
ME 44-1987 

of the case it would be better if THOMPSON were to turn this 
over to the Memphis FBI office which would be more conversant 
with the case. 

THOMPSON stated that he had originally told ROY 
B. HAMILTON that the FBI knew everything that he knew both 
directly and indirectly concerning the KING killing, but 
because of his being so emphatic in his statement he wants 
to resolve this with the FBI. 

He reiterated that the only talk he has thus far 
had with the FBI was the April 1968 interview wherein he 
furnished information to SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE and Inspector 
ZACHERY, meapioned above. 

He stated that he is now privileged to give the 
name of the so-called "blond Latin" .. He gave the name TONY 
BENEVITIA (phonetic) stating that he was not sure of the 
spelling because he did not have his file with him at home. 
He said this was the one who had originally contacted him 
in April 1968. He had since learned from discussions with 
FRANK HOLLOMAN, Director, Fire and Police, Inspector ZACHERY, 
and with Shelby County Attorney General PHIL CANALE, that 
the same blond Latin had given his story to some ministers, 
that it had been checked out in detail, and that there had 
been nothing substantial developed to indicate that this so­
called blond Latin had any knowledge concerning the killing 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

He stated further that PHIL CANALE has told him 
that the information originally furnished by JOHN MC FERRIN 
concerning the so-called produce dealer has been checked 
out and found to have no basis in fact. 

He stated that in talking to PHIL CANALE concerning 
the so-called Latin, he told CANALE that this Latin had claimed 
that he was going to Brownsville, Tennessee, to see the then 
head of the Ku Klux Klan in Tennessee (V. DOYL ELLINGTON). 
CANALE stated this had been checked out and no information had 
been developed to the Brownsville angle to tie in with the 
killing of KING. 

THOMPSON stated that the only other information which 
he possessed was the fact that he had checked out various 
inconsistencies on the part of scheduled state witnesses who 
would have testified had the trial transpired. 
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ME 44-1987 

THOMPSON stated that he would be in Marianna, 
Arkansas, in connection with a mobbery trial on Monday 
and Tuesday, March 24 and 25, and would be back in his 
office March 26 and would be happy to go over with any 
representative or representatives of the FBI all of the 
information which he possesses in order to be absolutely 
sure that all information has been turned over to the 
FBio 

THOMPSON volunteered with regard to newspaper 
speculation that JAMES BEVEL, Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference representative fran Philadelphia, might put on 
a mock trial concerning the JAMES EARL RAY case in Memphis; that 
He has received no information in connection with this, he 
volunteered that he is a member of the NAACP in Memphis, 
will attend the last general membership meeting of the month 
on March 30, 1969, and that if any information comes to his 
attention indicating that there will be any demonstrations 
or activity concerning the RAY case that he will immediately 
volunteer information to this office. 

With regard to the information concerning TONY 
BENEVITA, THOMPSON stated that he had furnished this information 
to ARTHUR HANES, to the Memphis Police Department, to PHIL 
CANALE of the Shelby County Attorney General's Office, to 
RENFRO HAYES, a private investigator who did some work 
on the RAY case, and stated that he understands but cannot 
prove that HAYES has since furnished this information to 
either"Time" magazine or to "Life" magazine in a recent trip 
to New York. 

He stated that also CHARLES EDMUNDSON, a veteran 
reported at Commercial Appeal newspaper has received this same 
information but thus far has not seen fit to publish it. 

This memorandum is being submitted for information 
in order to clarify writer's conversation with RUSSELL x. 
THOMPSONo 
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3/Z4/69 

AIRTLL AIRMAIL 

TO: DH.:fit'l'OR f'BI (44-38161) 

FROM: SAC OKLAHOMA CITY (44•686) {lWC) 

MURl<l:W 
00 ~lefflJ)h.i, / 

Tho 3/24/69 issue of "The Ueily folalu,man, 0 a 11ew1-
fHlJ1er publ is bed i11 Okla4021a City• OklaJ,~ ! .. contained an 
article refloc:ting that ROY w. CLAU• .,,arr:e 45 from Houston, 
l'exas. lla:S arrested by the maaS:oma' CltY Police Uepartunt on 
l/Zl/6fJ and. jailtul on a drunkenne,s complaint. AccoTding to 
the art.le.le tho pol ice are in.vesti ttatit1g a notebook £ouad on 
CLARK th.at inch.tded dates and inforJlttation coucernin1 the 
slaying. of Dr,. MARTIN LUTHER I.ING. Th@ article indicated 
the notations appea:r•d to be in diary fom a11.d included the 
followisg dattas and quote~: 

ff4•4-61-•Martln Luther ling shot in the face and neck" 
0 4-S•fHl••A visit from Ray,. u 

Oil 3/24/6t, l,t,. WILLIAM :Mfu\D, Robbiuy and Hoaocide 
llvis ion• Oklahoma City Pol ice f~partw.uit • advised SA .J. A. 
l'.i'RJ\~f~ that ~OY w. CLA~l'.• M'egt"ot ~a.l•• b~ng ~-----"was 
,u·r1tsted tu Otlahoma Clty o.n the afternoon of l/23/69 and 
chaT1ed. "'ith bfltng t.b·unk,. He is being held tal~o as a :u:aspect 
l:n. aa s1"1Mii\ rc,hbery vhldi occuTNHl in f1klahc,N. C.t ty shortly 
pTiO'r to hi I IU'N'lt • Lt. Ml~AD advised that IIIJ'NtSting offic01"t 
foWld a tniudl liu:,.se•leaf notebook in CLA'Pl's autoaoblle W'tlicb 
contained about three rta,.-es of' handwritten dAtes and not,ations 
in the ffUiOTtll foTm of a di a:ry. He made 1vai lab le the notebook 
an.J it wui noted the flra:t two 1tews listed we-re as follows: 

l • !hJT<t&U 
:.:.j.:.::> ... iemphis ( 44• 1981) 

1 - Houston (Info) 
l • Oklaiu>ml City 
.1At'!u:.w 
(7) 
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"4•4-68 Martin L. Kini Sbot face neck" 
"4-5•61 lrd Sth quiet?? Visit by Vaa ~Rye" 

tt. lnlAJ) advls~d that officers of the Oklab<!ltUl Ci tv 
PD interviewed CLARK re1,sTding the notebook find he stated he 
ker,t this book to jct down items wldeh he thou1ht were cf 
interest and which he wanted to r«n1H'Jfflber at the time. Ue 
st'lted he -wTote down the dat4t of KINC1 s fflUrdeT !dace he wanted 
to r~l!;}intber the date of this event. When questioned about the 
entry on 4/S/68 1 he advised that this referred to a contact 
by nu .A.gent VAli ~AYE on 4/5/6$- 1 who at that time was contaetiap, 
h iJ;l p.eriodi cal ly reJard:hig rac:i. al and c:rimi:n~l matter, in 
Houston. fie stated he had <lTigin.ally been c:ont:lcted by Agent 
VAN RAYE in ,re1tard to .a l"elativ• who was a deserter fro.m the 
Marine Co111s and ther-.u,fter VAN' RAYl? contacted hi• perlodically 
for a nerfod of !lever-al t\\Onths. He stated he has not been 
c«:>nteeted by VAi1' TU.YE for the latt several fflonths. 

Lt. ,mAn thivi.:sed that the notebook maint.ained by 
CL~~JlK contained no oatries otheT than the 11hove ••it!oned 
entries wbic:h ,~ould indicate CLAttf. h~d MY inte,-0st or 
c:0J11u,ct i.on with the KINC "'ttTder case,. 

On 3/24/69• SAC WF..Sl.EY T. WliALEY, Houston Division. 
telet>honica.lly advised tlu1t the files of thllt effice Te fleet 
ROY w .. CLt\J'tK, Negro aale. born.b J was a PCI ,of the Houstoa 
Office ditring the oeriod of KIN ,•9 mur or and was an.pod 
to Special Agent OTTO VAN__,~Y. He advised that, 11 review of 
Ct.A~K's fl le reflects CLARl we~ in fact contectfhd bv SA VJN !'.Y 
on 4/S/il,, rel ati v-e to Taci~l ,u1t ters. · _______, 

tn view of above ci rca11stanees. no fuT'ther investigation 
bein~ c~ndueted. 
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lo Reply, Pleo,s Refer to 

Fu.No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAI. BUREAU OF' INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tenn:)s.s;ee 
March 26, h)69 

ASSASSINATION F DRo MARTIN LUTHER KING 
APRIL 4, 196, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

At ely 10:15 a.m., March 26, 1969, 
.__RUSSELL X 2 TH0~7P..SON ~ an Attorney, Me mph is 1 Tennessee, 
telephonically contacted the Memphis Office of the FBI. 
Mr. THOMPSON advised that he had been in New York City, 
where he presented certain mater•ial in his possession to 
the NAACP Legal Defense, Mr. THOMPSON advised that while 
in New York City he had made contact with the New York Office 
of the FBI. He said that :titer discussing this matter with 
a representative of the FBI in New York, it was agreed that 
it would probably be more advantageous for him to discuss 

,, his findings in this case with a representative of the 
•· .'., /Memphis Office of the FBI. 

