL stated he would telephone the contacting agents 
on January 22, 1969, and advise if FOREMAN accepted his offer. 
~EVEL stated if FOREMAN does not accept his offer to aid the 
defense, he, BEVEL, plans to drop the entire matter as he feels 
he has no moral obligation towards RAY to produce his evidence 
of RAY's innoc~nce if his offer of help is refused. 

_ It was pointed out to BEVEL that if he had evidence 
of RAY's innocence, it should be prought to the attention of 
the court. BEVEL again stated he would do so only if he was 
allowed to be part of RAY's defense. 

BEVEL stated that at the time MARTIN LUTHF.R KING -~-------=~.!=-~::.:::..:::..:::..;:;:_;:.:..:.~~~,..::.:..:..::::..__.::._~.:.:.._..:....:.:..::.:.:::....::..:;:_::::..:::...:...:..::.::...:_:......:.:.::..:.:.=.. ___ _ 

- ~ONFI .,.. 

- , .1/21/69 

~;A RALPH C. HAMNER and 
;·~·/ __ l. _E_D_H..:;_A.:.:.R.:.;:D:__:!-4:....:.'.=..• --=-C-=O....::L:.:E::__ ____ _:E::..:M~C-=-: .:.:k:.;;..n....::b:__ ___ o ate di eta ted __ 1_/_2_2_/_6_9 _____ _ 
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was shot at the Loraine ~otel in Memphia, he was standing 
on the ground underneath the balcony where KING was shot. 
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,TAMf.S T:P.RL RAY 
MARTIU LUTJTI'.P KING - VICTIM 

On January 22, 1969, Special'Ag;ent Edward M. 
Cole telephonically attempted to contact Reverend Bevel 
at approximately 2: 30 p .m. The person answeri_ng stated 
Reverend Bevel would not return until 5:00 or 6:00 p.m. 

On January 21, 1969, -a· source who -has furnished 
reli-ab--1-e--information in ·the past advised he with others 
spoke with Bevel concerning Bevel's statement on the 
innocence of James Earl Ray. This _group, including the 
informant, are considered "militants" by Pevel. During 
the discussion with Revel it was pointed out to Bevel 
that the general,feeling of the militants is that Ray 
was ~uilty of shootin~ Reverend-King and that Bevel should 
furnish what evidence he has or keep auiet. 

~-

Bevel told this group he has no evidence but that 
he feels the "system" is killine a man worth nothing while 
this man actually killed a greater man. Bevel stated that 
if he is allowed to defend Fay he, Bevel, will bring out every­

~hing that the "system" did to cause the death of King. 
Bevel also stated he feels this is a method to rejuvenate 
Southern Christian Leadership Conferen~e (SrLC) in Philadelphia~ 
as SCLC has fallen off to almost nothing in Philadelphia. 
In connection with this, Bevel stated he is to receive a 
check by Western Union from SCLC, Atlanta, for $500. 

This document contains nejther recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its pont:nts are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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