Mr. THOMPSON subsequently apologized for a story 
which had appeared in a "~t"Hl.f;;i t3 newspaper, which quoted 
him as saying that he had turnect his entire confidential 
file O:i the JAMES EARL RAY case over to the FBI o Mr. THOMP~ON 
said the newspaper reporter had misquoted him and what he had 
told the newspaper reporter was that he had had earlier 
contact with the FBIG Mr. THOMPSON's reference to talks with 
the FBI referred to an interview had with him shortly after 
the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING in April, 1968. 
Mra THOMPSON said that frankly he doubted, and did not conten, 
there was any conspiracy in the JAMES EARL RAY case. He 
specifically advised tnat among the suspicions he had was 
the person who called on him shortly after the assassina 
This was a person whom he gave the name TONY BENEVETT Mr. 
THOMPSON said this was a phonetic spelling and the person 
whom he interviewed by that name hrl told him this was an 
alias and not a true name. BENEVETTA is the person whom 
THOMPSON said furnished him information to the effect that 
the person who did assassinate Dr. KING had left the scene of 
the shooting on a motorcycle and not in a white M~tan~ ~ , ~,f 

Th · 1· t ld u THO .. PSON f,,t'J/ha-/-tcJ.tl'J'.e- - ',L/yJ /Jl~ is same person a so o mr. m he 
rifle and the package o.f material which the Memphis Police 
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had recovered at the scene of the crime were not items of 
interest in the actual assassination but had been used as 
a decoy. BENEVETTA also told THOMPSON that the rifle 
which had been used to kill Dr. KING was a Savage rifle 
and it had already been melted down. THOMPSON described 
this person, BENEVETTA, as being a blond Latin. THOMPSON 
stated that at the time he originally discussed this infor­
mation with BENEVETTA he was of the impression that there 
might have been some mental instability on the part of 
BENEVETTA. 

THOMPSON also advised that during the initial 
stages of the JAMES EARL RAY case he did assist Attorney 
ARTHUR HANES, SR. of Birmingham, Alabama, and he did tell 
HANES about this blond Latin who had called on him. THOVMPSON 
speculated that HANES had told RAY abou: this blond Latin 
and possibly on that basis RAY had come up with the RAO 
character. THOMPSON further said, of coursej there-~w~a~s~a:---­
possibility that HANES himself might have manufactured the 
character "RAOUL, 0 based on the data he had furnished about a 
blond Loatin. 

Mr. THOMPSON said that to this date he has not seen 
or heard any more information from BENEVETTA. He said his 
information regarding BENEVETTA had been furnished to 
Attorney General PHIL CANALE, Who in turn told him that the 
BENEVETTA person probably was identical with a person in 
town who had called on one or two preachers and had furnished 
a similar type story. THOMPSON said that Attorney General 
CANALE informed him that this matter had been definitely 
cnecked out and there was no involvement of any kind on the 
part of BENEVETTA. 

THOMPSON also advised that another matter which 
raised some suspicion in his m d was the fact that in the 
event the State had put any o its witnesses on the stand 
there would have been some estion as to their creditability. 
Specifically, he pointed o t that it was a well known fact 
that CHARLES Q. STEPHEN who would have been a State witness, 
was k own to drin ra er heavily. THOMPSON said in view of 
this he felt that the def0n~e could have attacked the 
creditability of STEPllliNS. He further said the original 
newspaper stories reporting comments from BESSIE BREWER t e 
landlady at the rooming house, indicated she cou identify 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-3-

JAMES EARL RAY, and yet the State was going to use her 
witnesso He felt that on this basis her creditability 
be attacked. He further stated he knew that ARTHUR HA , 
while acting as Attorney for JAMES EARL RAY, had hir a local 
investigator, RENFRO HAYSo HAYS, according to THO SON, had 
located a white male by the name HAROLD CABTEB, o claimed 
to have been sitting on a box at ihe rear oft e rooming house 
and to have seen someone fire from the wall facing the Lorraine 
Motel and CARTER reportedly saw this man jump down and run away 
from the scene. THOMPSON said that he knew that HUGH STANTON, 
a local attorney from the Public Defender's Office appointed in 
the JAMES EARL RAY case, had a representative of his office 
talk to HAROLD CARTER and their conclusion was that HAROLD 
CARTER was completely unreliable. 

THOMPSON also said there wasp of course, the possibility 
that RENFRO RAYS, the investigato;r for ARTHUR HANES, SR., had 
HAROLD CARTER tell the story th the did. THOMPSON said he, 
of course, did not know whethe this was so or not, but it was 
p'bxre0 conjecture on his part. 

In addition, Mr. T MPSON said another suspicious circum­
stance as far as he was ncerned was that he had learned a man 
by the name JIM SANDERS· as in Jim 9 s Grill (located in area of 
the rooming'house), had ordered sausage and eggs at approxi­
mately the time of the shooting of Dr. KING, and it was reported 
that SANDERS did not leave the counter as so many others in 
Jim's Grill did, but instead ordered a beer and continued to 
eat. THOMPSON thought this was most suspicious. SANDERS is, 
according to THOMPSON, a stranger in Jim's Grill, and he thought 
it unusual that a stranger would be in the Grill at about the 
time of the shooting. 

THOMPSON also said that another matter that bothered him 
or made him feel suspicious was the fact that JAMES EARL RAY had 
registered at the Rebel Motel and left there and then re-registered 
at the rooming house on the same day? April 4. He said it j~t 
did not seem to make sense that a man would leave a motel and 
come to a rooming house such as that on South Main. 

Mr. THOMPSON concluded by stating he had much in the 
way of material which dealt with various suppositions, theories, 
and suspicions of his, but he frankly did not have any material 
that could be considered evidentiary in any way whatever. He 
offered to make his voluminous nmterial available, but repeated that 
all his material was nothing but pure speculation. 
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This docwnent contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it ~nd its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 
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AIRTEL 

TO: 

FROM: 

AM 

DIUCTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, IIBJIPHIS (44-1987) P 

3-26-69 

/ 
IWRICIN / 

// 
Sulaitted herewith is L~overing information 

furnished bY...,,RUSDLL X. THOMPSON local Memphis attorney, 
concerning material Which he bascolected in connection 
with the JAIIBS BARI. RAY case. It is to be noted that the 
material he presents is pure supposition on his part and 
he himself baa indicated he has no evidence whatsoever. He 
did offer to make his voluminous files available; however, 
since he bas stated that these files are filled with only 
suppositions on his pa.rt, the Memphis Division reco1D1Denda 
that no further contact be had with RUSSELL THOMPSON. He 
was told that in the event he received any information which 
he felt might be evidentiary in nature this office would be 
interested in having an opportunity to review this material. 
Be indicated that should he receive any information of this 
type he would notify the Memphis Office. 

A, BUUAU (Bnc. 4) 
CJ IIBIIPHIS 

RGJ:BN 
(4) 
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SACs, New ieanLd157-10673) 
s (44l9: 

From: Director, FBI (44-38861) 

fteNOnirtel to the Bureau dated 3-18-69. 

Memphis should immediately contact Mr Pb: 
Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, Shelby 9unty Memphis, 
Tennessee, to determine/if Mr. Jcent Courtney( publisher of the 
Conservative Journa1,,4ontacted him concerning -interview with 
Jerry Ray, Drotiler of James Earl Ray, and if so, action taken 
by Mr. Canale, Furnish results to Bureau and New Orleans. 

According to recent news releases, Jerry Ray is 
presently in Memphis, Tennessee. Memphis should, therefore, 
locate and interview Jerry Ray for any information be may 
have relative to a conspiracy. It is noted that in 
referenced communication Mr. Kent Courtney stated that when 
Jerry Ray contacted him by .telephone, Jerry Ray indicated that 
a conspiracy existed. 

In view of the background data concerning Mr. Kent 
Courtney, publisher of the Conservative Journal, New Orleans 
should not have any contact witn courthey. it any further 
information received from Courtney, immediately advise the 
Bureau. New Orleans should refer to its files concerning 
this background data. 

CED.JND) 11, 
SERIAU7rfljL4? Frr) 

MAR 2 7 J9Gg 
- EPHS 
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ch 26. 1969 

Airtel 

TO: SAC, Philadelphia (44-1368) 

FROM: Director, FBI 

MUR KIN 

ReBuairtel dated 3/20/69 and Memphis airtel to Bureau dated 3/21/69. 

Philadelphia should immediately Interview Reverend James Bevel 
an official of the Southern Christian Leadership Conferencöfl — 

Information In his possession regarding his statement In the "New 
York Times" on 3/18/69 that a letter was turned over to the Memphis 
Police on approximately April 3, 1968, which contained information that 
Martin Luther King was to be assassinated while in Memphis. 

This matter n4 be thoroughly resolved and Philadelphia should 
set forth appropriaté leads based upon interview with Bevel. 

Keep the Bureau fully advised of all developments 

mphis (44-1987) (Info) 

777 

/9/74p 22 - 
INDEXED " 

...A-
MAR27 i%9 
FBI - MEMPHIS 
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TRUE COPY 

3-19-69 

Dear Director; 

Last spring I was staying at a boarding house in Columbia. 
Mrs. Rawls on Church St. 

one Sunday about one week before Dr. King was killed. I was 
sitting on the front porch talking to a retired Dentist. It was after dinner 
on a Sunday. 

He told me that They are going to kill Dr. King this next week. 
A few days later he was killed! 

If you think this meant any thing the doctors' name was Bush! 
It sounded like he was in on the knowing about it ot me. I thought I would' 
pass this information on along to the Burea:i.t; No one knows about this 

/ 

but me I hope. There were one or two o ers on the porch at the time 
we were but I don't know if they heard im tell me this or not. (Weather 
they were listening to our conversa ·ol). or not.) I would like to remain 
unknown to them (The Dr. Bush · 6u decide it is worth any thing. 

Your Friend, / 

/s/ Harry Pope V 

• 

rn 
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3/24/69 

rtel 

TO: SAC, Jackson 

FROM: Director t FBI 

MURKIN 

Enclosed for Jackson are two true copies and for Memphi 
one true copy of a letter received at the Bureau from  Barry Pope 
Route 4, Box 762, Columbia, Mississippi. 

Jackson immediately locate and interview Pope regarding 
his conversation with a dentist relative to the assassination of 
Martin Luther King, Jr Conduct appropriate investigation to 
thoroughly resolve this matter. 

Jackson review its files for background data concerning 
Pope. 

Enclosures (2) 

Memphis (Eric 

 JfUE4. 

Mik2 7 J9b. 
iuviPHIS 

- 
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AD&TBL 

TO: 

nor. 
DDICtCI&, RI (44-3.8861) 

UC, lilDJIIS (44-1987) P 

su&JBcr c anm 

3/27/69 

----

aeaureau atrtel S/26/69 .. a xeroz copy of Which 1• 
enclosed for St. Louis. 

I.IDY UY visited the subject. 3/IJ/69 at tbe Tennessee 
State Jeni tent1ar,, .lashYille, Tenn. , and :l.ncU.oa ted to prlaoa 
officials that his l"esidence is Dff in St. Louts, llo. 1'0 
atreet address was gtven. 

the Bureau's lnf••tf.on, Tenn81Nllfl'9 lt&te &tt•• 
ney Gener IL 11. CAKUB hai not. bee. n oo. cted by 1lr. an 
comrtBY pu isher of the Ccmservatin wrnal. 

la.AD . 

AT ft. LOUIi, •• 

Tbrough subJeet • s sister, c:Aa& _,..,, attempt to 
locate and interYiew 1181' MY. 

(Bnc 1) 

Sli:ARCt ::r:: 
.t/~-/9~f>'-)t!t4--$-ff'~ 

.U< ·--­
·---~- -- · 
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'IIMPMIS 
/'.· . 

. . 

•· ll'2JPI · 3·27-69 fflltSENT JLK 
' . I -~ . c" "• 

' '. \ ·. / ' ' ~ - ' . • .· ; _, ,·'/•'·,:J:.(':-
n, .. 1'l.RECTOR, -AfLANTA, •PJ'!M,PHlS, AND \fASH-IN~TGN FIELD OFFZ_~,'.1),j 

' . ,· . ;,!'., ,, \ 

FROM PHILADELPHIA 44•1368 

lmKI N 

.ftTEL THREE TWEJTYSIX SIX1'YNINE. . . . 

Rrt IMSTFUJCTU P·lt11.A TO-It!MC!UATELY INTERVIEW 1'1 
'7, ' . . . ·/ , ' . . . ' •••.. \ . . ' 1_ ,. • . ,( . . ' ... ; ·,: 'i ,~', 

SEV!L ,. Cte .9fFIClAL COMCl!UUNG lflS StATDIE~T' IN wit" t··•i 

.L:tn'!R WAS· TtJR,tiiU·OVER · TO llEIPBlS ·ptfl) AP?ft·I~·!l:i..Y:Fea · 

Et·lffT CONTAINUta ·1,ktCMUJAfH)N THAT MAlfTlW L'.UtkE~•tI~~•·Wlt.·.·tt, 
; . 

. ASSASS! NATEI- IHI LE :ZN l.lllfl.tfIS. 
'~-

1!1 !IPHI S Pl> KJOlrlS: NOTIU NS -O,F J..ET,1'11 • 

'BEVffiLY S.l'DNEft, 'eUtL nIENfl> OF BEVEL TltLlf'-H1HIJ'.CA't.tf . . 
. . . . . . ., ' - . \'< ·' ,:.'.'[ < . " 

BATE BEVIL ;WA'S, eut .• ,. TtWN AT A MEE1'1ING FIR AP:P.IRIHAti&t.t:ii, ••. , . 
· · ; · · · · -' ~ ~- 1r- i;· '., y , 

/ ' •, ~• .. I • •. .•~. '.,;;,, 
0',i..'·,.':~> 

SH,E STATD SR-I. wem..1 ,ATT.tlV"T TO CALL ,1,m. l;ND ,,., VI lftt 'i4~ 
. . . . . " . ' ' . . _·.. ·,• . . -... '. . . . . . ·. ' ... ,' ,':\~;.}(: " 

SHE .WA-S TEJLD FIU WOUUt,TAtk 1'D 1 RIM W,EJn:v~ IE WAS J.;OOAtlJ~_{f-'.-: 

' A-TLANTA, MtMPRIS, iAND VFI CONTACT SOflRCES TO 'IETDJU R'E-l 
Id .. . ' 

U,)CA'.fIOk ANB r, mmt: 19 litff SCLC C~NFDENCEt. 

!NJ 
U ••• EIC 
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DXRECXOIt, FI3X (44-33861) 

SAC, EMNGFURLD (44-5G1) 

SUBWr: MURXIH 

Be Spr1ngfei(i nirtei to9f 
4 eau 12/(3/63. 

On 25/69, DAVE BAIRD4cnorter for the neapaper 
'Commercia1Aev,s", flanvlfrc, (Inois, advised that on 
/24J69, h6 as tolephoncc'1ly contacted by RORjIJ.. 

8T}LADER,  t22o East Fairchild Street, Aprtmcnt 7, Dañvflie, 
Illinois, -and SThADER related that he had vital Infornatlon 
eoneerning the assassination of Doctor MARTIN LUTIIER KING. 
STRADER told PIRD that prior to KING's death he as in 
Baton Rouge, L siana, where he was approached by unknown 
idiva1s and these dIidua J.s atempted to hue STRAD1t 

to murder Doctor TRJkDt said he refused the oUr 
and related that since that date he had been fol.&oed and 
cveral Attempts have been made on his ) ie. STRADER told 

BAIRD that if the "Coinercia1 News nyspaper v.as interested 
in his story that arrangc2ents coulYbc made tbrough 
STRADER's attorney, DONALD FOLLY  Xn aaols, Indiana, 
f,r Payment for this sfoTSTRADEl requested IJAIRD to 
moot hira is the itoar future, however, BAIRD said be felt 
that "MADE14 vms a "nut" and be doubted if any action 
ou1d be tkeri by this uewsppper. 

As twted in referenced communication, as well 
as other cornmunications to the Bureau, OlRADL.M. L&as 
aJlegtd hv bo iaiortion conecming the ssasinat.,oa 
ol CING. In view o pact inforation coacernfng STRADER, 
uz act on is roo ended rcarthn cnnct th STRAE11 
or hs uj'e, GALL STF,_4DZR. 

3 ureu (44-3&w:L) 
rpiis (44-.l7) (tno) 

I Indianapolis (44-b(33) (info) 
Chicago (44-1114) (Info) 
SprinØ!ieid (44..61) 

JA C/aj 
(7) 

Ai 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 3 ... 28 ... ~9 

Transmit the following in -------=-----:-----;--:------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

TELETYPE URGENT 
Via ________ ---------,----..,.........,.---------; 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------- --------L------- -

URGENT 3-28-69 BN 

TO DIRECTOR ( 44-38861) ,, WFOi, ATLANTA, AND MOBILE 

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987) 1 P 

MURKIN,. 

RE IA TEL TO BUREAU MARCH TWBNTYSEVEN LASTo 

INFORMATION, BUREAU HAS INSTRUCTED THAT 

REV. JAMES BEVEL,i CLC OFFICIAL, BE LO~_TED AND INTERVIEWED CON­

CERNING HIS STATEMENT IN NEW YORK TIMES THAT LETTER WAS TURNED 

OVER TO MEMPHIS PD APPROXIMATELY APRIL THREE, SIXTYEIGHT, 

CONTAINING INFORMATION THAT MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS TO BE KILLED 

WHILE IN MEMPHISo MEMPHIS PD HAS NO KNOWLEDGE THIS LETTERo 

BEVEL IS NOT NOW IN MEMPHIIS BUT INFO AVAILABLE TO 

MEMPHIS INDICATES ABERNATHY OF SCLC IS TO BE IN ATLANTA MARCH 

TWENTYNINE NEXT AND ALSO THAT NUMEROUS SCLC OFFICIALS ARE TO 

MEZT AT MONTGOMERY, ALA o ON APRIL FOUR NEXT. 

ATLANTA AND MOBILE ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW 

BEVELo Po 

END 

JCHJJ3N ---­
(2 ,~ 

CC - 1 - PHILADELPHIA (AM) 

Approved: --+~,.._{i=-(,_C'f.....,~lt! __ . ___ _ 
Sp::Cial A;ft;n Charge 
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· · IJIPM tJRQENT 3/28/69 CAB 
. 'ft._ DIRECTOR ATALJTA M'EMPJtIS PKILADEtPHIA · 

Jl'JtfJM WASKI NGTON FI EL~ 44-703 1? 

NtlRKIN 

RI PkIJ..ADELmfIA TlL MARCM TWIN,. ~$EVEN, LAST. 

LEQNAIU> E. DOYLE, R (PROB) (P_ROTECT> AllVISEI> .MARC:Jt' 

TW!NTY•EIBHT INSTANT THAT BEVE NOT IN voe. ACCORDING :r~ 
. ' ! ) - ' 

. . 

SOURCE BERL IQ..I!VED, T~ 8!': IN ATLANTA,ATTENDIN8 AN SCLC 
. < . . 

STAFF MEJfING. 

[ND 

DND 

FBI MEMPHIS 
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nn con 

DMr Sir: 

I would like to infors JOU that I dctove a 1965 
IIOdel Rustana; from 11eapb.is* Teen. to Atlanta, Ga. on 
April .Cth, lN&. It this date reminds you ot anytbiq 
that happen 1a Memphis, laat April 4th at 9:4& p.m. 
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A IRTEL 

3 .-28-.6 

To: SAC, Savannah (44-1768) 

From: 

MURKIN 

Director, FBI (44-38861) 

d for Savannah are two true copies and one 
phis of a letter received at the Bureau from 

is incarcerated by the Georgia Board of 
idaville, Georgia. 

Savannah should immediately interview Erwin for all 
information he possesses concerning the contents of his letter 
and set forth necessary leads to thoroughly resolve issues. 
It is to be noted that James Earl Ray owned a 1966 Mustang 
which was abandoned in Atlanta, Georgia, on April 5, 1968. It 
is also to be noted that Martin Luther King, Jr., was shot at 
6:01 p.m. (1mpbis time) on April 4, 1968, at Memphis, Tennessee. 

But lies indicate that one Roy Erwin admitted stealing 
a 1963 Ford Pairlane in Dalton, Georgia, on 8-16-65, and 
abandoned some in Columbia, South Carolina. In this matter the 
Assistant United States Attorne, in Columbia declined prosecu-
tion as subject juvenile and d been charged by local 
authorities for theft of same' vehicle. 

But lies further/indicate that under FBI 
402 591 F one Roy _Irwin, bite male, born 6-5-48 
printed by the state Board of Corrections at Atlanta, Georgia, 
(number A-71338-57075) on 6-20-68, in connection with char 
of forgery and received a sentence of two years and seven months. 

Enclosures (2) 

Memphis (44-1987) (for oJ mc. 1) 

-1 i1) 
 'EXED 2't, 

SER1AUZEU2LJLED..2.€_ 
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Under this some FBI number one Richard Erwio was fingerprinted 
by Georgia Industrial Institution (number A-61871/7316) at 
Alto, Georgia, on lO..865, in connection with charges of larceny 
of an automobile and received a sentence of two years. It is 
not known if this entire sentence or portion thereof was 
served, 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

FBI I 
I 

Date:,.,/-..://-~ 'f I 
I 

Transmit the following in -------'--_P_L_A-:-::::IN:--TE....,.X_T--c--,-___ :-,-______ ---il 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

TELETYPE URGENT I 
I 

Via--------'--
(Priority) I 

- ----------------------------------------------L-------

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM MEMPHIS 

MURKIN 

JIM BEASLE ASSISTANT ATTORNEY 

TENNESSEE, ONE OF THE ATTORNEYS WHO HANDLED 

RAY CASE, ENTERED JUDGE W. PRESTON BATTLE'S 

APPROXIMATELY FIVE THIRTYFIVE P. M. THIS DATE AND FOUND JUDGE 

BATTLE SLUMPED OVER HIS DESK. BEASLEY IMMEDIATELY CALLED AN 

aMBULANCE WHICH TOOK JUDGE BATTLE TO METHODIST HOSPITAL WHERE 

HE WAS PRONOUNCED DEAD ON ARRIVAL. 

ACCORDING TO THE MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT THERE rs NO 

INDICATION OF FOUL PLAY. INDICATIONS ARE THAT JUDGE BATTLE 

DIED FROM NATURAL CAUSES. 

BUREAU WILL BE !DVI SED OF ANY ADDITIONAL PERTINENT DETAILS. 

END 

RGJ/RJT 
(2) 

~At ~~i - ') Approved: ) ~~ Sent 
Special Agent in Charge , 
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In Reply, Please Ref er to 
File No. 

( 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Jackson, Mississippi 
March 26, 1969 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTil1 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

The following letter was received at FBI 
Headquarters dated March 19, 1969: 

"3/19/69 

''Dear Director; 

"Last spring I was staying at a boarding 
house in Columbia. Mrs. Rawls on Church St. 

"one Sunday about one week before Dr. King 
was killed. I was sitting on the front porch talk­
ing to a retired Dentist. It was after dinner on 
a Sunday. 

"He told me that They were going to kill 
Dr. King this next week. A few days later he 
was killed! 

"If you think this meant any thing the doctor's 
name was Bush! It sounded like he was in on the 
knowing about it~ me. I thought I would pass 
this information on along to the Bureau. No 
one knows about this but me I hope. There were 
one or two others on the porch at the time 
we were but I don't know if they heard him tell 
me this or not. (Heather they were listening to 
our conversation or not.) I would like to remain 
unknown to them (The Dr. Bush) if y!)u decide it 1 

is worth any thing. #-/9/7-~--/?1--{//~ 
Your Friend, · I 

"/S/Harry-·Pope / ·- ~-
. ~ ~ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64., 

( 

FBI 

Date: 3/26/69 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
l 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ------------------------111 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ A_IR_T_.E_L ___ _ 
I 
I 

(Priority) I ________________________________________________ L _______ -

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157--9586) (P) 

MURKIN / 

Re Bureau airt~ackson, 
Bureau letter to HARRY POPE, Route 4 1 Box 
9/9/68 with copy to 3ackson. 

3/24/69 and 
762 1 Columbia, Miss., 

Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven copies 
of an I .. HM dated and captioned as above. Orie copy of 
above LHM being designated for Memphis. 

Referenced Bureau letter of 9/9/68 addressed to 
HARRY POPE, Route 4, Box 762, Columbia, Miss., forwarded 
to Jackson copy of a letter which Mr. POPE had written 
to the Director, wherein he alleged that certain people 
at Columbia, Miss., were conspiring with the Mafia in an 
effort to kill him. 

On 9/12/68 the contents of Mr. POPE's letter 
were furnished to TOM RAINEY, Chief of. Police, Columbia, 
Miss., who advised that POPE was well known to the Columbia, 
Miss., PD and the Marion County,Miss., SO. Chief RAINEY 
advised that POPE is mentally ill and makes complaints 
to both the SO and PD. POPE was interviewed qn 3/26/69 
concernii.'.lg his letter to the Director on 3/19/69 wherein he 
alleged that one Dr. BUSH might have information concerning 
the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

~- Bureau (Encs. 11) (RM) 
(Lt'- M~rnphi.s (Enc. 1). (RM) (Info.) 
2 - Jackson , ~ 
JLM/bkh 
(6) rn· 

Approved.: Sent ___ _ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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JN 157-9586 

Jackson indices negative re DR. RUSSELL BUS✓ 
_.cs; ... 

Investigation set out in enclosed LHM was 
handled by SA J. L. MARTIN. 

2 
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RE PHIL.AD?L?HIA 

' . 

SUP?CS 

-~ 
':!I LL ~.:;~. I \·T:::~vr 'ZD. 

. . 

Pl 
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Al&ftL A• 

TO: DIUCTOB, JBI ("4-a&ael) 

FJIOII: SAC, IIIUBIS (44-1987) P 

JIUUJ• 

4/1/89 

on .f/1/69, Bxecutive AaeilAllt Dlatr1ct AttoratJ JlOBi!lrl.' It. 
D1fYJUl, .._phia, Tew•ee, adYised tllat tbe deatb ot J'adge •• 
PJIBIT(llf ll&TTLS .a,~ 111.tl- OIi BAY'• effort• to obtaill 
a new trial. Mr. DffD lained tit.at BAY laa written two letters 
to Jlldge MffLB ta WII Ile bas indicated tlaat bis new attorney 
is one ftlCJl&BD BDll a lleaphis attorney, aad be baa recaueated of 
Jade• MffLB a "beariaa" on Ilia recent aenteaciag. Afr. DWDB 
explained that Wbea a Jw:lce dies aucklenl:, all aotioaa then pell.diag 
before bill are p-aated automatically. lie Uid tllat UY'• retfueat 
for a "llead.11&" •Y 'Vfl'IJ well be coatru.ecl aa co•titutiaa a aotioa 
filed bJ BAY, aad ta tills case BAY Will be paated a lleariag. llr. 
DftBJl said it is too early to tell wbetller tlaia Will be 
cou14erecl aa a req ... t for a __,.1DB for a aew trial, or 
poaaibl7 a babeaa corpu It.earing. Be •id be ezpecta tllat 
UY'• new attorne,- will file a aotloa for a new trial, this beiaa 
eatirely proper uader Te-- law. 

llelllpbia lndicea coataia aotbiag identifiable with 
RICBARD B.YAll. RYAll is a little kaowa lawyer With DO particular 
reputation as either a criai•l or ctY:1.1 la'W7er. Be ta aot 
OGIIIIIOlllJ kDoWa aa a racist and 118111bera of tbe legal profesaion 
are at a loas to explain ftJ' UY has retained bill. 

Tbe Bureau will be kept achriaed ot aay aotiou tiled 
by ltYAB on UY's bellalf. 
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AIBTBL 

TO DIBBCTOB, J'IH (44-388Gl) 

JB.OII: SAC, IIBDIII8 (44-1987) P 

IRDUCl.11 

4/1/89 

Ill". DOK OIBJIS, a local attoraey wbo bu aetlas u an 
&d•laer to tlle late .,.._. w. PU8T01I BlftLB, d oa 4/1/89 
tllat la YieW ot J'udpt IIATTLB'• IMlddea cleatla t la uallkelJ" tltat 
Seaior J'ia,rerprlat -:I.Mr GBOBGB IIOIIBBBA 111 be nqaiNNI to 
appear ta oolll"t at ....,..1• oa , u previoul1 80lleduled. 
lfr. OlhDf8 atated UWI ls not aa official aotiftatioa, at be 
feel• certain U&at tlae •tter reprdias IIODB1IAD will be ooaaiclered 
oloaecl. 

~ IIVUAU (AM) 
(_;) BIIPBIS 

J'CB:BJI 

~ 
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TO 

OPTIONAL fORM NO. l 0 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. HO. 27 

5010-106 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
: SAC ( 157-1067) DATE: 3/26/69 

FROM :SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 

SU~ECT:BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), aka 
Invaders 
RM 

On 3/19/69 Detective JERRY C. DAVIS, Intelligence 
Unit, Memphis Police Department, furnished to writer copy of 
PD memo dated 3/17/69 captioned HBlack Organizing Project," 
a report from PD undercover agent 501, code name DONALD DUCK, 
reliable, for activities on 3/14,15,16/69, including infor­
mation regarding the 3/15/69 appearance of Chicago Negro 
comedian DICK GREGORY in Memphis. A Xerox copy of same is 
attached to each copy of this memo. 

1-157-1067 - BOP 
1-157-1423 - BUF 
1-157-1230 - MELVIN SMITH 
1-157-1647 - DONALD PIGFORD 
1-157-1626 - JOHN CHARLES SMITH 
1-157-1806 - GWINDOLYN WHITE 
1-157-1613 = MARRELL McCOLLOUGH 
1-157-1750 - MARLENE HERRON 
1-157-1638 - O. W. PICKETT 
1-157-1662 - CORNELIA CRENSHAW 
1-157-1629 - MICHAEL JEROME STARKS 
1-157-1563 - CACHEATUH UNDRE SMITH 
1-157-1587 - ANITA LYNN CUSTARD 
1-157-1671 - JAMES EARL GAYLORD 

,@44-1987 - MURKIN 
1-157-1312 - Black Knights 
1-157-1553 - ROY LEE TURKS 
1-157-1516 - AmericanF\3deration of State,County,& Municipal 

Employees 
1-157-1838 ~ Commemoration MARTIN L. KING Assassination 4/4/69 
1-157-1746 - TOM DAVIS . ,,r ,; 
1-100-5014 = DARRY OLSON fi;. 61/~l()t{lf ~ /.l:l-~ 
1-100-4861 - California Grape Boycott .,~1-t.,C,iED ..••.•.• ,.-.• .INDEXED ••• -·-·-·· 
WHL :Wp l SEklALiZE~ •• FILEO.,h.:-j., ..... 

(22) -P ' . .. 19G9 l 
J-;..)-~ FBI - MEMPHIS 

·1'1 ~--
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INS?. DON H. Wir 

LT. E. H AWrCL 

u'th 1719 9 

ñ 

The ic a report from Aerit 501, 
for March 14, 15, and 16 Di69. 

on Friday march 14,196) at 8pm there 
no one t 271 Vance. 

At 271 ir rc1 a. W.kr Le (F'cer 
the Outer Lthit3) thc prit . - iST-I, 
DONALD PIOFORD ard JOHN C. ITH. Nth1.r ' as otz on. 

On Sr.turday Parch 1519G9 the !riv.cier old 
Tri-State eferz!r3 from 271 Vmc. 'iCLY iL; 
went to iaa anL South 1'iAILL 1C COLLOU 
1ELVIN SMITH, JOHN C • SMITh iERR0N ard 
?IGFOD vent to the Ho11ywoi rci  4. Ciem This 
group broke up at albout 3:Op. 

DOT. PIOFORD 'zent to the Airport and met 
DICK GR-07,11Y. Others present, trore 0. . CITT, CRLI 
CFESWW, MICH4EL TARKS nd ALVIN KIKO. Thore were abot 
40 people on hand to greet GPLGORY. 

DN4LD PIGFOD WAS OBSERVED TO LEAVE AIRPORT 

5:00711. 

Or the night of Sturcay arch15,19G9 DICK 
GPGO?Y spoke at the Q0IENLA' BA P11IST CHURCH at 
Io1lrwood and Chelsea. Some of those present were: 

— 0.. PICKETT 
CORIELIA CRENSflA'FY 
J.O. PATTEiSON 

JOHN C • SMITH 
CACHEATUH SMITH 

• EBLINE HERBON 
NICEL STARKS 
MPRRELL MC COLLOUGH 
PNITA CUSTARD 
JAi'ES GAYLORD 
DONALD PIOFORi) 

pproxinate3.y 150 to 200 people were present. 

CORNELIA CBESflAW introduced DICK GREGORY. 
In his cpecch GROGEPY oteted why he carne to Memphis to 
support O.W. PICKETT. Hi tho1e opecch had ccri1 
overtones to it.. During hie npeac.ihe stc.cd he ;old 
be back to Nerpbic on ici 22?L99. th 
Ray trial as a "trick trial". 

EHA/ 
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( 
The mcctir. lasted tznti 11:O 

left with exception of JOhN C. S 
some of the B1,SNCK KNIGHTS They 
while DI c-RECCRY ta1kec to BZSOP 
World and other N Msdia men. 

( 

p'Mf i . k... A ,. ...-_ .'. - . 
£ J C31C tA 

YJLLN BOND ;as in Icpiis .: t 410,) 
T1JKS, PIGFOPkD 'cnt up that 
to cc'phi, i.fcr thc . o 
took CLYDE BENTT to arks, 

On Sunday Narch 1,i959 at 4;l5p at Clcrbor , 
Temple there as a closed c'etin of City Eospital 
workers. Leaflets passed out in regards to the Grape 
Boycott and gave LPN and RN figures pertaining to the 
proposed pay raise. It stated pay raise cornes to about 
18 cents per hour Instead of Ccent jer hour that 
the Federal Qovcr=ent sted. 

All were advised not to acoet to 18 cent raise. 
LPPz and RN's and other HospItal Workers il1 rarch on 
April 4,1959. People are Co be b.esec1 to Nonphis for 
the r.arch. Cleveland, Ohio is to send about 15 buses of 
AFL-CIO memberz . • XIIG and a prorInnte Senator will 
also be hero. Nationwide news coverage will be in Nephi. 
The march Is to start at 12noon on Good Friday from 
Clayborn TCmDlC and go to CIty Hall,, All schools and 
colleges will be asked to p3rtic.pate. 

LPNs and RN's are happy ';ith the proposed 
raised , but want more. The want all City Hospital 
wcrkerz to get a raj They jfl give Mayor Loeb arid 
the City Council until June or July to negociate. If 
no progress is made , all workers with Public Works 
will go on strike, including Pcrk Comnicsion, Zoo, 
Sanitation and Hospital workers anti other local groups. 

In the future Teachers are to get together 
to decide on one UnIon. This is to be discussed at a \fr 
later date.  

At 11pm at 271 Vance three people from California 
were there. They were two M/ ' s and one FAI and DONP.I 
PIGFOIW and ROY TURI3 and TOM DAVIS • The two M/7' s and 
FAq wanted 'to talk about the Gape Boycott. They wanted 
to get the Invaders to tell local merchants to get rid 
of their apes. 

This groupis 
just south of Chelsea. 

F  

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



The following is im a speech made by Dick Or o'y 
at the GoldenLeaf B ist Church Lt HOUYW004 
on night of I4arch 15 a1969. 

I came to Memphis because I know Brother 
Pickett arid we have a chance fo the first t in 
history to send a black man 1'rom Tnnesce to the hali 
of Congress. When I was campaigziin for lcile ?reidecy 
I spent $l00,0)0.00 out of my pocket. I was not in 
co-hoots with any crooks or ngsters, the type of people 
who say we will do this for you to get you elected. 
13Lzt when yo ct in iee you do this fru. Br other 
Pickett is a statcsian arid t ha. ts :hat we need, more 
statesmen. It doesn 't- matter to mo what co.oi' he is as 
long as no is a statesman and is Interested in savins the 
Republic. We donut need people who are bound by the 
Democratic or Republiciari Potirs because they must 
remain 10ya1.to the party, and do what the gangsters 
tell them to do. That white boy Dick Nixon can never 
be a statesman because he is zurrot2ndcd by forty 
million dolls and he n ct :c " 

party that put.m in office. In ';: 

money by companies there, but I rucc to cot it 
because I would have had to do what they wanted me 
to do meat compar offered me $500,000 if I would 
tell the public that I wasn 't a vegetoriri. I told them 
to keep their money and I would keep my freedom and 
ca ;r the way a good, clean , moral ethical man 
should. One Brother in Chicago looked for me all day 
togive me $500 for my campaign. I told hii I didn't 
wont the money If it was comming from some- Company 
or corrupt group. He told me that no strings were 
attached and he wanted me to have the money because it 
was coming ftora his heart which he believed to be clean 
and truthful. I accepted the money and tonight I happen 
to have $500 in my pocket, good clean, moral , ethical 
money and I am going to give it to the same typo man, 
Brother Pickett. No strings are attached, so it is yours 
for any purpose you want to use it for. (Gregory then 
handed Pickett $500.) I found out a long time ago 
you cant beat money. I got mad at a half dollar 
once and tried to beat it down to a smaller size and 
couldn 't. However you can rub money down. I took a 
quarter and rubbed it down to the size of a penny. 
People tell us this nation. is not sick. I can't see 
why it isn't with all the hunger we have in America. 
I am goingto fight the system until everyone has 
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that is rightfulL his a full stomach. At ( 
we don't worry aoout bed OocOLZO wion w rO 
store we buy whatever arorit we fcl like cer rrr back 
horie. My wife called :re in i'e;; Yo.: today and. told 
I have to surrender in Chicago o roh 25 
serving a 5 months jail sentence. I have een  

for the past 10 days and I an; going to sta:j  ter 
while I am in jail to nrotet tho uLccs znd 
hunger Black people receive in tbLs natie 
out the world. And to go oven further th 
hunger at my house we eat food thre a 
and drink water four days a week, Dy oing that 
live on water 208 days per year and thrit iay we 
hungry enough to relate to hungry pl I can't 
relate to hungry people 11' 1 ar rr;er hungry. The 
country is ettiog reading to spend billionc on the 
ABM systemand they don't even know i it is going to 
be sucessful or note But they continue to ignore the 
hunger they know iIsts. Black people don't care about 
rockets, they want food. That iswhy we have a : oh to 
do, put Brother Pickett in office. 

When Black people try 'Co get in lilly white 
colleges they don't only ask you if two plus two is 
four but they ask you about the Diffel Tower in their 
trick 'tests. Well Black people eant tell them about 
something they don't have enough money to rto and see, 
but we can toil them about rats. They ask you if Lincoln's 
mother was Betty Jones or Mary Brown. We don't care who 
Lincoins mammy was. I would bet that they would not 
ask Bull Connors who Sitting Bull's iiamry was. A cracker 
down in Alabama asked me to discuss sepratismIid 
him before I could talk about sepratism he had to 
go and get the Indian off the reservation. Because 
it woldnt be just to discuss sopratism without 
the presence of the seperated. Black people in America 
are responslcie just like the white man for Indians 
being on the reservation. The USA is the only country 
that lies about everything and pretends to be something 

ha it is not. That white boy named Columbus came over here 
and said he duscovered America which is a big fat lie. 
How are you Going to discover something that is already 
occupied. That's like me and my wife walking out that 
door and seeing a new car parked ooutide with two people 
in it and she says "that sure is a pretty car but we 
can't afford one like it". So I say OK lets discover it. 
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O.A TS TUNG does not deny ho . is Comunist nor 
s ussia. The South i±'csn doYt deny t  ar. 

racist. Even Hitler , as crazy ,I,-
world that the Iazi were suner.cr to all ni 
caused the largest war in hIstory becau of his 

Brother Pickc-tt is a state r.an and cannot ct 
news coverage for his cnpain• LI' he started talking 
about how many crackers he was goin to kill wI'on he 
got in office, he would get nationa:1 news covo:'oe. 
If Castro had to deoent on Batista for news coverage 
he would still be hiding in the hills of Cubs tCCT. 
When Brothc-r pickett gets in office 'Inc: i; going to 
liberate Niggors up north. Chicago has one iggor 
in the Ealls of Congress but he Is afraid aid not 
free because the crimInals (flafia) put hIm in office 
and they tell him what to do. To show you how rotten, 
deer.erate, and low down this syst Is, the cLtce 
shoot little black kids in the ghctto for stcalIn 
TVc when there are riotsJ3ut those low down dirty 
Italians, the number one boss cr.na1s of crio 
since Julius Ceasar, in America extort, steal, murder 
and rob people of billions of dollars every year and 
the Police claim they cant catch them. Iy father was 
killed in l92 in Germany when I was 10 years old. I 
am almost 37,no that means I have been without a 
father for 27 years. I don 't- escnt the fact that 
my father was killed in the war. The system is what 
I am against. That some German who killed my father 
can come to America tomorrow and move into any nighbor-

-hood he wants to and have all the rights a citizen is 
supposed to have. I have been here all of my life and I 
have to try to get laws passed so I can live where I 
want to. It took three white boys three weeks to burn 
three draft cards and they passed a law against burning 
draft cards. We have been trying for over a hundred 

to pass an anti-lynching law. 

As you know, they had a trick trial for Ry. 
If Ray killed King me and my motherj killed him. 
The CiA and FBI killed King. They I KIng and 
Kennedy to confuse the country. The CIA is goint t 
overthrow the Government anyway. 

The crackers don't think we have the right 
to defend óu.rselves against the police. When the British 
were the Police in America and they started moving 

a.3— 
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cgaihst the people that white boy, Paul Rvorc got on 
his horse and cnt froti town to town 1ettir every-
body kn' the Pollee xlerocor:. T!hat did they do? 
Tbey got their guns and dcforc2od toir ho'-o and proor 
there wasn!t any wit±ng to see chat tho Cops crc 
zolng to do. If you asic I eo and cracke:z who aid 

o liberty or give me death" today t'er 
toll you Rsp Brown said it. jbody wlto the 
Flack PnntL1crs are but noby %nownzl. who the Uhite 
Psnthers are. It j is written in the Ccctltution 
that we have the right to rebel4 we ao only doing what 
the whitomen-aid do. But, when we start boycotting 
they always sent the Police in on us just because 
we are e;zcrc1s1ng our rights. But as long as you know 
you are right don't worry about law and legality. 

The white man says we are clii'ty and stink. 
Don't worry about that , lot h:Lu do his ow research. 
How ery black armpits do you see on TY ccriiis? 
1co check the billions of dc'llars they spend on 

deordorant cnd you uill find out who stinks, They 
say our illegitimacy rate is and theirs is . O2≤. 
Thats OK. We have had ic fun in the ghetto. If we owned 
that whIte boys abortion credit card ours would be down 
to zero. The white man's morals aren't any better than 
yours , his money is just longer. Whitey complains 
about welfare. The only thing I see wrong with it is 
there isn't enough of it. 

People we have a job to do and that is put 
this Black Brother in the Halls of Congress. Pass out 
literature for him, campaign for him as if it were 
your last chance. Tell the guys selling dope to pass 
tout some literature when they pass out dpo. We are 
not telling them to stop their thing just help us 
do ours. Toll the prostitutes to pass out some Pickett 
lltc-raturo while they are on their backs. Tell erery-
body you know and don't !now to do his job and get 
Brother Pickett in the Halls of Congress. I'll be 
back on the 22nd of March and ir;u are going to campaign 
1rd for the entire day. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1FFICE OF THE SHERIFF • SHELBY COUNTY • TENNESSE~ 

April 1, 1969 

Mr. Robert G. Jensen 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Federal Office Building 
167 North Main Street 
Me.rrphis, Tennessee 

Dear Mr. Jensen: 

L----·----~-~, , ....... _, ....... -,i 
ILLIAM N. MORRIS, JR., SHERIFF 

On behalf of all the law enforcerrent agencies in this ccmnunity and the 
people of Shelby County, we wish to extend to you and your • entire staff, 
as well as others fran your deparbnent throughout the country, our 
wannest thanks and appreciation for your support in helping us in the 
case of Janes Earl Ray, accused assassin of Martin Luther King. 

. ' 

Mr. Jensen, I know that so rncmy people in your departnent helped on 
this case, and it would be impossible to narre each·of them)individually. 
I hope that in srnie way you can ccmnuni.cate with those tha~ you know 
best of our great appreciation. If we can ever serve you fl any way, 
please give us the opportunity, for until that tine we r · in your 
debt and sincerely your friend. 

Jr. 

WNM:lh 

I ' 
' 
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4/3/81 

Al:aTBL 

TO: DIDC'IOR• 181 ( 8841) 

ftOII: MC, DIIJIU8 (4-t-1917) P 

--1• 
-.or tile iaf .. ttoa of tile..,..., tlaere ta 

wloaed a wt OOll■llldatoQ' letter NOtl ... tlaill clate 
froa Sllerttf RLLIAII •· 110U1a, a., aeu,, eou,,, llaapll1e. 
Teaw■ee, ftltlUdias oaptt.oaed •tteJ'. 

f~, IIU&lMU (Bao. l)(A■) 
(:;)----18 

BGJ:• 
(4) 
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4131• 

AIJIT.IL 

TO: DIUCl'OB, Jlll ( , .. ,38Nl) 
Afflf: IDUTlftCITIOJI Dlft810JI 

IBOII: MC, IIIIIPIDS (44-1987) P 

111181:IB 

oa 4/3/•, ar. DOB OWBJl8, llellpld.a attor-y 1fllo,.. 
been NffiDg .... ad9'1NI" to tile late., ...... JIRBftOII Mftl&, 
ad9'iaecl M JOB C. Jll8'l'D tllat local_,_,_. II&" iadieated 
tllat coatflllpt bearillp ta tide cue Will lie Jaeld -t-11- ••-­J•• ABYBR J'MIVIB, Di9iAlloa II, crta:l•l Cocts. 

11:r. ODD aaw tlrat J'ltdp AQUIB Will llenat .. 
llaladle tile IAY .,.., Mt the...,.,.,... an 111 enor ta .-t11111 
tlllat ~teapt lae&rt.ap Willie laeld 4/11/89. Ila aaid tlirat 
a.111.or iagel'priat _s__. G1IOBGB --•■BAD elloald aot appear 
at lleaplals al- otll.enlae adviaec.l. 

For additiollal laforaatioa of tlle IIU'eaa, tlten 111 
eaolONd .......... ollppiag refleotillc Atton.ey BICIIABD J ..... 
llalJ lleea retataed u oea■N\ bJ' JAm UBL UY. lleaplda taa.oee 
dieoloee DO derogatory illtonatioa 1"8 Jllc::&\BD .J0811J11 .... •• 
118-,bia fil• do refteot tbat oa 8-11-- RICIMD .J081IJII •••• 
a., Attoraey-at-LaW, Jalle Buildinl, llliipll18, ftM&lleeted ia'tel-­
Ylew ooaoenilla Id.a - RICll&Jm .J081IJII ..... ... BYAJI, .... , 
tlaat tiae ad9'18ed tllat 118 laae fov 01111_..., two daucllten and 
two ... , ta. oldttat of Wll1o 1a BICIIAD .IOSIPJI &YA.11, a. a1'All, 
a. w ... a ,uttiae atwtent at ■aapllia State 1JD1...nity. 
aDJr, •• •id tllat Ilia aoa did fairly •11 ill 0011 .... lnat _. 
coae tlaroagll Wlllat lie tlloaallt waa a -tal ....,_nt1¥e pno1■• 
lat• past J'8U" ud laa1I Yirt..-.ly 1.l!eOolle a llippie aad re, ... to 
work. • ... a., aooordille to llS. fatller, 1n April ltel 11 ... 
ta aa a,rtaat 'tdlioll\ ... extrwlJ filtlaJ', laaYlDC all aona of 
Wierd liten.ture tlaereill. Mr. ll1'AJI alllo •1cl tlllt Ida •• • 
.._ aotl• 1a a P'OQI' Wbic;b _,. coaoel..ct toalp poor Jlepeea 

re'"~•( ..... ll~A ✓ -l-.J?f 

<•> Lt~ 1y LM, 

l< ~ 

~1'-/?/'/-#d-d--f/~~ 
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- #"4-198"1 

and tbat Ids aoa bad aaaociated With uottaer Wllite •le •• 
aa akaowll Jilep'o cul. Jlr. RYAB at t1se ti• of furaialliag tbis 
f.atoraatlon 1adl•ted be-. not at all sJIIIP8,thetic to 1118 soa'• 
•ieW aad .... at a loaa to 1111dez'a'taacl II01W Ilia son, wJao llad Nea 
reared as a C&tlaolie, would not aow go to clmrOh. 

-2 
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to· DI.IJ!:C·TOR 44.;.33561, CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, MOBILE, 

.MEW YORK. 

;)l'R~ .. ATLANTA A4•2386 
\ 

CHRtsT!A~ LEADERS.HIP CONFERENOt STAFF THAT ,JAME.f3, BEV? ,· .1;j:: 
NON•VIOLENi EDUCATtON, SCLC, HAD RECENTLY COMMITTED. H.IIIS'~t .. 

Htl~PI TAL ltf ORDER 'TO OBTAIN A REST AND SEEK WHATEVER Mll~~,t 
' , \ ' , •• ' ,- ' I._, .·: '•,,•t••{(;,i{ 

noN MAY B! NECESSARY. SOURCE UHA8LI TO St.JBSTALTIATI TKJf::;: 
• ' ' \ ' \ \/· ~ - i 

oJt 'PROVIDE FTRTHER DETAlLS' •. HOWEVER' POI NTtD our:,wtffllD9°'t~f: 
STAFF P'Rmt nME TO TIME IN PAST HAVE EXPRESSED OPINI@N ll'lm 

. ' ···>:.,'~~.),'. 

SUGG:EST HE 1S. IN NEED OF MEDICAL TREATMENT. 
,. ', : . . '' . ,))i :?):~-:-,· 

SOURCE HA·s NO INFO BEVEL. IS OR HAS 'RECENTLY BEEN IR It~ 

WILL REMAIN ALERT TO INFO INDICATI.NG YKEREABOUTS • 
I l' . . . "' . :,; 

IN 'VIEW OF FOREGOING I.NFO, IT IS SUGGESTED CHICAGO, ·qi 
\ I I ' 

- I 
' . 

ANO PHI LA·DEL,PHIA CONTACT so.eES FOR INFO BEVEL MAY BE . 

IN. ONE._ OF nrost Cl Tl ES • 

. END 

'soo -
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

~:: ;~s~!(~~l~;R) 101-11.6 ( 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
sic (44-1987) 

MURKIN; 
MEMORIAL EREMONIES AT 
CITY HALL, 4/4/69 

DATE: 4/4/69 

At 2:00 A. M. this date an individual who refused 
to disclose his name phoned this office and stated 
that on Thursday, 4/3/69, while he was in the 
vacinity of The Federal Office Building, he over­
heard a conversation among threcl men in which one 
stated, "Tomorrow I'll have my .30 - .30 in my 
office in the Federal Building and it will be load­
ed." 

The individual who called described the three 
men as follows: all three were well dressed, between 
twenty and twenty - five years old, white, and clean -
cut. The caller could not give a more precise des -
cription, he said, because he was afraid the men 
would see him staring at them, so he did not look 
directly at bhem. 

The caller, who sounded to be a Negro ma , noted 
the ease with which an individual in the Fe eral 
Building could "pick off''. Ralph A~tw s he 'is 
speaking in front of City Ball 1;,o ____ i;,: He stated 
that based on what he overheard that is their 
intent ion. 

RJT 

&-l~H,4#- /IJ-/9d8 
Cu~o INDEXED.~-.. .... 

SERIALIZE~,.FILED ... ~•"" 

i1/ 
A Buy U.S. Sav;ngs Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

SEAR ni;. ,............... /J DL' f \ 

APR 4 1969 
h:)1 - 1v1E.1v1Pi1lti _L 

"~ ;Jr, 

5010-108-01 
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tll CHICAGO 

249PM DEF~RED 4-4-69 BCK 

TO DIRECTOR; ltEMPHI9, MOBILE, ,PHI LAD£L.PHI A, 

NEW YO~K AND -ATL.ANTA. < 44,..2386) 

PROM C}fICAGO C 44•1114) IP 
;/ 

MllRKIN 1\ 

-(. 

RE ATLANTA TEL APl/REE LAST. ! ' 

CONTACT WI TH AVAI SO~CES• IN CHICAGO AREA ... · 
0 

TO REFLECT JAMES BEVEi.! PRESENTLY IN CHICAGO. IN\fESTIGATllll' 

CONTINUES. 

END 

soc 

FBI MEMPH.1 S 
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TO : 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

~ 
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

SAC 1 BUTTE (173-2) (P) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
CR 
oo: Memphis 

DATE: 4/1/69 

On 3/25/69, MO S 
who has furnished ins-u~f~f~ic~ie~n~t~i~n~f~o~r~m~a~t~i,!-.ln'~to determine his 
reliability, contacted the Butte Division and indicated he 
had some information concerning JAMES EAJU, RAY, which he 
wanted to furnish. McCARVER was contacted personally in 
Blackfoot, Idaho, and interviewed. He stated at the outset 
of the interview that he had been drinking considerably, but 
that it was only after several drinks that he could build 
enough courage to contact the FBI. He stated he was furn­
ishing this information for whatever it was Worth to the FBI 
and pointed out that if the information was traced back to 
him, his life would not be "worth a plugged nickel," 

McCARVER advi~ed that in 1951, he spent six months 
in the Arkansas State ~ison for involuntary manslaughter. 

/ 

In 1951, M, CHERRY was Governor of the State of 
Arkansas and ORVAL AUBAUS was his Lt, Governor. Later, 
FAUBAUS became Gov rnor and actually ALBERT TALMAGE and 
GEORGE WALLACE f need FAUBAUS in his political aspirations. 
An appointee of AUBAUS to the State AlQohol Tax Department 
was ROI,O FI'l'CH phonetic). 

MCCARVER stated that (FNU) FULMER was a State 
Representative from Eureka springs, Arkansas, area. In 1953 1 
GERDON WHITNER (phonetic) , a cousin of MCCARVER 1s and_ a 
"political hack" in nOl'thwest Arkansas, 'Who at that time. 
was working as a guard on the dam project on the White River 
below Gateway, Missouri, approached McCABVER and offered 

12'\. Memphis (Reg,) 
'--2--1- Little Rock (Reg.) 

2 - Kansas City (Reg.) 
2 - Butte ,~:rsdj 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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BT #173-2 

McCARVER a considerable amount of money to eliminate ORVAL 
FAUBAUS. McCARVER turned this down, but at the time was of 
the understanding that the offer was made as a result of 
interest from Representative FULMER, 

MCCARVER stated that in 12/67, he was ack in the 
Eureka Springs, Arkansas, area visiting, In a ut 2/68, he 
was on a drinking spree with GERDON WHITNER·. honetic). 
WHITNER told him that he was are o c RVE •s background 
and also asked McCARVER what it would take to get McCARVER 
to eliminate MARTIN LtrrHER KING. MCCARVER told WHITNER he 
would not get involved in this type of a deal. WHITNER stated, 
"Well KING will die•" MCCARVER pointed out that WHITNER has 
a strong dislike for Negroes and talked in terms of doing 
the community a service by eliminating KING, 

McCARVER stated that after this drinking spree he 
traveled to the State Hospital, Topeka, Kansas, where he 
admitted himself and was under the care of Dr, SHAKER for 
three months. He stated that about a week after he entered 
this hospital KING was killed. 

McCARVER advised that in his opinion WHITNER could 
shed light on this matter, as well as others involved in 
KING 's murder• MCCARVER stated he does not feel RAY did 
this act a lone or of his own volt tion, MCCARVER is of the 
opinion that GEORGE WALLACE and the Independent Party are 
actually behind the entire affair, but is of the opinion 
that it would be impossible to ever associate ALLACE with 
the actual deed. 

MCCARVER also stated that he ha heard something to 
the effect that there was a Qlack Beret n existence in the 
South, and it was his understanding tha't thi.S was some type 
of government organization, He stated that also he heard 
that WALLACE and FAUBAU3 were connected with the Black Beret. 
He pointed out it is his understanding that the Black Beret 
was organized to get rid of undesirables by permanent elim­
ination. 
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BT #173-2 

McCARVER stated that he would be available to answer 
additional questions if necessary, 

McCARVER furnished the following background infor­
mation concerning himself: 

Race 
Sex 
Nationality 
Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Complexion 
Social Security# 
Occupation 

Residence 

Marital status 
Wife 

White 
Male 
American 
I I 
Collinsville, Oklahoma 
6'1" 
170# 
Brown 
Brown 
Dark 

Truck driver for IDAHO 
POTATO GROWERS, 
Idaho Falls, lGaho 

490½ D Street, Idaho 
Falls 

Married 
MERNA MCCARVER 

The foregoing investigation was conducted by SA 
BRYCE s. PLESNER. 

No lead is being set out to have GERDON WHITNER 
(phonetic) interviewed, as the Butte Division is not familiar 
with previous investigation conducted in this regard, and 
this type interview is being left to the discretion of the 
oo. 
LEADS 

MEMPHIS DIVISION 

AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

Advise Butte if need exists to recontact McCARVER 
and forward specific matters desired to have discussed with 
McCARVER. 

- 3 -
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BT #173-2 

LITTLE ROCK DIVISION 

AT ARKANSAS STATE PRISON 

Check records for MCCARVER and furnish information 
concerning him to Butte and Memphis Divisions. 

KANSAS CITY DIV IS I ON 

AT TOPEKA, KANSAS 

Check records at State Hospital concerning McCARVER 
and furnish any information reflecting McCARVER's reason for 
being admitted to that hospital to Butte and Memphis. 

BlTrTE DJ.VIS ION 

AT IDAHO FALLS I IDAHO 

Will await information from Memphis relative to 
recontact of McCARVER. 

- 4 -
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ADftL A.Int.IL 

TO: DIDCrOR, ftl (.W-38181) 

1'80Jh MC, ST. LOUIS (44-771) ave 

U: MU a I'. I X 

;' 
.. •• a1rtf4 to a.-,. 3-8'1◄1. 
. L P. -'•18ed M BA.ROLD a. DOIIOK, 4-3◄9, 

· D eft St. Loid.11 a.ml tba'I Ilia deetillation wu 
·unll:aen to her. ,._ elai-4 not to han been aware ot tile •-t ad4ra11• of Id• f......r reaid.eaee 1n at. Louie, bllt lmMr 
geaea.117 it•• la tile aau.tllera part ot tlle etty. Be lla.d 
DO telepltoaw, bat ••lly eoataeted lier dally, peNonallJ 
or lf1 teleplaeae • 

. ...-..-.... -au 
·---Qlt.1s (-M-1N7) 

"-......::...-mm~~~1.~ .. 

IJ 

l 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



(i c 

SACFiu  - 

SERiALIZEL1Ze-)  [ IjL 

APR 7 1969 
F81 - 
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y j 

e epUcy 
KING 

:1ei J. n willin 
of all tz:: , ttck 
ri view, vrd nUnclu ad,' or havina nover rary 

NfO UZta hamovexual. All 
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A irtel 

To: bm (44474O) 
jason (Vc7-tTh86) 
j4- i37) 

r rector, fl3! (44.36 

:;j1ljan raiordi written a th1r article for "Loo 
gain . hirtick appar in the issue dated ipril 1, I9CA), but 

this Issue was'circtüate on prU 1, 1O.A review of the arW1e 
rove1s that Jam ! rl iy aUcge 31y ,1'tercd at tie r' . elode  
oti,._ive XoInt, I xIngharn, / IgbarL1a, an March 2, i16; t a 
otel er AprIl 1, W63; and at a motel near 

April 2, 1969. R is to be noted that Ftay, uthg 
the name flarvoy Lowniyer, negot1ate the purchase of a rifle at the 
Acrouarine iCupply Coimy, tringha, labama, on March 2 n4 
O, 1560."C-.n cpril SO 198, 1he );ms rcgttere at the Lebe1. Motel 

in Mcmph1s, Ternee. 

in an effort to establish whether or not iay was In contact 
with any 1ndIvidu.ls imeditcly priar to the alnation, appropriate 
1nvet1gation should he conducted by the Blrnningyba,ti and Jack'on OI11ees 
It sbond. be, understood that there is to be no indication de whatsoever 
that the following 0.1vostigation ha ony connection whatsoever with the 
cte involving Ja Mirl Ray. 

irnham and Jackson Off 1c08 should ae in-nmries o 
motels in or near the cities Indicated above to dctermthe the identit 
lndlvlduahi registered during the perIod March 29 to April 3, 193. 
"'fort boukt be ma6e to identity all Individuals listed, zS well 

SERIAUZEQ 

E 

the 
o of 

INDEXED 
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